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cooled, and gradually a steamy wvapour becomes
visible; then the vapour condenses on the glass as
drops of water; then the water congeals and becomes
a film of solid ice crystals. So when the Manasic
spark flashes out it combhines subtle matter into a
thought-form; this densifies into the Kdma Manasic
form—our analogy is the steamy vapour; this into the
Astral—our analogy is the water; and so into the -
physical—for which the ice may stand. The student
of the Esoteric Philosophy will know that in the
evolution of Nature all proceeds in orderly sequence,
and he will be accustomed to see in the substates of
matter on the physical plane analogies to its states
on the different planes of the “invisible” worlds. But
for the non-Theosophist, the illustration is offered
only by way of giving a concrete physical picture
of the densifying process, showing how the invisible
may condense itself into the visible.

In truth, however, this process of condensation of
rarer into grosser matter 1s of the commonest facts
of our experience. The vegetable world grows by
taking in gases from the atmosphere, and transform-
ing their materials into solids and liquids. The
activity of the vital force shows itself by this constant
building up of visible forms out of invisible; and
whether the thought-process named be true or not,
there is nothing in it inherently impossible or even
extraordinary. Its truth is a matter of evidence, and
here the evidence of those who can see the thought-
forms on the different planes is surely more valuable
than the evidence of those who cannot. The word
of a hundred blind men denying a visible object is of
less weight than the word of one man who can see
and who testifies to his seeing of it, In this matter
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centuries the reémergence of the types of intelligence
and of character that marked the beginnings of such
periods. ILet the student, with this idea in his mind,
compare the Augustan period of Roman history with
the Elizabethan period of English. Let him compare
the conquering, colonizing, empire-building type of
the Romans with that of the English. Let him com-
pare the currents of religious thought in tne third
and fourth centuries after Christ with those of the
eighteenth and nineteenth, and see if he cannot trace
in the prevalence of mystic and Gnostic thought to-
day any reémergence from the close of the fourth
century. When he has pursued this line of study
for awhile, he will begin to see that the statement
in Theosophical books that fifteen centuries is the
‘“average period between incarnations” is not a mere
fancy or guess. _

xiv. The rise and decay of races is best explained
on the hypothesis of Reincarnation. It is noticed
that some races are dying out, despite the efforts
which have been made to check their decay; their
women become afflicted with sterility and so their
numbers steadily diminish, their complete extinction
being only a question of time. The Reincarnationist
says: “The Egos are leaving that race; all that can
be learned through that' particular expression has
been learned; the Egos that once informed its chil-
dren have gone on into other races; there are no
more baby Egos to puzzle out through it the lessons
of their earliest human exnerience; hence there is
no demand on it from the plane of causes, and it
must inevitably disappear.” So also do we find that
when a race has reached its acme of attainment slow
decline sets in, and synchronously another race be-




























































