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3 ELMBANK CRESCENT,
GrLascow, 260%8 December, 1892,

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
A. ¥ MUNDELLA, M.FP,
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE,

SIR,

Understanding that the Board of Trade are about
to appoint an Ophthalmic Surgeon at each of the important
Ports of the United Kingdom, for the purpose of examining
the eyesight of seafaring men and of railway servants, I beg
respectfully to offer myself as Surgeon for the Clyde Ports.

I am Surgeon to the Glasgow Eye Infirmary, and pre-
viously was Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Glasgow Royal
Infirmary.

Believing that no one can be an ultimate authority on
vision and colour vision without a good knowledge of the
Science of Light and of Colour, I have during the past
three years taken a full course of Laboratory Work on these
subjects at the Technical College mn this city. Ten years
ago I worked through a similar course with the late Prof.
Donders of Utrecht.

I am thoroughly acquainted with the Report of the Royal
Society’s Committee on the subject, and ventured to write
a slight criticism of it in the form of a letter to the Opk-
thalmic Repiew.

Having been frequently at sea®* my knowledge in this
direction would be useful in examining seamen.

Should I be successful in my application, I shall en-
deavour to discharge the duties of the office faithfully to
the Candidates and satisfactorily to the Board.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

FREELAND FERGUS, M.D,

* Fide Testimonial p. 7.















From James BrvrH, M.A., Professor of Natural Philosophy,
Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College.

ANDERSONIAN COLLEGE,
GLASGOW, 128k December, 1802,

Dr. FREELAND FERGUS has been a student in my Laboratory
here for several years, and has worked specially at the sub-
ject of Geometrical and Physical Optics.

He is well acquainted with the ordinary methods of
determining accurately the curvature, focal length, etc., of
all forms of mirrors and lenses. He has also worked with
and fully understands how to work with such instruments as
the spectroscope, spectrometer, optical bench, and polariscope.

He has used them to find the dispersive powers of
different media, the indices of refraction of solids and
liguids, and the wave lengths of the different spectrum
colours.

Dr. Fergus 1s at present engaged, as often as opportunity
allows, n finding how the index of refraction of a solution
of salt varies with its density, which may be of service in
certain cases met with in oculist practice.

Dr. Fergus has, I have observed, a good working know-
ledge of Mathematics, and is able to work out for himselt
and understand the formulae connected with the various

optical instruments.

JAMES BLYTH.
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