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1y PREFACE.

not seem to the editor to require more than slight
corrections.

In the chapters dealing with religion and mytho-
logy, it was not to be expected that the writers could
avoid treading upon controversial ground; but as
almost every proposition upon these matters is dis-
puted by some one, it was not possible to adopt the
plan of putting forward only those facts and theories
which may be considered as established. Some dis-
puted points are discussed in the Appendix. Even
on the subject of language the views of one (small)
school of philologists had to be relegated in like
manner to the Appendix.

So far for the character of the alterations upon the
first edition. The new matter introduced, whenever
it has not been of the nature of a correction of the
old, has been aimed in the direction of making more
clear the processes through which the human mind
has gone in the acquisition of each fresh capacity—
more clear the extent to which each successive phase
of pre-historic life has been built upon the preceding
more clear the process by which mankind

phase
seems to have gone through the stages of language-
formation, and so forth. This has been the direction
in which the editor has sought to improve upon the
earlier edition : rather than in loading his pages by a
oreater accumulation of facts, to make the relation-
ship of the various facts to one another plainer and
more easy to remember; in one word, to appeal to
the reason much more than to the memory.

This is by no means the principle on which a great












viii PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

that early stage when workers are too busy in the
various branches of the subject to spare much time
for a comparison of the results of their labours: when,
one may say, fresh contributions are pouring in too
fast to be placed upon their proper shelves in the
storehouse of our knowledge. In such a state of
things the reader who is not a specialist is under
peculiar disadvantages for a discovery of what has
been done. He stands bewildered, like the sleeping
partner in a firm, to whom no one—though he is after
all the true beneficiary—explains the work which is
passing before his eyes.

It will not be thought a misplaced object to attempt
some such explanation, and that is the object of the
following chapters. And as at some great triumph of
mechanism and science—a manufactory, an obser-
vatory, an ironclad,—a junior clerk or a young
engineer is told off to accompany the intelligent
visitor and explain the workings of the machinery;
or as, if the simile serve better, in those cities which
are sought for their treasures of art and antiquity, the
lower class of the population becomie self-constituted
into guides to beauties which they certainly neithet
helped to create nor keep alive ; so this book offers
itself to the interested student as a guide over some
parts of the ground covered by pre-historic inquiry,
without advancing pretensions to stand beside the
works ‘of specialists in that field. The peculiar
objects kept in view have been, to put the reader in
possession of (1) the general results up to this time
attained, the chief additions which pre-historic science
has made to the sum of our knowledge, even if this
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spiritual nature—nourished, that is, not by material
meats and drinks, but by zdeas—look down upon the
lot of man, they must be before everything amazed at
the complaints of poverty which rise up from every
side. When every stone on which we tread can yield

a history, to follow up which is almost the work of a
lifetime ; when every word we use is a thread leading
back the mind through centuries of man’s life on
earth ; it must be confessed that, for riches of any
but a material sort, for a wealth of ideas, the mind’s

nourishment, there ought to be no lack.
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THE DAWN OF HISTORY.

history, We can watch this progress through a brief interval
—for the period over which real, continuous authentic
history extends; and beyond that is a twilight space,
wherein, amid many fantastic shapes of mere tradition or
mythology, here and there an object or an event stands out
more clearly, lit up by a gleam from the sources of more
certain knowledge which we possess.

To draw with as much accuracy as may be the outline of
these shapes out of the past is the business of the pre-
historic student ; and to assist him in his task, what has he?
First, he has the Bible narrative, wherein some of the chief
events of the world’s history are displayed, but at uncertain
distances apart. Then we have the traditions preserved in
other writings, in books, or on old temple stones—in these
the truth has generally to be cleared from a mist of allegory,
or at least of mythology. And, lastly, besides these con-
scious records of times gone by, we have other dumb
whose makers
are long since forgotten, old tools or weapons, buried for
thousands of years, to come to light in our days; and
again, old words, old beliefs, old customs, old arts, old
forms of civilization which have been unwittingly handed
down to us, can all, if we know the art to interpret their
language, be made to tell us histories of the antique world.
It is, then, no uninteresting study by which we learn how to
make these silent records speak. ¢Of man’s activity and
attainment,’ Carlyle finely says, ‘the chief results are aeriform,
mystic, and preserved in tradition only : such are his Forms
of Government, with the Authority they rest on; his
Customs or Fashions both of Cloth-habits and Soul-habits ;
much more his collective stock of Handicrafts, the whole
Faculty he has acquired of manipulating nature—all these
things, as indispensable and priceless as they are, cannot in

memorials, old buildings—cities or temples
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life, and have constituted a more permanent system of
society., Whether under pressure from without, the pressure
of hostile nationalities, or only from the growth of a higher
conception of social life, the nation has had to rise from out
of a mere collection of tribes, until the head of the family
has become the king—the rude tents of early days have
grown into houses and temples, and the pens of their sheep-
folds grown into walled cities, such as Corinth or Athens or
Rome. Such changes as these must be completed before
history comes to be written ; and with such changes as these,
and with a thousand others, changes and growths in Art, in
Poetry, in Manufactures, in Commerce, and in Laws, the
pre-historical student has to deal. On all these subjects we
shall have something to say.

Before, however, we enter up@n any one of these it is
right that we remind the reader—and remind him once for
all—that our knowledge upon all these points is but partial
and uncertain, and never of such a character as will allow
us to speak with dogmatic assurance. QOur information can
necessarily never be direct; it can only be built upon
inferences of a higher or lower degree of probability. It
is, however, a necessity of our minds that from whatever
information we possess we must form an unbroken panorama
—imagination has no place for unfilled blanks ; and we may
form our picture freely and without danger of harm, so long
as we are ready to modify or enlarge it when more knowledge
15 forthcoming. As the eye can in a moment supply the
deficiencies of some incompleted picture, a landscape of
which it gets only a partial glance, or a statue which has lost
a feature, so the mind selects from its knowledge those facts
which form a continuous story, and loses those which are
known only as isolated fragments.

Set a practised and an unpractised draughtsman to draw
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a circle, and we may witness how differently they go to work.
The second never takes his pencil off the paper, and pro-
duces his effect by one continuous line, which the eye has
no choice but at once to condemn as incomplete. The wiser
artist proceeds by a number of short consecutive strokes,
splitting up, as it were, his divergence over the whole length
of the figure he is drawing, and so allows the eye, or perhaps
one should rather say the mind, by that faculty it has, to
select the complete figure which it can conceive more easily
than express. No one of the artist’s strokes is the true
fraction of a circle, but the result is infinitely more satis-
factory than if he had tried to make his pencil follow un-
swervingly the curve he wished to trace. Or again, notice
how a skilful draughtsman will patch up by a number of
small strokes any imperf@ct portion of a curve he is draw-
ing, and we have another like instance of this selective
faculty of the eye or of the mind. Just in the same way is it
with memory. Our ideas must be carried on continuously,
we cannot afford to remember /acune, mere blank spaces.
In the Bible narrative, for example, wherein, as has before
been said, certain events of the world’s history are related
with distinctness, but where as a rule nothing is said of the
times which intervened between them, we are wont to make
very insufficient allowance for these unmentioned periods,
and form for ourselves a rather arbitrary picture of the real
course of things, fitting two events on to one another which
were really separated by long ages. To correct this view,
to enlarge the series of known facts concerning the early
history of the human race, comes in pre-historic inquiry ;
and again, to correct the picture we now form, doubtless
fresh information will continue to pour in. All this is no
reason why we should pronounce our present picture to
be untrue; it is only incomplete. We must be always
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ready to enlarge 1t, and to fill in the outlines, but still
we can only remember the facts which we have already
acquired, if we look at them, not as fragments only, but
as a complete whole.

In representing, therefore, throughout the following
chapters, the advance of the human race in the discovery
of all those arts and faculties which go to make up civil-
ization in the light of a continuous progress, it will not
be necessary to pause and remind the reader in every case
that these steps of progress which seem to spread themselves
out so clearly before us have been made In an uncertain
manner, sometimes rapidly, sometimes very slowly and
painfully, sometimes by immense strides, sometimes by con-
tinual haltings and goings backwards and forwards. It
will be enough to say here, once for all, that our history
must be thought of as a history of events rather than a
strictly chronological one; just as the geological periods
are not measured by days and years, but by the mutations
through which our solid-seeming earth has passed.

First we turn to what must needs be our earliest inquiry
—the search after the oldest traces of man which have
The earliest been found upon the earth. It has been said
traces of that one of the first fruits of knowledge is to
man.  show us our own Iignorance; and certainly
in the early history of the world and of man there is
nothing which science points out so clearly as the vast
silent periods whereof until recently we had no idea. It is
difficult for us of the present age to remember how short
a time it is since all our certain knowledge, touching the
earth on which we live, lay around that brief period of its
existence during which it had come under the notice and
the care of man,
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—

When all we knew of Europe, and especially of our own
islands, belonged to the comparatively short time during
which they have been known to history, we had in truth
much to wonder at in the political changes these countries
were seen to have undergone ; and our imaginations could
be busy with the contrast between the unchanged features of
our lands and seas and the ever-varying character of those
who dwelt upon or passed over them. It is interesting to
think that on such a river bank or on such a shore Caesar
or Charlemagne have actually stood, and that perhaps the
grass or flowers or shells under their feet looked just the
same as they do now, that the waves beat upon the strand
in the same cadence, or the water flowed by with the same
trickling sound. But when we open the pages of geology,
we have unrolled before us a history of the earth itself,
extending over periods compared with which the longest
epoch of what is commonly called history seems scarcely
more than a day, and of mutations in the face of nature so
grand and awful that as we reflect upon them, forgetting for
an instant the enormous periods required to bring these
changes about, they sound like the fantastic visions of some
seer, telling in allegorical language the history of the
creation and destruction of the world.

Of such changes, not the greatest, but the most interest-
ing to the question we have at present in hand, were those
vicissitudes of climate which followed upon the time when
the formation of the crust of the earth had been practically
completed. We learn of a time when, instead of the
temperate climate which now favours our country, these
islands, with the whole of the north of Europe, were wrapped
in one impenetrable sheet of ice. The tops of our mountains,
as well as of those of Scandinavia and the north of conti-
nental Europe, bear marks of the scraping of this enormous
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glacier, which must have risen to a height of two or three
thousand feet. Not a single green thing, therefore, might
be seen between our latitudes and the pole, while the ice
sheet, passing along the floor of the North Sea, united these
1slands with Scandinavia and spread far out into the deep
waters of the Atlantic. For thousands of years such a state
of things endured, but at last it slowly passed away. As
century followed century the glacier began to decrease in
size. From being colder than that of any explored portion
of our hemisphere, the climate of northern Europe began to
amend, until at last a little land became wisible, which was
covered first with lichens, then with thicker moss, and then
with grass ; then shrubs began to grow, and they expanded
into trees and the trees into forests, while still the ice-sheet
went on decreasing, until now the glaciers remained only in
the hills. Animals returned from warmer climates to visit
our shores. The birds and beasts and fishes of the land
and sea were not much different from those which now
inhabit there ; the species were different, but the genera
were for the most part the same. Everything seemed to
have been preparing for the coming of man, and 1t is about
this time that we find the earliest traces of his presence
upon earth.’

We may try and imagine what was the appearance of the
world, and especially of Europe—for it is in Europe that
most of these earliest traces of our race have as yet been
found, though all tradition and likelihood point out man’s
first home to have been in Asia—when we suppose that
man first appeared upon these western shores. At this
time the continent of Europe stood at a higher level than
it does now. The whole of the North Sea, even between
Scotland and Denmark, is not more than fifty fathoms, or

1 See Appendix.
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moth (Zlephas primigenius, in the language of the natu-
ralists), a huge, maned elephant, whose skeleton and gigantic
tusks are conspicuous in some of our museums, and who
has given his name to this the earliest age of man’s exist-
ence: it is called the Mammoth Age of man. With the
mammoth, too, lived other species of animals, which are
either now extinct, or have since been driven from our
latitudes ; the woolly rhinoceros, the cave lion, the cave
bear, the Lithuanmian bison, the urus, the reindeer, and the
musk-ox. It 1s with the remains of these animals, near the
ancient banks of these great rivers, that we find the earliest
tools and weapons manufactured by human hands.

The earliest of all the known remains of human-kind are
the implements which are found deposited in the ancient

Implements beds of rivers. Now flooded by melting snow
of the river Into huge lakes and now again drained off
drift. ' by the sudden bursting of a bound, it was
natural that these great streams should often change their
course, and often dig out huge areas of soil from the land
upon their banks. In doing so they sometimes dug out the
implements which earlier generations of men had left behind
them on the surface of the soil, and which a few years
would be enough to cover with mould and hide from sight.
Then carrying along these implements of flint, they have
deposited them in great beds of sand and gravel, some-
where in their ancient course.

We have no means of measuring the time which may have
elapsed since these stone weapons and tools were made,
And we need not speak here of the geological changes which
must have passed over the surface of the earth since they
were deposited upon it. All we know is that, after the great
streams flowing through wide valleys have dug these imple-
ments from under the earth which time had heaped over
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them, carried them along and deposited them once more
amid sand and pebbles in a bed upon some point of its
course, the river must through long subsequent years have
cut so much deeper into the valley through which it flowed,
and at the same time probably so shrunk in its bed, that
these river drifts, as they are called, stand in many cases
fifty, eighty, a hundred feet above the level of the present
stream. It 1s because they are found in the beds made
by the ancient rivers, that the implements of this period
are called drif? implements.

The river Quse, of which we spoke just now, which,
though to-day a small river, drains a large and level country
as it runs through the counties of Bedford, Huntingdon,
and Cambridge, has been one of the most prolific in this
class of pre-historic remains. Another river which still
better deserves to be remembered in this respect is the
Somme in the north of France. For it was in the beds of
this stream, by Abbeville and Amiens, that the drift
implements were first discovered, or first recognized for
what they really are, the earliest traces of human labour ; and
it was here that the foundation was laid for this branch of
pre-historic study by M. Boucher de Perthes. This was
forty-one years ago, in 1847.

These drift implements, then, form a class apart—apart
even from all other stone implements made by man, and
probably earlier than any other class. Very simple and
rude are these drift implements. It would require a skilled
eye to detect any difference between most of them and a
flint which had only been chipped by natural means. But
the first thing to remember is, that the makers of these
implements had nothing but other still ruder materials to
help them in this manufacture of theirs. Metals of all
kinds were as yet utterly unknown to man.
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We who are so habituated to the employment of metal,
either in the manufacture or the composition of every article
which meets our eye, can scarcely realize that man lived
long ages on the earth before the metals and minerals, its
hidden treasures, were revealed to him. This pen I write
with 1s of metal, or, were it a quill, it would still have been
shaped by the use of steel ; the rags of which this paper is
made up have been first cut by metal knives, then bleached
by a mineral (chlorine), then torn on a metal cylinder, then
thrown into a vat which was either itself of metal or had
been shaped by metal tools, then drawn on a wire-cloth, etc.
And so it 1s with everything which is made nowadays. We
can scarcely think of any single manufacture in which is not
traceable the paramount influence of man’s discoveries
beneath the surface of the ground. But primitive man
could profit by no such inherited knowledge, and had only
begun to acquire some powers which he could transmit to
his own descendants. For his tools he must look to the
surface of the earth only; and the hardest substances he
could find were stones. Not only during the period of
which we are now speaking, but for hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of years lasted man’s ignorance of the metals,
ignorance therefore of all that the metals could produce
for him. The long age of this state of ignorance is dis-
tinguished in pre-history by the name of the Stone Age,
because the hardest things then known to mankind were
stones, and the most important of his implements and
utensils had therefore to be made of stones.

There can be no harm if we so far anticipate our second
chapter as to say that this Stone Age is distinguished by
pre-historic students into two main periods : (1) the age in
which all the stone implements were made exclusively by
chipping, (2) the age in which grinding or polishing was
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the hand ; and secondly, of a sort of oval form, chipped all
round the edge, capable of being fitted into a wooden
haft, a cleft stick or whatever it might be, to form an
implement which might be used for all sorts of cutting or
scraping. A varlety of this last implement, of rather a
tongue-like shape, was called by the French workmen who
worked under M. Boucher de Perthes, langue-de-chat, These
might serve the purpose of spear-heads. Some have sup-
posed that stones of this last form were used, as similar
ones are used by the Esquimaux to this day, in cutting holes
in the ice for the purpose eof fishing : we must not forget
that during at any rate a great part of the early stone age
the conditions of life were those of arctic countries at the
present time. A third variety of stone implements is made
of thinner flakes, and capable of being used as a knife.*
We cannot determine all the uses to which primitive man
must have put his rude and ineffective weapons; we can
only wonder that with such he was able to maintain his
existence among the savage beasts by which he was sur-
rounded ; and we long to form to ourselves some picture of
the way in which he got the better of their huge strength, as
well as of his dwelling-place, his habits, and his appearance.
Rude as his weapons are, and showing no trace of improve-
ment, it seems as though man of the drift period must have
lived through long ages of the world’s history, These
implements are found associated with the remains of the
mammoth and the woolly rhinoceros, animals naturally
belonging to the arctic or semi-arctic climate which suc-
ceeded the glacial era; but like implements are found,
associated with the remains of the bones of the lion, the

* Mr. Evans in his Stone Jmplements of Great Brifain divides those
of the River Drift into Flakes, Pointed Implements, and Sharp-rimmed
Implements.
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condition of life is the zenafory condition. He is at first a
mere hunter (or frapper) and fisherman. He begins without
the use of any domestic animal. He has not even the dog,
at first, to help him in his hunting ; much less has he
cattle or sheep to vary his occupation in life. With the
rest of the animal creation he is constantly at war. He
preys upon other animals, and other animals, if they can, prey
upon him. Wherefore, as I have said, his earliest tools are
likewise his weapons, his weapons are his tools ; and the
arts of peace and war are undistinguishable.

The next distinct stage of life is the pastoral stage. Man
has now his domesticated animals ; he has cattle and sheep
and horses maybe. Tending his flocks and herds is now
his chief occupation, But this tending implies profecting
them and himself. And still, though some of his imple-
ments are for peaceful use—his crooks, his goads, his
lassoes, his bridles, his hurdles and sheep-pens, or, again,
his needles for sewing together the hides which form his
clothes—still meos# are for war. Yet, if any distinction is
possible, his weapons should now be those of defence rather
than those of offence,

The third great stage is the agricultural—a stage of hfe
at which all civilized nations and many which can hardly be
called civilized have arrived ; when man ploughs and sows,
and reaps, plants vines and orchards. Then most of the
implements used in these industries, the implements on
which therefore his nourishment depends, are wholly dis-
tinct from the weapons of war, and the peaceful existence
has become (as the phrase is) dijfferentiated from the warlike,
This is the token of a higher civilization,

At present we are far from such a stage of progress in
the history of man. The cave-dwellers were, we may be sure,
in the hunting and fishing stage of civilization ; and we
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upon the earth; so that we have the most positive proof
that man lived the contemporary of animals long since
extinct. The cave of La Madeleine, in the Dordogne, for
instance, contained a piece of a mammoth’s tusk engraved
with an outline of that animal; and as the mammoth was
probably not contemporaneous with man during the latter
part even of the old-stone age, this gives an immense
antiquity to the first dawnings of art. How little could the
scratcher of this rough sketch—for it is not equal in skill to
drawings which have been found in other caves—dream of
the interest which his performance would excite thousands
of years after his death ! Not the greatest painter of sub-
sequent times, and scarcely the greatest sculptor, can hope
for so near an approach to immortality for their works.
Had man’s bones been only found in juxtaposition with
those of the mammoth and his contemporary animals, this
might possibly have been attributed to chance disturbances
of the soil, to the accumulation of river deposits, or to many
other accidental occurrences; or had the mammoth’s bone
only been found worked by man, there was nothing positive
to show that the animal had not been long since extinct,
and this a chance bone which had come into the hands of
a later inhabitant of the earth, just as it has since come into
our hands ; but the actual drawing of this old-world, and as
it sometimes seems to us almosi fabulous, animal, by one
who actually saw him in real life, gives a strange picture of
the antiquity of our race, and withal a strange feeling of
fellowship with this stone-age man who drew so much in
the same way as a clever child among us might have drawn
to-day.!

I Most of these carved implements were discovered by Mr. Christy
and M, Lartet, and left by the former to the French Museum of Pre-
historic Antiquities at St. Germains. Exact copies of these in plaster,
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magicians could make a figure in wax to imitate the
one on whom they wished to wreak their vengeance, and
that all the pains inflicted upon this waxen antitype were
reproduced in the body of the vietim. On such confusion
of 1deas do all idolatries rest. So may we not, without too
bold a flight, imagine that some superstitious notions,
touching the efficacy of these drawings, was a spur to the
industry of our first forerunners on the earth, and con-
tributed to their wonderfully acquired skill in their art?
May they not have thought that their representations gave
them some power over the animals they represented : that
the lance-head carved with a mammoth would be efficient
against the mammoth’s hide; that the harpoon containing
the representation of a deer or a fish was the weapon
best adapted for transfixing either ?1

However this may be, we cannot close our eyes to the
interest which attaches to the first dawnings of art-in the
world. Nor is this interest confined altogether to its
@®sthetic side—the mere beauty and value of art itself—great
though this be. Not only does drawing share that mysteri-
ous power of imparting intense pleasure which belongs to
every form of art, but it was likewise, after human speech,
the first discovered means of conveying an idea from one
man to another. As we shall come to see in a later chapter,
the invention of drawing bore with it the seeds of the inven-
tion of writing, the greatest step forward, in material things
at any rate, that man has ever made.

There is one other fact to be mentioned, and then the
information which our cave discoveries can give us concern-
ing the life of man in those days is pretty nearly exhausted.
Traces of fires have been found in several caves, so that there
can be no doubt that man had made this important discovery,

! See Appendix.
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skull and other parts of the skeleton were exhibited at a
sclentific meeting at Bonn, in the same year, doubts were
expressed as to the human character of the remains. These
doubts, which were soon dissipated, arose from the very low
type of the head, which was pronounced by many to be the
most ape-like skull that they had ever seen. The bones
themselves indicated a person of much the same stature as
a European of the present day, but with such an unusual
thickness in some of them as betokened a being of very
extraordinary strength. This discovery, had it been sup-
ported by others, might have seemed to indicate a race of
men of a type inferior even to the most savage races of our
present globe. But it has not been so supported. On the
contrary, another skull found at Engis, near Liége, not more
than seventy miles from the cave of the Neanderthal, was
proved after careful measurements not to differ materially
from the skulls of individuals of the European race—a fact
which prevents us from making any assertions respecting
the primitive character in race or physical conformation of
these cave-dwellers. Indeed, in a very careful and elaborate
paper upon the Engis and Neanderthal skulls, Professor
Huxley places an average skull of a modern native of
Australia about half-way between those of the Neanderthal
and Engis caves ; but he also says that after going through a
large collection of Australian skulls, he ‘found it possible to
select from among these crania two (connected by all sorts
of intermediate gradations), the one of which should very
nearly resemble the Engis skull, while the other should
somewhat less closely approximate to the Neanderthal
skull in form, size, and proportions.” And yet as regards
blood, customs, or language, the natives of Southern and
Western Australia are as pure and homogeneous as almost
any race of savages in existence. This shows us how
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So we may imagine man spreading out at various times
and in many different streams from his first home in Asia,
The earlier races to leave this nursing-place did not, we
may suppose, contain sufficient force to carry them beyond
a low level of culture; very likely they sank in civilization
and in the end got pushed on one side by more energetic
people who came like a second wave from the common
source. When, in the history of the world, we come to speak
of races of whom we know more, we shall see strong reasons
to believe that this was the rule followed ; nay, it is even
followed at the present day, where European races are
spreading over all the world, and gradually absorbing or
extinguishing inferior members of the human family. We

* must, therefore, in our present state of ignorance, be con-

tent to look upon paleolithic man merely as we find him,
and not to advance vague surmises whether he gradually
advanced to the use of better stone weapons, and at last to
metals, or whether he was extinguished by subsequent races
who did thus advance.
Taking, then, this race as we find it, without speculating
upon its 1mmediate origin or future, we may endeavour
The life of to gather some notion of man’s way of life
palzolithic in these primitive times. It was of the simplest.
man.- We may well suppose, for some proofs to the
contrary would otherwise most likely have been discovered,
that his life was that of the hunter, which is, it has been said,
generally the earliest phase of human society, and that he
had not yet learned to till the ground, or to keep domestic
animals for his use. No bones of animals like the sheep or
dog are found among pal®olithic remains, and therefore it
seems probable that paleolithic man had not yet entered
upon the next and higher phase, the pastoral life. He had
probably no fixed home, no idea of nationality, scarcely
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such are the cave lion, cave bear, cave hymna, brown
bear, grizzly bear, mammoth, woolly rhinoceros, urus,
bison, and such rarities (with us) as the reindeer, the
Irish elk, and the beaver,

Some people have thought that they discovered in the
traces of fires which had been sometimes lighted before
caves in which were found human skeletons, the indication
of sepulchral rites, and that these caves were used as burial-
places. But these suppositions are too vague and uncertain
to be relied upon. It may, however, be said that we have
evidence pointing to the fact that evenin the drift period
men buried their dead, and it is hardly possible to believe
that they did so without paying some obsequies to the
remains. On this interesting subject of sepulchral rites we
must forbear to say anything until we come to speak of the
second stone age. Our knowledge of the early stone-people
must close with the slight picture we have been able to form
of their life ; of their death, of their rites of the dead, and
the ideas concerning a future state which these might
indicate, we cannot speak.

