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JUDICIAL SWEARING. {
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A micp standard as regards truth-speaking is set before all
Chrigtians in the words of our Lord, * Ye have heard that it hath heen
said by them of old fime, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt
perform unto the Lord thine oaths: Buot Isay unio yon, Swear not at
all ; neither by heaven for it is God’s throne: nor by the earth ; for it
is His footstool : neither by Jernsalem; for it is the cily of ihe great
King. Neither shalt thon swear by thy head, because thou canst not
make one hair white or black : but let your communication be Yea,
vea; Nay, nay; for whatsoever is more fhan these cometh of evil™
(Matt, v. 33—37). Some Christiang, accepling these words as appli-
cable to the taking of Judicial as well as to all other oathg, have always
conscientiously objected to swearing of every kind ; and the Legisla-
fure has provided (1 & 2 Viet. e. T7) thal members of the Society of
Friends, Moravians, and Scparatists, may take a solemn afficmation or
declaration instead of an oath, in all places and for all purposes what-
soever, where an oath is or shall be required, either by the common
law, or by any Aet of Parliament; and if any such person making
snch solemn affivmation or declaration shall be lawlully convieted,
wilfully, falsely and corruptly to have affirmed or declared any matter
or thing, he or she shall incur the same penalties as by the laws ave
enacted against persons convicled of wilful and corrupt perjury.

There are other members of the community who prefer an aflirma-
tion to an oath, and an increasing nuwmber who objeet to an oath on
conscientious grounds, for whom some reliel’ has been provided by a
statute passed in 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. e. 125), which enaets that ** If any
person called as a wilness or required or desiring to make an Affidavit
or Depogition shall refuse or be unwilling from alleged eonscientious
motives to be sworn, it shall be lawful for the Court or Judge or other
presiding Officer or person qualified fo take Aflidavits or Depositions,
upon being satisfied of the sincerity of such objection, to permit s-sifﬁh
person, instead of being sworn, to make his or her solemn affirmation
or declaration in the words following, wz—1, A, B, do solemnly,
sincerely and truly affirm and declave, That the iaking of any Oath
i, aceording to my religious belief, unlawful ; and I do also solemnly,
sineerely and truly affirm and declarve, &c.: which solemn affivmation
and declaration shall be of the same foree and effect as if snch person
had taken an oaih in the usual form.” This enactment, applying only
to civil cazes, was extended fo witnesses in criminal cases in 1861 (24 &
25 Viet, . 66).

In order that the existence of the above Legislation may
be more widely known, the Society of Friends has deemed it
right to give this information to the public, believing that as
the liberty now given by law becomes more generally used, the
sooner will be obtained for the community at large the enjoy-
ment of those privileges in respect to the making of an affirma.
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tion which is now confined to a few, ik

o P . —— . "‘Tm»@%*}
: ﬂf Issued by the Representative Meeting of the Sosicty of Friends, and to be had at their H‘-\'“‘ ;

I]ﬂlﬂl-‘i[l'ui'_'l-'-. 12, Bishopsgabe Withant, Lomdon, FC &







JUDICIAL SWEARING. /

A mcn standard as regards truth-speaking is set before all
Christians in the words of our Lord, “ Ye have heard that it hath been
gaid by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shali
perform unto the Lord thine oaths: Bui I say unto you, Swear not at
all; neither by heaven for it is God’s throne: nor by the earth ; for it
is His footstool : neither by Jerusalem ; for it is the city ol the great
King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not
make one hair white or black: but let your communication be Yea,
vea; Nay, nay; for whatsoever 18 more than these cometh of evil »
(Muatt. v. 33—37). Some Christians, aceepting these words as appli-
eable to the taking of Judicial as well as o all other oaths, have always
conscientiously objected to swearing of every kind ; and the Legisla-
ture has provided (1 & 2 Viet. e. T7) that members of the Society of
Friends, Moravians, and Separatists, may take a solemn affirmation or
declaration instead of an oath, in all places and for all purposes what-
soever, where an oath is or shall be required, either by the common
law, or by any Act of Parliament; and if any such person making
snch solemn affirmation or declaration shall be lawfully convicted,
wilfully, falsely and corruptly to have affirmed or declared any matter
or thing, he or she shall incur the same penalties as by the laws are
enacied against persons convieted of wilful and corrupt perjury.

There are other members of the community who prefer an affirma-
tion to an oath, and an inereasing number who object to an oath on
conseientious grounds, for whom some relief has been provided by a
statute passed in 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. e. 125), which enacts that ¢ If any
person called as a witness or required or desiring to make an Affidavit
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In order that the existence of the above Legislation may
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all ; neither by heaven for it is God's throne: nor by the earth ; for it
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(Matt. v. 3337 Some CUhrislians, accepling these words as appli-
cable to the taking of Judicial as well as to all other oaths, have always
congeientiously objected to swearing of every kind ; and the Legisla-
ture has provided (1 & 2 Viet. c. 77) that members of the Society of
Friends, Moravians, and Se paratizts, may take a golemn affirmation or
declaration instead of an oath, in all places and for all purposes what-
soever, where an oath is or shall be required, either by the comunon
law, or by any Aci of Parliament; and if any such person making
snch solemn affirmation or declaration shall be lawfully eonvieted,
wilfully, falsely and corruptly to have affirmed or declared any matier
or thing, he or she shall incur ithe same penalties ag by the laws are
enacled againsi persons convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury.

There are other members of the cpnmunily who prefer an affirma-
Hon to an oath, and an inereasing number who object to an oalh on
conscientious grounds, for whom some relief hag been provided by a
siatule passed in 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. e. 125), which enaets that * If any
person called as a witness or required or desiring to make an A flidavit
or Deposition ahall refuge or be unwilling from alleged conscienlions
motives to be sworn, it shall be lawful for the Court or Judge or other
presiding Officor or person gunalified to take Affidavits or Tepositions,
upon being satisfied of the sincerity of such objection, to permit smch
PETROL, instead of being sworn, to make hizs or her solemn affirmation
or declaration in the words following, wiz.— 1L, A B., do solemnly,
gincerely and truly affirm and declare, That the taking of any Oath
is, according to my religious belief, unlawfal ; and I do also solemnly,
sincerely and itrnly affirm and declare,’ &e.: which solemn affirmation
and declaration shall be of the same force and effect as if such person
had taken an oath in the nsual form.” This enactment, applying only
{0 civil cages, was extended to witnesses in eriminal cazes in 1861 (24 &
25 Viet. ¢ 65).

In order that the existence of the above Legislation may
be more widely known, the Society of Friends has deemed it
right to give this information to'the public, helieving that as
the liberty now given by law becomes more generally used, the
sooner will be obtained for the community at large the enjoy-
ment of those privileges in respect to the making of an affirma.
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