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vi FPREFACE,

series, the author intends to describe the literature and sciences,
the industry and arts of the eighteenth century.

This will be followed by other volumes, which, dealing with
the seventeenth century, that is to say, the reigns of Henri IV,
Louis XIII., and Louis XIV., will terminate a series of sketches,
each complete of itself, but still more interesting as a whole.

It is not for us to dwell upon the competency of the author; and
we will only mention that this new volume, executed with the same
care and tact as the preceding ones, may without fear be placed in
the hands of even the youngest.

As to the illustration of the volume, carefully excluding the
imitative and fanciful compositions now current, we have taken
them from the most famous original works of the best artists of the
eighteenth century; and they have been reproduced, under the
careful superintendence of M. Racinet, with the scrupulous accuracy
which the perfected process of modern science permits. Thus the
reader has traced before him, in all its vivid reality, a faithful picture
of this strange and varied epoch, at once so near to and so different
from our own.















LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS.

PAGE ENGRAVINGS.

Cartouche-Frontispiece | after Meissonnier
The Grand Trianon ; after Rigaud ....oe0e0 .
Reception of an Ambassador at Versailles:

Representation of '* La Princesse de Navarre,"”
at Versailles ; after Cochin .ocvveneeers
Marie-Antoinette and her Children ; after
Madame Vigée-Lebrun .......coveaan..
Tha Hitel de Rohan-Soubize ; after Rigaud
Opening of the States-General in 1789 ..... -
‘The Fancy Ball; after A, de 5t. Aubin ......
The Market in the Place Maubert; after
e e e R
Infantry on the March ; after Watteau
A Cavalry Halt: after Partocel ........c0ue
Funeral Ceremony at Notre-Dame Cathedral,
Paris, for the Death of the Dauphiness;
e Conhin Tl v resonrnnaraannns
Louis XVI. taking the Coronation Oath; after
Moread ...... i e e
The Bed of Justice held at Versailles in 1776 ;

Riter GArBdEl oo caananasassnsannens
The Rue de Quincampoix in 1718 ..........
The Port of Rochefort; after Joseph

b R R e

FAGE

30

46

106
128
T42
156

18y
192

Distribution of Food to the People at Siras-
burg in 1744
# Painter removing ; after Jeaorat ..........
The Marché des Innocents ; alter _]'e-anmt. e
A Fashionable Group ; after A. de 5t Aubin
The Walk upon the Ramparts of Paris; after
Aede St AU v e
The St. Ovide Fair.—Place Louis-le-Grand ..
The Royal State Carriages in 1783; after
B e xS o e e e e
Review of the Swiss and French Guards held
by the King on the Plaine des Sablons ;
altec Moreall . ciicinaiaiooc s annes
Fireworks on the Pont-Neuf, Paris, in 1745 ..
Banquet given at the Spanish Embassy, Faris ;

--------------------------

after Scotin, 1707 causs R e
The Variétés Amusantes (now the Thédtre-
Francals) In 1780 ciccaiinecninennnnnnns
A Salon in the Time of Louis XVI.; after
T e e o e ot i W e
Entry of King Louis XV. into Strasburg, in
e L P e P
Fireworks at Strasburg, in 1744 «cccvuvanas -
Shate Carriages ...cosvnuas e

LLightCan'ia.gc's ------- e et PR B

PAZE

368
412
428
434

470
458



x1i

{8

IZ.

3.

14.-

1.
I7.

18,

1),

Tk,

22.

25,
26,

- Sedan-chairs for the Park.

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS.

ENGRAVINGS IN THE TEXT.

CHAFTER 1.

- Hoyal Promenade in the Park at Versailles.

(Fac-simile, from Rigaud.) .....ceenae.

(Fac-simile,
T R ) e e

- The Rocking-cradle of the Duc d4'Anjou

{afterwards Lowis XV.) eesesirnesnnnnns

. Louis XV., as a child, being wheeled about

the Tuileries Gardens. [Communicated
by M. Bonmardot) « s oseseueenesseesnsn

. Coat of Arms of the Grand Pantler (Duc de

Cossé-Brissac, 1982)

------------------

FPAGE

Coat of Arms of the Grand Cup-bearer -

{André de Gironde, 1y31)

. The Duc de Gesvres, First Gentleman of

the Chamber, in State Diress ; after Van-
leo the younger (1735)

................

. Coat of Arms of the Geand Chamberlain

(Prince de Turenne, 1747)

. Coat of Arms of the Captain of the Gate

(Vicomte de Vergennes, 1783) ....o.....
Coat of Arms of the Grand Falconer
(Comte de Vaudrenil, 1780) ........0..
Coat of Arms of the Grand-Marshal of the
Palace (Chamillart, Marquis de la Suze,
1774)
Coat of Arms of the Grand-Veneur { Hunts-
man). Duc de Penthidévea, 1737 ......
Coat of Arms of the Grand-Louvetier, or
Master of the Walf-honnds (Comte
d'Hauazenville, 1780). - covanrrnesnnnns
Coat of Arms of the Grand Master of
France (Prince de Condé, 1740}

--------------------------------

. Minuet danced at the State Ball given by

the King, February z4th, 1745, in the co-
vered Riding-school of the Grand Stables
at Versailles ; after Cochin . T
Lonis- XV. as a youth ; after Vanloo
Marie Leczinzska, Oueen of France;
Nattier
Card of Invitation for the Court Ball ; after
O o o i i e o i e B
Louwis XVI., Maric-Antoinette, and the
Dauphin; after Saint-Aubin
The COQueen’s Lady of the Palace ; aﬁer
Moreau the younger

after

. A Counter used by Marie-Antoinette......

CHAFTER II.

[ Hozer (Charles-René), genealogist of the
King's hounzsehold, controller of the arms
and heraldry of France; after Hyacinthe
Figmucl

------------------------------

z3. Chariot with running footmen (fac-simile

after Rigaud)

------------------------

. The Riding-lesson ; after Parrocel (commu-

nicated by M, Bonnardot)
Parade de prime after a coup de seconde
Disarmament after a coup de fierce or de
quarie

aaaaaaaaaaaa

Iz

23

25
27

L)

33

k)
38

41

EE

3 [
. Position after having disarmed upon the

28,

FACE

colify de flerce
Position after having disarmed upon the
coup de lierce or the coup de secomde
warded off de prime.  (Figs. 25—28 taken
from Angelo’s work on fencing, published
in 176a)

EEE RN E RN EEE R EEE G R ARG R

. Collar of the Order of the Holy Ghost,

founded by Henri 111.

30, Collar of the Ultramontane Orderof the Holy

A1

33

3.

35

7

3%

40.

45
A,
47-
A48,

. A Street Row ; after L. Binet
. A Tavern Breakinst. .. covremrnarnmmnnnas
. The Toillette ; after Carde Vernet .....c...
. The German Mountebank ; after Duplessis-

. A Pastoral Scene ; after Boucher

Ghost, established by the Popes and eon-
firmed by trarunu: ordinances of the Kings
nr[‘nnm PERESR LR E R E R KRR XK TR SN NN
32. Grand Cross u.ud Collar of the Royal and
Military Order of St. Lazarusof Jerusalem
and of Our Lady of Carmel .......
Order of the Ampulla, said to have been
founded by Clovis; very rare
Order of the Counts of Lyons, instituted by
Lowis XV. in 1745
36. Grand Cross and Collar of the Ornder of
St John of Jernsalem (the Knights of
Malta)
Coat of Arms of the Grand Equerry (Prince
de Lotraine, 1718)

. A Koyal Chariot (fac-simile, after Rigaud) .
: A Lady of Quality (fac-simile, after Rigaud)

CHAFTER III.

