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A S the Tranflator of the following
Treatife had no other view in of-
fering it to the Public, but to be of fome
ufe to his Countrymen, he 1s willing to
refer the merits of his performance to
the judgment of the impartial reader.
Not being of the Faculty, and unac-
quainted with the terms and procefles of
art, he is very {fenfible that fome inac-
curacies may have crept into minute de-
fcriptions: of difeafes, their {fymptoms,
and cure. . But the applaufe and admi-
ration with which the original was read
in France, for whofe benefit, and in
whofe language, it was firft publifhed,
and the fuccefs which attends the pro-
- per ufe of the remedies it récommends,
A 2 made
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INTRODUCTION,

ehf®a T is to chance alone we are indebted
# 7 B¥ for the major part of the remedies

now fuccefsfully made ufe of in Sur-
RRRR cery and Phy ﬁc Nature often con-
ceals from the learned thnfe fecrets, which fhe
afterwards pleafes to communicate to the igno-
rant or lefs attentive. The difcovery of the
peculiar qualities of bark and mercury was
~more the effe¢t of chance than erudition. But

B ‘though






1N TR @INUCT IO N ;

Public, the various forms (if I may fo fpeak)
T have given this Extract; and the particular
cafes in which it has been fpecific, to the no
{inall aftonithment of the Faculty. I willingly
refign to my predeceffors both the good for-
tune and glory of having made the firft dif-
covery ; and think myfelf fufficiently recom-
penfed, in having been able fo far to modify
this medicine, as to render it fuperior to any
other made ufe of by the mafters of the art.
Lefs prejudiced in favour of my own work,
than inflamed with a defire of being ufeful
to mankind, I fhall trouble my readers more
with Obfervations than argumerts: was I to
defer any longer making them public, I
fhould have reafon to reproach myfelf with
robbing the community of an ineftimable
treafure. : |
It is a fubjeét of no {mall {urprife to me,
that, notwithftanding the many known and
juitly efteemed properties of Lead, the difule
of it thould be fo great in the prefent age.
What elogiums does Galen beftow on this
metal, in his tenth book of fimple medicines!
How many celebrated writers, who fAourithed
after this commentstor of Hippocrates, have
mentioned it with enthufiafm ? With what
particular. marks of diftinétion have not the
chymifts treated 1t? What can pofiibly be
more conclufive in its favour, than John Be-
guin’s-own words, a famous chymilt, who
lived in the laft century? How much is the
ule of this metal recommended by Pigrai,
: B 2 ~ Er






" INTRODUWCTION. 3

are indifputable; the Public is well acquainted
with them; and the MilitaryHofpital, at Mont-
pellier, for the vencreal difeafe, has afforded
me {o many opportunities of making repeated
experiments of this medicine, that the bare
recital of the cures it has performed, would
fuenith matter for many volumes.

I cannot conceal the fatisfaction I have felt,
in being eye-witnefs of the gradual progrefs
the Extraét of Lead has made for fome years
paft ; the moft fkilful pratitioners encourage
its ufe; and even the miniftry give it their
fan&ion. Mr. Imbert, chancellor of the uni-
verfity, infpector-general of the hofpitals of
Provence, Languedoc, and Rouflillon, was
commiffioned, by letters from the Marquis
du Paulmy, fecretary at war, bearing date the
27th of O&ober, and the 8th of December,
1756, and the 18th of January 1757, to order
various experiments to be made of this Ex-
tract, in the hofpitals under his infpection,
This minifter adds, that, in the hofpitals where -
1t was tried, it met with general approbation.
Mr. Imbert never publifhed the fuccefs of
his experiments ; but he affured me, that he
had given the court a very favourable account
of them. - !

Opportunities fo frequently offer of making
ufe of the Extract of Saturn, and the Obfer-
vations I have made prove it applicable, in
its different forms, to fo many diforders,
that I .thought it incumbent on me to lay
before the Public the various modifications

B 3 it






{INTRODUCTION. 7

with whicl T have performed many cures. Of
thefe I publifhed an account i the year 1746,
‘and propofe taking notice of them again in
the prefent edition. .

3. The Extract of Saturn, mrixed up with
oil of rofes, wax, and camphor, formsa Po-
matum of extraordinary virtue; an account
of which I fhall give in the fequel.

4. Tt is with this Extract, wax, and cam=-
phor, I make a Plafter, which many years
experience has proved to be infallible in the
rheumatifm.

s. The Extra& of Saturn, mixed with
foap *, may be very advantageoufly ufed 1n an
anchylofis, or ftiffnefs of a joint, or for dif-
perfing all vifcous humours feated in the ner-
yous involucra, or coverings of the tendons.
- 6. The refiduum of the Extract of Saturn
is a very great difperfer: this experience has
proved on many occafions.

7. We frequently ufe poultices of bread
and Vegeto-mineral Water for cold, {chir-
rhous, and fcrophulous tumours : by their
means,we not only fee thefe tumours difperfed,
but very often abcefles, though fuppurated in
different places. Of this laift effet many of
the Faculty have been eye-witnefles, not
without fome degree of furprize.

8. The Extra& of Saturn may be very
properly applied after lithotomy ; or many.

other operations in furgery. sl
* The addition of foap I owe to the Marechal de

Richlizu,
B4 Here”






INTRODUCTION, ¥

to their matural tone, removing “obftruc-
tions therein, and giving a proper circula=-
tion to the infpiffated and ftagnated fuids:
Can any one, thcn, refife the Extra& of Sa-
turn that difperfing and penetrating quality;
“which daily experience proves to chara&euf&
ite

. By ‘what “has been already advanced, the
reader may perceive, that the different pre-
parations of Lead have always been held ih*
great efteem. * Is not; then, the préfent difufe
of it very detrimental to fociety ? I have fome
reafon to flatter myfelf, that, for the time to
come, it will more frequently enter into me-
dical preferiptions; and that my own Obfer-
vations will have fome fmall fhare in giving it
the pre-eminence it {o juftly deferves ; ; and
at the fame time encourage thofe to experience
its good effects, who before, from prejudice,
were deterred from its ufe.

Nor are the fuperior powers of this medi-"
cine its only commendations. The Public, as
well as the royal hofpitals, I can venture to
affert, may reap great advantages from its low
price ; ‘greater, perhaps, than at firft may be
amagined. - An hofpital, large enough to con-
tain two hundred invalids, may be fupplied
‘with this medicine, for fix months, at the
-eafy rate of one hundred livres, or about four
pounds ithree fhillings and fixpence; and this
~without any danger of the Tame being adul-

“terated, or otherwife employed, than for the
ufﬂ nf thﬁ faid hofpital. T hr: fame can by no

B s Ineans







EXTERNAL INFLAMMATIONS. 1
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.@H external Inflammations; and of the Aftion of*
the Extralt of Saturn on thefe Diforders.

N inflammation of the external’ parts of
. the body is a very common difeafe,
and may proceed from a thoufand different
caufes; fuch as a blow, a fall, a- contafion,..
&c. from external accident: internally, from
any local defe&ts of the {olids; from:the con--
trattion of the: fmaller veflels;: from: theirs
fpalm ; from their: compreffion, . conftriltion, -
and ' obftruétion:; . from the difficulty: which
the blocd finds in pafling the extremity of the.
arteries ; from its teo great quantity, thick-=-
-nefs, vifeidity, mixture with heterogeneous-
and virulent parts ;3 or from any other altes--
~ation, whether.{imple or combined, &c.
This diforder attacks: indifcriminately ail.
the parts of:the human frame which are-com--
-pofed. of fanguineous and lymphatic- vei¥els.
Thus, in regard to the external parts, nothing:
-18 {o common as' inflammations-of- the {kin,
-fat, glands, mufcles, membranes, tendons,.
..i.ponf:urafes, and of. all the.organs which fall:'
-under the fenfes.. bl | 187
The inflammatory : ftate is often- aacnmp;—
; mf:d with very mild fymptoms; ‘but, en the.
B 6. )| CORtrary,.
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EXTERNAL INFLAMMATIONS. 13

the pores of the inflamed part, and increafe
the {ymptoms, by augmenting the volume of
the ftagnated fluids; at other times they
confift of emollient and mucilaginous parts,
which, conveying a great quantity of moifture,
very much relax the texture of the veflels,
and difable them from getting clear of the
redundancy of blood. Sometimes thefe ap-
plications have powerful aftringent particles
in their compofition, which repel the inflam-
matory matter, and throw it upon the or-
gans neceflary for life ; at other times thefe
‘compofitions are very active and irritative,
and contract the veflels fo powerfully, as to
-prevent them from recovering their tone;
by which all motion in the inflamed part
becomes totally interrupted. No one need
then be furprifed, after-fuch applications, if
all the {ymptoms are increafed inftead of be-
ing diminifhed. Nothing but blind preju-
dice can-conceal from us the inconveniencies
and dangers attending the application of them ;
and humanity itfelf is fufficient ‘to deter us
from the farther ufe of them, at leaft in moft
cafes. '

- We conftantly avoid thefe different rocks,
by making ufe of the Extract of Saturn.” A
confiderable number of Obfervations, made
during my practice of thefe twenty years
paft, have convinced me, that this medicine is
the true fpecific for the treatment of all exter-
ndl inflammations: its effet is infallible, and
‘often ‘furpafles our expeltations, by promot-
w gl lng’






EXTERNAL INFLAMMATIONS. 13

the inflamed veffels, bue likewifé. (notwith-

ftanding the ebullition) of increafing the fpfing
of thefe veflels, without iIrritating them.
The confequence of this is, a refolution of
the inflamed part, a ceflation of the pain, and
other inlammatory fymptems : alk this, I fay,
is' effeted by the Extrat of Saturn alone;
the efficacy nf which, in thefe diforders, may
be looked upon as a maxmm in furgery..
This metallic remedy aéts in. the fams

mariner againft all ob{’cru&mns in the lym-

phatic veflels, cutaneous diforders, and {chir-
rhous tumours : this I hope to prove in my
Obfervations..

From hence it appears, of what'i 1mpnrta:ncc-
it muft be, to change the opmmn of thofe, who-
Jook upon the preparations. of Lead: to be
dangerous : it isan erroneous prejudice; which.

deferves.the greateft attention from the prac-

titioner.. I do not defpair of their thinking
even as I do,. if they will give themfelves the

-trouble of reading this Work..

- I cannet toesmuch exclaim againft the prac-

tice of. thofe, who employ-emollient and relax-

-ing fomentations in the treatment of external
- inflammations. It is true, thefe remedies are

often ftrongly recommended by practitioners,
and many chirurgical writers; but neither the

~one nor the other ean deny, that the ufe of
. thefe applications has been often followed hy

i/

.th;: moft fatal difafters.

& | furgmn, in. fome degree of - reputa-
ﬂon, who is a. great partizan of emollient
341 decoctions,






EXTERNAL INFLAMMATIONS. 17

effe@ted by this metallic remedy nnly Of this,
many of the Faculty are as well convinced as

myfelf; and I make no doubt, but all thofe,
who will give themf{elves the trnuhlc to read
the Obfervations which conftitute a great part
of the prefent work, and apply them pro-
perly, will eafily admit, that this remedy
ought to be preferred to all others, in the
treatment of an external inflammation, whe-
ther it be recent, or of a long ftanding, fim-
ple or complicated, benign or malignant; in
fhort, in all the circumftances in which it
can be confidered.

I muft now anticipate an obje&ion, which
will undoubtedly be made to me; and that
is, after having condemned the ufe of emol-
lients, I ftill mix them up with my own re-
medy. But it is to be remarked, that a pro-
per mixture is often very neceflary, which
the molt fuccefsful experiments have fuffi-
ciently proved : this fa&, I believe, will be
acknowledged by thofe who will read my Ob-
fervations. But, among emollients, the one
I moftly prefer, is the crumbs of bread: for
it only relaxes the part as far as is neceflary
to facilitate the paflfage of the particles of the
Lead into the tumefied veflels, without par-
taking of the bad qualities of oleaginous and
%reafy medicines, which ought always to be
aid afide 1n inflammatory cafes.

Before we enter into a detail of the different
fpecies of inflammation, to which my reme-~
dy is apph-cable, 1 cannot help complaining

loudly
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EXTERNAL INFLAMMATIORS. 'r¢

have concealed from them the true manner im
lwhich' the ‘medicine ufually acted, and have
induced them 'to attribute to repercufiion, ef-
fets which did not proceed from it ? But
et that be as it will, I can proteft, upon' the
foundation of an experience that never de-
ceived me, that the repelling power, attri-
buted to~Lead and its preparations, is one of"
the ‘greateft errors-that have {lipt into the
praice’ of furgery, and one of thofe in
which it behoves pradtitioners moftly to be
undeceived.

Among the different inflammations that
have fallen within my practice, that of the
erifipelas, or St. Anthony's fire, has been the
moft frequent.  This difeafe makes advances,
which not only proceed from the caufe which
produced it, and the part that is affeted, but
. alfo from & . remedies commonly made ufe of
to fubdue itd aCoyHY .

Among ejifipelatous inflammations, fuch
as tend to a phlegmon, or gangrene, may be
‘moft eafily diftinguifhed ; being limited to a
certain extent in the fkin. Thefe require the
greateft attention and expedition in the treat-
ment, if we with to fcreen the parts affected
from the terrible danger which threatens
them. .

. Confirmed by the fuccefs which has often
attended 'the ufe of my metallic. remedy, I
have applied it in every kind of erifipelas;
and my method has been followed by many
other pactitioners, who have been furprifed

al
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{uch maladies, from the dangerous turns which
we have juft mentioned. | -
But it would be reftraining the Extraé of
Saturn to very narrow limits, if we confined
its aftion to erifipelatous inflammations on-
ly; it a@s with no lefs efficacy in phleg-
monous. ones, how painful foever or violent
in their {ymptoms; in boils; in inflamma-
mations attended with great heat; in whit-
loes; in inflammations of the glands un-
der and behind the ear, whether they are
the fymptoms of a difeafe, or conflitute the
difeafe 1itfelf; in quinfies; in ophthalmies ;
in a word, in all external affections, that
partake more or lefs of the inflammator
ftate. . |
1. Red painful tumours, attended with a
pulfation and burning heat, called phleg-
mons, often put the patient in imminent
danger. Some of thefe are feated in very
fenfible parts, and accompanied with cruel
pains, delirium, fharp fever, and ether alarm~
ing fymptoms. Others principally attack the
fat, and are followed by a fuppuration, which
is not eafily removed. Others, again, are
formed upon certain delicate organs, and from
thence acquire a greater degree of malig-
nancy ; as upon the globe of the eye, or its
adjacents parts, &c. In general, thefe phleg-
monous inflammations hurry to a period,
generally terminate in fuppuration, fome-
times in a hard tumour, and at other times
in a2 mortification, ‘The maiters of the a?
: who
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the extremity of - the fingers, cdiled the whit-,
loe, I will confine myfelf to obferve, that
the greater or lefs vmlence of the heat, pain,
and other fymptoms, an affemblage of which
charalerifes the difeafe, depends entirely
upon the different parts.of the finger wherein -
they are feated. It is upon this variety that
‘the divifion.of the whitloe into different kinds
is feunded. The firft is confined to the fkin
and fat, and is the mildeft of all; though
fometimes indeed 1t happens, that, by the in-
flammation and fuppuration of the fat, which
15 found at the extremity of the fingers, we
{ee the patient rum great rifks: for this in--
flammation continuing on to their bafis, and
paffing through different channels of the in-
ternal part of the metacarpus, brings a con-
fiderable tumour.over the whole hand, which -
1s penetrated, in various directions, by the
purulent macter : it is priacipally in whit-
lees that are negleéted or ill-treated, that
thefe fatal confequences are obferved. The
{econd kind is feated in the nervous in-
volucra, belonging to the flexor mufcles
of the fingers, and is attended with the
moft cruel pains, which are communicated.
to the adjoining fingers, hand, and even the
arm itfelf; the heat is fo great as to be-
come fometimes infupportable : one may have
feen patients, tortured in this manner, beg to
have the finger cut off, not being able to
bear the intente pain. To thefe {fymptoms is
joined a very fharp ﬁ:ver, and a number of
- other

#






EXTERNAL INFLAMMATIONS. 23

whitloes, both to. calm the violence of the
{fymptoms, and prevent the dangerous confe-
quences. 1 fhould be forry to recommend
the Extra&t of Saturn, as the only agent to
‘which we may have recourfe in all thefe cafes;
but I can confidently affirm, that this appli-
cation has generally ‘proved fuccefsful, 1n
‘thefe inflammations, when the common ones
have often been very detrimental. I call to
witnefs my colleagues, who are inclined to
fpeak truth; and demand of them, whether
they have not found, by experience, that the
emollient apphmtmns, generally made ufe of
in whitloes, fo far from procuring a refolu-
tion, have daily increafed the heat and other
fymptoms? The fuccefs of our metallic re-
medy is infallible, if applied in the beginning
‘of a whitloe, and before i1t has made a certain
progre(s : I have even ufed it in the ad-
vanced ftages of that complaint, ‘and per-
formed the cure in a few days.

The puncture ot a ttndon and aponeu-
rofis deferves the greateft attention of the
prattitioner. It is “almoft incredible how a
{olution of continuity fo {light, and often im-
perceptible, fhould excite the fharpeft fever,
occafion the moft violent inlammatory fymp-
toins, and many uther alarming acmdﬁ-nts,
fuch, for example, as attend blood- letting,
when the aponeurofis of the biceps has Been
punctured ; or any other injury which is of-
fered to the tendinous and aponeurotic parts
- of our budy In all thefe circumftances, I
43 [ have



26 A TREATISE o LEAD.

have feen the Vegeto-mineral Water, and
poultices made of the faid water, perform
wonders. An eye-witnefs only could have
given credit to what I relate; and all thefe
cures far exceed fuch as are performed by
-the common method of practice.

6. Inflammatory tumours of the glands be-
low the ear, frequently occur in practice :
they fometimes arife independent of any pre-
ceding complaint » but are often the confe-
quences of putrid fevers, of which they are
fometimes a crifis, and fometimes only a
{ymptom, but almoft always difpofed to be -
{chirrhous. How many times, by the ufe of .
improper applications to thefe glands, have
we not feen the matter repelled upon the
brain, lungs, or fome other internal organ,
and produce mortal fymptoms ? The Extract
of Saturn is an excellent refource; and may
be made ufe of either to difperfe thefe tu-
mours, when poflible and expedient fo to
do; or to diminifh the fuppuration, and make
- it more laudable. The Extrat is equally
fuccefsful againft inflammations of the maxil-
lary glands, or thofe of the neck.

7. Although I did not propofe mentioning
internal inflammations in this work, yet I
cannot overlook the quinfey ; a diforder which-
is well known to feize the external and inter-
nal parts of the throat. The horrid confe-
‘quences attending this inflammation, often
put the patient’s life in imminent danger.
The quinfey is fufceptible of the ufual termi-

nations
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EXTERNAL INFLAMMATIONS, 27

nations of inflammatory tumours; and it is
but téo often we fee it fuppurate, and end in
a mortification. The fpeedy relief which fol-
lows the application of the Vegeto-mineral
Water, authorifes me to afiirm, that there 1s
no better remedy againft inflammations of the
throat. _
I am not the only one who has experienced
the good effets of the preparations of Lead,
‘in-the treatment of quinfies, particularly of
‘thofe which tend to a morrtification. Mr.,
Raulin, phyfician in ordinary to the King, has
fuccefsfully ufed it in fimilar cafes ; as he has
informed the world, inh his Treatife on Difeafes
occafioned by Variations of the Air. The fol-
lowing is his account of it:
.« I ordered a gargarifm of rofe-water, into
¢ which were thrown fome grains of the falt
« of Lead : the remedy did wonders; it pre-
¢« vented a mortification, and put a ftop to
¢« that already formed ; it diffipated the {pots
¢ in a fhort time, and, with the affiftance of
“ camphor and phlebotomy, performed cures
« wherever it was applied. -Fn a neighbour-
_“ ing town, where fore throats raged, very
«« few died, who ufed the falt of Lead.” Some
contradi¢tions that Mr, Raulin had been ex-
pofed to from his colleagues, who wanted to
fubftitute the falt of Vitriol for the falt of
‘Lead, convinced that phylician of the fu-
periority of the laft medicine over the for-
mer. He has learnedly given his reafons in

his Treatife, |
Cs The
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Tt is alfo dificult to exprefs with what {uc-
cefs the preparations of Lead are uled in
thofe accidents which Mercury f{ometimes
produces in the mouth and neighbouring
parts. The Venereal Military Hofpital fur-
nifhes us every day with Obfervations, which
the moft incredulous cannot help believing.

8. It now remains for us to fpeak of the
inflammation of the eyes, known by the name
of Ophthalmia. This difeafe requires to be
treated with the greater attention, as it at-
tacks a very delicate organ, upon which cer~
tain applications, very proper for other parts,
make the moft hurtful impreflions.  Thefe
ophthalmies are often very inveterate, and
obftinately refift the applications, which are
generally made ufe of for fubduing them. 1If,
then, the common method of treating them is
often unfuccefsful, and even injurious, why
pot have recourfe to a remedy, which expe-
rience proves infallible, however confiderable
and inveterate the ophthalmia may be ? This
remedy is no other than the Extrat of Saturn;
the efficacy of which, againft this {pecies of
inflammation, is generally known, not only at
Montpellier, but in many other places. The
aumberlefs cures of the kind effected by this
remedy, both in my own practice and that of
others, would furnith matter for a volume;
but I thall confine myfelf, at the end of this
chapter, to a narration of the moft curious
. and remarkable.

€3 From
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From what has been faid, it follows, that

there is not to be found, among all the chi-
rurgical prefcriptions, a medicine more adapt-
ed, than the Extra¢t of Saturn, for fubdu-
ing external inflammations; that it is en-
dowed with the fingular property of pene-
trating the obftructed blood and lymphatic_
veflels, and of difperfing the infpiffated matc-
ter therein, without too much relaxing or ir-
ritating the coats of the inflamed parts; it
preferves a medium between thefe two ations,
and thereby infenfibly produces, without any.
bad confequences, the moft furprifing effeéts.
This remedy feems to unite, at once, three
qualities very eflential for an antiphlogiftic
medicine ; a cooling virtue, which the moft
ardent inflammatory heat cannot refift; an
anodyne one, which quiets the moft violent
pains obferved in inflammations ; an attenu-
ating, refolving quality, which the preju-
diced part of mankind has unfairly con<
founded with repulfion : in fhort, all the parts
of our body, without diftinction, fatty, glan-
" dulous, mufcular, tendinous, aponeurotic,
membranous, ligamentinous, weak or ftrong
in their texture, endowed with a greater or
lefs degree of fenfibility, bear equally the
action of our metallic remedy.

