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ADVERTISEMENT.

TuE Sfollowing pages were drawn up, at the
requeft of my Friend and Colleague, the Rev. Fames
Manning, to be fubjoined to his Sermon preached on
the Lord’s day following the death of Mr. Fohnfon.
As Mr. Manning has printed only a fmall number
of copies, and does.not defign them for publication, I
have thought it advifable to work off fome copies of
the Memoirs feparately for more public circulation.

Confiderable delay has iaken place, in confequence
of the difficulty of procuring paper : if I had forea .
Seen s, I would have endeavoured to render the Me-
amosr more complete ; as it is, I leave it to the can-

dour of the Keader.,

LANT CARPENTER,
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR.

Churistoruer Turner Jounson - was born at

- Knarefborough, in Yorkthire, April 29, 1786.—

His parents are not in affluent circumftances ; but
thofe who know them, fpeak of them as poflefled
of a much higher refpcttability than that which
arifes from wealth.—He received the firlt part of
his education in the grammar-{chool at Knarefbo-
rough, where he continued till the middle of 1796,
during the laft three years attending at Mrs, Wi.
thinthaw’s {chool, to acquire the rudiments of the
French language.

‘In July 1796, he went to the commercial acade-
my at Nottingham, under the direttion of the Rev.
J- Blanchard, with whom the celebrated Henry
Kyrke White received his early education. While
with Mr. Blanchard, he always manitefted great
afliduity and attention, and peculiar docility of dif«
pofition. He was remarkable at that early age, for
an unufual degree of principle, and fteady regard to
his then duties ; and he obtained from his teacher
the higheft commendations for his diligence and
good conduct. * It was not, however, with me,"
fays Mr, Blanchard, “that he difplayed thofe
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marks of genius which afterwards burft forth with
fuch luftre;” and as he was defigned for his fathers
bufinefs, (that of watch-making,) it was thought un-
necellary 1o direét his attention to the claffics.

After he left Nottingham, (Midfummer 1798,)
he was-taught his father’s bufinefs. in which he con-
tinued to be principally employed for fome years.
It was not very long, however, before he formed a
flrong diflike to his occupation, and began to direét
his thoughts and wifhes to the medical profeflion.
What firft gave him a bias to this objeét, I have
not learnt ; but from {everal incidents which have
come to my knowledge, I feel juftified in afferting
that one leading motive, if not the chief one, of his
{teady determination to purfue it, ‘was the high
‘opinion he had formed of the profeflion, as afford-
ing means for extenfive ufefulnefs. His difpolition
was always peculiarly humane and benevolent ;
and in a letter which he wrote at the time, he ftated
this as his motive, and (I believe) as his chief plea
with his friends to be allowed to follow the bent of
his inclinations.

This objett led him to the adtive purfuit of the
collateral and preparatory branches of knowledge ;
but it appears that it was not till he was nearly fix-
teen years of age, that he began regularly to at-
tend to the Latin and Greek languages. His pro-
grels, however, was fo rapid, that in two years he
was able to read the beftl Latin and Greek writers
with correéinefs and fluency ; and the gentlemen
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who affifted him in his claffical purfuits, concur in
reprefenting his attainments as f{urpafling every
thing they had ever witneffed. Mr. Simpf{on, {ur.
geon of Knarefborough, one of his early friends,
as an inftance of his perfevering application, fays,
““ He one day told me, that he had been puzzled
for feveral hours with two lines in Juftin ; and
added, the labour he thought had done him good.”
—* The rapidity, and avidity, if I may fo call 1t,”
{fays Mr. Blanchard, * with which he devoured the
claflics, quite aftonithed me, who had been all my
life time in the habit of marking the dawnings of
genius.” During the time which he fpent at home,
he alfo direted his attention to the Italian and
French languages, and to natural philofophy, che- .
miftry, and botany ; and in thefe branches of know-
ledge, particularly the latter, he made confiderable
acquirements,—* {o much fo,” again to ufe the
words of his very valuable friend and tutor, * that
in my occafional vifits to Harrowgate, I his mafter
did not think it beneath me to receive leffons in
botany from my former pupil.”  The laft year of
hus refidence at home, he devoted himfelf very
clofely to the ftudy of chemiftry. ;