The Bourgeois, his Wife and Child; aftar
Dupin's Costumes Frangais. ... cocanee

. Gaming, from_the Occupations des Danies,

by Chodovieski. (Communicated by M.
iEup‘: Sﬁuzﬂ.!f.i -------------- B e

. A Newly-Married Couple ; after Schénau. .
. The Order of St. Michel, one of the king's

orders, open to artists and to bourgeois
who had been ennobled. ...

I T rr

. The Industrious Mother ; after Chardin (in

BRI

the Louvre)
The Pelife Todleffe ; after Morean ...c... .
The Game of Trictrac; after Eisen
The Servant ; alter Chardifc..c:ssssss0ss
Small movable Diamond Cross, to be worn

round the neck

CHAPTER IV,

sEsssawassEmTATEEE s ERER

. Pére Tranguille and his Wallet; after

LTI | e e e e i

g e o wae

B

.'A French Mountebank in the FPlace du

Louvre ; after Duplessis-Bertaux

56. A Real Shepherd (fac-simile from a print ncf

the period)

51

LT

52

53

57

61

63

71
73
75

B3
5




LiST OF ILLUSTRATIONS.

G,

57. The Father of the Family, or reading the
Bible ; after Greuze..oou.... T At

58. Evening Stories (scene from rustic life);
after Morean .....:.

50. A Winter Assembly {mtu:s from rustic
life) ; after Gravelot ....ccversssnnnans

60. The Fortune-Teller (scenes from rustic life) ;
after Frendeberg ....ov.0 ity

61, The Bellows Vendor ; after Boucher..... -

CHAPTER V.

Gz, Types of Soldiers ; after Watteau .. ......
63. Types of Soldiers ; after Watieau ........
6ig. Coat of Arms of a Colonel-General of the
French Guards (Due du Chitelet, 1788). .
65, Coat of Arms of a Colonel-General of the
Swizs and the Grisons (Comte d' Artois,
177L)
66. Coat of Arms of a Colonel-General of Dm-
goons | Doe de Luynes, 1783) ..
67. Coat of Arms of a Marshal of Framce I_D‘m‘:
de Gontaul-Biron, 17570 ceeceesrsasaas
68. Coat of Arms of a Gmnd l‘rmr-:sn; {du
Bouschet, Marquis de Sourches, 17468)..
6g. Tableau from Marshal de Puységur's A
delr Guarre, I74B . icoiiiiiainaas
70, A Recruiting Agent ; I'rm ] nnllmum ::rf
costumes in the Arsenal Library. .
71. Cross of the Order of St. Louis, l-uundr:d h:.r
Louls XIV. in 1603 ..vviviananass sies
73, Grand Cross of the Order of 5t. Louis .. ..
73. Order of Military Merit, founded by
Louis XV. in 1755, for officers born in a
country where the established religion is
Pmmnt FAFRF IS FEFEFr R ERR RN
4. Helmet of a Captain of Dragoons ........
75. Shako of a Sapper of the Swiss Guards ;
a'ltEWilh LIRS AP ELES L ERREERENENERS) ]
=, 77 Officers armed with the Spontoon .. ..
78. Sabres; Harberd ; Pmisan. Sw:-rds‘.

R

AT AmA TR EE R

S
Bo. Chevalier Folard's Panls:n.n. M. de
Maizeroy's Gun and Fike; Muskets
of different makes; Marshal Saxe's
Spontoon; Gun and Pike, nine feet
81, Cannon, with the Cipher nf l.uuls xv
82, Coat of Arms of Grand Master of the Ar—
tillzry (Comte A Ew, 1770) ovovivnnsnns
£3. Military Trophy ; after Ozenne ..ovvies e
B4, Saluting the Flag ; after Gravelot ........
8s. The White Flag (the Royal Standard of the
Nw‘ ErEEEEEE
86. The Red Galley Flag
&7. Coat of Amms of French Admiral {Duc de
Penthiers, I797) connessvnasssonnans
88. The ffercule, frigate of 58 puns ; after an
ariginal drawing by Ozenne
8g. Cavalry Vedettes ; after Parrocel ...000.0
go. The Soldier ; after Leclerequ.uuviiiiinnans
g1, TheMajor; afler Leclercq vovcveencnn.
g2, The Musket, as carried by an Officer {de-
crec of 1766) ; after Gravelot .....

CECC

FAGE

bt

100

104
105

108

1ol

s TOG

IID

L <]

IIT

14

L5
115

115
1l

i
117

118
IIg

Ian
IzI

Iz
1z2

123

bS]
124

125

126
127
2y
129

131

PG

93

IoI.

o2,

103,
104

105,

10,

108,

109.

Tic,

IIT.

I1z.

113

114.
115.

116,

117.

. Poop of the **
. A Soldier whe has died for his king ; an

i

FAGE
An Officer saluting with his Musket (de-
cree of 1766) & alter Gravelot .. ..ivuuns

. Infaniry Drill (decree of 1766); afier

LI | o = e v BB g

. Loading [decree of 1766) ; after Grave-

lot

133

. The Cavalry Soldier (decree of 1766) ; after

e MONSIENY osnavesesesnnnrasssnns
Invincible ; " by Patte ,...

134
I35

emblematic composition after Marillier

CHAFTER YI.

Coat of Arms of a Prince-Bishop ........
Dresses worn by an Abbot and Abbess out
of doors ; from the Corfnres Frangais,
by Dapin
Coat of Arms of Grand Almoner of France
(Louis de Montmorency-Laval, Bishop
L - T R e e
Miracle of the Deacon Parns ;) fac-simile
after an engraving in the work entitled
Fhe Truth of the Miracles wronpht at
the Tutercession of M. Paris and olher
appellants, demonsiraled o the Arch-
bishap of Sems (Languet), by Camné de
Mongeron ; 1737, 3 vols. in 4o, ......
Miracle of the Deacon Parnis @ v eseens
Confession ; after the Cdrdmonier of Cou-
fumes Religienses de fous les Pesples dn
Monde, by Bernard Picart ......cvvuns
Burial in a Church ; after the Cérédmomics
e Cowfnmes Relfigicuses de tows les
Praples du Monde, by Bernard Picart .,
Portrait of Massillon ; after a picture in
the Museum of Versailles ... ... .c00nee

I35
L")

14T

145

138
140

153

155

159

. A Brodher St Crépin (Member of the

Community of the Christian Brothers
called Cordonmiers), in his full canonicals
Belzunce, Bishop of Marseilles, during the
Plague of 172o(fac-simile after Rigaud). .
A Holy-Pix in Silver ; after Germain ....

CHAPTER VII.

Coat of Arms of Duke and Peer
(Duc d'Uszis, 1st I1.v|:c|1.‘r.liIzu';.r Peer of
B TR Y [ s e e e A
Coat of Arms of Bishop, Dulu: ::mrl F'nd.'r
(Duc de Sabran, Bishop of Laon, 1778)
Innocence proclaimed ; after Binet ......
‘The Judge in his Home, and his Suitors ;
after a eonlemporary engraving .......
Chancellor 4" Aguesseaun ; after Vivian. . .,
Louis XV, holding the Seal in person for
the first time, March gth, 1757 ........
Coat of Arms of Chancellor of France
(Rend Nicolas Charles Augustin de
Manpeon, TREBY s e
Flan of a Bed of _Iust:ce in the Grande
Salle des Gardes at the Palace of Ver-
sailles . vuuis

161

163
164

167

167
169

172
75

181

185

186

. Coat of Arms ul' Firsl Presldent -:-I' 111:.-

Paris Parliament (Louis Lefévre d'Or-

messan, I788) v.vevenninnas s :



AV

Fits,

114,

T2,

IZ2T.