But, not to enter into theoretical difcuffions,
we will begin to fulfil our former engage-
ments; and give an account of fuch Obfer-
vations as we have made ourfelves, of Eave |

cen
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been communicated to us by others, upon
external inflammations, Theyall tend invin-
cibly to prove, that the praifes which have
been given to the Extract of Saturn, and the
virtues attributed to it, are not chimerical in-
ventions of the brain,

OBSERVATION LI

Communicated by Mr. GAUTIER, Surgeon at Aix in
' Provence.

Mr. GUILHEMON, my confrere, attended a
patient, afflitted with a phlegmonous eryfipelas,
which was feated on the inward part of the right
thigh ; the pain and inflammation were fo great, that
a gangrene was apprehended. Repeated phlebo-
tomy, and applications of emollient and anodyne me-
dicines, fo far from relieving the complaint, feemed
to increafe the bad fymptoms ; and fo much fo, that
recourfe was had, very a-pro-pos, to the Vegeto-mi-
neral Water, which foon calmed the pains, and

reftored the patient, in a fhort time, to his former
health, -~

OBSERVATION: I.
Communicated by the fame.

Mgr. PANEN has communicated to me a2 more
extraordinary cure, by the Extrat of Saturn, of an
eryfipelas of the worlt kind, which had feized one
eye-lid, and a great part of the face: the whole was
much difpofed to a gangrene. At firft, different emol-
lients were applied ; but, upon their not fucceeding,
recourfe was had to the Vegeto-mineral Water, which,
in lefs than forty hours, abated the bad {fymptoms, and,
in a fhort time after, performed the cure. '
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feized the leg of a poor man; in the General Hof] pital :
it took its rife from a bleeding in the foot, which was
very much fwelled, as was the whole leg. The ap-
plication of my remedy fenfibly diminifhed both the
inflammation and fwelling, in three or four hours : and,
the third day, my patient was-cured. .

Mg SERVATION V.
Communicated by Mr. Roux, Surgeon-major to
Vaftan's Regiment.

Mg. ROUX has informed me, that he had cured,
with theVegeto-mineral Water, many patients afflicted
with eryfipelafes in different parts of the body, in-three
or four days time. | |

OBSERVATION VL

Communicated by Mr. Couras, Doétor of Phyfic
of the Univerfity of Montpellicr.

I WAS called in, toachild troubled with an ery-
fipelas, which extended itfelf along the lower extre-
mity of its right fide. I ordered comprefles dipped in
the Vegeto-mineral Water to be applied to the tu-
mour. As the patient was in the country, and fuf-
fered a great deal, it was thought proper to apply a
poultice made of bread, mallows, and pellitory of the
wall, till fome of the Extraét of Saturn could be pro-
cured. ‘T'he confequenceof this was, that the ery-
fipelas became more inflamed, and extended itfelf
upon the buttock ; but the damage was foon repaired
by the application of the Vegeto-mineral Water : by
degrees the inflammatory fymptoms difappeared, the
fever went off, and, in two days time, the diforder was
conquered. L

- Note, That Mr. Coulas remarks, in his account,
that the cure of the eryfipelas was entirely owing to
| Cs the
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the Vegeto-mineral Water, as the child could by no
means be prevailed on to take any internal medicines
proper for the occafion. '

"OBSERVATION VIIL

THE wife of one Caflagnes, of Lanfargues, was
troubled with a coagulation of milk in one of her
breafts, in the month of February laft. This woman,
not being able to fupport the pain, made ufe of many
different emollient medicines, which had been pre-
fcribed to her by her acquaintance ; but they only
ferved to increafe the {welling and bad fymptoms; and
fo much fo, that the matter forced its way through
the fkin, in many places: ftill the breaft continued
very large, and appeared fchirrhous, and of an eryfi-
pelatous colour ; which made all who faw it dread the
worft confequences. As foon as I had examined the
complaint, ?gave her fome Vegeto-mineral Water, to
make poultices of, and ordered them to be renewed
every {ix hours : in a few days, there was a change for
the better, to the no fmall aftonifhment of herfelf
and friends ; and, in five or fix weeks, the cure was

compleated.
OBSERVATION VIIL

. IN the month of March laft, I was fent for to the
Citadel, to the fon of Mr, Coft, gaoler. This child,
about four years old, was troubled with an eryfipelas,
which extended from the upper part of the thigh to the
inferior one of the hypogaftric region, as likewife with
a phlegmonous fwelling on the groin. The eryfipelas
reached to the fcrotum and penis, and there caufed a
phymofis, which obftructed the paflage of the urine.
“I'he child was blooded once ; and poultices, made of
bread and the Vegeto-mineral Water, in the fpace
of eight or ten days, difperfed both the eryfipelas and

bt ko,
Lot OBSER-
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OBSERVATION IX.

Communicated by Mr. MENoON, Surgeon to a Battalion
of Militia. :

T MADE ufe of Vegeto-mineral Water, for the
cure of a child, feven or eight years old, aflited with
an eryfipelas which covered its whole body. Mon-
fieur éﬂulard’s frequent ufe of this medicine, of which
I had been eye-witnefs in the Royal Hofpital, induced
me to try it, Ina few dalys after the application, all
the cuticle came off in fcales ; and, in eight days, the
child was cured. Many other furgeons, on the like

occafion, have made ufc of this remedy with the fame
{uccefs.

OEB:S5:E RV AT LON X,
MADAME DE FUR, wife to Major de Fur,

was fo much alarmed on feeing one of her children
fall, that both her breafts were in an inftant feized
with an eryfipelatous eruption, which even fpread con-
fiderably above them. 'This lady foon after came to
Montpellier. I found, upon examining her, that the
diforder would foon become of the tetter kind, on
account of the continual itchings. I applied the Po-
matum [ generally make ufe of for tetters, and wafhed
the parts well with the Vegeto-mineral Water : the
itching was foon removed ; but,as this lady fuckled her
child, the remedies operated but flowly ; which de=
termined me to make ufe of the Cataplafm made with
the Vegeto-mineral Water. This had the defired

effect ; and, in a few days, the complaint was re-
moved,

OBSERNATHON XI.

Communicated.

_ AN Invalid, of St. Francis’s Hofpital at Mahon,
in confequence of a fevr:r,chad two malignant boils
0 on

i
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the pain fo far abated, that the patient thought herfelf
quite cured. I continued the treatment, with the fim-
ple application of cataplafims made of bread and the
above-mentioned Water.  In five days the complaint
was entirely removed by refolution alone,

OBSERVATION XIV.

I WAS defired, in the year 1748, by Mr. De
Beloy, colonel of a regiment of light troops at Genoa,
to vifit Mr. Falcon, an officer - he had received a
wound, with a fword, in the common tendon of the
flexor mufcles of the fingers, of the internal part of
the right hand. The inflammation was very great,
and extended upon the fore-arm to the protuberance
of the humerus. By the application of comprefies

dipped in the Vegeto-mineral Water, the pain ceafed,

the fwelling fubfided, and the cure was compleated in -

a few days.

OBSERVATION XV,

A WASHERWOMAN at Genoa was pricked
by a thorn in one of the flexor tendons of the right
hand : matter formed therein ; and, after a long Fu -
puration, the hand remained motmnleﬁa, as did hke-
wife the fingers. She had been fome time in this
fituation before the confulted me. I ordered her to
bathe her hand, morning and night, in the Vegeto-

mineral Water : I then appligd my Saturnine Plafter, |

which, in ten or twelve days, compleated the cure,

GBS E'RV A TTO'N, XVL-

Communicated by, My. Roux, Senior Surgeon-major

in the Ar Y.

I WAS called in to a patient who had a confi-
derable tumour on the arm and ﬁ::-r&—arm, accom-
panicd with a fever., It was owing to a punclure

9 4 of
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renew it twice in four-and-twenty hours ; at the
end of which, all the bad fymptoms difappeared, ex-
cept fome little hardnefles, and a flight pain ; which
were removed, in twelve days, by a plafter made of
wax, human fat, a little camphor, and Vegeto-mine-
ral Water.

OBSERVATION XIX.
Cimmunicated by Mr. GAUTIER, 4 Mafler

Surgeon.

I SAW a perfon troubled with fo violent an oph-
thalmia, that the inflammation fpread itfelf over all
- the neighbouring parts of the eye, and had all the
appearance of an approaching gangrenc. This dif-
order, which had hitherto bafled all medicine, at

Jaft yielded to the application of the Vegeto-mineral
Water.

OBSERVATION b5
Continued by the fame.

1 WAS fent for to a patient afflicted with an cede-
matous tumour on the lower eye-lid, as big as an
egg, and turned outwards.’ The fwelling had feized
the whole cheek, and the eye-lid was as tran{parent
as glafs. The application of the Vegeto-mincral
Water, for one night only, confiderably diminifhed
the e:l'wclling; and, in a few days, the patient was
cured.

OBSERVATION XXI.
Communicated.

Mz. CONSTRITTI, furgeon of Cette, had 2
daughter afli¢ted with an ophthalmia in both eyes.
The humour was fo fharp, that it brought an inflam=

' mation
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No remedy had been left untried : frequent bleedings
in the arm and foot, repeated baths, different colly-
riums, and every thing that could be thought of, had

roved unfuccefsful.  In this fituation Mr. Delan faw
Eim :" he' made ufe’ ' of the Extradt'of Saturn with fo
much fuccefs, that, in a fhort time, to the no {mall
aftonithment of the Faculty, who before had prefcribed
to him, and of all the officers of the garrifon, the faid
gentleman was freed from the indifpofition he ‘had fo
dong laboured under.

OBSERVATION XXIV,

A CHILD of this town had been troubled, for
eight months, with an ophthalmia, and a finall web on
the tranfparent cornea, which made light infupport-
able. Every remedy was tried, that was judged pro-
per for the diforder, unfuccefstully. A conitant ap-
plication of the Vegeto-mineral Water performed the
cure in eight days.

OBSERVATION XXV.

A DAUGHTER of Mr. Rivat, merchant at
Montpellier, was afflicted with a violent ophthalmia,
which made light infupportable : fhe was foon cured
by the application of my medicine. This lady’s fa-
ther cured a perfon, afflicted in the fame manner, with
the fame remedy. : ;

OBSERVATION XXVL

Mr. HENRY, ftudent in furgery, nephew to
Mr. Roger, firlt furgeon to his royal highnefs Don
Philip, was troubled with an ophthalmia in both eyes ;
which was fometimes fo troublefome, that he was
unable to profecute his ftudies. After trying many
remedies without fuccefS, he came to me for my ad-
vice : I ordered him my medicine, which fucceeded to

his wiihes,

OBSER- -
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OBSERVATION XXXI

Communicated by Mr. REG1S, a Surgeon of this
Town.

I MET, one day, 2 Jew, who had an cedematous
tumour on the lower eye-lid of his left eye, which
was turned outwards, and tranfparent: this tumour
had feized the whole cheek of that fide. I applied,
that night, the Vegeto-mineral Water ; and the next
day he was cured. :

OBSERVATION XXXII.

IN the year 1747, Mr. Plantade, aid-de-camp
to the Count of Choifeul, was cured, at Genoa, of an
ophthalmia in both eyes, of two years and a half {tand-
ing, by means of the Vegeto-mineral Water.

OBSERVATION XXXIII

A MENIAL fervant, belonging to the Duke of
Richlieu at Genoa, had fo violent a diforder in his
eyes, that it was apprehended he would lofe his fights
Ii'e was cured by this medicine.

OBSERVATION XXXIV.

Communicated by Mr. Covras, M. D. of the
Royal Society of Montpellier.

I WAS aflited with a violent ophthalmia. The
fymptoms of the inflammation were fo confiderable,
and the pains I felt fo great, that the moft ap-
proved anodyne medicines afforded me no relief.
Neither the mucilage of the feeds of pfilium,
apples boiled in milk, the white of an egg beat up
with allum, oriental faffron, or any other remedy
I made ufe of, procured me the leaft eafe. Find-
ing that anodyne medicines were ineffeftual, 1 had

recourfe
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time, the eye treated with the Vegeto-mineral Wa-
ter, though the moft inflamed, was perfectly cured :
but the fate of the other was far different; which
ftill continued in its former fituation, till relieved
by the other application. From hence, I think,
it plainly appears, that both my brother and myfelf
are indebted to this medicine for a cure,

S ERVATION XNXVE

I HAD the honour of being fent for, when at
Paris, to a lady of diftin&ion, who had a violent
inflammation  attending the kernels of the neck,
the palate, and its roof, with a fever. She was
extremely averfe to bleeding. I ordered her a gargle
of Vegeto-mineral Water, with a few drops of
brandy. This immediately gave her eafe, and, with-
out any other application, radically cured her in three
or four days.

1

OBSERVATION XXXVIL

Communicated by My. Espinas, Mafler of
Arts, and Profeffor of Surgery, a Confrere of

THINE,

I WAS fent for to a lady, who had a violent
inflammation in the kernels of the neck, and neigh-
bouring parts: the pains. were confiderable, and
extended from the corners of the lower jaw, even
externally : fhe had not only great difficulty in
iwallowing, but even in opening her mouth : both
ber eyes and face were much fwelled : her voice
was very faint, and her fever ran high. DBleeding
every four or five hours, was prefcribed without ef-
fect ; as were likewife lohocks, gargari{ims, e nbroca-
tions, emollient and anodyne plafters. T'he bad fymp-
tomns houriy increafed ; and her life was thought to be
' 11
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OBSERVATION XL.

Caommunicated.

AN inferior furgeon of the Royal Holpital was
fent for to a woman of this town, who was troubled
with an eryfipelatous inflammation in her right
breaft : it had been fixed there for a month, and was
owing to her lying-in. An infomnium and fever
were the confequences: her breaft was very much
{welled, and very hard : the ill-chofen remedies, which
had been before applied, gave rife to an abfcefs, which
of itfelf had burft in different places. The young fur-
geon forbid the ufe of emollients, and fubftituted in
their room cataplafms made with the Vegeto-mineral
Water. The wounds were drefled with the po-
matum, compoled of the above water, wax, and oil.
T'his method was regularly purfued three times a day.
The patient almoft immediately found eafe, the fwell-
ing grew f{ofter, the inflammation difperfed, the
wounds cicatrized, and, in a very fhort time, the cure
‘was compleated,

OBSERVATFION XLI,

T HE bifhop of Montaubon was feized, in the
year 1753, with a violent inflammation in his leg,
‘T'he rednefs and pain were very great, and the fkin

, was covered over with a number of.little bladders,
full of a reddith water. Mr. Haguenot, counfellor
_at law, and profeflor of the univerfity, was fent for.
He defired I might be confulted. ‘This gentleman
was witnels of the immediate relief my medicine
gave the patient ; for, in a fhort time, this refpectable
_prelate was able to go abroad, and, in eight days, to
perform his ecclefiaftical functions.

OBSER-.
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OBSERVATION XLIV.

- Communicated by the fame.

I WAS fent for to a lady of this town, who had a
very painful tumour on her left heel; 1 ordered the
above Cataplafm, which fucceeded to our wifhes.

‘OBSERVATION XLV.
Communicated by Mr. * * *, a Student in Surgery.

IN the year 1751, I was affli¢ted with a violent
ophthalmia, and a tumefaction of the caruncule la-
chrymales, with a relaxation of the mufculi elevatores
of the eye-lid : this caufed an involuntary weeping ;
and the humour which diftilled from the part was fo
corrofive, that it brought on an eryfipelatous tumour
on the adjacent parts of the eye. I applied, in confe-
quence of this diforder, after lofing fome blood, the
white of an egg, diflolved in plantain and rofe water ;
thinking this proper to afluage the pain, and repel the
humour which caufed the complaint ; but all thefe re-
medies had no effe¢t. Finding my diforder too ftub-
born for common applications, 1 made ufe of Mr,
Goulard’s Mineral Water. I had not long applied it
before I experienced its good effects, and the fourth
day I was perfectly cured.

D CHAP
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part againft this body, whether the contufion
15 followed by an hzmorrhage, or whether
the blood is fimply ﬂagnated in the .pare
contufed.

The following eflential differences are to
be remarked : 1. The veffels of the part con-
tufed fometimes remain entire, though they
have loft their tone; from whence arife
fwelling and diftenfion. 2. At other times,
when the aétion or blow has been more con-
{fiderable, or fome {mall blood-veflels are
ruptured, the blood appears extravafated un-
der the fkin ; from thence proceeds an echy-
muﬁs, or extravafation of blood. 3. The third
{pecies of contufion is attended w;th a rupture
ﬂf more confiderable blood-veflels, a great
effufion of blood, and often without an ex-
ternal wound. 4. In fine, the vefiels may be
burft, the flefh lacerated or torn'; and this 1s
the cafe of contufed wounds.

The two firft fpecies of contufions are ge-
nerally cured by refolution ; the third often
terminates in fuppuration ; as does'likewife
the fourth, which fometimes ends 10 a gan-’
grene. :

The ‘fatal effes of contufions are more
frequent than is commonly apprehended.
When they are large and deep, they often
degenerate into fordid ulcers, which are diffi-
cult to cure. 'When they lie over a confide-
rable artery, they give rife to an aneurifn
or fwelling thf:rem, which may fhew ifelf
fome time after,, Cancerous tumgurs too
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of the metallic parts of Lead, and on their
powers of pafling through the pores of the
{kin, and of removing the obftructions, tu-
mours, and concretions, they meet with. The
following Obfervations will help to prove
what I have advanced in this fetion.

OBSERVATION 1L

A PAGE of the Duke of Richelieu had an in-
flamed tefticle, owing to a bruife he had received in
riding, Many remedies had been prefcribed without
fuccefs, and the diforder continued to gain ground.
Upon feeing him, I ordered comprefles of the Vegeto-
mineral Water to be applied to the part; which foon
gave him eafe. 'The day after, the pains were en-
tirely abated, and in eight or ten days the cure was
compleated,

OESERVATION  IL

A GIRL, about ten years old, fell between'
fome coach-horfes legs. She had received fo confi-
derable a contufion on her arm, fore-arm, hand,
back, and thigh, that the furgeon, who was called in,
thought her life in danger. A confrere of mine, who
was fent for before me, applied vulnerary water to
the parts, which caufed confiderable pains, as it did a
fever. 1 was defired by a charitable lady to go and
fee the patient: I ordered my liquor to be applied, -

which immediately gave her eafe, and in eight days
time fhe was cured.

OBSERVATION IIL

Communicated.

~Mr. CURQUET,  apothecary, thewed Mr.
Laborie, .a confrere of mine, a contufed wound on

D.3 the
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ehecks, by a fall from a cart. I immediately applied
a comprefs dipped in the Vegeto-mineral Water, and
in four days timé fhe was perfectly cured. = Mr. Defon
adds, that her hufband had very much bruifed one of
his ancles, and that, upon applying a comprels of the
Vegeto-mineral Water, he was very foon cured.

OBSERVATION VIL

IN the autumn of the year 1758, during my ftay
in the country, I faw a child, who had pafled before 2
' bee-hive, where they were taking honey. Both his
face and head were much ftung, and bis fituation was
very diftrefling. T applied the fame remedy, and hs
was cured in a fhort time. :

OBSERVATION VIIIL

SOME years ago a countryman fell from the top
of a wall : he was carried home very much bruifed,
and unable to move without confiderable pain. He
had been attended for two days by a furgeon; but
neither himfelf or friends thought the applications
anfwered their expefation. T'hey had then recourfe
to a phyfician of Montpellier, who had been often
witnefls of the efficacy of the Extra& of Saturn, in
bruifes : by his defire I fent him fome of it, and in~
formed him how it thould be ufed upon the occafion.
I have learned fince, that in a few days after the
bruifes and bad {fymptoms difappeared. '

OBSERVATION I.X.
Communicated, I-

I HAVE experienced the admirable effe@s of
the Extract of Saturn againit bruifes, in many voyages
at fea, where the failors are often expofed to thefe
accidents,

Da ’ OBSER-
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burned part, and in the extravafation, coagu-
lation, and diffipation of the humours.

Burns are not only effeéted by contact with
real fire, as that of a flaming hot coal, but
alfo by contact of fubﬂances folid or ﬂmd
which contain a great cpuanltit}r of fiery par-
ticles; fuch, for example, as hot iron, boil-
ing oil, water, gun-powder, &c.

The fymptoms of burns are reduced nearly
to thofe of inflammation ; but a great diffe-
rence is to be obferved .in their degree.

1. Sometimes the ation of the fire does
not reach deeper than the cuticle, and mu-
cous {ubftance below. In thefe {light burns,
a number of blifters arife on the part, be-
come red, and occafion an itching fenfation ;
and by the feparation of the epidermis from
the fkin, the extremities of the nerves are
left naked. Pain now commences, and often
with fome degree of intenfenefs; but all
thefe fymptoms vanifh in a fhort time, and
Nature effets a cure, by renewing the out2
ward f{kin. 10

2. A burn becomes more confiderable,  if
the action of the fire has penetrated to the
fkin and fat; for then heat 'and -pain' are
highly mcreafed together with a drynefs and
hardnefs of the burned part, which is imme=
diately covered with little vefiels, filled w:th
a yellnw:ﬂm humour. (1113209 -

‘3« In-the moft violent burns, not Unly the
Epidernusi, the {kin, and fat, are! deftroyed,;
but the: membranes, mufclcs, veflels, and
211093 D even
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even the bones themfelves are confumed ; and
in the place of the live parts, there remains
a black infenfible flough’; in a word, a dead '
miafs. :

It is eafy to conceive, and experience - fuf'q
ficiently proves, that the effets of burns vary
according to the diverfity of caufes. Boil-
ing oil makes more confiderable impreffion
than boiling water. A burn from pitch or
rofin is ftill more to be feared. Red-hot iron,
which touches gently, as it pafles the body,
leaves lefs traces than when it is ftrongly ap-
plied for a confiderable time: aqua-fortis,
gun-powder, different {pecies of cauftics, pro-
duce different burns.