This, then, is all we know of man of the first stone age,
and it 1s not probable that our knowledge will ever be
greatly increased. New finds of these stone implements
are being made almost every day, not in Europe only,
though at present chiefly there, but in many other parts
of the globe. But the new discoveries closely resemble
the old, the same sort of implements recur again and
again, and we only learn by them over how great a part
of the globe this stage in our civilization extended. Further
information of this kind may change some of our theories
concerning the duration or the origin of this civilization, but
it will not add much to our knowledge of its nature. Yet
it cannot be denied that the thought of man’s existence
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CHAPTER II.
THE SECOND STONE AGE.

BeETwEEN the earlier and the later stone age, between man
of the drift period and man of the neolithic era, occurs a
The age of Vast blank which we cannot fill in. We bid
polished  adieu to the primitive inhabitants of our earth
Stone. while they are still the contemporaries of the
mammoth and woolly rhinoceros, or of the cave lion and the
cave bear, and while the very surface of the earth wears a
different aspect from what it now wears. With a changed
condition of things, with a race of animals which differed
not essentially from those known to us, and with a settled
conformation of our lands and seas not again to be departed
from, comes before us the second race of man—man of the
polished stone age. We cannot account for the sudden
break ; or, what is in truth the same thing, many different
suggestions to account for it have been made. Some have
supposed that the palzolithic men lived at a time anterior
to the last glacial era, for there were many glacial periods
in Europe, and were either exterminated altogether or
driven thence to more southern countries by the change in
climate. Others have imagined that a new and more
cultivated race migrated into these countries, and at once
introduced the improved weapons of the later stone age;
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mounds consist for the most part of myriads of cast-away
shells of oysters, mussels, cockles, and other shell-fish ;
mixed up with these are not a few bones of birds and
quadrupeds, showing that these also served for food to the
primitive dwellers by the shell mounds. The mounds are
called in the present day kjokken-moddings, kitchen-
middens. They have been chiefly found in Denmark.
They are, in truth, the refuse heaps of the earliest kitchens
which have smoked in these northern regions ;' for they
are the remains of some of the earliest among the polished-
stone age inhabitants of Europe. So primitive are the
weapons of the Danish kitchen-middens, that they have
sometimes been classed with the old stone age implements.
But I believe some traces of grinding if not of polishing
have been found on them. And at any rate the mammalia
contemporary with the kitchen-midden men are very different
from those of the drift or of the caves.

The raisers of these refuse mounds were, we may judge,
pre-eminently fishers ; and not generally fishers of that
adventurous kind who seek their treasure in the depths of
the ocean. They lived chiefly upon those smaller fish and
shell-fish which could be caught without much difficulty or
danger. Yet not only on these; for the bones of some
deep-sea fish have also been discovered, whence we know
that these mound-raisers were possessed of the art of
navigation, though doubtless in a most primitive form.
Among remains believed to be contemporary with the shell
mounds are found canoes not built of planks, as our boats
and as most canoes are nowadays, but merely hollowed out
of the trunks of trees; sometimes these canoes are quite

1 Tt is curious that there are no remains in Scandinavia which can
with certainty be called palzolithic. It would seem as though during
this era the countries remained too cold for habitation,
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Sooner or later, with much risk of life, men are sure to try
and explore its solitudes, and navigation takes its rise.
This art of seafaring, then, 1s amongst the most noticeable
of the belongings of the fishermen of the shell mounds.
Considering that they had none but rude stone imple-
ments, the felling and hollowing of trees must have
been an affair of no small labour, and very likely occupied
a great deal of their time when they were not actually
secking their food, even though the agency of fire supple-
mented the ineffectual blows of their stone weapons. They
probably used nets for their sea-fishing, made most likely of
twisted bark or grass. And they were hunters as well as
fishers, for it has been said that the remains of various animals
have been discovered on the shell mounds. From these
remains we see that the age of the post-glacial animals has
by this time quite passed away ; no mammoth, woolly rhino-
ceros, or cave lion or bear is found; even the reindeer,
which in palaolithic days must have ranged over France
and Switzerland, has retired to the north.

The fact is, the climate is now much more temperate and
uniform than in the first stone age. Then the reindeer
and the chamois, animals which belong naturally to regions
of ice and snow, freely traversed, in winter at least, the
valleys or the plains far towards the south of Europe.
But as the climate changed, the first was driven to the
extreme north of Europe, and the second to the higher
mountain peaks. The only extinct species belonging to the
shell mounds is the wild bull (dos primigenius), which how-
ever survived in Europe until quite historical times. His
remains appear in great numbers, as do those of the seal,
now very rare, and the beaver, which is extinct in Denmark,
No remains of any domesticated animal are found ; but the

! Both in Switzerland and in the neighbourhood of the Pyrenees.
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: ! The third stage gives us the auxiliary words joined on to
d the significant ones, and in their turn decaying to become
mere inflexions,

I have called this growth of inflexions the #iird stage.
It 1s the Zhird great stage in the formation of language,
and is the only other stage distinguishable when we are
examining what is called an inflected language. And all
the languages the general reader is likely to know belong
to this class. But when we turn to a wider study of the
J various tongues in use among mankind we find that ¢
process of forming inflexions is a very slow one, that it, in
its turn, has gone through many stages. And it is, in fact,
1' the different stages through which a language has passed '
I'. on its road to the formation of inflexions which settles the 1
" class in which it is to be placed among the various tongues
_ spoken by mankind.

L ;' We shall soon understand what are these further stages
. in language-formation. As far as we have been able to
1 see at present, the inflexion presents itself as something
| added on to the significant word to give it a varied mean-
ing. Itis evidently therefore part of a new process through
which language has to go after it has completed its original
stock of sounds, namely, the formation of fresh words by
joining together two others which already exist. This is
a process which, no doubt, in some shape or other, began
in the very earliest ages, and which is to this day going on
continually. The simpler form of it is the joining together

———
L
-

e

- ks i it A A s el
5 il i e e i el i - R it o S

l* two words which are significant when they stand alone to l
33 form a third word expressing a new idea; just as we have |
a1 joined ‘ant’ to ‘hill’ and formed a#n#-/4iZl, which is a different :
:,f idea than either anf or /Azl/ taken alone. In the words _il
Ih playful, joyful, again, we have the same process carried |
" rather further. The words mean simply play-full, ‘full of :
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introduced, and where words have been made up out of
combinations of the two. We see at once that with regard
to meaningless words the use of them would naturally be
fixed very much by tradition and custom; and whereas there
might be a great many words standing for anfand 4i/l, and
therefore a great many ways of saying ant-hill, for the
meaningless words, such as wnder and on, there would
probably be only a few words. The reason of this is very
plain. While all the separate synonyms for 4/ expressed
different ways in which it struck the mind, either as being
high, or large, or steep, or what not, for under and on, being
meaningless words not producing any picfure in the mind,
only one word apiece or one or two words could very well
be in use. So long as under and on were significant words,
meaning, perhaps, as we imagined, /ead of, or foot of, there
would be plenty of synonyms for them; but only one or
two out of all these would be handed down in their mean-

ingless forms. And it is this very fact which, as we have seen,

accounts for all the grammars of ail languages, every one of
those grammatical terminations which we know so well in
Latin and Greek, and German, having been originally nothing
else than meaningless words added on to modify the words
which still retained their meaning. We saw before that it
was much more natural for people to say ‘rock-on’ or
“hand-in’ than ‘on the rock’ or ‘in the hand’—because
rock and hand were the most important ideas and came
first into the mind, while o#, #n, etc., were only subsidiary
ideas depending upon the important ones. If we stop at
rock or hand without adding oz and #», we have still got
something definite upon which our thoughts can rest, but
we could not possibly stop at ¢z and zz alone, and have
any idea in our minds at all. It is plain enough therefore

that, though we say ‘on the rock,’ we must have the idea
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By separating the root from the ending in this way we may
the more easily detect the additions to the root, and their
meanings. As is the root expressing the idea of being,
existing ; »¢ 1s from a root meaning J (preserved in e,
Greek and Lat. me, moi, m[ich], etc.) ; so we get as-mi, am-I,
or I am. Then we may trace this form of word through a
number of languages connected with the Sanskrit. The most
important part of as-¢, the consonants, are preserved in the
Latin sum, I am, from which, by some further changes come
the French suis, the Italian sene : the same word appears in
our a-m, and in the Greek eimi (Doric esmi), I am. Next,
coming to the second word, we see one of the s's cut out,
and we get a-s4, in which the @ is the root, and the sz the
addition signifying #ou. To this addition correspond the
final 5’s in the Latin es, French es—#w ¢s, and the Greek efs
(Doric essi). So, again, in as-#, the # expresses he, and this
corresponds to the Latin es7, French est, the Greek esti, the
German #s#,; in the English the expressive # has been lost.
We will not continue the comparison of each word ; it will
be sufficient if we place side by side the same tense in
Sanskrit and in Latin,' and give those who do not know
Latin an opportunity of recognizing for themselves the tense
in its changed form in French or Italian :—

EncLisH. SANSKRIT. LiaTin.
Iam as-mi S,
thou art -5t 3 £5.
he is as-it est,
we are 's-mas SHTHLLS,
ye are "s-tha estis.
they are "s-anti sunt.

The plural of the added portion we see contains the letters
m-5, and if we split these up again we get the separate roots

! The reader who does not know Latin may easily recognize the
kindred forms in French, Italian, Spanish, etc.
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Of course, really to show the way in which these mean-
ingless additions have been made and come to be amalga-
mated with the root, we should have to take examples from
a great number of languages in different stages of develop-
ment. But we have thought it easier, for mere explanation,
to take only such languages as were likely to be familiar to
the reader, and even to supplement these examples with
imaginary ones—like ‘rock-on,’ ‘love-was-I,’ etc.—in Eng-
lish. For our object has been at first merely to give an
intelligible account of how language has been formed, of the
different stages it has passed through, and to leave to a
future time the question as to which languages of the globe
have passed through all these stages, and which have gone
part of their way in the formation of a perfect language.

Between the state of a language in which the meaning of *

all the separate parts of a word are recognized and that

state where they are entirely lost, there is an immense gap,
that indeed which separates the most from the least

advanced languages of the world.
Every language that is now spoken on the globe has gone
through the stage of forming meaningless words, and is
therefore possessed of words of both classes.

Monosyllabic  They no longer say * head-of-rock ’ or ¢foot-
language.

of-rock,’ but ‘ rock-on’ and ‘rock-under.” But
there are still known languages in which almost every
syllable is a word, and where grammar properly speaking is_
scarcely needed. For grammar, if we come to consider it
exactly, is the explanation of the meaning of those added
syllables or letters which have lost all natural meaning of
their own. If each part of the word were as clear and as
intelligible as ‘rock-on” we should have no need of a
grammar at all. A language of this sort is called a mono-
syllabic or a radical language, not because the people only
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dition, for such is the case with all the languages by which
we are surrounded.  All the tongues which the majority of us
are likely to study, almost all those which have any literature
at all, have arrived at this last stage, which is called the in-
flexional. For instance, though we might divide acfionis into
two parts acfio and nis, and say that the former contains
the essential idea, and the addition the idea implied by the
Hop genitive case, there are only a few Latin words with which
| such a process is possible, and even in the case of acfiv
the separation is somewhat misleading. In /Jeme the real
root is /Aem, and the genitive is not homo-nis but Aeminis.
So, again, though we were able to separate ‘asmi’ into two
| l parts—‘as’ and ‘mi’—one expressing the idea of being, the
| other the person ‘I, this distinction is the refinement of
' the grammarian, and would never have been recognized by
an ordinary speaker of Sanskrit, for whom ‘asmi’ simply
L meant ‘I am, without distinction of parts. In our ‘am’
the grammarian recognizes that the ‘a’ expresses existence,
; and the ‘m’ expresses I; but so completely have we lost
f IR sight of this, that we repeat the ‘I’ before the verb. Just
i I the same in Latin. No Roman could have recognized in
| the ‘s’ of swm ‘am’ and in the ‘m’ ‘I;’ for him sum i
J meant simply and purely ‘I am. It was no more separ- #
'3l & able in his eyes than the French éfes (Latin esfis) in zous 3%
¢fes is separable into a root ¢ es,’ contracted in the French
into ¢ &, meaning are, and an addition ‘tes’ signifying you.
This, then, is the last stage upon which language enters.
It is called the inflexional or inflected stage, because the =&
different grammatical changes are not now denoted by a
mere addition to an intelligible word, but by a change in the (
|
|
|
|
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word itself. The root may in many cases remain and be recog- =
nizable in its purity, but very frequently it is unrecognizable,
so that the different case- or tense-endings can no longer be
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the inflected stage may in time come to drop nearly all its
inflexions. This has been the case with English and French.
Both are descended from languages which had elaborate
grammars—the Saxon and the Latin ; but both, through an
admixture with foreign tongues and from other causes,
have come to drop almost all their grammatical forms. We
show our grammar only in a few changes in our ordinary
verbs—the second and third persons singular, Zkou goest, he
goes ; the past tense and the past participle, use, used ; buy,
bought, etc.; in further variations in our auxiliary verh
‘to be;’ by changes in our pronouns, /, ne, ye, you, who,
whom, etc. ; and by the ‘’s’ and s’ of the possessive
case and of the plural, and the comparison of adjectives.
The French preserve their grammar to some extent in their
pronouns, their adjectives, the plurals of their nouns, and in
their verbs. Instances such as these are cases of decay,
and do not find any place in the history of the growth of
language.

We now pass on to examine where the growth of language
has been fully achieved, where it has remained only stunted

and imperfect.
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root and the addition to the root have become so interwoven
as to be no longer distinguishable,

Of course, really to understand what these three condi-
tions are like, the reader would have to be acquainted with
some language in each of the three; but it is sufficient if
we get clearly into our heads that there are these stages of
language-growth, and that, further, each one of all the
languages of the world may be said to be in one of the
three. Our opportunities of tracing the history of languages
being so limited, we have no recorded instance of a lan-
guage passing out of one stage into another ; but when we
examine into these states they so clearly wear the appear-
ance of sfages that there seems every reason to believe that
a monosyllabic language might in time develop into an
agglutinative, and again from that stage into an inflexional,
language, if nothing stopped its growih.

But what, we may ask, are the causes which put a stop
to the free growth and development of language? One of
Arrest in the these causes is the invention of writing. Lan-

growth of guage itself is of course spoken language,

language. speech, and as such is subject to no laws save
those which belong to our organs of speaking and hearing,
No sooner is the word spoken than it is gone, and lives
only in the memory; and thus speech, though it may last
for centuries, dies, as it were, and comes to life again every
hour. It is with language as it is with those national songs
and ballads which, among nations that have no writing, take
the place of books and histories. The same poem or the
same tale passes from mouth to mouth almost unchanged
for hundreds of years, and yet at no moment is it visible
and tangible, nor for the most part of the time audible
even, but for these centuries lives on in men’s memories

only. So Homer’s ballads must have passed for several
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agan had only the same meaning as our past participle gone.’
S0 now we have two words really in the place of one, and
where formerly men would have said, ‘It is a long time
agone,’ or ‘ That man has lately agone, we now can say, ‘It
1s a long time 4go,’ ‘The man has lately gone” And we
may 1n any language watch this process of decay (phonetic
decay, as it is called) and regeneration (dialectic regeneration,
the philologists call it) ever going forward. We see, as it

were,—
*The hungry ocean gain
Advantage o’er the kingdom of the shore ;
And the firm soil win of the watery main
Increasing store with loss, and loss with store.’

The influence which keeps a language together, and tends
to make changes such as these as few as possible, is that of
writing. When once writing has been invented it is clear
that language no longer depends upon the memory only,
no longer has such a seemingly precarious tenure of life as
it had when it was no more than speech. The writing
remains a strong bulwark against the changes of time.
Although our written words are but the symbols of sound,
they are symbols so clear that the recollection of the sound
springs up in our minds the moment the written word
comes before our eyes. So it is that there are hundreds of
words in the English language which we should many
of us not use once in a lifetime, which are yet perfectly
familiar to us. All old-fashioned words which belong to
the /iterary language, and are never used now in common
life, would have been forgotten long ago except for writing.
The fact, again, that those provincialisms which make the
peasants of different counties almost mutually unintelligible
do not affect the intercourse of educated people, is owing
to the existence of a written language.

1 Agone is possibly from a stronger form dgan, ‘to pass away.’
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becoming inflexional. It is not always easy to say what the
hindering causes have been in any individual case ; but per-
haps, if we look at the difference between the last
two classes of language, we can get some idea of
what they might be for the class of agglutinative
languages as a whole. An inflexional language has quite
lost the memory of the real meaning of its inflexions—or
at least the real reason of them. We could give no reason
why we should not use dowg/t in the place of duy, arf in the
place of am, whom in the place of w/ho—no other reason
save that we have always been taught to use the words in
the position they take in our speech. But there was once
a time when the changes only existed in the form of addi-
tions having a distinct meaning. Even in agglutinative
languages these additions have a distinct meaning as ad-
ditions, or, in other words, if we were using an agglutina-
tive language we should be always able to distinguish the
addition from the root, and so should understand the pre-
cise effect of the former in modifying the latter. To
understand the use of words in an agglutinative language,
therefore, a great deal less of tradition and memory would
be required than are wanted to preserve an inflected
language. This really is the same as saying that for the
inflected language we must have a much more constant use ;

Turanian
languages.

and this again implies a greater intellectual life, a closer

bond of union among the people who speak it, than exists
among those who speak agglutinative languages.

Or if we look at the change from another point of view,
we can say that the cause of the mixing up of the root,
and its addition came at first from a desire to shorfen
the word and to save time—a desire which was natural
to people who spoke much and had much intercourse.
We may then, from these various considerations, conclude
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mountains to the far east. Another great class, closely
allied to these last, the Finnish tongues namely, once
spread across all the northern half of what is now European
Russia, and across North Scandinavia ; but the people who
spoke them have been gradually driven to the extreme north
by the Russians and Scandinavians. Lastly, a third division
is formed by those languages which belonged to the original
inhabitants of Hindustan before the greater part of the
country was occupied by the Hindus. These languages are
spoken of as the Dravidian class. The natural condition
of these various nations or peoples is, as we have said,
a nomadic state, a state in which agriculture is scarcely
known, though individual nations out of them have risen
to considerable civilization. And as in very early times
ancestors of ours who belonged to a race speaking an
inflexional language bestowed upon some part of these
nomadic people the appellation Zura, which means *the
swiftness of a horse, from their constantly moving from
place to place, the word Turanian has been applied to all
these various peoples, and the agglutinative languages are
spoken of generally as Turanian tongues.
And now we come to the last—the most important body
of languages—the inflected ; and we see that for it have
Aryan and Deen left all the more important nations and
Semitic languages of the world. Almost all the ¢his-
languages. toric’ people, living or dead, almost all the
more civilized among nations, come under this our last
division: the ancient Egyptians, Chaldzans, Assyrians,

Persians, Greeks, and Romans, as well as the modern
Hindus and the native Persians, and almost all the inhabi-

tants of Europe, with the countless colonies which these last
have spread over the surface of the globe. The class of

inflected languages is separated into two main divisions or
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once set about making a long list of words which are com-
mon to the two languages; and it would not be a bad
amusement for any reader just to turn over the leaves of a
dictionary and note how many German words (especially
of the common sort) they find that have a corresponding
word in English. The first thing we begin to see is the fact
that the consonants form, as it were, the bones of a word,
and that changes of a vowel are, as a rule, comparatively
unimportant provided these remain unaltered. The next
thing we see is that even the consonants do not generally
remain the same, but that in place of one such letter in one
language, another of a sound very like it appears in the
other language.

For instance, we soon begin to notice that ‘T’ in German
is often represented by * b’ in English, as Zzg becomes day ;
tochter, daughter ; breit, broad ; traum, dream ; weilen, ride ;
but sometimes by ‘TH’ in English, as zafer becomes father ;
mutter, mother. Again, ‘D’ In German is often equal to

‘TH' in English, as dorf, thorpe ; feder, feather; dreschen, |

thrash (thresk) ; drdngen, throng ; der (die), the ; das, that.

Now there is a certain likeness common to these three sounds,

‘T, ‘D,’ and ‘TH,’ as any one’s ear will tell him if he say ¢,
de, the. As a matter of fact they are all pronounced with
the tongue pressed against the teeth, only in rather different
places ; and in the case of the last sound, #4¢,' with a breath
or aspirate sent between the teeth at the same time. So
we see that, these letters being really so much alike in
sound, there is nothing at all extraordinary in one sound
becoming exchanged for another in the two languages. We
learn, therefore, to look beyond the mere appearance of the

! To get the full sound of the #%, this should be said not as we
pronounce our article 24e (which really has the sound die), but like the
first part of Thebes, theme, etc.
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relationship between eart/z and Aearth, which is exactly repro-
duced in the German Zrde and Herde! or the obsolete |
use of the word Zde for ‘time’ (the original meaning of the |
tides—the ‘times,’) in the expression ¢ Time and tide wait for
no man’! But in the Norse we have the same expression
7id og Time, which signifies exactly Macbeth’s ¢time and *
the hour.” And of course these words, our #ide, Norse 7id,
are the correspondants of the German ze¢/22 When once
we have detected how often the German z corresponds to
the English #—as in Zain, tooth ; Zeke, toe ; Zihlen, to tell
(¢.¢., to count) ; Zinn, tin—we have no difficulty in seeing
that our #wn may correspond to the German Zaun, a
hedge : and we guess, what is in fact the case, that the
original meaning of town was only an enclosed or empaled
place. The relationship of our fee to the German Fiek,
cattle, and the proof that the earliest money with us was
cattle-money, would, at first sight, be perhaps not so easily
surmised by a mere comparison of German and English 38
words. These are only one or two of the ten thousand
points of interest which rise up before us almost immediately
after we have, so to say, stepped outside the walls of our
own language into the domains of its very nearest relations.
Nor is the interest of this kind of comparison less
great very often in the case of proper names. The smaller
family—or, as we have used the word family to express
a large class of languages, let us say the branch to
which English and German belong—is called the Teutonic
branch. To that branch belonged nearly all those barbarian
nations who, towards the fall of the Roman empire, began
the invasion of her territoriés, and ended by carving out of
them most of the various states and kingdoms of modern
Europe. The best test we have of the nationalities :.*l.-'
these peoples, the best proof that they were connected by = |
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to support this conclusion, Here, of course, we have been
confining ourselves to one small dranck of a large family.
The road, the farther we go, is beset with greater difficulties
and dangers of mistake, and the student can do little unless
he is guided by fixed rules, which we should have to follow,
supposing we were able to carry on our inquiries into many
and distant languages. We may, to some extent, judge for
ourselves what some of these guiding rules must be.

