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r INTRODUCTION.

§ This charalter may be very applicable to ulcers
in general, and be quite fufficient as a diagnuﬂs,ﬁ but
many important diftin&ions are to be attended to,
whichmufthave confiderableinfluencein the treatment.
It will be fufficient, however, to hint at a few of them.

I. An ulcer may be fimple, arifing from external
caufes merely.

IL. It may be the confequence of, or be conneéted
with a bad habit of bocljr 3or,

IIL. It may be owing to fome fpecific contagion.
IV, The fituation alfo of ulcers deferves our at-
tention. They may affe¢t the furfaces of parts, in

molli, a materia erodente ortum habens. Differunt nimirum
in eo vulnus et ulcus, quod in vulnere faltem eft foluta unitas,
nihil vero neceflario de parte amiffum eit ; in ulcere vero femper
aliquid de parte affecta imminutum et amiffum eft, {i non plus, fal-
tem cuticula.” SENNERTUS : . 5. pars 2. ¢ Suntautem ulcera
partium folidarum, atque mollium cum cavitate quadam minoeri,

ichorum tenuem, falfum et acrem fundente, diffolationes er erofi-
ones 2 fero extravafato, et corrupto originem ducentes.” Horr-
MAN, cap vi. § 1. :

It is evident however, that Horrman, Suarp, and fome later
writers, defign moreover by an ulcer, an old, or ill-conditioned
ablcels ; and there feems to be fome reafon for this dittinétion, it
we would fpeak with precifion ; for otherwife, every impofthuma-
tion, when burft or opened, as well as every wound after an opera-
tion, is equally an uleer—HoFrman’s words are, ¢ Differunt
ulcera ab abfcellibus, tum in hifce major, quam in illis deprehendi-
tur cavitas, atque non tam fanies aquofa, falfa er acris, quam poti-
us pus laudabile, bene coftum i fanguine, in partibus mufculofis
ftagnante, et mora corrupto, gignitur; licet negari minime poterir,
vlcera fzpe ex apoftematibus oriri, qua in principio meri fuerunt
abfceflus.” § 2.
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s INTRODUCT IIO'N.

I. The living power-of the animal exifts in great«
eft quantity neareft the heart. In proportion to the
different diftance of parts from this centre of life,
the circularion of the blood is more languid, the ani-
mal heat is at a lower temperature, and the animal
funttions are more liable to interruption. But the
healing powers depend greatly on the general, or re-
lative vigor of the {yftem: if therefore, the vital ener-
gy diminifhes, at a diftance from the centre, fhall
we be furprifed to find, that the vis medicatrix
(which owes its falutary power to the fame caufe) is.
diminifhed likewife ?

II. In the lower extremities there is diffufed much
tendinous or ligamentous membrane. This kind of
fubftance, though not void of fenfibility, poffeffes a
very fmall fhare of it; its blood veffels are {carcely
vifible unlefs rendered fo by difeafe, and in that ftate
it acquires a high degree of irritability. The ftrue-
ture of the parts therefore, may in fome cafes, have
confiderable influence in retarding the cure of ulcers.
And perhaps the depending pofition of the limbs,
though not fufficient of itfelf, may in fome degree
co-operate with other caufes in producing the evils
complained of.

When an ulcer on the lower extremities, tolerably
free from inflammatory fymptoms, and unconnected
with cacoéthic, or fpecific affection of the fyftem, be-
comes intractable under the moft prudent manage-
ment, it is highly neceffary to know the caufe: In-
quifitive men have, indeed, affidioufly inveftigated it,
but to how little purpofe, the fuccefs, or rather the
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16 INTEODHECTION,

into the circulation.# No anatomift can doubt the
poflibility of this, when he confiders, that ointments,
and even powders are readily abforbed, efpecially
where there is a want of cuticular covering.4 If this
account of the matter be admitted, we fhall be affifted
in underftanding the caufc of the rapid progrefs of ul-
ceration, the exfoliation of dead foft parts, and de-
{quamation of carious bone.

Since this tract firft appeared, it has been ﬂb_]e&cd
to this idea of ulceration, that it is a doétrine as yet
by no means eftablithed, and although there certainly
doth exift in the animal body a power of abforbing
its own conflituent parts, yet it cannot be proved
that this abforption is always attendant upon ulcera-
tion ; nor is there any reafon that prevents us equally
from fuppofing that ulceration may be the effe¢t of
fome external corroding power, the nature of which
is unknown to us.