- It is effentially neceffary to r:matk the na-
ture and extent of the parts of the body
which have fuffered from ﬁrc; for it 1s evi-

dent that the danger is more or lefs great, =

according to the firuéture and ufe of the parts
burned, and the more or lefs fpace fuch parts
ocevupy. The temperament and conftitution "
of the patient ought alfo to weigh with us, in
forming our epinion of thofe difeafes. In ge-
peral, the deeper the burn, thc mnmmm ht |
spprehended frﬁm {tactocls |
- The remedies againft burns are ntmmaif
numerous. Every one, if 1T may fo f_'pmlc 4
has one per:u.lmr to himfelf: h:ut without |
entering into a fuperfluous detail, 1 will only
‘mention the admirable effects of the Prepa-
rations of L.ead in burns.. Before the Extract

nﬁS#mms kaown, Ihaw: feen able fur-
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oeons make ufe of an ointment of Lead with
great fuccefs on thefe occafions. I myfelf had
occafion to ufe it-happily for Mademoifclie
Sybille, who had a confiderable burn on her
face and neck, to which one of iy colleagues
had made applications before, which irritated
the parts fo much as to bring on a violent fe-
ver: I applied the Ointment of Lead, which
‘inftantaneoufly affuaged the pain, and com-
pleated the cure in a fhort time. |
Our method of cure in thefe complaints is
very fimple; it confifts in the application of
comprefles, dipped in the Vegeto-mineral
‘Water, on the part which is burned. If the
outward teguments remain unbroken, “we
need only keep the compreffes conftantly
moiftened ' with the above water ; if the burn
is deeper, if the teguments are injured, and
‘there 1s a wound, lictle pieces of fine lint
may be applied, covered with the ointment,
of which we fhall give an account in the
Formule ; taking care to cover the whole
with compreffes dipt in the Vegeto-mineral
Water, which muft be moiftened ' from time
to time. By this means of proceeding, the
pains aré not only immediately calmed; but
the difeafe radically cured.
OIS ERVATION 1. = 4%
- Cammunicated by Mr. MenurET, M. D. : {]
' A'CHILD of elve years of aze hed His arn,

forc-arm, and the right fide of his Lrealt burne by
D6 iome
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with commeon water, which, after three or four ‘ap-
-plications, cured me. I can alfo aflure you, that I
have feen furprifing effeéts from the bougies of M.
Goulard, on the patients of the faid hofpital, and
upon a man of fortune in the city of Touloufe, who
had tried before thofe of Mr. Daran, which he
did not find anfwer fo well as ‘thefe; of which I
‘have heard many, eminent in the profeflion, efpe-
cially Mr. De La Pougade, fpeak with the greateft en-
‘comiums.

- Thefe few Obfervations, added to thofe
which treat of burns caufed by gun-powder,
in the next Section, may appear fufficient to
induce at leaft the practitioner to try the effi-
cacy of the Extralt of Saturn againft burns :
its ufe is not {fo much to be dreaded as that
of aftringent and ftimulating remedies; nor
are there the fame inconveniencies attending
1t, which refult from emollients, from plafters
which are termed defenfores, from black foap,
and many other topics; whofe bad effects,
to my great furprife, have not engaged the
mafters of the art to {eck a more efficacious
remedy. |

o B G By b O N, Jil

- THERE are few f{ubjelts in furgery which
merit more attention than fuch as treat of
gun-fhot wounds, By thefe wounds are un-
derftood fuch as are made by a ball, or any
other hard body, forced from the cavity of
fire-arms by the explofion of gun-powder. h

' The
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Mr. Ranby, an Englifh furgeon, recommend
foftening with oil the firlt drefling; others,
which is much the {fame, ufe emollient ca-
taplafins. ‘This is the general method, when
they are attended with inflammation. Some
make ufe of aromatic wine, when there is a
contufion and tumour: a praétice which {uf-
ficiently agrees with the indication which
ought to be fulfilled. Others, again, make
ufe of fpirituous medicines, which may be
of fervice when mixed with other ingredi-
ents ; but which, T believe, are always inju-
‘rious when apphed alone, even in cafe of a
mortification.

I would not have fpoken fo decifively
againft the bad confequences of the common
prattices of treating this {pecies of wounds,
had I not been well convinced of them. It
1s one of the moft interefting points in fur-
gery, which we fthould by no means overlook,
by {uffering ourfelves to be mifled by former
practice, inftead of confidering how to im-
prove upon it.

The mfallibility of the good effeéts of the -
Extract of Saturn will fecure the praétitioner,
who thall preferibe it in the treatment of gun-
fhot wounds, from the errors which attend
the other methods hitherto adopted on the
like occafions; for I am not afraid to affert,
that in a fhort time after the application of
this medicine, the ‘accidents ufually attend-

ing thefe complaints, fuch as inflammation,
fwelling, &c. will be diminithed. = I am alfo
thoroughly
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powder, from the intenfe pain, threw himfelf into a
river ; but he was fcarcely come out again, before
the pains returned upon him with great violence.
When all other remedies had been made ufe of with-
out effedt, this prelate caufed comprefles of the Ve-
geto-mineral Water to be applied to the part. He
was immediately freed from his fufferings, and cured
in a few days. This fame gentleman likewife in-
formed me, that he had prefcribed this remedy with

the fame fuccefs to one of his domeftics, who had by
fome accident burnt his leg, |

OBSERVATION 1L

Communicated by My, SoULIER, Surgeon-major of
' the Regiment of Bigorre.

A CORPOR AL was burned with gun-pow-
der, from the head to the epigaftric region. The
two fuperior extremities had likewife fuffered, and his
face was fo disfigured that he could not be known.
He was blooded as often as is ufual on fuch occafions,.
but nothing was applied except the Vegeto-mineral
Water : he was regularly drefled three times a day,
and I took care to keep the comprefles moiftened with
the above water. In five-and-twenty days my patient
was cured without any ugly fecar,

OBFERVATION 'III,

- A PROTESTANT Minifter, who had received
a piftol fhot on the fuperior part of the fore-arm,
was conducted to the Citadel of this town. He was
attended by Mr. Vatre, mafter-furgeon at Paris, and
the furgeon-major of the Norman regiment, who
were unanimous in applying comprefles dipped in the
Vegeto-mineral Water to the part, thinking this
method would be the moft efficacious to fubdue the

k | inflammation,
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OBSERVATION VI

Communicated by My. BRUGUIRRE, of the Regiment
of Tour-du-PFin.

AN officer of the Crown Regiment was wounded
at the affair of Crevelt, by a ball, which entered the
middle and external part of the arm, and came out on
the other fide, without injuring the bone. Every
thing that is ufually done on the occafion was done
for him. It was his lot to fall into my hands, and L
cicatrized both wounds in a fhort time, by the ap-
plication of the Vegeto-mineral Water. A comrade
of his, who lay in the next bed, and was under the
care of an afliftant-furgeon, had the fame kind of
wound ; but feeing his yet remaining open, petitioned
to have privately given him fome of that excellent
white liquor, which had contributed to cure his com-
:a;le' in fo thort a time. I refufed it, left it fhould
come to the knowledge of the afliftant-furgeon, who
certainly - would not have thanked me: however,
through compaffion, I ventured to give him fome of
it, which he made ufe of every morning after his
ufyal drefling. He was cured in twelve days.

OBSERVATION VII.

On the Cure of a Fiflulous Ulcer, in confequence of @
Gun-fbot Wound. By the fame. |

ONE REJOUIL ferjeant of the Regiment of
Chartres, received a wound with a ball on the
upper and external part of the thigh, which en-
tered the fcrotum, and came out two fingers
from the great -trochanter, without injuring the
bone. About fix weeks after this accident, he was

broughg







EXTERNAL SUPPURATIONS, &c. 69

that are fufceptible of inflammation, fuch as
are the membranes, aponeurofes, tendons,
periofteum, &c. |

The fuppuration of every part is generally
preceded by a greater or lefs degree of in-
flammation; and by this, chiefly, is a judg-
ment to be formed of the violence of the
{fuppuration.

Although it ‘has heen faid, with a great °

deal of reafon, that fuppuration is the work
of Nature, it is not lefs true, that it may be
retarded or promoted by art, according to
the choice which is made of the medicines
proper for the occafion. This choice is not
fo indifferent ' as is generally imagined, and
often gives rife to-many inconveniencies.
This fubje® being fo very important, re-
quires our particular attention.
-+ Emollients, on which we fufficiently dwelt
in {peaking of Inflammations, are adopted
by prattitioners with at leaft equal inconve-
niencies, in the greater part of threatened fup-
purations. They tread the beaten path, from
which they think it unfafe to depart; but a
clofer examination will prove to us the infuf-
ficiency and the danger of thefe emollient ap-
plications, in the cafe now before us.

But to attempt to perfuade the generality
of Surgeons not to overwhelm, if I may fo
fpeak, an inflamed part, which tends to fup-
puration, with relaxing and ripening cata-
plafms, is to fpeak a language entirely con-
trary to their ideas. But what will they fa}}

| v
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after which, ulcers, like wounds, want only
a regeneration of fleth and fkin. The object
of our Work is not to enter here into d:fcuf..
fions, which are often fruitlefs, concerning the
manner of the growth of fleth, and formation
of fkin; but ftopping at fomething more fo-
lid, we will remark, that in the treatment of
ulcers, praftical furgery has very little uni-
formity. One ufes the ointment of Galen,
when the ulcer is recent and painful ; others
the balm of Arczus alone, or mixed with
bafilicon : others, in fine, different ointments,
digeftives, plafters, &c. Now it appears that
the relaxing ointment, as that of Galen,
blunts the action of the veffels, on which
alone the cleanfing and healing the ulcer de-
pends ; from whence follow proud flefh, ill-
digefted matter, &c. The other ointments,
by a powerful irritation of the found veffels,
add too much to their active power ; from
whence follow inflammation, copious fuppu-
rations, and fometimes a mortification ; or at
leaft ‘they confiderably retard the cure.

If thefe different circumftances are feri-
oufly confidered, we fhall be convinced that,
in treating ulcers and fores, the choice of
medicines ought to turn upon fuch as increafe
the elafticity of the veflels, without irritating:
hem. This is the effe¢t of the Extrac of
aturn, which, if applied either as a wath, or
in the form of an ointment, as appears in the
-urmulw, prefently allcv-tates the pain of the
moft
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the drefling of ulcers, beginning with fuch as
are fimple and recent, and then going to thofe
which are ancient, callous, painful, putrid,
ftinking, and corrofive.

There is nothing more eafy than the dref-
fing of fimple ulcers; 1 mean f{uch as are oc-
cafioned by the opening of an abicefs; for
thefe, we make ufe of wafhes of the Vegeto-
mineral Water, and of injections of the fame,
when they are deep; we wet the pledgets
and firft comprefs ; and cover the former with
the Cerate, as in the Formula ; we drefs the
fores twice a day; and by purfuing this me-
thod, the difeafe is foon conquered.

It is not the fame with old, foul, bleeding,
horny, and fetid ulcers ; they obftinately re-
fift ordinary apphcatmns ; and even the beft
Eruve ufelefs, without the indifpenfable pre-

-autions we take in their treatment. If we
attend to the nature of thefe ulcers, and their
offenfive and corrofive fuppuration, we fhall
be able to judge of the difficulty of their
ure; for if they are only dreffed twice a day,
his corrofive {fuppuration deftroys and de-
ours, I may f{ay, in a few moments, the
&tion of the moft excellent applications.
aving learned from experlence, that the
xtra& of Saturn, mixed with common wa-
er and brandy, in the quantity that will be
1ientioned in its place, is not only fovereign
n preventing putrefaction, cleanfling, refolv-
ng, calming; but has the moft fingular
irtue of blunting the acrimony of the molt

E bloody
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without giving occafion to a reflux of vicious
matter into the blood; and I am well per-
fuaded, that but a very little of the offenfive
and corrofive matter muft produce the worft
effets. But the reproaches which thefe re-
medies we have been {peaking- of fo juftly
merit, cannot be given to our metallic one.
It does not a& by repulfion, nor does it oc-
calion any reflux of matter,. as it fets in mo-
tion the ftagnated humours which choaked
up the edges of the ulcer, and preduces an
external fuppuration; it gently {timulates the
found flefh, adds to its {pring, and cleanfes,
at the fame time that it blunts, the acri-
mony of bad fuppurations. Thus the pains
are abated, and all the bad fymptoms which
generally attend malignant ulcers; which it
effectually cures, by deftroying the caufe,
‘which I fuppofe To BE Locar. What I have
here advanced 1s founded upon fifteen years
experience ; fo I think it may be depended

‘upon. :
However, I do not pretend to banifh, in
the treatment of ulcers, the general or parti-
cular remedies proper to deftroy the viru-
lence that may be found in the blood, and
'which 1s often the caufe of bad fuppurations,
But in general it is worth while remarking,
that old and callous ulcers are commonly
produced by the negle& of fome inconfider-
able fore at firft, or of fome inflammation
that had come to fuppuration ; which, by bad
treatiient, often degenerates into an incurable
E. 3 - ulcer.
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months, the ulcer was deterged, confolidated, and
cicatrized, without any inconvenience to the pa-
tient ; who is now as able to attend his bufinefs as
€VEr. '

OBSERVATION 1L

Oxe MEJAN, a fervant, came to confult me
about a fcrophulous, fordid, and fetid ulcer, which
he had under his right ear. 1 looked upon the
ulcer as venereal, and, in confequence, ordered him
to bathe it, and ufe mercurial frictions ; which,
inftead of relieving, increafed the diforder. This
ulcer continued to corrode the adjacent parts ; it pe-
netrated to the internal part of the ear, and the
cheek of the fame f{ide: he was drefled with our
Cerate, and the Vegeto-mineral Water, with which
the ulcerated part was wafhed many times a day,
over which comprefles were laid wetted in the fame,
This remedy diminifhed the pain, but not the ulcer ;
upon which the patient was obliged to go to Bareges ;
from whence he returned, after a long ftay, without
being cured. Upon his arrival' at Montpellier, he
came again to confult me. I told him that my re-
medy was beft adapted to his cafe, but, at the fame
time, that great attention was to be paid to the dref-
fings, which ought to be very frequent. . By follow-
ing my advice, he had the fatisfaction of feeing the
ulcer gradually diminifh ; and in fix weeks time he
was perfectly cured.

Since the writing of this obfervation, many ulcers
have appeared in different parts of his bedy, as upon
the fhoulder, neck, and head ; in which part the
bones are difcoverable for a confiderable extent.
Our medicine always effeCted the cure of this evil,
although unaffifted by a regular regimen, It is true
that a fmall ulcer yet remains, and many more are
to be apprehended ; but as the fource of the evil con-

Bz Iifts -
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- fri€tions by a pmper-bﬁth.. Before the ufe of the

mercury, the cure was much advanced, and com-

leated before the mercury took effe¢t. Many, who
followed me in my vifits, were furprifed at this cure,
and were no lefs fo at the celerity with which it had

been performed.

OBSERVATION IV,

Mr. RYMBAUL, purfer to the King’s thips,
came to me, in the year 1755, to be cured of an ulcer in
each leg, with which he had been afflicted for twenty

ears paft, and had hitherto been deemed incurable.
kefe ulcers were of the malignant kind ; their edges
hard and callous ; the fuppuration very offenfive ; and
the whole was attended with violent pains, an inflam-
matory heat, and tumefaction, I treated this patient
| in the fame manner I had done the former, except the
mercurial fii€ions ; 2nd I own fhould have been fur-.
prifed with his cure, had I not been eye-witnefs of
the former. In fix weeks he was perfeétly well, and
able to return home. 7Y P eav

OBSERVATION V.

A SOLDIER, of the regiment of Burgundy,
had been afflicted for feven years with an ulcer in
the middle part of his leg. Its edges were hard and

. callous ; he bad been falivated without fuccefs ; but
by a methodical drefling, fuch as we have above de-
{cribed, the ulcer was perfectly cured in a very fhort
time, L 9.0 4 :

QB S E BB N . VI.

A WOMAN with child had fome confiderable
ulcers round the vulva, which caufed infupportable
pains, which no medicine could calm. Being well
afiured they were not venereal, I prefcribed my
medicine, which gave her eafe, and performed the

" cure,
: E 4 OBSER-‘
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OBSERVAT I'ON XI.,
Communicated.

Mgz. SEGUI wrote to me from Spain, that he had,
lg the fame means, . cured the farmer-general of his
'Catholic Majefty of ulcers in his leg, with which he
'had been affli¢ted about twenty years, and which had
difabled him from walking. Mr. Segui adds, that he
‘had not only brought the above ulcers to cicatrize, by
means of the Extraét of Saturn, but had alfo been
witnefs of the patient’s making ufe of his legs, which -
he had not been able to do for many years paft,

OBSERVATION XII..
Communicated.

‘Mr. REGIS, a furgeon of this fown, faw a girl’
of nine years of age, of.a very delicate conttitution,
who was troubled with a tumour on her neck, as big
as one’s fift.. He made ufe of every remedy he
thought was proper to difperfe it; dreading its com-
ing to fuppuration, and leaving a fiftulous ulcer, which -
is generally the confequence. But, notwithftanding
his care, the tumour fuppurated ; and, upon opening
it, he difcovered many {chirrhous glands. * The ulcer
could never be brought to cicatrize, upon account of-
the fleth, which was become flaccid and fungous.
‘T'he matter it difcharged was thin, and its acrimony
brought an inflammation on the part. After two
months drefling, two puftules appeared, which con-
tained a yellowifh corrofive fluid : the ulcer, whofe
borders were become callous, and like thofe of malig-
nant ones, fpread farther. Bareges, lime-water, and
every thing elfe, were made ufe of without fuccefs.
This induced Mr. Regis to have recourfe to the Ex-
txact of Saturn ; which, in feven or eight days, gave

¥ .5 the .
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The fuccefs was fo fudden and aftonithing, that
I thought myfelf bound to make the particulars
known.

OBSERVATION XV.

Communizated by Myr. BRUGUIERE, Surgesn-major of
the Regiment of Tour-du-pin.

A SOLDIER of the regiment of Mailly had
béen troubled, for four or five years paft, with a
cancerous ulcer, which occupied all the anterior part
of the leg, with a tumefaction of the middle part of
the tibia. I gave him a bottle of the Vegeto-mineral
Woater, and defired him to wet the comprefles, when
he found them dry; and, as he had the advantage of
being near a ftove, he warmed the water.. My pa-
tient followed punctually my orders. In about four
or five days, 1 perceived the edges of the ulcer much
cleaner, the bottom red, and the vacancies filled up
with good flefh; and that, by perfeverance, he was
in a fair way of being cured. In fine, after a month’s
application of this medicine, he was not only freed
from this ulcer, but likewife from the tumefattion of
the tibia, Of this fact, Mr. Laroque, phyfician to the
army and to the hofpital at Duifbourg, was an eye-
witnefs. . This phyfician could not help mentioning
the cure; and attefted it bg a memoir, which I fent to
Monf. De Paulmy, then Secretary at War, who did
me the honour to write me a letter upon the occafion,
which I '{tll preferve. | :

I was not afraid of advancing, in the pre-
lude to this Chapter, that my medicine had
often proved fuccefsful in difperfing abfcefles,
after they had f{uppurated. The following
Obfervations will help to prove what I have
faid upen the occalion.

g 7 OBSER-
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‘ medy, ¢ many bubnes in the groin and arm-
- «¢ pits, where the fuppuration was eftablifh-
<« ed.” Thefe are his own words..

o A L IR0 S |

On the Aftion of the Extralt of Saturn on Fiffu~
las, and fiftulous Sinuffes.

WHATEVER is the pature of the mat-
ter of an abfcefs, and in whatever part of the
body it 1s found, a difcharge 1s always to be
encouraged and promoted by incifion; for
 when it has been lodged for any time, it never
- fails to open a paiTao‘e to thofe parts where it
meets with leaft reﬁ[tam.e Now as the op-
pofition from the fkin 1s much greater than
that from the parts below it, it 1s not furprif-
ing that matter, which has no external vent,
thould attack the adipofe membrane, and the
mufcles themfelves ; thereby occafioning fi-
nuffes, hard tumours, callofities, and fometimes
a caries of fuch bones as are found near it.

A judicious practice might prevent thefe
accidents, which too frequently attend the
common methods of cure. To this end the
ufual applications, in inflammations, muft be
abfolutely laid afide, and ours fubftituted in
their ftead, either in a cataplafm, lotion, or
otherwife. By this means the inflammation
- may be removed; or, if fuppuration cannot
be prevented, it may be at leaft confined to

narrow
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OBSERVATION IIL

A NEPHEW of Mr. Guifcard, Commiffary at
War at Genoa, had been affli¢ted for many years with
a fiftula, which penetrated one of the maxillary finuffes.
It was owing to the drawing of a tooth. It was
inje¢ted for a month with the Vegeto-mineral Water,
and cured.

OBSERVATION 1V.
Communicated.

Mr. REGIS, Surgeon of this town, was fent for
to a lady, who had a fiftulous ulcer in the inferior
and internal part of the leg, which had been occa-
fioned by an eryfipelas, which had fuppurated. The
patient had kept her bed for fix weeks, and would
never confent to have the ulcer laid open. There .
were many callofities round its edge, and a confiderable
tumefaction. Having intreduced a probe into the fif-
tula, a fanious matter was difcharged, and three
finuffes were difcovered of three fingers breadth each,
which ran in different diretions.  As an incifion was
- not approved of, we were obliged to keep the wound -
open by tents. Mr. Regis then made ufe of my Ex-
trat, which he injected ; but thinking this method
tedious, he had recourfe to the green balfam, and Ba-
reges water : but he was foon ubhﬂred to lay afide thefe
remedies, and return to mine, an “account of an eryfi-
pelatous inflammation, which he difperfed very foon
with the Vegeto-mineral Water. He had foon after
the fatisfaction of feeing the had {ymptoms difappear,
and the ulcer cicatrize. ~

OBSERVATION V,

Onve TOULOUSE, fervant to the Count de
Montcan, was troubled Wlth an incompleat fiftula,
which
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CH AP, IV,

On CEHEEF“J‘, whetber occult -or ulcerated ; and
of the AGion of the Extrai of Saturn againft
thefe Complaints. |

¥ T is a received opinion among Phyficians

and Surgeons, that external applications
are ufelefs, and generally dangerous, in the
treatment of cancerous tumours. This opi-
nion is adopted by prattitioners of the higheft
reputation. Mr. Van Swieten, in his Com-
mentaries on the Aphorifms of Boerhaave,
declares himfelf of Hildanus’s opinion, whofe
Obfervations. prove, that plafters of muci-
lage and melilot, mild as they are, augment -
the rednefs and pain of a Cancer, as often as
applied. This Obfervation, fays the illuf-
trious Commentator, juftifies the Aphorifm
of Hippocrates, who teaches us not to at-
tempt the cure of occult Cancers. We like-
wife find 1n Hildanus, and in other Obferva-
tions, a number of examples, which confirm
the truth of Hippocrates’s opiniom.

