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The Naval Medical arrangements in War are adapted
to meet the needs of a big general action as well as of
individual vessels after a minor encounter, and their aim
in all cases is to ensure the wounded sailor having early
and skilful medical assistance. Briefly, they may be
described as having three Stages:— '

1.—FIRST AID.
2. —EVACUATING,
3.—DISTRIBUTING.

These three Stages correspond to the three Zones of
military assistance, and like them they form a chain of
relief, each Stage having its own special duties and work.
The FIRST AID STAGE is carried out on board
every individual ship. and its leading characteristic is the
rendering of First Aid to the wounded after their collection
from the different parts of the vessel. In connection
with the carrying out of this bit of work quickly,
efficiently, and with as much safety to the wounded as
possible, certain definite arrangements exist on board
every vessel,

Beginning with “ First Aid ” Dressings, it should be
noted that the supply of ** First Aid Haversacks,” which
every warship has in time of peace is, on the outbreak
of war, largely increased numerically, and additional
haversacks are placed about the ship as well in all
the positions where during the action men may be shut
off in distinet compartments from assistance, as for
instance, in the conning tower, the torpedo flats, the
workshops, and the engine rooms. Every gun, too, is
supplied with its box or cupboard filled with packages of
dressings. Further, there are distributed throughout the
ship and placed in accessible places large tin boxes con-
taining reserve dressings, tourniquets, scissors, and
splints. From these boxes the Fist Aid haversacks
and the gun boxes can be replenished during a lull in
the engagement.

The next important point in connection with the
rendering of First Aid is that every modern ironclad
possesses one or more DISTRIBUTING Or DRESSING
Srarions.  There are usually two of them, one placed
in the fore and the other in the aft portion of the ship.
They have been provided for in the construction of the
vessel to take the place of the ordinary sick bay,”
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FHE FIRST REGIMENTAL AID FOST,
The placard seen in the illustration is the necessary guide to the wounded.

By kind permission of ' Alfieri Picture Kerpice, London”
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Along the Lines of Communication there are {Il:-"»n }:!El{'i‘{f
at intervals Rest Stations, where ret reshments are furnished
to the wounded on the trains as they pass through.

While the above is the usual method of transport,
in some cases suitable waterways may exist, and water
transport by Canals is resorted to. This has been the
case in France, and it is found that such water transport
‘s for manv cases the best, as in head injuries and very
bad compound fractures of limbs, where all jolting has

HOSPITAL TRAIN ‘'SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE" BEING LOADED
BY THE SCOTTISH SECTION.

to be avoided. In the diagram this mode of transport
is illustrated, and when it is employed the wounded are
brought from the Casualty Clearing Slation by motor
ambulance to a special point where they are entrained
into barges.

As already pointed out. the EVACUATING Zone
really has its field of work on the Lines of Communication.
It should benoticed that in it there is placed an Advanced
Depot of medical stores.







21

wounded are again conveyed by Ambulance Trains and
Motor Ambulances to their destinations, thus completing
the long line of medical assistance whiclt stretches from
the fighting front, be it in France or Salonica, to Lllw.
quietness and comfort of our First Line Military or Red
Cross Hospitals at home in Great Britain.

Reference has been previously made to the self-
devotion and courage of the naval surgeons and of the
splendid pluck and endurance shown by our sailors when

AN AMBULASCE OF THE FIRST sCOTTISH UNIT, INJURED BY A BOME
DROPPED FREOM A TAUERE.

wounded and in pain. The same holds good with the
medical officers and men of the sister service. If any
proof of this were wanted, it is given by the fact that since
the beginning of the war 137 British doctors have been
killed in action, 58 have died of wounds, 62 of disease,
and 707 have been wounded, giving a total of 964. These
higures speak for themselves. In addition to the above
casualties must be added a large number of stretcher-
bearers and drivers of motor ambulances. who have
given their lives for their country and their fellow-men.
It is not, perhaps, generally realised how severe are the


















