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TYDDIN Y GARREG, LLANGELYNIN, MERIONETHSHIRE.
The Property of Lewis Owen, 1678, and Meeting Place of Friends from 1664 to 1700,













































































































The Great Welsh Tract. 47

carp & to discover the weakness of firds, than he is & not
onely so but he will endevour to put many things to frds
charg, when they are very clear.

“And further my dear frd, it is well known unto thee that
many of our firds in England, had hard thougts of thee & we,
because of our removal from that to this cuntry and I doe not
thinke but they had som cause, for here cam som peopel that
- had not a right end in their removals som for fere of persecu-
tion some that were discontented with their brethren where
they were, and others that promised to themselves to be great
in the world I belive all these meet with great disapointments
& som of them cam back unto England, others of you did
send very bad reports, both of the cuntry & ffrds, for they
were not contented with ffrds here, no more than they were
in their native Land, & so when som firds in England heard
& perceved these things, some were redy to conclud that they
had not mist in their first thoughts of us, but for all this 1
know here is many hundreds that cam here in the integrety of
their harts & in a true sence of what they did, and never to
this day had cause to repent nor repin, though they were very
hard put to in the outward, & not oneley so, thorow the great
goodnes of the Lord our god have keept our places in the
truth hitherto, blessed be his worthy nam sayth my soul.”

We should not judge the Proprietor harshly because of
his inability to accomplish all that he had undertaken to per-
form. As we have observed, difficulties which he had not
foreseen, or which, if he had, could not have entirely controlled,
prevented him at many times from asserting the extraordinary
authority bestowed upon him, through his charter, by the
crown. To obtain his Province had cost much money and
considerable political influence. The King was constantly in
debt. Those who desired such a thing as Penn asked for,
even when it was in settlement of an old claim, were expected
to pay dearly for the favor., Courtiers and court servants, sec-
retaries and members of Parliament, through whom the King
had to be reached, all held their services at a certain arbitrary
price. To obtain settlers and the necessities of colonial estab-
lishment, cost more money and additional influence, whilst the
maintenance of the Provincial Government during the first years,
together with personal expenses, necessitated the negotiation of


















ANCIENT MILE—STDNE, WITH PENN'S

ARMS, ON THE OLD
GULPH ROAD, NORTH OF

BRYN MAWR,






























BALA LAEKE (LLYN TEGID),
Merionethshire,


































































GLANLLYN, NEAR BALA,
Purchased by David Lloyd, 1504.




















































































GWERN Y BRECHDWN,
Home of the Lloyds, Merionethshire,































THE ROBERTS HOUSE,
Fencoyd and Bala, Lower Merion, Pa. Oldest Portions Built by John Roberts, about 1684.


































































FRON GOCH.
Home of Robert Owen, Near Bala, Wales.
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THE OWEN HOUSE,
Near Wynnewood, Pa.
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Bryn Mawr and Rowland Ellis, 213
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“ Dic Jacet Fleuric Hilins Pnpr achan,”
Erricy oF MEURIC, oF NANNAU (ANCESTOR OF ROWLAND ELLIs oF Bryn
MAwRr), FOURTEENTH CENTURY, IN DALGELLY CHURCH,

NEAR BRYN Mawr, MERIONETHSHIRE,
NorTH Wares,

When Owen Glendower instituted his famous rebellion,
the Lancaster Howell Sele (his cousin) refused to join, which
enraged Owen to so great an extent that meeting him one
day whilst hunting alone in Nannay Park, Owen having one at-
tendant, Madog, they fell upon Howell and slew him, throw-
ing his body into a great oak, hollow through age. This
Nannau oak was for centuries an object of superstitious dread
to the peasantry of Merionethshire, and fell down on the 13th
of July, 1813. Throughout Merionethshire jt was known as
the Spirit's Blasted Tree—* Conbren Yr Ellyll” The vas-
sals of Nannau, and Howell Sele’s family were filled with
alarm at his disappearance, but inquiries and searches gave no
information of his whereabouts,

After Glendower's death, however, on a dark evening in
November, an armed horseman was observed riding furiously
up the hill which leads from Dolgelly to Nannau; it was Ma-
dog, who after the death of Glendower, hastened to fulfill his
master’s last command and unrave] the horrid mystery. He
told his story and referred to the oak for confirmation.

The tree was cut into and Howell's body discovered,
grasping with his right hand his rusty sword. The remains
were removed to the neighboring monastery of Cymmer, where
they were interred. After the oak fell the wood was made













DOLGELLY CHURCH, NEAR BRYN MAWR,
Merionethshire, Wales,


































































HARRITON—(BRYN MAWR.)
Built by Rowland Ellis, afterward the Residence of Charles Thomson,

Secretary of the Continental Congress,
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CWYNNESTAY."
Built by Jonathan Wynne, about 1701.






































































































GATEWAY AT RAGLAN, WALES.
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RESIDENCE OF BENJAMIN BROOKE, AT GULPH MILLS.
























THE MORGAN HOUSE, EADNOR, PA,
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368 Merion in the Welsh Tract,

thence north and west by a ford over Mill Creek to the present
Pyle’s Mill, thence through “ Harriton,” then Bryn Mawr,
Rowland Ellis’ plantation, passing near the residences of Rob-
ert and Thomas Lloyd, to the Gulph.

What we are accustomed to call Montgomery Avenue or
Lancaster Road, extending from High Street, Philadelphia, to
Lancaster, was formerly known as the old Conestoga Road,
but was not confirmed until 1721, and then only to Brandy-
wine.  There was also, at a very early date, a road leading

almost direct from Merion Meeting to Haverford Meeting-
House. In 1785 a road was petitioned for, and allowed from
Levering's Ford, on the Schuylkill, to the Conestoga Road,
with which it connected at the corner of the meeting-house
lot. It is said that Haverford Township was in very early
days reached from the settlement near Pencoyd by a bridle-
path along the line of the Liberty Lands, north of Blockley, on
the site of the present City Avenue,

This, doubtless, intersected the Gulph road, and is said to
have been originally an Indian trail, but it seems more plausi-
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