Those words which we have instanced as being common
to English and German, both we and the Germans have got
by inheritance from an earlier language. Yet there are in
English hundreds of words which are not acquired by
inheritance from other languages, but merely by adoption ;
hundreds of words have been taken directly from the
Latin, or from the Latin through the French, or from
the Greek, and not derived from any early language which
was the parent of the Latin, Greek, and English. How
shall we distinguish between these classes of words? We
answer, in the first place, that the simpler words are almost
sure to be inherited, because people, in however rude a
state they were, could never have done without words to
express such everyday ideas as fo /lave, to be, to laugh, fo
make, to kill—I, thou, fo, for, and; whereas they might
have done well enough without words such as government,
Jiterature, sensation, expression, words which express either
things which were quite out of the way of these primitive
people, or commonish ideas in a somewhat grand and
abstract form.,

One of our rules, therefore, must be to begin by choosing
the commoner class of words, or, generally speaking, those
words which are pretty sure never to have fallen out of use,
and which therefore must have been handed down from

father to son.

-
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Semitic tongue. In its foundation, however, it was Semitic.
The earliest of the recorded kings of Egypt, Menes,
is believed to date back as far as soco B.C. Next in
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W antiquity come the Chaldzans, who have left behind them
| E great monuments in the ancient cities Erech and Ur, and
| l‘ their successors the Assyrians and Babylonians. Abraham,
i B himself, we know, was a Chaldaan, and from him descended

the Hebrew nation, who were destined to shed the highest |

honour on the Semitic race. Yet, so great may be the F

degeneration of some races and the rise of others, so great

may be the divisions which thus spring up between peoples

who were once akin, it is also true that all those peoples

whom the Children of Israel were specially commanded

to fight against and even to exterminate—the Canaanites,

the Moabites, and the Edomites—were likewise of Semitic

family. The Phcenicians are another race from the same

stock who have made their mark in the world. We know

how, coming first from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, they

led the way in the art of navigation, sent colonies to various

parts of the world, and foremost among these founded

Carthage, the rival and almost the destroyer of Rome.

QOur list of celebrated Semitic races must close with the

Arabs, the founders of Mohammedanism, the conquerors

at whose name all Europe used to tremble, whose kingdoms

3 once extended in an unbroken line from Spain to the banks

I of the Indus.

Such a list gives no mean place to the Semitic family of

/ nations ; but those of the Aryan stock are perhaps even

o more conspicuous. This family (which is some-

times called Japhetic, or descendants of Japhet)

includes the Hindus and Persians among Asiatic
nations, and almost all the peoples of Europe. It may

| seem strange that we English should be related not only Sl

i The Aryan
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be scwn., The beginning of such a separation was a dis-
tinction which arose between a part of the Aryan nation,
who stayed at the foot of the Hindoo-Koosh Mountains,
and in all the fertile valleys which lie there, and another
part which advanced farther into the plain. This latter
received the name Yawvanas, which seems to have meant
the protectors, and was probably given to them because
they stood as a sort of foreguard between the Aryans, who
still dwelt under the shadow of the mountains, and the
foreign nations of the plains. And now, their area being
enlarged, they began to separate more and more from one
another; while at the same time, as their numbers increased,
the space wherein they dwelt became too small for them
who had, out of one, formed many different peoples. Then
began a series of migrations, iIn which the collection of

‘tribes who spoke one language and formed one . people

started off to seek their fortune in new lands, and thus for
ever broke off association with their kindred and their old
Aryan home. One by one the different nations among
the Yavanas (the protectors) were infected with this new
spirit of adventure, and though they took different routes,
they all travelled westward, and arrived in Europe at
last.

A not improbable cause has been suggested of these
migrations. It is known that, in spite of the immense
volume of water which the Volga is daily pouring into i,
the Caspian Sea is gradually drying up, and it has been
conjectured as highly probable that hundreds of years ago
the Caspian was not only joined to the Sea of Aral, but
extended over a large district which is now sandy desert.!
The slow shrinking in its bed of this sea would, by de-
creasing the rainfall, turn what was once a fertile country

! See Chapter I.
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down to the very centre of the peninsula. Beyond the
Alps they extended as far as into Belgium, which formed
part of ancient Gaul. So much for the Kelts.

Another great family which left the Aryan home was that
from which descended the Greeks and Romans.! The
primitive ancestors of these two people have been called
the Pelasgians (Pelasgi), the name which the Greeks gave
to their own ancestors who lived in the days before the
name Hellenes was used for the Greek nationality. There
is evidence of a certain early civilization, which is believed
to have been that of these primitive Pelasgi, in the centre
of Asia Minor. And it seems probable that the line of
migration of this nationality passed to the south of the
Caspian Sea, then through Asia Minor, and finally, not all
at once, but in successive streams, some across the Helles-
pont or Dardanelles to the north of Italy and the north
of Greece, and some to the coast of Asia Minor, and across
by the islands of the Afgean to the mainland of Greece.
At every point upon the route there were left behind
remains—offshoots, as it were, or cuttings from the great
Pelasgic stem,—a primitive half-Greek stock in the centre
of Asia Minor, a barbareus half-Greek stock in Thrace and
Macedon ; while all along the coasts of Asia Minor and
the Greek Islands, and in the southern parts of European
Greece (more especially those which looked eastward) there
arose a much more cultivated race. For in these regions
the Greeks came in contact with the Pheenicians, and
gathered much from the civilizations of Egypt and Assyria.
If there were remains of a primitive Italian race in the

north of Italy these were (in subsequent, but still pre-historic

1 Or say, rather, the people of Italy. Only the Etruscans must prob-
ably be excepted from the category, and the Gauls, who subsequently
settled themselves in Cisalpine Gaul.
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history, almost all seem to have been of Teutonic origin.
The chief among these nationalities were the Goths—
divided into two great nationalities, the Visi-Goths (West
Goths), and the Ostro-Goths (East Goths), who successively
conquered Italy, and founded kingdoms in Italy, South
Aquitaine, and Spain. Then there were the Vandals, the
Burgundians, the Alani and the Suevi, who invaded Gaul
at the beginning of the fifth century, and passed on, some
of them, to found kingdoms in Spain and Africa. There
were the Lombards who succeeded the Ostro-Goths as
conquerors of Italy; the Franks who subdued the Bur-
gundians and the Visi-Goths ; the Bavarians who settled in
the Roman provinces of Vindelicia and Noricum, the
English (Saxons, Angles, and Jutes) who settled in the
Roman province of Britain. All these nations carved for
themselves new states out of the fragments of the Roman

empire, and these states have for the most part remained

unchanged till our day. And of all those other German
states, many of which were acquired by driving back the
Slavs (e.g. modern Saxony, Prussia), we need not speak here.
For we have already said what are the modern nations
which compose the Teutonic, or be it, for the words are
the same, the Deutsch, or Dutch family. They are the
Scandinavians—that is to say, the inhabitants of Sweden,
Norway, Denmark and Iceland, the English, the Dutch and
Flemings (most of the old Keltic inhabitants of Belgium
were subsequently driven out by Teutonic invaders), and
the Germans.,

Lastly, we come to the Slavonians (Slavs), about whom and :

the Panslavonic movement which is to weld all the Slavonic
peoples into one great nationality we have heard so much in
recent years. The word Slav comes from slozwan, which in
old Slavonian meant to ‘speak,’ and was given by the
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or Bohemians, the Bulgarians, Servians, Montenegrins, etc., |
—most, in fact, of the nations of the Southern Danube. =\

This is the classification of nationalities by their language.

No classification is perfect; and we know, as an historical
Pre-historic faCt, that many nations have abandoned their

research  original tongue, and adopted that of some

through  other people—their conquerors probably,—as

language. the Gauls and Goths (or Iberians) of France
and Spain have adopted the Latin of the Romans, as the
Highland Scottish, the Irish, the Welsh and Cornishmen
have adopted English.

But a classification by language is far more satisfactory
than any other sort of classification of nations. For when
we think of nations we do not think first of all of their
physigue. The most important thing to know about them
is not their hair was dark or red, their eyes brown or blue.
What we care most to learn are their national character,
their thoughts, their beliefs, their forms of social life. And
for the days when we have no national literature, no history,
to guide us, almost the only means of gaining reliable
information upon these points is by a study of the language
of the people in question. Language holds within it far
better than do Zwmuli or weapons, or articles of pottery or
woven-stuffs or ornaments, the records of long-past times,
records of material civilization and mental culture hkewise.
It holds these records, as a chemist would say, in solution
in it ; not visible perhaps to the mere passer-by ; but if we
know how to precipitate the solution it is wonderful what
results we obtain,

No sooner has he finished his classification of languages
than a mine of almost exhaustless wealth then opens before
the philologist—a mine, too, which has at present been only
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nothing of domesticated animals, or of pastures and hus-

bandmen: or it might be, again, that they had left the
pastoral state long behind, and that all their ideas asso-
ciated themselves with agriculture, with the division of the
land, and with the recurring seasons for planting. The
evidence of language, dealt with after the fashion we have
described, points to the belief that the ancient Aryans had
only made some beginnings of agriculture, as a supplement

to their natural means of livelihood, their flocks and herds :

for among the words common to the whole Aryan race
there are very few connected with farming, whereas their

vocabulary is redolent of the herd, the cattle-fold, the |

herdsman, the milking-time. Even the word daughter,
which corresponds to the Greek #hugatér and the Sanskrit

dufiitar, means in the last language *the milker,” and that

seems to throw back the practice of milking to a vastly
remote antiquity.*

On the other hand, the various Indo-European branches
have different names for the plough, one name for the
German races, another for the Graco-Italic, and for the
Sanskrit. And though arafrum has a clear connection with
a Sanskrit root ar, it is not absolutely certain that it ever
had in this language the sense of ploughing, and not merely
of wounding, which is a still more primitive meaning of the
same root, whence came the expression for ploughing as of
wounding the earth.

Or say we wish to form some notion of the social life of
the Aryans. Had they extended ideas of tribal government ?

1 Because they would be hardly likely to give a fresh name to such
an intimate relationship as the daughter. On the other hand, it seems
necessary that the Aryan race must have been in the hunter state at
some period, and equally necessary that they must Z4enz have had
word for daughter. Milking, it may be urged, might be practised
before the domestication of animals. See also Chapter VI.
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greater completeness, than by records left palpable to men's
eyes and hands. Many of their secret thoughts might be
unlocked by the same key. Already the same means are
being used to give us glimpses of their religious ideas. For W
the names of the common Aryan gods can be arrived at by 38
just the same comparative method : it may well happen that
a name which is only a proper name in one language, can in
another be traced to a root which unravels its original
meaning. It was so, we saw, with the word daughter. Here
the Sanskrit root seems to unravel the hidden—the lost, and
so hidden—meaning in the Greek or English words. So
with a god, the meaning of a name, concealed from the
sight of those who used it in prayer or praise, becomes re-
vealed to us by the divining rod of the science of language.

And it is true, nevertheless, that the mine of wealth thus
opened has as yet been but cursorily explored.' There are
far more and greater fish in this sea than ever came out of it.
Some day, perhaps, a strictly scientific method may be found
for classifying and tracing the changes which words undergo.
Sometimes a word is found greatly modified ; sometimes it
survives almost intact between the different tongues. Is
there any reason for this? At present we cannot say.

The question might be answered by means of an elaborate

have undergone,® and such a comparative vocabulary would

! And this without any reproach to the industry of those at work.
The volumes of Kihn's Zeitschr. fiir vergleichende Sprachferschung,
Lazarus and Steinthal's Zeitsch. f. Vilkerpsychologie, M. Pictet’s fasci-
nating Origines indo-européennes, etc., are storechouses which display.
the treasures already obtained.

? Such a book as we have imagined would form a natural sequel to
the principles of comparative grammar as laid down by Bopp, ete
It would differ from a mere comparative dictionary in the arrangement,
showing the mature and extent of modification which each word had
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chapters. of Genesis we find only scattered notices of indivi-
duals who dwelt in one particular corner of the world, nothing
to indicate the general distribution of races, or the continuous
lapse of time. It is, moreover, a fact that, owing partly to
the associations of childhood, we are apt, by a too literal
interpretation, to rob the narrative of some part of its
historical value. Here, proper names, which we might be
inclined to take for the names of single individuals, often
stand for whole races, and sometimes for the countries which
gave their names to the people dwelling in them. ¢Son of;
too, must not be taken in its most literal meaning, but in
the wider, and in old languages the perfectly natural, sense
of ‘descended from.” When nations kept the idea of a
common ancestor before their minds, in a way with which we
of the present day are quite unfamiliar, it was very customary
to describe any one person of that people as the ‘son of’
the common ancestor. Thus a Greek who wished to bring
before his hearers the common nationality of the Greek
people—the Hellenes—would speak of them as being the
sons of Hellen, of the Aolians or Ionians as sons of Aiolus
or Ion. In another way, again, an Athenian or Theban
might speak of his fellow-citizens as sons of Athens or of
Thebes. Such language among any ancient people is not
poetical or hyperbolical language, but the usual speech of
every day. It is in a similar fashion that in the Bible narra-
tive, centuries are passed rapidly over.  And if the remains of
the stone ages lift a little the veil which hides man’s earliest
doings upon earth, it must be confessed that the light whic
these can shed is but slight and partial. We catch sight of
a portion of the human race making their rude implements
of stone and bone, living in caves as hunters and fishers,
without domestic animals and without agriculture, b
not without faculties which raise them far above the leve
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smaller islands. But they do not include Australia and
New Zealand, the inhabitants of both which countries
have physical features differing from those of the genuine
negro, though the Australian type approaches very near
to his. The colour of the skin is not really the chief
characteristic of this race, but far more so is the very crisp
hair (what is called wool), the very flat and broadened nose,
the broad lips, and the advanced under-jaw, or, as it is
called, the prognatiism of the face. This black race has
never had anything that deserves to be called either a
literature or a history.

The red race, which we will take next, is that which inhabits
or, till the Europeans came, inhabited the whole of America,
North and South, except the extreme North,
the country of the Eskimo. We take these
people next because they are almost as un-
known to history as are the negroes. The peculiarities
of the red races are their red skin, their high cheek-bones,
the straight black hair which, exactly opposite to that of
the negro, never curls.! This race has not been quite
so stationary as the negro. Some of its members, the
Aztecs of Mexico, the Incas of Peru, did attain to a con-
siderable civilization. But they had advanced no way in
the art of writing or keeping records of their past, which
is thus wholly lost to us; and we have no means of con-
necting the civilization of the red races with the civilization
of that part of the world which has had a history.

We are therefore left to deal with the two remaining
classes, the yellow and the white. The oldest, that is to
say apparently the least changed, of these is the yellow

The Red
Races.

1 It is found that the peculiarity of curling or not curling in hair
depends upon the form, the form in section, of the individual hairs.
The woolly hairs are oval in section, the straight ones round.
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countless isles which cover the South Pacific, until they
have reached the islands which lie around the Australian
continent, the islands of Pelynesia in the South Pacific,
and have mingled with the negro race that had preceded
them there and that remains unmixed in the Melanesian
islands. The Maoris, the inhabitants of New Zealand,
belong to this yellow race ; and the Australians, perkaps,
represent a mixture of negro and yellow races. In all, this
division of mankind covers an immense portion of the
globe stretching from Greenland in a curved line, through
North America and China, downwards to New Zealand,
and again westward from China through Tartary or Siberia,
up to Lapland in the north of Europe. And it must
be added that many anthropologists consider the red races
of America only a variety of this wide-spread yellow
race.

From the results of the previous chapter we see that to
the yellow race must be attributed all those peoples of
Europe and Asia which speak agglutinative
languages, and therefore that for the white race
are left the inflected tongues. These it will
be remembered, we divided into two great families, the
Semitic and the Aryan or Japhetic. We thus see that from
the earliest times to which we are able to point we have
living in Europe and Asia these three divisions of the
human family, whom some have looked upon as the
descendants of Ham, Shem, and Japhet. What relation-
ship the other excluded races of mankind, the black and
red, bear to the Hamites, Shemites, and Japhetites, has
not been suggested. It seems more reasonable to consider
Noah as merely the ancestor of the white races, and, there-
fore, so far as our linguistic knowledge goes, of the Semetic
and Aryan families of speech only. But outside the pure

The White
Races.
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probability the men of the polished-stone age in Europe and
Asia were of this yellow-skinned Mongolian type. We know
that the human remains of this period seem to have come
from a short and round-skulled people ; and this roundness
of the skull is one of the chief marks of the Mongolians as
distinguished from the white races of mankind.

We know, too, that the earliest inhabitants of India
belonged to a Turanian, and therefore to a yellow, race ;
and that Turanians mingled with one of the oldest historical
Semitic peoples, and helped to produce the civilization of
the Chaldeans. And as, moreover, we find in various parts
of Asia traces of a civilization similar to that of Europe
during the latter part of the polished-stone age, it seems not
unreasonable, in casting our eyes back upon the remotest
antiquity on which research sheds any light, to suppose an
early widespread Turanian or Mongolian family extending
over the greater part of Europe and Asia. These Turanians
were in various stages of civilization or barbarism, from the
rude condition of the hunters and fishers of the Danish
shell-mounds to a higher state reigning in Central and
Southern Asia, and similar to that which was afterwards
attained towards the end of the polished-stone age in
Europe. The earliest home of these pure Turanians was
probably a region lying somewhere to the east of Lake Aral.
‘ There,” says a writer from whom we have already quoted,
¢ from very remote antiquity they had possessed a peculiar
civilization, characterized by gross Sabeism, peculiarly
materialistic tendencies, and complete want of moral
elevation; but at the same time, by an extraordinary
development in some branches of knowledge, great pro-
gress in material culture in some respects, while in others
they remained in an entirely rudimentary state. This

strange and incomplete civilization exercised over great part
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¢ Nosque ubi primus equis Oriens afflavit anhelis
Illic sera rubens accendit lumina Vesper.’

The Egyptian civilization which (for us) begins with
Menes, say 5000 B.C., reaches its zenith under the third and
fourth dynasty, under the builders, of the pyramids some
eight hundred or a thousand years afterwards, Then in its
full strength the Egyptian life rises out of the past like a
glant peak, or like its own pyramids out of the sandy plains.
It is cold and rigid, like a mass of granite, but it is so great
that it seems to defy all efforts of time. Even when the
Egyptians first come before us everything seems to point
them out as a people already old; whether it be their
enormous tombs and temples, their elaborately ordered .
social life, or their complicated religious system, with its
long mysterious ritual. For all this, the Egyptian life and
thought present two elements of character which may well
spring from the union of two distinct nationalities. Its -
enormous tombs and temples and its excessive care for the
bodies of the dead—for what are the pyramids but exaggera-
tions of the stone-age grave-mounds, and the temples but
improvements upon the megalithic dolmens ?—recall the era
of stone-age culture. The evident remains of an early
animal worship show a descent from a low form of religion,
such a religion as we find among Turanian or African races.
But with these co-existed some much grander features, The
Egyptians were intellectual in the highest degree,—in the
highest degree then known to the world ; and, unlike the
stone-age men, succeeded in other than merely mechanical
arts. In astronomy they were rivalled by but one nation,
the Chaldzans ; in painting and sculpture they were at the
head of the world, and were as nearly the inventors of history
as of writing itself,—not guite of either, as will be seen here
after. Mixed, too, with their animal worship were some lofty
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the oldest element was undoubtedly Turanian; and this
section of the nation had probably descended from the
country afterwards called Iran to the mouths of the Tigris
and Euphrates. These people are called by modern
scholars the Accadians, or the Shiimiro-Accadians.! They
are the Accad of the Bible. Mixed with them were a people
of Semitic, or half-Semitic origin, whose language is closely
allied to the Hebrew and the Aramean. If we take the
Biblical name for them, we should call them Hamites or
Cushites. But the best ethnological name would be that of
Arameans.

These two races mingled, and formed the nation of
Chaldzans as known to history ; and in time the Semitic
element predominated over the Turanian. Nevertheless
it was the Accadians who had brought to the common
stock the earliest elements of civilization. Their earliest
tombs show them in possession of both the metals bronze
and iron, though of the latter in such small quantities that
it took with them the position of a precious metal ; orna-
ments were made from it as much as from gold. What 1s
far more important, the Accadians possessed a hieroglyphic
writing similar in character to that of the Egyptians, and,
after their junction with the Semite people, that developed
into a syllabic alphabet.? We may date the fusion of the
Accadian and Aramgan peoples at about 4000 B.C.

It is in this country, be it remembered, in the Tigro-
Euphrates basin, that the Bible places the earliest history of
the human race. ¢ And it came to pass that as they journeyed
from the East they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and
they dwelt there’® Here, too, is placed the building of
Babel, and the subsequent dispersion of the human family.

1 Shiimir was a portion of the country inhabited by the Accadians.
2 See Chapter XIII * Gen. xi. 2. '
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the country of Elam was Susa. Between 2300 and 2280
B.C., a king of Susa, Kurdur-Nankunty, conquered the
reigning king of Chaldaea, and henceforward the two dis-
tricts were incorporated into one country. The accession
of strength thus gained to his crown induced one of the
kings of the Elamitic line, Kudur-lagomer (Chedorlaomer)
by name, to aspire towards a wider empire (c. 2200 B.C.).
He sent his armies against the Semitic nations on his
west, who were now beginning to settle down in cities,
and to enjoy their share of the civilization of Egypt
and Chald=®a. These he subdued, but after sixteen years
they rebelled; and it was after a second expedition to
punish their recalcitrancy, wherein he had conquered the
kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, and had among the prisoners
taken Lot, the nephew of Abraham, that Chedorlaomer was
pursued and defeated by the patriarch. ¢And when
Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he
armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three
hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. And
he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by
night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah,
which is on the left hand of Damascus. And he brought
back all the goods, and also brought again his brother
Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people.”’
The conquest of a powerful Chaldzan king by a handful
of wandering Semites seems extraordinary, and might have
sounded a note of warning to the ear of the Chaldaans.
Their kingdom was destined soon to be overthrown by
another Semitic people. After a duration of about half a
thousand years for the Elamite kingdom, and some seven
hundred years since the time of Nimrod, the Chaldzan
dynasty was overthrown and succeeded by an Arabian one,
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that we cannot refuse to credit it with a high antiquity.
From the songs we learn that before China coalesced into
the monarchy which has lasted so many years, its inhabitants
lived in a sort of feudal state, governed by a number of
petty princes and lords.  The pastoral life which dis-
tinguished the surrounding Turanian nations had already
been exchanged for a settled agricultural one, to which
houses, and all the civilization which these imply, had long
been familiar., For the rest, their life seems to have been
then, as now, a simple, slow-moving life, not devoid of piety
and domestic affection. But it should be mentioned here
that recent researches seem to point to the conclusion,
strange as it may appear, that the Chinese civilization is
closely connected with that of the Accadians, and may have
had an origin from some contact with the Accadian peoples
in their earliest homes in Central Asia. In any case it

hardly seems likely that this can be classed as the fourth

civilization which may have existed in the world when the
pyramids were being built. But it is without doubt after

these three the next oldest of the civilizations which the
world has known. It seems to be remote alike from the

half-civilization of the other Mongolian people of the stone
age, and from the mixed Turanian-Semitic civilizations of
Egypt and Chaldza. -
To these early civilizations in the old world, may we add
any from the new, and believe in a great antiquity of the
highest civilization of the 7ed race? The trace of an early

civilization in Mexico and Peru, bearing many remarkable

points of resemblance to the civilization of Chaldea, is
undoubted. This may have been passed on by the Chinese
at a very early date. But there is nothing to show that the
identity in some of the features of their culture extended

to an identity in their respective epochs.
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destruction of that city. And we are not now reading dry
dynastic lists, but the very life and thought of an early
time.! To us—whose lives are so unsimple—the mere
picture of this simple nomadic life of early days would have
an interest and a charm ; but it has a double charm and
interest viewed by the light of the high destiny to which
Abraham and his descendants were called. Plying the
homely, slighted shepherd’s trade, these people lived poor
and despised beside the rich monarchies of Egypt or
Chaldza ; one more example, if one more were needed,
how wide apart lie the empires of spiritual and of material
things. '

Up to very late times the Children of Israel bore many
of the characteristics of a nomadic people. It was as a
nation of shepherds that they were excluded from the
national life of Egypt. For long years after their departure
thence they led a wandering life ; and though, when they
entered Palestine, they found cities ready for their occupa-
tion—for the nations which they dispossessed were for the
most part settled people, builders of cities—and inhabited
them, and, growing corn and wine, settled partly into an
agricultural life, yet the chief wealth of the nation still
probably consisted in their flocks, and the greater portion
of the.people still dwelt in tents. This was, perhaps,
especially the case with the people of the north, for even
so late as the separation, when the ten tribes determined to
free themselves from the tyranny of Rehoboam, we know

how Jeroboam cried out, ‘ To your tents, O Israel’ 0

! ¢Fool! why journeyest thou wearisomely in thy antiquarian
fervour to gaze on the stone pyramids of Geeza, or the clay stones of
Sacchara? These stand there, as I can tell thee, idle and inert, look=
ing over the desert, foolishly enough, for the last three thousand years
but canst thou not open thy Hebrew BIBLE, or even Luther’s version
thereof ?’ Sartor Kesartus.
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which it would wear in the other tongues, if we find the
same word with the same meaning reappearing in all the
languages of the family, we may fairly assume that the #hing
for which it stands was known to the old Aryans before the
separation, If, again, we find a word which runs through
all the European languages, but is not found in the Sanskrit
and Persian, we guess that in this case the thing was known
only to the Yavanas, the first separating body of younger
Aryans, from whom it will be remembered all the European
branches are descended. Thus we get a very interesting
list of words, and the means of drawing a picture of the life
of our primzeval ancestors. The earliest appearance of the
Aryans is as a pastoral people, for words derived from the
pastoral life have left the deepest traces on their language.
Daughter, we saw, meant originally ‘the milker;’ the name
of money, and of booty, in many Aryan languages is derived
from that of cattle ;' words which have since come to mean
lord or prince originally meant the guardian of the cattle ;*
and others which have expanded into words for district or
country, or even for the whole earth, meant at first simply
the pasturage. So not without reason did we say that the
king had grown out of the head of the family, and the pens
of sheepfolds expanded into walled cities.