Izz.

133,
124,

I35,

12h.
127.

128,

124,
130,
I31.
132

133,
134~

T35,

137

133,

139

140,

14T,

142,

143

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS.

CHAPTER VIII.
Portrait of Samuel Bernard, engraved by
Drrevet ; after Hyacinthe Rigaud
The Contractor; after a caricature by
Dumesnil the Younger ...ovciveseasss
Bombario, the Hunchback, who was used
as a writing-desk by the brokers. |From
a satiric work published in Holland,
I720) .. i
Cﬂnculurc taken l'r::-m l'|'|l:‘.' .-1':1: J'ld":!'mﬂ.rmi
daressd an diew enlerrement des ace
FRONEIeS ORI na e vy aannnnnns il
A Note of Law’s Royal Bank (1715) ....
The Stock-Jobber elevated by Fartune ;
fragment of a  caricature of the
PEEIEN 5w n s w.Tasa a a aimTala T a o) a o mi e .
Gold and Silver Pieces of the reipn of
L () B O - i A S A e
Portrait of Turgot ; after Michel V:].n]m :
A girandole of Precious Stones belonging
LB R A R e

CHAPTER IX.

Ancient  Merchant-Flag of the French
Mavy. (From Fes Pavillons ou Ban-
nidres gue la plupart der naifons arbore
en s David Mortier, Amsterdam,
D e P

Megro Traffic (the sale of a shwcﬁ ; afer
Elsen auvenan

Mepgro Traffic {cump-l.lllng tht siuu.'s 1
work) ; after Eistn vuvvsssne A

Pictorial Signboard of a Dealer in Toys.
{Communicated by M, Bonnardot) .. ..

A Dealer in Tin Ware ; after Christoph
i R e e i ey

Pictorial Signboard of a Fan Dealer

A Diressmaker's Shop. (Communicated by
M. Boonardot] .o se vaini en e wnn s

A Furrier's Shop. (From the ** Ency-
clopaedia )

Pictorial Signboard of an
Maker ; after Eisen

Mew Flag (spotied with flenr-de-lis) for the
French Merchant Navy ; from Ler Pa-
willons ou Bannidres gque la plupar? des
nations arbore en mer; David Mortier,
Amsterdam, TFI8 . cn . cvi i n e

Games, Dances, and Sword Exercises,
execuied by the Bakers at the defile
of the Strasburg Corporations before
Louis XV., October gth, 1744 ccovasae

The Galeries du  Palais, Paris: after
{}Tﬂ‘1ﬂu¢ T

Pictorial Slgnhcnrd of a Surgco‘n =Dentist ;
after Marillier. (Communicated by M.
Bonnardot)

CHAPTER X.
Portrait of Rollin ; after Baléchou ..
A Schoolmaster ;
Baoissien . . Bl
After ‘schunl Emm "'il: A.u'l.un 1Tn_1:=n
from Les Pefits Polisions de Pares) ...

Instrument

EE Y

B

after amn e:clllng by

144, The Governess ; after Chardin. .....ona.

TAGE |

195

o7

199

=3

a5

010
211

a14

217
2z
az3
225

227
220

231
231

2433

235

236

2}?

43
245

7

FIG.
I45.

46,

I47-
T48.
146,
150,

IET.

152.

153.

154,

155,

154,
157

159

1650,

161,

1652,

163.
164

163,

166,

167.

164,
15g.

170.

Tutars returning from the Tuileries ; after
Cochin .....
Pulling up a Hn-m.- on 1h|: Smﬂlu {From
the Mandge moderne dans s perfection,
by Baron d'Eisenberg, engraved by
Bernnrd Picart, 1727) .o lii i
A Fencing School (Ilustrated ' Poster)
Communicated by M. Bonnardot......
The Dancing Lesson; afier Cazot ......
A Good Edneation ; after Chardin ......
The Delights of Maternity ; after Mo-
The Numa Vlsil. s afier Bisen .ocoiviens
The Singing Lesson ; after Chodowieski.
(Communicated by M. Eug. Sausay) ..

CHAPTER XI.
The Sister of Charity ; after Eisen ......
The Fashionable Doetor (Tronchin) run-
ning over his rivals (allegorical compasi-
tion). Communicated by M, Bonnardot
Diowry for ru:u-rg.-ing ten poor girls ; after
Gravelot . . SR S
?n[:lm-a’l.nmmme % Charuty after Moreau
The Statue of Benevolence, erected in a
Hospital, {Allegonmlmmp-nsil:im. after
Marillier)

CHAFTER XII.

. Coat of Arms of the Provost of the City,

the Provostship and Viscounty of Paris
(Marquis de Boulainvilliers, 1766) ....
Gabriel de Sartine, Licutenant of Poliee
(z759-74) ; alter Vigée .........
Gruet at la Tournelle, with the convict
chain, Fac-simile of a popularengraving
of the period
Degrues, the poisoner, put to the muslam
(the boot), Facsimile of a rough po-
pular engraving of the period .. .00 ..
Gruet at the Pillory of the Halles. Fae-
simile of a popular engraving of the
PEIIOR o wineinm wnin e e s i e
From the Few de v Guerre, a sort of
Game of Gioote
Diesrues doing penance at Notre Dame.
Fac-simile after some pa:pulal' drawings
of the period .. covanvrrinrnrnirnannen
Desrues being led to m:em:lmn Fac-simile
after some popular drawings of the
Pﬂdﬁd ------------------------ aawaaa
Punishment of Desruees, broken on the
wheel on the Place de Gréve, Fac-simile
after some popular drawings of the
1L T T T
The Widow of Desrues after her punish-
ment. Fac-simile from a popular en-
graving of the time ....cccoiiivnsnnss
Cartounche at the Hotel de Ville hefore his
execution ; after Bonnart ..........
Lenoir, Lieutenant of Police t:;.r-;.r&-ss}
from BHgny ...ouw
The Commissaire and Ih: S:rgmnt ot’ lht
Watch ; from Jeaurat ,;ccceannnvaanas

--------------------

R T TR

FAGE

a5t

253
455
257
239

2h1

5

a8







xvi LIST OF [LLUSTRATIONS.

