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ETHNOLOGY. o47

: Mar Yohanam.

birth-place, would seem to have been situated on the Euphrates,
below Babylon, at Mugheir, according to the latest readings of
cuneiform inscriptions on bricks and cylinders, so that really
the patriarch belonged to Chaldea. But he is identified with
the western portion from his long residence there; some of his
kindred, indeed, remained in Haran. And the question arises
whether there exist, among the present inhabitants of Syria,
any remnants of the western branch of the Aramean race, which
have, in the main, kept themselves distinet and pure, either as
to lineage, or as to historical and traditional usages.

Many of the Syrians have identified themselves with their
conquerors, sacrificing their nationality to their worldly ad-
vantage. Great numbers of the women and girls have been
transferred to the harems of their masters, But the rule holds
here as elsewhere: the men who remain among their people
never marry outside, and so their race is kept pure.

The Syrians (marked No. 10 in the map) belong to what is
called the Jacobite, or Monophysite, Church, who use a Bible
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ETHNOLOGY. Sbl

exist families of pure descent who may be regarded as fair
representatives of this branch of the Abrahamic family.

We insert here, as a specimen of the pure Arab race, the
portrait of the celebrated Ab'd-el-Kadir, of the tribe of Hashem,
which long ago settled in
Northern Africa, in a re-
gion similar to the land
whence they migrated,
and where they have
preserved the mode of
life of their ancestors,
We do not elaim for the =iy i
Arabrace aclose physic-  <|(GCHREE." '\~ W&
al resemblance to the an- '
cient Hebrew. The for-
mer are generally noted
for their slender, sin-
ewy forms, medium stat-
ure, dark complexion;
and nervous tempera-
ment; peculiarities °
which may be aseribed e ——
to their EPEI.I"E‘: df&t, the The Arab Emir, Ab'd-cl-Eadir.
hot, dry climate of their country, and their peculiar mode of
life. In their language, manners, and customs, however, these
people, more perhaps than any other, vividly remind us of
the social life and political institutions of God’s ancient peo-
ple. They inherited much from their common * Father Abra-
ham,” and Mohammed’s system was an attempted imitation
of the Hebrew legislation. Ience an opportunity for study-
ing the ancient original is offered to the Christian scholar,
which is the more available from the fact that he need not
seek the Arab beyond the trackless desert, since he may find
him settled for centuries past in Palestine, the old home of
the Israelites. Of the million and a half of human beings
now constituting the population of Syria and the Holy Land,
probably more than two-thirds belong to the Arab race; and
so great has been their influence in that land and in Mesopo-
tamia, that their language has supplanted every other.

If the reader has followed us thus far in our illustrations of
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] T
sl T

Y

The Abyssinian Chief, Balgadda-Arca.

ran (the Gilead of the Bible) are another instance. These peo-
ple claim a descent from the Beni-Hammiar, an Arab tribe,
which left the Yemen with some others, and migrated to Chal-
dea, about the year 100 of our era. They soon after went to
the neighborhood of Aleppo; and in the ninth century moved
in a body to Mount Lebanon, where they succeeded in obtain-
ing possession of the southern portion of that range. They
have adopted the doctrines of the followers of Hakem, one of
the Fatimite sultans of Egypt, who lived in the tenth century.
The peculiar tenets of these people (called Druses, from El Do-
razi, their first teacher) were for a long time kept secret from
the world, but have now been made publiec by the translation






























ETHNOLOGY. Sl

bors, and are the probable descend-
ants of the Lazi, or Colchians of an-
tiquity.® Their language indicates
a Turanian origin.t

But the most interesting of the
Caucasian tribes are the Circas-
sians, who, after a long struggle
for liberty against the whole pow-
er of Russia, were finally crushed,
many thousands of them taking
refuge in Turkey, where they live
in voluntary exile. Their coun-
try lies between the Black Sea and
the Kooban River, the Circassians
chiefly occupying the south side
of the mountain chain, while their
allies, the Nogay Tartars, are on
the north. Having no acquaint-
ance with their language, we can
not conjecture to what race they
belong, but they look very unlike
the Tartars. They are tall, well-
proportioned, and fair, being in fact the finest-looking race of
men, as may be seen from the accompanying specimen, in his
national costume. Their fair complexion, brown hair, and gray
eyes may be owing to the dampness of their climate, which main-
tains a perpetual verdure, so that fallow land soon becomes an
unbroken forest. Some of them are Muslims, but many practice
the heathen rites of their ancestors. The long-continued practice
of selling their children to the Turks has materially affected the
Osmanli race, many among the higher classes of whom are of
pure Circassian blood. The famous Mamelukes and Beys of
Egypt were mostly Circassian slaves. We shall find many
valuable illustrations of the pages of Scripture in the primitive
manners of this people at their mountain homes.

