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We are still somewhat at a loss a3 to the manner in which many of t
patients became infected.

Our cases failed to reveal any evidence of the point of entry of th
poison into the body as marked by any specifie lesion,

In an attempt to focus the facts indicating the spread from rat {0 man,,
or man to rat, no clear light can be thrown upon the question as to how th
recent outhreak originated.

That rat mortality is a precursor of plague in man, and that plague i
usually preceded by an epizbotic amongst rats, is now practically the generall
consensus of opinion throughout the world where plague has been ohserved,.

No information with regard to sickness or unusual mortality amongsti
our rats was forthcoming,

* No rats, no plague,” is a truism which supplies a remedy as well as as
warning, but there are many factors in the rat question which are as yett
very imperfectly understood.

Dr. J. E. F. McDonald, Health Officer for Brisbane, and member off
the official staff of the Department of Public Health, in his Report (appended))
raises the question as to whether plague was enziotic amongst rats, ors
possibly other animals, in a ehronie form which was unnoticed.

“The animals of the farmyard, and of the backyard of domestics
dwellings,” mentioned by Professor Simpson (in & summary of his Report om:
plague in Hong Kong. published in the British Medical Journal, 28ths
Mareh, 1903), as susceptible to plague in a chronic as well as an acute form,,
furnish an interesting and important fact as bearing on the endemiec:
maintenance and dissemination of the disease by infected animals and!
poultry in addition to infeeted rats or mice.

With the exception of rats and mice, the influence of animals ins
spreading the disease has been in our experience inappreciable.

Of three cats examined during the recent epidemic in Brisbane, twos
were found dead on premises from which infected persons were removed,.
whilst the third animal was observed to be sick. Careful bacteriologicall
investigation failed to reveal the presence of plague bacilli in all three:
instances. .

As to the question of transference of plagne bacilli by the agency of!
suctorial inseets, &e., Mr. C. J. Pound, the Government Bacteriologist, and!
Dr. O’Brien, in their Reports (appended), mention several interesting facts:
in this connection.

During the hot summer months the plague wards swarmed with:
mosquitoes, and both patients and nursing staff were constantly bitten..
Examination of mosquitoes (Culicide), caught after feeding on a patient!
(Case 1II.), septicamic in type, gave negative resunlts, but from two speci--
mens which had fed on the body of another patient (Case X'V.), bacilli were:
separated which, in their morphological and eultural characters, were identical!
with the Bacillus Pestis.

An interesting observation in connection with the possible accidentall
transmission of plague from rat to rat by the agency of cockroaches iss
related by Mr. Pound. (See Appendix E.)

With regard to the dissemination of plague among rats throngh ther
ageney of fleas, Mr. Pound. in a voluminons Report on varions experiments:
and observations condueted at the Bacteriological Institute in connection)





































































