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Description of an Ancient Temular Cemelery, probably
of the Auwglo-Saxon period, at Lamel IR, near
York *—By Joux Tuurxam, M. D.

Lamel hill iz the well known mound, about half a mile
from York, on the nsing ground to the south of the road to
Heshngton. On this tumulus, which 1s now ineluded within
the erounds of the Retreat, a windmill formerly stood, but
was removed about fifteen vears ago.  About half a mile
to the east of Lamel hill, and situated on the same "':-"‘1-“;'-‘{
ground, 1s another tumulus, now called Heslington mount,
but which, as Mr. Daviezs was the first to I|u1'||1 ont;, seems
formerly to have borne the name of Siward houe. The site
of both these tumuli must have been YETY near to the Roman
road between Eburacum and the nearest station to the east—
Derventio t

Drake observes of Lamel lall, “1 take this hill, as several
others around the 1'51}', to have heen ::-1'i;ir|:|_”:c raised for Roman
tumuly, though they afterwards served to plant windmills upon.”

Lamel hill is noted as havine afforded a site for a h.;.-Hvr_-,-_
which was placed here by the parliamentary army under Fair-
fax, during the siege of York in 1644. The contemporary
writers,? to whom we are indebted for what we know of this

siege, do not mention the mound under the name by which it

* Ag it 1z llrvElc:-!:z!ﬂ that this pApEr shonld appear at 'Ig'-:|:_;|_||I in the Archmo-
logical Journal, a ratlier concise description enly of the actual facts is given i
this place.

+ See Wellbeloved's Eburacum, and Newton's Map of British and Roman
Yorkshire.

{ Rushworth ; Sir H. Slingsby ; and Hildyard (by Torre)




is now known ; and the first author who, so far as I am aware,
“-]]i'il]‘i?‘: of “ Lamel hill™ is Drake: who BEYS “1t must have
took its name from the windmill which stood on it, Lamel Hall
being no more than fe mewd, the miln hill, called so by the
Mormans.®? This derivation APPEars very c|l|¢-m1i||t|za'|]11'.

Lamel Hill has a diameter, from east to west, of about 110
feet, and of about 125 feet, from north to south. Its base,
which measures 375 feet 1n cireumference, has therefore a eir-
cular form, inclining to an oval. At the summit, is a tolerably
level area, having a cireumference of about 100 feet. The
mound ig situated somewhat on the southern slope of the
higher ground between York and IHeslington, and has, eon-
Hl'l]ui':ll]f.', a oreater elevation above the *-ii]'T::Hl]Elirl_‘_: fields on
the south side than it has on the north ; its height, on the
east, west, and north sides, \':Ll‘}'iﬂ_‘.‘:‘ from about 1 1._15 to 'I;]i feet,
whilst, on the south side, it 1s not less than 224 feet. Its eleva-
tion, ahove the summer level of the Ouse, 18 about 00 feet.

In digging over the mound, a few human bones had
oceasionally been thrown up, but nothing further was known
of it as a place of sepulture. During the late spring, the
I":{f'ﬂ"p'ﬂtiﬁ][ﬁ Were T'III[':I,{' I::l_"l. ‘-'l-']'l'-ll".l: !h!' I:-"".l li"l'&illH IHLT: E‘.'.L].i'll-'\ WwWere
dizeclosed,

The only probable relics, found on or near the surface, of the
occupation of Lamel hill by the troops of Fairfax and Lesley,
consist of a few coins, and a piece of cast iron which weighs
nearly two pounds, and seems to have formed part of the bot-
tom of a large pot or boiler. It is probably part of a camp-
kettle, though some have supposed it to be a piece of armour.
These coins are chiefly of the reign of Charles the First;
and consist of a silver penny and two or three farthings
of the Seotch coinage of that monarch. There 18 also a small
copper coin of the contemporary Lows the Thirteenth of
France.

Commencing at a depth of about three feet from the surface,
human bones were found, in great numbers, throughout the

’;|]|,||'|]_:| - !ﬂlt :'f}][]]:lln;'[l:' !-']-.',I;'l-é'i'!]]'."-u wWenre H]t]}' ll'i?‘-l'i]‘l.'['!'l'l'li at a h“.'l'll.