But though a pastoral, the ancient Aryans do not seem to
have been a nomadic race, and in this respect they differed
from the Shemites of the same period, and from the Tura-
nians, by whom they were surrounded. For the Turanian
civilization had pretty well departed from Asia by that time,
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! For example, the Hindee »upee, the Latin gecunia, and our fee

2 As the Sanskrit gipa, ‘a prmce,’ the Slavonic Aespedar (from
ghspada) contains the word g, our ‘ cow,” and means the protector of
the cattle; from the same root, Sanskrit gewya, pasturage,’” Saxon

&%, *county,’ Greek gaia, or g7, ¢ earth,’
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to the Egyptians and Chaldaans, a mixed people—Semite,
Turanian, Ethiopian—who were not strangers to the use
of metals. As early as 3000 years before our era the
civilization of Egypt had attained its full growth, and had
probably even then a considerable past. Chaldaa, too,
and the neighbouring Elam were both advanced out of
their primitive state; possibly so also were China, Peru,
and Mexico. But the pure Semite peoples, the ancestors
of the Jews, and the Aryans, were still pastoral races, the
one by the banks of the Tigris and Euphrates, the other
by the banks of the Jaxartes and the Oxus. The first
of these continued pastoral and nomadic for hundreds of
years, but about this time the Western Aryans separated
from those of the East, and soon after added some use of
agriculture to their shepherd life. Then between 3000 and
2000 B.C. came the separation of the various peoples of the
Western Aryans and their migration towards Europe, where
they began to appear at the latter date. After all the
Western Aryans had left the East, the older Aryans seem
to have lived on for some little time together, and at last
to have separated into the nations of Iranians and Hindus,
the first migrating southward, and the second crossing the
Hindoo-Koosh and descending into the plains of the Indus
and the Ganges. Thence they drove away or exterminated

most of the older Turanian inhabitants, as their brethren

had a short time before done to the Turanians whom they
found in Europe. Such, so far as we can surmise, were in

rough outline the doings of the different kindreds and

nations and languages of the old world in times long before
history.
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and as in many respects the early races of the drift-beds
seem to have resembled some now existing savage tribes in
their mode of life, employing, to a certain extent, the same
implements, and living on the same sort of food, this adds
to the probability of their gregariousness. The fact, too,
that the stone implements of the first stone period have
generally been found collected near together in particular
places, indicates these places as the sites of early settle-
ments. Beyond this, however, we can say very little of the
social state of these early stone-age people. Small traces
of any burial-ground or tomb of so great an antiquity have
yet been found, and all that we can say of them with any
certainty is, that their life must have been very rude and
primitive.  Although they were collected together in
groups, these groups could not have been large, and each
must have been generally situated at a considerable dis-
tance from the next, for the only means of support for the
men of that time was derived from hunting and fishing.
Now it requires a very large space of land to support a
man who lives entirely by hunting; and this must have
been more particularly the case in those times when the
weapons used by the huntsman were so rude, that it is
difficult for us now to understand how he could ever have
succeeded in obtaining an adequate supply of food by
such means. Supposing that the same extent of territory
were required for the support of a man in those times
as was required in Australia by the native population, the
whole of Europe could only have supported about seventy-
six thousand inhabitants, or about one person to every four
thousand now in existence.

Next to the cave-dwellings the earliest traces of anything
like fixed settlements which have been found are the
‘kitchen-middens.” The extent of some of these clearly
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inhabited FEurope; but, when we compare them with
modern tribes of savages, whose apparent condition is
much the same as theirs was, and who do not seem to have
made any advance for a long period, or, so far as we can
judge, to be capable of making any advance by their own
unassisted efforts, we cannot but conclude that the stone-
age people, if left to themselves, would only have emerged
out of barbarism by very slow degrees. Now we know that,
about the time when bronze implements first began to be
used, some very important changes also occurred in the
manners and customs of the inhabitants of Europe. A
custom of burning the dead superseded then the older one
of burial ; domestic animals of various sorts seem to have
been introduced, and the bronze implements themselves
show, both in the elaborateness of their workmanship and
the variety of their designs, that a great change had come
over European civilization. The greatness and complete-
ness of this change, the fact that there are no traces of
those intermediate steps which we should naturally expect
to find in the development of the arts, denote that this
change was due to some invading population which brought
with it the arts that had been perfected in its earlier home ;
and other circumstances point to the East as the home
from which this wave of civilization proceeded. Lan-
guage has taught us that at various times there have been

large influxes of Aryan populations into Europe. To the

first of these Aryan invaders probably was due the intro-
duction of bronze into Europe, together with the various
social changes which appear to have accompanied its
earliest use. To trace then the rise and progress of the
social system which the Aryans had adopted previous to
their appearance in Europe, we must go to their old Asiatic

home, and see if any of the steps by which this system had
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maidens the milking of the cows ; to the elder women other
household duties. And the importance of knowing what
the customs were also gave rise to the family council, or
‘sabhd,’ as it is called in Sanskrit, which consisted of the
elders of the family, the ‘sabhocita,’ presided over by the
“sabhapati,’ or president of the assembly. The importance
attached to the decisions of this council was so great, that
the ‘sabyd,’ or decrees of the ‘sabhd,’ came to be used
simply to express law or custom. It is probable therefore
that this assembly regulated to a great extent the customs
and laws of the family in its internal management, and
also superintended any negotiations carried on with other
families.

To complete our picture of the patriarchal family, we have
the traditions of three distinct customs or rites affecting its in-
ternal economy. Two of these rites, the mainte-
nance of the sacred house-fire, and the marriage
ceremony, probably date back to a very remote
period ; and the third, the custom of adoption, though of
later development, may be regarded, in its origin at least,
as primitive. Fire is itself so wonderful in its appearance
and effects, so good a servant, so terrible a master, that we
cannot feel any surprise at its having attracted a great deal
of attention in early times. The traces of fire-worship are
so widely spread over the earth that there is scarcely a
single race whose traditions are entirely devoid of them:
But the sacred house-fire of the Aryans is interesting to
us chiefly in its connection with other family rites in which
it played an important part. This fire, which was per-
petually kept burning on the family hearth, seems to have
been regarded in some sort, as a living family deity, who
watched over and assisted the particular family to which it

The house-
fire.

belonged. It was by its aid that the food of the family was

-
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groom’s house ; and, on entering it, was carried over the
threshold, so as not to touch it with her feet ; thus express-
ing that her entry within the house was not that of a mere
guest or stranger. She was finally, before the house-fire,
solemnly admitted into her husband’s family, and as a
worshipper at the family altar,

This ceremony was subject to a great many variations

“amongst the different Aryan races ; but in every one of them

some trace of it is to be found, and this always
apparently intended to express the same idea,
the change of the bride’s family. Adoption, which in later
times became extremely common among the Romans—the
race which seems in Europe to have preserved most faith-
fully the old Aryan family type—originated in a sort of
extension of the same theory that admitted of the wife’s
entry into her husband’s family, as almost all the details of
the ceremony of adoption are copied from that of marriage,
Cases must have occurred pretty often where a man might
be placed in such a position as to be without a family. He
may have become alienated from his own kindred by the
commission of some crime, or all his relatives may have died
from natural causes or been killed in war. In the condition
in which society was then, such a man would be in a
peculiarly unenviable position. There would be no one in
whom he could trust, no one who would be the least in-
terested in him or bound to protect him. Thus wandering
as an outlaw, without means of defence from enemies, and

Adoption.

unable to protect his possessions if he chanced to have any,

or to obtain means of subsistence if he had none, he would

be very desirous of becoming a member of some other
family, in order that he might find in it the assistance and

support necessary for his own welfare. It might also some-

times happen, that owing to a want of male descendants
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land, surrounded by a sort of jungle or primeval forest
inhabited only by wild beasts, It was in such wild places
as these that the first markets used to be held. Here, under
the spreading branches of the trees, at some spot agreed
upon beforehand,—some open glade, perhaps, which would
be chosen because a neighbouring stream afforded means of
refreshment,—the fierce distrustful men would meet to take
a passing glimpse at the blessings of peace. These wild
t border-lands which intervened also explain to us how it
was that so great an isolation continued to be maintained
between the different settlements. If their pasture-lands
' il had abutted immediately on each other, if the herds of one
; tribe had grazed by the herds of another, there must have
been much more intercommunion and mutual trust than
appears to have existed.

The value of cattle does not consist only in the food and
skins which they provide. Oxen have from a very early
"t time been employed for purposes of agriculture; and we
' find among the names derived from cattle many suggesting
1 that they must have been put to this use at the time when
those names arose. Thus the Greeks spoke of the evening
as Povdvrés (boulutos), or the time for the unyoking of
oxen; and the same idea is expressed in the old German
word for evening, ‘abant’ (Abend), or the unyoking. This,
;4 then, is the next stage in social progress: when agriculture |
i becomes the usual employment of man. With the advance
of this stage begins the decay of the patriarchal life, which,
as we shall see in the next chapter, gradually disappears and
gives place to fresh social combinations. Though we have |
hitherto spoken only of the patriarchal life of the Aryans,
it was a life even more characteristic of the Semitic race.
They were essentially pastoral and nomadic in their habits,
and they seem to have continued to lead a purely pastoral
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-

the use of the land which had been appropriated. In course
of time it might happen that a whole group of families would
thus become settled near each other, all united by a common
origin and enjoying in common the land surrounding the
settlement. The desire for mutual protection, which would
often be felt, would alone be a strong inducement to preserve
the neighbourhood between those who through kinship were
allies by nature and tradition. Thus, though each separate
family would continue in its internal relations the pecu-
liarities of the patriarchal rule, the heads of the different
families would be related to each other by quite a new tie.
They would not be members of one great family all
subservient to a common chief. They would be united
simply by the bond of their common interests.

In this way, no doubt, sprang up a new relationship
between the family chiefs, a relationship not provided for in
the construction of the patriarchal family. We might expect
perhaps that a special pre-eminence would be accorded to
the original family from which the others had separated,
and possibly some traces of this pre-eminence may here and
there be discovered. Why we have not more traces of it
may be diffieult to explain. For upon the whole the
relationship among the different heads of households seems
generally to be one of equality. As we do not know exactly
by what process families became divided, it is useless to
speculate how this equality arose.  Alongside of this new
reign of equality among the different patriarchs or heads of
households, went a decrease in the power of the patriarch
within his own circle. The family had ceased to be the
bond of union of the community at large, albeit the units
composing the new combination were themselves groups.
constructed on the patriarchal type; so that the fact th
't;hey were now only parts of larger groups had the effect ¢ i
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have been looked upon as common property. But it did
not long continue so, as the separation of the households
remained too complete to permit of any community with
regard to the possessions of the individual homestead, or of
the produce required for the support of each household ; and
this enforced separation of household goods soon extended
to the live stock, and to the produce of the harvest.!

The effects produced by their new relation to each other
upon the individual members of this group were very im-
portant. Hitherto such idea of law as existed
was confined to the mandates or traditional
: regulations of the patriarchs. Law was at first inseparably
connected with religion. It was looked upon as a series
of regulations handed down by some ancestor who had
received the regulations by Divine inspiration. This notion
of the origin of law is so general, that it is to be met with
in the traditions of almost every nation. Thus we find the &
Egyptians reputing their laws to the teachings of Hermes
(Thoth) ; while the lawgivers of Greece, Mings and Lycur- 5
gus, are inspired, the one by Zeus the other by Apollo. So
too the Iranian lawgiver Zoroaster is taught by the Good {
Spirit ; and Moses receives the commandments on Mount |
Sinai. Now, though this idea of law is favourable to the {
| procuring obedience to it, it produces an injurious effect on
o the law itself, by rendering it too fixed and unalterable.
Ij [) Law, in order to satisfy the requirements and changes of
1

!

|

|

Law.

life, should be elastic and capable of adaptation ; otherwise,
regulations which in their institution were beneficial will

1 Cattle were probably originally communal property: and were ap-
propriated to individuals at a later stage than other movable goods.
In the Roman law we find that they could only be transferred by the
same forms as were rf:qu:lred for the conveyance of land : being c]asaedi_

i i amongst the ¢ res mancipi.’
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districts, but whose social state was not sufficiently advanced
to allow them to carry on any extended rule. Used only
to their simple nomadic life, they were suddenly brought
face to face with wants and possessions of which they had
hitherto had no experience, and which lay beyond the
bounds of their customs or ideas. They contented them-
selves with exacting from the conquered such tribute as
they could extort, leaving their new subjects to manage
their own affairs much as they had done before, till the
conquerors, gradually corrupted by the luxuries which their
position afforded, and having failed to make for themselves
any firm footing in their new empire, were in their turn
overwhelmed by fresh hordes of nomadic invaders.

Such, indeed, may be the fate of any nation. Such was
the fate of Rome. Her mighty empire, too, fell ; but how
different a record has she left behind from that of the short-
lived monarchies of the East! Having learnt in her earliest
infancy, better perhaps than any other nation, how to
reconcile the conflicting theories of the household and the
community, she never flagged in her study of the arts of
government. Early imbued with a love of law and order,

her people discovered in due time how to accommodate

their rule to the various conditions of those which came
under their sway. Her laws penetrated to the remotest
boundaries of her state, and the rights of a Roman citizen
were as clearly defined in Britain as in Rome itself. Thus
the Romans have left behind them a system of law the
wonder and admiration of all mankind, one which has left
indelible marks on the laws and customs, the arts and

civilization, of every country which once formed part of

their dominions.
Such were among the changes resulting from the adoption

of the village community ; but their influences only gradually
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attribute or some more haunting impression of the con-

dition of the soul after death, into a prominence unknown
elsewhere. The religion of the ancient Egyptians was
distinguished from that of other nations by several such
characteristics, and in endeavouring to understand them
we must first recall what there is distinctive in the climate
and scenery of Egypt to our minds.
The land of Egypt is, let us remember, a wedge-shaped
valley, broad at its northern extremity and gradually nar-
Bt rowing between two ranges of cliffs till it becomes
nature in through a great part of its length a mere strip
Egyptian of cultivatable land closely shut in on each side.
religion. Tts sky overhead is always blue, and from
morning till evening intensely bright, flecked only occa-
sionally, and here and there, by thin gauzy clouds, so that
the sun’s course, from‘the first upshooting of his keen
arrowy rays over the low eastern hills to his last solemn
sinking in a pomp of glorious colour behind the white cliffs
in the west, can be traced unimpeded day after day through
the entire course of the year. Beyond the cliffs which
receive the sun’s first and last greeting stretches a bound-
less waste—the silent, dead, sunlit desert, which no one had
ever traversed, which led no one knew where, from whose
dread, devouring space the sun escaped triumphant each
morning, and back into which it returned when the valley
was left to darkness and night.
The neighbourhood of the desert, and the striking con-

trast between its lifeless wastes and the richly cultivated

plains between the hills, had, as we can see, a great effect

on the imaginations of the first inhabitants of the land of

Egypt, and gave to many of their thoughts about death
and the world beyond the grave an intensity unknown to
the dwellers among less monotonous scenery. The contrast
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table, and insect life ; where its furthest wave stayed, there
the reign of nothingness and death began again. The Nile,
therefore, became to the ancient Egyptians the token and
emblem of a life-giving principle in nature, of that per-
petual renewal, that passing from one form of existence into
another, which has ever had so much hopeful significance
for all thinking minds. Its blue colour when it reflected
the sky was the most sacred of their emblems, and was
devoted to funeral decorations and to the adornments of
the dead, because it spoke to them of the victory of life
over death, of the permanence of the life-principle amid
the evanescent and vanishing forms under which it appeared.
Of these two distinctive features of nature in Egypt, the
unexplored western desert and the unending river, we must,
then, think as exercising a modifying or intensifying effect
on the impressions produced on the minds of ancient
Egyptians by those aspects of nature which they had in
common with other Eastern peoples. Let us think what
these are. First and most conspicuous we must put the
sun, in all his changing aspects, rising in gentle radiance
over the eastern hills, majestically climbing the cloudless
sky, sending down fierce perpendicular rays through all
the hot noon, withdrawing his overwhelming heat towards
evening as he sloped to his rest, and painting the western
sky with colour and glory, on which the eyes of men could
rest without being dazzled, vanishing from sight at last
behind the white rocks in the west. And then the moon—
white, cold, changeable, ruling the night and measuring
time. Besides these, the planets and countless hosts of
stars; the green earth constantly pouring forth food for
man from its bosom ; the glowing blue sky at noon and
the purple midnight heaven; the moving wind ; the dark-
ness that seemed to eat up and swallow the day. :
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man’s face concealed under the head and horns of a ram—
the word ‘ram’ meaning ‘concealment’ in the Egyptian lan-
guage. The figure was coloured blue, the sacred colour of
the Source of life. Two derivations are given for the
name Amun. It means that which brings to light; but it
also expresses the simple invitation ‘Come,” and in this
sense it appears to be connected with a sentence in the
ritual, where Atum is represented as dwelling alone in the
under-world in the ages before creation, and on ‘a day’
speaking the word ‘Come,’ when immediately Osiris and
Horus (light and the physical sun) appeared before him in
the under-world.

The aspect of the sun as it approached its mysterious
setting exercised, perhaps, a still greater power over the
thoughts of the Egyptians, and was personified
by them in a deity, who, if not the most vener-
able, was the best loved of all their gods. Osiris was the
name given from the earliest times to the kind declining
sun, who appeared to men to veil his glory, and sheathe his
dazzling beams in a lovely, many-coloured radiance, which
soothed and gladdened the weary eyes and hearts of men,
and enabled them to gaze fearlessly and lovingly on the
dread orb from which during the day they had been obliged
to turn their eyes. This was the god who loved men and
dwelt among them, and for man’s sake permitted himself to
be for a time quenched and defeated by the darkness—it
was thus that the ancient people read the parable of the sun's
evening beauty and of his disappearance beneath the shades
of night, amplifying it, as the needs of the human heart were
more distinctly recognized, into a real foreshadowing of that
glorious truth towards which the whole human race was
yearning—#4e truth of which these shows of nature were,
indeed, speaking continually to all who could understand.

{siris.
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ing appeared to rise triumphant from the blank realm of
darkness in which the rays of yesterday’s sun had been
quenched. They figured him as the eldest son of
Osiris, Horus, the vigorous bright youth who
loved his father, and avenged him, piercing with his spear-like
ray the monster who had swallowed him up. Horus is repre-
sented as sailing up the eastern sky from the under-world
in a boat, and slaying the serpent Night with a spear as he
advances. The ultimate victory of life over death, of truth
and goodness over falsehood and wrong, were the moral
lessons which this parable of the sun’s rising read to the
ancient Egyptians. The midday sun, ruling the heavens in
unclouded glory, symbolized to them majesty and kingly
aughority, and was worshipped as a great and powerful god

under the name of Ra, who was often identified

with Amun and worshipped as Amun-Ra. This
was especially the case at Thebes.

Though these four appearances may well seem to exhaust
all the aspects under which the sun can be considered, there
are still several other attributes belonging to
him which the ancient Egyptians noticed and
personified into other sun-gods. These we will enumerate
more briefly. Ptah, a god of the first order, worshipped
with great magnificence at Memphis, personified the life-
giving power of the sun’s beams, and in this character was
sometimes mixed up with Osiris, and in the ritual is spoken
of also as the creative principle, the ‘word’ or ‘power’
by which the essential deity revealed itself in the visible
works of creation. Another deity, Mandoo, appears to
personify the fierce power of the sun’s rays at midday in
summer, and was looked upon as the god of vengeance and
destruction, a leader in war, answering in some measure,
though not entirely, to the war-gods of other mythologies. -

b

Horus.

a-l

Ptah.
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“the Word,” the ‘Lord of Divine Words,” was the title
given to this deity ; but though always making one in the
great assemblage in the judgment-hall, his office towards
the dead does not approach that of Osiris in dignity. He is
not the judge, he is the recorder who stands before the
balance with the dread account in his hand, while the
trembling soul awaits the final sentence. His character is
that of a just recorder, a speaker of true words ; he wears
the ostrich feather, the token of exact rigid evenness and
impartiality, and yet he is represented as having uneven
arms, as if to hint that the cold white light of justice, un-
tempered by the warmth of love, cannot thoroughly appre-
hend what it seems to take exact account of, leaving, after
all, one side unembraced, unenlightened, as the moonlight
casts dense shadows around the spots where its beams fall.
The silent, watching, peering moon! Who has not at times
felt an inkling of the parable which the ancient Egyptians
told of her cold eye and her unwarming rays which enlighten
chilly, and point out while they distort ?

In spite of his uneven arms, however, Thoth (the dark
moon and the light moon) was a great god, bearing sway in
both worlds in accordance with his double character of the
revealed and the hidden orb. On earth he is the great
teacher, the inventor of letters, of arithmetic, and chro-
nology ; the ‘Lord of Words,’ the ¢ Lover of Truth,” the -
“Great and Great” Thoth was sometimes represented
under the form of an ape; but most frequently with a
human figure ibis-headed; the ibis, on account of his
mingled black and white feathers, symbolizing the dark and
the illumined side of the moon. Occasionally, however, he
is drawn with a man’s face, and bearing the crescent moon
on his head, surmounted by an ostrich feather ; in his hand
he holds his tablets and his recording pencil.
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their time of purification and travel in the under-world, and
are waiting for admission to the Land of Aoura, the last
stage of preparation before they are received into the im-
mediate presence of the great gods.

Two other aspects of the sky were considered worthy of
personification and worship. The morning sky, or perhaps
the eastern half of the morning sky, which
awaited the sun’s earliest beams, and which was
called Saté, and honoured as the goddess of
& vigilance and endeavour, and the beautiful western sky at
: ‘even, more lovely in Egypt than anywhere else, to the
exaltation of which the Egyptians applied their prettiest
titles and symbols. Hathor, the ¢ Queen of Love,’ was the

ﬁ Saté and
Hathor.