This opinion, fo univerfally adopted, is the
caufe of thefe unhappy fufferers being left a
facrifice to the moft horrible pains, which no.
medicine can calm, and which frequently
conduct them to their graves. ‘From hence

one
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But we are not to neglect internal remedies,
during the external ufe of the Extraét of Sa-
turn. Ilook upon this remedy, with refpeét
to the greater part of external complaints,
and partlcu!arly for the treatment of {chirrhous
tumours, as [ do the preparations of fteel for
the removing of obftructions and complaints
of the bowels; or thofe of .mercury for the
venereal difeafe; but with this diftinétion,
that the efficacy of the different preparations
of Lead i1s more to be depended on than
thofe of fieel for {chirrhous tumours and ob-
{tructions, whu:n every one kpows often baffle
them.

I fhall place at the head of my Obferva-
tions on this {ubjet, a letter written to the
wife of the Intendant of Languedoc, by a
lady of her acquaintance, who had applied
my remedy to the cure of a Cancer, with
which fhe was afflicted.

LB SIERV AT LON: L

¢ T HE Extra& of Saturn, Madam, does won-
ders : pray fend me fome more of it. 'T’he Poma-
tum has likewife been of great fervice. I was at
firft afraid of the pure Extract; but though it has
been applied only twice, it has done all: that could
be reafonably expe&ed {o that now the wound is
clean and fenfible.”

OBSERVATIONIL

I WAS fent for to Agyde, to two religious wo-
men, one of whom had an ulcerated, the other an
occult cancer. The firft of thefe Cancers indicated
the operation, but a confiderable tumefaltion of the

axillary
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confiderably diminifhed, and foon after entirely dif-
perled.

OBSERVATION IV,

- Communicated.

Mgr. PECHAGUT informs me, from St, Ni-
cholas de la Grave, that he works miracles with my
medicine ; and among the numberlefs cures he has
performed, that one is very remarkable: It was on a
child, who had a cancerous ulcer on its cheek, to
which Mr. Pechagut applied our Vegeto-mineral Wa-
ter ; by which means the ulcer was confolidated in
twelve days, to the no fmall aftonifhment of every one,

OBSERVATION V.

Communicated by Mr. DIDIER, Surgeon-major of the
Royal Corfican Regiment.

DURING my ftay at Antibes, I was defired to
vifit Mr. Merle of this town, who was affHited with a
Cancer, which was partly ulcerated and partly occult.

T covered the pledgets with the pure Extraét of Sa-
turn; the comprefles were dipped in the water, and I
took care to wath the ulcer well with it. In afew
days there was a change for the better. Being obliged
at that time to join my regiment, I left the patient in
a fair way of doing well. '

OBSERVATION VL

- THE under cook-maid belonging to Mr. Le
Prevot, about fourteen or fifteen years of age, had a
confiderable tumour in one of her breafts, which was
very hard, and of an unpromifing appearance. She
was brought to me. I ordered cataplafms of bread
and the Vegeto-mineral Water ; by the renewal of
which three or four times a day, fhe was cured in a
fortnight, '

2 - OBSER-.
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1 RE FIECT I ON.

From this Obfervation, joined with many
others, confequences may be drawn of the
moft beneficial kind ; for they ferve to prove
by experiments, how much thofe are and
have been to blame, who forbid external ap-
plications on Cancers, whether in their com-
mencement, or after they are confirmed,
But the greateft advantages’ of all are their
methods of cure. We cannot fay too much
to prove our affertions, {ceing our opinion
contradicts that of the greatelt men; and that
it is:by Obfervations and reiterated experi-
ments only, we can bring others to the {ame
way of thinking with ouriclves.

OB S E RVVAT LON,  IX;

By My. BRoQuENOD the Younger, A. M. and Student
| in Surgery.

- ASOLDIER, of the Regiment of Burgundy,
came to the Hotel Dieu at Montpellier, afflicted with
a hard inflammatory tumour on the polterior and
lower part of the right thigh ; it extended thiee or,
four fingers breadth above the ham, and about an inch
below'it. The furgeon of the ward examined the tu-.
mour, and feeing it did not tend to refclution, he ap-
piied a cataplafm of bread and water. This was con-
tinued for four days, without any vilible alteration, as
it neither difperfed, nor looked as if it would come to
Eppuratiun : on the contrary, it rather feemed to grow

H{ﬁEI‘,ﬂ.W'hiCh determined him to .apply refolvents.
e then ordered'a plafter of Vigo, mucilage, and
diabotanuin, | LR

| 1 ' ‘This
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Our applzcatmn is the true {pecific for ef-

fecting a refolution of this kind of tumours,
efpeclall}f in the beginning. In the courfe
of a long practice, I have always experienced
it to be effeCtual in cafes where this fluid
was thickened, whether in the joints, or in-
volucra of the tendons, even when the fharp-
nefs of the humour had occafioned gouty
fwellings. However, what I have advanced
1s not grounded on my own Obfervations
only, but on thofe of many prattitioners ; as
will afterwards appear. Before I enter upon
the facts which I have to mention, I think
myfelf obliged to declare, that we owe to the
Marefcnml de Richelieu the perfetion of the
remedy which we employ for the cure of fuch
diforders in the joints as are occafioned by the
thicknefs of the fluid lodged in their cavities.
‘The addition of foap to the other ingredients
of the Pomatum, of which we fhall give an
account in 1ts proper place, was invented at
Genoa by that illuftrious nobleman. It was
with this Pomatum I made a cure, in the year
1748, of which I fhall give a detail, and which
1s one of the moft furpnﬁnﬂ' of the kind that .
was ever performed.
2. Our remedy 1s alfo admirable in all cafes
where the ligaments of the articulations are
relaxed, whether the caufe which produced
that relaxation be external or internal, gf:nf:ral
or particular, &c.

e ]ivcry bnd}r knows what is meant by
the word Sprain: it is a violence offered tu

¥ the
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the ligaments of an articulation by an exter-
nal caufe ; {fuch as an effort, a fall, a blow,
&c. A fudden tumour always enfues, pro-
portioned to the force with which the caufe
atted, and to the quality as well as number
of the ligaments which fuffer. 1 have often |
had occafion to fee, in my practice, that the

Lommon external applications, ufed in thefe

cafes, augmented the pain, whilft ours con-
ftantly relieved it, and effected a cure in a

few days. It is very neceffary to obferve,
that there is nothing more oppofite to {prains,
than the application of fat, oily fubﬁ:ances,

fuch, however, are always ufed: hence the
fwelling remains, and the joint is weakened
by a long difeafe ; and excruciating pains are
felt on every change of weather.

4. Before we come to the Obfervations, it
may be expected that I fhould fay fomething
of luxations : but as this would be wandering
‘too far from my prefent {fubject, I have re-
ferred the detail of it to the end of this
Chapter ; contenting myfelf to obferve here,
that my remedy 1s {fuperior to all others in
diminifthing the in ﬂammatur}' fwellings, which.
are the neceﬁ"aryccm fequence of luxations from
an external caufe.

OBSERVATION I.

Communicated by M. GAvTIER, Mafler-Surgeon at
Aix in Provence.

'NOT long ago, one of my confreres and my fel

faw a perfon of feventy years of age, who had a
fpurmuh
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fpurious anchylofis. We made ufe of Mr. Goulard’s
Pomatum, and pumped the Vegeto-mineral Water on
the part affected ; by which means the cure was com-
pleated in three weeks.

OBSERVATION IL

Communicated by Mr. CREMOUX, an old Surgesn of
the Dauphin Regiment.

I WAS fent for to a young man, who had a con-
fiderable tumour on one of his knees: it fpread it-
felf over the whole articulation ; where I was obliged
to make many incifions. By bathing the part with
the Vegeto-mineral Water, and applying the Poma-
tum, the diforder was perfeé¢tly cured, though of a
long ftanding.

OBSERVATION III
Communicated by Mr. RoserT, Mafler in Surgery.

A YOUNG LADY had been afliéted for fix
months paft with a {purious anchylofis, and cutaneous
ulcers. This difeafe had fcized that part of the leg
where its articulation is with the foot, and all that
of the tarfus. Many remedies had been prefcribed
without fuccefs ; and fhe had no. other profpect than
that of being bed-ridden for the reft of her life. In thefe
melancholy circumfitances, I had recourfe to Mr. Gou-
lard’s medicines, as to my laft refource; which I
made ufe of, by pumping, fomentation, and bath.
The fuccefs far exceeded our expeftations ; for, ina
few days, my patient was free from all her complaints,
The motion of the joint is agajn reftored, and the ul-
cers have difappeared.

F 2 OBSE R«
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gland. Many remedies had been unfuccefsfully tried
for a month paft : in feven or eight days time, by the
application of the cataplafm defcribed. in Obfervation
the Fifth, the fwelling and hardnefs were diminifhed ;
and in a very fhort time this lady, who had before loft
the ufe of her leg, walked as well as the did before her
complaint, :

OBSERVATION VIIL

Communicated by Mr. Roux, Surgeon-major of the
Regiment of Vaftan. -

AYOUNG LADY ftrained her foot fo violently’
in walking, that fhe was obliged to be carried home:
Her foot was immediately put into fome Vegeto-mi-
neral Water, and comprefles were applied to the part,

dipped in the fame : in two days time fhe was perfect-
ly cured. -

. Mr. Roux adds, that on many like occa-
' fions he had ufed the Vegeto-mineral Water
with the greateft fuccefs. |
Bk
OBSERVATION . IX, '
- Tue CHEVALIER DESQUILLES, fon
 of the Marquis De Mefplex, of Pau in Bearn, page
 to the Duke of Orleans, being at play with his
companions, in one of the rooms of the Palais
Royal (this room was parquetted and waxed over)
made a confiderable effort by an extenfion of his
~ legs, the one from the other. The ligaments
which confine the head of the femur in its focket re-
ceived fo confiderable an injury, that the patient,
through the exceflive pain he felt, was obliged to
be carried up to his chamber. Meflieurs Faget
and Marfolan, two eminent furgeons, were fent.
for; nor was any thing fpared to give their patient
¥ : eafe 3

]
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to negle&t any thing which might contribute to his
fon’s recovery. In confet}luem:e of this, I ordered a
bathing-tub to be got ready, in which I placed my
patient twice a day, that he might more conveniently
receive the pumping of the Vegeto-mineral Water ;
obferving, at the fame time, to make very gentle ex-
tenfions of the limb, backwards and forwards : during
the fall of the water, the part was rubbed ; then my
Saturnine plaiter was applied, and a warm cloth upon
the whole. By a repetition of this conftantly twice
a day, the patient foon found himfelf relieved; he
began to move the difeafed limb without any affift-
ance, the pains diminifthed, and the natural warmth
of the part was re-eftablithed. In fifteen days time
he was able to put his foot to the ground, and in three
weeks to walk without crutches. The ufe of the
plafter was continued for about fix weeks, at the end
of which my patient returned home, very happy with
his fituation. Some years after, I received a letter
from this gentleman, which, as it gives a full de-
tail of the cure, I cannot here pafs over in filence ;
it was to the following purport: ¢ You have, no
¢ doubt, forgot an unfortunate young man, whom
¢ you attended for fome time at Montpellier, and
¢ who found himfelf much relieved by yeur re-
“ medies. You know, on my arrival there, I
‘“ went upon crutches; and by your afliftance was
“¢ able to put my foot to the ground, which I
¢ found before impratticable. Since that time 1
¢ have continued mending ; and the clays of Aix,
¢ which you prefcribed me, in conjunétion with
¢¢ others of the Faculty, compleated my cure. It
¢ is true, I continued lame, but was able to walk
¢ without a {ftick, and go through a good deal of
¢ exercife. This was my fituation for near five
¢ years, and it is only during thefe fix months paft
¢ that it is altered. The part is wafted, and the
¢¢ limb -is become fhorter than the other, But {till,

F 4 ; ¢ with
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that, by a relaxation of the ligaments of the part, the
mufcle of the buttock had contraéted, anc drawn the
head of the femur from its cavity upwards; and
that this, by prefling on the pofterior f{ciatique
nerve, gave rife to the pains my patient felt. My
opinion was, that fhe muit inevitably remain a cripple,
and that the limb would at laft wither away ;. and,
in fine, that the only method remaining to give her
eafe, would be to replace the head of the femur in
its acetabulum: to effect which, I took the follow-
ing method :

I ordered two jugs to be filled with. the Vegeto-
mineral Water warm : one affiftant held the trunk,
another the lower part of the limb, who gently
moved it backwards and forwards ;. in the mean
time, a third poured from the jug the Vegeto-mine-
ral Water upon the part, whillt a fourth was em-

ployed in rubbing it. It was not long before the
lady found the good effets of this operation. The
head of the bone was foon brought upon a level with
its cavity, and in lefs than Affeen days re-entered it.
My patient was then able to fupport herfelf, and walk.
I took care to apply one of my Saturmne plafters to
the grievance, and a bandage upon that.  This lady

rfevered in the ufe of my remedies for above two

ears after the bone had been replaced. Though I
Eave not feen her for a confiderable time, 1 am well
aflured that her cure has been compleat; feldom a
year pafles,” without my hearing of" her ‘and I am
informed that the finds not the leaft bad effets from
her old complaint.

DESERVETION XTI,

A LABY of this town fell in her apartment on
the articulation of the femur with the iliac bones:
a Prieft, who pretended to be a bone-fetter, was

fent far, and foon after, myfelf, On my arrival, I .
P 7 atked
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her complaint. She faid, fhe could attribute it to
nothing but to her employment, for many years, of
cutting the portions of the Religious with a very large
knife. I concluded from thence, that the little {fyno-
vial glands, which are feated in the fheaths of the ten-
dons, had been injured by this work ; and that the
fynovia being infpiffated and dried up, bad caufed the
contraction of the tendons, and confequently the im-
mobility of the fingers. I was determined to.make
ufe of my preparations with the Extra& of Saturn ;
and this the more willingly, as I had learned, by ex-
perience, how very proper this metallic remedy was
to refolve the infpiffated juices, which choak up the
veflels, and even the fynovia in the articulations ; as
likewife to reftore weak parts to: their proper tonc,
efpecially when loft by an accident.

I began, then,"}’y bathing the whole'hand' in warme
Vegeto-mineral Water j during this, an afliftant rub-
bed it very gently : care was taken, at the {ame time,,
to keep up the warmth of the water with embers. In
about half an hour after the bath, I eidered the dif-
eafed part to: be rubbed, for a eertain time, with the
foap-pomatum ; after which, it was entirely covered
with one of my Saturnine plafters. I put a foft cu-
thion in the middle of the hand, and a bandage about
the wrift, with fillets to draw back the fingers, and
keep them outwards. '

This method was regularly purfued twice a day ;
nor was it long before we. perceived its good effeéts,.
as the difeafed part daily mended. After the fif-
teenth- day, the patient was able to open: the hand
at pleafure; and, by its duily gaining ftrength,, our
Religious was in a condition,. in. lefs. than: a2 month,
to write, few, and. attend. to. her ufual. vocations,
except that one of cutting the portiens.. [ own, I
was aftonified’ myfelf with this. fudden cure, which:
was remarked by the whoéz:— town of Genoa ; and

6 41 gt
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from their ewn difpofition, and partly frem
the weight of thelimb, and contraltion of the
mufcles of the part affe¢ted; and if the bone
is not confined in its place by a bandage, the
cavities of the joints are filled with fynovia,
which is accumulated and thickened to fuch
a degree, that it will be a difficult matter to
replace the faid bone.

Mr. Petit, in his excellent Treatife on the
Difeafes of the bones, takes notice, that an
incompleat luxation feldom happens to the
articulation of the knee; and this 1s true,
becaufe a round extremity, covered with a
polifhed and fmooth cartilage, and oiled with
its proper fluid, cannot remain long upon
the edge of its {focket. The head of a bone
thus circumitanced, when driven to the edge
by any external violence, muft either fall out,
or return into its focket. Thus, either there
will be no luxation, or it will be compleat;
which is far from being the cafe of {uch
joints of the human body as are formed like
‘a hinge. - :

It 1s neverthelefs true, that the bones of
the joint of the knee are fometimes diflocated
by external caufes in an incompleat manner ;
but this never happens immediately, or at
the moment 1n which we fall, or receive a
blow : it can only happen in cafes of falls, or
uncommon exertions, which particularly af-
fect the ligaments, that are ftrained and
bruifed, and difpofed to relaxation. The
bone not being fixed exaltly in its focket,

, the
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cation of the Saturnine plafter, made as di-
rected in the Formule.

When the head of the bone has been con-
duéted into its cavity, we fhould be careful
to give frequent but gentle motion to the
joint: this motion, often repeated during the
‘pumping, and affifted by the action of our
remedy, produces furprifing effefts; and 1
can venture to fay, that it is particularly effi-
cacious in acting upon the redundant fluid,
when thickened in any cavity, or the theaths.of
the tendons, which is the cafe in anchylofes.

In luxations where the ligaments are much
injured, great care muft be taken not to
harrafs the part teo much after the bone 3s
replaced. The gentleman, who makes the
fubjet of the Ninth Obfervation, would have
had nothing to fear from a relapfe, if he had
not indulged himfelf in violent exercifes, {uch
as hunting, dancing, and other movements
unfavourable to the recovery of the tone of
the articular “ligaments: he fhould have al-
Jowed more time to the bathing with the
Vegeto-mineral Water, and to the ufe of the:
Saturnine plafter. -

When people advanced in years have the:
misfortune to fall, the confequences are dread-
ful. As often as the ligaments of the joints.
are affected, the difeafe is generally too violent
to be compleatly cured. But even thefe pa-
tients may be eafed by our remedies, and by a.
well-made bandage, which they muft wear for

a long time. | |
CHAR
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without putting them to infupportable tor-
ture. | '

We fhall not enter into a detail of the dif-
tant caufes that produce Rheumatic Pains;
their caufes are innumerable ; we will only
obferve, that in the Army, whofe intereft and
‘advantage we always have in view, thefe dif-
eafes are often occafioned by a bad regimen;
by cold and damps, to which the foldiers
are often expofed ; by too free an indulgence
in the ufe of brandy and other fpirituous
liqunrs, &G Bk Iet the caufe of Rheu-
matic Pains be what it will, they are never
produced but when the ferum has contraéted
a certain thicknefs or fharpnefs, or both the
one and the other of thefe caufes; which,
. when confidered f{eparately, or in a ftate of
combination, occafion, 1. A flownefs in the
circulation of the lymph, which moiftens
the texture of the mufcles, and their ex-
' ternal teguments. 2. More or lefs confide-
rable obftructions in the lymphatic veflels of
thefe parts. 3. Irritations and vellications of
the nervous fibres which enter their compo-
fitions. 4. Laftly, the other effets which
accompany or follow the above morbific
changes.

Practice Informs us, that there are Rheu-
matic Pains exceedingly obftinate : amongft
which, thofe Rheumatifms that are gouty
or venereal are fometimes ranked. Some-
times we alfo meet with infinite difficulties
in the cure of fimple Rheumatifins ; but .

this
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great eafe in thefe pains, efpecially if the
patients conftantly lead a regular life. Bath-
ing and pumping with certain mineral waters
often effe& cures of Rheumatic complaints,
which had been proof many years againft
all kinds of internal medicines. The me-
dicinal particles of thefe waters are intro-
duced into the pores of the fkin, efpecially
if their paflage 1s facilitated by frictions or
pumpings ; they penetrate even to the ob-
ftru¢ted lymphatic veflels, where they atte-
nuate and divide the vifcous fluid that ex-
cites the Rheumatic Pains ; this lymph having
thus recovered its natural fuidity, takes
the ordinary courfe of circulation. And as
the acrimony of this humour had been en-
tirely deftroyed, or very much diminifhed,
by the antecedent ufe of {fweeteners; the two
vices which conftitute Rheumatic complaints
are deftroyed; and from hence may be dated
a radical cure; which indeed may be effected
by any other medicine, either internal or
external, which by its penetrating quality
will deftroy vifcidity, and, by its {weetening
quality blunt the acrimony and fharpnefs of
the lymph.

It wauld be wandering from our f{ubject
to enlarge upon the manner in which mi-
neral waters act in the cure of Rheumatifms ;
let us fix our attention only upon the arti-
ficial mineral water, which is employed with
fo much fuccefs in the treatment of thefe
diforders ; I mean the Vegeto-mineral Water, =

that
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nd f{till more of repellers, operates by de-
rees, and without danger; firft, a diminu-
ion, and then a total ceilation of the Rheu-
atic Pains, and of the other fymptoms that
ccompanied them., When thefe pains are
xtremely obftinate, I apply the Saturnine
latter upon the part affected. .

~ Let me be allowed to remark here, that
in the royal hofpitals, a better remedy can-
not be employed in Rheumatic Pains than
hat, which not only myfelf, but many others
f the Faculty, have found to be fo efficacious
on thefe occafions. The foldiers afficted
with thefe complaints, when brought to the
hofpital, find no {fpecific remedy, and are
obliged to wait the fealons for bathing in
mineral waters, which often prove lefs ef-
fectual than the remedy I propofe. It may
be objetted, that the hofpital muft be at a
great expence in procuring the apparatus for
bathmg but to this I anfwer, that the ap-
paratus is unneceflary, feeing it is fufficient
to rub the parts affelted wmh warm Ve-
geto-mineral Water, and afterwards to cover
them with warm linen, to effet a cure, at
leaft very often, of the moft acute Rheu-
matifms, elpecially when they proceed from
an external caufe, as from cold, rain, moif-
ture, &c.

The title of this Chaptf:r has already in-
timated, that the Extra¢t of Saturn is alfo
efficacious in periodical pains that attack the
joints, and are termed gouty. The fynovia

being
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being too thick and fharp, when accumu-
lated either in the cavity of the joints, or in
the glands that are difperfed 1in the capfular
and articular ligaments, excites cruel pains
of the gout, which laudanum itfelf cannot
relieve. The Extraét of Saturn, by its fearch-
ing, difperfing, and anodyne quality, anfwers
the different indications which the treatment
of thefe pains requires ; that 1s to fay, by re-
laxing the ﬁl:ues, which are over-ftretched, it
calms the pains; and, by difperfing the fy-
novia, it extirpates the very root of the evil.

Neverthelefs, let it not be imagined, from

what I have faid upon the fubjeé, that I mean’

to recommend the Extract of Saturn as a fpe-
cific in the gout; but it 1s very certain, that
gouty people may find, in this remedy, an al-
Teviation of pain, and a relief which they can-
not hope to receive from any others.

OBSERVATION IS

A POOR LAD, after a long imprifonment, was |
feized with fo violent a Rheumatic Pain in his left.
arm, that it appeared paralytic: every remedy that |
could be thought of was ufed for three months fuccef(-

fively. 'The Intendant’s lady fent for me, and defired
I would attend him. I ordered his arm to be rubbed
with the Vegeto-mineral Water warm ; I then ap-

plied one of my Saturnine plafters, and a warm cloth -

over that, his was continued twice a day : in
about eight days he was much relieved, and in ten or
twelve was perfectly cured. ‘The fuccefs of this me-
dicine was the more extraordinary, as the arm ap-

peared paralytic and motionlefs, and fo full of pain, as

to give reafon to think it incurable.