He had confiderable difficulties to ftruggle with
in the purfuit of his favonte obje€t. The very °
heavy expenses attendant upon a thorough educae
tion for his profeflion, added to other objetions

Dﬂ-
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which his father felt againft his engaging in it,
threw a bar in his way, which was almoft infur-
mountable. Always impreffed with the firicteft
fenfe of filial duty, and with the warmeft feelings of
filial refpet, nothing but the moft decided bent of
his mind to the objeét of his choice, the difficulty
which is ulually felt in relinquithing a plan of life
to which the purfuits and withes have long been di-
rected, and the concurrence of bis other relations,
with the promife from one of them of pecuniarf
aid, could have induced him fo long and fteadily
to have gone on in the acquifition of the prepara-
torv knowledge, without that encouragement which
he endeavoured to obtain from his father. His

conlent, however, he at lall received : and he went
to Edinburgh in O¢tober 1805.

Every thing now was in his favour. He poffeffed
a caft of mind peculiarly calculated to enable him
to et a corret value upon his advantages, and to
diret him in the arrangement of his purfuits. He
had the moft earneft defire to qualify himfelf tho-
roughly for a profeflion, whofe refponfibilities and
importance he rated high and juftly ; and he had a
warm intereft in the acquifition of the requilite
knowledge, which of itfelf, independently of a {enfe
of duty, would have made him adhere clolely to
the track which he had chalked out. His purluits
at Edinburgh were therefore entirely profeflional ;
and it appears that he was there diftinguithed,
among thole to whom he could be known, for that
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affiduous and unwearied difpofition to exertion, that
foundnefs and comprehenfivenels of judgment, and
that humane attention to the diftrefled, which always
formed prominent features in his charaéter. The
laft was pariiculari}r oblerved 1n his attendance at
the Infirmary, and fimilar inftitutions. He attend-
ed all the profellional courles in the College, and
fome of thofe out of 1t ; and his full abftraéts how
that it was not in his cale for nothing : but I have
no meansof knowing whether he were at all noticed
by the Proteflors, except in the following inftance,
“ From the account which he gave me,” fays our
mutual friend Mr. De Lys, “ of his acquaintance
with Dr. Thompfon, (the Profeflor ot Military
Surgcr}r,) I have reafon to beligve that that gentle-
man treated him with marked attention, and that he
owed this treatment to the Profellor’s opinion of his
merit ; for he had not been introduced to him, and
their firft acquaintance was accidental.”— During
the firft winter he [pent in Edinburgh, he acquired
a decided taflte for furgery ; and afterwards made
that his principal object,

