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The Lunacy Acts Amendment Bill of 1887,

(Chrdered, by Le Houwse of Comions, (o b g iaetod .'.I'Jl-r'::I 1380 )

(Memotrandum.

With recard to 3—(7.) Is ANy medical man,
however inexperienced n mental disease, to be

allowed to sign certificates in lunacy ?

. fﬁ,j = |.f]|||][ the Eit'l'hl'rli_.:l_[.;.l,!']l of the ‘!]1-1ifiI11]
the Iillll_',:'t'. ]II.‘EI'_!'i:-R[]':Ih‘. or .]'1'..H1i+'n~ shall consider
1][(: (-'-.'iih-m'r- of |1i,1|:z|'1'-,' :|]||||-:Ll';.tllu' |-I‘; the 1|L|--:5;_u'it]
certificates, and whether it is necessary for him
personally to see and examine the alleged lunatie,”
S I 1 8

The present Lord Chancellor, Hf;c-::]{iu'_{ m the
House of Lords on April 6th, 1886, then thought
that for the justice to consider whether it was
]'|i'f'L'.'-':-;t]‘I1' J-nﬂ' him to see the ]urm:ia- Or Not, * Wwiks
mischievous, because those who had the eare of the
lunatic would see that there was nothing to excite

the suspicion of the magistrate.” (7imes report.)

In reference to Clause 4. The powers conferred

by urgency orders are arbitrary, excessive, and

would be liable to result mn HHJ]]']':I'.’[ii't':-.,




D

No person should be imprisoned in an asylum,
even for a day, on the sole anthority of one medical
certificate ; for the effect of such imprisonment,
tooether with that of beine classed and associated
with ]H.IL'I.TiI'H.HIH.\'.i!] | ]l::l'[r!li of nervous 1L>t|5[u-1';l-

ment, cause an attack of insanity in a few hours.

With regard to 5—(1.) An individual is im-
mured in an asylum, and whenever the medieal
:;!]]:u-]'inl|-|1|]|-13I'. or t]tc‘ EH"]'.‘*LI]] '.x']|n .‘-'»E'.:!n-fE T]lr
"H*-‘.fti-m_ desires that the ]"Ii!rE'Z'HT shall not see a
magistrate, 1t would be stated that “ the exercise of
sneh |'|':][I would be ]H'e'.ilitﬁr'iﬂ'! to the ]l:giir,-zﬂ,
It 18 diffieult to understand '».'.'i|_'-,' those who are
responsible for the drafting of the Aet should, in
E]Jih and also !-Il fl”ll'r i'|;Hl:-1|'.‘-‘~_ ]I]ell‘n.' ihln !]‘.E' lmnrl_a
of proprietors of private asylums. Too much
dl"il'?'l']!-"‘.- I*-‘ h]lu'l.'.!l .'I'ZZII:' A 1T1NO0S]1 -:J|:Ijl-r-|i||]};1||]|- ?Ii?t'Tll ..['
vested interests, and, while this continues to be the
case, the question of lunacy law reform will never
be permanently settled.

]':'t'l.']'_'l.' ;?.Hii'hl ?\]llll]tf[, a5 4 matter u[' CONTEE, he
S00T1 1-}' a magistrate ; and no trust oucht to be
placed in the tender mercies of medical super-

mtendents.

In reference to 24—(4.) This section would
confer very slight benefit upon a patient; for the
medical superintendent, if he is sufficiently clever

In writing a report statine that the patient is still
E paticnt 15 still



INSANE, can I:|1'|il_'-~' the |-.*~L]1'-i-';a.‘:.r..~r| of the certificate
i]if'lt'*.i];i‘.l-{f.' from 1 |H‘i:‘il:l| L0 ;Ll1r=|;|I'i‘.

Their peecuniary interest in the detention of
patients renders it impossible that any ecredence
can be attributed to the reports of medical superin-
tendents of private asylums ; and, for this reason.
all patients should be examined, and re-certificated

or dischareed. by the visitors of the asylum,

Section 7 of Clause 46 |I|i_L:']'I: e umin--ql. s0 that
it shall not be possible to evade the preceding
enactment which states that, « after the passing of
this Act no new licence shall be granted to ary

person for a house for the 1'I'f.'l'}:lilllt of lunatics.”

C. . ETHELSTON.
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