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well-to-do; the proportion of families inhabiting single apartments;
the number and character of the tenement-houses, and generally,
the character of the house accommodation, and its amount at a
given time in relation to the demand for it, are all circumstances
requiring to be held in view in such inquiries as those suggested
by these Tables. It is not proposed at present to do more than
point out a few of these considerations arising directly from the
Tables themselves.

As is only too well known, the death-rate of Glasgow has been
for many years almost constantly among the highest in the
kingdom; and the great liability of the city to epidemic disease,
especially to typhus fever, has also obtained for us an unenviable
repute. It is not intended here to palliate or explain away these
facts, or even to discuss them at large; but it may be safely
affirmed that many persons who have been accustomed to take
note of them, and who justly look upon the figures presented
from week to week as a reproach to our civilisation, have failed
at the same fo appreciate the true bearing of some of the
following considerations :—

1. Glasgow has a population of 95 persons to an acre;
.., much more than double the density of the population of
London or Edinburgh ; more than three times the density of
Newcastle, and nearly eight times the density of Leeds; Liverpool
alone exceeding Glasgow in this respect. (See Table 5.)

2. Glasgow has an enormously high birth-rate, usually from
40 to 42, or more, in 1000 of the population; while London, the
largest and most rapidly extending popnlation in the world, has
a birth-rate of only 35 to 36.6 in 1000 of living population; and
Liverpool, which in so many unfavourable particulars resembles
(ilasgow, has a birth-rate varying from 36.8 to 39.8 in 1000 of
living population. In other words, the proportion of infant
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Table 1, is the relatively low proportion of the deaths which
occurred among children under five years. I'or if any que will
look down the column of Table 1 which displays, as regards
Glasgow, the rate per cent. of infantile as compared with total
deaths, he will find that while in more than one preceding year
the proportion of infantile deaths exceeded 53 per cent. of the
deaths at all ages, in no year, with the exception of 1870, was it
nearly so low as 43.8 per cent. The special character of the year
1870, therefore, was a mortality rather lower than the average
on the whole, and in its special distribution as regards age,
bearing much less in proportion upon the infantile than upon
the other periods of life. In this respect, Glasgow is remark-
ably contrasted with Liverpool, where, notwithstanding (as we
have already seen) a lower proportion of infantile life actually af
risk than in Glasgow, the per centage of infantile deaths was as
high as 50.6 in 1870, against 43.8 per cent. in Glasgow.

It may, however, fairly be maintained that this mode of
presenting the infantile deaths, although the one usually adopted
by the Registrar-General of Scotland, is open to various kinds of
fallacious inferences. It is certainly a better plan to calculate
the infantile death-rate upon the same principle as the death-
rate of all ages, viz, as against 1000 estimated living persons
under five years of age. Table 2, accordingly, gives the infantile
death-rate per 1000 living in Glasgow for each of the years
1856-70; and it will be seen that in only one of the preceding
fifteen years was the death-rate lower, and in only two others
nearly as low, as in the year 1870.

The Medical Officer has never allowed himself to use expres-
sions calculated to beget false expectations, nor has he ever
consciously exaggerated any actual or presumable result of
sanitary progress; but he thinks that these considerations,
although not conclusive as to any great and general improvement
during the past year, may fairly be taken as hﬂp%ul signs for the









