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XVII. HOW TO DIE.

@NUE on a time a King's priest was performing
his Pujas at a ghat of the Ganges after his ablutions,
when a harlot came to bathe there and carelessly
splashed the water causing afew drops of it to fall
upon the person of the priest. The priest’s meditation
was disturbed and he flew into a rage and pourzd
forth a volley of violent invectives on the woman.
The harlot did not lose her temper but simply
smiled, and said : “Poor man! I pity you, your
Pujas and meditations are all a sham, it seems you
have no control over your mind and you know not
how to die.” This remark incensed the Brahman all
the more, and he ran towards the woman to strike
her, but she being far more active and agile than her
persuer, showed him a clean pair of heels.

The angry priest went to the King and complain-
ed against the woman. The harlot being summoned
appeared before His Majesty. The King asked her
why she had insulted the priest. The woman fell
on her knees and addressed thus: * Sire! I could
hardly have the courage to insult even a dog
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