* Eboracwm, 17 1 unl
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varying from ten and a half to twelve feet from the summit. All
‘I“I!Il El.ll'l!'l_“]l I'I:"]II_H,E]I_H '||'|'hi|_'!| WeErNe “Hll.tlil il]:";?‘l'l" tll.i.""' L'“.ll'!\.'] wers -“i
the shape of scattered bones, which had evidently been disturbed
since their original interment. No skeletons or other remains
were found at a greater depth than twelve feet; though, in the
centre of the tumulus, the excavations were carried to the
Llc-[:1'!| of about twenty feet from the summait.*

The skeletons were Illlil‘l:I]'Illl'_l.' laid from west to east,—the
feet to the east ;—a distance of not more than two or three feet
intervening between every two skeletons, At this level, Lamel
hill has been the seat of interments arranged nearly or quite
as regularly as in any churchyard at the present day. From
twenty to thirty skeletons and the detached bones of at least as
many more were exhumed : and 1t may be concluded that thas
cemetery has afforded interment to from two to three hundred
bodies.

The bones have all the appearance of great age, being, for the
most part, very light, porous, and brittle. "Those found nearest
the surface, particularly on the south side of the tumulus, are
much eroded, and have a ||='i".||.iill' WOrT-eaten appearance.
W hilst, however, the more free action of air and water upon
the bones has }11':.»(]_:i."r-1|, thaz appearance, it seems. after a
certain time, to have induced a peculiar density and hardness,
somewhat resembling that of semi-fossihized bones, which has
rendered them less susceptible of further change. The bones
found at a greater depth, and particularly those of skeletons

previously undisturbed, have less of the eroded charvacter

externally, and are generally lighter and more fragile, and of a

darker eolounr, This difference 1z llil]'['llli'u]li.]']_'\-. gseenn an the
crania ; many of which are very thin and decayed, and even
present laree holes in the side which was ]il]:l.l'lli most deeply
in the earth.

The skeletons are those of persons of both sexes, but those
of adult males appear to preponderate. A few skeletons of
children and young persons, and the lower jaws of two decidedly

& Sep seciion-plan of tomulus: plate 2, fig. 1




old persons, were found. Many of the skeletons must have
been those of men of a stature ".'iﬂ':l.'in;.'; from six feet to six feet
four inches: the thigh bones, in several nstances, measuring
from 19 to EIL inches, and in one case not less than 22}
[!I,I:'.l"lr"!-ij in ]l‘ﬂ;_{t]].

The teeth are almos |:|1ii1'||l‘!|||f'-' much worn down, as if from
the use of food of the hardest and coarsest kinds. ‘This con-
dition is observed even in the incisor teeth, and is Very « harac-
teristic. A few of the bones present marks of disease; one
thigh bone is affected by exosfosis ; a #ilia by the disease called
spina ventosa ; and two fuwmere and one fidia by necrosis.  All
these dizseases are more or less ii]il']} to have oneinated in
i]]j".t’il‘hi or violence to the bomes. The ||;||';.1~1;|l bone of one
skull exhibits a considerable cleft, such as may probably have
been produced by a sword or other weapon. T'wo skulls present
a peculiarly thickened and spongy condition, from disease. One
of these skulls has a thickness of five-eirhths of an mmeh, and
the ]i}]')E'L'E!'I'J'EI]L_‘. , a5 exhibited in the E:-l'lill:i'lil'll'l‘:'. condition of the
sutures, is very marked.

The crama are generally small, and their prevailing shape
is elongated and partially pyramidal ; the frontal region being
decidedly narrow and low ; the parietal wide and often much

elevated = and the |n:-t'il|il:|l, thouzh likewise small, often prot-

berant in the centre.* Other shapes however exist ; thus one of

the crania, (5)is very flat and wide in the parietal region, whilst
it has both a wider and higher forehead, A few of the skulls (e.o.
12) approximate more closely to the modern European standad,
and are better proportioned and tolerably ample in the frontal

region.  Probably three out of every four of the erania

* Bee plate &, T amn jvdabred o o friend for the sk

= of the craniz FEpTE

i - ) ) ; i :
gented in this plage Thev were taken witl the craniograph, deseribed by D

Morton, (Crania Americans, 3. 204),  The skalls ae drawn to the same soale,
and are vediweed to mither less tlhan one cighitly of the actusl diameter.  The skall
'II.I iy 13, C; 1N E:!:i g i ns 0 stenderd for O PELE ESAREL . This '\-I-;I;:l i:«. (11} |:||_-:_| r
more than average size, sud well proportioned, though in shope, ineliniog rather
maore o the ronnd than u=aal, 16 wis found in digg @ oon e site of the Railwas

Statior Fanner Row, York. To s plate, e six crania, 1, 2, 4, 5, 5, and 12

vo those of males, apd e ofler six, those of females
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-I':\.':LII'Ii]H'Ii. lii'l."lllll:';_."_ fir ||:|I‘ |II'I':'1| l!Il"-I'!"i].ll.'tl. I']iIH‘-. ils I'i'.ﬂ"ill'{l"-u

forimn.

