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PROTO-ARYAN CIVILISATION AND MYSTERIES. g5

pyramids, and the most ancient of these is possibly 8,000
years old, and may be described as a mere cairn of stones.
Next follows the great pyramid of Ghizeh, which has
been termed a stone bible, the Masons might call it that
wonderful religious, scientific, and astronomical Tracing-
board. According to Herodotus it was built by Cheops,
whom the priests held in detestation, as he had caused all
the temples to be closed during its erection, its date
variously estimated at 3324 to 4325 B.C. It is said that
the architect was Khufu-ankh, an Osirian, who was buried
near to it. Cheops was certainly an Osirian, whilst the
priests were opposed to that worship. () All the pyra-
mids had their official priests attached, and even in the
earliest times fabulous sums were lavished upon these
structures, and upon their temples. These latter were
divided into three portions:—1, an outer court, not
always roofed ; 2, the body of the temple; 3, the Holy-
place and the shrine of the god in whose honour the
temple was built. The temple of Jerusalem was of analo-
gous character.  Archazologists consider that the pre-
historical nucleus was the holy-place, and that gradually
other chambers began to be erected around it.  The
pyramid was the model upon which the builder acted, the
walls sloping and narrowing upwards.

There are grave discrepancies amongst the learned in
regard to the chronology of this nation, owing to dis-
agreement as to whether certain dynasties of kings were
reigning contemporaneously ; but the great pyramid of
Ghizeh, whatever its real age, shews a marvellous know-
ledge of geometry, astronomy, and operative Masonry.
The hardest granite has been chiselled with such mathe-
lfllatical accuracy that a knife blade will not enter the
Joints, and men of science suppose that they have dis-
] covered in its construction the evidence of a learning equal
to that of the present day. The number 5, and its
multiples, is the radical basis of its measurements ; pre-
cisely as the Israelitish Tabernacle is set up with the like

(®) Egygt, Wm, Oxley, p. 87.
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PROTO-ARYAN CIVILISATION AND MYSTERIES. 50

tomb ; he details the mode in which he accomplished this,
with much engineering skill, about 3,400 B.C, and styles
himself “chief of the royal workmen,”  Usertesen I,
perhaps 3,000 B.C, laid the foundation of the temple of
the Sun at Heliopolis, and assumes himself to be son of
the double Harmachis; the same king built the front
part of the temple of Karnak, which measures 1,200 feet
by 348 feet; he also enlarged the temple of Ptah at
Memphis. Professor Norman Lockyer, F.R.S,, considers
that as Karnak is oriented to receive the direct shaft of
the sunlight at the season when it touched the horizon,
opposite the temple gateway, that it was built 3,700 B.C.

The superintendence of Egyptian Craftsmen by higher
officials is shewn in the rockcut temple of Rekhmara, as
3,400 years ago the Vizier of Thebes is represented with
all his attendants, “inspecting all the handicrafts made
in the temple of the house of Amen, and teaching each
man his duty concerning his trade” His inscription
concludes: “I have left no evil deeds behind me, may I
be declared just and true in the great judgment.” (Bos-
cawen in Globe, Aug., 1900.)

A few centuries later the famous Labyrinth was
erected ; it represents the twelve Zodiacal signs, and the
twelve great gods, and contains 3,000 chambers with a
lofty carved pyramid as adjunct. As proof that the
priests had a monotheistic creed we quote the following
words from over the gate-way of the temple of Medinet-
Abou :—“It is He that has made all that 15, and without
Him nothing has been made.” The temple of Luxor is
the largest upon earth, but space fails us to record a tithe
of the mighty works of this wonderful race. The names
ﬂf. numerous architects are preserved and Brugsch, Leib-
lein, and Lepsius, give the names of thirty-four, some of
whom were allied with the reigning Pharaohs. Commer-
cial intercourse existed with China, as pottery, and other
works of art, have been found in very ancient tombs,

There is the record of an Artist of the name of Iretsen,
of about 2,800 B.c, in which he says:—“1 know the
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PROTO-ARYAN CIVILISATION AND MYSTERIES. 61

Companion,” and be intimately associated with the
King. (®) :