: ! name they gave to their personification of the evening sky,
| speaking of her at once as the loving and loyal wife of the
' ir : sun, who received the weary traveller, the battered con-

queror, to rest on her bosom after his work was done, and
the gentle household lady whose influence called men to
| their homes when labour was finished, and collected
b scattered families to enjoy the loveliest spectacle of the
"I day, the sunset, in company. Hathor is represented as a
| ] figure with horns, bearing the sun’s disk between them,
|

|

or sometimes carrying a little house or shrine upon her

|
'Il head.

| ' The sky, however, with the ancient Egyptians, did not
o include the @77, that again was personified in a masculine
II Kheph form, and regarded as a very great god, some

of whose attributes appear to trench on those of
Osiris, and Ptah; Kneph was the name given to the god
who embodied the air, the living breath or spirit; and he

| was one of the divinities to whom a share in the work of

, creation was attributed. He is represented in a boat,
moving over the face of the waters, and breathing life into

i! 1 ;
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seem to connect her with the dark moon, especially the fact
that her most important offices are towards the dead in the
under-world, whose government she is spoken of as sharing
with her husband Osiris. In pictures of the funeral pro-
cession she is drawn as standing at the head of the
mummied body during its passage over the river that
bounds the under-world, and in that position she represents
the beginning ; her younger sister, Nephthys,
the end, stands at the foot of the still sleeping
soul ; the two goddesses thus summing up, with divinity at
each end, the little span of mortal life. In the judgment-
hall, Isis stands behind the throne of Osiris, drooping great
protecting wings over him and it. This quality of protect-
ing, of cherishing and defending, appears to be the spiritual
conception worshipped under the form of the many-named
goddess. Isis is constantly spoken of as the protector of
her brother Osiris, and is drawn on the tomb with long
drooping wings. She is also frequently represented as
nursing Horus, the son who avenged his father, and in that
character she wears the cow’s head, the cow being sacred to
Isis, as was the bull to Osiris.

But when we have made this summary there is one thing
which should also be borne in mind with regard to the
religion of Egypt. Ancient Egypt, which appears at first
sight such a single and united empire, was in reality (and in
this respect it was something like the Chinese empire)
deeply infected with a sort of feudalism, in virtue of which
the different divisions (nomes) of the country did in reality
constitute something like different states. And each state
tried to preserve its sense of independence by having some
special divinity or group of divinities which it held in
peculiar honour. So that the Egyptian pantheon itself is
infected by this republican spirit. Almost each single god

Nephthys.
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resurrection of the body and the continued life of the soul
through the apparent death-sleep—an emblem which was
wanting to no temple, and without which no body was ever
buried. Thinking of this, we must allow that their eyes
were not shut to the teaching of the ‘wvisible things’ which
in the ages of darkness yet spoke a message from God.,

We have now gone over the most important of the
Egyptian gods, connecting them with the natural appear-
ances which seem to have inspired them, so as to give the
clue to a comparison with the nature-gods of the Aryans,
of which we shall speak in the next chapter. There were,
of course, other objects of worship, not so easily classed,
among which we ought to mention Hapi, the personification
of the river Nile ; Sothis, the dog-star, connected with Isis ;
and two more of the funeral gods—Anubis, who in his
nature-aspect may be possibly another personification of air
and wind, and who is always spoken of as the friend and
guardian of pure souls, and represented at the death-bed
sometimes in the shape of a human-headed bird as helping
the new-born soul to escape from the body; and Thmei,
the goddess of Truth and Justice, who introduces the soul
into the hall of judgment. The evil powers recognized
among the ancient Egyptians were principally embodiments
of darkness and of the waste of the desert, and do not
appear to have had any distinct conception of moral evil
associated with them. They are, however, spoken of in
the book of the dead as enemies of the soul, who endeavour
to delude it and lead it out of its way on its journey across
the desert to the abode of the gods. Amenti was no doubt
the desert, but not only the sunlit desert the Egyptians
could overlook from their western hills—it included the
unknown world beyond and underneath, to which they
supposed the sun to go when he sank below the horizon,
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of the great cl{:ep the intelligent Gmde, the intelligent Fish,
the Lord of the Understanding, are some of his titles, and
appear to reveal a conception somewhat answering to that
of Thoth. His symbol was a serpent, and he was repre-
sented with a fish’s head, which connects him with the
Philistine’s god Dagon. The second triad comprised Sin,
or Urki, a moon-god, worshipped at Ur, Abraham’s city—
his second name Urki, means ¢ the watcher,’ and has the same
root as the Hebrew name for ¢ angel'—San, the disk of the
sun ; and Vul, the air. Beneath these deities in dignity, or
rather perhaps in distance, came the five planets, each re-
presenting some attribute or aspect of the deity, or rather
being itself a portion of deity endowed with a special
characteristic, and regarded as likely to be propitious to
men from being less perfect and less remote than the
greater gods. These planetary gods were called—Nebo ©
(Mercury), the lover of light ; Ishtar (Venus), the mother
of the gods ; Nergal (Mars), the great hero ; Bel Merodach
(Jupiter), the ruler, the judge; Nin (Saturn), the god of
strength. To these gods the chief worship of the Assyrians
was paid, and it was their majesty and strength, typifying
that of the earthly king, which Assyrian architects per-
sonified in the winged, man-headed bulls and lions with
examples of which we are familiar. The gods of the
Canaanite nations, Moloch, Baal Chemosh, Baal-Zebub,
and Thammuz, were all of them personifications of the sun.
or of the sun’s rays, considered under one aspect or
another ; the cruel gods, to whom human sacrifices were
offered, representing the strong, fierce summer sun, and the
gentle Thammuz being typical of the softer light of mornir _1;
and of early spring, which is killed by the fierce heat of
midday and midsummer, and mourned for by the earth till
his return in the evening and in autumn. Ashtoreth, =_§i:'
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the voice of natural as opposed to inspired religion ? Not
altogether ; for the Semitic mind was throughout antiquity
imbued with a deeper sense of awe or fear—awe in the
higher religion, fear in the lower—than ever belonged to
the Aryan character. We see this difference in the religions
of Egypt and Assyria ; and it will be remembered that, when
speaking of the earliest records of the Semitic and Aryan
races, we took occasion to say that it may very well have
been to their admixture of Semitic blood that the Egyptians
stood indebted for the mystic and allegorical part of their
religious system ; for among all the Semitic people, whether
in ancient or modern times, we may observe a tendency—if
no more—towards religious thought, and towards thoughts
of that mystic character which characterized the Egyptian
mythology.

But the Aryans grew up and formed themselves into
nations, and developed the germs of their religion apart
from external influence, and in a land which from the
earliest times had belonged to them alone. Their character,
their religion, their national life, were their own ; and though
in after-times these went through distinctive modifications,
when the stems of nations that we know, Greeks, Latins,
Germans, and the rest, grew out of the Aryan stock, they
yet bore amid these changes the memory of a common
ancestry. The land in which they dwelt was favourable to
the growth of the imaginative faculties, and to that lightness
and brightness of nature which afterwards so distinguished
the many-minded Greeks, rather than to the slow, brooding
character of the Eastern mind. There, down a hundred
hillsides and along a hundred valleys trickled the rivulets
whose waters were hurrying to swell the streams of the Oxus
and the Jaxartes. And each hill and valley had its separate
community, joined, indeed, by language and custom to the
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like that of our word daughter. As we find this reappearing
in the Greek #hugatéir, and the Sanskrit dukitar, we feel sure
that the old Aryans had a name for daughter from which all
these names are derived ; and as we find the Sanskrit name
alone has a secondary meaning, signifying ¢ the milker,’ we
conclude that this was the original meaning of the name for
a daughter. Just so, Zeus and Jupiter and Zio and Dydus
show a common name for the chief Aryan god; but the last
alone explains the meaning of that name, for Dyéus signifies
the sky.

This sky-god, then, stood to the old Aryans for the notion
of a supreme and common divinity. Whatever may have
been the divinities reigning over local streams and woods,
they acknowledged the idea of one overruling Providence
whom they could only image to their minds as the over-
spreading sky. This, we may say, was the essential feature
in their religion, its chief characteristic ; whereas to the
Semitic nations, the sun, the visible orb, was in every case
the supreme god. The reason of this contrast does not, it
seems to me, lie oxfy in the different parts which the sun
played in the southern and more northern regions ; or, if it
arises in the difference of the climate, it not the less forms
an important chapter in religious development. There are
discernible in the human mind two diverse tendencies in
dealing with religious ideas. Both are to be found in every
religion, among every people ; one might almost say in every
heart. The first tendency is an impulse upwards—a desire
to press the mind continually forward in an effort to idealize
the deity, but, by exalting or seeming to exalt Him into the
highest regions of abstraction, it runs the risk of robbing Him
of all fellowship with man, and man of all claims upon His
sympathy and love. Then comes the other tendency,
which oftentimes at one stroke brings down the deity as
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which have been dwelt upon, and in each connecting these
two influences with their sky- and sun-gods. Whatever
theory may be used to account for it, the change of thought
is noticeable. Man seems to awake into the world with
the orison of Belarius upon his lips; he is content with
the silent unchanging abstract god. But as he advances
in the burden and heat of the day he wishes for a fellow-
worker, or at least for some potency which watches his
daily struggles with less of godlike sublime indifference.
Hence arise his sun-gods—the gods who toil and suffer,
and even succumb and die.

The sky- and the sun-gods, then, were, I think, the two
chief male divinities among the Aryan folk taken as a
whole. There corresponded to them in most
Aryan creeds two female divinities, an older
and a younger, a wife and a maiden, such as

The earth-
goddess.

were on the one side among the Greeks Hera and Demeter,

and on the other side Athene and Artemis,’ or Persephone,

the daughter of Demeter. In the Norse creed, again, there

is Frigg, the wife of Odin, and Freyja, the sister of Frey.
This last is indeed not a maiden in the Eddic mythology.
But the husband of Freyja is a person of such very small
importance that we may feel sure he is only a sort of
addendum to her nature and surroundings, and that she is
in character very much the counterpart of her brother, a
maiden-goddess—goddess of spring-time and of love.

In respect to the elder, the married goddess, we may say,

almost with certainty, that she is the earth—the natural
wife of the heavens, and naturally thought of as the mother

of all mankind—Z¥rr7a Mater. We know that the ancient
Germans worshipped a goddess whom Tacitus calls Nerthus

1 I purposely leave out Aphrodite (Venus) from this category, as she

partakes so much of the nature of an Oriental goddess.
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with the dawn that such an uiea can scarcely be said to
contradict the other notion. The maiden-goddess is in
many cases born of the sea. Not only is Aphrodité, or
Venus, born of the sea, but Athené is so likewise ; at any
rate one of her names, Tritogeneia, implies this origin,
The more common story of Athené’s birth, that she sprang
from the head of her father, Zeus—this, too, when we
remember that Zeus is the sky, is not inconsistent with
her being the cloud.

When all is said, it must be owned that the nature-origin
of this maiden-goddess is not so obvious as in the case of
the divinities of the sky, sun, or earth. That only means
that, as a nature-goddess, she is not so necessary to the
creed, but that on the other hand many objects of nature—
the dawn, the clouds, streams, the wind, sunshine—have
suggested the thought of this divinity, and that the sugges-
tion found a natural echo in the heart of mankind. '

There are, of course, behind the greater nature-gods a
number of other natural forces—the sea, the wind, lightning,
fire, streams, fountains, the dawn, the clouds. These all
receive their place in the Aryan pantheon. But the
characters of the lesser gods tend to echo those of the
greater, Sometimes two different but nearly allied objects
of nature are rolled into one to form a new god.

Thus the god of storms and thunder is often associated
with the sky, as are Zeus and Jupiter among the Greeks and
Romans. Dyius, the most primitive form of sky-god, is
the clear heaven. The name is connected with a root dz,
to shine. But Zeus and Jupiter are the cloudy or thundery
skies. The Vedic Indra is often not unlike them. That
is to say, the sky-god, in their persons, has taken upon him
the nature of the god of storms. But despite these changes,
we may still go back to the gods of earth, and sky, and sun,
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“ Our race of heroes, through the Maruts be it
Ever victorious in reaping of men.
On their way they hasten, in brightness the brightest,
Equal in beauty, unequalled in might.’

The god who is most peculiar to the Vedic pantheon is
Agni, the Fire-god. The word A4gni is allied to the Latin
zgnis. No doubt Agni has his representatives
in the creeds of other Aryan peoples, in the
Hephastus of the Greeks, or in the Vulcan of the Romans ;
probably in the Loki of the Scandinavians. But these are
all quite secondary beings : Loki cannot be called a god
at all. Agni, on the other hand, is one of the very greatest
of the Vedic deities. Only Indra has more hymns dedi-
cated to him than Agni. This shows how great was the
reverence which fire commanded among the Indians, and
it is consistent with much that has been said in an earlier
chapter of the importance which primitive people always
attach, and which the native Indians to this day still attach,
to the sacred house-fire in their midst. It reminds us too
of the fire-worship of the Persians.’ '

Agni, however, is. not only the housefire. He has a
double birth—one on earth, one in the clouds. He descends
as the lightning descends from heaven. But, at the same
time, he is born of the rubbing of two sticks, and in the flame
of the sacrifice he is imagined to ascend again to heaven
bringing with him the prayers of the worshipper. How well,
therefore, Agni was adapted to take the place of the younger
god, the friend of man, when Indra, once probably a sun-
god, had (so to say) removed himself from familiar approach
by taking his throne high in heaven !

Agni.

I Though the character of this has been a good deal exaggerated in
the popular notions of the religion of the ancient Persians.
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| those who reformed the Greek race, and through whom the
! i Pelasgic people grew into the Hellenes, this
K AP g0d is Apollo.

Apollo is, we have said, in origin a sun-god. We see
‘H | some traces of his nature even in the statues which repre-
sent him, as in the abundant hair which streams from his
head, the picture of the sun’s rays.! But, of course, long
before historic days he had become much more than a
mere god of nature to his worshippers. He had become
what we know him, the ideal of youthful manhood as the
} Greeks admired it most, the ideal of suppleness and
strength, the ideal, too, of what we call ©culture,” of poetry
i and music, and all that adds a grace to life.

r r Apollo’s chief shrines were rather on the eastern than on
' the western side of Greece—at Delphi, for example, in
18 Phocis. (Is it not characteristic to find in this wise the |
il oracle of Apollo at Delphi, the oracle of Zeus at Dodona?)
! But Delphi is the most westerly of Apollo’s favourite
homes. Another, we know, was on the island of Delos, mid-
way in the Agean, that island which the Greeks fancied the
umbilicus orbis—the navel of the world, Delphi and Delos
are the shrines of Apollo belonging to one out of the two
great nationalities of the new blood who reformed the nation
of the Greeks. Delphi and Delos belong to the Dorians.
But among the Ionians of Asia Minor, who were the other
- | great reforming element in Greek life, Apollo had likewise
'3 many holy places. And we know how, in the Iliad, he is
represented as the champion of the easterns, the Asiatic

T
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! To appreciate this we must compare the representations of Apollo
with those of Helios, who was simply and frankly a sun-god even to the
later Greeks, and we see that they are essentially the same personality.
Even in the very early statues of Apollo, where the artist had not the
skill to make wide, flowing locks, the hair isalways indicated with great

care and some elaboration of detail, .
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there were cither Greek-speaking Greeks or Teutons. The
closing scene of Heracles’ life speaks the most eloquently
of his nature-origin. Returning home in victory—his last
victory—to Trachis, Deianira sends to him there the fatal
| white robe steeped in the blood of Nessus. No sooner has
; he put it on than his death-agony begins. In the madness
of his pain he dashes his companion, Lichas, against the
1 rocks ; he tears at the burning robe, and with it brings
. away the flesh from his limbs. Then, seeing that all is over,
r he becomes more calm. He gives his last commands to
F his son, Hyllus, and orders his funeral pile to be prepared
[ upon mount (Eta, as the sun, after its last fatal battle with
I 1] the clouds of sunset, sinks down calmly into the sea. Then
; as, after it has gone, the sky lights up aglow with colour, so
il does the funeral pyre of Heracles send out its light over the
lf gean, from its wesfern shore, ;

I believe Ares to have been once likewise a sun-god.
The special home of his worship was warlike Macedon and
Thrace. There can be no question, however,
that in pre-historic times his worship was much
more widely extended than we should suppose from reading
Homer or the poets subsequent to Homer. Traces of his
worship are to be found in the Zeus Areios at Elis, and in
the Athenian Areopagus. But his natural home was in the
North. He was the national divinity of the Thracians.
And T have no doubt, as I have said, that he was once the
sun-god of these Northern people, and only in later times
became an abstraction, a god of war and valour, .

Another deity who was distinctly of Aryan origin was
Démétér (Ceres), a name which is, as we have said, probably,
none other than Gémétér, ‘mother earth.” She
is the Greek equivalent of the Prithvi of the
Vedas. But whereas Prithvi has sunk into obscurity,
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moment.! To lengthen out the picture and show the slow
| sorrow of earth robbed of its spring and summer, Démétér
is portrayed wandering from land to land in bootless search
of her lost daughter. We know how deep a significance
this story had in the religious thought of Greece ; how the
representation of it composed the chief feature of the
; Eleusinian mysteries, and how these and other mysteries
{ probably enshrined the intenser, more hidden feelings of
i1 religion, and continued to do so when mythology had lost
its hold upon the popular mind. It is, indeed, a new-
1 antique story, patent to all and fraught for all with solemnest
meaning. So that this myth of the death of Proserpine has
1l lived on in a thousand forms through all the Aryan systems.
f Persephone is one of the most characteristic of the
'Y maiden-goddesses of whom we spoke above. The most
i1 Athené and literal and material interpretation of her myth
' other god- would show her to be an embodiment of the
desses.  orain, which sinks into the ground when it is
sown and springs up again to live above the earth for half
the year. But in a wider sense I have no doubt that
Persephone is meant to typify the spring' of which the grain
might well be a sort of symbol, or to typify vegetation
'| generally. And this is one of the natural characters
| belonging to the maiden-goddess. She is very frequently
a goddess of spring in some aspect or other—of spring as
the season of beauty and love. Such is the Freyja of the
Norse mythology ; such, to some extent, are Aphrodité
(Venus) and Artemis (Diana).?
There is, however, one divinity among the Greeks who
seems to have a somewhat different character, and who

N T

e

e et e e A . e i
= — = ~ ] — y

1 See Appendix, FPersephone and Balder.
2 Albeit that Aphrodité like Athené is hlcewme a goddess sprung
from water—from the sea.
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ancient days stations for the Pheenician traders, and where
they had first made acquaintance with the Greeks, Aphro-
dité was the favourite goddess of these mariners, as, indeed,
a moon-goddess well might be ; and it was they who gave
her her most corrupt and licentious aspect. For she has
not always this character even among the Pheenicians ;
but oftentimes appears as a huntress, more like Artemis, or
armed as a goddess of battle, like Athené. Doubtless,
however, goddesses closely allied to Aphrodité or Artemis,
divinities of productive nature and divinities of the moon,
belonged to the other branches of the Indo-European
family. The #dea of these divinities was a common pro-
perty ; the exact being in whom these ideas found ex-
pression varied with each race.

If we travel from India and from Hellas to the cold
North, the same characteristic features reappear. In the
Teutonic religions, as we Anow them,' Odin has
taken the place of the old Aryan sky-god,
Dyédus. The last did, indeed, linger on in the
Zio or Tyr of these systems; but he had sunk from the
position of a chief divinity. The change, however, is not
great. The god chosen to fill his place resembles him as
nearly as possible in character. Odin, or Wuotan,* whose
name in its etymological meaning is probably the god who
moves violently or rushes along,® was originally a god of
the wind rather than of the atmosphere of heaven. Yet

ndinavian
religion.

I Our knowledge of Teutonic mythology is chiefly gathered from the
Norsemen, and in fact almost exclusively from Icelandic literature.
The most valuable source of all is the collection of sacred songs which
generally goes by the name of Edda den AEldra, the Elder Edda.

2 Odhinn is the Norse, Wuotan the German, Wodan or Wodin the
English name. |

3 Or else the god who inspires. (See Corp. Foet Bor.,Introd., p. civ.)
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in the Harz mountains, the Phantom Army gave place to
the Wild Huntsman. This phantom hunt has many
different names in the different countries of Europe. With
us it 1s known best under thé name of Herne the Hunter
or of Arthur’s Chase. In Brittany this last name is also
used. In the Harz and in other places in Germany the
huntsman was called Hackelbdrend or Hackelberg ; and the
story went how he had been chief huntsman to the Duke of
Brunswick, but for impiety or for some dreadful oath, like
that which had brought vengeance on the famous Van der
Decken, had been condemned to hunt for ever through the
clouds—for ever, that is, until the Day of Judgment.! All

the army of Prince Louis of Nassau was defeated, and himself slain :—
¢ Early in February five soldiers of the burgher guard at Utrecht, being
on their midnight watch, beheld in the sky above them the representa-
tion of a furious battle. The sky was extremely dark except directly
over their heads, where for a space equal in extent to the length of the =
city, and in breadth to that of an ordinary chamber, two armies in battle
array were seen advancing upon each other. The one moved rapidly
up from the north-west, with banners waving, spears flashing, trumpets
sounding, accompanied by heavy artillery and by squadrons of cavalry.
The other came slowly forward from the south-east, as if from an
entrenched camp, to encounter their assailants. There was a fierce
action for a few moments, the shouts of the combatants, the heavy
discharge of cannon, the rattle of musketry, the tramp of heavy-armed
foot-soldiers, and the rush of cavalry being distinctly heard. The
firmament trembled with the shock of the contending hosts, and was
lurid with the rapid discharges of their artillery. . . . The struggle
seemed but short. The lances of the south-eastern army seemed to
snap ‘like hempstalks,” while their firm columns all went down
together in mass beneath the onset of their enemies. The overthrow
was complete—victors and vanquished had faded ; the clear blue space,
surrounded by black clouds, was empty, when suddenly its whole
extent where the conflict had so lately raged was streaked with blood,
flowing athwart the sky in broad crimson streaks; nor was it till the
five witnesses had fully watched and pondered over these portents that
the vision entirely vanished.” (Vol. ii., p. 526.)

1 The story of Van der Decken, the Flying Dutchman, is s
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another says, ‘ Zeus is the earth, Zeus is the sky, Zeus is all,
and that which is over all.’

Behind Odin stands Tyr—of whom we have already
spoken—and Thor and Balder, who are, or originally were,
two different embodiments of the sun; Thor
being also a god of thunder. He is in character
very closely allied to Heracless He is the
mighty champion, the strongest and most warlike of all
the gods. But he is the friend of man and patron of agri-
culture,' and as such the enemy of the giant-race, which
represents not only cold and darkness, but the barren,
rugged, uncultivated regions of earth. Like Heracles,
Thor is never idle, constantly with some work on hand,
“faring eastward to fight Trolls (giants), as the Eddas
often tell us. In one of these expeditions he performs
three labours, which may be paralleled from the labours
of Heracles. He nearly drains the sea dry by drinking
from a horn; this is the sun ‘sucking up the clouds’
from the sea, as people still speak of him as doing. It
corresponds to the turning the course of the Alpheus and
Peneus, which Heracles performs. Then he tries to lift (as
he thinks) a large cat from the ground, but in reality he has
been lifting the great mid-earth serpent (notice the fact that
we have the sun at war with a serpent once more) which
encircles the whole earth, and he has by his strength shaken
the very foundations of the world. This is the same as the
feat of Heracles in bringing up Cerberus from the under-
world. And lastly, he wrestles, as he thinks, with an old
woman, and is worsted ; but in reality he has been wrestling
with Old Age or Death, from whom no one ever came off
the victor. So we read in Homer that Heracles once
wounded Hades himself, and ‘brought grief into the land

! See Uhland, Der Mythus von Thor,

Tyr, Thor,
and Balder.













