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OBSERVATIONS ON SYPHILIS. 20

The long continuance of the peninsular
war opened to us another source of infor- ;
mation, and Mr. Ferguson has given us, in
the fourth volume of the Medico-Chirurgical
Transactions, some observations upon what
he saw in those countries in connexion with
this subject ; the result is, that in Spain and
Portugal mercury is not generally resorted
to for the cure of the primary symptoms of
the venereal disease, or, when employed,
that it is not administered according to our
notions  of propriety : the practice is con-
demned by Mr. Ferguson, though it is ad-
mitted, that it was not attended with the
fatal consequences that might have been ap-
prehended. A more intimate acquaintance
with the practice of the continental surgeons,
both of Germany and France, also shows,
that the administration of mercury has under-
gone a great change in those countries. The
corrosive sublimate is almost universally
employed in all recent cases of syphilis; it

i1s given in very minute doses, and for a


















OBSERVATIONS ON SYPHILIS. 31

have in a greater or less space of time been
removed, and have not led to a diseased
~state of the membranes and bones, I also
can testify ; no such disease having occurred
in my own hospital-practice for these three
years past, with the exception of one case ;
and this man had used mercury imperfectly
‘and interruptedly for the cure of an eruption
of the tubercular kind, and of a very doubt-
ful character. It must however be admitted,
that under this mode of proceeding the con-
valescence is often long and tedious, the
symptoms apt to recur, and the health re-
mains for a long time delicate and fluc-

tuating.

It is apparent, from all that has been
stated above, that the natural history of the
venereal disease has either been mistaken
from its first origin, or that in the course of
time it has become so modified, as no longer
to pursue the same course, or to present the

same phenomena as formerly. Here a fer-
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