While attending the fummer courles of 1806, he
met with the accident which eventually rendered
amputation neceflary. At the beginning of Augult,
while engaged in a botanical excurfion, about four
miles from Edinburgh, he hurt the bottom of his
foot with a {harp ftone. The walk back, and his
continued attendance on the le€tures, foon made
the injury aflume a ferious appearance ; and Mr,
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Ruflel, who attended him, advifed him to return to
Knarefborough, with a view to reft, and to the care
of his friends. This, however, he could not pre-
vail upon him to do, until the conclufion of the
courles which he was attending ; and he did not
reach home till early in September. It will rea-
dily be fuppofed that he met with every poflible
domeflic attention : he was with thofe whom he
loved, and who were willing to make every facri-
fice and exertion for him. But he foon perceived,
what indeed Ae was the firft to perceive, that though
a cure of the wound might eventually be effected,
his confhitution, which was very delicate, would
fink under 1t; and that heftic {ymptoms were
" actually coming on.  He determined therefore
to undergo amputation; and himfelf wrote to
York to obtain the afliftance of the chief {urgeons
of the place. His thoughtful precautions refpect-
ing the feelings of others, his firmnefs and even
chearfulnefs in the profpeét, and his peculiar forti-
tude and prefence of mind during the operation,
will never be forgotten by his friends. Before it
began, he gave minute directions as to the manner
in which he wifhed it to be conduéled ; and du-
ring the whole of the operation, under which he
lay nearly two hours, {carcely an expreffion of his
intenfe pain efcaped him, bat he obferved the pro-
grels of it, and was aware when the furgeon came
to the laft artery. This gentleman has often faid,
that be never before faw fuch a degree of manly for-
titude, in a long courfe of extenfive practice.
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Mr. Johnfon underwent the operation in De-
cember 1806 ; but his leg was not perfettly healed
till the latter end of the following September. In
the interval he procured from the patentee, Mr.
Mann, (of Bradford, Yorkfhire,) an attificial leg,
which was excellently calculated to leflen the in-
convenience he muft otherwife have experienced.
During his long convalefcence, he was unable to
make much progrels in his profeflional ftudies;
but he appears to have employed himlelf a good
deal in botanical purluits; and his herbarium,
which was then (I believe) principally formed,
would generally be confidered as an extenfive one.
It is now bound in four folio volumes.——In Oc-
tober 1807, he returned to Edinburgh, and finally
left it at the end of the winter courfes. While
there, and probably at this'time, he became a mem-
ber of the Royal Medical Society; and it was, I
imagine, to that Society that he gave in an Elfay
on the following queries: “ What are the effecls
of the Warm Bath upon the organization and func-
tions of the human body in a ftate of health? and
to what cales of difeafe 1s its ule more particularly
applicable ?” In the courfe of his preparatory en-
quiries, he inftituted feveral interefting experiments,
the detail of which he has given in the Eflay, and
from which he infers, though with that caution
which was one of his intelle€tual charaétenftics,
“ that the warm bath afts as a gentle flimulus to
the irritability of the fyftem,” but that there does
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not appear to-be * equal reafon for believing that
the general fenhibility 15 increafed.”

In the autumn of 1808 he went to London, to ob-
tain that knowledge which perhaps can be thorough-
ly acquired only in the fchools of furgery there. In
accomplishing this, h:: was materially aflifted by a
gentleman who has been already {poken of as his
friend, and who has now the melancholy fatisfattion
of having done every thing in his power to further
the laudable purfuits of this excellent young man.—
From that period he had no opportunity of vifiting
his relatives and early friends ; and I may here ftate
the information which 1 have leaint as to his pre-
vious charatter. Thofe who knew him while here,
may be {aid to know what he was in childhood and
youth; for there was a degree of uniformity in his
charaéter throughout, which is very feldom ob-
ferved. The fame fimplicity, uprightnefs, and
trath, which we {o much admired, were his con-
ftant chara&teriftrcs from a child; and that huma-
nity, difinterefterednels, and equanimity, which fo
rapidly gained our affections, in like manner made
him beloved by all the friends and companions of
his early years. His amufements when a child,
though perfectly innocent, were often varied; but
he never was accuftlomed to aflociate with the
neighbouring children, and he {pent his leifure time
at home or at his uncle’s in the neighbourhood.
From an early age he was remarkable. for his affi-
duity in the acquifition of knowledge ; and he was
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feldom without fome book with him: indeed he
appears from the firlt to have negletted no oppor-
tunity for the cultivation of his underftanding.—
His domeftic attachments were very {trong and per-
manent. It was only a moft decided bent to me-
dical purfuits, he often faid, which made him give
up the comforts and interefting pleafures of home.
He was regarded as a moft dutiful Son, and a kind
and affectionate Brother ;—his Parents.and his two
Sifters (with whom he kept up a regular and con-
fidential correfpondence) can bear a too feeling tef-
timony to the truth of this. As to his love of truth,
his Parents fay, that they never difcovered him in a
falfehood ; and it is a trait worth recording, that
even when very young he was uniformly accuf-
tomed, when any of the family had done any thing
which he knew would difpleafe his Mother, to urge
them to acquaint her with it .at once; offering, if
they felt reluctant, to go with them; but always
declaring, that if they did not, he muft. He had
indeed, in every refpeét, the rudiments of moral
worth: no one pofleffed more felf controul ; and
he had from an early age a juft fenfe of religion.
In addition to this teftimony which I received from
his family, 1 am happy to add the following from
Mr. Blanchard ; “ His principles of religion were
pure and unfophifticated ; partaking of that fimpli-
city, humility, and benevolence, which characterized
that of his Mafter and Saviour,”—He went into the

X
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world uncontaminated ; and he paffed through its
pollutions without being injured by them.

