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¢his City in 1784, the Diseases of Women and Children are enumerat-
ed at pretty considerable length.

Whatever may have been the circumstances which originally led to
the Institution of the several Professorships in this University, the ob-
ject of them all must have been public instruction ; and nothing could
promote this more effectually, than a proper divisinn of duty amongst
the individual Teachers of each particular branch of Education. In
the Science of Medicine, this is perhaps more necessary than in any
other ; for the Phenomena of disease are so varied, their Causes are so
obscure, and their Treatment so uncertain, that there are natural ob-
stacles to the perfection of that Science, which do not obstruct the pro-
gress of other Sciences. It must therefore, it might be supposed, be
highly advantageous to the Students, if the Diseases of Women and
Children were taught by one Professor, while the Practice of Physic
in general should be taught by another ; and it must be of infinite im-
portance to mankind, that, in a great city, some Physicians should
limit their attention to one particular department,

But Dr, Hope and the Medical Faculty consider this part of the Lec-
tures of the Professor of Midwifery to be an encroachment on the pri-
vileges of the Professor of the Practice of Physic, and a very large part
of Dr. Hope's address was intended to enforce this allegation. Were
it my object to enter into a controversy upon this subject, I could
have no difficulty in pointing out, that all Dr. Hope's illustrations
were inapplicable ; but the purpose of this Letter is that of explanation.
I cannot, however, pass over one illustration—that which related to the
proposal, formerly referred to the Senatus Academicus, respecting the
Institution of a Professorship on Conveyancing. Dr. Hope alleged
that those parts of the Lectures upon Midwifery, which relate to the
Diseases of Women and Children, bear the same analogy to Lectures
on the Practice of Physic, which Lectures on Gﬂnveyanmng would have
done to those on Municipal Law,

It is not necessary to remind the Members of the Senatus Academi-
cus, that analogical reasoning is generally inconclusive, and that it is
very difficult to compare the subdivisions of one science with those




