Such an obfervation certainly deferves a ferious
attention, and I do not know that any thing I have
advanced is diretly inconfiftent with it. I pretend
to no great phyfiological knowledge, and never in-
tended to infift upon the extent of the abforption to
which I have alluded, or have attempted to prove
that it always takes place in ulceration ; I have only

-

* Phyfiology, I believe, is indebted to the ingenious Mz,
HuxnTer for this no lefs probable, than curious idea,

+ See Mr.Cruiksuank’s letter on the abforption of calomel,
to whom the world is no lefs indebted for his indefatigable atten-
tion to, and ufeful difcoveries in the abforbeut {yftem.
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38 A TREATISE vrow

fore legs, and though it may have its ufe as an
anodyne, in a few cafes hereafter to be mentioned,
it will be fufficient to obferve here, that it hath,
perhaps, done lefs for thefe than for any ulcers,
for which it has been at different times recom-
mended.

The SorLanum, I believe, has been long exploded,
as a remedy not at all to be depended upon, and
would not have been mentioned here, if great things
had not once been faid of it. It appears, however,
to have had its ufe in fome cafes, which I was witnefs
to many years ago, when houfe-furgeon to §¢. George’s
hofpital, but it is certainly much too powerful and
uncertain a remedy for general ufe, and no rule has
been found whereby a judgment might be formed
of the probability of its fucceeding, unlefs it may be
faid in cafes attended with great pain; and herein it
is not only far lefs certain than opium, but much
inferior to the cicuta. It may, however, be admi-
niftered with fafety for a few days, and will often
produce a florid furface on an ill-conditioned fore.

NiTRE was a few years ago recommended in the
cure of ulcers;* and having been long regardful of

inftrument of prolonging the valuable days of his neareft relative,
and choiceft comfort in life. The cicuta hath likewife been
fometimes efficacious in difeafes of the moft dangerous nature, and
even in that opprobrium to the healing art, the cancer, when
feated in the =teras. Of this, the writer may give the publica
fuller account in fome future work, if the remedy fhould con-
tinue to be as fuccefsful as he has in feveral inftances lately
cxperienced it.

* Dr. Rowrey, On Ulcers of the Legs
cvery
































































































































































































102 A TREATISE vron

~ Befides the abovementioned ufe of the precipitate,
for the purpofe of bringing foul ulcers into a good
ftate, it is not unfrequently neceffary in order to pre-
ferve them fo, and to promote incarnation ; and even
in this view, it often anfwers much better by being
fprinkled upon the fore, than mixed up with the
digeftive. I know how much that mode has been
obje¢ted to by the late My, Sharp, who both as a
writer and practitioner, I fhould be more inclined
to envy than to cenfure. Neverthelefs, experience
is the beft teftimony, and has demonftrated to me
hﬁv much, and to how great advantage, ulcers on
the legs will endure the ufe of precipitate. Perhaps,
an inattention to this, has been one occafion of the
very unfavourable opinion furgeons have always
entertained of fore legs, and of the difficulty of
their cure; but f{o various are the inftances I have
feen of the fpecific power of precipitate, in different
kinds of ulcers, where every common application
had been ufed to no purpofe, that I can recommend
it with more confidence than ever, I do not fpeak
merely of foul, or callous ulcers, but of thofe very
aptly denominated dyfepulotic, wherein nothing has
appeared particularly amifs, but there has been no

- -

applied, but this is only an opinion he has taken up from fome
cafes, in which shey had not proved beneficial ; for he obferves,
they often occafion fo great heat in the part as to induce fuppu-
ration in cold tumors, and that in almoft every cafe where they
have been ufeful, they have raifed more or lefs inflammation, and
have often occafioned very confiderable pain for fome days,

dif-







104 A TREATISE vrox

to judge how long he may continue the bold ufe of
fo active an application : for it fometimes happens,
that one day too long will offend a fore that has been
inexpreffibly benefited by its ufe; whereby the cure
will be retarded. And if the plan has met with lefs
fuccefs in hofpitals than in private practice, it is not

unfair to attribute much of this, not only te the foul

air of the wards, and the improper manner in which
(it has been noticed) a tight bandage is fometimes ap-
plied, but to the inattention or ignorance of fome of
the pupils in this refpect; it being impoffible for
the furgeon, in every cafe, to lay down rules fuf-
ficiently precife for the pupils to follow, which con-
ftrains him to fubmit lefler things to the temporary
difcretion of the dreffers. -

Havixe fo fully ﬂated and endeavoured to defend
the principles and praﬂ:ll:e laid down, it remains
only to collect them into one point of view ; and then
to felect a few of the varieties of ulcers to be met with
in this clafs, with the treatment of each, as illuf-
trative of the feveral indications and remedies pro-
pofed. And to this end, it feems only neceffary that
the reader fhould be reminded of what has all along
been obferved of the peculiar circumftances of fores
on the lower extremities, and of the caufes and ope-
ration of thefe peculiarities.~To obviate the force
of thefe, by proper bandage, and other fuitable topical
applications, and general remedies, tending to re-
move, or correct, the atony, and other ill-difpofitions
of the parts, and both enable them, and the fyftem at
large, to make fuch well-dire¢ted and falutary exer-

tions-

































































































136 +»A TREATISE vrow

known their art, and have contented ourfelves with
{uppofing it to be unfafe, and difputing the propriety
of a cure we have not been able to effect !—Hic
labor, hoc opus eff !