Scattered amongst the disturbed human i'l‘]['l'rLIlIEIF; and even
T i‘l]l.itl. ik I:;;:""I I.II:I EI:l':' IJTHHZ"C“I]']:I['E], 2'_\:.|"\I.'.||:'|_|I||:"C.| WEre E;]I]]H_! :"C{'\'!'r';_ll
bones of some of the lower animals, Amongst these were the
bones, ineluding the jaws and teeth, of a small horse, and the
fragments of the burr of a deer’s antler ; but the majority con-
sisted of the bones of the small extinet ox,—the Bos longifrons
of Owen.  Hitherto, [ believe, the remains of this animal have
not been found with antiquties which can be assigned to a
later period than that of the Romans. The species, however,
|||.i|_'l| ||:|"'|l:' |-||.l."|"”||.:'| 1'x'i.‘1'“'|1. [:Il. [lli.‘- 'IJ::!\.:I'T- “!. t|:||.' I:;..i.tl;'_':‘ilﬁl:ll:'ll., Llil“']t
to the time of the Saxons.®

A few coins and counters were found, at depths varying
from =ix to ten feet. Some of these are VEry muech worn, and
not to be deciphered. Two of them, however, are Nuremberg
counters, of the sixteenth or seventeenth century, ome of
which bears the name of Hans Schultz. One of the coins
ED'\- l]l.Ll II1I il I"i'l'l]"l'l!:lllil; :l[l‘l 1][1'“" E.‘\- il .\-I.'-:'LJrln:l lr]':'l_.‘;:"\: I:II]]LH]I
coin, perhaps of the Emperor Trajan. The most interesting
1]]|Ii!'4'|:| |||:|'|'rl."L|.'|'_, 51‘1' 1]i.|' ll!';l"'h ﬁll"d] 1.11. |:‘l'l':' ]{l:l'[l']]"l' “!. il [']]:J]]l'l
dedicated to the Blessed Mary at Morton Folliot. This seal
15 ||!'|:|m]ll_1. of the fourteemth or fifteenth CETLTUry, and bears
the inseription, “8.Comune C’todi Capelle bé Marie de Mort
Folliot.” It has for a device, a fizure of the Virein and Child,
and beneath this, that of an ecclesiastic with the hands up-
Iitted 1 the attiude of ]Ilil:l.l:'l.'.'j' It 15 diffienlt to understand
how this =eal made its way from Morton Folliot, in Worcester-
shire, to Lamel lall.

Near the centre of the tumulus, at the depth of about ten
feet, two or three frapments of tile, t"».'i-:lvlltl:.' Roman, were
found. Not far from these, two or three pieces of Samian ware,
and a few fracments of coarse earthenware, some of them orna-

]|||:"'|:|'||-I:| i|_|_|l|_ |'|'|'-,'-i'|,'|'|,1 ‘.'n."ilh ad F1eeil ;’Eil;"l‘_, wore ill.‘-'lfl 1![1"{?“-']! |.|'|:|.

* In plat fig. 2, o maeintarsil bone of Hes borgifrons, from Lamel hill, is com-

=!.||'<'-| with tlnt of e common English ox. The sixze is reduced to one-tenth in
dinmeter.

t oo plate 2, 6. S whiel represenis the aeinal size of the seal
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In the very centre of the hill, on the level, and in the line of

the undisturbed skeletons, a large urn, of simple but unusual
form, was discovered. This urn measures twelve inches in
height, and has a capacity of three imperial gallons.* It is
formed of a very hard and coarse ware, of a dirty brick-red
colour, and has evidently been turned on a wheel, Part of the
surface is somewhat corroded, and presents numerous fracments
of broken pebbles and even granite. There was nothing but
some clayey soil found in the urn, which had a peculiarly offen-
gsive odour. TIts imternal surface presented a pn:-l!'_h:-]x- of |]1'_1L'.I
scaly matter, of a dark green colour. Placed in water, for a
tew hours, and observed with the microscope, this substance
was found to consist of an ageregation of vezetable orzanisms,
living specimens of which are eapable of being thus produced.
These, no doubt, consist of a species of those minute con-
ﬁ'!'\.i—!', mow called ;;_.-I.'l.l.-"“.-',!";-.l',r_.-,.-.r,.-l-!'—