Running contemporaneously with the Egyptian culture,
was that of the great Scytho-Hittite Kingdom, the ﬂqﬂ?ﬁ
of Egypt, in metals, buildings, and art, and Captain
Conder points out that the point within a circle, @‘, was
their phonetic symbol for An, or God; the five-pointed
star, ¥k, the symbol of #0, which implies either down, or
to descend, and that the cypriote symbol of two triangles
joined at their apex, ¥, but without the bottom line, §,
was the Hittite character for man or protection, (3%)

A long period of historical darkness now supervenes,
and it has been discovered that a race totally distinct
from the Egyptians had taken possession of the high-
lands to the north of Thebes, between the 7th and
oth dynasty. They were a tall, powerful race, resembling
the Lybian and Ammonite people, had wavy brown hair,
prominent aquiline noses, and used flint axes and copper
implements.  They were accomplished potters, stone
workers, and metallurgists. In a ritualistic sense they
were cannibals, and broke the bones of human bodies to
extract the marrow. Near to the home of this recently
discovered race was Nubt, a town which was devoted to
the worship of the execrated Set and which is mentioned
in one of the Satires of Juvenal, as the origin of horrid
wars, and cannibal orgies,

] Following upon this, as if in some measure due to
it, was the domination of the Hyksos, or Shepherd
Kings, who overran Egypt, between 2500 and 1600
BC, perhaps dependent in part upon the ferment
which arose in Central Asia when the Elamites invaded
Ea!:;}rlnn, and these Hyksos seem to have followed the
religious views of the Semitic tribes, though some writers
have thought that they were old believers who were
opposed to the ritual of Osiris, which we shall mention
::ri ;:I:mngxt chapter as an Aryan ritual, the weight of
1s altogether in favour of a foreign origin of
(*) W. St. Chad Boscawen, (i | Lucifer, ix.
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PROTO-ARYAN CIVILISATION AND MYSTERIES. 65

plifying the cutting of hieroglyphics, and as well, per-
fectly finished portraits and statues, without any admix-
ture of foreign style, and which are equal to any work of
the moderns. It is noteworthy that the ground plan of
the tomb of the Queen of Amenophis III., about 1470 B.C.,
is a cross of the Latin form, and as Mr. William Oxley
says, " exactly on the plan of a Christian church.”

The Ramiside dynasty, in which the priests of Amen
came again into power, did much in the 14th century B.C.
to adorn Egypt with stately buildings, and Beken-
Khonsoo describes himself as the architect of Rameses IL,,
“the friend of Amen,” and the restorer of Karnak, and
Dr. Wm. Birch informs us that the twins Suti and Har
were Mer-kat, architects, who had charge of Karnak
Rameses III. makes a record of the numerous temples
which he restored. He built at Thebes a temple to
Khons, of good hewn sandstone and black basalt, having
gates whose folding doors were plated with gold and
itself overlaid with electrum like the horizon of heaven.(38)

It is unfortunate that we have so little that is authentic
in regard to the rites of the Mysteries, though the doctrine
is fully embodied in the Ritual of the Dead, we only
begin to have details after they had been carried to Greece
by Orpheus, Cadmus, and Cecrops in the 16th century B.C.
All the Egyptian Kings were initiated into them, and are
represented as adorned with very handsome aprons. There
are also representations, in paintings, of scenes which may
equally apply to the earthly Mysteries, or to the passage
of the soul in the after life, which was in reality the object
of the sacerdotal Mysteries, and it was a firm custom in
Egypt to adapt their whole life to their faith in the
future, or to enact in their religious rites, that which they
believed would follow on quitting the body.

In our next chapter we may be able to form a more
sul;d opinion upon the changes made in the Cabiric Mys-
teries, :nrhich were clearly the most ancient of the great
Mysteries, by the advanced Aryans, and as to the alleged