- OBSER-
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OBSERVATION IIL

A SOLDIER, belonging to the Orleans regiment
of dragoons, was troubled with pains in his knee,
which mercury was not able to remove. I applied the
Vegeto-mineral Water, and the Saturnine plafter, by
which means he was foon cured.

OBSERVATION I
A SOLDIER, of the regiment of Briflac, came

to our hofpital, afflited with fo violent a pain in his
right'arm, that neither bleeding nor narcotic medi-
cines could removeit. He was treated as above, and
was very foon cured.

OBSERVATION 1V,

A SOLDIER, of the Lyonefe regiment, had fuch
violent pains in the articulations of the lower extre-
mities of the right fide, that he was unable to walk
without crutches. Every remedy that could be thought
of, had been tried before in St. Elias’s hofpital ; upon
which he was fent to ours, as it was conjectured they
might proceed from a venereal caufe. But mercury
was adminiftered without effect : his fituation conti-
nued the fame, and he was unable to move. We ap-
plied our medicine, as we had done to the former,
which gave him almoft iinmediate relief ; and, in fine,
radically cured him in a few days.

OBSERVATION V.

A SOLDIER, of the regiment of Orleans dra-
goons, came to the hofpital with violent pains in the
articulations. As he had the venereal complaint, he
was falivated. DBefides the ufual fri¢tions, he had
many extraordinary ones ; but without any relief

from his pains, which tertured him day and night.
3 I ordered
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OBESERVATIFON VIIL
THE DAUGHTER of a‘thoemaker, who lives

in the fuburbs of this town, of about ten or eleven
years of age, was affli¢ted laft fummer with a con-
tradtion of the mufcles of the thigh, and of thofe of
the leg of the fame fide. Her parents had confulted
many of the Faculty, and particularly Mr. Leroi,
profeflor of phyfic. Blf’ferent remedies were prefcrib-
ed without fuccefs, which made them fear the would
become a cripple. In fine, the was brought to me;
and upon examination I was of opinion, that the part
affected fhould be bathed with the Vegeto-mineral |
Woater warm, and then covered up with warm cloths.
This was accordingly done twice aday: and in about
ten or twelve days the was fo well recovered, as to be
in the {treets with her mother ; where I met her, not
without fome degree of furprize.

I thall finith this Chapter with the above
Obfervation, becaufe I think it ufelefs to add
any others, which would indeed be too nu-
merous, confidering the great ufe which is
made of this remedy, both in this town and
the Royal Hofpital, for thefe kinds of com-
plaints.

s Cf CHAP.
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CHAUP. VI
On Tetters.

4ETTERS may, in general, be
| looked upon either as affections purely
local, or as difeafes that are occafioned by
a vicious quality of the general mafs of the
blood and lymph. The firlt fpecies pre-.
fuppofes a morbific change in fome ‘part of
the texture of the fkin, in confequence of
which the humours ftop, and afterwards ac-
guire more or lefs acrimony and vifcidity :
the others effentially depend upon a parti
cular depravation of the humours, and prin-
cipally of thofe that are lymphatic, T
fecond fpecies of Tetters is often hereditary,
and more difficult to cure than, the firft §
+he morbific caufe being not lefs general than
it is in the venereal difeafe, {fcurvy, king’s-
evil, &c. | -

This caufe once fuppofed, it will be very
- eafy to explain, why Tetters indiftinctly ap
pear in every part of the body; why they
are fixed fometimes to one part, and fome-
times pafs from one place to another ; why,
having once difappeared, either by the effe
of medicine or fimple efforts of nature,

they return again when they are leaft ex-
2 ¢ pected,
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pected, efpecially when a bad ufe has been

made of the nonnaturals; as when the exer-
cife has been too violent, when fpirituous li-
quors have been taken too freely, &c.

My defign is not to eater here into a theo-
tetic detail of the different kinds of Tetters,
or of all the caufes which produce them,
and the marks by which they are diftin-
guifhed ; I only mean to infinuate, that thefe
cutaneous eruptions, whether fimple or com-
plicated, or even hereditary, may not only
be undertaken, but radically cured, with-
out the danger of thofe accidents, which are
magnified by a fet of praétitioners, who are
pleafed to ftile this difeafe Incurable. My
remedy prevents every mifchievous accident
in the cure of Tetters, let them be dry,
moift, pimpled, fcabby, crufty, &c. Itisa
fac, of which I am convinced by a practice
of between fifteen and eighteen years, par-
ticularly in the Royal Hofpital; where, dur-
ing the {pace of more than ten years, I have
met with the greateft fuccefs in  the treat-
ment of all Tetters that I met with in my

ratice there; though, amongft the numbers
of thofe that I faw afli¢ted with them, there
were many that relfembled real lepers.

I once thought, with the reft of praéti-
tioners, that the cutaneous difeafes which are
produced by a general vice of the mafs of
blood, ought never to be treated by ex-
ternal applications ; feeing thefe difeafes are

G generally
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produced by certain ferments that infect the
mafs of blood, and deftroy them as effica-
cioufly, as mercury deftroys venereal concre-
tions. This is demonftrated by its action
upon obftructions of inflamed veflels, upon
tumours almoft arrived at a ftate of {fuppu-
ration, upon {chirrhous ones, excrefcences, and
horny concretions., A more conclufive fatt
may ftill be urged againft {fuch as infinuate
a repelling quality to the preparations of
Lead, from the experience of thofe who have
the [tch, and make ufe of our remedy for it;
for it has always been found, that, inftead of
repelling the morbific matter, this promoted
the eruption, by the early appearance of a
number of pimples, which dried and fell off
in the courfe of the treatment. This Obfer-
vation has been juftified in the cure of the
Itch, i1n two thoufand five hundred patients,
({ce the Chapter on the Itch) effected by my
remedy, without any bad confequences ever
happening.

.. The metallic partacies of our apphcatmn
infinuate themfelves into the moft minute
pores of the {kin, and penetrate to the only
fource which produced the tetterous com-
plaint : when arrived there, they thin and
‘divide the humour, blunt . its acrimony, fa-
vour its egrefs through the pores, of ‘the {kin,
and at laft radically cure the difeafe, fooner
or later, according as the morbific matter

oppofes more or Icfs refiftance to the effet of
our remedy.

£ G 3 i We
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We think it neceflary to obferve, that as
venereal difeafes require certain preliminary
preparations, to render the action of the mer-
cury more efficacious upon venereal concre=
tions; fo patients, affli¢ted with Tetters, fhould
be duly prepared for the application of the
metallic remedy which we ufe : thefe prepa=
rations confift in bleedings, purgings, domef=
tie' baths, herb-broths, mineral waters, &ec.
and thefe may be left off fooner or later, ac-
cording to the nature, date of the difeafe,
and conftitution of the patient.  If thefe pre-
cautions are taken, we need be under no
apprehenfion for the events, but may reft in
the greateft fecurity; for I dare advance,
upon the foundation of a long expcritn.cé-
that the fame fuccefs follows this treatment
of the moft inveterate and envenomed Tet-
ters, as does that of the moft confirmed pox,
‘when it has been methodically treated : that
15 to fay, when frictions have been preceded
by proper preparations. k. 11 )

As often as we drefs the patients with our
metallic remedy, the eruption becomes more
vifible. 'We conclude that this matter is dried
‘up in certain places of the part affected, efpe-
cially when the Tetter 1s crufted or ulcerated,
if a fine red fkin is drawn over the healed
part, while the neighbouring places continue
to yield a thin yellow humour, which never
ceafes torun till it is entirely exhaufted : this
humour is lefs fenfible, when the Tetters have
a.white head. 68 ) (s f

*' Tetters
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Tetters are, in general, very troublefome,
either from the infupportable itchings that
they occafion, or from an acrimoenious fup-
puration. Thole who are affli&ted with this
difeafe, are much inclined to fcratch, which
{o irritates and inflames the fkin as to pro-
duce reftlefs nights: fomertimes, again, the
parts inflame, fuppurate, and ulcerate; and at
is not at all uncommon to fee thefe ulcers be-
come habitual, for the want of proper reme-
dies to calm the irritations, and blunt the
acrimony of thé purulent matter that runs
from them.

The variety of external applications in the
treatment of Tetters, is almoft infinite : but
I am not afraid to affert, that many are ufe-
lefs, and others dangerous. To be convinced
of this, it is fufficient to perufe the works of
praftitioners who have treated of furgery,
and particularly the Treatife of Turner, who
is the beft writer upon the difeafes of the {kin.
This author prefcribes a number of reme-
dies; but there is not one upon which we
can depend for a radical cure of Tetters ;
while 1t would be extremely dangerous to
make ufe of many which he has recommend-
ed : fuch are thofe which are compounded
of vitriol, alum, lime, the fublimate in pow-
der, mercury, verdigrife, white precipitate,
red precipitate, and a number of other in-
gredients, of which the altion was never
well afcertained, and always to be fufpected.
The conclufion to be drawn from the above

G 4 detail,







‘DEwd 28 E R S At/iRsg

OBSERVATION IV.

FRANCIS GUENIN;, foldier in the regiment of
Sahns, had been afflicted, for four months, with a
white Tetter on the th:gh as big as twice the palm of
the hand : he was cured in a2 month.

OBSERVAIIUN . .V,

PAUL GRESSE, a foldier, had been affli¢ted, for
‘five months, with puftulous and ulcerated Tetters on

his legs and thighs : he was cured in five-and-twenty
days.

: ‘OBSERVATION VI

JOHN REBOUT, foldier, afflited with a Tetter
for fix weeks, was cured in feventeen days.

OBSERVATION VI

. ANTHONY PAGES, of the regiment of Eu,
“bad Tetters on his thigh during five weeks : cured in
- one-and-twenty days. | '

OBSERVATION VIIL

PETER NOVIO, a foldier in the battalion of

“ Dole, had been affli¢ted with Tetters on the upper

« part of his thigh, for above three months: he was*
cured in feven-and-twenty days. i Yo,

OBSERVATION IX.

JOHN FORET, foldierin the regimerit of Bur-

~ gundy, had ‘Tetters on his fore-arm and thigh : cured
" in five-and-twenty days.

OBSERVATION X.

. PETER GUENON, f{oldier, had Tetters on the
~ fuperior part of his arm for five months ;- eured in one-

* and-twenty days,

pad vl U
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OBSERVATION XIL

One SAINT JACQUES, foldier, had been af-
flicted with Tetters on his arm and fore-arm : cured
in feventeen days.

"OBSERVATIONE ¥k

JOHN POLE, foldier in the regiment of Bur-
gundy, had Tetters on the fore-arm: was cured in
one-and-twenty days. - '

OBSERVATION XIIL

IN the year 1746, Mr. de Montbas, captain, had
fo violent a humour in his legs, that the Marechal de
Belleifle ordered him to quit the army to get cured
they were covered with Tetters, that were both in-
flamed and ulcerated. Many remedies had been made
" ufe of without fuccefs. On his arrival at Montpellier,
he called a confultation of Meflieurs Lazermes, Ser-
rane, fenior, and myfelf. The phyficians were of opi-
_ mion, that he fhould make ufe of various internal re-

medies, and go to Bareges. But upon their leaving
the room, 1 affured the patient, that if he would ftay
at Montpellier, I could be of no fmall affiftance to him.
Upon hearing this, he refolved to come to my houfe,
“where I gave him the internal remedies that he had
been advifed to take. I then applied my Pomatum,
and the Vegeto-mineral Water. In three days there
was fo great a change for the better, that I defired
~ Mr. Serrane, fenior, to come to my houfe to be wit-
nefs of it. This gentleman expl'_ﬂl%’-ﬂ his furprize to
me in very flattering terms. The patient, by perfe-
vering in the ufe of the above remedies, was foon in a
~{ituatiop to return home, there to continue the internal
ones. ‘The complaint in his legs was removed ; and
the year after I had the honour of feeing him at Genoa

in perfect health,
O BS ER-
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OBSERVATION XIV.

ABOUT two years ago, Mr. Lagarde, valet-de-
chambre to the Chevalier de Saint-Prieft, had a fal]
from his horfe, by which accident tha fore-part of his
fhoulder and breaft was bruifed.  Lavender-water,
brandy, and at laft a plafter was applied, which he
wore for fix weeks. On taking it off, the fkin was
'found of a reddifh colour : this rednefs continued to
fpread over the neighbouring parts, and at laft be-
came of the Tetter kind, and was attended with dif-
agreeable itchings. On the patient coming to me, I

ave him fome Vegeto-mineral Weater, with which
he wathed the parts affeCted twice a day. On the

fifteenth day he was perfectly cured.

OBSERVATION XV, .
One RICHARDQT, a foldier in the Royal Re-

giment of Infantry, had been aflited for fome time
with a Tetter on his leg, which entirely covered all
the fore-part of it ; it was fo inconvenient to him, that
he could fcarcely walk. He had been for fome time
in the Royal Hofpital at Befancon, where he faid they
had applied oils, which had helped fo increafe his dif-
order. In this fituation he was obliged to march with
his regiment to Valence: on his arrival there, he went
to the Military Hofpital. A decoction of elder-flowers
in wine at firft gave him fome relief ; but his com-
plaint afterwards being increafed, he was obliged to
be conveyed to our Royal Hofpital at Montpellier. He
was blooded and purged, and ordered to bathe, and
take deco&ions of herbs. Thefe remedies were af-
fifted by the application. of comprefles dipped in Ve-
geto-mineral Water, and wetted from time to time.
Inlefs than fifteen days the patient was cured.

C6 " onsen
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The Itch is generally divided into two
kinds; one is called the dry or canine, the
-other the moift Itch; but thefe two may be
{fubdivided into four other kinds, which de-
ferve the particular attention of a judicious
practitioner. To follow this fubdivifion, in-
dicated by Mr. Raimond, in his Treatife upon
Difeafes that are dangerous to cure, wer will
confider the Itch under four different points
“of view : as, critical, [pontancous, [ymptomatic,
- and communicated. The firlt is the termina-
tion of an acute or chronical difeafe, when the
- matter is depofited on the {urface of the body.
The fecond appears of itfelf, and is not pre-
ceded by any illnefs, but is produced by a
- thicknefs andacrimony of humours, contrated
by a grofs, unhealthy diet, and a refpiration
- of a moift and foul air; it principally attacks
{ea-faring people. The third is an effeét or
- fymptom of another difeafe, as venereal com-
plaints, jaundice, fcurvy, &c. The fourth is
- acquired by touching and dwelling with thofe
- who have the Itch.

I faid above, that the differents kinds of
Itch, of which I have given a fhort account,
may be moift or dry. The dry Itch is dif-
tinguithed by fmall and almoft imperceptible
pinples, and a very troublefome itching,
that obliges the patients to fcratch, whether
‘ they will or not. The moift, or the great
- Irch, 1s generally marked by more confide-
- rable pultules, often greater even than are
" thofe of the fmall-pox: thefe puftules dre

COoIl-
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Mr. Raimond, It is pretended that in fome
countries, as in Britany, the Itch is endemi-
cal ; and there we are aflured that a number
of people retain, during their whole lives, the
leaven of this diforder, which fhews itfelf in
puftules, that return and difappear at different
feafons of the year,

We come now to the cure, which varies
equally with the prognoftic, according to the
particular nature of the Itch. Of the four
kinds taken notice of by Mr. Raimond, there
is not one with which our remedy does not
very well agree ; feeing it invariably produces °
the fame effect, in multiplying the itchy erup-
tions, and confequently cleanfing the mafs of
blood. However, we fhall {peak more parti-
cularly of that ltch which is formed by the
habit, and of that which is contracted by con-
tact with thofe infeted with it ; as thefe more
frequently occur in practice. -

Few difeafes have had more remedies pre-
fcribed for them ; but Turner’s Treatife on
Cutaneous Diforders prefents us with a mul-
tiplicity of applications, which are not eafily
enumerated, and from which the moft fan- .
guine practitioners promife a dubious fuc-
cefs. Authors of this clafs muft have hoped
to promote the intereft of mankind. How-
ever, I fhall make no apology for affirming,
that the ftile and meéthod of thefe writers
may poffibly be as prejudicial to young prac-
titigners, as they are difagreeable and irkfome
_ to their readers. . The only two fpecifics for
3 the
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the great confumption of them in the army,
is an object which merits the attention of the
Miniltry ; efpecially if it i1s confidered, that
the linen of the foldiers does not fuffer {fo
much by the ufe of our medicine ; which will
be no inconfiderable faving.

Another advantage that would refult from
the medicine which we propofe, 1s, that the
eves would not fuffer, as they frequently do,
from the forgetfulnefs of the patients, who
are too apt to rub them with hands that
have been befmeared with fulphur. What I
have here faid of the effects of my remedy is
not exaggerated, feeing I can alledge 1n its
favour more than 2500 Cafes, befides the ad-
vantageous atteftation: that has been given -
me by Meflieurs Imbert and Fournier. This
alone would be a fufficient recommendation
of it, if ignorance, fordid envy, vile intereft,
and a thoufand other contemptible motives,
did not almoft always raife a clamour againft
the man, who prefumes to render himfelf
ufeful to his fellow-creatures by a new dif-
covery, from a fet of people, who never
‘having done any thing to deferve the atten-
tion of the Public, {eek to emerge from their
ob{curity by railing at the talents of others.
To prevent the malicious imputations of
‘thefe people, the number of whom is un-
fortunately too great, 1 fhall lay before the
‘reader fuch pieces, as, in the eyes of every
.man of fenfe, muft fully juftify the praifes I
have beftowed upon my remedy, lefs from g
gelror | motive
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matmg at firft the itchy eruptions, demonftrates that
it cannot, with any colour of reafon, be ranked among

the repellers.
Signed, GUILLERME.

The different regiments of militia {cat-
tered over this province had furnithed us
with a number ufppatiems troubled with the
Itch, for thefe two or three years paft : they
have all been cured with equal fpeed a.ntl
{afety.

Man}r furgeons, in different countries, have
made ufe of the fame remedy, with the like
fuccefs; nor can we entertain the leaft doubt
of their care and abilities in the preparation or
the application of it.

Mr. Soulier, furgeon-major of the regi-
ment of Bigorre, wrote to me from Rochelle,
on the 26th of June, that he made great ufe
of my Vﬂgttu-mmeral Water, in the treat-
ment of various external diforders, and par-
ticularly for the foldiers of his regiment
troubled with the Itch, who are all cured
without any bad cunﬁ:quences attending the
-apphcanun

Mr. Taignon, furgeon-major of the regi-
ment of Soiffonois, wrote to me from Aigues-
Mortes, the 6th of Augult laft, to the fol-

lowing purport:

¢« "ACCORDING to the receipt which yﬂu gave. -
¢ me for the Itch, I have made ufe of the Vegeto-
¢ mineral Water upon fifty patients, troubled with
&¢ that diforder, of the battalien of Limoges, among
y é [ 14 whg,m
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by the Chevalier de Boncourt, Commiffary
at War, it appears that none of the patients
were cured by my method of treatment un-
der twenty, twenty-five; and thirty days.  In
fhort, Mr. Plaintegu does not condemn it,
and finds no other inconvenience from it, than
retarding the cure for fome days, and ac-
knowledges that it is lefs difagreeable than
the ordinary method: < Befides, fays he,
the linen of the foldiers was perhaps lefs
ftained.” -

By the lift fent from' the mll:nry huf ital
at Douai to the Minifter, the 27th of March,
1757, by Mr. Lanoy, phyfician to the above
hofpital,-it appears, that a foldier was rubbed
withtheVegeto-mineral Water feventeen times,
and cured.

Another fix times, and cured.

Another five times, and cured.

Another {even times, and cured.

Another eleven times, and cured.

Another feven times, and cured.

Another four times, and cured.

Another four times, and cured.

“Another four times, and cured.

Another four times, and cured.

Another ten times, and cured.

' Another thirteen times, and cured.
Another nine times, and cured. -
Another four times, and afterwards blooded

again, and again purged and rubbed.

1t
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It may be obferved from. the annexed ac-

count, fays Mr. Lanoy, that fome paucm.s1
have been cured in a very fhort time, others
more {lowly, and fome required bleeding and
purging again. That depends, according to ]
the remark of that judicious phyfician, upon
the kind and duration of the Icch: For fuch |
as had lately contraéted it, were cured in a

few days; but it proved more obftinate in
fuch as had been troubled with it for fome
months. The fame may be faid of thofe
patients who laboured under fome other dif-
eafe, together with the Itch, as continual or
" intermittent fevers : the cure of thefe was not
fo fpeedy, and it was neceffary to prepare
them by the remedies commonly prefcribed
for purifying the blood ; fuch as decoctions
of the roots of bardana, china root, @thiops
mineral, and fuch like.

The obfervations which were made by or-
der of the Minifter in the hofpitals of Arras
and Bethune, deferve to be placed here at

to Cnurt from the firft of thofe hofpitals by
Mr. Durand, who attends them ; and we will
afterwards givf: thofe that were commu-
nicated by Mr. Darquies, furgeon-major to |
the regiment of Bethune, the 4th of March,

2757

. OBSER-
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OBSERVATION of the Phyfician &f the
Hofpital of Arras.

THE ufe which has been made, in the Military
Hofpital of Arras, of a remedy fent down by the
Court, under the name of the Extraét of Saturn, for
the cure of the Itch, has had all the good effets that
could be expeéted from it ; if we except only a cer~
tain number of foldiers, on whom it took no effeét;
from which there was reafon to f{ufpeét, that fome
other difeafe might have been joined to the Itch. Nor
was this a mere conjecture; for by the ufe of baths, .
and frictions on the wrifts and hams with mercurial
ointment and zthiops mineral, a ptifan of the root of
bardana and lapathum, they were entirely cured.

The prefent account given by me, phyfician to the

URAND.

OBSERVATION of the Surgeon-major of
the Hofpital at Bethune.