This I would ftir up my brethren to attempt, and am
perfuaded they may fucceed oftener than it is imagin-
ed ; and perhaps the moft rational means is to remove
the local affection, a relaxed, and therefore irritable
ftate of the parts. That this has been frequently the
great obftacle to their cure, it were eafy to prove by a
variety of obfervations taken from healing fores, and
from fuch as having promifed well for a while, and
then looking pale for a few days, have run into a
gangrene ; or at leaft have continued at a ftand —but
I am fatisfied, every experienced furgeon is before
hand with me, and is inclined, at leaft, to fuppofe it
probable, that the hint may be juft.

It 1s not defigned, however, to dry up ulcers on the
legs, asone would a feratch on the finger ; the veflels
of the part are firlt to be freed, and the ulcer pro-
perly digefted, and deterged; efcharotics are to be
applied if found neceffary, and the fore to be treat-
ed as dire€ted in the former part of this work, fo
long as nature is difpofed to be alive; but the
moment the flags, or cannot be rouzed to a falutary
exertion, by ftimulating applications and exercile,
(or whenever fuch applications offend,) the inference
is as obvious, as an attention to it never fails to be
ufeful.  The fore is to be braced, and the parts dife

poied to contradt ; the certain confequence of which

will be a frefhy and healthy appearance of the ulcer;
a pretty
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. D180 XK DE KS

dies. The due irritation and dilcharge fuch reme-
dies occzfion, the firft two or three times they are
made ufe of, throw the atonic parts into healthy
aftion, and liberate the veffels ; from which I have
feen more good effe€ted in one or two nights, than
has been done in wéeks and m months by facchur.

faturni, - white vitriol, and all the other {:-.rdmary in-
gredients of fluid collyria.

Such may be made by the addition of the enguen-
tum czrul. fortius to the ceratum album, or if a
greater flimulus is required, by one or two drachms

. of the mercur. corrofiv. ruber, very finely levigated,
to half an ounce of unguent. alb. and the like quan-
tity of olive oil; or what is frequently more cffica-
¢ious, a kind of wnguentom citrinum, of different
firengths, prepared with frefh butter, and to which
cainphire thould be added. ' The infide of the eye-
lids only need to be touched with one of thefe, at
going to bed, and though they will fometimes oc-
¢afion very confiderablé pain at the time of their ap-
plication, and on firft opening the eyes the next
morning, they will render the parts very cafy and
pleafant through the relt of the day.—Indeed, had
I nothing elfe to offer on difeafes of the eyes, than
the careful diftintion between the true inflammatory,
and chronic ophthalmy, (which is feldom {ufficiently
attended to) and the fubftitution of thefe liniments
for fluid collyria, I conceive I fhould deferve well of
the public. I am not ignorant, indeed, that fuch re-
medies are made conftant ufe of by fome gentlemen
of the profeffion, who have been far from taking
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40 DT SIOIR.D:E:R 'S

* determined upon, and the day for it was to be fixed
as I thould fettie with Sir CEsar Hawxkins.

In this interval, I met with an accident by a fall,
which confined me for three or four weeks to the
houfe, and I requefied Sir CEsar Hawkixs to per-
form the operation for me, if it thould be thought that
waiting for my getting abroad might be hazardous to
the patient. After making Mrs. Hoppey a vifit with a
view to fettling this matter, S1r Czsar Hawkixns cal-
led upon me, and propofed deferring the operation a
few days ; adding, that he conceived the eye had rather
a better appearance, and though he, perhaps, rather
boped, than was fatisfied of this particular, he thought
it might be trufted for a few days, with the cautions
and directions he had given the patient. In about a
week after this he acquainted me, that he withed
the operation might be poftponed a while longer, as
the tumour was certainly not increafed, if it were not
diminithed, and of which I fhould be a better judge,
as I had not feen it for fome time.

As foon as I could get abroad I waited upon Mrs.
Hoppey, and was fatisfied the eye was not more en-
larged, nor projeted, than it had been, and I
thought the pulfation was diminifhed; the pain like-
wife being lefs, and time having encouraged our pa-
tient as well as ourfelves, to hope there might be
lefs danger of a fudden ruptuere than we had once
apprchended, all thought of extirpation was foon
afterwards laid afide, unlefs fome new f{ymptom
fhould indicate irs neceffity.

During this fufpence the pain became very incon-

fiderable,
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