The descendants of the Greek colonists established along the
coast of Asia Minor are still found in the sea-ports, and in vil-

ﬁircn:is't:m Warrior.
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* Agathias, vol. ii., pp. 18, 19.
t Muller, ** Languages,” ete., p. 126 ; Le Bean; ** Bas Empire,” vol. ii., p. 839.






ETHNOLOGY, 373

and Western Asia Minor, in the re-
gion of Tarsoos, and on the island of
Cyprus. Their features are Tartar,
and they seem to have most affini-
ty with the Tartar population of the
Crimea. ,

Jews are found in considerable
numbers in all the great commereial
centres of Western Asia. Gypsies
occur both in Egypt and in North-
ern Asia Minor, where they are mem-
bers of the Armenian Church. We give a characteristic por-
trait of one of them.* -

In the foregoing cursory enumeration of the most important
tribes which people West-
ern Asia we have purposely
omitted the present ruling
race, in order to mention it
last of all. They are known
to the rest of the world as
Turks, a name they despise,
and apply only to the bar-
barian nomad hordes which
invaded the country from
Central Asia. In common
parlance, Turk means a
Boor. They represent
@l themselves as a new nation
M called Osmanli, or Ali Os-
man, composed of all the
races previously existing
on the peninsula, profess-
ing the Sunni doctrine of
the religion of Islam, and
speaking, not Turkish, the language of their Tartar *“poor re-

Oriental Gypey with the Gypsy Lock.

%k e
Taorkish Lady in Modern Costame.

e —_

* They go in Persia by the name of Karashy, the Black Race, their complexion
being darker than that of the Persians. Their features, however, are very regu-
lar, and they resemble their race everywhere else.  Many are Muslims, and of in.
imical sects, and have their own mollahs.  They first appenred in Europe in 1420 ;
but their occnpations and vices are the same the world over,


































































































































































PERMANENT HABITATIONS. 49

tions of rooms. Nothing is to be seen ontside but a dead wall,
with at most a high latticed window. But the show begins
when you enter the court, which is regular, and set with veran-
das or windows. The most important spot is the room where
alone male strangers are admitted, and called, par excellence, the
liwan, or raised platform. It is situated directly opposite the
door of entrance, with the court intervening, and is still more
suggestive of a tent than the other apartments, being entirely
open in front. Its furniture
consists of a divan arranged TR e
upon three sides of a raised . |
platform, while in front of
the latter the eye is some-
times refreshed by a basin
of water or a jetting fount-
ain. There is often an ad-
ditional story, consisting of
one or more apartments built
over the liwan, and accessi-
ble by a narrow staircase
leading up from the court.
Rooms are frequently built
over the front entrance or
gate-way of the house, with
windows overlooking the
street, which are places of
particular resort when any
sight is to be seen below.
These rooms are often made
to project for a distance of
three or four feet beyond
the lower story, and the windows admit the cool breeze as it
blows through the narrow street, thus introducing it into the
house. The divans are usually so arranged as to enable per-
sons within to enjoy this refreshing draught as well as the street
sights. In Egypt the upper rooms are exclusively oceupied by
the female members of the houschold; this is sometimes the
case also elsewhere, and the windows are then sereened with
lattice-work made of narrow slats of wood, arranged diago-

nally at right angles with e:u%}é other, and so close together
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Projecting Fronts of Hounses, Damascus.
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Inner Court of o Monge in Damasena,

{2 Sam. xvii,, 18.)
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PERMANENT HABITATIONS. 449

stand behind the turreted parapet and fire upon the enemy;
the towers are a little higher. There is usually one tower
more lofty than the rest, and occupying a more commanding
position, which serves, as anciently, for a sentinel’s post, espe-
cially in time of war. Some of these towers were celebrated for
their height, solidity, and beauty. The tower of Jezreel com-
manded an extensive view over the plain, stretching eastward
to the Jordan. Josephus minutely describes the tower of Pse-
phinus, occupying the north-west corner of the fortifications

of Jerusalem. Tt was one hundred and five feet in height, and
afforded from its summit a prospect of Arabia at sunrising, as
well as of the utmost limits of the Hebrew possessions to the
sea westward.* Thevenot (page 123) describes the ancient
towers of Alexandria, as he saw them, in 1652, before their
demolition; they were built by the Ptolemies, and contained
large marble halls, supported by pillars of red granite; each
tower was provided with cisterns, and was large enough to con-

