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SALEM WITCHCRAFT IN OUTLINE. 65

wife, two of his four sons-in-law had turned
against her. One (Crosby) had testified and
another (Parker) had allowed his name to be
used, as an adverse witness.

In view of all this, Corey made up his mind,
determined on his course, and stood to that de-
termination. He resolved to expiate his own
folly by a fate that would satisfy the demands of
the sternest criticism upon his conduct, proclaim
his abhorrence of the prosecutions, and attest the
strength of his feelings towards those of his chil-
dren who had been false, and those who had
been true, to his wite."”

He therefore had a will made, or more proper-
ly a deed, by which he gave all his property to
his “beloved sons-in-law William Cleeves of Bev-
erly and John Moulton of Salem;” it was a
strong, clear document, duly signed and witnessed.

His whole property being thus securely con-
veyed to his faithful sons-in-law, and placed
beyond the reach of his own weaknessor change
of purpose, Corey resolved on a course that would
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surely try to the utmost the power of human endur-
ance. He knew, that if brought to trial his death
was certain. He did not know but that conviction
and execution, through the attainder connected
with it, miight invalidate all attempts of his to
eonvey his property. But it was certain, that if
he should not be brought totrial and conviction,
his deed would stand, and nothing could break
it or defeat its effect. He accordingly made up
his mind not to be tried. When called into
Court to answer to the indictment found by the
Grand Jury, he did not plead “Guilty” or “Not
Guilty,” but stood mute. How often he was
called forth, we are not informed ; but nothing
could shake him. No power on earth could un-
seal his lips.

He knew that the gates of justice were closed,
and th-at truth had fled from the scene. He
would have no part nor lot in the matter ; refused
to recognize the court, made no response to its
questions, and was dumb 1n its presence. He
stands alone in the resolute defiance of his atti-
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tude. He knew the penalty of suffering and
agony he would have to pay; but he freely and
fearlessly encountered it. Al that was needed
to carry his point was an unconquerable firmness,
and he had it. He rendered it impossible to
bring him to trial ; and thereby, in spite of the
power and wrath of the whole country and its
authorities, retained his right to dispose of his
property, and bore his testimony against the folly
and wickedness of the hour, in tones that reached
the whole world, and will resound through all
ages.”

Such an unusual move on the part of a prisoner
must have filled the Court with consternation.
To deprive the magistrates and clergy of their
* rightful occupation, to furnish no horrors for the
excited spectators, and to leave the afflicted
children unafflicted, was more exasperating than
anything Giles Corey had done in the course of
‘his long and contentious life.

Yet there he stood, with feeble limbs and
broken spirit, a Colossus of strength.
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We know how the Court dealt with its contu-
macious prisoner, although none of the partic-
ulars have been handed down.

The old English law applying to such cases
was as follows: The prisoner was called three
times to plead, and if he remained obstinate was
sent to a Jow dark prison cell. He was there to
be laid on the bare floor nearly naked, and for
a covering, a heavy iron weight placed upon his
body, not enough to crush his life out, but to
press out his courage. A little of the worst
bread one day, and a few sips of miserable water
the next, was to be the alternate fare of the poor
wretch until he either died, or succumbed to the
torture and made reply. But no reply came
from Giles Corey. At his sufferings, before the
weight and weakness released his brave spirit, we
can only guess with a sickening wonder.

Can we think of any character in fiction to
equal this old man in grandeur? We have shed
tears for King Lear, whose hoary locks are driven
by the storm, but for this aged hero, the product
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farm adjoined the farms of several other promi-
nent people. Boundary lines were then sources
of much dispute, the grants of land never having
been properly surveyed in the first place. The
three hundred acres belonging to the Townsend- -
Bishop farm, would be found to overlap the three
hundred acres of other grants, and these other
farms, measuring from their starting points, would
be found to intersect the Townsend-Bishop land.
Dissensions arose naturally from these unsettled
boundaries, and the most pugnacious man on
the edge of his domain would be for the time
victorious.

These troubles had been of long standing, and
without going more deeply into the controversy,
the significant fact must be noted, that the family
occupying the central position in the debatable
land, was one of those for whom misfortune was
meted out.

Rebecca Nurse, the wife of Francis Nurse,
and her sister Mary Easty suffered death ; while
another sister, Sarah Cloyse, was accused and
committed for trial.
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Her gentle and lovely disposition is illustrated
by the following paper:

“We whose names are underwritten, being desired to
go to Goodman Nurse his house, to speak with his wife,
and to tell her that several of the afflicted persons men-
tioned her; and accordingly we went, and we found her
in a weak and low condition in body as she told us, and
had been sick almost 2 week. And we asked how it was
otherwise with her; and she said she blessed God for it,
she had more of his presence in this sickness than some-
time she have had, but not so much as she desired; but
she would with the apostle, press forward to the mark;
and many other places of Scripture to the like purpose.
And then, of her own accord, she began to speak of the
affliction that was amongst them, and in particular of Mr.
Parris his family, and how she was grieved for them,
though she had not been to see them, by reason of fits
that she formerly used to have; for people said it was
awful to behold; but she pitied them with all her heart,
and went to God for them. But she said she heard that
there was persons spoke of that were as innocent as she
was, she believed; and, after much to this purpose, we
told her we heard that she was spoken of also. *‘Well,’
she said, ‘if it be so, the will of the Lord be done;’ she
sat still awhile, being as it were amazed; and then she
said, “Well, as to this thing, I am as innocent as the
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