THE well-known effets of the Extra&t of Sa-
turn. perfectly anfwer the author’s intention; always
fuppofing the ufe of it to be preceded by bleeding and
phyfic ; as thefe are neceflary preparations for difpo-
fing the blood to be benefited by this remedy. I have
oblerved, that of forty patients with the Itch, who
were treated with this medicine, fome were cured: the

' 6th, the 8th, and the 1oth day; none exceeded the

16th. I have farther obferved, that they were all
cured by a copious perfpiration ; and upon that ac-
count I preferred the adminiftering it at night, when
the patient went to bed. For it is well known, that
the two kinds of Itch, both the moift and the dry,
are feated in the glands of the texture of the fkin, and
that nothing can mere conduce to its cure than a co-
pious peripiration, which is always promoted by the

The

‘warmth of the bed.
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ufe this liquor, which may be called Saturnine-mar-
‘tial Water, I begin by warming it, and then dip the
comprefles and pledgets into it, which I apply to the

ulcers as warm as poflible. oy :

In regard to the Itch, upon Mr. De Chateauvillars’s
communicating to me the contents of a letter from
Mr. De Caumartin, on the new method of curing
this difeafe, I followed the directions, and above thirty
foldiers of the battalion of Saint Lo, and as many more
of Fifher’s, have been entirely cured.

But, to make a farther experiment, I wafhed the
lard with the Saturnine-martial Water,‘ and then
anointed the patients with it; by which means they
were more eafily cured. Perhaps the ferruginous
parts, mixed with thofe of the Lead, are better adapted’
for removing more fpeedily obftruétions in the cuta«
neous glands. . |

- Gravelins, April the 1ft, 1754.
' DorrimonT, Surgeon-major of the Hofpital,

REE- M AR RS

I'T appears, from the cures performed in
the above hofpitals, and thofe in the military
one at Montpellier, wherein more than 2000
foldiers have made ufe of the Extralt of Sa-
turn, that this medicine ought to be confi-
dered as the true {pecific for the treatment
of the Itch. In our firlt experiments, we
mixed it up with lard: but we are fince
convinced, by a multitude of falts, that a
mixture of the Extra&t of Saturn with com-
mon water, and a little brandy, is fufficient
to cure the Itch., Neverthelefs, to haften
% H ‘the
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tenuates the itchy leaven ; increafes and
brings out the eruptions; fometimes favours
a gentle, and fometimes a copious tranfpi-
ration ; but always acts with a force proper
for diffipating the itchy matter. -More than
2000 itchy patients having been cured by
the effets of this application, without the
leaft inconvenience refulting from it, prove
that thofe who met with accidents in the
treatment of fome others, were miftaken .in
fome eflential point of the prefcription
which I have given. This is the opinion
we ought to entertain of the method em-
ployed by the anonymous author of the laft
Obfervations tranfmitted to me by Mr.
Chenevieres, by order of the Marquxs de
Paulmy.

I will reft the proofs of the mild action of
this remedy, and its difperfing, penetratmg,

~and anodyne quality, upon the Obfervations

which have been made “in the hofpitals of
Lille, Dunkirk, Arras, Bethune, Douai, and
Gravelines ; and on the perfect and radical
cure of all the itchy patients on whom it was
tried. The phylicians and furgeons who at-
tended them -give it great commendations.

In one of thefe hofpitals alone, it is faid to

have retarded the cure; but not one of the
Obfervators upon the occalion has remarked,
that this remedy was fubjet to the incon-

veniences with which the authnr of the laft

Obfervations charges it. It is really fur-
prifing, that in the treatment of feven itchy

i H 2 patients,




2 little to this laft Obfervation. The con-
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patients, of which he has given an account,
it thould have been attended with fo many
revolutions, fo many abfcefles and cholics,
and fo many other accidents, which certainly
have nothing in common with the effects of
our medicine. We muft do it this juftice,
when we are fupported by thoufands of faéts
againft its repelling quality. By what law
of caufes and effects fhould this remedy
prove fo fuccefsful in the cure of fo great a
number of itchy patients as I have attended
fince the month of November 1746, and in
the hofpitals of Flanders, and be fo unfa-
vourable ‘in the {feven cafes which the author
of the laft Obfervations mentions ? We beg
that the Minifter will be fo good as to atten

fequences drawn by the fame Obfervator are
apparently well gmunded, though entirely
falfe in effet.” He looks upon the Extrat
of Saturn to be a dangerous medicine, and
attributes to it all the wviolent accidents
which attended fome of his patients. . I can
only add, in oppofition to the long detail he
has given of them, a lilt of effettual and
fpeedy cures, compleated without the leaft
inconvenience, both in our hofpital, unde
the eyes of Mr. Imbert, our Infpettor, whofe
atteftation ought to be decifive, and in others,
where it was ufed for the Itch. The re-
pelling quality, which the above-mentioned
author attributes to our remedy, is incom-
_patible with its known effefts. The hiftory’
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of its fuccefs would fill many volumes ; and
I can fay with great truth and fatlsfa&mn,
that it haq been the means of removing the
prejudices of many celebrated phyficians and
furgeons in this Univerfity, who were for-
merly inclined to rank the Extract of Saturn
among repelling medicines. In a word, 1t
is the great external remedy ufed in this city,
fo celebrated for the art of healing, as well
as in others, for the cure of external or chi-
rurgical difeafes, in which repellers muft be
greatly hurtful ; whereas ours daily produces
fuch effects as furprize the mafters of the
art, who are not to be impofed upon, and
were not convinced before they faw a thou-
fand proofs of its efficacy.

The fame author, in his Obfervations, to
decry the Extra&t of Saturn, has drawn an’
argument from the accidents that happen to
the workmen in lead-mines : but though he
agrees with the ret of mankind, in recom-
mending mercury as a {pecific in the vene-
real difeafe, he takes no notice of the fatal
accidents to which the unhappy victims, con-
demned to labour in the quickfilver mines,
are daily expofed. It is neverthelefs certain,
however good their conftitutions may be, that
they never exceed four years, without being
feized with tremblings and contraions of
the nerves, involuntary fpafms of the muf-
cles, habitual and often mortal palfies. How-
ever, from thefe mines, whofe cﬁ'eé‘ts are fo
pernicious to fuch as work in them, is drawn

H 3 the
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before it is made ufe of ? Such a preparation
is that which follows from an ebullition of
litharge with vinegar, of which the Extract
of Saturn is the refult, ‘employed under the
different forms we give it; and which per
forms cures every day, which the moft emi-
nent of the profeflion cannot behold without
aftonifhment.

It muft be obferved, as an effential circum-
. ftance, that the ﬁrunge& vinegar 1s the moft
proper to diffolve-the litharge ; on which ac-
count we fhall particularly recommend that of
Rouffillon and Lan guedoc.
It 1s not lefs itnpnrtant to remark, that the
boiling of the litharge with the vinegar ought
to be continued an hour and a half, as T have
mentioned in my letter to Mr. De L.a Marti-
niere, dared in the year 1751; and likewife
in a Memoir read the fame year to the Royal
Society at Montpellier. An ounce of’ the
Extract of Saturn, and as much brandy, thould
be put to a quart of common water, which
ought to be ufed, generally {peaking, two
or three times a day, in the appearance of
the Itch, during the four or five firft days:
But when the ﬁ-rupti-::un feems to be compleat,
and tends toward a turn by drying away,
to every quart of water, compofed as above
diretted, fhould be added an ounce of fea-
falt, and an ounce of allum in powder;
which is to be ufed as above. It may not be

lmproper to obferve, that this addition is not
H 4 ablo-
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i peller, though perhaps they have doubted of
the method by which the Extract of Saturn

perated. Would any one now, with the
auhmr of thefe Obfervations; propofe the
' ointment of Citrinum for the treatment of the
Itch? There is nothing, in effect, more dan-
gerous than the folution of mercury in aqua
fortis, although it be mixed with lard, and
ufed only in external applications. The {fame
~muft be faid of the precipitate of mercury, of-
‘which every one knows the effects.

We hope that the author of the Ob{erva-
tions 'mll change his fentiments upon the
effe&ts of the Extrat of Saturn, when he has
examined without prejudice all that I have
faid to fubdue this error, in the courfe of this,
work.: -

Laftly, it is with the Extra&t of Saturn as.
with mercury, and all other excellent reme-
dies; it muft be ufed with judgment, to
render it ferviceable: and I w,lllmo*ly acknow-
ledge, that a mifapplication of it may be at-
tended with danger. But I beg, at the fame
time, that I may be permitted to have recourfe
to the authority of the Minifter, to make the
efficacy of our remedy appear in all the cafes,
for which I recommend it.

The difference in the time of curing the Itch
dcpcnds upon 1ts quality, duration, the num-
ber of puftules, the ftate of the blood, compli-
cations, and, laftly, the ftate of the weather.

In crenr:ral the miliary and puftulous Itch
are cured in 2 very fhort time, y

5 The
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time; for the fuccefs of the common me-
thod, when employed in warm weather, will
nat afcertain its fupermr excellence, when
compared with our’s. = For it is certain, as I
have already remarked, that the feafon of the
year retards or favours the cure of the Itch,
in whatever manner it 1s treated ; and we may
venture to f{ay, that the experiments made
with our medicine were neither aflifted by a
favourable feafon or climate ; for as the coun-
try was northerly, the cold muft have been

more confiderable, and confequently retard

the cure, unlefs the rooms of the patients

were carefully warmed. Without doubt, all
thefe circumftances were more favourable in
the other hofpitals, where the cure was effected
1n lefs time.

Whatever remedies are made ufe of for the
cure of the Itch, the {fame variations will oc-
cur, with this difference, that by the ufe of
our remedy the cure is fooner compleated
(fuppofing every other circumftance parallel);

-except when repellers are made ufe of, which,

by driving back the itchy leaven, caufe the
eruptions to difappear, and lay a foundation
for fatal confequences: fuch, for example, as
muft be the effe@ of allum-water, when made

ufe of in the beginning of the difeafe,

Ho6 ~CHAP.
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ever, that the Vegeto-mineral Liquor, or
oxycrate, is preferable to ice and fnow, which
are recommended by Bellofte.

With regard to ftrangulations, I am per-
fuaded that when they begin there 1s no in-
flammation, and that there onl}r then exifts an
inflation of that part of the gut which 1s en-
gaged in the ring, This inflation of the gut

158 occaflioned b:,r a rarefadtion of the f{ub-

ftances confined in this portion of the intef-
tine ; and which is the caufe that the gut can- .
not be pufhed back through the opening of
the ring, which now is become too {mall.
This cannot remain long in this fituation, be-
fore the veflels of the ftrangled inteftine fwell,
and thence follows an inflammation. I am
not however of opinion, though it 1s gene-
rally fuppofed, that the ring, which is thought
to be inflamed, contributes of itfelf to the
{trangulation. I rather look upon it, in this
cafe, as a cord upon the ftretch, that is not

“{ufceptible of relaxation, whatever appl:ca—

tions are employed to procure it.

By what I have faid, it is eafy to perceive,
that we ought eﬁ'Fntla]ly to attend to a dimi-
nution of the fize of the inteftine; feeing it
is to the increafed volume f it we are to
attribute the impoffibility of returning it into
the abdomen. Now the remedies I have re-
commended above, I mean the Extra& of
Saturn in Water, or oxycrate, are the moft
proper to anfwer this indication; and the
fhorteft reflection is fufficient to fhew, that

c¢mollients,
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emollients, by relaxing the coats of the in- |
teftine, eannot but render it more fufceptible

of extenfion, and confequently favour the
ftrangulation. o i Sk
- The taxis, or the operation by which we

reduce the inteftine, is more difficult than is-

imagined ; and I have feldom feen a furgeon

acquit himfelf with fuccefs, efpecially when:

it is attended with ftrangulation.

. I fhall now lay before the reader the man-

" ner in which I haye been accuftomed to pro-
ceed in the reduction of the part..

After having placed the patient in‘a proper
fituation, I put one hand under the thigh of
the affeCted fide, and apply the other upon

e sl ol ot Tl oo

the tumour. Thefe two hands aét in con-

junétion by gentle and eafy movements. The
air returns at firft but in a little quantity,
and the fwelling decreafes but infenfibly ;
however, we muft not be too hafty in the
operation, as we fhould only put the patient
to violent pain, without effefting a reduction
of the parts. But as the operation, performed
in the manner I have direted, lafts a confi-
derable time, and very much fatigues the
furgeon, I am relieved occafionally by an
afliftant, to whom I recommend fimply to
; qupnrt the parts in the fame ftate in which I

left them. When I have recovered myfelf
from the fatigue, I return'again to my work,

and go on in this method till I have made the -

inteftine recede. I can venture to fay, that
by proceeding thus with -circumipection, I
Fhaidi have

- ‘E—l 1
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_have often fucceeded, without giving the
patient pain, in cafes where many others had
failed. I reflet with pleafure, that 1 once
aave relief to a Profeffor ‘of Phylic in this
city, at a time when every one thought his
life in danger.

The following Obfervations will help to

fupport what I have advanced upon the
{ubjeét,

OBSERVATION L

I WAS fent for to Nimes, in the month of July
1750, to fee Mr. Teitie, Lord of Marguerite, aged
eighty-four, who, for three days paft, had 2 Rupture
with ftrangulation. The phyficians and {urgeons had
employed the emollient cataplafims generally made ufe
of on the occafion. My firlt care was to attempt
the reduction of the inteftine ; but not fucceeding in
my attempt, I replaced the former cataplafm, and we
confulted on the moft advifeable methods to be taken,
to refcue the patient from the imminent danger he
was expofed to. The gentlemen, my aflociates, con-
fented to an application of vinegar and water, for
want of the Extraé&t of Saturn : one part of vinegar
was mixed to'three parts of water. I caufed com-
prefles, dipped in this mixture, to be applied to the
tumour ; thefe were carefully moiftened every half
hour, from eleven o’clock in the forenoon to fix in the
afternoon ; at which time the gentlemen of the con-
fultation returned. On removing the drefling, we
~ found the tumour diminifhed one-half, I made a
{fecond effort to reduce the parts, in which I fucceeded.
The 11.‘-ati1x=:*:1nt cried out, I Am CURED ; and he actually
- Was 10,
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fion of the lower belly, with a vomiting of chylous
matter, which had continued for three days. He
was frequently blooded, and cataplafms made with
the pulp of emollient plants were applied with fo lit-
tle fuccefs, that the patient loft his ftrength, and his
fituation became more and more alarmmg A con-
fultation being called upon the occafion, the opera-
tion was refolved upon. I defired they would give
me leave, before they proceeded farther, to try an ap-
plication of ice on the parts affected ; which was con-
fented to. The ice remained ten hours on the hernial
tumour, at the expiration of which the parts were
» found to have receded of themfelves: I fupported

them by a bandage, and the patient was perfaftly_
cured. |

This Obfervation confirms what I advanced
of the ftrangulation, in the beginning of this
Chapter. For it is certain, that the applica-
tion of the ice, could never have effeCted a
diffipation of the tumour, without confide-
rably diminifhing the volume of the parts, and
thereby leflening the proportion betwixt them
_ and the opening of the ring, through which
~ they had found a paffage. Huwever, not-
w1th&andmg the fuccefs attending the appli-
cation of the ice on this occafion, and the
Obfervations of other authors, I cannot help
thinking fuch a remedy fometimes dangerous;,
and therefore fhould prefer the Vegeto-mineral
Water ; or, in want of that, a mixture of vi-
- negar and water,

OBSER-
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On ithe Piles.

T is well known that the Piles are fwellings
of the veins, which furround the anus.
This difeafe is produced by a vifcidity of the
blood and lymph, an obftruction in fome of
the 1ntf:{’c1nf:3 Df the lower belly, or. an irrita-
tion therein, occafioned by the excrements
being very hard, and of an acrimoaious dif-
pofition.
* This hardnefs is fo confiderable in fome
fubjelts, that the foeces may be confidered,
in thc efforts that are made to go to ftool,
‘as a folid wedge, which is ftrongly pufhed:
 downwards by the combined ation of the’
midriff and mufcles which {urround the ab-
~domen, and which acts with violence upon
the fides of the reGtum, and forces into the
hzmorrhoidal veffels a fuper-abundance of
blaod, which infenfibly extends them very
confiderably. The Piles either appear exter-
nally, or are confined within; which differ-
~ence has occafianed their being called external
or internal, I have feen the laft of an enor-
mous ﬁze, and put the patient to as great pain
as a woman fuffers in labour, and that as of-
' ten as he went to ftool.

DURING
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I thall not here relate any more Obfervations
upon the Piles, becaufe there is no practi-
tioner who has not feen many cafes of this
kind, and is not convinced that the Piles are
= fuﬁ,cpuble of prodigious magnitude, when
precautions are not taken to hinder it. To
anfwer this purpofe, the ufe of fweeteners, and
a proper regimen, is neceffary; as are likewife
glifters, to prevent the irritations occafioned
- by the hardnefs of the fceces, as often as itis
neceflary to go to itool.

When the glifter is come away, I wafh the
Piles with the Vegeto-mineral Water, and then
apply to them the Cerate, made with wax,
oil, and the above water. If the Piles are
external, I wath them many times a day with -
the water, and then apply the Cerate, This
method of treating the Piles has fucceeded fo
well with me, that if I had colle&ed all the
cafes wherein it had anfwered my expectation,
~ the detail would be affuredly very long.

CHAP.
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lieved, at two different times, two patients in the gout,

with this remedy: and there is feldom a cafe I h:ve
not ufed it in, either as a lotion, ceraté, or mixed up
with different digeftives ; when ufed in the form lait
mentioned, I have obferved that the moft fenfible
wounds have become lefs fo. - -

Copy of @ Letter from Mr.VaTRE, Mafler-Surgeon
at Paris, and Surgeon-major to the Regiment of
Normandy.

I AM not in the leaft {urprized, Sir, in following
ftep by ftep the method which ﬁu have defcribed in
your printed letter to Mr. De la Martiniere, cpncern-
ing the treatment of diforders of the urethra, at the ef-
felts I mylelf faw. '

Mr. Daran has made a myftery of it. But you,
who have an equal love for the art of furgery and the
practitioner, have removed every difficulty, which be-
fore appeared infurmountable,-in the treatment of this

diforder. I am, &c.

Extract of a Letter from Mr. DE LA FERMIERE;
Surgeon-majaor of the Regiment of Navarre. '

MY CONFRERES and felf often talk of you:
they are all partifans and admirers of -=----, They
make great ufe of your remedies with great fuccefs,
as I do myfelf ; and have allayed the effets attending

fome operations I lately performed at Strafburgh ; and

performed cures upon my patients with pomatums and

- liniments with which your Extraét was mixed. I
. think you by no means ftand in need of any evidence

- to prove the good effelts of your remedies; you are

|

yourfelf the beft certificate, I am, &c.

Anaother
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3. It has fucceeded very well in every fpecies of
chancre ; and fome recent wounds, which required
to be re-united, have been cured by its ufe, withourt
€oming to {uppuration.

4. It has been ufed with great fuccefs in the cure
of tetters. -

5. In gonorrheas, where it was thought proper te
ftop the running.

6. Some have been cured by it of rheumatifms ; and
they are actually trying it upon anchilofes and old
ulcers. :

I, Surgeon, trufted with the care of the Mili-
tary Hofpital at Toulon, for the venereal and wounded,
during the abfence of Mr. Boccault, certify that I
have feen the good effelts of the above experiments;
 to confirm which, I have hereto fet my hand.

Toulon, May 28, 1757. Signed ToURNIES.

Certificate of Mr. GuiLLERME, Surgeon-major of
the Royal Marines.

I THE under-written, Surgeon-major to the Royal
Regiment of Marines, do certify, That fince Mr.
Goulard has made the ufeful difcovery of the virtues
of the Extraé&t of Saturn for the cure of the Itch, I
have followed exaltly the treatment in his hofpital
of near two hundred patients in that diforder: they
~were all radically cured, and in a much lefs time by

. the ufe of this remedy than by any other method,
efpecially fince the addition of allum and falt. Al-
though it is above fix months fince they have left the

. hofpital, not one of them has ever had the leaft re-

~turn of the diforder; and all of ‘them, without ex-
~ ception, have been free from thofe accidents which

“too frequently follow the timnmon methods of cure,

% 43
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Extract of a Letter from Myr. ALYNGRIY, Surgeon-
major of Fort Bﬂf'au

I HAVE long, Sir, obferved the admirable ef-
feQs of the Extra& of Saturn. The cures I have
performed by its means are too numerous to be par-
ticularifed here. I fhall therefore only obferve in
general, that I have feldom met with a cafe in which
it has not fucceeded, cither as a lotion, pomatum, or
mixed with digeftives. 1 have known it perform
wonders in inflammations, wounds, ulcers, &c. But
what has made mé an enthufiaft in its favour, if I
may fo fpeak, is, that I have cured occult cancers, in

their beginning, b}" the application of it.
digned ALYNGRI.

 Extra of a Letter from Mr. LAuMoNT, Surgeon of
the Royal Marines.

THE proofs which I have of the good effe@s of
the Extrat of Saturn authorife me to aflure the
Public, that it may be looked upon as a fpecific in
all chirurgical d:i’eai’es, which do not take their rife
from any “fault in the fivids. I have ufed it with fuc-
cefs in the cure of tetters and the itch, contulions, and
fprains of all kinds ; of ulcers, ph}rmufs and paraphy-
mc:-{' i1, deafnefs, opnthalmlf:s, and rheumatic pains.
For all thefe complaints, I have ufed it in lotions,
fomentations, pumpings, injections, and catapla{ms :
In teftimony “of which I have figned this certificate.

LAUMONT.

Bk I2 Extra&
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Extraf? of a Letter from Mr. FELIX, S;‘J?’gfﬂ??-??mjﬁl'
of a Man of War, the 30th of fuly, 1754+

Mr. Felix is a Creole, native of the Ha-
vannah ; was apprenticeé to me, and then
ferved in the Military Hoipital here as under-
furgeon. The following 1s the Extract of a
Fetter he wrote to me on his return from the.

Indies.

I CAN aflure you, with equal fatisfa&tion and
gratitude, that in my firlt voyage to Vera-Cruz I
was compleatly happy. I performed many furprifing
operations, and cured many chirurgical diforders, the
account of which would be tedious. All that I
thould fay, Sir, is, that I have often made ufe of your

- remedy, and even for the dreflings after operations
performed. The patients were foon relieved from
- pain, and fo foon cured, that they could not fay enough
- in commendation of your admirable Water, I have
employed it with equal fuccefs at the Havannah, and
acquired by it a reputation above all my brethren, who
were witnefles of its efficacy, :

- Extract of a Letter from Mpr. PAGES, Surgeon-major
to the Royal Hofpital at Alais, on the general Effeéis
of the Extract of Saturn. -

- YOU defire to be informed, Sir, whether I have
made any obfervations on the ufe of the Extra& of
- Saturn, Ihere fend you thofe that I have hitherto
- made. As I have ufed this remedy for fome time,
- I find it very proper for the drefing of old ulcers,
- for which purpofe I put five-and-twenty or thirty
| I3 drops
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Mr. Pechagut, an old officer of Infantry,

‘has cured many difeafes with this remedy.

Mr. Cofte, M. D. at Agde.

