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FORM AND SIZE, E 9

(Marion, p. 2g). Dr. Knox (Races of Men, Lond., 1850, p. 286) says:
“ The reproductive organs in the Tasmanians are said to be quite peculiar
in men and women.'" He gives no authority, he makes no distinction
between Australians and Tasmanians. In describing an interview with four-
teen of the Aborigines, Péron says, * The majority of them were young men
of about sixteen to twenty-five years of age; two or three appeared to
be thirty to thirty-five years old; one alone, older than the rest, appeared
to be fifty to fifty-five years of age. . . Generally all the individuals
were of a stature proportionate to their age. Among those arrived at
manhood there was one who was not less than 1 metre 786 millimetres
(5 feet 1o} inches), but he was much thinner and slimmer than his
fellows. All the others were from 1 metre 678 millimetres to 732
millimetres (5 feet 6 to 8 inches) in height. One of them . . . was
a young man, twenty-four to twenty-five years of age, called Bara-Ouron,
with a much finer constitution than the others, although speilt by the
same constitutional defect common to all his race, that is to say, with
a well-developed head, ample and fleshy shoulders, broad chest, and very
muscuiar buttocks, all his extremities were slender and weak, particularly
his legs; his stomach* also, proportionately, was much too big" (ch. xni.
p 280). One man killed by Marion's party was five feet three inches
in heightt (Marion, p. 31). They are rather below the average stature
of Europeans. . . . DBoth sexes are stout and their limbs well-propor-
tioned (Walker p. g7). Near Port Davey, Kelly (p. 7) met some natives
“gix feet high, their stomachs very large, legs and arms very thin"; at
Retreat River some men were ‘“six feet high and very stout made"”
(p. 8); at Cape Grnm he says he measured a man six feet seven inches
high (p. 10). * Robinson found some at Port Davey about six feet. In
1819, a man was killed six feet two inches high. Dr. Story informs me
that ‘the general size of the men was from five feet two inches to five
feet five inches; the women in proportion to the men, of course smaller.’
He adds, ‘Balawenna was a fine athletic man, more than six feet. His
wife was in proportion’" (Bonwick, p. 119.)

Laplace (IlII. ch. xvii. p. 202) deemed the women as repulsive [sic]
in physique as the men, and Lloyd (pp. 43-44) speaks of their attenuated
frames as *comparable only to animated skeletons. The spinsters, how-
ever, . . . presented a marked and pleasing contrast, . . . possessing a
tolerable amount of rounded limb . . . and sleekness of person.” Widow-
son considered the women better formed than the men (p. 187). Of two
women Péron writes (ch. xii. pp. 222-223): *The former appeared to be
forty years of age, and the large folds of the skin of her stomach showed
unmistakeably that she had been the mother of several children.

The young woman of twenty-six to twenty-eight years of age, had a fairly
robust constitution, . . . her breast, already slightly withered, appeared
nevertheless fairly well formed. Of a party of some twenty aboriginal
females he writes (ch. xii. p. 252): * Their forms were generally thin
and withered, their breasts long and hanging; in a word, all the details
of their physical constitution were repulsive. One must, however, except

* Probably from the indigestable food such as fern roots, &c.
t Old French measure.
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H. LING ROTH.—ABORIGINES OF TASMANIA,

To face FPage 4t

HEAD OF A TASMANIAN KNOWHN AS “'SHINEY ' PRESERVED IX THE MUSEUM OF THE ROYVAL
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND, PRESENTED BY DR. JOHN FREDERICKE CLAREKE,
F.E.C.5.1., INSPECTOR GENERAL OF HOSPITALS, ABOUT Ii-.l;.j:';.-{-:l " THIS HEAD HAD REEX
FLACED IN SPIRIT WHICH EVAPORATED, AND THE AIR BEING VERY DRY N0 DECOM-

POSITION TOOK PLACE.” FPHOTOGRAFPHED IN 1806,
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LING ROTH.~—ABORIGINES OF TASMANIA,
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174 H. LING ROTH.—ABORIGINES OF TASMANIA,

PORTRAITS OF FOUR HALF CASTES Jl.r'., ISSUE OF IMMIGRANTS AMND FULL RLOOD TASMANIAN

ABORIGINAL WOMEN, TAKEN BY DR, MONTGOMERY [(BISHOF OF TASMANIA] ON

BARREN ISLAND, IN ISg2.

NoTe.—The man in moleskin-trousers in front is believed to have had a half-cast mother































































OSTEQLOGY. Il.;j,

Fla, 2 AFTER PROF. PAUL GERVAIS
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FlG. 3.—AFTER PROF. PAUL GERVAIS,
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