(™) Records of the Past, vi.
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ARYAN CIVILISATION AND MYSTERIES. 69

literature, and early civilisation. There is a record, which
we will allude to later, that a whole army of pure
Aryans entered Egypt. The cradle of the Hindu 1s
traditionally held to be the high-table-land between
Thibet and India in the region of the lake Mansurawara.
Before their advance into India three chief peoples were
in possession of that country: the Dravidians of the
north west, who have some affinity with the aborigines of
south and west Australia, use the boomerang as a weapon,
and have the same words for I, thou, he, you, etc., these now
use a language represented by Tamil, Malayalam, Telugu,
Kanarese, Tulu, Kudugu, Toda, Kota, Gond, Kandh, Urain,
Rajmahal, etc. A second tribe was the Kolarians driven
from the north-east against the Dravidian, and so broken
up into Santals, Savars, Kurkus, Juangs, Hos, etc. A
third race were the Tibeto-Burman tribes who have an
affinity with the Mongolians. Lastly, and after the inva-
sion of India, Scythic tribes, as the Jats or Getz, and
the Ghakkars, secured a footing in the country ; our
Gypsies seem to spring from the Jat race.

As Aryan civilisation was but an advance upon what
we have termed proto-Aryan, so also it follows that the
art of building with squared and levelled stones, wrought
by the use of square, level, and plumb was the gradual
improvement upon the Cyclopean system of irregular
blocks ; and mingled with the most ancient level architec-
ture of India, equally with various other countries, are
walls which resemble the Cyclopean method of build-
ing ;(1) and from this, and other circumstances, we may
draw the conclusion that Aryan culture was the medium
gf advanced architecture. This improvement had birth
in north India and one of the oldest cities was the Aryan
colony of Balkh where are vast ruins, colossal images,
of which the number of prominent figures, or recesses,
amount to twelve thousand, in subterranean temples hewn
out of the solid rock.

At a remote period there arose a contest for supremacy

(') Philosophy of History. F. von Schlegel,
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also in the obelisk and the vesica-pisces, but also in various
other emblems in all countries. In remote times sects
arose that made a separate symbol of one or other of the
principles.

It has been shewn by Dr. Inman (%) that most Hebrew
names have reference to the male principle. On the other
hand the Greeks, who are designated Yavans in Hindu lite-
rature, with other tribes that it was said were expelled the
Aryan home with them, were worshippers of that female
nature, or principle of nature, which in Egypt was adored
as Isis; in Babylon as Ishter; in Samothrace as Ghe; in
Britain as Ceridwen; in Italy as Cybele; in Greece as
Ceres ; in Armenia as Anaitis ; in Germany as Hertha ; in
Persia as Mythra; and we may even add, in Christian
times as the Virgin Mary.

The learned Brother Dr. George Oliver, in his History
of Initiation, professes to give the ceremonials of Initia-
tion into the Brahminical Rites of Mahadeva, but as we
know of no evidence of their accuracy we shall refrain
from quoting the account. There is a very interesting
legend in Porphyry, which he gives upon the authority of
Bardesanes, an Initiate and Gnostic, who had it from the
Brahmins. There was a very lofty mountain which had
in it a cave of large dimensions. It contained a statue
of 12 cubits with its arms extended in form of a cross,
the face was half male and half female; on the right
breast was represented the Sun, and on the left the Moon ;
the arms had figures of the sky, the ocean, mountains,
rivers, plants, and animals ; on the head of the figure was
a god enthroned. Beyond this was a large extension of
the cavern, guarded by a door from which issued a stream
of water, but only the pure in mind could pass this door ;
but upon doing this they reached a pellucid fountain.
The writer supposes that it is to this cavern of Initiation
that Apollonius of Tyana alludes to the letters which he
addressed to the Brahmins, where he is wont to say, “No!
by the Tantalian water by which you Initiated me into

(*) Ancient Faiths in Ancient Names.
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Then again there are degrees of Aspirants who are
taught by Brahmins of different degrees of learning, and
these again by ascetics or Mahatmas of different degrees
of spiritual knowledge. The Buddhists of Thibet recog-
nise four degrees of spiritual advancement ; and amongst
the Moslem sects of India, Persia, and Turkey, the system
is sometimes of four, and with others of seven degrees.
Much of this is spoken mystically and with secrecy, and
has its counterparts in the esoteric side of Freemasonry.