Py — -

s T

e e T

iy -
- !
R .

b 8

232 THE DAWN OF HISTORY.

stand, not for the sky, but for the wide expanse of ocean,
and so corresponds to the Greek Poseidon, the Latin
Neptune, and the Norse (Egir. All these were the gods
of the sea and of all waters. The wind, as we saw, com-
bined in the person of Odin with the character of a highest
god; but in the Greek the part was played by an inferior
divinity, Hermes. In India thereisa wind-god (called Vaja);
but the character is likewise divided among a plurality
of minor divinities, the Maruts. Of Agni, the god of fire,
corresponding to Hephastus and Vulcan, we have spoken ;
and in the North Fire is not a god at all, but an evil being
called Loki. This is enough to show that the worship of
Agni rose into fervour after the separation of the Aryan folk.

We postpone to the next chapter the mention of the gods
of the under-world.

The religions of which we have been giving this slight
sketch have been what we may call “natural’ religions, that
is to say, the thoughts about God and the
Unseen world which without help of any special
viston seem to spring up simultaneously in the
minds of the different Aryan peoples. But one among the
Aryan religions still in pre-historic times broke off abruptly
from its relation with the others, and, under a teacher
whom we may fairly call god-taught, in beauty and moral
purity passed far beyond the rest

This was the Zoroastrian, the faith of the Iranian (ancient
Persian) branch, or, as it is perhaps better called, the Zend
or Mazdean religion ; a creed which holds a pre-eminence
among all the religions of antiquity, excepting alone that of
the Hebrews. And that there is no exaggeration in such a
claim is sufficiently witnessed by the inspired writings them-
selves, in which the Persian kings are frequently spoken of

The Zend
religion.
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CHAPTER X.
THE OTHER WORLD.

IF the sun-god was so natural a type of a man-like divinity,
a god suffering some of the pains of humanity, a sort of type
The death ©f man’s own ideal life here, it was natural that
of the  men should question this oracle concerning their
sun-god.  fytyre life and their hopes beyond the grave. We
have seen that the Egyptians did so ; seen how they watched
the course of the day-star, and, beholding him sink behind
the sandy desert, pictured a home of happiness beyond that
waste, a place to be reached by the soul after many trials
and long wandering in the dim Amenti-land which lay
between. The Aryans dwelt, we believe, upon the slopes
of the Hindoo-Koosh or in the level plain beneath ; and, if
the conjecture be reasonable that a great part of the land
now a sandy desert was then filled by an inland sea,’ many
of them must have dwelt upon its borders and seen the sun
plunge in its wave each evening. Then or afterwards they

saw this, and interpreted what they saw in the very thought
of Milton :(—

* Weep no more, woeful shepherds, weep no more,
For Lycidas, your sorrow, is not dead,
Sunk though he be beneath the watery floor.
So sinks the day-star in the ocean-bed,

! See Chapter IV., p. 100.
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simple nourishment of the dead, were designed merely as a
temporary provision for him oz /is way to the land of
souls.

The expectation of a journey after death to reach the
home of shades is all but universal ; and the opinion that
the home of the departed lies in the west is of an almost
equally wide extension. The Egyptian religion, with its
wonderful Book of the Dead, gives as much weight to
this side of belief as to the other notion of resting in the
tomb. To lengthen out the soul’s journey, which was
fancied to last thousands of years, and give incident where
all must have been really imaginary, the actual journey of
the mummy to its resting-place was lengthened after life to
portray the more ghostly wanderings of the spirit. As-a
rule, the cities of the living in Egypt lay upon the eastern
bank of the Nile ; the tombs, the cities of the deaﬂ, on the
left or western bank, generally just within the borders of the
desert. Wherefore, as the body was carried across the Nile
to be buried in the desert, so the soul was believed to begin
his journey in the dim twilight region of Apap, king of the
desert, to cross a river more than once, to advance fowards
the sun, light gradually breaking upon him the while, until
at last he enters the ‘Palace of the Two Truths,’ the
judgment-hall of Osiris (the sun). Last of all, he walks
into the sun itself, or is absorbed into the essence of the
deity.

In these two notions we have, I think, the germ of almost
all the most ancient belief touching the soul’s future. A
confusion between the two notions would imagine the soul

~ making a journey through the earth to an underground

land of shades. So far as we know, this was the pre-
vailing feeling among the Hebrews. Old Hebrew writers

(with whom the hopes of immortality were not strong) speak
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chigfly from its merely negative side, in that aspect which
corresponds most exactly to the notion of a dark subter-
raneous kingdom, and not to that of a journey to some
other distant land. The etymology of their mythical King
of Souls corresponds, too, with the same notions. Hades
means nothing else than A-eidés, the unseen. And when
it was said that the dead had gone to Hades, all that was
literally meant was that it had gone to the unseen place.
But later on, the place became personified into the grim
deity whom we know in Greek mythology, the brother of
Zeus and Poseidon, he to whose share fell, in the partition
of the world, the land of perpetual night. The under-
world pictured by Homer is just of that voiceless, sightless
character which accords with the name of Hades. Even
the great heroes lose almost their identity, and all the joy
and interest they had in life. To °wander mid shadows a
shadow, and wail by impassable streams,’ is henceforward
their occupation.

Not that the Greek had 7e idea of another world of the
more heavenly sort; ideas obtained as a joint inheritance
with their brother nations; only their thoughts and their
poetry do not often centre round such pictures. Their
Elysian fields are a western sun’s home, just after the
pattern of the Egyptian ; and so are their Islands of the Blest,
where, according to one tradition, the just Rhadamanthus
had been transported when he fled from the power of his
brother Minos.! Only, observe, there is this difference
between these Paradises and the Egyptian house of Osiris—
the latter was reached across the sandy desert, the former are

! The reason why the °¢blameless Ethiopians® were honoured by
name and by the company of the gods, is most likely to be found in
the fact of their living, as Homer thought, so near the western border
of the world. '
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intimately concerned with death, and with the looked-for
future of the soul. These will mingle like mingling streams,
but we shall often be able to trace their origin. |
But, to begin with, do not suppose that, if I say that a
natural phenomenon has given rise to a story, I mean to
say that the story could not have arisen except through thig
natural phenomenon. Or, to put it in plainer language,
not suppose that if I say that this or that adventure is
related of the sun or of the wind, I mean that the adven-
ture was never heard of before the sun or wind was wor-
shipped as a god or idealized as a hero, If Indra, or Apollo,
is called the serpent-slayer, I do not mean that it is by the
battle of the sun and the clouds that men got the idea of
slaying serpents. If the wind is said to ride a-horseback
over hill and dale, if the thunder-god is said to hurl his
hammer at the mountain-tops, I do not mean that men
never thought of horses or battle-hammers till they began
to make stories about the wind and sun. What I do mean is
that certain special forms of the myths related, as e now se
them, were told of the Aryan god who was some pheno
menon of nature—the sun or whatever he might be. It is
necessary to give this word of caution, because the relation
ship of mythology to religion has sometimes, by recen
writings upon the subject, been a good deal confused and
obscured. :
The diversity of the natural phenomena which give then
rise will not in any way hinder the myths from reproducin
the /uman elements which have, since the world began
held their pre-eminence in romance and history. The
will be love-stories, stories of battle and victory, of magi
and strange disguises, of suddenly acquired treasure, anc
most attractive of all to the popular mind, stories of prince
and princesses whose princedom is hidden under a servi
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under the Larth, .

“There was once, very very long ago, a king who had™
three daughters, all exquisitely fair, and much more amiable
than other maidens, so that their like was not to be found
far or near. But the youngest princess excelled her sisters,
not only in beauty, but in goodness of heart and kindness
of disposition, She was consequently greatly beloved by
all, and the king himself was more fondly attached to her
than to either of his other daughters.

¢It happened one autumn that there was a fair in a town
not far from the king’s residence, and the king himself
resolved on going to it with his attendants. When on the
eve of departure, he asked his three daughters what they
would like for fairings, it being his constant custom to make
them some present on his return home. The two elder
princesses began instantly to enumerate precious things of
curious kinds ; one would have this, the other that; but tl
youngest daughter asked for nothing. At this the king was
surprised, and asked her whether she would not like some
ornament or other; but she answered that she had plenty
of gold and jewels. When: the: king, however, would not
desist from urging her, she at length said, “There is ong
thing which I would gladly have, if only I might venture ¢
ask it of my father.” ¢ What may that be?” inquired the
king ; “say what it is, and if it be in my power you shal
have it.” “ It is this,” replied the princess, “ I have hear
talk of the #hree singing leaves, and them I wish to haw
before anything else in the world:” The king laughed a
her for making so trifling a request, and at length exclaimeg
“T cannot say that you are very covetous, and would rath
by half that you had asked for some greater gift. You sha
however, have what you desire, though it should cost 1
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too the transformation usually takes place at sun-setting or
sunrising. For instance, in the tale of the six swans in
Grimm’s Household Stories," the enchanted brothers of the
princess can only reappear in their true shapes just one
hour before sunset. y

In Christian legends the gods of Asgard, subjected to the
changes which inevitably follow a change of belief, became
demoniacal powers ; and Odin the chief god takes the place
of the arch-fiend. For this part he is especially suited by
his character of conductor of the souls; if he formerly led
them to heaven, he now thrusts them down to hell. But so
many elements came together to compose the mediaval
idea of the devil that in this character the individuality of
Odin is scarcely preserved, At times a wish to revive

human soul. He is the Wandering Jew, a being -
eternal restlﬂssness well keeps up the character uf the win

Huntsman of the Harz, and of many other p]aces

The name of this last being, Hackelberg, or Hackel-
birend (cloak-bearer), sufficiently points him out as Odin
who in the heathen traditions had been wont to wandei
over the earth clad in a blue cloak,® and broad hat, and
carrying a staff. Hackelberg, the huntsman to the Duke o
Brunswick, had refused even on his death-bed the ministra
tions of a priest, and swore that the cry of his dogs wa

V Kinder-u. Hausmdrehen.
2 e the sky. See Grimm, Dewntsche Myth., s.v. (Hackelberg) ; an
also two very interesting articles by A. Kiihn, Zeitsch. fiir deutse
Alterth., v. 379, vi. 117, showing relationship of Hacl-:e!ba.rend .
Sirameyas
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lurks in this part of the story a ray of the Vedic sleep-go':
Sdrameyas. :

* Destroyer of sickness, guard of the house, oh, thou who
takest all shapes, be to us a peace-bringing friend.’ .

The Valkyriur in their turn are changed by the mediseval
spirit into witches, The Witches’ Sabbath, the old beldames
on broomsticks riding through the air, to hold their revels on
the Brocken, reproduce the swan-maidens hurrying to join.
the flight of Odin. And, again, changed once more, ¢ Old
Mother Goose’ 1s but a more modern form of a middle-age
witch, when the thought of witches no longer strikes terror,
And while we are upon the subject of witches it may be well
to recall how the belief in witches has left its trace in our.

to be the name of a very celebrated witch somewhere in the
North, though the exact place of her dwelling was variously
stated. It is highly probable that this name Mara was once.
a byname of the death-goddess Hel, and it may be etymo-
logically connected with the name of the sea (Meer), the
sea being, as we have seen, according to one set of beliefs,
the home of the soul. '
Odin, or a being closely analogous with him, reappears in

the familiar tale of the Pied Piper of Hameln, he who, when
the whole town of Hameln suffered from a plague of rats
and knew not how to get rid of them, appeared suddenly—
no one knew from whence—and professed himself able to
charm the pest away by means of the secret magic of his
pipe. But it is a profanation to tell the enchanted legend
otherwise than in the enchanted language of Browning :—

¢ Into the street the piper stept,

Smiling first a little smile,

As if he knew what magic slept

In his quiet pipe the while ;

Then like a musical adept

To blow the pipe his lips he wrinkled.’
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in this particular myth we can almost trace a history of the
meeting of two peoples, Slavonic and German, and the

junction of their legends. Let us suppose there had been
some great and longremembered epidemic which had
proved peculiarly fatal to the children® of Hameln and the 3
country round about. The Slavonic dwellers there—and
in prehistoric times some Slavs were to be found as far west
as the Weser—would speak of these deaths mythically as the
departure of the mice (z.e. the souls), and perhaps, keeping
the tradition, which we know to be universally Aryan, of a
water-crossing, might tell of the mice as having gone to the
water. Or further, they might feign that these souls were led:
there by a piping wind-god: he, too, is the common property
of the Aryan folk. Then the Germans coming in, and wish '
ing to express the legend in their mythological form, would
tell how the same Piper had piped away all the ckildren from |

and might have served for the children as well as for th
mice : to make the legend fuller, however, another image 18
selected for them, the dark, ‘concealed’ place, namely
Hel, or the cave of Night and Death.

The two images of death which occur in the last story
rival each other through the field of middle-age legend anc
romance. When we hear of a man being borne along in 2
boat, or lying deep in slumber beneath a mountain, we ma

! The appearance of chi/dren in the story need not, however
necessarily mean that the mortality had specially affected the childrer
It may only have been an expression like the Latin manes—the lit
ones—used for the souls of the departed. We know how consts il
in medizeval art the soul is represented as drawn out of the body in
form of a child.
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of its name ; it is, therefore, the pmture of a sound. To
picture smm.:f 15, surely, a very far-fetched notion, one that
may have grown out of many previous efforts to convey
thought from mind to mind ; but certainly not likely to
occur first to those who began the attempt to give per=
manent shape to the thoughts floating within them. Seo
great and difficult a task must have baffled the powers of
many enterprisers, and been approached in many ways
before the first steps towards accomplishing it were s-:acurel_f
taken. We shall find that the history of our alphabet is a
record of slow stages of growth, through which the idea of
sound-writing has been evolved ; the first attempts to record
events were made in a different direction. Since, as we
have agreed, we are not likely to find a record of how
events were first recorded, and as the earliest attempts are
likely to have been imperfect and little durable, we must be
content to form our notions of the earliest stage in our
grand invention, by observing the methods used by savages
now to aid their memories ; and if we wish to determine
the period in the history of the human race when such
efforts are likely to have been first made, we must recall
what we have already learned of the history of primitive
man, and settle at what stage of his development the need
for artificial aids to memory would first press upon him.

Stories and poetry are not likely to have been the first
things written down. While communities were small and
young, there was no need to write painfully what it was 50
delightful to repeat from mouth to mouth, and so easy for
memories to retain ; and when the stock of tradition ar
the treasure of song grew so large in any tribe as to excet
the capacity of ordinary memories (stronger, in some r¢
spects, before the invention of writing than now), men
unusual gifts would be chosen and set apart for the purpc
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litle seed from which such great things have come, Un
fortunately, our discoveries of stone-age relics have not yel
furnished us with any suggestion as to how the men of that
epoch arranged and carried out the aids to memory they
probably had ; but we can trace the process of invention
among still extant races. |

Some tribes of Red Indians, for example, keep records on
cords called wampum, by means of beads and knots. When
an embassy is sent from one chieftain to another, the
principal speaker carries one of these pieces of wampum,
and from it reads off the articles of the proposed treaty,
almost as easily as if it were from a note-book.

In the Eastern Archipelago, and in Polynesia proper,
cord-records of the same kind were in use forty years ago,
and by means of them the tax-gatherers in- the island ©
Hawaili kept clear accounts of all articles collected from
the inhabitants of the island. The revenue-book of Hawai
was a rope four hundred fathoms long, divided into portion:
corresponding to districts in the island, and each portio
was under the care of a tax-gatherer, who by means ©
knots, loops, and tufts of different shapes, colours, anc
sizes, managed to keep an accurate account of the numbe

inhabitant of his district was rated. The Chinese, again
have a legend that in very early times their people
little cords marked by knots of different sizes, instead ©
writing. .

But the people who brought the cord system of mnemonit:
to the greatest perfection were the Peruvians. = They
still following it at the time of their conquest by th
Spaniards ; but they had elaborated it with such care
to make it available for the preservation of even minut
details of the statistics of the country. The ropes on whick
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chiefs, that they might untie a knot every day, and go back
to their own land if he had not returned when all the knots
were undone. The Scythians, however, who, about the
same time, sent a message to Darius, afford us an example
of another way of attaching special meanings to certain
objects, and thereby giving a peculiar use as aids to memory,
—writing letters with objects instead of pen and ink, in
fact. Here, however, symbolism comes in, and makes the
mnemonics at once prettier and less trustworthy as capable
of more than one interpretation. The Scythian ambas-
sadors presented Darius (as Herodotus tells us) with a
mouse, a bird, a frog, and an arrow, and the message with
which they had been intrusted was that, unless he could
hide in the earth like a mouse, or fly in the air like a bird,
or swim in water like a frog, he would never escape the
arrows of the Scythians. _

Of this last kind of mnemenic was the bow, too heavy
for an ordinary man to bend, which the longlived Ethi
opians sent to Cambyses; and the twelve memorial stones
which Joshua was directed to place in the river Jﬂrd-_
in order that the sons might ask the fathers, and the fathers
tell the sons what had happened in that place; and, aga
such were the yokes and bonds which Jeremiah put round

presence of the elders of the people. Signs joined wit
words and actions to convey a fuller or more exact meaning
than words alone could convey. Perhaps we ought hardly
to call these last examples helps to memory ; they partake
more of the nature of pictures, and were used to heighten
the effect of words. But we may regard them as a connect
ing link between the merely mechanical tally, wampum and
quipus, and the effort to record ideas we must now ce
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S

and accordingly we find that the earliest step beyond artificial
helps to memory is the making of rude pictures which aim at
showing a deed or event as it occurred without suggesting
the words of a narrative ; this is called ‘ picturing’ as distin-
guished from picture-writing. That this, too, was a very
early art we may guess from the fact that rude pictures of
animals have been found among the relics of the earliest
stone age. Whether or no we are justified in conjecturing
that the pictures actually found are rough memorials of real
hunting scenes, at least we learn from them that the thought
of depicting objects had come, and the skill to produce a
likeness been attained ; and the idea of using this power
to transmit events lies so near to its possession, that we can
hardly believe one to have been long present without the
other. To enable ourselves to imagine the sort of picture-
records with which the stone-age men may have ornamented
some of their knives, spears, and hammers, we must examine
the doings of people who have continued in a primitive stage,
of civilization down to historic times.

Some curious pictures done by North American Indians
have been found on rocks and stones, and on the stems of
pine-trees in America, which furnish excellent Examples-:'
early picturing. Mr. Tylor, in his Early History of Man-
kind, gives engravings of several of these shadowy records
of long-past events. One of these, which was found on the
smoothed surface of a pine-tree, consists merely of a rude
outline of two canoes, one surmounted by a bear with a
peculiar tail and the other by a fish, and beyond these a
quantity of shapes meant for a particular kind of fish. The
entire picture records the successes of two chieftains name
Copper-tail Bear and Catfish, in a fishing excursior
Another picture found on the surface of a rock near Lake
Superior is more elaborate, and interests us by showing a
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the sun went down. Picturing would show the man with
a drawn bow in his hand, the lion struck by the arrow,
the sun on the horizon. Picture-writing would present a
series of little pictures and symbols dealing separately with
each word—a man, a symbol for ‘slew,’ say a hand smiting,
a lion, a connecting symbol for ¢ with,” and so on. We see
at once how much more elaborate and exact the second
method is, and that it makes the telling of a continuous
story possible. We also discover that these various stages
of writing correspond to developments of language, and
that as languages grow in capacity to express nobler
thoughts, a greater stress will be put upon invention to
render the more recondite words by pictures and symbols,
till at last language will outgrow all possibility of being so
rendered, and another method of showing words to the eye
will have to be thought of—for all langunages at least that
attain their full development. That a great deal may be
expressed by pictures and symbols, however, we learn from
" the picturing and picture-writing of past races that have
come down to us, and from the present writing of the
Chinese, who with their radical language have preserved
the pictorial character that well accords with an early stage
of language. '

The Red Indians of North America have invented some
very ingenious methods of picturing time and numbers.
They have names for the thirteen moons or months into
which they divide the year—Whirlwind moon, moon when
the leaves fall off, moon when the fowls go to the south,
etc,, and when a hunter setting forth on a long expediti%
wished to leave a record of the time of his departure
for a friend who should follow him on the same track, he
carved on the bark of a tree a picture of the name of the
moon, accompanied with such an exact representation of
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though they had attained to much greater skill than this in
the drawing and colouring of pictures, had not progressed
much further in the invention. Their picture-scrolls do not
seem ever to have been more than an elaborate system of
mnemonics, which, hardly less than the Peruvian quipus,
required a race of interpreters to hand down their meaning
from one generation to another. This fact makes us
regret somewhat less keenly the decision of the first Spanish
archbishop sent to Mexico, who, on being informed of the
great store of vellum rolls, and folds on folds of cloth
covered with paintings, that had been discovered at Anahuac,
the chief seat of Mexican learning, ordered the entire collee-
tion to be burnt in a heap—a mountain heap, the chroniclers
of the time call it—lest they should contain incantations or
instructions for the practice of magical arts. As some
excuse for this notion of the archbishop’s, we will mention
the subjects treated of in the five books of picture-writing
which Montezuma gave to Cortez :—the first book treated
of years and seasons ; the second of days and festivals ; the
third of dreams and omens; the fourth of the naming of
children ; the fifth of ceremonies and prognostications.

The few specimens of Mexican writing which have come
down to us, show that, though the Aztecs had not used
their picturesigns as skilfully as some other nations have
done, they had taken the first step towards phonetic, s.
sound-writing ; a step which, if pursued, would have led
them through some such process as we shall afterwards see
was followed by the Egyptians and Pheenicians, to the for
mation of a true alphabet. They had begun to w
proper names of chiefs and towns by pictures of things tha
recalled the sound of their names, instead of by a symbo
suggestive of the appearance or quality of the place oI
chieftain, or of the meaning of the names, It is difficult te
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condition of arbitrary signs, whose connection with the
things signified must be a matter of habit and memory,
The task of learning a sign for every word of the language
in place of conquering the art of spelling does seem, at first
sight, to put Chinese children in a pitiable condition, as
compared with ourselves. To lessen our compassion, we
may recall that the Chinese language is still in a primitive
condition, and therefore comprehends very much fewer
distinct sounds than do the languages we know, the same
sound being used to express meanings by a difference in in-
tonation. This difference could not easily be given in
writing ; it is therefore, with the Chinese, almost a necessity
to recall to the mind the thing itself instead of its name.
Beside the ordinary pictorial signs which convey a direct

and simple idea to the mind, men must in pictorial writing
need a great number of signs for ideas which
cannot be pictured. All abstract ideas, for in-
stance, come under this head. But even some things\
which could themselves be drawn are not always so
portrayed. When a symbol, and not a direct picture, is
used for the thing or idea represented we call the symbol
an ideograph. We see, then, that pictorial signs may be
used in several different ways, sometimes as real pictures,
sometimes as ideographs, which again may be divided
into groups as they are used — (1) metaphorically, as a
bee for industry; (2) enigmatically, as, among the
Egyptians, an ostrich feather is used as a symbol of
justice, because all the plumes in the wing of this bird
were supposed to be of equal length; (3) by syndoche—
putting a part for the whole,—as two eyeballs for eyes; (4
by metonomy—putting cause for effect,—as a tree for
shadow ; the disk of the sun for a day, etc. This system o
writing in pictures and symbols requires so much ingenuit;

Ideographs.
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we meant a jug or puncheon. The Chinese determinative
signs are not, however, left to each writer's fancy. Two
hundred and fourteen signs (originally themselves pictures,
remember) have been chosen out, and are always used in
this way. The classes into which objects are divided by
these numerous signs are minute, and do not appear to
follow any scientific method or arrangement, There is a
sign to show that a written word belongs to the class noses,
another for rats, another for frogs, another for tortoises.
One is inclined to think that the helpful signs must be as
1 | hard to remember as the words themselves, and that they
can only be another element in the general confusion,
i Probably their frequent recurrence makes them soon be-
come familiar to Chinese readers, and they act as finger-
posts to guide the thoughts into the right direction.
Determinative signs have always come in to help in the
transitional stage between purely ideographic and purely
phonetic writing, and were used by both Egyptians and.
Assyrians in their elaborate systems as soon as the phonetie
principle began to be employed among their ideographs.

