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I—THE SYNOPSIS.

THE highest Religion, Philosophy, Science, Poetry,
and Art, are one, namely, the Still Small Voice of
God speaking in the spiritual centre of the soul
of man,

For as there is one God who manifests himself as
Spirit, Force, and Matter, so man as the Microcosm
made in the image of God, is a triune being of Spirit,
Soul, and Body.

To love this one God in Spirit is religion, and
to love thy brother and thy sister as thyself is the
whole of morality.

“Therefore, hear O Israel, the Lord thy God is
one God, and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and strength (and body), and soul, and
mind, and thy neighbour as thyself. On these two
hang all the law and the prophets, and no other
commandments are greater than these.”

“ And where two or three are gathered together in
my name, there am I in the midst.”

“ And behold, the kingdom of heaven is within you,












THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY. 3

Thus the foundation or substance of matter is force,
and the substance of force is the will of God, and the
visible universe is thus only the materialised thoughts
of the divine mind.

All force manifests itself in vibrations; and all ex-
ternal things being the result of force, the mystery of
how mind recognises external matter is explained, for
as matter is only an external form of force, it is recog-
nised by mind, which is the central force.*

The Soul is the aggregation of the mental forces,
including the will, and by this soul man rules his
actions and knows the external world.

The Spirit is the third factor in the triune man.
It is that which is an atom or spark of the Spirit of
God. It is lafent in the natural man. It is the
hidden centre or “light of every soul born into the
world, and hidden from the foundation of the world.”
It is the secret Logos which became effulgent in
the Christ, and it is that by which only God can
be known. It is above and beyond reason. It is
of the nature of the knowledge and wisdom and
power of God.

Thus the soul reasons on the evidences furnished by
our organisation, but the spirit knows by intuition.

The soul works by physical agents, and its power is
limited by mechanism. The spirit works by will, and
its powers are unlimited by physical law. The soul
accumulates, and remembers facts; the spirit sees and
knows all things.

¢ On the Nature of Perception. By R. S. Wyld, LL.D.
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THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY. Vi

perfect accord, marriage is the happiest of all earthly

conditions, and is, moreover, not only consistent with
the perfect earthly life, but may be regarded as essen-

tial to that life.

Nevertheless and notwithstanding this, it is not the
less true that the highest spiritual gifts and powers
have, in all ages of the world and of the Church, been
recognised as the special inheritance of the virgin and
celibate. '

So also Magnetic and Psychic and Pneumic healers
know that their power over disease is in direct rela-
tionship to their continence.

This is a mystery of which I have not found any
satisfactory explanation, either in the teachings of
occultists, or in the lives of the saints, and I submit
the following as that which comes to my mind.

The sexual instinct in man has for its end the pro-
creation of the human race, in order that man may
increase and multiply, and replenish the earth and
subdue it.

Thus, man has the power of creating a new being
possessed of an immortal spirit, and hence this power
should be regarded as a responsibility of the most
secret, sacred, and solemn nature.

It is a remarkable fact that among the lower
animals, the female who generally becomes pregnant
by a single act, so long as she is pregnant, rejects all
further approaches of the male with anger and indig-
nation. Does nature not in this wonderful fact teach
man ?

Excess of the sexual instinct is antagonistic to












THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY. 11

living on this earth, act as if he were a disembodied
spirit.

Hence the adept can consciously see the minds of
others. He can act by his soul force on external
spirits. He can accelerate the growth of plants and
quench fire, and, like Daniel, subdue ferocious wild
beasts. He can send his soul to a distance, and there
not only read the thoughts of others, but speak to and
touch these distant objects; and not only so, but he
can exhibit to his distant friends his spiritual body in
the exact likeness of that of the flesh.

Moreover, as the adept acts by the power of his
spirit, he can, as a unitive force, create out of the sur-
rounding multiplex atmosphere, the likeness of any
physical object, or he can command physical objects
to come into his presence.

These statements will not be credited by those
ignorant of such things, but the writer asserts that
these statements are absolute facts.

Mesmerism, as being within the reach of scientific
experimentation, throws great light on occult phe-
nomensa.,

The mesmeric sensitive as a clairvoyant can see the
thoughts of others, and can read print in closed spaces;
and the mesmeriser can at times order the entranced
soul or spirit of the sensitive to travel to a distance,
and then not only see those there present, but touch
them.

The mesmeric sensitive thus resembles the medium
in so far as she is passive, but she differs both from
the medium and from the adept in this, that her soul






THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY, 13

mate spirit was distilled; and so, also, they asserted
that the regenerated and sanctified body, soul and
spirit of man, were also thus reached by a successive
series of deaths and resurrections.