There is a symbolic doctrine taught by the Brahmins to
their disciples in respect to the construction of their
temples, and given orally; their basic symbol is the
equilateral triangle, the first corner represents birtk, the
next death, and the apex immortality; the four walls,
floor, etc., are typical of their doctrinal teaching; the
entrance must be either south or west so that the wor-
shipper may face either the north where the gods are said
to reside and whence knowledge comes, or the east whence
rites and ceremonies are derived ; the body of the temple
represents our human body, and the central image, which
has its emblem, much resembling the “ Seals” of the
Rosicrucians, symbolises our own jivatma, or immortal
spirit, but the aspects or faces are only explained fully to
competent Initiates. (3) This species of instruction has
been equally applied to our own cathedrals. There is
also supposed to be what we may call an invisible tyler,
represented by a statue.

That the ancient Brahminical system of Initiation was
fearfully secret is evidenced by the A grouckhada Parikshai
or manual of Hindu caste-initiation, which makes death
the penalty of indiscretion. Every initiate of the first
class who betrays the secret instruction to members of other
castgs must have his tongue cut out, and suffer other
mutilations. Again, it is said that: “every Initiate, to
whatever grade he may belong, who reveals the great
sacred fﬂrmula must be put to death.” And, any Initiate
of the third class who reveals, before the prescribed time,

(") Mis. Notes and Queries, x, p. 279,
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ARYAN CIVILISATION AND MYSTERIES. iy

the rest of the people the sacred volumes which have
descended to them. The Shastra on civil architecture says
that, “an architect should be conversant in all sciences,
ever attentive to his vocations, generous, Sincere, and
devoid of enmity or jealousy.”

The late Brother Whymper states that the key-stone
used in erections by the earliest Aryan builders was tau-
shaped 97 and that the wedge-shaped key-stone, tl_mugh
of old date, is of a more modern form. (°) According to
the Vastu Shastra, the ancient Hindu temple consisted of
seven courts, as at Srirangam and Mavalipuram, their
seven walls referring allegorically to the seven essences of
the human temple. In the centre of these courts was a
raised seat without any covering. At entrance the wor-
shippers had to undergo purification before a fire, kept
burning for that purpose. The Goparams, or towers at
the entrance, represent the mountain over which Deity
presides, surrounded by seven classes of angels and puri-
fied beings. The palace of the King of Siam has seven
roofs, and he only can occupy the highest stage.

If we rely upon the Hindu tradition, as we may, that
the Persians and the Greeks were members of the Maha-
rajah caste, coupled with what seems to be historical fact
that certain parts of India refused caste laws, we find a
reason for the special characteristics of the Mysteries, so
far as applies to Brahmin governed countries but not there-
fore of general practice. It leads to this conclusion that in
the Rites of Maha-deva we have the Brahmin caste sn
the Mythraic, and their equivalents, we have the Maha-
rajah caste; whilst in the followers of Visvakarman we
have the Artizans, and this combination tends to prove
the contentions of the last named, coupled with the
evidence of the priests of Benares, that they were sanc-
tioned when the warriors combined with the Brahmins to
confine each profession in a close fold, and make hewers
of wood, and drawers of water, of an ancient population
that they conquered upon advancing into India. We

(*) bid. vi,
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104 THE ARCANE SCHOOLS.

of Lysander) to confess all wicked acts. The pre-
Hebrew commandments termed the seven precepts of the
Noachida are : (1) Abstain from Idolatry ; (2) Blaspheme
not ; (3) Do no murder ; (4) Commit not Adultery ; (5) Do
not steal; (6) Administer justice; (7) Eat not flesh cut
from the live animal.

The Rites of Eleusis in Greece are those of which we
have the fullest particulars, and we shall therefore take
them as the complement of all the others, and give as
much as can be gathered from prejudiced and unpreju-
diced sources, poets, philosophers, and their bitter
enemies the Christians. The Rite is said to have followed
the Orphic doctrine, and to have been established about
1423 B.C., in the reign of Erectheus King of Athens, which
city had previously been occupied by a colony from
Egypt. Though best known, yet not the most ancient,
the Eleusinia would seem to have constituted rather a
democratic society than a Sacerdotal College, as if their
intention was to absorb all the popularity of these insti-
tutions ; to be followed, at a later period, by the appro-
priation, by minor schools of Philosophers, of all the
knowledge to be gained in these Colleges. It is, how-
ever, noteworthy that the tradition of the ancient unity
of King and Priest was preserved in the title of Basileus
or King given to the Presiding officer ; and Lysias says
that it was his duty to offer up prayers, and to preserve
morality. These Mysteries were at the same time essen-
tially secret and sacred, embodying a scenic representation,
in which all classes might participate except bastards and
slaves, who were especially excluded by the action of
Euclid, the Archon, or chief, in 402 B.C,, and a different
person from the later Geometrician. It is worthy of note
that the old Constitutional Charges of Free Masons
exclude the same persons.