Several rude iron nails and rivets, and numerous picces of
{'hl]llh‘}' iron plate and bar, bent at a right angle, and perforated
for nails, were also found. They are covered with a very thick
rust,and, 1n many cases,are almost "”ti”'l."' oxidized and enerust-
ed with pebbles. Many of these present distinet traces of wood
adhering to them. A few portions of decayed wood were also
found ; and, in several instances, it was observed that three or
four pieces of iron, such as have been described, were found by
the side of undisturbed skeletons, Though some of the fraz-

ments of iron were hardly capable of being used in this wayv.

the most probable opinion respecting them seems to be that of

their having formed the fastenings of coffins, in which the
bodies had been deposited. Altogether, about nine pounds
weight of this old iron was collected.

[mmediately below the skeletons and extending to a depth

of about two feet, the gravel and clay of which the soil consists

* See plats 2, g, 4.
t See plate 2, fig. 5, which represents a charred speaimen of this mieroscopic
pant, magnified about 120 diameters,

i A few of these pieees of jron are lignred, plate 2, fig. 8. They are rednced to

o dinmeter of one-sixih,




was extensively mottled with a white caleareous matter,
which effervesced, on the addition of dilute muriatic acid. A

remarkable black seam, averasinge about an inch in thick-

ness, was found to stretch, with little interruption, through the

centre of the mound, at a level of between ten and eleven feet
from the summit, and from one to two feet above the undis-
turbed skeletons. The colour of this seam was found to
depend on the presence of minute fragments of wood charcoal.
In the course of, or near it, a few portions of burnt human
bones were found, but a microscopic and chemical examination
did not disclose bone ashes, as forming an essential constituent
of this seam.

It appears probable that this black seam indicates what
has, at some period, been the surface of the cemetery.
Fires, for some purpose, appear to have been made on this level,
and to have left behind them their traces in the form of the
seam in question. Whether this seam of ashes originated in
beacon fires, or in fires which had been lighted for the combus-
tion of the body, in connexion with cremation and urn burial,
or for some other purpose, must remain doubtiul.

The facts described seem also fo render it probable that
the cemetery was originally of much greater superficial extent,
and ln-r.!;.|r1i||n;l1p]:r less elevated ; and that its outskirts were,
for some reason, subsequently dug up and piled on the
central part, which remained undisturbed. This change may
possibly have taken place in 1644, when the battery was
erected here, during the siege of York. At the same time, also,
the urn in the centre of the mound may have been disturbed,
and the deposit of burnt bones, which it probably once contained,
scattered. The urn, however, may have been deposited empty.
In any case, the position of this urn, in the centre of the
cemetery, surrounded by so large a number of skeletons, 18 very
remarkable.

Another seam, of less extent, of a reddish brown colour, and
from one to two inches in thickness, was observed running
throngh the east side of the mound, about eighteen inches

above the black seam. The matter composing this seam was




|u'-|u'=l. .;-]1.~'|g|iq-4|lll1.', to contain a laree amount of ivon, amd had,
doubtless, originated in the oxidation of portions of the old
iron already described.®

For the reasons ;l]rs-ml}' stated, I do not i this '|'||.i|l:'l:' prurlll:'u.-
the arguments which seem to warrant the followine conelusions
respecting the place of burial now deseribed.  These con-
clusions are :—

1. Lamel hill appears to have been the site of a Christian,
but not ecclesipstical, cemetery ; and must, 1'111|.-'1'|1'|L1~:||.t1}'. e
attributed to a period subsequent to the introduction of Chris-
E'L;mh:; into thiz island, under the Bomans, i the second
century, and previous to the appropriation of cemeteries around
churches, which commenced under Archbishop Cuthbert, in 742,

2. Whilst, perhaps, there are not grounds for concluding,
positively, that this cemetery does not belong to the Koman-
British pq-riuu[. it 153 much more iﬂ'nhe'lm}' to be attributed to
the early Saxon Christians of the seventh or eighth century ;
at which time, the bural of the dead not beine allowed in

towns, there was no church-yard within the walls of Eoforwic.

* In the seetion-plan of the tumulus, plate 2, fig. 3., the upper line on the left or
enst 8ide indieates the seam of irom-rust; the lower line, that of charconl. The
lighter stratum, beneath the skeletons, represents the earth mixed with chalk or
lime, benenth which is the natural gravel of the district, The dotbed lines mdi-

ke I,:-||~ EXEEN S ||f e exceavations,
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