Mr. Didier, furgeon-major .to the Royal
Corfican Regiment of Cavalry.

Mr. Bruguire, mafter-furgeon, and {urgeon-
major of the Fort of Saumieres.

Mr. Simon, mafter-furgeon at Monteli=

Mr. Durand, a {fugeon-major of the
Navy.
Mr. Alyngri, mafter-furgeon of Cette, fur-

~ geon-major of the Fort of Brefcou.

Mr. Laumont, {urgeon to the Royal Re-

glment of Marines.

Mr. St. Paul, furgeon-major of the Royal
Hofpital at Oftend.

Mr, Delan, furgeon-major of the Regiment
at Brefle, from Rochelle, the 1gth of July,
1755,

71{45r. Selignac, {furgeon at St George.

Mr. Conftrefty, mafter-furgeon of Cette.

Mr. Rouz, an old {urgeon- -major of the Re-
giment of Vaftan.

Mr. Segui, furgeun-mﬂgnr of the Brabant

Regiment of Iafantry, in Spain, the 10th of
. November, 1757.

Mr. Efpinas, the younger, furgeon to the

Hofpitals at Mahon.

ofMr. Rolan, {urgeon-major of the Regiment

. of Mauilly.

Mr. V1da1 Laroque, {urgeon, has informed

. me, that they frequently make ufe, at Maltha,
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affliCted, thewed me a confiderable tumour in one
of her breafts. On examining it with attention, 1
faw that it was an occult cancer, which proceeded
from a fchirrhous tumour fettled there for fome time.
" This woman informed me, that fhe was going to try
a remedy, which my confrere, Mr. Goulard, had pre-
fcribed to her. aving occafion to fee her two
months after, I perceived the fwelling difperfed, and
no remains of the fhooting pains fhe had complained
of before ; and I learned that this alteration for the
better was owing to the ufe of a cataplafm made with
the Extra@ of Saturn, water, and bread. But this
cure, however extraordinary, furprifes me lefs than
it would many others, having been oftén witnefs of
the good effeéts of the Extract of Saturn in different
chirurgical diforders.

Montpellier, .
the 31ft of January, 1760. GIrAUD,

Extraft of a Letter from Mr. LAFERMIERE, #he 1 12h
of Fubyy 1750

MY brethren make great ufe of the Extract of
Saturn, .in the. treatment of gun-fhot wounds, and
fnd it highly advantageous. They all look upon it
as one of the firft remedies for chirurgical complaints.
Mr. Blein, an acquaintance of - yours, told me, that
he had recourfe to it in the cafe of Mr. Medrane, -
- eaptain in the regiment of Agquitaine Infantry, who
had fharp pains along the fpinal proce(s of the neck,
which proceeded from an anchilofis of -the vertebrae,
and that he was much relieved by it.

1 5 A Leteer
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this medicine can be adminiftered internally only in
drops, I put ten or twelve drops of it into an ounce
and a half of water, with a dram of coagulum. After
eight days it difcovered no tendency to folution, -and
#ill floated in the liquor, in the form of a mem-
brane ; but being curious to fee whether it was no
{fofter, I found that it was much fo. Its natural
vifcofity was fo far diminifhed, that I could ealily
reduce it to pafte, by gently prefling it between my
fingers; and in a few days it was’ entirely diflolved.
I muft here obferve, that Mr. Goulaid’s Extract is
not only a remarkable diffolvent, but likewife a
powerful antifeptic. "Ten or twelve drops of it,
mixed with an ounce and a half of water, refifted
the putrefation of the coagulum more powerfully
than half an ounce of pure vinegar could have done 3
and as to the pure Extract, it has already preferved
the coagulum free from putrefattion thefe two months.
Truth has obliged me to fay thus much in favour of
this remedy. But. may it be ufed internally without
danger ? The numerous experiments made by Mr.
Goulard induce every one to think fo ; and many
celebrated authors are alfo of the fame opinion.

Mr. Sarrau, Profeffor of Anatomy and
Surgery, Member of the Royal Society, well
known for his {kill in his profeflion, having
long made ufe of the Extract of Saturn, in
its different thapes, has fent me the following
~teftimony of its effects.

THE Public has great obligations to Mr. Gou-
lard, for the difcovery of a remedy, which, in its
different fhapes, produces the moft falutary effects
in many cafes. 1 myfelf have particular reafons to

affure him, in this public manner, of my acknowledge-
' | I6 MENLts,
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tetters, partaking a good deal of the nature of an
eryfipelas, and that their virus was contagious ; for
twelve hours after, by the contact only of linen
which had been ufed for one in the diforder, the
difeafe had been communicated. To prevent the
matter from entering the mafs of blood, I' prevailed
upon the patient to lay afide the medicines generally
prefcribed upon the occafion, and to fubftitute in
their room Mr. Goulard’s Extra&t, which I knew
' was very proper for all' diforders of the fkin. The
~reputation which that gentleman enjoys, and which:
daily experience proves to be the refult only of his
merit, engaged the patient to try the Extralt of Sa-
turn. At the end of the third day from the erup-
tion, and on the beginning of the fifth, the rednefs
and itching entirely difappeared, the tetters began to:
dry away and fall off, and the patient was perfeltly
cured.

This Obfervation, joined to others communicated’
to me on the excellency of this remedy, leaves no-
room to doubt of its being a fpecific in certain cuta-
neous eruptions ; I mean, fuch as are produced by the
virus of tetters,, the itch, &c. &c. |

A queftion has been propofed, Whether, in cafe of
an univerfal itching, attended with an eruption, the
patient might not be put into a bath compofed of fome

~of Mr. Goulard’s Extrat, to.the colour and confift-
ence of lac virginale ?

The following Obfervation was communi-
cated to me by Mr. Coulas, M. D. of the
Univerfity of Montpellier, Member of the
Academy of Sciences, a young phyfician of
great merit. This Oblervation prefents us two
very interelting {ubjects. Firft, it proves, by a

7 ftriking
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anodyne drops to the liniment ; but inflead of miti-
gating the pain, this only ferved to increafe it, and
the part began to grow very hot. The foot feemed
to f{well, and a flight rednefs, which covered the
whole, gave me reafon to apprehend an inflamma-
tion. But thefe frefh fymptoms difappeared, by re-
linquithing the above applications. Finding the
pains were not to be removed by thefe remedies, I
thought the beft method 1 could take would be to
adminifter opiates internally, Bleeding might have
been advantageoufly ufed upon the occafion, had
not particular reafons forbid it: 1 ordered her, in
confequence, a narcotic julep : but fhll no alteration
- could be perceived for the better : fuch was the pe-
culiar nature of the pain, that the remedies proper
on fuch occafions, fo far from contributing to miti-
gate it, ferved only to increafe its violence. What
1 had applied, however, were the only topical re-
medies which, as things were circumf{tanced, appeared
advifeable. 'T'he pain could be mitigated by anodynes
only. The ftiffnefs obfervable on the part, which
was the effe& of a {pafm, as I {thall prove farther on,
feemed to authorife the application of emollients ;
and the intenfenefs of the pain could not admit of
any medicine, which did not poflefs the anodyne
quality in the higheft degree. The inefficacy of this
laft remedy, I mean the narcotic, threw me, I own,
into the greateft confternation ; and whilft I was de-
liberating on the next ftep which would be proper
to take upon the occafion, I luckily thought of
trying Mr. Goulard’s Vegeto-mineral Water.  This
I was the more tempted to do, having found, by va-
rious experiments on others, as well as myfelf, that
there 1S no pain, however fevere, which does not
yield to its application. To this purpofe, I ordered
comprefles to be dipped in the Vegeto-mineral Wa-
ter warmed ; which- were no fooner applied, but the

: | pain
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pain became fupportable. This happy fuccefs con-
vinced me that I had now hit on the fpecific; and
the event foon confirmed my opinion ;. for, on the
fecond or third application, the pain was removed, as
by a charm. To prevent its return, I ordered the
ufe of the Vegeto-mineral Water to be continued for
fome hours. This precaution I thought neceflary,.
having obferved that the pain returned whenever the
linen began to grow dry. By the continued ufe of
this remedy, the return of the bad fymptoms was
prevented,, and the part was fo far ftrengthened, that.
the patient was able, the day following,.to walk, and.
follow her ordinary occupations..

The cafe above related is a. ftriking inftance of
the anodyne virtue of Mr. Goulard’s remedy ; and,.
in effect, is it not greatly anodyne,. fince it fucceeded
in a eafe where narcotics,. which are looked upon as-
fpecifics when properly applied, fo far from miti-
gating the pain, only ferved to increafe it ? May we
not be allowed then to call it more {pecific than
fpecifics themfelves ? Though this propofition may in.
general be looked upon as erroneous,. it certainly can
by no means be fo, in the cafe we bave juft men-
tioned. Mr.. Goulard is convinced; by a multipli-
city of experiments, that there is no topical medi-
cine: more effeftual for allaying inflammatory fe-
vers than his Vegeto-mineral Water.. The faét I
have juft related ferves to prove it no lefs efficacious
in eaﬁ]ng {uch as do not arife from inflammation ;
moreover, it proves it. to poflefs a real antifpafmodic
quality,. :

What I have juft.advanced is ealily demonftrated ;.
which I hope to do, by fhewing that this pain en--
tirely proceeded from a fpafmodic affeétion. 1. It
caime on all at once, without any apparent exiftence of .
an internal or external caufe. This is well known
" to be the cafe of fpafmodic. pains; and the pat?'it
it

!
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felt a tenfion and contraétion of the part. 2. The per-
fon is fubjet to hyfteric complaints, and fometimes
feels fuch pains in different parts of the body, but prin~
cipally in the breaft and hypochondria ; which leaves
no room to doubt of the diforder having been origi-
nally occafioned by an hyfteric affection, of which a
violent {pafm was ‘the confequence: and as this af-
fection would yield to no application but Mr, Gou-
lard’s, we muft neceflarily allow that medicine a true
antifpalmodic quality.

The bad eftets of the anodynes, which had pre-
ceded the application of the Vegeto-mineral Water,
and the fpafmodic nature of the complaint, which
had yielded to that medicine, ferve to confirm a pro-
pofition of Mr. Goulard’s, which will no doubt ap=
pear an extraordinary one to thofe who are governed
by prejudice, and pay a greater deference to old er-
- rors than any modern matters of fat. But to come
to the point. Mr. Goulard, in the excellent Trea-
tife he is going to publifh, is not afraid to advance,
that the ufe of emollients, for removing inflam-
matory tumours, is attended with the worft confe=
quences. Every one knows the danger of applying
fuch medicines in an eryfipelas, though looked upon
advantageous in phlegmonous inflammations. Mr,
Goulard, notwithftanding, is well convinced by re-
peated Obfervations, that they are no lefs dangerous
in the latter. Here thedry coincides with pratice.
In eftet, the caufe of tumours being nothing more
than the force of the fluids being fuperior to the re=
fiftance of the folids, it is evident, that any thing
which ferves to weaken the latter, while the force
of the former remains in the fame degree, muft ne-
ceflarily either occafion a tumour, or add to its vo-
lume, if already exifting. Now fuch appear to be
the effe@ts of emollients ; it is therefore with reafon
that Mr. Goulard condemns their ufe in the treatment

of
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Vegeto-mineral Water,” which Mr., Goulard, a fur-
geon in great repute at Montpellier, had often ufed
with fuccefs-on the like occafion. In confequence
of this, after the common remedies, I ordered the
paticnt to take an apozem, made of crefles, fumi-
tory, and the vulneraries from Switzerland, for fome
days: after which I made ufe of my remedy. The
patient wetted the different parts of his body with
linen dipped in the Vegeto-mineral Water : the ul-
cers were drefled with the ointment of rofes, moift-
ened with fome of the above Water. The itchy
_ eruptions, from the firlt application, far from difap-
pearing, increafed.. 1 faw with fome degree of fur-
prife this increafe of puftules, which continued to
come out for fome days; but, by the continued ufe
of this medicine, the diforder dried away, and en-
tirely difappeared. I do not pretend here to explain
the fingular effe¢t of this remedy : I fhall content
myfelf with remarking, that it is unjuftly deemed a
repeller, and confequently laid afide in particular
cafes. Butif I may be allowed to judge of its man-
ner of action on diforders for which I have applied
it, it has always appeared to me to act as a refolver

and difperfer.

OBSERVATION on the particular Effeé? of the
Extraéi of Saturn, ufed in a large Quantity, by Mr.
CavaiLLon, Bachelor in Phyfic. -

SOME time ago a hard and indolent tumour
feized one of my arm-pits, which I neglected at firft;
butin a few days it increafed fo much, as to incom-
mode me, and make me fear the confequences. I
thought it high time to apply a remedy. The dif-
-perfing and refolving quality which was well known
to charalterile the Extraét of Saturn, and which was

- - frequently
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EXTRACT of a Memorial prefented to the Royal
Societyy by Mr. Couras, M. D. Aug. 14, 1760.

I N the circumftantial account I publifthed of the
{fymptoms and progrefs of a complaint in my eyes,
which I cured by the application of the Vegeto-
mineral Water, 1 took notice that emollient cata-
plafms, far from relieving the intenfe pains I fuffered,
only ferved to increafe them. 'This is an impertant
point, and the more deferving of our particular at-
tention, as it tends to eftablifh a faét, the difcovery
of which has done much honour to its author, as
~ well becaufe it removes the prejudices into which
fome of our oldeft practitioners have been betrayed,
as becaufe it furnifhes the art of {furgery with one of
its moft ufeful fecrets. The Academy, already ac-
quainted with the fuccefsful enquiries of one of its
moft zealous members, will naturally defire to know,
what farther information I have to offer on the fub-
ject.  Mr, Goulard, the gentleman in queftion, does
not hefitate to affert, that the ufe of emollient appli-
«ations, in the treatment of inflammatory tumours,
muft be attended with the moft pernicious confe-
quences. A long and authentic lift of Obferva-
tions, made in the courfe of a judicious and fuccefsful
praltice, are the proofs on which he grounds his af-
fertion. The more important the difcovery, the more
firm and evident muft be the foundations on which
it refts. Though Mr. Goulard has fupported his
opinions on the beft grounds and reafons, yet as no-
thing can more clearly demonftrate it than the evi-
dence of facts and inftances, I cannot think it impro-
per to add fome of my own Qbfervations to thofe of
this able furgeon.

If Mr. éﬂlllal‘d had not condemned the ufe of
emollient cataplafms, the experience I had of their bad
effelts, when troubled with a violent inﬁammatim-;_

g
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ufe. Let us fee what light thefe principles afford to-
wards illuftrating the object of our prefent enquir{'{. In
the inflammation of the eyes, the lymphatic veflels of
the conjunétiva are ftuffed with blood. ‘This fluid is
impelled into their cavities, by a force capable of fur-
mounting the refiftance it meets with from thefe vef-
fels. Inflammation is defined by Mr. Savage, to be
that force by which the blood is pufhed and impelled
into the veflels of the part affected.

Having thus fettled the principles, we come now
to the confequences to be expeéted from the appli-
- cation of emollient cataplafms. ‘The parts to which
they are applied, are relaxed ; confequently, the
- diameter of the lymphatic veflel is enlarged. What
muft be the effe&t? A greater number of the globu-
lar particles of blood, impelled continually towards
their opening, will enter ; the volume of the part af-
fected muft then be enlarged. This will naturally ac-
count for the increafed violence of one of the {ymp-
toms of the inflammation ; and we fhall prefently fee
that the reft increafe in the fame proportion. The
redundant particles of blood, which have forced a
paflage into the inflamed part, having the fame ac-
celerated motion with thofe which had been intro=
duced before the application of the emollient cata-
plaim, the veflels of the conjunttiva are now to
fuftain an increafed power of aftion; fince, to the
preflure of the fluid they before contained, muft now
be added that of the globular particles of blood,
- which have found an entrance in confequence of
their diftenfion. Now, as inflammation is produced
by the increafed velocity of the blood, and as the
fymptoms attending it muft bear a proportion to this
“velocity, the preflure of the blood, on the part af-
fected, cannot be increafed, without adding to the
" violence of the diforder : therefore the application of
- emollient cataplafms, which was intended to fubdue
the inflammation, muft neceffarily increafe itsi Vio=

ence.
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application of emollient cataplafms, cannot fail to in-
creafe the inflammation of the eye, which we under-
took to prove. That thefe applications really produce
" the effeét juft mentioned, and that they act in the
manner we have explained, may be gathered not only
from what we have {aid above, but from the increafed
{fymptoms of eryfipelatous tumours, when treated with
relaxing cataplafms.

Among the many honourable teftimonies
which have been given to ‘my medicine, I
cannot refufe a place to one, which I acci-
dentally met with in an Effay juft publithed
By Mr. Paul, a correfpondent of the Royal
Academy. , ' -

OF all the medicines I have ufed for diffolving
the coagulum, no one has fucceeded better than fal
' ammoniac; but I am not clear that this falt can
be of any ufe in cafes accompanied with inflamma-
tion ; though Mr. Malouin, in his Treatife of Che-
miftry, gives it the preference to all other medicines
in pleuretic fevers. WNext to fal ammoniac, I have
never met with a more powerful difperfer than a
combination of lead and vinegar, known by the
name of the Extract of Saturn.. We owe this dif-
covery to Mr. Goulard, a furgeon of this city, who
enjoys a diftinguifhed reputation in his profeffion ;
. and who propofes to favour the public with an ac-
«count of the furprifing effelts of this excellent me-
dicine. The great and extenfive fuccefs he has met
with from this application in the treatment of va-
rious ailments, caufes it to be looked upon as one
. of the moft valuable acquifitions made by modern
" furgery. The medicine itfelf is not new; but the
- ufe of it is an objel fo interefting and important,
- and yet {o little known, even in our days, that the

K Academy
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1 reddifh colour, and will be in every refpett
like any other Extract. I doubt much, whe-
ther an Extraé of this kind can be drawn
from the liquor of Saturn, which is nothing
but cerufe, thrown into a matrafs, into which
is poured diftilled vinegar, and digefted in
hot fand. 'This Water of Saturn is different
from the Extra® of which I am {peaking,
and its effeéts muft neceffarily be lefs power-
ful and extenfive. It is true, indeed, it is ufed
againft fome kinds of inflammations, without
its property being afcertained ; as its effects
- are dreaded ; being ranked, like other prepa-
rations of lead, among repellers : but I flatter
myfelf, that the Public will lay afide old pre~
judices, when they have perufed this work ;
which ferves to prove, that there is no greater
difperfer than the Extract of Saturn, which
appears to be only a very fimple preparation
of Lead; and which, modified after my me-
' thod, daily aftonifhes the mafters of the art with
its effecs. It is with this Extral I compofe
various topical remedies; and as I give 1t the
preference to all others, for the treatment of
almoft all chirurgical diforders, I fhall give a
" more circumftantial account of the various
Formula, as is general on the like occalions.
I fhall remark ftill farther, that many of the
various modifications I make the Extract of -
. Saturn undergo, often agree and concur 1n
. the treatment of the fame complaint. ~After
~ defcribing each of the Formulz, I fhall fpeci-
fy the diforders to which it is applicable.
Kig0 o FORs
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or twelve drops of it to a common glafs of
water, .and increafe them gradually, as the
inflammation is feen to difperfe.

2. Againft fluxions of the membrane of
the tympanum, and occafional deafnefs : tak-

ing care, in thefe cafes, to add to the drops
of the Extraé, double the number of drops
of camphorated brandy; though common
brandy may be ufed, as for ophthalmies.
- ims’ For' the cleanﬁng of wounds, and
moiftening the bandages and pledgets before
they are covered with the Cerate-of Saturn.

4. By way of fomentation, after any chi-
rurgical operation, and for removing pains in
the fide,

5. For wafthing of old, callous, foul ul-
cers, &c. See the article ULcCERs.

For wathing ulcerated and occult cancers.
See the article CaNCER.

Againft contufions and bruifes,

Againft extravafation of blood, or echy-
mofes.

Againft a trombus, proceeding from phle-
botomy.

Againft inflammations of the tendons, apo-
neurnfcs, and ligaments,

Againft phlegmons and abfceffes, whether
in their commencement, or after,

Againit {prains.

Againft excoriations.

Againft burns.

Againit the king’s evil,

K 4 Againft






FIQO RoM U L & acispt

It may be ufed by way of
Waih,
Injection,
Pumping,
Bath,
For moiftening compreffes,
Gargarifms. .

It is likewile ufed in the compofition of a
Cerate, much hitherto wanted in furgery. 1
can fay, with great truth, that I have feen the
moft able Surgeons dubious in their choice
of proper remedies for the treatment of dif-
ferent kinds of ulcers and wounds, which daily
occur in practice: no one can be ignorant
how important fuch a choice muft be, both in
regard to the treatment and cure of them.

. £ 6666666665856068008:

FORMULA the SECOND.

Compafition of the Cerate of Saturn.

AKE four ounces of refined wax, and

a pound of oil; melt them over a flow

fire, taking care to {tir them gently ; let the
whole cool ; then put four ounces of the Ex-
tract of Saturn to fix pounds of water: put
the Vegeto-mineral Water, thus made, little
by little, to the wax and oil, which muft be
put into a proper difh for the purpofe ; in-
corporate them well together with a wooden
fpatula, and take care to let the quantity of
water you put in be thoroughly abforbed, '
K s before
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vantage the different hofpitals will reap from
its cheapnefs ; as one pound of this Cerate
will not ftand them in above fix-pence;
whereas there is no other medicine, generally
- made ufe of in place of this, that does not
coft at leaft five or fix times as much. Befides
its property of healing ulcers and wounds, it
may be ufed with great fuccefs after chirur-
gical operations, againit excoriations, rednefs
and irritations of the fkin, ebullitions, chap-
ped lips, 1tch1_ncrs, burns, and many other ex-

ternal complaints.; as-may be feen in the Ob-
fervations..

SRR RO ROR R HOX

FORMULA the THIRD.

On the Cataplafm, or Poultice.

MON G the various chirurgical reme=
dies, none' is- more familiar to us, or
more frtqufntl}r made ufe of, than the Cata-
plafim; and it is no eafy matter in general to
decide, which of the many oughc to have
the preference. Emollient and relaxing ones,
applied by themfelves, as is 'gf:nﬁf'ally the
cafe, are often contrary to the indication we
ought to fulfil, and feldorn anfwer our inten--
tions. Such as are of the refolutive kind fome-
times fucceed; but great judgment is re-
quired in applying them, otherwife they may
be very prejudicial. This daily.experience
clearly demonftrates, when made ufe of for
K 6 {chirrhous
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FORMULAdeOURTH

Pomatum of Saturn, againft Tetters, and other
Cutaneous Diforders.