FIG.
a6y. Madame Vestris in the character of Iréne.
Costume  designed at the Thédtre-
Frangais, and communicated to Moreau
for his picture of the crowning of Yol-
taire's bust {Jan. 30, 1777) .. ... aiine
o6z, Monvel, as Memnon, in the tragedy of
frine. (Sec Fig. 964) icuvssssssnnanan
266, Leaving the Opera ; after Morean ...e00
gfy. Dresses of Juno, the King, and Night.
(From Gillot's Designs of Cosfumes for
ﬁﬂ‘r-fl'-fp ﬂﬂ‘rﬂ'. I'T-?i'd fmm’)‘} srEE=sEEEE
268, Mademoiselle Sallé, a celebrated dansense ;
ﬂ'rtf’r LancTid o o wry . ses e w
a6g. Pas de deux, danced by Dauberval and
Mille. Alard, in the opera of Syfde,
1760 ¢ after Carmontelle, . cvvvnrnnnnna
zyo. Costume of Neptune ; after Martin, . ....
a7i. African costume in Adime, Queen of Gol-
conda; after Mamtin. . coeeeeen s A
g7a, Ballet-dress (a zephyr) ; after Martin ....
273. Ballet-dress (a demon) ; afier Marntin ....
274, The Theatre of a Fair. (Representation
of Havleguin, King of Gérendis, at the
St Germain Fair (1713) ; after Bonnart
275 Volange, as Jeannot in Les Badfos payent
Lamende ; after Wille the younger ....
oyt A Talpiscs 1ieris ot aee oo o

CHAPTER XVIL
g76* Reading ; after Chodowieski., ({Commu-

nicated by M. Eug. Sauzay) coeevennes
277. The Comet (Drawing-room game) ; nfter
TR i v i ata e A, AT S AR T
278. A Moming Visit ; a.ﬂcr Eisen ....o0-- e
7. Winwr;:i’:erl.nncre: ..... A R
aBo. The Dance; after Chodovieski. (Com-
municated by M. Eug, Sauzay). ... i

CHAPTER XVIIL

28z, Chantilly Park, the praperty of the Conddés
a8z, The Death ; after Desportes ..
zf3. A Wayside Inn. (From lhl: RMI{J n"c

i ] e P e e R
284, The Water Coach, on the :‘imnc after

Perronet .ciccvsvacsnciasannsannsas
285, The Pannier, or Land Cm::h i !"11..-LS|I1I.I:¢.

abber Bagald & o e s e

286, The ** Carabas * on the road to ‘I.-"-.-'rsaﬂll:: ;
fac-simile, after Rigaud ...........

287, Cart drawn by Oxen. (From lhn:—_f.r.n-muf
de mon refour de Saimfonge, by Robhd
de Beauveset, 1760 ; drawings by Des-
friches, engraved by C. Cochin....,...

TAGE

4o1

423

405

Iz

41T
413

417
421
435
429

43t

439
443

445

447

448

443

FiG. CHAPTER XIX. TAGE

288, Dress ; fac-simile, after a water-colour by
‘Uﬂllﬂ]u ............. sesenansss 454
2y, Dwess ; fac-simile, nnnraunlwahu: by
WAL DERA « o n s b b e e e o e e WA 455
200, A Lady in the costume of louis lhe
Fourteenth’s time, and wearing a
" fontange,” getting into her sedan-
chair ; fac-simile, after a contemporary
dmm“‘lll.lllllll. llllllll [ENRNENER
agr. Lady in a * chaise roulante’ (reign
of Louis XIV.); fac-simile, after Ri-
WM B E SN R AR PR RN N EE RN R R R
2g2. Male attire ; fac-simile, after a water-colour
h!rwatm R I N A I
253, Male attire ; fac-sinile, aftera water-colour
h" w-a“ﬁ“ SRR EE rrrrmrrEwa b
204, The Young Sponsors ; aftcr Morean ...
295 Moming Undress ; after Chardin........
agh. Girl wearing a S-traw | 7 P R e T
2g7. Girl with a " bandeau damour™ head-
dl’&:ﬂ prdmasarars s an Ty e man e A s
ﬁ- (:ﬂ“umﬂli“mﬁlv-ll -------- R Er
. The Ladies' Tailor ; after Wattean. ... ..
31:-:-. Gold and Silver-headed Canes ..ooveanen
3@.[ Hlﬂem.“:klﬂ ------ ddenmmmms EEEmdEREE
goz. Shop ol'aBa:hﬂ' and Wig-maker ; after
(:Dl:hill -------------- SsmmmaEmmEEErEn
303- Hais.—Now 1, 4 ln Tamre—No. 3, &
I’ Espagnole.—No. 3, Chapeau-bonneite.
MNo. 4, & FARglomane .;ovsssansainsna
304, Various Head-dresses ; from the books of
'“ahim nl"‘hetim AeddsssaaEenddEEEE
305, Various Head-dresses ; from the books of
rﬂﬁhimﬂrtmﬁm Gesmdm s smaaadnsEE *?9
gof. The Baroness de Bel-Air, returning from
the Palais-Royal ; facssimile of a can-
cature of the period .....iveverensunas 482
go7. Fac-gimile of a caricature of the period .. 481
gof. Autempting to defraud the Paris Custom-
house ; fac-simile of a caricature of the
P'lﬂd ..................... e m
30g. The Mysterics of the I mleuc I'I‘a.gm:m:
of a picture by Pater (in the Louvre) .. 483
310—318, Wigs.—No. 1, Wig with two lm].'i.—
z, Purse-wig.—3, Square-wig.—4, Newly
growing wig.—5. An abbd's wig.—6;
Wioman's wig.—7. Wig 4 eatogan.—8,
Wig 4 la brigndiére,—g, Knotted wig.
(From Diderot’s Encpclopedial, ... 484
a1g. Patterns of men's garments, {From Di-
' derot’s Encyclopddia)c..ceiasnivnnane 485
gzo, Devil (shortened coach) ; afler Lucotle .. 486
ga1. Gondola calash ; after Lucotte, . .uueaea. 87
3zz. A Restaurant W:ul.er {from a n.nrbm,-

BUFE) o wumussnsins SRR L R S Ty

s
5

S33%% BEE: b @

4
|
i

24



CARTOUCHE-FRONTISPIECE ; AFTER MEISSONNIER.






THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

GHAPTER. 1.
THE KING AND THE COURT.
Historical Introduction.—End of the Reign of Louis XIV.—The Regency. —Lounis XV,—Louis XVI.
and Marie Antoinette.—The Court amd its Charges.

Tue last years of the reign of Louis XIV. threw some little
éclat upon the early part of the eighteenth century; but the aged
monarch who, notwithstanding the defeats of his armies and the
_ disasters of his navy, the loss of a portion of his conquests, the
dilapidation of his finances, and the suffering of his subjects, still
sustained the prestige of his past glories and his great place amongst
the sovereigns of Europe, must have foreseen in his last hours that
the monarchy which he had raised to such a pitch of grandeur and
prosperity was likely to follow him to its grave.

Louis XIV., whose unbounded ambition had been so well
served by men and by events, was not, moreover, ignorant of the
duties which his position entailed upon him, and he endeavoured to
fulfil them to the best of his ability. To use his own words: “ The
Kingly calling is a great, a noble and a flattering one, when one is
worthy to fulfil all the engagements which it entails; but it brings
with it many annoyances, much fatigue and anxiety. When a king
has the good of the State in view, he is labouring in his own cause,
for the welfare of the one is the glory of the other ; when the State
is contented, great and powerful, he who makes it so is glorified, and
must therefore derive greater satisfaction than his subjects. When a

mistake has been committed, it must be repaired as soon as possible ;
E
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no consideration, not even that of mercy, should stand in the way.”
These noble maxims which Louis XIV. had framed for his own
use, show that he was not blind to his faults and errors, inasmuch as
he was always providing to repair them. If he was not always
and altogether a good king, it may be said that he desired and
endeavoured to become one.  As Voltaire says : “a really good king
is the noblest gift of heaven.”

