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My Dear Sir,

THE friendly reception I met with
at your hands on my arrival, an entire stran-
ger In this country, would alone furnish suf-
ficient motives for thus publicly avowing the
feelings of gratitude and regard I entertain
towards you.

The mnumerable obstacles you must have
encountered in perfecting the knowledge of
the obstetric art, so luminously communicated
to the profession, in your late work, must have
convinced you of the existence of peculiar
difficulties in other departments of medical
science. The distinguished success which
your uncommon zeal and talents have obtained
for you, in surmounting the difficulties which
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have so long enveloped in obscurity that very
important department of your profession, must,
‘moreover, have made you well aware how
essentially necessary it i1s, in addition te a per-
fect acquaintance with the principles of gene-
ral medicine, to devote a deliberate attention
to minute details and facts,.as well as to other
duties too irksome to be performed with suffi-
cient persevei'ance to ensure success, without
that degree of zeal which is but rarely mani-
fested, more especially in treating on a subject,
which has not yet been considered by the pro-
fession, with the attention it deserves.
Happy, therefore, in the opportunity of
ﬁﬁ'ering this little work, to the profession,
under the sanction of your name, I submit,
with much diffidence, both its merits, if any, and
its demerits, to the decision of public opinion.
Whatever that decision may be, I shall al-
ways remain with heartfelt esteem and respect,

My Dear Sir,
Your most faithful friend,

and obliged servant,
LEONARD KOECKER.

15, Conduit Street,
Hanover Square,

1826,



PREFACE.

HAVING been repeatedly urged and advised
by his friends to make public the result of his
professional experience, the Author, notwithstand-
ing the difficulties under which he is placed, as a
stranger in this country, has at length ventured to
throw himself upon the indulgence of the English

public,and more especially of the medical profession.

As a foreigner, he has no pretensions to talent
for authorship, knowing that he is far from being
able to write the English language with correct-
ness. His object, therefore, it will soon be evi-
dent, 1s not literary fame; but the advancement
of his profession, in connection with the best inter-
ests of humanity. In publishing this manual, he
1s, moreover, partly influenced by the desire of
proving that he is not unworthy of the confi-

ldence with which he has been honoured. How-
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ever unlucky he may occasionally be in his mode
of expression, he hopes that he may at least be
able to make himself thoroughly understood ; and
that, if indeed there be any superiority in his
modes of treatment, it will not fail to be dis-

covered and acknowledged, %

His original design was intended to embrace
an entire system of Dental Surgery; but after much
deliberate reflection, he discovered that it would
require the preparation of several years, especially
on the part of a foreigner, to carry such an object
into execution. He has been induced, therefore
to change his first plan, and to lay before the
public only a very concise view or sketch, of his
principles, including, however, some leading points

which he considers as improvements.

Should this Essay be favourably received, and
its imperfections meet with the kind indulgence

of the public, he may be encouraged to resume
his original plan.

The principles on which he has for many years

practised this art, being essentially different from
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any other hitherto known, and considering those
which are commonly received as being founded on
superficial views and pernicious errors, he has
deemed it useful to give a detail of his peculiar
ideas in such a manner as, he trusts, will not only
be found to deserve some attention on the part of
the professional reader, but also at the same time,
calculated to prepare the public mind at large

for their reception.

It is obvious, that in proportion as the know-
ledge of sound and practical principles is diffused
and justly appreciated, it will be so much the more
easy for the practitioner to ensure their general
.adoption. To gain this point, the Author has endea-
voured to unite the utmost simplicity of language
to the requisite scientific information; and, that he
might not fail to make himself intelligible, he has
scrupulously avoided all technical terms, as well

as every thing else that might have the appear-
ance of scientific mystery.

The cases introduced, were considered indis-
pensably necessary, to give a sufficiently compre-

hensive view to the reader, of the extent of Dental
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Sur'ger}r; and, in some measure, to shew the exist-
ing difference between the usual dental practice, and
that which the Author has adopted, almost from
the beginning of his professional career. To ren-
der them practically useful, and to ensure, both
to the professional and general reader, much less
difficulty in understanding the principles and treat-
ment here propounded, it was necessary to give
them at full length.

In conclusion it may be proper to add, that the
initials to the American cases, the subjects of
which, for the most part reside in small towns,
are not those of the respective patients, but are
placed 1in alphabetical order merely to avoid,

unnecessary repetition. '
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OF

DENTAL SURGERY.

CHAPTER I.

General Observations on the present state of Dental
Surgery ; and the developement of the author’s
- method of Treatment.

| B may be assumed as a fact, that there i1s no
branch of the healing art, so little founded on scien-
tific principles as that of Dental Surgery.

The practical part of this important department
having been so long in the hands of illiterate men,
incapable themselves of writing, we have been obliged
to depend for our theoretical principles, and for all
that was to be learned, otherwise than by practice
and experience, upon the information of writers not
practically acquainted with the subject. Hence,
many pernicious and erroneous theories and opinions
have prevailed, owing to the authority which has
attached to the names of such persons, while very
little substantial and useful scientific knowledge 1s to
be obtained from their writings ; and it may justly be
said that this science is at present in a great measure
destitute of the necessary order and system. '

B


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