While in Edinburgh, he had availed himfelf of
every opportunity of diffe@ing; and he had in
London ample means of cultivating that intimate
acquaintance with the firucture of the human bo-
dy, which is fo effential to the furgical profeffion,
and which he poffefled in a very fuperior degree.—
I believe I am corre€t in ftating, that during part
of the time, he dilcharged the duties of demonftra-
tor both at St. Thomas’s, and at Guy’s hofpital.—
“ He ftudied anatomy,” fays Mr. De Lys, * with
great ardour, and chiefly with a view to its applica-
tion to furgery. Minute anatomy, as being chiefly
ufeful in affording materials for phyfiological fpecu-
lation, and. in gratifying curiofity, did not {eem to
be an object of intereft with him.” He always efli- -
mated the importance of any {tudy to himfelf, by its
atility in a profeflional view ; and he meafured the
“attention which he beftowed upon it, by this eftima-
tion. Not that he felt no intereft in phyfiological
enquiries ; for I am perfuaded that if his life had
been prolonged, he would have given great atten-
tion to them, and with his habits of accurate obfer-
vation and corret judgment, would have laboured
{uccelsfully in that interefting field :* but -he had
that felf command in his {tudies which he feems to
have pofielied in every department of conduét ; and
he had impoled it upon himfelf as a facred duty, to
qualify himfelf to the utmoft for his profeflion,
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¢ While in London,” again to employ the words
of Mr. De Lys, * he attended only the anatomical
and furgical leCtures, and the practice of the fur-
geons in the two hofpitals in the Borough ; but
while in Edinburgh he had diligently attended to
the {tudy of medicine ; and he was well aware of
the neceflity of the moft complete medical education
to the furgeon. IHe had read more books on the
fubject of his profeflion, than any man of his {tand-
ing with whom I am acquainted- His application
while he was in London, was as great as his health
would allow, or rather beyond it; for he in-
jured himfelf by too much fludy, and by too clofe
an attendance upon the diffecting room, and was
laid up for feveral weeks, fo that I was apprehen-
five he muft have removed into the country. He
was very much refpetted by his teachers, and by
his fellow-ftudents ; and that refpect was obtained
by his exemplary condutt as well as by his profel-
fional charaéter, For the attention which he re-
ceived from Mr. Aftley Cooper, he was indebted
{olely to his own merit and to the pains which Mr.
Cooper takes to difcover and countenance young
men who are likely to diftinguith themfelves; at
leaft they were not courted in any way, for he was
not introduced to Mr. Cooper, and far from in-
truding himfelf on his teachers, he feemed rather to
fhun their notice.” Thofe who knew our friend
in this city, will readily perceive how this little
~ trait correfponds with his later charatter. Though
E 2
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he manifefted that interefling familiarity, where he
was known, which generally arifes from an upright,
unfufpetting, candid mind, yet his manners were
always as unobtrufive as his character was unaffum- -
ing.—Mr. Cooper’s condutt towards him, indi-
cated a very high opinion of his worth and talents..
He often took him with him, I underflood, in his
private profeflional vifits : and he has ever fince
employed every fuitable opportunity of exprefling
his opinion,—an opinion as important to Mr. John-
fon as it was honourable. Our friend, I have
heard, (not, of courfe, direétly or indireétly from
himfelf,) had once a peculiar opportunity of know-
- 1ng Mr. Cooper’s ideas refpeting him. That gen-
tleman one day in the lefture-room, {appofling
that Mr. Johnfon was abfent, took occafion to hold
up to the clafs his afliduous attention and unwearied
exertion to qualify himfelf for his profeffion.

