About Persia and its people : a description of their manners, customs, and
home life, including engagements, marriages, modes of traveling, forms of
punishments, superstitions, etc. / by Joseph Knanishu.

Contributors

Knanishu, Joseph.

Publication/Creation

Rock Island, Ill. : Lutheran Augustana book concern, printers, 1899.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/tgncn9t5

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

ey 4 .
b s =
- > .'
-
" f il o o o P - > .
.t
















JOSEPH KNANISHU AND HIS WIFE, SARAH, Ix PERSIAN COSTUME,

Children in American Costume.










NANISHU AND FAMILY.

JOSEPH K








































































































































































































































































ABOUT PERSIA AND ITS PEOPLE. K7

let him go, but if he is a bad man such as a thief, ,thil.
policeman will abuse him in order to e;&act a Pl'eae'm
" from him, and on the next morning will pun}Hh h11_n
and let him go. In this way order is kept 1n their
cities during the nights.

Most of the city streets are crooked and too nay-
row to admit a carriage. The business part of cities

SPICE SELLER.

(From T, H. McAllister, Optician, N. ¥.)

18 built of burned or red brick and consists of rows
of arched <-u1-1_'i11_m*.~'5 with stores opposite each other,
the space between them being about fifteen or twen-
ty feet. There is only from about three to five feet
























ABOUT PERSIA AND ITS PEOPLE. 95

smells while they are making fires but in a short
time after the fire begins to burn well, it together
with all other impurities in the house are drawn out
through the window which is open day and night.
The houses are thus thoroughly ventilated all the
time and theyv have plenty of pleasant fresh air to
breath although the ceilings grow quite dark of
course. They make big hot fires in these ovens so
that the sides of the oven grow to a white heat while
the coals of fire still remain at the bottom.

WOMEN BAKING BREAD.

They make bread with yeast which they keep on
lmn.ds for the purpose, and having kneaded it they
Set 1t aside to rise just as peovle do in this country.
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the young brides in the family are not alloweid, ac-
cording to the customs of the country, to eat in the
presence of their father-in- Jlaw or even mother-in-law.

A RESTAURANT.
(From T. H. McAllister, Optician, N. V.)

FFor them to see the lips of a bride move would be
something unheard of. They never use knives and
forks to eat with, but their fingers instead, and if
these get wet they lick them. Many people think
that food tastes better when eaten in this way. The
main part of every meal is bread. When they have
eat they usually make a soup and put vegetables

in it. Onions especially are considered indispen-
sable. They think nothing tastes so good without















108 ABOUT PERSIA AND ITS PEOPLE.

used very little now-a-days but the bread baked from
such flour is most excellent.

In Persia water mills are usually located near
the source of the streams and those living near them
grind their corn on them, but many of the people live
on the declivities of the mountains and in dessert
places where there is no water, and furthermore
many of the streams go dry in summer. All this
renders the hand mills an absolute necessity all over

= A HAND MILL.
(From T, H, McAllister, Optician, N' ¥.)

Asia. There are other things also that have to be
ground by hand.
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plows they use are very old-fashioned and poor, and
the ground is so very hard that it is impossible for
horses or mules to do the work. When they use a

FARMER'S AT WORK.
(From T. H, McAllister, Optician, N, ¥.)

pair of oxen for plowing they make a very shallow
furrow. If they use two buffaloes it can be made
much better, but even then the furrow is not deep
enough to be really good. The depth they plow de-
pends upon the size of the plow-share they use, and
this again must be adapted to the strength of the
team they are using. The plows they use with a
single team of either oxen or buffaloes throw the soil
up on both sides of the furrow. The best and in
every way most satisfactory plowing they do is
when four farmers, each owning a pair of buffaloes,
club together and do their plowing. Then they get
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ABOUT PERSIA AND ITS PEOPLE. 111

a very large plow with a big plow-share and hitch
the eight buffaloes, or four teams to it. One man
drives each team, sitting on it to do so, while a fifth
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PLOWING WITH TWO BUFFALOES.

man guides the plow. Those that sit on the buf-
faloes and drive them sing a buffalo song which they
are supposed to enjoy to such an extent that it
makes them work nicely. Although buffaloes are
such monsters in size and strength, in capacity for
eating and working, they are at the same time very
gentle and domestic animals. During the summer
they like to lie in water. Usually their owners give
them a good bath once or twice each day in the
warm weather. In winter they are kept in warm
stables and given a good bath once or twice a week.
About twice during each winter their whole bodies
are rubbed with a kind of naptha to allay their itch-
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sing such tunes as may move the hearts of their
hearers to a mournful ecstacy. To them aceustom-
ed to it there is nothing so sweet and so charming
as their musie¢, while to the people of this country
who are unfamiliar with it, it is nothing but a mo-
notonous noise, not at all appreciated.