Although the Cabiric Mysteries, like those of Egypt,
preserved, at least in name, an idea of the worldly sciences,
the Eleusinia would seem to have abandoned the preten-
sions to these, and only required that the Neophyte should
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THE MYSTERIES IN RELATION TO PHILOSOPHY. 113

to spiritual things it would eventually purify itself, as the
Alchemist purifies metals, and so attain immortal life.

We learn from various writers that the Mysteries had
their secret signs of recognition. Apuleius mentions in
his Metamorphosis that it was pointed out to him “in a
dream " that he would recognise a certain priest by his
walking as if with a lame ankle; in the Apologia we
read :—" If anyone happens to be present who has been
imitiated into the same Rites as myself, if he will give
me the sign, he shall then be at liberty to hear what it
is that I keep with so much care.” Plautus (") has—“ Give
me the sign if you are one of the Bacchz” Iamblichus
writes—" Give not your right hand easily (that is, draw
not towards you improper and uninitiated persons by
giving them your right hand), for to such as have not been
tried by repeated disciplines and doctrines, and have not
proved themselves to participate in the Mysteries, by a
quinquennial silence and other trials, the right hand ought
not to be given.” Homer makes Achilles to greet Priam
thus—* The old man’s right hand at the wrist he grasped,
lest he should be alarmed in mind.”

Proclus advanced further and taught that there were
Mystic passwords that could carry a person from one
order of spiritual beings to another stil] higher, till reach-
mng the absolutely divine. The Egyptians (%) and Gnostics
held the same view. Origen (%) says: “There are names
of a natural virtue, such as those used by the wise-men in
Egypt, the Magi in Persia, and the Brachmans in India.
Magic, as it 15 called, is no vain and chimerical art as
the Stoics and Epicurians pretend ; neither were the names
of Sabgnth and Adonai, made for created beings, but
appertain to a mysterious theology concerning the
Creator; hence comes the virtue of other names, when
placed in order, and pronounced according to the rules,”

The doctrine taught in regard to the nature of the soul
in these Mysteries may be gathered from the Philosophers,
but first we will see how they acquired the right to speak

(') Miles Gloriasus, iv, 3 (*) Book of the Dead. (*) Contra Celins,
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THE MYSTERIES IN RELATION TO PHILOSOPHY. 1190

¥%, and the Masonic five points of Fellowship, in the
ancient aspect; for in these old times the Liberal arts
and sciences were not seven, but fivee. We are informed
by Diodorus that the Egyptians had an especial venera-
tion for the number five, as they considered it to represent
the Universe, because there were five elements—earth,
water, air, fire, and ether or spirit; and it is noteworthy
that it was by these elements that the worthiness of the
Neophyte was tested before Initiation. It is related that
when the eminent Christian, Justin Martyr, applied for
Initiation into the Society of Pythagoras, he was asked
whether he had studied arithmetic, music, astronomy, and
geometry, as these alone were capable of abstracting the
soul from sensibles, and preparing it for intelligibles: as
he could not reply affirmatively he was refused admis-
sion. (18)

We see from these extracts that the requirement of the
Liberal arts and sciences were common to Theosophy and
Philosophy, as they were of old to Freemasonry, and
15 a proof, to be added to many others, that these three
had one, and the same origin, and were rites of the same
Fellowship. Discipline was made to precede Initiation
into the Mysteries in the same way that Freemasonry,
having abandoned the teaching of the arts, and especially
Geometry, now requires a certain amount of education
from its candidates. The Lesser Mysteries were intended
to teach the sciences which the Art Mysteries transmitted.
The Greater Mysteries were essentially spiritual, embrac-
ing man’s origin, rebirth or regeneration, and his final
felicity, and this passed to Gnostics, Mystics, the Church,
and the later Rosicrucians.