¢ ¢ He lived while in London,” fays Mr. De Lys,
“ina very economical manner; but no one ever
heard him {ufpected of the ﬂigh-l‘.eﬂ: aCt of meannefs,
1 have the higheft opinion of the moral charaéter
of our friend ; and I do not believe that a man of
more ftrict mtegrity and found delicacy ever lived.”
I feel peculiar plealure in thus employing Mr. De
Lys’s words; becaufe they contain an independent
opinion, formed by one who knew Mr. Johnfon
very intimately, and whofle own moral and intel-
- Je€tual charatter give his judgment great value,—-and
formed of him at a part of the profeflional education,
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when there is perhaps moft to {ully the worth and
purity of themind. Mr. De Lys adds, that while
in London he does not know that Mr. Johnfon had
any other plealure than the purfuit of his profefflion,
or read any book but what related to 1t; and that he
was enough with him to make it improbable that he
fhould not have known, if it had been otherwife.

Before Mr. Johnfon left London, he was admit-
ted a member of the Royal College of Surgeons ;
and what 1s probably more honourable to him, he
gained their prize by his Effay on Cancer. Re-
{pecting the merits of this Effay, which was pub-
lithed in 1810, I am of courle an incompetent
judge : the only public critique which I have feen,
bears evident marks of having been written under
the influence of envy and difappointment. I hope
I fhall have Mr. Cooper’s excufe, in quoting one
or two pallages refpecting the Eflay from his letters
to my friend. In one (Jan. 8th, 1810) after ex-
prefling his opinion, (too late however to be em-
ployed), that {ome alterations were requifite in the
fiyle, Mr. Cooper [ays, ‘ The marrow of the work
1s very found fenfe, and will do you credit; but
you know that a diamond in its native rough coat-
ing, will be loft on nine-tenths of mankind.” (In
the fame letter he fays, “ I rejoice at the profpect
of your fuccefs; and if you can find any mode in
which I can improve it, inform me, and I will do
all that lies in my power.”)  After the receipt of a
printed copy of the Effay, Mr, Cooper fays (Aug,
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17th,) ©“ Your defcription is in the higheft degree
accurate, and cannot be excelled ; but it is your .
‘theory of the difeafe which marks the moft reflec-
tion, and which will do you the moft credit as being
the original part of your work. It gives me infinite
fatisfaction to hear of your fuccefs, which I ever fhall
endeavour to promote, as far as is in my power
without injury to others.” I am perfuaded that it
will give Mr. Cooper fatisfaction to know that his
kind fndﬂmurs to promote Mr. Johnfon's fuccefs,
were duly appreciated both by himfelf and by his

friends,

Mr. Johnfon came to Exeter in April 180g,
when he was only twenty-three years of age. His
introdutiions were few, but they were calculated to
ferve him, Mr. Aftley Cooper gave him a moft
honourable introdution to his uncle, Mr. Cooper,
of Heavitree, and another, equally fo, to Mr. Rul-
fell. Mr, Saunders introduced him to Mr. Adams
(his former pupil, then Oculift to the Wellt of En-
gland Eye Infirmary,) by a letter, in which he {poke
in the higheft poffible terms of his talents and ac-
quifitions, declaring that he would {take his own re-
putation on Mr. Johnfon’s charafter, and defiring
Mr. Adams to render him every fervice in his pow-
er, and, particularly, to introduce him to Mr. S. F.
Milford, which he would otherwile himfelf have
done.  As might -be expelted, Mr. Adams was
happy to take by the hand a young man of {uch
promife and relpetability ; and the recommenda-
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tion which he had it in his power to give from Mr.
Saunders, and which he appears to have employed
on every opportunity, contributed materially to
haften the progrefs of Mr. Johnfon’s reputation.
Mr. Goullet, “ a very deferving young {urgeon of
Wellington,” who was well acquainted with him
while in London, introduced him I believe to his
relatives here ; but I do not recollect that he had
any other introductions, except indeed that which
our mutual friend De Lys gave him to me, which
laid the foundation of an intimacy, in which I have
reafon to hope that Le took an intereft fimilar to
my own, and on which I fhall always look back
with great though melancholy fatisfq&ion. It gave |
me frequent opportunities of attentively oblerving
thofe delicate yet decided traits in his character,
which even a {light acquaintance brought into view,
and which many {aw exprefled in his manly, noble,
interefting countenance; and memory now re-
traces numerous little artlels indications of genuine
worth and goodnefs, which others alfo muft have
noticed, and which won the attachment and confi-
dence of all who fhared his intimacy, to a degree
and with a rapidity which is feldom equalled.
Though we did not then know that he had always
been remarkable for truth, and integrity, and delica-
cy, and f{elf-controul, vet there was lomething about
him which imprelled his friends with the convittion,
that his heart was as pure as it was lincere, and
which made the moft delicate mind feel at eafe in
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his foctety.  And I muft be permitted to mention
. here, that during thofe wanderings of imagination
and intelle€t which ufually accompany the difor-
der which removed him from life, (and which, in
his cafe, manifefted, in a firiking degree, the ftrength :
and vigour of his mind,) I never heard any expref-
fion which would have given the niceflt modelty a
momentary uneafinefs,