—

e —
e —

= “Jewish War,” bk, v., ch, iii.
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A Street in Damasgens,  (Zech. viil., b.)
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Lartben Jurs and Water-pots,  (Muik vii., 4.

under lock and key in the store-room. They consist chiefly
of oil, wine, honey, grape-sirup (dibs), olives, vinegar, pickles,
as well as flour, wheat, rice, and dther grains, with dried vege-
tables and fruits.* The cooked dishes of Orientals

generally seem to be overdone to an Occidental taste,  |D
Little meat is used, and this is cut up in small bits, or
chopped very fine, and serves to flavor the gourds,
egg-plants, cabbages, tomatoes, ochras (bamial), ete.,
with which it is cooked. Tt is also prepared with
quinces, apples, apricots, prunes, chestnuts, and other
fruits. Potatoes are unknown. Orientals are very fond of
stews thickened by long simmering over the fire, and they
largely flavor their food with onions, garlie, and spices. They
not only make very palatable dishes of garden vegetables,
but cook in like manner a variety of wild plants. These
are made into soups,t or, being thoroughly boiled, are eaten
with vinegar and oil as a salad. Qi enters largely into their
cookery, and is chiefly used as an article of food. The poor
are particularly fond of these soups, which not only form the
principal dish of their evening meal, but are preferred to any

Ancient Jar,

* 2 Sam. xvii., 28, 20. There is in the C ‘esnola Collection, at the Metropolitan
Musenm in New York, a very ancient jar, of eurions form, with two spouts: the
identical jar is still manufactured in Cyprus, and is used for bringing milk to
market, t 2 Kings iv., 38-40,
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wuterior of an Oriental Bath.




























































































































THE INMATES OF THE HOUSE, hav

a singular fact that this symbol has now become identified with
the faith of Islam, a monotheistic religion; but its adoption as
such dates only from the capture of Constantinople, in the fif-
teenth century, for it was the emblem of ancient Byzantium,
In some districts an indispensable ornament of a woman is
a row of gold coins sewed, as before mentioned, upon a band
of cloth, and worn across the top of the forehead, being half
concealed by the edge of the turban. A more graceful *front-

The Law upon the Forehead. (Exod. xiii., 16.)

let” consists of rows of little gold plates, linked together, and
hung across the forehead, to the lowest of which are suspend-
ed small coins of the same metal, which shake and glitter at
every motion of the head.

Lhe custom of wearing frontlets appears to be quite ancient,
as might be inferred from the direction of Moses to the chil-
dren of Israel, to inseribe passages of Seripture upon the front-
lets worn by their women* The small box, containing a

e e | — — i - e

* Dent. vi., 8. See in Lane, *“ Modern Egyptians,” vol. ii., Appendix A, spoc-
imens of such head-jewels worn by Egyptinn ladies,





































































(Matt, xxv,, 10.)

Marriage Procussion.




































































































LIFE 1IN THE FAMILY. 583

'i'slnuh of Folycarp at Smyrna. (Matt, £xiil., 27.)

Jerusalem. The Muslim mausoleums are very similar, the only
difference being that the former represent the Egyptian pyra-
mid, and the latter the Saracenic dome. Such structures are
erected by the sultans for themselves and their families daring
their lifetime. Upright stones, earved with inscriptions, stand
at each end of a tomb of masonry, which covers the remains
of the sultan himself, one of which bears his official head-dress.
The grave is covered with the richest carpets, shawls, and
cloths embroidered with gold and pearls; and several priests
are engaged in reciting or reading the Koran, or in saying
prayers to be put to the credit of the dead at the judgment.®
This is done at the tomb of Mohammed. The sultan and many
other rich sinners send a yearly offering of Cashmere shawls,
and cloths embroidered with pearls and precious stones, to
be spread over his grave, aud finally become the property of
the priests who have charge of the premises, There are, also,

————a

* Thevenot, p. 21; Lane, vol. i., p. 157,
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(Dan, §il., B.)