The character and aspect of the French Court underwent a com-
plete change towards the close of this reign, which opened so
brilliantly and terminated in the most sombre monotony. The
influence of Madame de Maintenon was the sole cause of this change,
which, beginning in 1681, became more marked as the King fell more
and more under the domination of the crafty and ambitious woman
whom he had married in secret, without ever having the courage
to declare that the widow Scarron was his wife. The Marquise de
Maintenon, who had been beautiful and who was well-educated, clever
and amusing, soon acquired a complete supremacy, while appearing
to take no part in public affairs. She established over the King
an influence which she had exercised upon his affections, and obtained
his confidence so completely that his imperious will was mastered
by a real queen who masked her power under the veil of extreme
timidity. Madame de Maintenon’s piety was sincere, though exclu-
sive, and by means of it she exercised the greatest authority over the
King, whom she had brought to be very particular about religious
observances, for himself and for others, but at the same time morose
and melancholy.

The example of the King effected a transformation in the Court ;
no more fétes or theatrical spectacles were given, and there was little
beyond evening receptions where the guests strolled through the
galleries or collected round the tables at which embre, hookey and
other games of cards were being played. The King played with the
princes and princesses and with a few of the persons of the household.
Madame de Maintenon never appeared at these aparfments as they
were called, though her invisible personality was always present, so to
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THE KING AND THE COURT. 3

speak, in the conversations of the courtiers. There were a few con-
certs of instrumental music; and upon certain exceptional occasions,
such as victories, treaties of peace, baptisms or marriages in the royal
family, singers either from the theatre or the churches took part in
them. The last ballet danced before the King was 7e Trinmpl of
Love in 1681 ; the last representation of the Royal Academy of
Music at which the King and the Court were present was in 1685,
As to the performances of the ordinary Court comedians, they were
altogether suppressed, and Louis XIV. only honoured with his
presence the theatre of the royal school at Saint Cyr, where the young
ladies of the establishment sometimes played before him and
Madame de Maintenon the two tragedies of Esther and Athaflic
which, written by Racine expressly for these performances, partook
more of a religious than a secular character.

Madame de Maintenon hardly ever left her apartments, where she
lived in retirement with two or three ladies, pious like herself. The
King came to see her several times a day; after dinner, before and
after supper. He remained until past midnight, transacting business
with his ministers and regulating State affairs, Madame de Maintenon
listening to and directing everything, while she seemed to be wholly
intent upon her books or her needle work, only speaking when the
King asked her a question, and couching her replies in the most
reserved terms. Louis XIV. sometimes accompanied her in her
drives, especially to Marly, where she went frequently. “Shut up in
a close chair,” says Duclos, “to avoid the least breath of air, the
King walked by her side, taking off his hat each time that he stooped
to speak to her " (Figs. rand 2). There was no doubt as to her being
a queen, and all the more exacting and powerful because she affected
not to claim any sort of supremacy. She never failed to attend the
chapel of the palace whenever the King went either alone or with his
household, and she always occupied a sort of private gallery, behind
the closed curtains of which nothing was visible but the shadow of the
black silk coif in which her yellow and livid face was always buried.

This Court, majestic rather than brilliant, seemed to have lost all
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recollection of what it had been twenty or forty years before, when
Louis XIV. at the apogee of his glory, following the inspirations of
his youth and gallantry, thought only of pleasure, fétes and displays
of magnificence, to celebrate the ephemeral reign of the Duchesse de
la Valliére, the Marquise de Montespan, and Mlle. de Fontange.

An idea of the severe etiquette which presided at all the details in
the private life of Louis XIV. may best be conveyed by borrowing
from the Memoirs of the Duc de Saint-Simon a short account of what
took place at his rising and at his retiring for the night. At 8 a.m.
the first valet de chambre on duty, who had slept in the King's
chamber, went to wake him. The first physician and the first

Fig. 1.—Royal Promenade in the Park at Versailles. [Fac-simile, from Rigaad.)

surgeon then entered the room and consulted as to the state of his
health. At a quarter past eight, the grand chamberlain, or in his
absence the first gentleman of the chamber, was called, as also were
the grandes entrées, that is to say the persons who occupied the
highest posts at the Court and in the royal household. The first
gentleman or the grand chamberlain opened the curtains and pre-
sented to the King, still in bed, the holy water and a book of prayer ;
and then all the persons present withdrew into the next room. The
King, having been aided in rising by his valet, and having hastily
made his ablutions, recalled the grand chamberlain or first gentle-
man, who handed him his dressing-gown. The door was then opened
and admittance given to those who had been waiting outside, that
is, to use Saint-Simon's words, “to the second entrées and the
patented tradesmen, then to persons of distinction and notoriety.”
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‘The King “did nearly everything for himself with rapidity and
grace;” he put on his stockings, combed, washed and dressed
himself without any toilet-table in front of him; nothing but a
looking-glass. As soon as he was dresssed, he said his prayers
by his bedside, the ecclesiastics who were present, including
the cardinals, knelt down, the laymen remained standing, and the

captain of the guard, his drawn sword in his hand, leant against the

Fig. 3.—Scdan-chairs for the Park.  [Fac-simile, from Rigawed,)

balustrade of the bed. His prayers said, the King passed into his
cabinet, where those whose functions gave them the right of entry
were awaiting him. There he gave the orders for the day. That
done, all the persons in attendance withdrew, and the King, remain-
ing alone with his children, their governors, and a few privileged
courtiers, received the intendants of his palaces, his gardens, and
“other pleasures.” There were, sometimes, sere/ audiences, so
called to distinguish them from those granted at the bedside, which
were called privafe audiences. During these audiences and conver-
sations, the Court waited in the gallery, and if the King attended
mass followed him to the chapel. When the King went from the
chapel to the council chamber, persons belonging to the Court had
the right of speaking to him without first notifying their intention to
the captain of the guard.
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The orders having been given, down to the most minute details,
for the day, every step which the King took was accompanied by
some ceremonial, especially when Louis X1V, desired to exhibit the
prestige of royalty, as, for instance, at the reception of ambassadors
or foreign ministers. At the chase or the promenade, the King,
though still surrounded by the same amount of state, would relax to
a certain extent the severity of the etiquette, signifying to the persons
present that they were not to remain uncovered.

Dinner and supper were also hedged about by the same amount
of ceremonial. After supper, the King returned to his chamber,
surrounded by all the Court ; he remained standing for a few minutes,
with his back to the balustrade of the bed, then, after bowing to the
ladies, withdrew to his cabinet, where the royal family had, as a rule,
assembled. He remained an hour with them, only leaving them a
moment to go and feed his dogs ; returning to wish them good night,
he again passed into his chamber, where the persons with the grand
and second entrées and the purveyors of the Court were awaiting
him. He talked to them while undressing, and as soon as he was in
bed they all withdrew, except the first valet on duty. The cere-
monial of the grand coneher terminated at the moment when the
King, returning to his chamber, said his prayers at the bedside and
dismissed the attendants by an inclination of the head which signi-
fied : “ Good night to you, gentlemen.”

There was no grand coucker during the last twelve years of his
reign, but the pefit coucher, at which the grand and second entrées
assisted, continued to the last in the usual form. These severe
rules were somewhat relaxed at the Grand Trianon, one of the
King’s favourite creations; when he paid a visit to it, everyone was
allowed to pay his court to the King, and the ladies had the honour
of eating at the same table.

Moreover, the Court ceremonies which Louis XIV. had himself
regulated down to their least details subsisted in all their rigour under
Louis XV., and were only modified at the accession of Louis XVI.