Inthe beginning of 1810, he commenced a courfe
of le€tures on anatomy and phyfiology. In this he
- was partly influenced by the reprelentations and

- wifhes of Ins friends, both here and in London ; but
in no {mall degree alfo by his defire of diffufing an
acquaintance with our frame, and of increafing the
opportunities of acquiring profeflional knowledge.
From his purpole to render his leftures interefting
and beneficial to a general audience, he could not
commonly extend his oblervations to thole minu-
tizz which are of importance f{olely to profeflional
men ; but the view which he gave of his fubjects
though general; was not {uperficial ; and his {tate-
ments and demonflrations were {o luminous and
corre€t, that his inftruttions furnithed an excellent
introduétion to the London leftures. He was re-
peating his courle, upon a more extenfive fcale,
when he was interrupted by the illnels, the mourn-
ful event of which 1s well known. « The leftures
barely paid their own expenfes; for he did every
thing in his power, to render them f{erviceable, .
efpecially to thofe young profeflional gentlemen
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his bed only one day that week; and on Sunday.
and Monday he rofe as ufual. Thislaft day (Feb.
10th,) with the alliftance of Mr. Strachan, he ex-
tracted a bit of iron from the cornea of a man who
came to him from Tiverton ; and this was, I be
lieve, the laft operation which he performed. Du-
ring this and the laft two days, there were {ome ty-
phoid fymptoms, and  “ he had wandering deli-
viums in the night ; but his judgment was as per-
fet and his mind as firm as ever; and his percep-
tions were perhaps morbidly acute.”*  About
Wednefday, the diforder appeared to have decided-
ly aflumed a‘t}rphﬂus appearance. After thistime,
he more than once told me that he was convinced he
underftood his cafe ; and though he exprefled him-
felf fenfible of the attentions which the profeflional
gentlemen of the city had fhown him, he continued
to decline their afliftance. In this, | have reafon to
believe, he was principally influenced by the
apprehenfion of hurting the feelings of a medical
triend, if he thould decline, as he felt he muft, what

'did not accord with his own ideas of the cafe, On |
Saturday Feb. 23d, however, Meflrs, Cooper and

* I hope Mr, Strachan will excufe my here ufing his own
words ; they give a moft corret idea of our friend's mental
ftate during the firlt twelve days of his illnefs, I perceived no
{fymptoms of delirium till Friday Feb. 22d: even then they
were {o flight and fleeting that-he was at once fenfible of them -
and on the preceding days that I faw him, his mind ppeared t;
be as haalthy as ever, '

