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To the Curators of the Universily of Edinburgh.

JANUARY 1888,
My Lorps AND GENTLEMEN,

Observing that a number of influential Botanists and scientific men in
England have chosen the form of a conjoint letter to give support to the candidature of Professor
Jayley Balfour for the Chair of Botany in the University of Edinburgh, we accept the opportunity
hus afforded to express our concurrence in their testimony to the merits of one who is recognised
s among the foremost Botanists of this country.

- We may further mention that Professor Bayley Balfour, when he occupied the Chair of
Jotany in the University of Glasgow, not only earned the confidence of large classes, and elicited
for the subject which he taught the enthusiasm of the best students, but made his tenure of office
pemorable by the untiring energy with which he struggled successfully against obstacles, while
evoting himself, in conjunction with the other directors, to the improvement of the Botanic
jardens, obtaining for them their extensive ranges of hothouses, and planning and superintending
he details of the construction of these as well as the conversion of the glass building, known as
» Kibble Palace, into the admirable Winter Garden which it now is

It is therefore with pleasure that we testify to the indefatigable strength of purpose and
ractical ability which Professor Bayley Balfour combines with his scientific reputation as an
minent Botanist,

‘We have the honour to be,
My Lokps AND (GENTLEMEN,
Your obedient Servants,

JOHN CAIRD, LL.D., Principal of the University of Glasgow.

JAMES KING, Lord Provoest of Glasgow.,

WILLIAM THOMSON, Prof. Nat. Phil,, Glasgow.

JOHN YOUNG, M.D.Edin., Prof. of Natural History, Glasgow.

F. ORPEN BOWER, Regius Professor of Botany, Glasgow.

JOHN G. M'KENDRICK, Professor of Physiology, University of Glasgow.
JOHN FERGUSON, Regius Professor of Chemistry, University of Glasgow.

JOHN CLELAND, Professor of Anatomy, University of Glasgow ; Director, Royal Botanie
Tustitution,

W. CONNAL, Chairman of the Royal Botanic Institution of Glasgow.

WILLIAM P, DICKSON, D.D., Professor of Divinity; Director, Royal Hotanic Institution,
Glasgow.,

J. D. MARWICK, LL.D,, Town Clerk.

WILLIAM STEWART, Professor of Biblical Criticism, and Clerk of Senate, University of
Glasgow.

ARCH, GEIKIE, F.R.8., Director-General of the Geological Surveys of the United Kingdom,
JOHN STRUTHERS, M.D,, LL.D., Professor of Anatomy in the University of Aberdeen.






























