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Objection to
the Public
Health Bill,
as worked by
a Board in
London.
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in the difference of the machinery by which they are to be
worked which the Committee will now proceed to consider.

I1. Both Bills require for their adoption a petition or reso-
lution, emanating from a meeting of the inhabitants of any
town ; and one objection, in the case of the Public Health
Bill, immediately presents itself,—that the number of rate-
payers required for such a petition, being not less than one-
tenth of the whole number of rate-payers, and not fewer than
thirty individuals, necessarily limits, much more than is
desirable, the number of places where the measure can be
adopted. The execution of the Police of Towns Bill is then
to be entrusted to Local Boards only ; and the only material
difference between these Boards and the Board of Police Com-
missioners, by whom the existing Edinburgh Police Act is
enforced, is in the constituency by whom they are appointed,
and from whom they may be taken ; which, in the former case,
extends to all the householders without exception (§ 13).
This would be attended with great inconvenience in such a
town as Edinburgh ; but if a clause were inserted in that
Bill, as recommended by the Committee of the Police Com-
missioners, to the effect that the Commissioners of Police
now in existence (including the Lord Provost, Magistrates,
and Sheriff), shall be the Local Board for carrying it into
effect here, that Bill could be brought into operation in Edin-
burgh without difficulty, and almost without expense.

On the other hand, although the Public Health Bill is
intended to be executed likewise, in a great measure, by
Local Boards, to be elected by the inhabitants, yet all these
are to be put under the superintendence and control of the
General Board of Health already in existence in London,
which is to act by a secretary, superintending inspectors,
and other officers, who have been already appointed, or may
be appointed by that General Board.

The advantage expected from this arrangement, it may be
supposed, is the greater uniformity of the practice under the
statute ; but the Committee have no difficulty in giving a
decided opinion that, on the whole, this arrangement would
not work satisfactorily, either to the medical profession or to
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