It is an interesting fact that the Japanese have dealt with
the Chinese system of writing precisely as did the Phee-
nicians with the Egyptian hieroglyphics. They have chosen
forty-seven signs from the many thousands employed by the
Chinese, and they use them phonetically only; that is to
say, as true sound-carrying letters. '
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history, beginning to perform their new duties side by side
with the old, so that we may be sure of their identity ; and
this opportunity 1s afforded us by the hieroglyphic writing
of the ancient Egyptians, who, being people disposed to
cling to everything that had once been done, never alto-
gether left off employing their first methods, even after they
had taken another and yet another step towards a more
perfect system of writing; but carried on the old ways and
the new improvements side by side. The nature of their
language, which was in part radical and in part inflexional,
was one cause of this intermixture of methods in their writ-
ing; it had partly but not entirely outgrown the stage in
which picture-signs are most useful. Ideograph is the proper
name for a picture-sign, which, as soon as picture-writing
supersedes picturing, becomes the sign for a thought quite
as often as it is the sign for an object. Very ancient as are
the earliest Egyptian records, we have none which belong
to the time when the invention of writing was in the stage
of picturing ; we only conjecture that it passed through this
earliest stage by finding examples of picturing mixed with
their other kinds of writing. Each chapter of the Rifual,
the oldest of Egyptian books, has one or more designs at
its head, in which the contents of the chapter are very
carefully and ingeniously pictured ; and the records of royal
triumphs and progresses which are cut out on temple and
palace walls in ideographic and phonetic signs, are always
prefaced by a large picture which tells the same story in the
primitive method of picturing without words.
The next stage of the invention, ideographic writing, the |
ancient Egyptians carried to great perfection,
Egyptian .4 reduced to a careful system. The signs
WHtng: e ideas became fixed, and were not chosen
according to each writer's fancy. Every picture had its
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than the saving of a little trouble to hieroglyphists, but it
was the germ out of which our system of writing sprang.
The priest who did #ia# had taken the first step towards
picturing sound, and cut a true phonetic sign—the true if
remote parent, in fact, of one of the twenty-four letters of
our own alphabet.

Let us consider how the thought would probably grow.
The writers once started on the road of making signs stand
for sounds would observe how much fewer sounds there are
than objects and ideas, and that words even when unlike
are composed of the same sounds pronounced in different
succession. If we were employed in painting up a notice
on a wall, and intended to use ideographs instead of letters,
and moreover if the words manage, mansion, manly, mantles,
came into our sentence, should we not begin each of these
words by a figure of a man? and again, if we had to write
treacle, treason, treaty, we should begin each with a picture
of a tree; we should find it easier to use the same sign
often for part of a word, than to invent a fresh symbol
for each entire word as we wrote it. For the remaining
syllables of the words we had so successfully begun we
should have to invent other signs, and we should perhaps
soon discover that in each syllable there were in fact several
sounds, or movements of lips or tongue, and that the same
sounds differently combined came over and over again in
all our words. Then we might go on to discover exactly
how many movements of the speaking organs occurred in
ordinary speech, and the thought of choosing a particular
picture to represent each movement might occur; we sho
then have invented an alphabet in its Eal'llESt fnrm
That was the road along which the ancient Eg}rpt:aﬁﬂ
travelled, but they progressed very slowly, and never quit
reached its end. They began by having syllabic mgnsg
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eye, We have first the picture of some event—the king,
say, offering sacrifice to a god,—then we have each separate
word of the sentence first recorded by ideographs, then
spelled by ordinary letters.

Another source of difficulty in deciphering the writing of
the ancient Egyptians, is that they were not content with
a single sign for a single sound ; they had a great many
different pictures for each letter, and used them in fanciful
ways. For example, if / occurred in the name of a king
or god, they would use the lion-picture to express it, think-
ing it appropriate ;. but if the same sound occurred in the
name of a queen, they would use a lotus-lily as- more femi-
nine and elegant. They had as many as twenty different
pictures which: could be used for the first letter of our
alphabet @, and thirty for the letter 4, one of which closely
resembles our capital H in form, being two upright palm-
branches held by two arms which make the cross of the H.
No letter had fewer than five pictures to express its sound,
from which the writer might choose according to his fancy;
or perhaps, sometimes, according to the space he had to fill
up on the wall, or obelisk, where he was writing, and the
effect in form and colour he wished his sentence to produce.
Then again, all their letters were not quite true letters
(single breathings). The Egyptians never got quite clear
about vowels and consonants, and generally spelt words
(unless they fegan with a vowel sound) by consonants only,
the consonants carrying a vowel breathing as well as their
own sound, and thus being syllabic signs instead of true
letters,

Since much of the writing of the ancient Egyptians was
used ornamentally as decoration for the walls of their houses
and temples, and took with them the place of the tapestry
of later times, the space required to carry out their complex
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Egyptians had brought so far on its road, and by throwing
away all the first attempts, to allow the serviceable, success-
The Phee- ful parts of the system to stand out clear. The
nician ~ Phoenicians, to whom tradition points as the
alphabet.  introducers of our alphabet into Europe, and
who, during early ages, were in very close political and
trading connection with the ancient Egyptians, are now
believed to be the authors of the improvement by which
we benefit. They did not invent the alphabet which the
Greeks learned from them ; they could have had no reason
to invent signs, when they must have been well acquainted
with the superabundance that had been in use for centuries
before they began to build their cities by the sea-shore.
What they probably did was to choose from the Egyptian
characters, with which all the traders of the world must have
been familiar, just so many phonetic or sound-carrying
signs as represented the sounds of which their speech was
made up ; and rejecting all others, they kept strictly to these
chosen ones in all their future writings, This was a great
work to have accomplished, and we must not suppose that it
was done by one man, or even in one generation ; as probably
it took a very long time to perfect the separation between
vowels and consonants: a distinction which had already
been made by the ancient Egyptians, for they had vowel
signs, though, as before remarked, they constantly made
their consonants carry the vowels, and spelt words with con-
sonants alone. You will remember that consonants are the
most important elements of language, and constitute, as we
have said before, the bones of words ; but also that distine-
tions of time, person, and case depend in an early stage of]
language very much on vowels ; and you will therefore under-
stand how important to clearness of expression it was 0
have clearly defined separate signs for the vowels and di@-
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thongs that had, so to speak, all the exactitude of meaning in
their keeping. The Phceenicians, of all the people in the early
world, were most in need of a clear and precise method of
writing : for, being the great traders and settlers of ancient
times, one of its principal uses would be to enable them to
communicate with friends at a distance by means of writings
which should convey the thoughts of the absent ones, or the
- private instructions of a trader to his partner without need
& of an interpreter.

The advantages of simplicity and clearness had been less
. felt by Egyptian priests while inscribing their stately records
- on walls of temples and palaces, and on the tapering sides
- of obelisks which were meant to lift sacred words up to the
eye of Heaven rather than to expose them to those of men.
They believed that a race of priests would continue, as long
as the temples and obelisks continued, who could explain
the writing to those worthy to enter into its mysteries; and
' they were not sorry, perhaps, to keep the distinction of
understanding the art of letters to their own caste.

It was not till letters were needed by busy people, who
‘had other things to do besides studying, that the necessity
for making them easy to learn, and really effective as carriers
of thought across distances, was sincerely felt. Two con-
jectures as to the method pursued by the Pheenicians in
choosing their letters and adapting them to their own
anguage have been made by the learned. One is, that
while they took the forms of their letters from the Egyptian
system of signs, and adopted the principle of making each
picture of an object stand for the first sound of its name, as
labo for /, they did not give to each letter the value it had
in the Egyptian alphabet, but allowed it to mean for them
the first, sound of its name in their own language. For
example, they took the sign for an ox’s head and made it
o
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stand for the sound 4, not because it was one of the Egyptian
signs for ‘e’ but because Aleph was the name for an ox
and ‘e’ was its first syllable. This, which seems a natural
method enough, is, however, not the method which was
followed by the Japanese in choosing their alphabet from
signs ; and more recent investigations prove such a close
resemblance between the earliest forms of Pheenician letters,
and early forms of signs for the same sounds in Hieratic
character, that a complete descent in sound-bearing power,
as well as in form, 1s now claimed for our letters from those
hieroglyphics, which, in our ignorance of the relationship,
we used to consider a synonymous term for something unin-
telligible. The Semitic language spoken by the Pheenicians
was richer in sounds than the less developed language
spoken by the ancient Egyptians; but as the Egyptians
used several signs for each letter, the Pheenicians easily fell
into the habit of giving a slightly different value to two forms
originally identical, and thus provided for all the more del-
cate distinctions of their tongue. A close comparison of
the forms of the letters of the earliest known Canaanite in-
scriptions with Hieratic writing of the time of the Old
Empire reveals a resemblance so striking between fifteen of
the Pheenician letters and Hieratic characters carrying the
same sounds, that a conviction of the derivation of one from
the other impresses itself on even a careless observer. The
carrespondence of the other five Canaanite letters with their
Hieratic counterparts is less obvious to the uneducated eye,
but experts in such investigations see sufficient likeness even
there to confirm the theory.

The gradual divergence of the Pheenician characters from
their Hieratic parents is easily accounted for by the differ-
ence of the material and the instrument employed by the
Pheenicians and Egyptians in writing. The Hieratic cha-
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its shape in no other way than by having once stood for an
object, whose name in the ancient people’s language began
with the sound it conveys to us.

These Pheenician letters, born on the walls of Egyptian
tombs older than Abraham, and selected by Pheenician
traders who took their boats up to Memphis at or before
Joseph’s time, are the parents of all the alphabets now used
in the world, with the exception of that one which the
Japanese have taken from Chinese picture-writing. The
Pheenicians carried their alphabet about with them to all the
countries where they planted trading settlements, and it was
adopted by Greeks, and by the Latins from the Greeks, and
then gradually modified to suit the languages of all the
civilized peoples of east and west.'! The Hebrew square
letters are a form of divergence from the original type, and
even the Sanskrit character in all its various styles can be
traced back to the same source by experts who have studied
the transformations through which it has passed in the
course of ages. It is, of course, easy to understand that
these ubiquitous little shapes which through so many
centuries have had the task laid on them of spelling words
in so many different languages must have undergone some
variations in their values'to suit the tongues that interpreted
them.

The original family of twenty letters have not always kept
together, or avoided the intrusion of new comers. Some of
the languages they have had to express, being in an early

I Tt is interesting to note that ome of the proofs that the Greek
alphabet is derived from the Pheenician is precisely similar to the
proof that the Sanskrit Dydus or dukitar are earlier forms than Zeus or
daughter. Because in Greek alphabet means only alpha (a) beta (8l
but in Pheenician alpha or aleph and beta or beth have distinct meanings
—¢ox” and * house '—the objects supposed to be symbolized by the first
two Pheenician letters. See above,






310 THE DAWN OF HISTORY.

—_— —_— -

stances. No wonder that, when people believed a whole
alphabet to have been invented straight off, they also thought
that it took a god to do it. Thoth, the Great-and-great,
with his emblems of justice and his recording pencil;
Qannes, the Sea-monster, to whom all the wonders of the
under-world lay open; Swift Hermes, with his cap of
invisibility and his magic staff; One-eyed Odin, while his
dearly purchased draught of wisdom-water was inspiring him
stil. No one indeed—as we see plainly enough now—but
a hero like one of these, was equal to the task of inventing
an alphabet.

Before we have quite done with alphabets, we ought to
speak of another system of ancient writing, the cuneiform ;
which, though it has left no trace of itself on
modern alphabets, 1s the vehicle which pre-
serves some of the most interesting and ancient
records in the world. The cuneiform or arrow-shaped
character used by the ancient Chaldeans, Assyrians, Baby-
lonians, and Persians, is supposed to owe its peculiar form
to the material on which it was habitually graven by
those who employed it. It arose in a country where the
temples were built of unburned brick instead of stone,
and the wedge-shaped form of the lines composing the
letters is precisely what would be most easily produced
on wet clay by the insertion and rapid withdrawal of a
blunt-pointed stick or reed. Like all other systems, it
began in rude pictures, which gradually came to have a
phonetic value, in the same manner as did the Egyptian
heiroglyphics. The earliest records in this character are
graven on the unburned bricks of pyramidal-shaped temples,
which a little before the time of Abraham began to be built
by a nation composed of mixed Shemite, Cushite, and
Scythian (z.e. Turanian) peoples round the shores of the

Cuneiform
writing.
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complex, and the difficulty of reading the signs used pho-
netically is greatly increased by the fact of the language
from which they acquired their values- (a Turanian one)
being different from the Semitic tongue, in which the most
important records are written.

Of other systems of writing, chiefly pictorial, known in
the ancient world, such as the Hittite and the Cypriot—
or, again, of the picture-writing of many other savage tribes
beside the North American Indians, it is not necessary to
speak. For we are not writing a history of alphabets, but
of the acquisition of the az# of writing by mankind,
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motions among themselves, and cooling, separated into
separate orbs. How like is all this process to the history of
nations | These, confounded once together in one unstable
mass of wandering tribes, have in like manner separated
from their nebulous brethren, and, setting up their internal
vortices, have coalesced into nations. And yet as a system
of planets, albeit with their own distinctive motions, do all
revolve in one direction round one central force, so the
different families of nations, which we may call the planets
of a system, seem in like manner compelled by a power
external to themselves in one particular course to play a
particular part in the world’s history. The early stone-age
Turanians, the Cushite civilizers of Egypt and Chalda:a, the
Semitic people, may all be looked upon as different systems
of nations, each with its mission to the human race. Thus,
too, the Aryan people, after they had once become so
separated as to lose all family remembrance, are found
working together to accomplish an assigned destiny, mi-
grating in every direction, and carrying with them every=
where the seeds of a higher civilization.

The rays of history are seen gradually spreading from
Egypt up through Mesopotamia to the nations of Palestine—
not yet the land of the Hebrews—then to Asia Minor, and
so to Greece. That is the land-root of civilization. We are
speaking rather of succession in time than of actual suc-
cession by inheritance. We cannot tell, at any rate, that
Chaldza was in any way indebted to Egypt for its early
civilization, or Egypt to Chaldea. But with the exception
of that blank, the rest of the progress of civilization by
inheritance does follow pretty clearly. The Assyrian
Empire inherited from the old Babylonian Empire. And
the nations of Palestine inherited from Egypt and Assyna
both. On the borders of Asia Minor were two peoples
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the doings of the Pheenicians long before the days of
history had begun to dawn upon the Aryan nations of the
Mediterranean.

If we desire to get any idea of the process by which the
separation of the Aryan peoples became completed, we must
put quite upon one side the idea of a nation as we see it
now. Now, when we speak the word, we think of a political
unit subject to one government, stationary, and confined
within pretty exact limits of space. But very different were
the nations during the process of their formation ; there was
scarcely any political unity among them, their homes were
unfixed, their members constantly shifting and changing com-
binations, like those heaps of sand we see carried along in a
cyclone. Let us, then, forget our political atlases, with their
different colours and well-marked boundaries, and think not
of the inanimate adjunct of a nation, the soil on which it
happens to dwell, but of the nation as the men of whom it
is made up. The earliest things we discern are those VD]‘I:ICI:S
set up 1n the midst of a homogeneous people, an attractive
power somewhere in the midst of them which draws them
into closer fellowship. It acts like the attractive power of a
crystal in selecting from any of the surrounding matters the
fragments most suited to its proper formation. Thus the
earliest traditions of a pecple are generally the history of
some individual tribe from which the whole nation feigns
itself descended ; either because of its actual pre-eminence
from the beginning, the power it had of drawing other tribes
to share its fortunes, or because, out of many tribes drawn
together by some common interest or sentiment, the bards
of later days selected this one tribe from among the others;
and adopted its traditions for their own. If we remember
this, much that would otherwise appear a hopeless mass af
contradiction and ambiguity is capable of receiving a definite
meaning,
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Greek myths—in the legend, for example, of Minos and his
early Cretan kingdom ; in the myth of Aphrodité springing
from the sea by Cythera; and in the worship of Phcoebus
Apollo which sprang up in Delos. Legend spoke of two
Minoses—one, the legislator of Crete, representative of all
that was most ancient in national policy, and for that reason
transferred to be the judge of souls in Hell ; the second, he
who made war against the Athenians, and compelled them
to pay their dreadful yearly tribute of seven youths and
seven maidens to be devoured of the Minotaur in the Cretan
labyrinth. Until Theseus came. No doubt the two Minoses
are but amplifications of one being, who, whether mythical or
historical, is an echo in the memory of Greeks of the still
older Cretan kingdom. In both tales Minos has a dreadful
aspect ; perhaps because this “ Lord of the Isles’ had been
inimical to the early growing communities of the mainland.

The myths of Aphrodité and Apollo have been already
commented upon as enfolding within them the history of.
their origin. Aphrodité is essentially an Asiatic divinity;
she springs to life in a Pheenician colony. But Pheebus
Apollo is before all things the god of the Ionian Greeks;
and as Zkedr first national life begins in the islands, /s birth
too takes place in one of these, the central one of all, Delos.
In Homer, Delos, or Ortygia, is feigned to be the central
spot of the earth.

Thus the Greeks were from the beginning a Cﬂmmercl._aj&
people. Before their history began, there is proof that theyi
had established a colony in the Delta of the Nile ; and the
frequent use of the word Jawen*® in the Bible—which here
stands for Ionians—shows how familiar was their name t0 |

1 The word would be more correctly spelt ¥Yawmdn. It is known r
16n has been changed from Ivin, or rather Iwdn, by the elision of the

digamma.
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came under such similar conditions into their new homes.
Whether it were through some peculiarity in their national
character, or a too-rapid civilization, or the two great influ-
ences of a changeful character and adventurous life, the
Greeks never cemented properly together the units of their
race ; the Italians, through a much slower process of integra-
tion, lived to weld their scattered fragments into the most
powerful nation the world has ever seen.

This second half, then, of the Graco-Italic family, crossing
the Hellespont like (or with) the first dwellers in Greece
proper, proceeded onwards until, skirting the
shores of the Adriatic, they found out a second
peninsula, whose fertile plains tempted them to dispute
the possession of the land with the older inhabitants.
Who were these older inhabitants?  In part they must
have been those lake-dwellers of northern Italy to whom
reference was made in our second chapter, and who were
evidently closely alied to the stone-age men of Switzerland ;
but besides these we have almost no trace of the men who
were dispossessed by the Italic tribes, and these last, who
pushed to the farthest extremity of the peninsula, must have
completely absorbed, or completely exterminated, the abori-
gines. The process by which the Italians spread over the
land is altogether hidden from us. Doubtless their several |
seats were not assigned to the different branches at once,
or without bloodshed. Though still no more than separahp:
tribes, we are able to divide the primitive Italians into stocks
of which the southern most resembled the ancient type of
the Pelasgic family ; those in the centre formed the Latin
group ; while north of these (assuming that they, too, were:
Aryans) lay the Etruscans, the most civilized of all the th
At this time the tribes seem to have acknowledged
common bond, nothing corresponding to the word Hell

The Fomans.
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almost nomadic condition to one of considerable advance-
ment in the arts of peace.

When from the Greeks and Romans we turn to the Celts
and Teutons, we must descend much lower in the records
of history before we can get any clear glimpse at
these. The Celts, who were probably the first
Aryans in Europe, seem gradually to have been forced farther
and farther west by the incursions of other peoples. At one
time, however, we have evidence that they extended east-
ward, at least as far as the Rhine, and over all that northern
portion of Italy—now Lombardy and part of Sardinia—which
to the Romans went by the name of Cisalpine Gaul. The
long period of subjection to the Roman rule which Gaul ex-
perienced, obliterated in that country all traces of its early
Celtic manners, and we are reduced for our information
concerning these to the pages of Roman historians, or to the
remains of Celtic laws and customs preserved in the western
homes of the race. The last have only lately received a
proper attention. The most primitive Irish code—the Brehon
laws—has been searched for traces of the primitive Celtic
life. From both our sources we gather that the Celts were
divided into tribes regarded as members of one family.
These clans were ruled over by chiefs, whose offices were
hereditary, or very early became so. They were thus but
slightly advanced out of the most primitive conditions,—
they cannot be described as a nation. Had they been so,
extensive and warlike as they were, they would have been
capable of subduing all the other infant nationalities of
Aryan folk. As it was, as mere combinations of tribes
under some powerful chieftain (Czesar describes just sudji
they gave trouble to the Roman armies even under a Ca ar,
and were in early days the most dreadful enemies of
Republic. Under Brennus, they besieged and took Ro

The Celts.
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gleaned of the Teutonic race. The first time we have seen
that they show themselves upon the stage of history is pos-
sibly in company with the Celts, supposing for a
moment that the Cimbri, who in company with
the Teutones, the Tigurini, and the Ambrones were defeated
by Marius (B.c. 101), were Celts.! What branch of the
German family (if any) the Teutones were, 1s quite un-
certain, Again, in the pages of Cesar we meet with several
names of tribes evidently of German origin. The Treviri,
the Marcomanni (Mark men, men of the march or boundary),
Allemanni (all-men, or men of the great or the mixed?®
nation), the Suevi (Suabians), the Cherusci—men of the
sword, perhaps the same as Saxons, whose name has the
same meaning.

It is not till after the death of Theodosius at the end of the
fourth century of our era that the Germans fill a conspicuous
place on the historical canvas, By this time they had come
to be divided into a number of different nations, similar in
most of the elements of their civilization and lmrbarism:'
closely allied in languages, but politically unconnected, or
even opposed. Most of these Teutonic peoples grew into
mighty nations and deeply influenced the future of Euro-
pean history. It is therefore right that we pass them
rapidly in review. 1. The Goths had been long settled in the
region of the Lower Danube, chiefly in the country called
Maesia, where Ulfilas, a Gothic prince who had been con-
verted to Christianity, returned to preach to his countrymen,
became a bishop among them, and by his translation of the
Bible into their tongue, the Mceso-Gothic, has left a per
petual memorial of the language. During the reign of

1 Or if the Teutones were really Germans. Some have denied th

(see Latham’s Germania, Appendix). But, I think, without sufficien

reason. ¢
2 Latham’s Germania. ;

The Teutons.
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The condition of the German people, even so late as the
time when they began their invasion of the Roman territory,
was far behind that of the majority of their Aryan fellows,
It is likely that they were little more civilized than the
Greeks and Romans were, in days when they lived together
as one collection of tribes. For the moment when we catch
sight of these—the Greeks and Romans—in their new
homes, we see them settled agriculturists, with no trace left
of their wandering habits. It was not so with the Teutons :
they knew agriculture certainly, they had known it before
they separated from the other peoples of the European
family (for the Greek and Latin words for plough reappear
in Teutonic speech?); but they had not altogether bid
adieu to their migratory life—we see them still flowing in
a nebulous condition into the Roman lands. Even the
Tartars of our day—the very picture of a nomadic people
—practise some form of agriculture. They plant buck-
wheat, which, growing up in a few months, allows them to-
reap the fruits of their industry without tying them long to
a particular spot. The Teutons were more stationary than
the Tartars, but doubtless they too were constantly shifting
their homes—choosing fresh homesteads, as Tacitus says
they did, wherever any spot, or grove, or stream attracted
them. The condition of society called the village com-
munity, which has been described in a former chapter,
though long abandoned by the cultivated Greeks and
Romans, was still suitable to the exigencies of #keir life ; but
these exigencies imposed upon it some fresh conditions.
Their situation, the situation of those who made their way
into the western countries of Europe, was essentially that o
conquerors ; for they must keep in subjection the origl
inhabitants, whether Romans or Celts ; and so all their so

! ¢.z. Old German, aran, to plough = arare, etc.
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have for centuries been handed down from father to son,
and display the mythology and religion of our German
ancestors, such as in a former chapter we endeavoured to
sketch them out.  Slight as they are, they are of inestimable
value, in that they help us to read the mind of heathen
Germany, and to weigh the significance of the last great
revolution in Europe’s history—a revolution wherein we,
through our ancestors, have taken and through ourselves are
still taking part, and in which we have therefore so close an
mterest.