If the life of the courtiers became more and more dull and
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monotonous during the old age of Louis XIV,, there is reason to
believe that the King himself did not fare much better. His eternal
solitude with Mme. de Maintenon began to weigh upon him, when
death, a death sudden and terrible, entered his family, accompanied
by all the horrors of the unforeseen and the mysterious. Yet the
loss of his only son, the grand dauphin (1711), had not left him
without a direct heir. His grandson, the Duc de Bourgogne, had
two sons of tender years, while of the grand dauphin’s two other
sons, one was Philip V. of Spain, and the other, the Duc de Berry,
was childless. But a sudden and mysterious illness, lasting only a
few hours, carried off the Duchesse de Bourgogne and her husband
together with their eldest son in the course of a few days (1712).
Their second son, the Duc d'Anjou, afterwards Louis XV., was
attacked with the same malady, and only cured by a desperate remedy
which his governess administered to him unknown to the physicians.
Rumours of poisoning, since accepted as true by many historians,
circulated freely at the time.

The Court became a very sepulchre : “everything is dead here,
life has fled from us,” wrote Mme. de Caylus: “ There is a complete
void, no gaiety or pleasure,” wrote Mme. de Maintenon to her
intimate friend Mme. des Ursins. Another letter to Mme. de
Maisonfort, complaining of being “ old and melancholy and secluded
from the world,” expresses still more strongly the dejection which
prevailed. “If I could but let you see the melancholy which besieges
the great, and the difficulty they experience in killing time! Can
you not see that I am bored to death, though raised to a position of
inconceivable eminence ?”  If the King had confided his impressions
to any one, they would not assuredly have been less dismal. Mme.
de Maintenon had succeeded in obtaining from him, in favour of the
Due du Maine, one of the legitimized princes, a will removing the
Duc d'Orléans from the regency. Louis XIV. on his death-bed
regretted this step, and in an undertone expressed his hope that the
will would be set aside. He died like a King and a Christian.
Holding the Dauphin in his arms, he said to him : “ You are about
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to reign over a great kingdom, endeavour to keep at peace with your
neighbours. I have been too fond of war, do not imitate me in this,
nor in my excessive expenditure, Take advice on every point;
endeavour to obtain the best, and always follow it. Relieve your
subjects whenever you can, and do what I have not unfortunately been
able to accomplish.” The great King's eyes were not yet closed
- before he was deserted by all save two or three under servants.
The Court was divided into several groups, one party siding with
the Duc du Maine, and another with the Duc d'Orléans. Mme. de
Maintenon, ere her royal spouse had drawn his last breath, retired
to Saint-Cyr. The Court was, just then, part at the Chiteau de
Sceaux and part at the Palais Royal in Paris. There were only a
few courtiers with the young King at the Louvre.

The French people had always loved its sovereigns. This
national tradition seemed to be broken at the death of Louis XIV.,
who had been Louis le Grand. The Duc de Richelieu, writing some
time after that event, said : “I cannot look back without a feeling of
horror upon the indecent behaviour of- the people of Paris upon the
day of his burial. The death of the most odious tyrant could not
have excited greater pleasure. His death was looked upon as a
divine favour. A few years of disgrace had destroyed all recollec-
tions of the past, his former glory was utterly forgotten ; the people
cursed his memory and insulted the coffin of a King who had con-
ferred immortal honour upon Irance, and whose remains were
scarcely safe in the tomb of his forefathers.”

The breath of revolution, which had stimulated the League and
the Fronde, threatened to overthrow the monarchy of Louis XIV.
before his body was laid in the basilica of St. Denis. The Due
d'Orléans, fortunately for France, had never designed to lend himself
to any great changes in the political order of things; he, no doubt,
was anxious to govern the kingdom during the minority of the young
monarch, but he did not wish to become King himself by an act of
unblushing usurpation. The will of Louis XIV., removing him as
far as possible from the regency to put the Duc du Maine in his
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place, was to be opened in the parliament. Philip of Orleans, having
at his back the grandees, the Court, and the people who pronounced
strongly in his favour, had but one ambition, that of administering
the State well In the sitting of parliament when the late King’s

MEror

Fig. 3—The Rocking-cradle of the Duc €' Anjou (afterwards Louis XV.)

will was opened, he said : “I consent to my hands being tied for evil,
but, as for what is good, I will not be fettered.” The nation already
welcomed him as a liberator, and three days before the funeral of
Louis XIV., when Louis, only five years of age, accompanied by his

governess Mme. de Ventadour, went to hold a bed of justice at the
C
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Thuileries, that same people which, three years before, was ready to
stone the Duc d’Orléans to death, because they suspected him of
having poisoned the princes, now gave him a great ovation and
escorted him back in triumph to the Palais Royal.

The Duc d'Orléans, who, till his death in 1723, was the absolute
and irresponsible head of the Council of Regency, did not like
either courtiers or flatterers. The latter did not spare him in their
calumnies, and they have done their best to have him pilloried in
history as a monster. It was the Court, more especially the old
Court, which supplied the venom for the Philippigues of Grange-
Chancel. The following true and accurate picture of what he was
gives the lie to the hideous caricatures of the Philippigues. * The Due
d'Orléans had a pleasant open face, he was of about the middle
height, and there was a great amount of ease and grace in all his
movements. Endowed with rare penetration and sagacity, he
expressed himself fluently and accurately. His repartees were
prompt, just and amusing. His first resolves were generally the
best ; reflection rendered him undecided. A rapid course of reading,
aided by a retentive memory, stood him in the stead of continuous
study ; he seemed to guess at rather than to think out a subject ; he
had something more than a superficial knowledge of painting, music,
chemistry, and mechanics, With great courage, and as modest
about himself as he was severe upon others whose bravery was
doubtful, he would have been a general had the late king allowed it,
but he was always kept in subjection at Court and under tutorage in
the army. A dignified familiarity placed him on a level with all
those who came near him; he felt that a personal superiority
dispensed him from insisting upon his rank. He was not of a
resentful disposition, and drew an advantageous comparison between
himself and Henri IV. in this respect. His indifference on this head
arose from his contempt for mankind.” The philosopher Duclos,
who was a contemporary of the Regent, and who judged him thus
after contemporary evidence, reproached him only with having
sometimes been fond of making a boast of his vice and immorality.
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It was soon seen that the Duc d'Orléans would have nothing to do
with the old Court, which was nicknamed the anfiguaillc; he had
closed the gates of the Palais Royal in their face, and remained at
liberty with his friends and the companions of his pleasures—the
roués as they were called. His suppers, which were given every
evening, lasted the whole night, and the Duke had become so
accustomed to them that he could not live in any other way, in
despite of the faticue and excesses which they entailed. Yet he was
naturally sober, and was ashamed of getting intoxicated like his
guests. He said that “on these occasions he formed his judgment
as to the worth of the persons about him, and, as every one was at
liberty to say what he chose, he got at public opinion; but he kept
his own secret, not letting his companions know what advantage he
derived from these excesses.”