AKE eight ounces of refined wax, melt

it by degrees over the fire in a proper
veflfel ; add to it eighteen ounces of oil of
rofes ; mix the whole well together; put to
this four or five ounces of the Extract of Sa-
turn, taking care to mix them well together
with ‘a fpatula; add a drachm of camphor,
which you muft keep ftirred till it 1s dif-
folved : take your vefiel off the fire, and con-
tinue to werk 1t together till it 1s brought to
a confiftency.

This Pomatum may be made milder, by
diminithing the quantity of each mgredwnt,
according to the cutaneous diforder you in-
tend to ufe it for ; you may likewife add, if
you think proper, as much {pring-water as
Extract to the Pomatum.

This remedy is fovereign againft Tetters,
and many other cutaneous eruptions ; finous
Ulcers ; Fiftulas; callous, fcro phulous, {cor-
butic, and venereal Ulcers. l?'m' the treat-
ment of moft of thefe complaints you muit
wafh the parts affected with the Vegeto-mine-~
ral Water, and wet the firlt dreflings with it,

before you apply the Pomatum,

- Particular care muft be taken, when this

Pomatum is made ufe of for eld Tertters,
which
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ufe of a Pomatum:; the effe&t of which has
often furprifed the mafters of the art: the
following is its compofition.

- Take two quarts of common water,. put
them into an earthen pipkin; add two ounces.
of the Extract of Saturn, and eighteen ounces
of common foap cut into {lices; throw them
into the pipkin, and let them fimmer over a
gentle fire : keep the whole conftantly ftirred
with a.fpatula, till the foap is diffolved ;- then
add a drachm of camphor ; and when that is
diffolved, take the vefiel off the fire, and ufe
the Pomatum in the following manner. Take
{fome Vegeto-mineral Water, make it rather
more than luke-warm, put it into a proper
veflel, and: apply 1t to the part, which you
muft rub with your hand, during the bath,
for a quarter of an hour; beflides this, it
would be very proper to pour the above
liquor upon the part pump-fathion. After
this, cover the part with warm linen; and
an hour after take it off, and apply the Po-
matum; as you would the mercurial ointment :
then take fome f{ilver paper, rub it well in
your hand till quite foft, and cover with it
the part affe¢ted; apply warm linen over the
whole.. Renew this operation once in four-
and-twenty hours, till the cure is compleat,
which feldom exceeds fifteen or twenty days.
You muft take care to foften the Pomatum
remaining in the pot with the Vegeto-mineral
Water, to prevent its growing dry.

This
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FORMULA the SEVENT H.

The Compofition of the Saturnine Plafier.

AKE twelve pounds of wax, melt it in
a proper kettle ; add three pounds and
a half of oil of olives : when the oil and wax
are well incorporated, add eight ounces of
the Extract of Saturn, which you muft pour
in by degrees, taking care to keep the whole
ftirred with a fpatula ; add to this two drachms
of camphor, which you muft diflolve with the
reft. Take the kettle from the fire, and dip
linen into it of the length and breadth you
think proper.

The Saturnine Plafters perform wonders, .
when applied to parts afflicted with rheumatic -
pains, which are by no means to be confound-
ed with thofe that are feated .in the bones,
and are generally produced by a venereal
caufe ; thefe are lodged too deep to be re-
moved by this application: but parts that
are weakened and full of pain, are much re-
lieved by them : they are likewife of great
fervice in the hofpirals, efpecially at thofe
times of the year which forbid the ufe of
mineral waters, and in places which are diftant
from fuch waters. They may be very ad-
vantageoufly ufed in all cafes in which the
plafters called Divine are prefcribed ; but with

this precaution, that the part afili¢ted muft be
firft
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FORMULA the EIGHTH.

The Pure Extralt of Saturn, withont ainy
Modification.

'Y O U may apply the Pure Extratt of Sa-
turn, now-and-then, to the bottom of
ulcers, when the f{uppuration is bad, and a
gangrene apprehended : it is in general very
efficacious to deftroy fungous fleth,

It may be" likewife ufed againft warts,
puftules, pimples, and other excrefcences ap-
pearing upon the body. i

PR R RS RS SRR S

"FORMULA the NINTH.
The Tripbarmacum Plafter,

"T"HE compofition of this Plafter is of a

very old date; an account of it may be
feen in Bauderon’s Difpenfatory. Many prac-
_titioners have ufed it fince, and particularly
Mr. Faget, an eminent Paris Surgeon; who.
did me the honour, in the year 1741, to in-
form me of its furprifing efficacy : he likewife:
{fent me the compolition, which I found in.
the above book. '

FOR-






FORMULA the TWELFTH.
On the Treatment of the Itch.
VARIOUS are the methods recommended

by medico-chirurgical writers for the
treatment of the ltch. Sometimes the medi-
cines are of the repelling kind ; fometimes
aftringent ones are mixed up with repellers:
at other times corrofives are added ; and the
mercurial ointment is frequently ufed, either
by itfelf, or joined to other remedies, ad the
powder of white hellebore, &c. But the
Formula which is generally ufed, and the one
which fucceeds the beft, is the mixture of
flour of brimftone with oil or lard.

Sulphur is alfo frequently recommended.
All thefe remedies, except {ulphur and mer-
cury, which have alfo their objetions, are
very dangerous; particularly fuch as are of
the repelling and aftringent kind ; as they
{feem to contradit, and do contradit in ef-
fect, the indication we ought to fulfil ; as may
be feen in my Chapter of the Itch, to which
I refer the Reader, -

The following is @ Detail of my Method of treat-
ing Patients in the Itch.

FirsT, they are to be blooded and purged ;

then care muft be taken to wafh all the parts
: 2 affected
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obftinate, touch them with the pure Ex-
tract. _

I muft here make a remark, which is much
to the advantage of the king, that the fol-
diers afli¢ted with this diforder may make ufe
of this remedy in their garrifons, and even in
their tents, without {poiling their linen, or
obferving any particular regimen. I have
myfelf lately prefcribed it to about fourfcore
in the Citadel. Many of them had both the
ulcerated and tetterous {pecies of Itch; not-
withftanding which they were well in a fhort
time; as, upon an average, the cure was com-
pleated of them all under twelve days, with-
out {poiling their cloaths. At the fame time
I cannot help remarking, that the cold was
exceflive, and the weather tempeftuous ; that
they feldom kept within doors, and many of
them lived upon very improper food, fuch as

garlic, onions, indulging in the ufe r.}f wine,
tobacco, &c.

FORMULA the THIRTEEN TH.

Powder of the Extralf of Saturn.

IF you put the pure Extra&t into plates,
and expofe it to the fun, it thickens and
becomes of a confiftency ; you may then re-

‘duce it to powder, whxch Is very proper for
de-
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By G. ARNAUD, M. D.
aND . SURGE® N.

T is not my intention here to celebrate the praifes of
I Mr. Goulard’s remedy. 'That is already too well
known throughout Europe to want any afliftance from
my pen. My views coincide entirely with thofe of the
author, in endeavouring to bring it to {till greater per-
fection, by canﬁdcrmg it with more precifenefs, both as
to its cnmpuﬁtmn and ufe. To beignorant of thefe,
would be a fault ; willingly to conceal its fuperior vir-
tues, would be an injury ta fociety, and a manner of pro-
ceeding very different from the author’s, who has pub-
lifthed all his knowledge on the fubje& without referve.

This medicament, juitly looked upon by thofe of the -
Faculty, who are free from prejudice, as the beft and moft
univerfal topic in furgery, may very properly be fubfti-
tuted in the place of all others generally prefcribed ; it
will frequently prove efficacious when the reft have failed,
and will re-eftablith Nature, which they had difordered,

I don’t pretend to mention this medicine as a new-dif-
covered one : on the contrary, we have received it from
antiquity, known by the name of Acerum Lithargivi ;
but by its having been ill-made, mal-a-propos applied,
and preferibed in improper quantities, it was for fome
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thefe metallic particles with the particular qualities they
acquire by the addition of tartar, natural to thofe vine-
gars, which are made with the ftrongeft wines ®*. I fhall
not here enter upen the bad qualities which may be con-
veyed to Lead by the ingredients made ufe of in the com-
pofition of factitious vinegars, which are brewed according

to every one’s particular recipe. The beflt argument in
favour of the Extract of Saturn made in particular parts

of the fouth of France, and againft any other Extraét made
with common vinegars, is, that the tartar of Languedoc
has the preference in chemical procefles ; fome of which
are in vain attempted without it. Another argument fill
more corroborative 1s, that at Montpellier alone good
verdigreafe can be procured, on account of the fingular
property of its vinegar, and for fome other concurrent
and unknown reafons, which help to diflolve the copper,
the bafis of the above drug. For the fame reafon we may
be induced to think that the tartarous particles of the

wine of that country, being refined by its change into
vinegar, may contribute more efficacioufly to diflolve the

8 Such as are well verfed ia the art of chemiftry know, that natya
ral vinegar contains. an eflential oil, which eatirely diffolves lead,
while its acid only divides its parts. Mr. Goulard has difcovered that
it is the property of fome particular vinegars only of the province he
lives in, to perfectly diffolve 1his metal, as they contain more elfential
oil than the reft; confequently natural vinegsrs, when adulterated, o
ta€titious ones which reccive their power of aétion from the acrid in-
gredients only mixed with them, are not only rendered incapable of
perfectly diffolving the lead, but likewile communicate an acrid quality
to the Exerof?, very different frem the cooling and calming one natural
to it when made with the beft vinegir. The hﬁ!ing quality of Legd
is evident from its happy effeéls, when applied in its natural it e
to ulcerated cancers; how much more efficaciouf]
when its faline particles are fo far divided as to be
troduced into the fmalleft veflels, and there circul
Thefe they attenuarte and divide fo as to return i
nel; it is very necefiary, then, that the vineg
folution of the lead, fhould be natural, well-chofen, and by no means
fatitious. A chemical analyfis will eafily difcover the defeéts of vi.
negar; but as every one is not in a fituation of making thefe experi-
ments, its merits may be afcertained by the tafie only. Good vj kv arh
when touched with the tongue, has a pleafing acid tafle, and leaves a
frefhnefs in the-mouth ; but when fadtitious, rather appears to inflame
the mouth and threat, which § nfation continyes for fome time.
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The comparifon made between the Extralt of Saturn
and its falt, commonly called the Sugar of Lead, will be
found unjuft, when we confider that the latter is made
with vinegars of all forts of wines ; and that thofe of
Switzerland, which produce the greateil quantity of this
fugar, are made of wines very little impregnated with
tartar, and that too of an inferior quality. Bur after all,
is not this very fugar of lead, which is quoted as a proof
of the repellent quality to be found in our medicine,
made ufe of by the ableft pratitioners, both as an "inter-
nal and external medicine ? If {o, with how much more
confidence may we make ufe of Mr. Goulard’s Extract,
properly made, in the above circumftances? A praflice
of fixty years has fufficiently convinced me of its {uperio-
rity over the fugar of lead, which I have known fail,
when the other has always anfwered my intentions,

Such as are thus difpofed to criticife the molt approved
remedies, won’t give themf{elves time to reflect, that an
accidental failure uf;fuccefs might be owing to this Iixn-
tratt not having been properly made in its commence-
ment, or fucceeding procefles ; to its having been given
in too great a quantity, or applied cold, as indecd the
author fometimes recommends, with a view only to the -
temperate climate he writes in : thus have thefe people
been induced, without having any regard for themfelves,
to confirm the opinion of the vulgar, who generally at-
tribute the death of the patient to the laft remedy ; and
thus thamefully take advantage of this fallacious argu-
ment to cry down the good eftelts of the Extract of Sa-.
turn, and to extol remedies at beft uncertain, often fal-
acious, and which cuftom alone, the tyrant of the mind,
authorifes the ufe of, both againit reafon and experience.
Many examples might be brought to refute what perfons,
otherwife refpetable, have thought proper to advance to
 the prejudice of this remedy ; but I will refer the reader
to many Obfervations given by the author in his Trea-
tife, and take into confideration here the firlt paragraph
of the Third Formula, on the ineflicacy of the poultices
generally prefcribed.

The proofs I have given of the neceflity of procuring
the beft vinegar, and the rules I fhall lay down in the fe-
quel, for the better making and ufing this Extract, having.
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afe of veflels made either of glafs, earth, or pewter. i
{hould have been much more uneafy about 2 gentleman’s
fervant, who had {wallowed by chance, the gth of De-
cember lalt, a certain quantity of the Vegeto-mineral
Water, had I not been very (ure that the Extratt had not
been made in a brals ectle. 1 affured the mafter, in an-
{wer to his letter, that no bad confequence would enfue,
but that it would be advifeable to order the patient to
drink fome warm water. .

Copy of Mr. ** # %35 Letter.
SITR, ,
O N E of my fervants has {wallowed, by accident,
fome of the Vegeto-mineral Water ; are there any bad
confequences to be apprehended ¢ and what is beft to be
done ¢ It happened about half an hour ago. I am, &c. .
8th December, 1769.

i ,’ﬁhe day after I received the following 2
S - ' *
I HAVE the pleafure to inform you, that my fer=
vant is perfe@tly well to-day : he felt laft night fome pains
in his tomach, which the warm water removed ; but no
ftitches, no cholics. I am, &c.

~gth December, 1769.

II. The external qualities which charafterife the true
original Extract of Saturn, confit in its colour, its {mell,
its weight, 1ts confiftence, and its tafte : 1ts colour 1s thab
of aripe Seville orange, its confiltence a little {yrupy, its
fmell empy-rheumatical, or of burnt fugar, its weight a.
third part more than that of the vinegar ; fo that a phial,
which holds three ounces of vinegar, ought to weigh at
leaft five ounces and two fcruples when filled with the
Extraé. The thicknef(s of this medicine may be as great
a defec as its lightnefs ; for if it weighs more or lefs than
it ought, it cannot but deceive in regard to the propor-
sions made ufe of, and not an{wer to the direétions given.
See page 220. ¥ :

I11I. When bad vinegar has imbibed as much as it can
poflibly diffolve, the fuperfluous metallic particles are ob-
{erved to fink to the boitom of the bottle: fuch Extract,-

Log uie impro=
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this argument, founded on natural philofophy, and con=
firmed by the experiments of all who make ufe of water
not properly purified, may we not conclude, that we
have no reafon to be {furprifed that this remedy has fome=
times baffled our endeavours ? Is it not, on the contrary,
a fubje& of aftonithment, that notwithftanding this acci-
dental defect in its compofition, it has been fo frequently
crowned with the greateft fuccefs? In fine, the water
which diflolves foap the molit effeCtually is to be preferred,
though it will be proper firlt to purify it well. When the
Extratt is thrown into improper water, it whitens it only
for a time, and then falls to the bottom, without being
able to mix perfectly with it afrefh ; this water becomes
curdled, and like four milk ; and in this ftate it is by no
means to be made ufe of, as not at all likely to anfwer
our expeftations. To this we may afcribe the want of
fuccefs, which ferves to prejudice many againft the re-
medy, and to pleafe others, who are by no means its
friends, for want of being better acquainted with it.
When proper water cannot be procured, care muft be
taken to diftil others, if opportunity ferves. This may be
eafily done with the common alembic, taking care to
throw away fome pints of the firft diftilled, as it is fre.
quently liable to be-foul, by the uncleannefs of the head
of the ftill : you muft likewife take care to leave about a
quarter of it in the itill, before you have finithed your
procefs, to prevent the rifing of any of its heterogeneous
particles. But in cafe of neceflity, where proper water is
not to be had, any kind of water may be ufed, taking care
to boil and filter it through paper which is not fliffened,
till fome of the beft water can be procured *.

V. No-

* Ttis advifeable, that all thofe who make ufe of water in common,
as their drink, would carefully abftain from all that are hard, earthy,
and felenitous ; which are apt to diforder the ftomach, and give rile
to ftony concretions in the kidneys and other urinary paflages, efpe-
cially if they meet with any flimy matter. The only means of pre-
venting this, is by diftillation, which will feparate, even from the
pureft water, fome heterogeneous fubftances; but this muft be effected
in balnes mariz, with alembics either of earth or glals, taking care al-,
ways to throw away the two or three firft pints that pafs into the re«
celver, to avoid certain heterogeneous and volatile fubftances which rifz
by diftillation with the firft portions of water. You muft likewile
finifh your operation as foon as twe-thirds of your water is diftilled,
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has more affinity to the Montpellier weight, being divide
ed, like that, into ounces, drachms, fcruples, and grains,
The Troy puund indeed, contains only twelve ounces,
and the Montpellier fixteen ; but in the ounce there is
only a difference of feven grains and an half, the Zroy
ounce being {o much heavier than the MuntpelIier. In
the drachm the difference 1s lefs than a grain, in the {cru-
ple not a third of one. The grain differs more 1in pro-
portion, as the Montpellier {cruple is divided into twenty-
four grains, and the 7roy fcruple into only twenty ; but
for the fatisfation of thofe who may be curious to know
the exact difference between the Englifh and Montpellier
weights, 1 have added a table, in which is exprefled
the value of the Montpellier pound, half pound, ounge,
drachm, and grains, both in Trey and Awoir-du-Pois
weight, as likewife the feveral values of thefe forts of
weights, compared with the Montpellier, and with each
other ; and this [ imagine will be the more welcome, as .
moft of the authors who treat of the comparifon of En-
glith and French weights, are more likely to miflead than
to inform their readers. I cannot help remarking here,
that the origin of different weights arofe from the ancient
cuftom of regulating them by that of a barley-corn,
which ferved as a ftandard for all the reft, by multiplying
them into carats, fcruples, drachms, ounces, pounds,
&c. but as it neceflarily happened, that the barley-corns
made ufe of in different countries, weighed more or lefs
on account of their fize, mmfture, or dr}rnefs, it gave
rife to the difference of weights ; and made it difficult to
afcertain precifely thofe of dlﬂ'-:rent countries. Itis much
to be wifhed that the different powers of Europe would
come to a general regulation of weights ; it would be
*a change of much greater importance to trade, than.
that of the old ftile, which all nations have not adopted ;
though there are none who would not find their account
in ha}';'mg a general or univerfal ftandard for meafure and
welgnt

Bgut let us now return to the method of prefcribing the
Extract of Saturn, and again refume our fubje®, from
which this epifode has fomewhat hurried me. I {hall then
make ufe of che weight, generally known by the name
of Troy-aweipht. The proper and generally prefcribed

quantity
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to the laft part of his fecond paragraph, by putting you ia
mind there of the neceffity of making ufe of brandy in
the fecond prefcription, as well as in the firft; a circum-
ftance he has entirely omitted, Let it be remarked, that
camphorated brandy on all occafions is to be preferred to
the non-camphorated, as I fthall endeavour to prove in the
following article.

" VI. Itis my opinion, that in the cafes in which the
author recommends the ufe of camphire, one of the moft
antiphlogiftic and antifpafmodic medicines in phyfic or
furgery, he does not prefcribe it in Jarge quantities enough.
Camphire is one of thofe medicines we ufe too {paringly,
not being fufficiently converfant in its effects, which are
always wonderful, whether made ufe of externally or in-
ternally. I would recommend a work of Mr. Poutean,
intitled, Melanges de Chirurgie, which would convince any
one of the good qualities of this drug. I know an Englith
gentleman, who not only preferves himfelf from, but
cures himfelf of, many complaints by the ufe of camphire,
of which he takes inwardly a large quantity ; and always
carries about him a box of it. When I make ufe of this
with the Extra& of Saturn, it is in large quantities, and
with fome precautions, different from thole of Mr, Gou-
lard. If 1t is given in fmall quantities, it has no effect ;
when mixed with pomatums, cerates, liniments, it 1s
obliged to undergo the heat of the fire, by which means
the volatile parts of it are evaporated ; what remains of
them infenfibly pafles away, fo that in a few davs none is
left. Whenever the Vegeto-mineral Water is made ufe of,
I would recommend the fame quantity of camphorated
brandy as the author prefcribes of that which is not cam-
phorated. This camphorated brandy fhould be kept in
a bottle well corked ; you muft be careful likewife to fill
1t up now and then, and {ee that the camphire you make
ule of for this purpofe is not too dry, but that it is frefh,
oily, and of a firong perfume. _

VII. Mr. Goulard recommends the Vegeto-mineral
Water to be warmed only during the winter, and to make
ufe of it in fummer in its natural ftate. Vhis diftinéicn
may be a very juft one at Montpellier, and in other warm
climates ; but in England, and other cold countries, it is
abfolutely necefiary always to warm it, otherwife the me-
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wards. Time only can re-eftablith nature, and the ufe of
the pomatums defcribed by the author in his Treatife on
Ruptures, p. 138, by leaving out the gold and the faffron;
the firft making the fkin black, the other yellow. This
pomatum, without altering the kin, foftens and nourifhes
it, preferves its tranfparency, deftroys tetters and rednefs,
fills up wrinkles, and repairs all damages done to it, either
by the ufe of other pomatums or paint. This pomatum
1s infinitely fuperior to that of Saturn, or the cerate for
removing the piles, for the fcalding of the fkin, and to
remove the fpots which remain after the fmall-pox, if ap-
plied to it fome time after the eruption.

IX. The efficacy of this remedy again(t external difor-
ders incident to animals, having been by Mr. Goulard,
and by the celebrated Mr. Blunt, in his learned Praétical
Farriery, left unnoticed, Dr. Arnaud has thought it a
duty incumbent upon him, to point out his notions upon
fuch diforders of horfes, as are fimilar to thofe of men;
fuch as ftrains, bruifes, blows, inflammation of the eyes,
&c. Several of the nobility have adopted the Dottor’s
opinion, direfted the ufe of the Extract to fome farriers,
who, aftonithed at its furprifing effetts, introduced it im-
mediately into their private pratice. Their often re-
peated experiments were fo much the more fuccefsful, as
they ufed the Genuine Extrat of Saturn. This medi-
cament was foon known, and as {oon extended into ge-
neral ufe amongft farriers ; but by employing the fpurious
fort, thev often, to the deftrution of the horfe, and the
difcredit of fo valuable a remedy, entirely mifcarried, or
retarded the cure, To avoid fuch inconveniencies, Doétor
Arnaud continues to {ell the true Extract at ten fhillings
and fixpence a phial, at his houfe in Church-ftreet, St.
Ann’s, Soho ; where may be had, Mr. Goulard’s Vegeto-
mineral Water, ready prepared for horfes ; and made with
diftilled Water, true French {pirit of wine, and the fineft
camphire, at four fhillings a quart. Goulard’s pomatum,
at ten fhillings and fixpence a gallipot ; and eye-water,
at four fhillings a phial ; all calculated for horfes, with
proper directions for the application of each.
