G
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Brock came to fee him, with the exprels view of
prevailing upon him to change his plan. After
combating their arguments in a perfeétly collefted
manner, he agreed to fee Dr. Luke. The fame
day I obtained his confent to my writing to his pa-
rents ; and was obliged to inform them, in addition
to what was written under his own infpeétion, that
Dr. Luke’s opinion was more unfavourable than we
had hoped. It was indeed alarming. ‘The fame
night he thought 1t defirable to call a confultations
at which Drs. Daniell and Millar were prefent ;
and within two or three days all the phyficians in
the city regularly faw him. I am perfuaded that
no exertion was {pared by his medical friends.
Their confultations were very frequent ; and they
often called in at other times. To fecure attention
to their direétions, Mr. Dymoke and two other gen-
tlemen of thearmy, Meflrs. Parfons and M*‘Andrew,
fat up with him alternately ; and Meflrs. Strachan
and Bailey were very frequently with him at other
. times, There were at times {ome glimmerings of
hope ; but I believe fcarcely any variations in the
{ymptoms were noticed. The pulfe flu¢tuated be-
tween 144 and 112; but in the early part of the
week he was often perfetly colletted, and kindly
. noticed the little attentions which were thown him
by thole around him. About Saturday, March
2d, there were fewer complete intermiffions from de=
lirtum ; and his mind was obvioully lofing that vi-
gour which it had before manifefted. On Sunday,
however, which was the firft day on which a Jettex
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could come from his parents, he enquired very col-
le€tedly if 1 had heard from them. I told him that
1 had, and that his fifter would immediately come
down if he wifhed it: he faid it was not at all necel-
fary, and defired me to fay that he wasbetter. He
knew thole triends who were with him, till about four
on Monday morning ; from which time the powers
of nature very rapidly funk, and he expired at half
paft eight.—I cannot help ftating, as a fatt which
may be interefting to fome, that for a fhort time be-
fore diffolution, all appearance of pain vanifhed,
and the countenance afflumed an indefcribably tran-
quil and benign expreflion, which it continued af-
terwards to retain, and which can never be forgotten

by thofe who witnefled it. _
On the fucceeding Thurfday, the following brief

delineation of his character, was inferted (with a no-
tice of his death) in the Exeter papers; and I make
no apology for introducing it here, as it has been

pronounced by competent judges to poflels the merit
of accuracy,

“It 1s lefs than two years fince he came to
refide amongus; butin that thort period, he gradu-
ally acquired a degree of reputation for accurate and
extenflive anatomical knowledge and f; urgical {kill,—
for clearnefs, penetration, comprehenfivenefs, and

coolnefs of judgment,—~and for temperate yet deci-
five firmness,—which is rare at a much more ad-

vanced period of life, He {pared no expenfe or
G g
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exertion in gaining or in communicating knowledge,
If it had pleafed providence to {pare his life, there
1s no realonable ground for doubt, that he would
have ranked among the very firft of his profeflion
in this kingdom,

¢ He had a high {enfe of the utility of his pro.
feffion; and bis unoftentatious goodnefs prompted
him to employ his furgical talents among the poor,
to an extent that is known but to few : but thofe
know, that there are many in that clafs of fociety
who weep for him as a kind benefallor.—His pro-
feflional conduét was peculiarly calculated to con-
ciliate the goodwill of his profeflional brethren.
There wasno aflumption of fuperiority to difguft,—
no mean arts to injure: he carefully ftudied the
proprieties of his profeflion, and as carefully ob-
ierved them,

“ And in all this he had nothing to do but to
follow the habitual promptings of his own upright
benevolent heart. He had no obliquity of mind,
no finifter views, no ends which required fecrecy,—
all was fair and open, Thofe who have the mourn-
ful fatisfaction of having fhared his friendly intimacy,
never faw in him any thing that appeared unfuita-
'b]f: to what they expeéied from his charalter ; and
in proportion as this was known, the more it inter=
efled and delighted. His cultivated underfianding,
excellent {enfe, well-regulated feelings, and {terling
worth, made that intimacy regarded as a treafure ;
and his delicacy of mind, his difintereftednels and

e
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generofity, his candour, kindnefls, fimplicity, and
ﬁncer-it}r, obtained the affeftionate confidence of his
patients, and of all his friends.