Jesus of Nazareth being filled with the Holy Spirit
became the Christ, the only-begotten and well-beloved
son of God, par excellence, the complete and perfect
spiritual man, and thus the saviour of the souls of
those who, recarding Him as the Way, the Truth, and
the Life, become one with Him as He is one with the
Father.

This position Christ obtained through perfect sub-
mission to the will of God, and He thereby obtained
spiritual gifts and powers beyond all possibility to
soul force.

If we become one with Him as He was one with
God, then we shall also, after a measure, possess like
gifts.

Those saints who entirely surrendered self to the
will of God, being filled with the Spirit, became
luminous, healed diseases, and wrought miracles.

The oriental adept sometimes “scales the heavens
by violence,” and at other times by the pure desire of
the soul, but the saints ascended to heaven, as did
Elijah, by the power of the love of God.

The sacrifice of Christ is self-sacrifice, and is the
sacrifice of the soul and body to the will and love of
God, and this is the only true method of salvation by
Christ. |

Thus religion and morality are nothing more and
nothing less than love to God and love to man. Or






THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY. 15

my late friend, John Dove, represents my views as to
the difference between soul and spirit, and the grada-
tions of each. It will be observed that, in occult
language, “as above so below,” there are four corres-
ponding gradations.

X X Represents the middle wall of partition which
separates the soul sphere from the spirit sphere—the
river of oblivion.

e Represents the soul in a position of equipoise or
oblivious sleep, placed in “the valley of the shadow of
death.”

D Represents the soul in a state of revery—Iiable
to delusion, or “Electro Biology.”

D Represents the spirit on first awaking in the
spirit sphere of revery, namely, in the condition easily
1mposed on by soul force. In a purgatorial state of
hallucination, and prone to impose on others. It is
from this region, I believe, that for the most part,
come those spirits which haunt our promiscuous
séameces. They descend through the narrow way and
biologise the mediums who are in a condition of soul
revery at I). Spirits at D are under the control of
soul or will force.

C This represents the position of the clairvoyant
spirit, but still within the influence of the correspond-
ing region of soul imagination at C, namely, the
Image-ation, or imagination, or creative power of the
soul. C being the creative power of the spirit. The
soul imagination creates images, but in the imagina-
tion or creative power of the spirit these images are
objective realities.












SPIRITUAL DYNAMICS. 19

believe, as the Bible and other histories teach, that a
large proportion of what is called insanity is, as the
victims themselves persistently declare, the result of
demoniacal possession by unclean spirits; while, on
the other hand, I believe that a large proportion of all
instructive and grand and noble thoughts comes to
our soul or spirit through its unconscious communion
with angelic intelligence, or through the spirits of
those who live in spirit and in truth.
- The late Sir James Simpson, the renowned Edin-
burgh physician, and the late Sir William Hamilton,
the profound metaphysician, took great interest in
Mr. Dove’'s mesmeric experiments. Dr. Simpson was
in the habit afterwards of ridiculing the subject, hav-
ing doubtless before his eyes the fate of the good Dr.
Elliotson, who having introduced mesmerism practi-
cally to his patients at University College Hospital,
was, as the reward of his benevolent work, execrated
by the profession and expelled from the hospital,
while his practice fell from about £5,000 a year to
about £1,000; and all this because he desired to im-
part a knowledge regarding a mystery in human
nature which he knew to be of transcendent importance
in the treatment of disease.

For some ten years subsequent to the above events
I had little opportunity of pursuing my observations
in mesmerism and its kindred subjects, but in 1855
Mr. Home arrived in London, and my avidity for that
form of psychology known as Spiritualism became
profoundly awakened.

A knowledge of mesmerism not only predisposes












SPIRITUAL DYNAMICS. 23

of my family names, and a message urging two of my
sceptical brothers to investigate the subject. I added
that the table on the top of which the slate rested was
a solid, hard wood table, and that physical access to
the under surface of my slate was an 1mpossibility.

This experiment, together with many others I had,
enabled me in court solemnly to assert that I could
not be more certain of my own existence than I was
that the writing on the slate could not possibly have
come through human hands or instruments.

The theory I formed regarding the production of
this writing was that it was, probably, in most in-
stances, produced by the soul or spirit of Slade him-
self, but unknown to Slade; and it may, perhaps,
assist the sceptic to comprehend how such things are
possible if I offer the following attempt at an ex-
planation.

We all know that the magnet can repel and attract,
and elevate from the ground in opposition to the laws
of inertia and gravity, a bit of iron. '

This, although the most commonplace of experi-
ments, and one known to man for thousands of years,
is yet, as to its meaning, altogether beyond the compre-
hension of the most profound students of magnetism.
It is a mystery of mysteries, and yet it is universally
known and believed.