An Orlental Orchestra.
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An Egyptinn Almel.


































































































































































































































RELIGIOUS HOUSES AND MEN. T01

The Parsees are now chiefly found in Central and Kastern
Persia. They number about ten thousand in Kerman, while
four hundred families reside in Yezd, where they have one
of their principal fire-temples, or atesh-jah.* There are at
Ooroomia, the birth-place of Zoroaster, two lofty mounds, which
are supposed by some to have been Parsee altars;} but re-
mains of human beings and sarcophagi have been found in
them, rendering it probable that, like most similar mounds in
the Hast, they were built as monnments of the dead. A most

Fire-temple near Bakoo.

remarkable fire-temple, however, is yet standing near the west-
ern shore of the Caspian Sea, twelve miles from Bakoo, and at
the eastern extremity of the Cancasian range. It is built upon
a hill, whose soil is saturated with naphtha, which oozes out
everywhere in the form of gas. The temple consists of a
small building erected on a platform, with three steps support-
ing four square pillars bearing a dome. The pillars are hol-
low, and there are holes in various parts of the premises

* Tavernier, p. 167. t Perking, p. 275.
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RELIGIOUS HOUSES AND MEXN. 719

vishes. It was a
place of meeting
for the purpose of
reading  the law
and the prophets,
and for prayer.®
There was a mih-
rab, or alcove, to-
ward which every
face was turned,
and this pointed to
Jerusalem; in it
was kept a chest
containing a copy
of the Secriptures,
which were read
every Sabbath-
day,} as is still
done among the
Jews, :
The mosk of the
Muslims offers, in (e
some respects, a | i Il 5
closer imitation of /RS iR T M
the Jewish syna- The Mihraly, Pulpit, and Candlestick in the Mosk.
gogue than is presented by the Christian Church. They have
the mihrab generally opposite the door of entrance, and al-
ways pointing toward Mecea, the kibleh of the Muslim. In-
deed, Mohammed originally chose Jerusalem as the place to-
ward which his followers should pray, but soon after changed
his mind, and substituted the Caaba. The same confusion
of ideas presided at the erection of one of the oldest mosks
built by the conqueror of Egypt at Fostat, its new capital; it
was raised on the site of an old fire-temple of the Persians,
and consisted of a small octagonal building in the centre of
a court, surrounded by a gallery supported by several rows
of pillars, It is said that the whole Koran was written upon
its walls in letters of gold.f That this was not a mosk,
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* Luke iv., 17. t Acts xiii., 27. { Marcel, p, 21.
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TR BIBLE LANDS.

imnplies royal digni-
ty, was often worn
by ancient kings,
and is so represent-
ed on Persian mon-
uments, The high-
est orders of the Ar-
menian clergy, the
monks, bishops, and
patriarchs, wear,
over the cap a blaelk
hood, which rests
upon the shoulders,
and hangs down the
back; it is called
“coocooly,” like that
of the ancient hea-
then priests,* and is
probably an imita-
; ; =~ == tion of the ephod of
7 Ry the Hebrews.t A
e black cloth is simi-
larly worn by Greek bishops. These orders of the priesthood
alone preach to the people among the Armenians, in doing
which they situpon a throne (for they have no pulpits, like the
Greeks or Lating), and hold a silver-mounted crozier in the right
hand, while the congregation kneel at their feet or squat upon
the floor. The fact that they are the lords and not the serv-
ants of the Church, is further attested by the servile bearing of
the laity, who habitually stand or kneel in their presence, and
kiss the hem of their garments.}  Surely such practices do not
accord with the teachings of the apostles, but rather befit hea-
then priests, or “seribes and Pharisees.”§
Though no distinctive garb is worn among the Muslims
by the cleray, yet the learned (oolema), who often officiate in
the moslk, exclusively wear a peculiar white turban. There

* Churchill, ** Lebanon,” vol, ii., p. 88, t 1 Sam. xiv., 8.

1 The common Greek name for o |ri$|m]i 18 -I"E'ﬁm;-'ﬁ.'{.. f.l‘{'#.ﬂuh Tl Muslims
have greatly contributed to bring about this state of things.

