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instances the water of particular wells has fallen into disuse owing to its havin
acquired an unpleasant smell or taste, and occasionally obvious pollution of this mﬁ
has been noted to have occurred suddenly. Hecently chemical analysis has heen made
of samples of water from the five public wells of the town, with the result of showing
serious impurity in four out of the five samples. The fifth sample, that from the W

pump, might, in the analyst's opinion, “be safely used for drinking purposes.” ‘m
opinion given in view of a particular sample would, I should suppose, have been more
guardedly given if the analyst had been aware of the mis-use (to be noted later on) to

~ which this Wyecar pump is occasionally subjected.

Drainage.—The town is not properly sewered. Old drains, it is true, exist in certain
parts of the town, but these have not been constructed on any definite . They are
merely wall drains, or pipe drains, so put together that free soakage of their contents
into the soil must readily occur. The chief of them has origin in the neighbourhood
of the Wynd, and after contouring the west side of the town traverses it in a south-
easterly direction, receiving by the way supplementary drainage from part of the High
Street, and finally discharges into the Brook. Another of these drains in the nei

- bourhood of Emgate reccives various tributary drains from the westward, and

east beneath yards and gardens hereabouts, discharges into the Brook above Bedale
Bridge. In addition, many dwellings have each of them independent drainage to the
same brook. Drains of all sorts commonly receive, besides storms and slop water,
refuse liquid of privy middens and of pigsties, stables, and fold yards, as well as over-
flow from cesspools. The public drains are by their construction and use quite
unadapted to the work they have to perform, and as a result not unfrequently become
choked. Thus considerable nuisance from overflow of drain liquid and from reflux
of drain air has from time to time arisen. Drains are not ventilated, and trapping of
inlets to them is rave. Such houses as have sinks are commonly by his means placed
in direct connexion with the drains.

Ezxerement and Refuse Disposal.—Probably there are not more than a dozen water-
closets in the place. Sueh as exist discharge to cesspools, which again have overflow
pipes to the drains. The midden privy is all but universal. The midden itself is
usually of vast size, and commonly it is uncovered. Into it are received the contents
of one to four privies, foul refuse of all kinds, as well as ashes, and in some instances
stable manure. Middens are said to be drained, but however this may be, many that I
saw contained much foul liguid, and the nuisance thence arising was fmqmﬂy well nigh
uncndurable. Privy middens of the above sort are often situated in ards close
to houses, and thus the atmosphere about dwellings is greatly polluted. For this
reason people commonly keep their baek windows closed to exclude if possible the foul
odours, iddens are emptied at irregular infervals by the occupiers, or by arrange-
ments with farmers, and the manure is applied to gardens or to farm land.

Keeping of Animals —Pigs ave kept in great nombers throughout the town, there
being few back yards without a stye and its complement of pigs. Too often the

igstye is elose to the dwelling either of the pig proprietor or of a neighbour, and from
am fact that'the pigstye is commonly a quagmire of filth, it may be understood that
the keeping of these animals very (Een y constitutes a nuisance. In addition there
are in certain parts of the town * fold yards " for the keeping of cattle. These also are
often foul quagmires (that near to the west end of the Wynd is an extreme instance),
ﬁ%he contribute with the pigs and with the middens to the general pollution of the
town.

Origin and Spread of the Ferer.—The evidence that has been given respecting the
sanitary circumstances of the town is proof that unusual facilities for the transmission of
enteric fever exist. - In Bedale it has needed but the introduction to the town of a
case of enteric fever from which, bg the bowel discharges of the patient, specific
infection of a privy or privies, of the drains common fo several groups of dwellings, or
of one or more wells in general use, might chance to have oecurred, almost to ensure
conveyance of the disease to many others of the inhabitants. Now, introduction of
fever to the town undoubtedly did occur in the person of a child named Whitton, who
with her mother and ofher children came from Leeming Bar to Bedale about mid
June. Within two days of her arrival this child sickened with illness which after-
wards proved severe enteric fever, and subsequently others of her family suffered from
like disease. The facts that I have collected respecting this and other families invaded
leave little doubt that the fever in this family was the starting point of the Bedale
outbreak. DBuf as to ihe precise channel (such as infected privy, infected drains, or
infected wells) whereby the disease became distributed to other families, the case is





