It will be readily understood that such habits must have been
very distasteful to the Versailles Court, such as Louis XIV. had
moulded it during his long reign, and which still preserved the impress
of this slavish etiquette, with its aristocratic pride, its arrogant preten-
sions, its inexhaustible fund of intrigue. It followed, therefore, that
such a Court, stiff and prim, prude and obstinate, must either
abandon its authority for ever, or wait till the young King was at
all events old enough to have courtiers about him. But the King,
who seemed already qualified to hold a bed of justice, had at present
only servants who were under the eye of his governess, the
Duchesse de Ventadour; and even when he was placed under the
tutelage of Marshal de Villeroy, whom the will of Louis XIV. had
appointed his governor, the time was still distant when the Court
could hope to group itself around the King and resume the habits of
Court life. Louis XV, hedged in by excessive and often ridiculous
precautions, which injured only the Regent, was guarded like a
prisoner at Vincennes, the Tuileries (see Fig. 4), and the Louvre,
and his governor was always pretending to fear for his young charge
a thousand imaginary dangers. The Court was absolutely banished
from the palace, being only convoked on state occasions or for official
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ceremonies. This was a sert of exile which it found very insup-
portable; its members never put in an appearance at the Palais
Royal, and rarely at the Chiteau de Sceaux, the residence of the
Duc du Maine. The courtiers shut themselves up in their hotels at
Paris and Versailles, or withdrew to their country houses, nursing
their grievances and their hopes,

The preachers in the reign of Louis XIV., Bossuet, Bourdaloue,
and Massillon, had often had occasion to say some hard things to
the courtiers, and to represent the Court in anything but a flattering
licht.  Yet their boldness had not excited any feelings of anger,
though there was much exaggeration in the vague and incoherent
pictures which they drew like riddles for the persons concerned to
guess. Massillon, in a sermon which seemed to spare no one but
the King, said : “ The blood touches the blood, the father shames the
child, the brother lays snares for the brother, the husband seeks to
abandon his wife. The only tie which binds men together is that of
interest, passion, ill-feeling, and caprice ; crime is respected by the
great; virtue 1s only to be found amongst the simple, and piety
amongst the poor,” It was the Court, and the Court alone, that the
preacher ventured to arraign before the bar of public opinion, in the
presence of the aged King, who had not the generosity to take up the
defence of his courtiers, though he knew them to be better and less
criminal than the preacher made them out, so as to have a pretext
for flattering the people at the expense of the great.

It will readily be believed that the Court was better studied and
judged more justly by moralists and philosophers than by the most
eloquent pulpit orators. Dufresny, a comic author, wrote, in 1705, a
charming sketch, in which the characteristics of the Court are very
cleverly delineated. In his “ Serious and Comic Amusements” he
says: “The Court is a very amusing country. One breathes a very
good air in it; the avenues are inviting, the approach to them agree-
able, and they all lead to one point. The courtiers’ fortune seems to
await us, at the end of a wide road open to all the world ; it would
appear as if one had only to set foot there to reach one’s destination ;
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yet one only attains the goal by covered bye-ways, which are so
arranged that the straightest road is not always the shortest. I
don’t know whether the ground of the Court is very solid; I have
seen new arrivals walk upon it with confidence, and old campaigners

Fig. .;.-—Irw.il XV., as a child, being wheeled about the Tuileries Gardens.  (Communicated by M, Bonmardoe.)

who could only advance with fear and trembling; it is a high and a
low land, where every one endeavours to reach the highest part.
But to attain this part, there is only one path, and that so narrow
that an ambitious person can only advance along it by elbowing
others out of his way.
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“Travelling through the Court country, I have remarked that the
denizens are of idle habits. I only speak of the people, for the
grandees and those who aspire to become such have their work cut
out for them. The courtier’s task is a harder one than it seems. In
regard to the subordinates, they have only to crawl and supplicate :
that is all their work, and their only merit consists in their long term
of service. 1 except a certain number of officers, who, without any
complacent servility, limit their ambition to doing their master’s
work to the best ability, and who live peaceably in that moderate
state of life where true merit is mostly to be found. In this moderate
state, which I place between the people and the great nobles, one
may be polite without being double-faced, and open without being
ill-mannered ; one may be free from the baseness of the people and
the haughtiness of the great; in a word, one may be what is called
a man of honour.”

To this subtle and ingenious picture must be added the portrait

of the courtier, traced by the master hand of Montesquieu, who had -

himself too much taste and politeness not to admit that these two
qualities were natural to the Court, He says: “In a monarchy
politeness is naturalized at Court. At the Court one finds, in all things,
a delicacy of taste which arises from a continual use of the super-
fluities of a large fortune, from the variety, and especially from the
lassitudes of pleasure, from the multiplicity and the very confusion of
fancies which, when they are agreeable, are always well received
there.” But, while appreciating what was distinguished and charm-
ing at the Court, he was severe and impartial in his judgment of the
courtiers, *“ Ambition with sloth, baseness with pride, the desire to
get rich without labour, an aversion to hearing the truth, flattery,
treason, perfidy, the neglect of solemn engagements and civic duties,
the fear of the virtue of the sovereign, the hopes based on his weak-
nesses, and, above all, the perpetual ridicule cast upon virtue, enter,
I think, into the composition of most courtiers, in all times and at all
places.”

The French Court consisted of an immense agglomeration of

P —




THE KING AND THE COURT. 15

persons of all ages, all ranks, and all conditions, knitted the one to
the other by the fact that they “ belonged to the Court;” as is well
expressed by Dufresny when he points out the different degrees
which separated the people and the grandees of Court-land. Nor is
this all. After the masters came the servants and the subordinates,
who also had the honour of belonging to the Court, and were very
proud of it. A host of noble or commoners’ families had belonged
to the Court for five or six hundred years, occupying the same post
from father to son—posts, some of which were salaried and entailed
actual duties, while others were honorary, and, in certain instances,
implied the possession of a title of nobility. Everyone attached to
the Court had his duties carefully marked out, his privileges minutely
defined, and his rights regularly recorded. Everyone who was of
the Court or in the Court, down to the men who pushed the King’s
sedan-chair, were jealous about their titles and special duties.

Piganiol de la Force, before enumerating the officers who com-
posed the household of Louis X'V, points out that it was “the image
and miniature of the kingdom, being composed of the clergy, the
nobility, and the third estate.” He might well have added that
even the people had its representatives.

The grand almoner of France, at the King's table, where he said
the grace before and after meat, and at the chapel, where he gave
the communion and other sacraments, was replaced in the event of
forced absence by the first almoner, who was often himself replaced
by one of the eight almoners in residence. The King's chapel had,
in addition, eight chaplains taking the duty by turns, eight clerks, a
sacristan, and a chapel-master having the musical department and
the choristers under his control.

The grand master of the household, whose functions consisted
mainly in regulating the expenses of the table, had jurisdiction over
the seven offices belonging to this department, and it was before him
that the officers of it, from the almoners to the equerries, took the
oath of fidelity to the King. He presided at the King's bureau,
which held its sittings twice a week, and at which were present the
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first maitre d’hétel and his assistants on duty, the masters of the
counting-house, the controller-general of the table, the controllers of
the different departments, and several book-keepers. Each member
of the King’s bureau had a special duty at the Court. The first
maitre d’hétel had under his personal superintendence the seven
offices, viz. : the goblet, the kitchen, the pantry, the wine-cellar, the
common kitchen, the fruitery, and the pinfold,

Fig. 5.—The Grand Pantler. Fig. f.—The Grand Cup-bearer.
(Druc de Cossé-Brissac, 1782.) (André de Gironde, 1731.}

He did the honours of the grand-master’s table, and if the King
expressed a wish for some bouillon when he woke in the morning, it
was the first maitre d’hotel who brought it into the presence. In his
absence the duty devolved upon one of the ordinary maitres d’hétel.
These latter, to the number of 12, carried the King’s meat, bearing
silver-gilt wands, and presented to his Majesty the moistened napkin
which he used for his hands before meals. The functions of the
three masters of the counting-house consisted in paying all the charges
of the table and the wages of the servants belonging to the great
and small livery. As to the controller-general of the household, he
kept an account of the table expenses, and had charge of all the
plate—gold, silver, and silver-gilt. The grand chamberlain, who
occupied such a high position in the old Court, was no longer
entrusted with any duties but the interior service of the King’s
chamber. His place was, as a rule, taken by one of the four first
gentlemen of the chamber, who had the direction of the numerous
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personnel attached to the King's chamber. Next to them were the
four first valets, who served by turns and exercised several honour-
able functions : they slept at the foot of the King’s bed, and kept the
keys of the coffers,