PERSIAN PLAYING ON THE SAAZ

The instrument seen in this picture is a “saag”
Tt is made of mulberry wood and consists of the
{able or flat surface, the body made of eight or ten
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lent colors that hold their own as long as a piece of
it remains. It takes a long time to make these rugs,
however, for every particle of the work is done by
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LADIES WEAVING RUGS,
(From T. H. McAllister, Optician, N, ¥.)

hand. It requires from three to four months to
make a single rug but when finished it is not only
beautiful but will also last for over twenty years
thus making Persians rugs celebrated not only for

their beauty but for their durability as well.
MOHAMMEDAN GIRLS.
Every Mohammedan father considers the birth of

a daughter as a great misfortune but comforts him-
self with the hope that his next child may be a boy.
If a second one happens to be a girl also he will up-
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instructors in their principal cities and especially
in their capital city Teheran. They have one weekly
newspaper published in Teheran which they of
course read. If any one among them can quote or
recite poetry in the course of their conversation he is
much admired for they are great lovers of poetry.
In this respect they think the Persian language ex-
cels every other tongue. So musical is it and rich
in idioms, rhymes and vowel sounds that Mohammed
once said that he would ask that their language
might be the language of Paradise.

KHANS SMOKING.

When a prominent man comes to visit certain
persons that are gathered together, if he is of higher
rank than they, as he enters they will all rise and
continue standing until he is seated. Then they
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would get rid of him. He of course became very
hungry, but there was nothing for him to eat. He
found a plant, however, growing there, and that he
ate because he was so desperately hungry that he
could eat anything. By and by he began to like the
taste of it, and he felt better too, so he kept on eat-
ing it until he was entirely cured of his disease. He

TOBACCO PLANTATION.

then returned home to his people, who were astonish-
ed to see him in perfect health and asked him what
had cured him. Ie showed them the plant, which
was tobacco. It is frequently mentioned in their old
legends and songs, showing that while America
claims the honor (?) of its introduction into civilized
life, yet this noxious weed was known and used in
Persia long before the discovery of America and the
days of Sir Walter Raleigh.
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their capture of Constantinople in the year 1453.
Their whole history has been one of shame and

SCENE FROM THE ARMENIAN MASSACRE,
(From Riley Bros., N. ¥.)
bloodshed ever since its beginning. But the massa-
cre of one hundred thousand Armenian Christians
that began in 1894 has been more widely known than
any of their previous acts of cruelty because there is
at present more and quicker communication between
a1l the nations of the earth than at any other time in
the history of the world, and we hope now that God
may soon raise up friends for his poor persecuted
people, in these eastern lands, powerful enough to

—idiin.
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deliver them from the terrible hands of their oppress-
ors and slayers.

It is impossible for us to describe the outrages.
practiced against the Nestorian and Armenian Chris-
tians by the ferocious and barbarous Kurds employ-
ed by the merciless Turks for the extermination of
the Christians in their midst. The Kurds often
shoot a Christian just for sport to prove their skill

KURDS FROM THE KURDISTAN MOUNTAINS.

as marksmen and to see how a human being dies
Ye.t they profess to know “Allah, the C'reator of thf_;-
universe whose judgments are righteous and belieye
:that He will be merciful to them for thus destroyino
infidels as they call Christians. e
Usually in the fall when the corn and fruits have
been gathered in these Kurds invade the territory of
the Nestorian Christians in the Kurdistan mﬂyun--
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sell large quantities of cheese, butter, and milk.
They do not milk the camels, but eat their meat in-
stead. The price of a camel among them varies

TENT DWELLERS.
(From T, H, Medllister, Optician, N, ¥

from thirty to one hundred and fifty dollars, the
price depending upon the size and quality of the ani-
mal. They keep very fierce, cross dogs to defend
them from the ravenous wolves that infest the coun-
try. During the dry season of summer, they move
with their herds to places where they ean find plenty
of water and grass. In the fall they come back to
their old tenting place again. Their dishes are made
principally of copper because that will not break n
moving from place to place. Bottles of skin are also
indispensable to them. Their oven or fire-place con-
sists simply of a hole in the ground in the center of
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of two posts with a Cross beam on top from which
{he criminal is suspended by means of a rope fasten-

ed around his neck. . .
5th. By vaults. These are built of brick in the

PUNISHMENT BY HANGING.
(From T. H. McAllister, Optician, N, 1.

shape of a barrel and as deep as a man’s height. A
man who is sentenced to this form of punishment is.
brought and placed in the vault with his head ex-
posed. He is then plastered down with mortar all
around him. This hardens and he is squeezed to
death.