It is incomprehensible how one bit of iron can
attract and draw through space another bit of iron
without any eonceivable attachment or physical com-
munication.

Why, then, do all human beings believe in a fact












SPIRITUAL DYNAMICS. o7

Let us review the order of these phenomena, and
on this theory attempt a possible solution of the
problems.

1. Mesmeric power can be demonstrated to act on
sensitives who will obey from a distance the will of
the operator, thus demonstrating the action of mind
on mind at a distance.

2. The very common experiment of blindfolding
certain individuals and then touching them with one
finger, or sometimes willing them without contact,
and thus compelling them to act according to your
secret thoughts, demonstrates again the silent action of
mind on mind, and mind on the bodies of second
persons.

3. Audible raps by invisible agencies are produced
on tables, ete, in the presence of psychics. Madame
Blavatsky produced such in my presence at will, and
sald the sound was produced by electric explosions
proceeding from her fingers in obedience to her will.

4. So then we can understand that it is but a step
further to move tables and articles of furniture in the
presence of psychics by the forces of attraction and
repulsion guided by intelligence, as possessed by the
spirits either of the living or the departed.

5. From the moving of furniture it is easy to pro-
ceed a step further and produce direct spirit-writing
in closed spaces by the operation of attraction and
repulsion, guided by intelligence, or by the will of
foreign spirits who may be present.

6. Every one experienced in these phenomena has
both seen and felt human-like materialised hands—












SPIRITUAL DYNAMICS. 31

can be set aside, and the ultimate, or spiritual, or
direct divine force be re-established in their place,
as occurs in the working of miracles. By miracle I
mean the substitution of a spiritual force for the
ordinary forces in nature, as when water was con-
verted into wine or the blind into seeing eyes by the
power of spirit to dissolve and re-arrange the atoms of
matter.

12. The passage of matter through matter is of all
spiritual phenomena the most difficult to realise.
Moreover, being instantaneous, it has never been
actually seen in action. Christians believe in Christ
having so acted when He appeared “in the midst of
His disciples, the doors being shut;” and so also with
Peter when he passed out of prison. And Spiritualists
can enumerate not less than a thousand instances
where books and other solid substances have entered
closed chambers.

‘The dynamic explanation is that there is no such
thing as solid matter, but only a certain proximity of
atoms, or centres of force, held in position by attrac-
tion, and that by an expansive, spiritual or centrifugal
force these atoms can be so separated as to admit of
the passage of other so-called solid substances. Atoms,
if placed in a like electrical condition, would repel
each other; and as spirits assert that electricity is
their motive-power, we can realise how the atoms of
so-called solid matter may open and shut instantan-
eously.

Let % represent an atom of so-called solid matter.
If we electrify the component molecules of this atom










































MAN AS A SPIRIT. 45

shortly before passed into spirit life. That he saw
Isabella mentally I felt convinced, because he gave me
the most positive evidence, by mimicking her gestures
and actions which in one minute detail 1 have never
seen repeated in any other woman. Being well
acquainted with the phenomena of mind-reading and
clairvoyance; I at once, in my own mind, secretly con-
cluded that Home was a clairvoyant; but no sooner
had this idea entered my mind, than Mr. Home replied
to my thought by saying, “ You think this is mind-
reading, but it is not; I see¢ Isabella.” I felt that I
could not have obtained a better proof that the vision
was one of mind-reading.

I did not at that time see how my theory applied to
the production of palpable hands, but this revelation
so astonished me, that, when I awoke the following
morning, I had some difficulty in believing that the
whole had not been a dream.

Home, as we know, on certain occasions became
elongated several inches, but it is much easier to be-
lieve that his own spirit, the master of his own body,
exercised his disintegrating spiritual organic chemis-
try, than that a foreign spirit performed the operation.

Home also floated in the air, but we do not find any
necessity to call in the aid of foreign spirits to accom-
plish this feat. Home might have been repelled from
the earth, just as two bodies positively electrified repel
each other; or his irradiating or levitating spirit may
have rendered his body specifically lighter than the
atmosphere; and this view I would rather suggest, as
the motion of Home floating through the upper part
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munications were received on subjects either forgotten,
and therefore not in our minds, or on subjects beyond
our knowledge. To this my answer was, that to the
entranced and clairvoyant spirit, all minds and books
were open for inspection and instruction; and that,
although subjects had faded from our memories, there
yet remained their impress on the tablets of our
minds, or their aura adhering to us.

Afterwards the Davenport brothers arrived and
astonished us, and asserted that their bandages were
untied by spirits, and that spirit hands assisted them.
No doubt the Davenports were released from the most
perfect tying, and no doubt spirit hands and arms
were visibly multiplied; but I said, if departed spirits
can do this work, why not spirits present in our own
bodies ?