& Muatt, xxiil., 06, 7.
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RELIGIOUS HOUSES AND MEN. 733

is, however, a class of
people, laying claim
to great piety, who
dress unlike other
men: these are the
dervishes, of whom
there are several or-
ders, as distinet from
each other as the dif-
ferent monks of the
papacy. The Mev-
levies are probably
the most numerous,
and certainly the
wealthiest, of the reg-
ular orders. They
date several centu-
ries after Moham-
med ; and indeed he
had nothing to do
with the institution

Armenian Bishop, with Hood.

of the dervishes at all: they must be elassed with other ascet-

Whirling Dervizh.

ics, who have sprung up
in Asia in every age and
under every religious sys-
tem.

The higher classes of
the regular religions or-
ders are alone supported
by their endowments, and
they only usually wear the
regular costume of the or-
der. The dress of the
Mevlevies consists of a
tall brown cap of thick

 felty, a gray jacket, and a

robe bound to the body by
a light girdle. The lower
part of the robe is so am-
ple as to spread out in a
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Perfurmance of the Whtrlin: Dervislies,
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Seil-tortnre of Religious Devolee.
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(1 Kings xvill., 28.)
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Muslim Devotee cutting himeelf like the Prophets of Ba
























serveasanawn- g
ing during the §
day. The ac-
companying il-
lustration from
Lane (vol. ii., p.
12) will give
the reader acor- SR __
rect idea of the P R =% [
front part of a iy G
shop; itisrather
narrower than
is usual, howev-
er, and for this
reason, probu-
bly, the back
part of it is not
separated into a
distinet room,
which is more
frequently the
case.

Some stores,
however, con-
gist of a room, I3'
with a door and
windows upon
the street; but
there is often a
narrow platform on the outside even of these for the display of
goods. Such are the shops of the shekerjies and helvajies, the
manufacturers of several varieties of sweetmeats and confection-
ery. The baker’s shop, already pictured (page 89), may serve
as a specimen of this class; the bread and pastry, hot from the
oven, are exposed for sale upon the counter in front. Some-
what similar is the butcher’s stall, which is hung round with the
bodies of sheep, suspended from hooks. The eafé (more prop-
erly kahweh) is a nearer approach to Western ideas, and de-
serves a passing notice, being an important institution of the
East. Tt consists of a room f(urnished with benches fixed in
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Merchaut's Shop in Cairo.
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Strecl in the Bazar at Caivo,  (Ezek. xxvii., 13)

already described. Merchants dealing in similar goods find it
for their advantage as well as for that of their customers to
cluster together; hence each of these covered streets is usually
exclusively occupied by a partieular trade, and 1s accordingly
called the dry-goods bazar, the shoe bazar, ete. This was also
the case anciently, for Josephus speaks of the place “at Jerusa-
lemn” where were ““ the merchants of wool, the braziers, and the
market for cloth,”™*

As a general rule the most valuable goods oceupy the most
solid structures, which are closed at each end at night. Such
strong buildings are apt to be erected side by side, though this
is not always the case, and then all the issues being closed with
heavy iron doors, the whole forms a sort of fortress, capable
of resisiing a siege or an outside conflagration, though by no
means proof against an earthquake. No one is allowed to re-
main within but the watchmen and the dogs. The gates are

* Josephus, ** Jewish War,” bk, v., chap. viii., § 1.
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Interior of a Carnvanzerat, or Inn, (Loke ii., 7.)

sometimes even of hewn stone; but the form is essentially the
saine, consisting of a square or oblong court, with one or two
stories of rooms built around it. There is a large gate in the
middle of one of the sides, which is closed at night with two
heavy folding-doors, adjoining which, as well as over it, are the
most desirable and expensive rooms. A gallery often runs all
around the court, and there is usually in the centre of the lat-
ter a fountain with a tank, or a well with troughs. Here the
traveler is furnished with an empty room for a very small
sum ; and the inn-keeper is often able to provide food both
for man and beast. The stables are usually situated opposite
the entrance gate. They are divided into compartments or
rooms, each of which has a small platform, where the muleteers
or grooms sleep, in order to watch over their horses and other
animals. Many people prefer to lodge here in winter, the pres-
ence of the beasts making it the warmest part of the build-
ing, except where fire is used. Troughs or mangers are built
against the walls, or the animals are fed from the bag. No dis-
tinction is made among travelers on account of their rank or
wealth ; no one may take another man’s room; for the khanjy
strictly adheres to the rule, “ first come, first served.”

This is the only kind of *inn” known in the Kast at the
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