Fig. 7.—Tke Duoe deGesvres, First Gentleman of the Chamber, in State Dress @ after Vanloa the younger (1735}

In enumerating the officers of the chamber, it will be sufficient
to mention sixteen ushers, thirty-two valets of the chamber, twelve
mantle bearers, two arquebuse bearers, eight barbers, a surgeon-
dentist, eight upholsterers, three watchmakers, six grooms of the
chamber, two chairmen, etc. No post in connection with the King’s
household was looked upon as undignified or degrading. Amongst

n
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the other officers of the King’s chamber, under the generic title of
“ valets of the chamber without a fixed rank,” were included the
painters, the sculptors, the glaziers, etc., the kennelmen, and the men
who had charge of the hawks employed in a sport which was rapidly
falling out of fashion. The twenty-six gentlemen of the chamber
served in rotation, and their functions were essentially honorary.
They belonged, as may be supposed, to the old nobility, and they
had to prove the purity of their extraction. The grard-master of

Fig. 8. —CGrand.Chamberlain Fig. g.—Captain of the Gate
[Prince de Turenne, 1747). (Vicomte de Vergennes, 1783

the wardrobe, who was one of the highest persons in the kingdom,
had under his superintendence the wearing apparel, the linen and
the hose. When the King dressed, the grand-master assisted him to
put on his under waistcoat, his blue sash and his justaucorps; when
the King undressed, he handed him his nightdress, nightcap, and
handkerchief : but as a rule his duties devolved upon one of the
two masters of the wardrobe, who were always present in the
chamber to give the King his handkerchief, gloves, cane, and hat, or
to assist him in emptying his pockets when he came in to change
his dress, for the King's pockets were always full of letters,
memorials, and petitions. The officers of the wardrobe comprised
four first wvalets, sixteen valets, one trunkbearer, four grooms in
ordinary, three tailors, one linen-starcher, and two laundresses, The
officers of the King's cabinet were quite distinct from the officers of
the chamber, They were not compelled to prove their nobility,
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several other officers of different grades, each having his title, func-
tion, and pay. For instance, in the service of the royal palaces, we
find for the Versailles canal a regular fleet with a captain, first officer,
mariners, gondoliers, and calkers; amongst the staff employed in the
gardens was a cleaner of the statues and a mole-catcher.

It must not be supposed that all these subordinate posts, many
of which were mere sinecures, were gratuitous, or that the salaries
were small ; the great charges and the second charges were very
valuable, for the caution money, or the price of the charge
guaranteed by the King, was 500,000 livres for the first gentlemen
of the chamber, and 400,000 for the first maitre d’hotel of the King.
These charges procured a large revenue to their holders. The
subordinate posts were relatively as profitable ; many of them
conferred the right of free domicile, board, and clothing (or livery).
Thus, the captain of the King’s greyhounds received 2500 livres
a year, exclusive of perquisites; the keeper of the fancy dogs had
a salary of 13500 livres and 200 livres for livery. The four
apothecaries of the King, serving in rotation, received a salary of
1000 livres and 600 livres indemnity for their horse ; their four
assistants, whom Moliére held up to such ridicule in his comedies,
had only 200 livres each, but various perquisites brought their pay
up to 400 livres, exclusive of the right of having a shop in Paris,
The ordinary servants, as well as those who occupied the higher
functions, had bouche & cour; that is to say, they were lodged and
boarded at the King’s expense. The very sweeper, with wages of
only 350 livres, was well off, for he only had to work two or three
hours a day, and the relative value of money has increased very
much during the last hundred years. Thus the functions which
appeared to be the most humble were much sought after, and looked
upon as honourable by persons of gentle or even noble birth, and in
1735 one of the two chairmen of the King was the Sieur Jacques
Calabre de Perrault, who received wages of 600 livres paid out of
the privy purse, and an indemnification of 200 livres out of the
royal treasury.
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military was even more costly than his civil household. No exact
calculation has ever been made of the general expenditure of the
King's household. The most economical ministers, such as Colbert,
his nephew, the controller-general Desmarets, never succeeded in
making both ends meet. The receipts amounted to forty-nine
million livres in 1709, and in the early part of 1715 the financial
requirements of the treasury were so pressing that it was necessary
to negotiate bills for thirty-two millions in order to obtain a fourth of

Fig. r2.—Grand. Veneur (Huntsman) Fig. 13. —Grand-Lewvetier, or Master of the Woll-
Duc de Penthitvre, 17370 hownds (Comiz d"Havssonville, 1780,

that sum in specie. Louis XIV., a few months after this ruinous
loan, left debts amounting to nearly three milliards of livres. Yet no
diminutions were ever made in the charges of the Court ; not a single
kennelman was dismissed, there was not one turnspit the less in the
kitchen, nor one upholsterer’'s man the less in the King’'s chamber.
When Louis XV. was but five years of age, his civil household
was as complete and well organized as that of his predecessor had
been, and awaited his majority to serve him with the usual amount of
ceremony. The Duchesse de Ventadour, the governess of the young
King, under the superintendence of the Duc de Bourbon, was
absorbed in the important functions which Louis XIV. had confided
to her. Moufle d’Angerville, one of the most impartial historians of
that reign, says : “She was of a mild and yet resolute disposition ;
she was passionately fond of her royal pupil, and her attention to him
resembled rather that of a tender mother than of an ambitious
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of great skill, and whose lessons were very eagerly looked forward to
by the young Prince, received 2000 livres. This was not nearly so
much as the dancing-master got, for he received a salary of 2000
livres, 2000 livres as a gratification, and 36oc livres by way of
indemnity. The King was very fond of dancing, and soon became
the best dancer at the Court.

He readily learnt anything that tended to increase the grace of his
manners and the charm of his person, and he would have been one of
the most attractive of lads but for the melancholy and preoccupied
look which never left him. His natural quickness was never culti-
vated, nor was any effort made to overcome his slothfulness of mind
and his indolent memory. “Mind the King's health,” the doctors
were always saying, and all the household took up the parrot cry.
These suspicions were directed against the Duc d'Orleans who did
not deign to take any notice of them. Still there was much real
anxiety felt as to the King’s health ; notably in 1721, when he had a
very bad throat complaint. Immediately it was said that he had been
poisoned, and of course it was the regent who had committed the
crime, *“ The Duc d’'Orleans,” says Saint Simon, “ behaved in such
a simple and proper manner during the King's illness, that he raised
himself a great deal in the estimation of the public; his uneasi-
ness was natural, but not overdone . . . . He took care never to say
that he thought the King either better or worse than he really was, so
that it might not be said that his fears were too true, or his hopes of
evil omen.” The truth is, that he never had any wish to occupy the
throne. The King got well, and it was easy to see that the French
still felt the same affection and respect for their Sovereigns. “It
would be impossible to describe,” wrote Duclos, “the transports of
joy succeeding to a general feeling of consternation which the King's
convalescence excited. There was no need to stimulate their loyalty.
People were dancing and feasting in the streets. The tradespeople
took their meals at their doors and invited the passers-by to come
and partake of them; all Paris seemed to give a family feast every
day. This went on for two months; the foreigners shared our joy,
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and the Emperor