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6 The House-Fly.

In winter the persistence of the species is apparently secured
by the survival, in bake-houses, kitchens, stables, and other suit-
able retreats, of flies which are the parents of the earliest broods of
the following season. In the British Islands these latter usually
commence to make their appearance in June, though as a rule it is
not until the following month that the numbers of flies begin to
show a marked increase. Generally speaking, in the absence of
local conditions specially favourable to the breeding of the insects
in abnormal numbers at an earlier period than usual (as at Post-

Fia. 5.

Barcnes oF Hovse-FLy EGGS IN STABLE MANURE (natural size).
Total number of eges abont 1, 500.
From o photograph by Professor Robert Newstead, F.R.8, kindly lent by the

Health Committee of the City of Liverpool,
wick, near Norwich, in June and July, 1910), House-Flies.in the
United Kingdom are most numerous in the months of Augnst and
September, but they are often still common in Oectober, and some-
times even in November. The ocecasional local oceurrence of
House-Flies in such numbers as to constitute a veritable  plague
is generally traceable to one or more of the following factors:—
(1) Exceptional meteorological econditions favouring abnormally
rapid development ; (2) the local abundance of breeding-places and
of food-supplies for the maggots or larvae; (3) the presence, in
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Fia, 6.

Fia. 7.

Fia. 6. A wmass oF House-FLy MAGGOTS IN STABLE MANURE (natural size).
¥Fig. 7. THE sAME MAGGOTS SEPARATED FROM THE MANURE.

From photegraphs by Professor Robert Newstead, RS, kindly lent by the Health
Comnitiee of the City of Fdverpool.



















