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FACTS OUR OBJECT. 5

The aim of this book is to give information—to describe
" what is seen or known about the external phenomena, the
present influence, the doctrines, the ordinances, racts our
the ritual, with a brief summary of the history  objest.
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of numerous primitive forms of religion. We disclaim
any obligation to furnish an explanation of their manifold
forms, and leave the task to those who may be more












DUNDTIST EERMON, DURMAT.












ANTHROPOMORPHISM. 13

is in philosophy extended still more widely, but we need
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LOAAN WOMEN PRAYING IN THE TEMPLE OF MARS AFTELR TUE DATTLE OF CANN/E.

not concern ourselves with this further development. It
15 evident that man being man, it is impossible for him












OMENS. 17

unished for not doing so. Frequently the savage dresses
nmself i the skin, feathers, tusks, ete., of the totem
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TEMPLE OF RAMA, POBHIUR, INDIA.

animal, or imitates it in various ways, scarring, painting,
or tattooing himself with this object. The totem sign is
also used as a signature to treaties or agreements, and it
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BLESSING DOMESTIC ANIMALS, EULGALIA,












FROM NATURE RELIGIONS TO MONO THEISM. 29

tory of Religion ™). «Tt is on various grounds probable
that the earliest religion, which has lefti bub prom nature
faint traces behind 1t, was followed by a period é:ﬁﬂ;gfaﬁ
in which animism generally prevailed. This ‘
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stage, which is still represented by the so-called nature
religions, or rather by the polydaemonistic tribal religions,
early developed among civilised nations into polytheistic

































40 RELIGIONS IN AUSTRALASIA AND POL VINESTA.

Captain Cook found the grave of a New Caledonian
chief decorated with spears, darts, paddles, ete., stuck
upright in the ground.” According to Turner, the body

BACRED IMAGE, NEW GEORGIA, SOLOMON ISLANDS.

of the deceased i1s decorated with a belt and shell armlets,
strange L Dey raise and cub off the finger and toe nails
burial whole to preserve as relics. They spread the
customs.  orave with a mat, and bury all the body but
the head. After ten days the friends twist off the head,









THE MAORIS. 43

suspended from trees, or interred in the houses where they
died. Mourning by the relatives went on, with cutting

ol ”” i - =
I%‘("' ‘ -I *Iﬂ;ﬁi m\ ;

| H1HH oL
1LY !i:i.:l )

CORPSE, AND CORPSE-PRAYING PRIEST, NEW ZEALAND,

of the body, for weeks. About a year afterwards the
bones were cleaned and secretly deposited by priests in
sepulchres on hill tops, in forests, or in caves. Food and


















THE SOCIETY ISLANDERS. 49

Human sacrifices were formerly offered by the Man-
gaians, and various families were at different periods
condemned to furnish the victims; and horrible tales of
atrocities in connection with them are preserved.

THE SOCIETY ISLANDERS.

The natives of the Society Islands worshipped many
gods, some being gods of war and peace, others amployed
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TAHITIAN DIER.

as heralds between gods and men, others in healing.
Some were gods of localities or of professions. variea

The gods even presided over games, wrestling, deities.

dancing, and archery, offerings being made to them both
before and after the games. Earthquakes were believed
to be under the control of a special divinity. Fishes and
birds were aiso among their divinities. The turtle was
always held sacred, and dressed with sacred fire within
the precincts of the temple, part of it being always offered
to the idol. Spirits of deceased chiefs and relatives were

E






THE SOCIETY ISLANDERS. 51

and the king was sometimes chief priest and personified
the god. The worship of their chief god Oro was at-

HUMAN BACRIFICE IN FORMER TIMES, TAHITI,

tgnded by frequent human sacrifices. Before going to
war these were especially offered. Religious rites were






THE SANDWICH ISLANDERS. 53

be seen out of doors. No dog must bark, no pig must
grunt, no cock must crow. So the dogs’ and pigs’ mouths
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AARAE AXD ALTAR AT HUAHINE, SOCIETY ISLANDS.
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were tied up, and the fowls’ eyes covered. The Iz
and priests must touch nothing, their food bei;gkliﬁi
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THE GOLD COAST TRIBES. 81
Major Ellis is also satisfied that the natives of the Gold

MOON DANCE, CENTHAL AFRICA.

Coast never think they can coerce their gods, nor attempt
to do so. It is by propitiation and flattery, and promises
it
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ENTHANCE TO AN ANCIENT MEXICAN TEMPLE,
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TEQOYAOMIQUI, MEXICAN GODDESS OF DEATH (AFTER BANCROFT).
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WORSHIP OF THE SUN BY COROADOS OF BRAZIL,
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DRESS AND FOOD. I55

be clean, well cooked, in season, properly scl*fﬁd; and he
was never without ginger when he ate. When eating,

CONFUCIUB : RUBBING FROM A PORTRAIT ON BRASE.

he did not converse. When in bed, he did not speal.
Although his food might be coarse rice and vegetabla
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PRESENTING FOOD TO THE SPIRITS OF THE DEAD,
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CHAPTER VIIL

The Chinese Hobern State Religion, and
Confurtanisn,

The imperial sacrifices to Heaven—The emperor as high priest—The cere-
monial —The animal sacrifices—The tablets of ancestors—The prayer to
Heaven—The ceremony of burning—The prayer to Earth—The imperial
Temple of Ancestors—The prayer to ancestors—Sacrifices to spirits of
the land and grain—Temples to Confucius —Temple at his native place—
Temple at Peking—Invocation to Confucius—Great Hall of the Classics
—The sixteen maxims—The sacred mountain of Tai--Shan—S8igns of
progress—Chinese mnra.lu Ideas of future life—Obstacles to religious
change,

I now proceed to give some account of the present
development of the State religion and Confucian-

ism in China ; but it is scarcely possible to separate this
entirely from ideas connected with Taoism and Buddhism.
Not, ﬂnly 15 there no antagonism recognised between these

| three religions, but it is pnsmhla and frequent to conform
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CHINESE AGRICULTURAL CEREMONY. 205

with verbal explanations at the side. These number
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CHINESE AGRICULTURAL CEREMONY,

altogether 120 slabs, built into the wall, and are extremely































































DEVELOPMENT OF TAQISM,
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TEMFLE IN MOUNTAINS OF FOEIEN,














































TURNING AROUND THE BRIDGE LADDER.

242

TURNIKG AROUND THE BRIDGE LADDER.










































HOUSEHOLD GODS. 235

the other, that the uji-gami of the new home has ar-

ranged his removal.
The household gods of the Japanese represent the most
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JAPAN : PRESENTIKG NEW-DORN BABE IN SHIN-TO TEMPLE.
(The archway in front is the general symbol of Shinto.)

universally practised form of Japanese worship. Their
shrine contains tablets covered with paper, on Housenola
which are painted the titles of the gods of Isé, gods.

and of other gods in whom the householder places his


























































