6th. By cutting off the hands. A bad thief
when caught for the first time may have one of his
hands taken off. Should he not stop stealing then
and should he be caught a second time his other
hand may be cut off. When the governor has pro-
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they kept on for an hour or so when he fainted and
was taken back to prison. In this way he was
treated for many days but still refused to tell and
then they beheaded him.

Some years ago they used to drive sharp pieces of
dry reed under the finger nails of eriminals or de-
prive them of sleep until they would confess their
¢rimes and give the names of their accomplices.

9th. By the bastinado. This is the most com-
mon form of punishment in Persia and one that al-

THE BASTINADO.

most every one is liable to receive at some time or
other. There are different kinds and sizes of bas-
tinadoes in different places but the most common
and simplest one congists of a beam-like piece of tim-
ber which is raised about two feet above the ground.
When the magistrate has given orders to have this
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that if the European infidels come they will bring

with them their terrible hogs and defile us and our
religion.

GROUP OF MOHAMMEDAN PRIESTS.

The Mohammedans who live under the Russian
government gather in their temples erying and pray-
ing that “Allah” may deliver them from the infidel
Itussian rule. There are many among them, how-
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suppose that he must have had many children also,
but such was not the case. He had only four sons.
The eldest son, Zelle Sultan, is much like his father
and is a very intelligent prince. Muzafer-ed-Din,
the present shah, is three years younger than his
brother, Zelle Sultan, but succeeded his father never-
theless because in Persia only a son whose mother is
a legal wife of the shah can ascend the throne.
Zelle Sultan’s mother not being a legal wife
of Nasr-ed-Din disqualified him for heirship
to the throne. He is now governor of one of the

KNANISHU MORATKHAN'S SCHOOL,

provinceﬁ, The two other sons of Shah Nasr-ed-Din

hold high offices in the kingdom of Persia.
Nasr-ed-Din was a friend of the poor and oppress-

ed. He was especially favorable toward the Nes-
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torian Christians as being his most faithful, indus-
trious and useful subjects. He used to call them
his beloved people of the Nazarene. Christians in
Persia are always called by the Mohammedans the:
followers of the Nazarene because Mohammed him-

self so called them.
My father, Knanishu Moratkhan, a native Nes-

MelNE I 20

KNANISHU MORATKHAN'S SCHOOL.

torian Christian, has been engaged for the last
twenty-five years in educational work among our
own people, the Nestorian Christians living around
lake Oroomiah. He has established and maintains
three schools there. Having visited this country in
the year 1888, his face in tLe three accompanying il-
lustrations may be familiar to some of my readers.

The Shah Nasr-ed-Din in recognition of the value
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of his services as an educator conferred upon him
in the year 1892 the degree of “Milet Basshi,” Head
of the Nation. This title however, does not mean
as much there as the English translation of it would
indicate.

ENANISHU MORATKHAN'S SCHOOL.

All this kind feeling on the part of the shah, how-
ever, only increased the animosity of his Mohamme-
dan priests toward the Nestorians. The priest-hood
is very powerful in Persia. The priests, the khans
or lords, the governor and the Mohammedan people
it is who inflict so much cruelty upon the Nestorian
and Armenian Christians in Persia and most of it
never reaches the ears of the shah.

The kings of I’ersia have always been very care-
ful to observe the forms of their religion. They say
their prayers at the appointed hours. Sinece it is the
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worship in a Mohammedan shrine, was coming out of
the door when he was shot by the hand of an assassin
and killed instantly. His murderer was one of his
subjects, Mirza Riza of Kerman, who belonged to the
peculiar sect of Babesim that is found in Persia and
that differs from the Mohammedan religion.
THE PRESENT SHAH.

The present shah, Muzafer-ed-Din is especially

known from his early youth to be a most zealously

SHAH MUZAFER-ED-DIN.
religions man. All the princes of Persia learn very
early all the forms of their Mohammedan religion.





















































































































































































































































































