Regarding this theory I received what seemed to
me a strong confirmation, when on asking Mr. Everett
if he could give me any idea how he ‘was liberated
from the most perfectly secure handcuffs, as applied
by the most experienced police-sergeants, he replied
that he did not know how it was, but that at the
moment the act took place he felt himself entranced:
This confirmed me in my belief that the handcufis
were removed by the mechanical dexterity of his
own spirit.

Lastly arrived Dr. Slade, and, with regard to slate-
writing, I would observe that there is no order of
spiritual phenomena which impresses me more power-
fully. Slade and his slate-writing were to me objects
of absorbing interest. All was done in the light, and
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MAN AS A SPIRIT. 51

theory, for if spirit has, as Swedenborg says, the power
to create physical simulacri, why should it not have
the power to create a simulacrum of our most intimate
friend ?

When I read that on one occasion Dr. Monck awoke
out of his trance, and seeing Samuel Wheeler, the two
rushed into each other’s arms, I was at first puzzled
how to reconcile this fact with my theory that the
medium must be entranced when the spirit-form 1is
materialised. But on reflection I find that the faets
of the double explain this difficulty. A young lady
friend of mine on one occasion, as she was proceeding
homewards on a cold day, strongly desired to be at
home, and in the kitchen warming herself. At that
moment two servants in the kitchen saw the handle of
the door turn, the door open, and the young lady walk
in and warm herself at the fire. They regarded her as
identical with their young mistress, even to the minute
detail of a pair of new green kid gloves ; but suddenly
she disappeared, and in about a quarter of an hour the
young mistress actually appeared in the body, and
wearing a pair of green kid gloves which she had
bought on leaving home. Here we have the double
although the original is awake, and unentranced,
beyond the stage it might have been of mere absence
of mind. But further we know that there are
individuals who can project their double at will in the
waking state, and converse with it as with a second
distinet individual. If so, Dr. Monck may be one of
those persons, and may have the power of projecting
his spirit in the form of himself or of any friend he
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THE DIVINE AND MIRACULOUS MAN, 75

the esoteric Christ in a mystical manner; and Origen,
who lived at the end of the second and the beginning
of the third ecentury, says in his preface to John’s Gos-
pel: “To the literal-minded (or carnal) we teach the
Gospel in the historic (or literal) way, preaching Jesus
Christ and Him crucified, but to the proficients, fired
with the love of Divine wisdom, we impart the
Logos.”

Thus it is the nature of man and the method of his
salvation, body and soul, by the invocation of the
Christ, or the hidden light and spiritual life, which St.
John says are within every man, is the subject of this
paper.

It is maintained that the theory propounded is in
strict accordance with the exoteric and esoteriec teach-
ings of Jesus of Nazareth, and St. John, and St. Paul,
as recorded in the Gospels and Epistles, and these re-
cords, notwithstanding many verbal variations, are
accepted as genuine records of the life and doctrines
of the founder of the Christian religion.

The miraculous narrative is also accepted, it being
understood that a miracle is not a direct interference
by the Creator with the order of nature, but is a
substitution of the spiritual or god-like force in
the Divine Man for the secondary or lower forces in
Nature.

That the spiritual man is in possession of this force
1s taken for granted as a fact known to whoever has
truthfully and laboriously investigated the evidence;
hence a belief in the miracles of Christ is a natural
consequence of this knowledge, and marvellous it is








































































HOW BEST TO BECOME A THEOSOPHIST, 99

you have placed me in, but in all T say I shall endea-
vour to speak in the spirit so sublimely expressed by
one of the most intensely true and loving of men,
himself apparently an initiate, and at least illuminated
with that knowledge without which there can be no
comprehension of theosophy—the triune nature of
man as Body, Soul, and Spirit. This Paul of Tarsus
says, when writing to those of his society then resid-
ing in the city of Corinth —

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and
angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding
brass and a tinkling cymbal ; and although I have the
gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and although I have all faith, so that I
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am
nothing ; and although I give all my goods to feed the
poor, and although I give my body to be burned, and
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.”

This magnificent picture of charity or love cannot
be surpassed in nobleness of expression, and I submit
that our society could not do better than write it up
as our initiatory rule of life.

We all, I understand, fully realise the trinity in
man of body, soul, and spirit; and thus it is that our
rules indicate that we shall do our best to increase our
bodily health, our souls’ strength and purity, and the
exaltation of the spirit; and we all, I think, thus
understand that the central essence of all true religion
is one and identical, namely, to evoke the hidden
spiritual centre of the soul, and unite that with God.

We see this and thus also we are able to see, that










































































































































