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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
SIR GEORGE O. TREVELYAN, BART., M.P.,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND.

SIR,
I beg to offer myself as a candidate for the Regius

Professorship of Surgery in the University of Glasgow.

I am forty-four years of age.

I graduated in Medicine in the University of Glasgow in 1870,
and since then have devoted myself to the study of Surgery.

In 1876 I was appointed Surgeon to and Lecturer on Clinical
Surgery at the Royal Infirmary, Glasgow, which appointments I
have the honour of still holding. Last year, on the expiry of
the usual term of office in the Infirmary, the Managers, as a
“mark of their appreciation of the distinguished services ren-
dered,” reappointed me for a second term.

In 1881 I was appointed Lecturer on Systematic Surgery in
the Royal Infirmary School of Medicine, which Lectureship I
held for eight years, and at the amalgamation of this School with
St. Mungo’s College I was appointed Professor of Clinical Surgery.

In 1883 I was appointed Surgeon to the Royal Hospital for
Sick Children, Glasgow, to which institution I am still attached.

In 1884 I was invited to prepare a paper on Osteotomy, to be
read at the International Medieal Congress at Copenhagen.

In 1888 a special invitation was given me to address the
British Medical Association on my *Recent Surgical Investiga-
tions.”

In 1889 I was invited to accept the Professorship of Surgery in
the Johns Hopkins University of Baltimore, where every facility
was provided for scientific research. In that year I was elected
President of the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Glasgow.
























From T. R. Jessor, F.R.C.8., Consulting Surgeon, Leeds General
Infirmary, late Professor of Surgery in the Yorkshire College.

32 PARK SQUARE,
LeeDs, September 10, 1802,

DEAR DR. MACEWEN,

I accede with pleasure to your request for a
statement of my opinion as to your fitness and qualification
for the appointment now vacant in the Chair of Systematic
Surgery in Glasgow University.

Seeing indeed that you might well command the favourable
testimony of every educated surgeon in Europe and America,
I cannot but esteem it a privilege to be asked.

There is no more honoured name in the domain of surgery,
as practised in these later times, than your own; and there
are few men living who have striven so successfully for the
advancement in its scientific aspects of the art we practise
as you have done. T am using no exaggerated language when
I say that the Glasgow University is fortunate indeed in
having the opportunity of securing your services as a teacher
of surgery. There is not a Medical School in the kingdom
whose reputation would not be increased by the addition to
its staff of so capable and enthusiastic a surgeon.

So wide is the range of subjects in which you have done
zood work that I find it difficult to make special references.
Two there are, however, with which your name must for ever
be associated, seeing that by the advances you have made in
them you have laid not only the surgical world but the whole
human race under a lasting obligation. I allude to your work in
the surgery of the brain and spinal cord, and to the now univer-
sally practised method of rectifying deformities of hones and
joints. The great work you have accomplished in these two
























From CHrisToPHER HEeATH, F.R.C.S,, Vice-President of the
Royal College of Surgeons of England ; Holme Professor of
Clinieal Surgery in University College, London ; Surgeon to
Unaversity College Hospital, ete,

36 CaveNDIsH SqgUuarg, W.,
12th September, 1892,

I HAVE the greatest pleasure in expressing the very high opinion
I entertain of the surgical ability and professional status of Dr.
WiLLiam MaceweEN. Having on two separate occasions paid
visits to Glasgow solely with the object of seeing Dr. Macewen’s
practice in the Glasgow Infirmary, I do not hesitate to say that I
have never witnessed such remarkable results of enterprising
surgery as I there saw. Dr. Macewen has shown a rare faculty
both in originating and in perfecting the details of many most
important surgical proceedings, and I know of no such demon-
stration of surgical work as he brought before the British Medical
Association at its Glasgow meeting. Both as a surgeon and as a
chinical teacher Dr. Macewen occupies the very first rank in Great
Britain, and I feel sure that his appointment to the vacant post
of Regius Professor would commend itself to the surgical pro-

fession at large.
CHRIS*™ HEATH.






























From Dr. AntoN WorLrLER, K.K., Professor der Chirurgie an
der Universitdt zu Graz.

September, 1892,

IcH bestitige hiermit gerne, dass ich HERRN DR. MACEWEN aus
Glasgow als einen ausgezeichneten Chirurgen kenne, welcher
durch seine vorzuglichen Werke einen Ruf sich verschafft hat,
der weit iiber die Grenzen seines Vaterlandes hinaus geht. Ich
hatte die Ehre Herrn Dr. Macewen personlich kennen zu lernen
und mich im Gespreche mit ihm von seinen tiefgehenden
Kenntnissen und modernen Anschauungen iiber die Chirurgie
im Allgemeinen zu iiberzeugen. Ausserdem heweisen seine
hervorragenden Werke, dass er an der Entwicklung der
Chirurgie mit vielen Erfolgen lebhaftesten Anteil nimmt. Ich
erinnere bloss an die von ihm eingefiihrte Osteotomie bei genn
valgum, welche ich selbst nachgeahmt habe und fiir die beste
Methode halte. Ich weiss auch, dass dieses Verfahren von den
meisten dentschen Chirurgen geiibt und anerkannt wird.

Eine zweite, wesentliche Neuerung auf dem Gebeite der Chirur-
gie fuhrte Herr Macewen damit ein, dass er beim Leistenbruche
eine Methode der Radicaloperation angegeben hat, welche in
Dentschland und Oesterreich genan gekannt und vielfach geiibt
wird. Diese Methode ist hichst originell und hat in der Hand
Macewen's selbst so vortreffliche Endresultate geliefert, dass sie
schon jetzt zu den besten Operationsmethoden des Leistenbruches
cezithlt werden muss. Hervorragend sind ausserdem seine
Arbeiten auf dem Gebiete der Hirnchirurgie. Meine bestimmte
Uberzeugung geht dahin, dass Macewen zu den hervorragendsten
Chirurgen Grossbritanniens gehirt da seine literarischen Bestreb-












