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form the nucleus of a collection from Cliff Palace. The inereasing
interest, loeal and national, in the prehistoric culture of the South-
west and the influence of these antiquities in attracting visitors to
localities where they exist, furnish a reason for considering in some
detail various other questions of general interest connected with eliff-
dwellings that naturally suggest themselves to those interested in the
history of man in America. '

The method of work in this undertaking has been outlined in the
report on Spruce-tree House published by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior.” The primary thought has been to increase the educational
value of Cliff Palace by attracting tourists and students of archeology.

The reader is reminded that from the nature of the work at Cliff
Palace very few specimens can be expected from it in the future, and
that so far as the minor antiquities are concerned the objective mate-
rial from this ruin is now all deposited in public museums or in pri- -
vate collections. Additional specimens can be obtained, however,
from other ruins near it which will throw light on the culture of Cliff
Palace. It is appropriate, therefore, to point out, at the very thresh-
old of our consideration, that a continuation of archeological work
in the Mesa Verde National Park iz desirable, as it will add to our
knowledge of the character of prehistoric life in these canyons.
The next work to be undertaken should be the excavation and repair
of a Mesa Verde pueblo. The extensive mounds of stone and earth
on the promontory west of Cliff Palace have not yet been excavated,
and offer attractive possibilities for study and a promise of many
specimens, Buried in these mounds there are undoubtedly many
rooms, secular and ceremonial, which a season’s work could uncover,
thus enlarging indirectly our knowledge of the cliff-dwellers and
their descendants.”

The writer considers it an honor to have been placed in charge of
the excavation and repair of Cliff Palace, and takes this occasion to
express high appreciation® of his indebtedness to both the Secretary
of the Smithsonian Institution and the Secretary of the Interior for
their confidence in his judgment in this diffieult undertaking.

Maj. Hans M. Randolph, superintendent of the Mesa Verde
National Park, gave assistance in purchasing the equipment, making
out accounts, and in other ways. During the sojourn at Cliff Palace
the writer was accompanied by Mr. R. G. Fuller, of the Peabody
Museum of Harvard University, a volunteer assistant, who con-

o Im his Annual Report for 1908, See also Bulletin §f of the Bureauw of Ameriean Eth-
wal g,

b A few holes that have been dug here and there in these mounds have brought to light
gections of walls with good masonry, but no exeavations that conid be called extensive or
seientific have vet beem attempted on this site, The excavation of these mounds might k
reveal a pueblo like Walpi, and a comparison of objects from them with those from Cliff
Palace would be important in tracing the relationship of eliff-dwellings and pueblos,
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may be regarded as the first to make Cliff Palace known to the scien-
tific world. Almost simultaneously with his article there appeared
an account of the ruin by Doctor Birdsall, followed shortly by the
superbly illustrated memoir of Baron Gustav Nordenskiold. All
these writers adopt the name Cliff Palace, which apparently was first
given to the ruin by Richard Wetherill, one of the claimants for its
discovery. Nordenskitld’s work contains practieally all that was
known about Cliff Palace up to the beginning of the summer’s field
work herein described.

Myr. Chapin ® thus referred to Cliff Palace in a paper read before
The Appalachian Mountain Club on February 13, 1890:

After a long ride we reached a camping-ground at the head of a branch of
the left-hand fork of Cliff Cafion. Hurriedly unpacking, we hobbled the horses
that were the most likely to stray far, and taking along our photographic kit,
wended our way on foot toward that remarkable group of ruins of which I
have already spoken, and which Richard has called * the Cliff-Palace.” At
about three o'clock we reached the brink of the eafion opposite the wonderful
structure, Suarely its discoverer had not overstated the beauty and magnitude
of this strange ruin.  There it was, occupying a great oval space under a grand
clilf wonderful to bebold, appearing like an immense ruined castle with dis-
mantled towers, The stomes in front were broken away, but behind them rose
the walls of a second story; and in the rear of these, in under the dark cavern,
stood the third tier of masonry. Still farther back in the gloomy recess, little
houses rested on upper ledges, A short distance down the cafion are cosey
buildings perched in utterly inaccessible nooks, The neighboring scenery is
marvelous; the view down the cafion to the Mancos is alone worth the journey
to see, We stopped to take a few views, and then commenced the dezcent into
the gulf bhelow. What would otherwise have been a hazardous proceeding, was
rendered easy by using the steps which had been cut in the wall by the builders
of the fortress. There are fifteen of these secouped-out hollows in the rock, which
covered perhaps half of the distance down the precipice. At that point the
clifft had probably fallen away ; but luckily for our purpose, a dead tree leaned
against the wall, and descending into its branches we reached the base of the
parapet.  In the bed of the cafion is a secondary gulch, which required care in
descending, We hung a rope or las=o over some steep, smooth ledges, and let
ourselves down by it. We left it hanging there and used it to ascend by on our
return. '

Nearer approach inereased our interest in the marvel. From the south end
of the ruin, which we first attained, trees hide the northern wallg, yet the view
is beautiful. We remained long, and ransacked the structure from one end to
the other, According to Richard's measurements, the space covered by the
building is 425 feet long, 80 feet high in front, and 80 feet deep in the centre.
One hundred and twenty-four rooms have been traced on the ground floor, and
o thounsand people may have lived within its confines. So many walls have
fallen that it is diffienlt to reconstruct the building in imagination; but the
photographs show that there must have been many stories, There are towers
and cirenlar rooms, square and rectangular enclosures; yet all with a seeming
syvmmetry, though in some places the walls look as if they were put np as addi-
tions in later periods. One of the towers is barrel-shaped ; other circles are true.

e A ppalachia, vi, 28-30, May, 1800, Boston, 1802,
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