In explanation of the terms Inspection, and Seeing,
Epopte, which are frequently used by writers who com-
ment upon the Mysteries, we will give some quotations to
shew that the claim was actual and not metaphorical.
Though not necessary to our subject, we may say, that
Tamblichus in his letter upon the Mysteries, has left us in

(**) Oliver's Pythagorean Triangle. (John Hogg, London.
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Spring answering to youth, Summer to prime, Autumn to
maturity, and Winter to old age.”

Porphyrios, who was a Tyrian of the name of Melek,
informs wus that the numerals of Pythagoras are
hieroglyphic symbols, by which he explained all ideas
concerning the nature of things, and hence of the nature
of the symbols to which we have previously alluded. It
is said that he taught the true Astronomy, termed
Mesouranios, as typifying the sun in its relation to
revolutions of the planetary bodies. Nor need we feel
surprised at the knowledge which this implies, as the
Vedas and Shastras of the Hindus indicate a conception
that the earth was round and the planets in revolution, at
least 2,000 B.C. (1) Pythagoras was Initiated in Egypt
after severe trials, and Porphyrios states that he was
initiated in Babylon by Zarades, but it is doubtful whether
this person or even Zoroaster were names of persons.
Zar-ades may be interpreted by Na-zar-ad, vowed or sepa-
rated, and Zar-ades be a chief or Rab-mag, whilst Zoro-
aster may may have been a Zara of Ishter, and Zeru-
babel the Zoro or Nazar of Babylon, a Nazarene and
recoloniser of Jerusalem. (1)

Pythagoras claimed that all things were created by
Geometry and numbers, or as his follower Plato expresses
it, “God perpetually Geometrises.” Censorinus thus
develops his doctrine of the “ Harmony of the spheres” :
“Pythagoras asserted that the whole world is made
according to musical proportion, and that the seven
planets between heaven and earth have an harmonious
motion and intervals, correspondent to the musical
diastemes, and render various sounds according to their
several heights, so consonant that they make the most
sweet melody, but to us inaudible by reason of the great-
ness of the noise, which the narrow passage of our ear is
not capable to receive.” Our old Masonic MSS. allege
that Jabal discovered the musical notes by listening to the
sound of the hammers of Tubal Cain, and tradition

(") Vide f5is Limveiled, §, p. 10; also ii, p. 128,



































































































































































































































































































































































PROOFS OF ANCIENT MASONRY. 243

ings, of which the ruins exist to this day, are fnunc.l n
Egypt, India, and the Americas. It is, however, a curious
thing, in regard to Solomonian legends, that there seems
to have existed amongst the oldest proto-Aryan races, we
have knowledge of, a dynasty of Solymi, or Sulieman,
entitled Kings; and it has also been discovered amongst
the ruins of Babylon as the name of a God of these
ancient people, whilst the real name of King Solomon
was Jedediah, or the beloved of Jah. It is therefore
possible that the title may have been prehistorically
known in some Cabiric Rites, and that Ouranos, Ur,
Urim, has been corrupted to Hurim, or Hiram Abif, and
perpetuated from the building of the 2nd Temple; for
we may assume that the graphic form of the legend has
been the gradual growth of centuries, though perpetuated
as a drama in the Medieval Guilds, and when the
Talmud and the Koran tells us that Solomon employed
troops of demons to erect the temple we may feel sure
that the Talmud is drawing upon the pre-human Sulie-
men, or Kings of the Jins or Afreets.

There can be no doubt that the early Christian Monks
found amongst their skilled Masons certain forms of
reception, or Mysteries, similar to, if not identical, with
those which had descended to themselves as heirs of the
Epoptia of these Mysteries. It suited some of these
Monks to transform the Serapian Sun-god into Jesus, in
obedience to the prevailing policy of the church; whilst
it pleased others, whether Jews, Christians, or Moslems,
matters little, to substitute Hiram ; these Rites would also
vary in different countries, and at different eras:; hence
sects of Masons arose, and, as we shall see later, have
come down to our own days.

When we first began to examine the ancient MSS. of the
Masonic Craft, of which the result will be found in these
pages, we scarcely expected to find more than chance
coincidence’ between Masonry and the Arcane Colleges,
but the resemblances which we have before us in Rites,
Symbols, and Organisation, will admit of no such general
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