But having carried the reader down to this point, our
task comes to an end. Even for Europe, the youngest born
as it were in the world’s history, when we have passed the
epoch of Teutonic invasion, the star of history sera rubens
has definitely risen. Nations from this time forward emerge
more and more into the light, and little or nothing falls to
the part of pre-historic study.
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cerning the history of I"clhr_::-lithi{, man which presses the
most immediately for solution, is that which has been _||1st
touched upon here: whether ll]{. variety of animal remains
with which the remains of men are found associated, do really
point to an immensely lengthened period of his existence, in
this primitive state. We have said that human bones are
found associated with those of the mammoth (Elephas primi-
gentus), those of the woolly rhinoceros, and with the remains
of other animals whose existence seems to imply a cold-tem-
perate, or almost frigid, climate ; at another place, or a little
lower in the same river bed (the higher gravel beds are the
oldest), we may find the bones of the hippopotamus, an animal
which in these days is never found far away from the tropics.
The conclusion seems obvious : man must have lived through
the epoch of change—enormously long though it was—from
a cold to an almost tropical climate. Some writers have freely
accepted this view, and even gone beyond it to argue the possi-
bility of man having lived through one of the great climatic
revolutions which produced an Ice Age. (See the arguments
on this head in Mr. Geikie’s fee Age.) And in a private letter,
written from the West Indies, Kingsley says that he see
reason for thinking that man existed in the Miocene Era. (See
Life of Kingsley.)

On the other hand, these rather startling theories have not
yet received their f.ug.'farmmmr from the highest scientific
authorities. There are many ways in which they clash with
the story which the stone-age remains seem to tell of man’s
primitive life. For instance, the civilization of the caves is to
all appearance in advance of that of the drift-beds ; and yet,
as we have seen (p. 18), the cave men must have existed
during the earlier part of the stone age, that of the mammoth.
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Here we see evidences of a decided improvement, an advance ;
whereas between the drift-remains associated with the mam-
moth and those associated with the hippopotamus are seen few
Or None.

P. 9. Cave-drawings or carvings—The best representations
of these are to be found in the work of Christy and L
given above.
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These subtle and complex notions are by no means to be
expressed by the conventional words magic, animism, etc.,
loosely thrown about by anthropologists.

Pp. 47 and 52. Weawving.—The art of platting, which carries
in it the germ of the art of weaving, is of immemorial, undis-
coverable antiquity. There can hardly have been a time when
men did not weave together twigs or reeds to form a rude tent
covering—a primitive house. And one proof of the immense
antiquity of this practice is given by the numerous names for
twigs, reeds, etc., in different languages which are derived from
words signifying to twist or weave. The word weave itself

- (Ger. weben) is connected with a Sanskrit root 7, meaning

much the same thing ; and we find this same root 7¢ appear-
ing again in the Latin, vémen a twig, and w:fis, a vine, the
last so named from its tendrils, which we should judge were
used for platting before they were used for producing grapes.
From the same root, again, and for the same reason, are derived
the Latin widurrnum, briony ; the Slavonic wwefle, willow ; the
Sanskrit vefra, reed. The Latin scirpus, reed, and the Greek
~ypigos, 2 net, are allied ; but these may not be instances quite in
point. A
Such rude platting as this is a very different thing from the
elaborately woven cloths found among the remains of the lake-
villages, whose construction involves also the art of spinning.

P. 54. The view put forward in this chapter concerning the
race of the neolithic men in Europe, is that which seems to
the writer most consistent with a// the facts known, concerning
the distribution of pre-historic man. As was said in the
Preface, the students in different branches of pre-historic =
inquiry have not begun yet to collate sufficiently the results ‘g.
of their researches, and their opinions sometimes clash. We
have to reconcile the pre-historic anthropologist and the
ethnologist with the student of comparative philology. Most
of the former are agreed that the earliest inhabitants of this
quarter of the globe were most allied in character to the Lapps
and Finns; and were consequently of what we have distin-
guished (Chapter V.) as the yellow-skinned family. But they are
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Kuhn, Zeitschrift fiir vergleichende Sprachforschung.
Miiller, Max, Lectures on the Science of Language.
Miiller, Max, Sanskrit Literature.

Peile, Introduction lo Greek and Latin Elymology.
Pictet, Les Origines Indo- Europdennes.

Sayce, Introduction to the Science of Langiage.
Wilson, fatroduction to the Rig Veda Sanhita.

Agreeably to the plan enunciated in the first chapter (pp. 4-6)

I have used up all the more generally admitted facts and
theories to form what seemed to me a reasonable account of the
growth of language ; to form an account too which should
subserve one great end of this volume, by stimulating the
thoughts of the reader at the same time that it pointed out the
nature of the evidence upon which conclusions are founded,
thereby preparing the reader to pursue the enquiry upon his
own account.

The science of Comparative Philology is, however, in too
unripe a condition to allow us to speak with dogmatic assurance
with regard to its inferences ; even those which seem fundamental
have been, and may again, be called in question. It is right
here, therefore, to remind the reader that it is quite upon the
cards that further research may end by upsetting the generally
accepted theory of the growth of inflexions in language. Even
now there is a school of philologists and anthropologists that
denies the premise upon which this theory rests—the radical
origin of all language. This school maintains that, instead of
speech beginning in monosyllabic root-sounds, as is generally
supposed, it begins in extremely elaborate and complicated
sounds which are in fact nothing else than sentences ; that it
is only by the wear and tear of use that the sentence has got
split up into its component sounds, which have then taken thﬁx
character of monosyllabic roots.

This theory was first set on foot by a writer (Waitz) who is
an anthropologist rather than a student of language, and it
might be distinguished as the anthropological theory of the
origin of speech. We have no space here for a full discussion
of its merits. It will be enough to indicate some 4 priori
arguments in its favour, ¥
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P. 68. Consonantal and vewel sounds.—The fact that even in
Aryan roots the consonants have more weight than the vowel
sounds will be evident merely from the instances given in the
course of this and the following chapter—/y, flee, flezww (w is
here a vowel sound) ; nzght, Nacht,; knight, Knecht; Rawm, room;
asmi, esmi (efmi), sum, etc. This general rule holds good for
almost all languages, and seems necessarily to do so from the
stronger character of the consonantal and the weaker character
of the vowel sounds.

But the 7elative importance of vowels and consonants is very
different in different classes of language. In the Aryan tongues
the essential root is made up of vowels and consonants, and the
variations upon the root idea are generally expressed by addi-
tions to the root and not by internal changes in it. In this way,
as we saw, most grammatical inflexions are made : hom-o, hom-
inis, am-o0, am-abam, Téwrre, frvrroy, érvfor, etc. But in Semitic
languages the root consists of the consonants only, and the
inflexions are produced by internal changes, changes of the
vowels which belong to a consonant. For example, in Arabic
the three consonants &-#-/ (£atfl) represent the abstract notion of
the act of killing. From them we get £dfi/, one who kills ; A&
(pl. akfal), an enemy ; kalala, he slew ; kufila, he was slain.
From z-r-b (zawrb), the act of striking ; zardun, a striking (in
concrete sense) ; sardbun, a striker ; zaraba, he struck ; zwriba,
he was struck. Compare these with occido, occidi, occisor, or
with Tim7w, Térvga, etc,, and we see that in the Aryan tongues
the radical remains almost unchanged, and the inflexions are
made aé exfra; but in the Semitic language the inflexions are
made by changes of vowel sound within the framework of the
root consonants. 2

The usual grammatical root in Arabic is composed of thre&{
consonants, as in the examples given above. Most of the
Semitic languages are in too fully formed a state to allow us m%
see whether or no these roots, which are of course at the leas
dissyllabic, grew up out of single sounds; but a comparison
with some languages of the Semitic family (e.¢. Egyptian) which
are still near to their early radical state, show us that they have
probably done so.

The Coptic language, which is the nearest we can get to

re
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Sayce, Ancient Empirves of the East.
Tylor, Anthropology.

P. 119. The word Turanian is untenable as an ethnic term.
It can be used—though with a somewhat loose signification
—to distinguish those languages which are in the agglutina-
tive stage. DBut the reader must be careful not to suppose that
it comprises a ciass of nearly allied peoples, as the Aryan
and Semitic families of language, upon the whole, do. The
only race which includes the Turanian peoples of Europe and
Asia includes also those who speak monosyllabic languages :
this is the yellow race, and is of course a division of the widest
possible kind.

P. 122. Touching the relationship of the Egyptians to the
negroes a variety of opinions are held. There can be no question
that their types of face forbid us to doubt that there was some
relationship between them ; while the representations of negroes
upon the ancient monuments of Egypt show that from the
remotest historical period there was a marked distinction
between the peoples, and that from that early time till now the
negroes have not changed in the smallest particular of ethnical
character. On the other hand, many people consider the Egyp-
tians and the Accadians to have been essentially the same
people, the Cushites—or as some call them Hamites—a race
which perhaps anciently spread from Susiana across Arabia
and the Red Sea to Abyssinia and Egypt.

P. 123. The names Chald@an and Assyrian are used with a
variety of significations by Orientalists, and in a way likely to
be confusing to the general reader. He will do well, therefore,
to bear the following facts in mind :— .

1. The Tigris and the Euphrates, after both taking their rise
in the Caleshin Dagh mountain in the Armenian highlands,
soon separate by a wide sweep, the Euphrates flowing south-
west and towards the Mediterranean, the Tigris flowing south- J
east towards the Persian Gulf. But instead of flowing Znfe
the Mediterranean, the Euphrates again turns first due south,
then south-east, so that it thenceforward flows parallel with
the Tigris. They approach nearer and nearer, until about B
dad they are separated by some twenty miles only ; but h
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—for from its largest town the empire is also called the Baby-
lonian—and was in its turn overthrown by an alliance between
the revolted Babylon and the King of Media.

The third element of confusion then arises from applying to
the language of the Semitic Chaldzans the name Assyrian,
which involves no participation in the empire of the Assyrians.

It i1s probable that these elements of confusion have not
always been avoided in the preceding chapters. But with the
aid of this note they will no longer present difficulties to the
reader.

It will be seen that both the Egyptians and Chald=ans of
Genesis, chap. x., are a Semitic people so far as regards the
character of their language, and belong in the main to the
white race. So far as regards their ethnic character, they were
probably more mixed than the peoples (Hebrews, Assyrians
proper, etc.) who are called the children of Shem, and therefore
we may call them proto-Semitic. .

The term Hamitic is altogether misleading, and had better
be unused in ethnical classifications. The real meaning, if we
follow the intention of its use in the Bible, is to distinguish
from the purer Semites (Hebrews, Moabites, etc.) what we
may call the proto-Semites ; that is, a number of races, such N
as the Egyptians and Chald=ans, as well as the Canaanites
generally, who spoke Semitic languages, but were very prob-
ably of impure blood, very likely of Semitic and Turanian
intermixture. If the word Hamitic be used to include the rest
of the inhabitants of the world who were not Semitic or Aryan,
then, though it will not be very useful, no objection can be
taken to its employment. But in that case we shall be obliged,
forming our classification by the known rather than by the
unknown, to include the Canaanites (who spoke Semitic lan-
guages) in the Semitic family ; and this will be in direct contra-
diction to the use of Hamitic in the Bible narrative. %
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than that in which we first find them. If we try to form any
conception of what the earlier state may have been, we at
once see that the results at present attained are almost purely
negative. All that can be predicated is that at one time a
large proportion of the human race did #of possess the notions
of the family and the marriage tie which were entertained
by people in the patriarchal state; that they did »of trace
blood relationship in the same way. What particular
customs immediately preceded or led to the patriarchal family,
whether this latter is to be considered as the original social
type, and the lower forms are to be regarded as derived from
it, or wice versd —to these questions no satisfactory answer can
at present be given.

Each step indeed in social change is to be looked upon, to a
great extent, as simply a phenomenon to be noted, the causes
for which it is impossible to determine accurately. This is
especially the case with the village community. The extent
of its distribution would incline one to the belief that it is a
natural or necessary result of a certain stage of social develop-
ment ; while the elaborate and artificial nature of its con-
struction points to the probability of some common origin from
which its developments might be traced. The greatest difficulty,
however, lies in trying to assign to this institution its due
effect on civilization : for it is frequently found in close com-
bination with institutions to which its spirit seems most strongly
opposed. Thus while we find it flourishing among the Germanic
tribes, we also discover among them a tendency to the custom
of primogeniture much more marked than is discoverable
among other Aryan races. Yet this custom scarcely seems to
find a place in the pure village community beyond the limits
of each individual household. At the same time the patri-
archal power was certainly less among the Germans than

among the early Romans, and probably also less than among
the Slavs.
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The origin and history of religion and mythology is (as we
might expect) a matter of keen controversy; and I cannot
anticipate that the reader would rise from the perusal of all the
books given in the above list with his mind not confused upon
many points on which they touch. To explain the position
taken up in Chapters VII1.-XI., I will add the following notes,
which may help the reader over some difficult and disputed
questions.

1. In the first place, we have confined our attention altogether
to the essential framework of the religious system or the myth-
system with which we were concerned. The frrational element
is omitted, and the mere process of omitting this relieves us
from entering upon many points which are strongly controverted
at this moment. For instance, the work of Mr. A. Lang cited
above (and which I specially mention here, as it is a good deal
upon the fzpis at the present moment) is altogether occupied in
combating a certain theory of Mr. Max Miiller’s, that the
irrational element in Aryan mythologies (Greek and Sanskrit
especially) could be shown to have arisen in most instances
from an abuse of language, or, more exactly, from an oblivion of
the true meaning of some essential word or name contained in
the myth, whereby a wholly mistaken and wholly irrational
element has been incorporated into the history of the god or
hero.

This theory Mr. A. Lang combats by adducing the evidence
that these irrational parts in mythology may be survivals of
thought from an earlier age in the history of the people, when
what seemed irrational (and often disgusting) to their literary
successors, and seems irrational and disgusting to us, seemed
neither one nor the other.

Into this controversy we are not required to enter. But it is
important to point out to the reader how completely this lies
outside the sphere of study which we have chosen ; the more so
because, through some criticisms of Mr, Lang’s book, a notion
has gained currency (among those presumably who have not
read the book in question) that Mr. Lang has revolutionized the
whole study of religion and mythology, whereas he only proposes
to deal with one section, and that a small one, of it.

Nor can it fairly be said that we are bound in these chapters
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trick of concealing the venerated relics beneath the altar, How,
it may be asked, would such a discovery affect our estimate
of the parts which William and Harold played as the rival
claimants for the English throne? If the reader can answer
that question he can decide the influence which studies into the
religion of the Maoris or Andaman Islanders are likely to have
over his estimate of the rafional parts of an historic creed.
Such a discovery as we have imagined would suggest the pos-
sibility that some remote channel of tradition had fathered an
old myth upon Harold and William. But it would give us no
clue as to how well it fitted upon their characters, how far it
gained general currency at the time. Upon these questions
alone depends our estimate of the position which the two his-
toric personages occupied in the world of their day. For a
story which is generally believed is almost the same as a story
which is true.

Or, if the reader prefers a story which is really a myth, take
the history of Hasting at the siege of Luna, with which most
readers will be acquainted, and how he gained an entry into
the town by feigning death and obtaining that his body should
be carried within the walls for Christian burial. Z7#af is un-
doubtedly a myth ; it is found to be sporadic among the his- \
tories of the Vikings and of the Normans, their descendants.
Should we discover that a very similar story has been current
among the Incas of Peru, how far could that discovery affect our
estimate of the supposed character of Hasting ?

When the reader has made up his mind upon this subject
he will be in a position, we have said, to estimate the weight
which we ought to attach to discoveries of this kind in refer-
ence to historic creeds ; because the heroes of these creeds are
evidently in the position of historic personages for those who i
hold the belief. As long as the Norsemen think that they hear
Odin rushing along at night upon his horse Sleipnir, Odin is
for them an historic personage ; as long as Greeks think that
it is Zeus who is fthundering from Ida,’ Zeus is as real to
them as William the Bastard was to the English nation—more
real than Hasting was to Dudo. And I maintain that an
understanding of what the Greeks thought about Zeus, or the
Norsemen about Odin, is very little furthered by (in Mr. Tylor's
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killed by wild animals. The son of Eliun who succeeded him
was dethroned, and at last slain by his own son £/ whom Philo
identifies with the Greek Kronos, and represents as the presiding
deity of the planet Saturn. In the Himyaritic inscriptions too
the name of El has been discovered.

* With the name of El, Philo connected the name of Elohim,
the plural of Eloah. In the battle between £/ and his father,
the allies of El, he says, were called Eloeim, as those who were
with Kronos were called Kronioi. This is no doubt a very
tempting etymology of £leak ; but as the best Semitic scholars,
and particularly Professor Fleischer, have declared against it,
we shall have, however reluctantly, to surrender it.

 Eloah is the same word as the Arabic Ilih, God. In the
singular, £loak is used synonymously with El ; in the plural, it
may mean gods in general, or false gods : but it becomes in the
Old Testament the recognized name for the true God, plural in
form but singular in meaning. In Arabic Ilih without the
article means a god in general ; with the article Al-1l4h, or
Allih, becomes the name of the God of Abraham and Moses,’

P. 197. Nafure- Worship—The part which the phenomena
of nature play in training the thoughts of uncultivated men N
toward religion, and poetry, and hero-worship, and legendary
lore, has been made the subject of warm controversy. And it
may not be altogether amiss if we bestow a little thought upon
the question, and upon the character of evidence by which this
nature-worship is thought to be established. '

That it is in no sense a degradation of our estimate of man
to suppose that his thoughts were led upward from the con-
templation of the objects of sense which lay around to the
contemplation of a Higher Being beyond the region of sensible
things, will become, it is to be hoped, clear upon a little reflec-
tion, and upon a candid examination of what has been said in
pp. 173-176. But still it may fairly be asked, Did this process
of deifying the powers of nature take place? Why should not the
human mind have come independently by the direct revelation
of God’s voice speaking in the hearts of men to a notion ofa
God ruler of the world, and then, by a natural process of decay,
proceed thence to a polytheism, a pantheon of beings who were
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possible to believe that they had the power of separating at will
the two ideas which we receive from these two words : for an
examination of formal logic shows us that notions do not
become completely distinguishable until they receive individual
names. The inference is obvious that a considerable number,
at any rate, of the gods of our Aryan ancestors were nature-gods
in the strictest sense.

It is equally true, however, that such divinities tend to fall into
certain forms, and accommodate themselves to ideals which, or
the germs of which, we may believe pre-existed in the human
mind. Itis thus that we have noticed the sun-gods and the
heaven-gods fulfilling their separate functions, and answering to
certain defined needs in the human heart.

P. 230. Persephoné and Balder—The true tragedy of the
death of summer is in the Norse religion portrayed in the myth
of Balder, the sun-god, which in respect of its force and inten-
tion fully answers to the Persephoné myth. It has often been a
subject of surprise that Balder's-bale, Balder’s death, was not =
celebrated at a time of year appropriate to mourning for the loss
of the sun-god, but at the summer solstice, when Balder attains \
his fullest might and brightest splendour. Why choose sucha
day as that to think of his mournful bedimming in the wintry
months? It seems to show a strange, gloomy, and forecasting
nature on the part of our Norse ancestors to be always reflecting
that in the midst of life—in the midst of our brightest, fullest
life—we are in death. £

I imagine that the custom of celebrating Balder’s-bale in this 3
way arose not entirely from the desire to preach this melan-
choly sermon ; though in part no doubt this desire was the
cause of it. It arose also from a dramatic instinct inducing
men for the sake of a strong contrast to surround the sun-god
with all the images of summer at the time when they were think-
ing of his death. It gives a dramatic intensity to the moment;
and thus it corresponds exactly with the picture of Persephoné
playing in the meadows in spring-time surrounded by all the
attributes of spring, just as Hades rises from the earth to bear
her for ever from the light of day.
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seem to stand ready in the human mind for the moulding of its
legends.

With regard to the particular question of sun (and other
nature) myths and their occurrence, the question which stands
between rival disputants is something of this sort : * All myths,
that is, all primitive legends, says one party which may be
regarded as the philological school, ‘are found, if we examine
closely enough into the meaning of the proper names which
occur in them, to represent originally some natural phenomenon,
which is in nine cases out of ten (at least for southern nations) a
story of some part of the sun’s daily course, some one of his
innumerable aspects.’ *Is it conceivable,’ say their opponents
(we may call these the anthropologists) “that man could ever
have been in such a condition that all his attention was turned
upon the workings of nature or upon the heavenly bodies ? Far
more probable is it, that these stories arose from a variety of
natural causes, real traditions of some hero, reminiscences of
historical events transformed in the mist of exaggeration, or the
legacy of days when men had strange and almost inconceivable
ideas about the world they live in, when they thought animals
spoke and had histories like men, that men could and frequently
did become trees, and trees men, etc., etc. Indeed, so strange X
and senseless are the notions of primitive men, that it is wasted
labour to try and interpret them.” This is a rough statement of
the two heads of argument. The second, so far as merely
negative, must fall before positive proof, as that the nature-myth
hidden in an immense number of stories can be by philology
satisfactorily unravelled. There is, however, also positive proof
on the other side, when many stories, which as nature-myths
interpreted on philological principles should only have existed
among the people of a particular linguistic family, are found
among other races who have no real relation whatever to the
first. ' :

Both these sets of facts can be adduced, and to reconcile

. them in every case would no doubt be hard. On the whole,
however, it will perhaps be found that, as has just been said,
certain moulds for the construction of stories seem to exist
already in the human mind, obeying some natural craving,
and into these, as into a Procrustean bed, the myth more or
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sonifications in some way of death—all, or almost all. He tugs
as he thinks at a cat and cannot li ft it from the ground ;
but the cat is Jormundgandr, the great mid-earth serpent, in
part the personification of the sea, but also (by reason of this)
the personification of the devouring hell ‘rapax Orcus’ (com-
pare Cerberus and the Sirameyas, and notice the middle age
change of Orcus to Ogre). He (or, in the story as we now have
it, Loki) contends with a personification of the death-fire, not
with a mere allegorical representation of fire in its common
aspect. And again he contends not with Elli, old age, but with
Hel, the goddess of the under-world.

This is the original form into which I read back the mythical
journey to Utgardloki. It is easy to see how the story got
changed. Loki is made to accompany Thor instead of to fight
against him ; the later mythologists not being able to understand
how Loki could sometimes be a god and dwell in Asgard, some-
times be a giant of Jotunheim. With this change the others
would easily creep in. Logi is invented to fight with Loki, and
Elli in place of Hel appears in obedience to a desire for allegory
in the place of true myth.

-~/

CHAPTERS XII. anp XIII.

e
Edkins, Introduction to Study of the Chinese Characters. : i
Lenormant, Essaz sur la Propagation de P Alphabet Phénicien.
Mahaffy, Prolecomena fo History. P
Rawlinson, Five Monarchies.
Rougé (Vte de), Origine Egyptienne de I’ Alphabet Phénicien.
Taylor, The Alphabel.
Tylor, Early History of Mankind.

None of the Semitic alphabets can be considered as quite
complete ; as a complete alphabet requires a subdivision of
sounds into their smallest divisions, and an appropriate sign for
each of these. But none of the Semitic alphabets in their
original forms seem to have possessed these qualifications..
They never get nearer to the expression of vowel sounds than
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IHI DAYS. THE HROCHS. | CONCURRENT EVENTS. _
|

Gla%ﬂh;ﬁrrgthnﬂ.!#{.l. Laplirm® - Tllrbtﬂh hurlf.n.mﬂ.llxﬁﬂ

Upper Lauréntian unconformably placed on Lower |

1. Creation of light.
2. The atmosphere.

.- Laurentian.

| | Launrentian, which containg Eozoon' Canadense. £
_\_._._:, earth covered with water | | Cambrian. | Cambrian. Traces of voleanic action. Ripple marks |
e _,m::u_:__;.._\,_. . o | r:..:ﬁ..m.:.m:.m,. land. " ”.q.
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