¢ It is no common lofs which we deplore; and
in thus exprefling our fentiments, we feel poflefled
of the public f{ympathy. It has been truly faid,
that every one who {peaks of him feems to have loft
a friend. He was refpetted and beloved in life;
and his early fummons to the grave is affelting to
all,—to many diftrefling beypnd expreflion.”

Some of thofe who mourned for the lofs of one

{0 excellent, met on Thurfday morning, to pay him
the laft mark of attachment and refpect. The five
phyficians, and the five army-furgeons whofe names
I have already mentioned, and about twenty other
gentlemen were prefent : feveral others (and among
them the commanding officer and the lurgeon of
the gth dragoons, who came a fhort time too late,)
wifhed to have been prefenc. * The {folemn {cene
was affeCling to all; indeed he mufl have been
without fenfibility who did not feel it. The re-
fpettful filence and forrow of many‘in the humbler
walks of life, was not the leaft honourable circume
flance to the worthy being whofe lofs they de-
plored. “ 1 only with to fee his funeral, Sir; I
am as forry for him as-if he had bLeen my own fa- *
ther,”-—were, on the preceding evening, the fimple
expreflions of one who looked on him as a bene--
- faftor.  And when his poor, mother firft learnt the
- dols.of her fon, the waiter who communicated it to
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her, with marks of genuine {ympathy, told her that
the firlt tears he ever fhed in his hife, were fhed aver
his-' gTﬂVE.

If it had pleafed the Supreme Difpofer of all
events, to prelerve a life {o valuable, the peculiar
maturity and uniformity of his charaéter give rea-
fon to belicve, that his worth would have had great
influence on the charaélers of others. I feel a hope
that this effort to make it more known and under-
~ {fteod, may have its effe€l, in aiding the moral effi«
cacy which the remembrance of his excellencies
muft have, where they were properly felt and ap-
preciated. A fimilar hope led to the following
reflections, which I delivered at George's Meeting,
on the fucceeding Sunday; and I hope I fhall find
excufe for fubjoining them to this little narrative.

While we indulge an honeft, yet mournful, fa.
tisfaCtion, that that which we {o much valued was
fo much valued by others,—while we allow our.
admiration at the rare combination of talents, which
placed oar friend fo high in the rank of profeflional
and intelleétual eminence,—let us not forget what
it was that gave thofle talents their brighteft luftre,
and commanded our efteem, our refpeciful affec-
tion, as well as our admiration.  Yes, he had ra-
pidly acquired, among flrangers, the efteem and re.
{petiful aflechion of many who werg far beynnci
him in the journey of life ; and it was by qualities
in which we may all partake.  Our circle of ufe~
fulnefs may be very much more limited than his
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own, but, in that circle, we may exercile the fame
qualities of heart ; and they will feldom be without
a fimilar refult. It was his firm principle, his dif-
interefted, I may fay his tende.r, kindnefs and hu-
manity, his fincerity and opennels, his correcinefs of
conduct and purity of heart, which made him fo
eftimable and fo much efteemed,—which made o
many regard him as a friend, and (o many as a be-
nefator,—which obtained our moft cordial attach-
ment and confidence, and which now forces from
us the tear of forrow., The tears of Jelus fanétified
the forrows of nature, where they are not mixed
with the murmurings of diftruft; and ours have
hope to {oothe them ; for I feel a lively conviction
that he whole lofs we mourn, in no common de-
gree kept himlelf unfpotted from the world :—thar
in fimplicity, and even godly fincerity, he had his
converlation init. As he was not a member of our
-religious communion,* we had lefs opportunity of

knowing his charaéter in that point of view ; but

various little traits and circumf{lances which memo-

ry delights to retrace, fatisfy my mind, that though
rcligious principle was not in him obtrufive, he
lived under its influence.~—The point to which [
wilh to diret the attention of my young friends is,
that genuine goodnefs will obtain ail that is valua-
ble in human regard ; that it will meet, in its cir-'
cle of influence, with its reward : but I feel it a

* Mr. Johnfon was a2 member of the eflab

lithed church; and
I believe regularly attended its fervices,


















