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10 EUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY [BULL. 0T

made of slabs, terminating 14 inches from each end; in the southwest
corner was a space 1 by 3 feet where no stones had been placed.
No reason was apparent for the existence of this pavement. There
was considerable charcoal mixed with the earth which filled the
vault, but no trace of bones or of worked objeets appeared.

The walls, partially demolished by former investigators, were
held in place by rocks and earth piled against the outside surface.
The interior of the portion of the walls remaining in place on the north
side and at the west end is shown in ficure 2. It will be observed
from this figure that two parallel walls were first built, the other two
walls being so constructed subsequently that the ends of each interior
wall abutted squarely against the faces of the others.

Fie. 2. North and west walis in Uffman mound.

Tue BirkrLe Mouxp (4)

Two miles east of Gasconade, on a high point on Mr. Robert Birkle’s
land, stood a mound having a base measure of 40 feet east and west,
50 feet north and south, and an elevation of 5 feet. Originally the
base was eireular, the alteration in form being due to long cultivation.

The central portion was cleared out by a trench, or pit, 20 by 24
feet. A slab of chert, weighing about fifty pounds, from a stratified
rock, lay on the bottom at the center, evidently having been placed
there intentionally, and a few sandstone and limestone blocks lay
scattered about in the earth. ‘
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1

STOME GRAVE COVER IN MOUND NOQ. :‘1.

VAULT IN MOUND NO. 6, LOOKING NORTH

FEATURES OF EWING MOUNDS NOS. 5 AND 6
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IN MOUND NO. 6, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

IN MOUND NO. 7, LOOKING NORTHEAST

VAULTS IN EWING MOUNDS NOS. 6 AND 7




















































BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY BULLETIN 37 FLATE 4

STONE GRAVE COVER IN MOUND NO. 4

SOUTHEAST AND PART OF MORTHEAST WaALL IN MOUND ND, 7, LODOKING EAST

FEATURES OF DAWSON MOUNDS NOS. 4 AND 7
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¢ DOORWAY IN VAULT

FEATURES OF DAWSON MOUND NO. 9
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MORTHWEST WaLL, INSIDE, IN MOUND NOQ. 9

SOUTHWEST END 1IN MOUND MO, 11

VAULTS IN DAWSON MOUNDS NOS. 9 AND 11
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@ LOOKING NORTHEAST THROUGH DOORWAY

b INSIDE THE VAULT, LOOKING NORTH

VAULT IN DAWSON MOUND NO. 13
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thicker than usual, lay on its right side, broken in pieces. At the
neck were 6 cylindrical shell beads averaging an inch in length by
three-eighths of an inch in diameter; under the jaw lay a piece of
columella 3 inches long and an inch thick.

On the original surface, just north of this grave, were portions
of a skeleton; on the same level, still farther north, the remains of
another skeleton. Only a few fragments of either remained.

Loose on the bottom, 15 feet from the west margin, was a pot
broken to pieces,

Midway between the north margin and the center was an extended
skeleton 5 feet 4 inches long,® on its back, with the head lying

F1e. 9. Stone grave-cover in Easley mound no. 2,

north of east and turned to the right; the teeth were worn flat and
the angle of the jaw was much rounded. The body was bent to the
right at the hips; the left femur was quite crooked.

At a distance of 18 feet west of the center was the outer margin
of a pile of stones covering a space 17 feet north and south by 8 feet
east and west. These were laid flat on one another, in some places
six or seven deep, as if intended to protect a series of graves, but
with no attempt at orderly arrangement. The upper layers are

a [t must be undersiood that measurements of skeletons are only approximate.  As the skull is croshed
and the feet bones are displaced in nearly every instance, it I seldom possible to determine their exact
limits, The popular notion that * Mound Builders,” or indeed aborigines anywhere in the Mississippd
Valley, were ** gianis" is entirely without foundation. Their skeletons indicate o people no larger than
those who have suceeeded them,
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€ CIST GRAVES, NORTH SIDE OF VAULT, LODKING SOUTHWEST

INTERIOR OF BAUMHOEFER MOUND NO. 1
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P

& BEFORE EXCAVATION

B SECTION SHOWING INTRUSIVE BURIAL BY THE MOUND BUILDERS

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR OF BAUMHOEFER MOUND NO. 2
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ik EXTERIOR, LOOKING NEARLY EAST

& INTERIOR, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

VAULT IN KURTZ MOUND
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LOOKING NEARLY EAST

VAULT IN KURTZ MOUND
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¢ SOUTH WALL, DOORWAY, AND PASSAGE N MOUND NO. 3
FEATURES OF KELLER MOUNDS NOS. 2 AND 3
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EAST WALL, DOORWAY, AND PASSAGE IN MOUND NO. 1

HORTH WaALL, SHOWING ABUTTING STONES, IN MOUND NO. 2

FEATURES OF BRENMER MOUNDS NOS. 1 AND 2
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@ SOUTH WaLL, DOORWAY, AND PASSAGE |IN BREMMNER MOUND HO. 2

B LOOKING ALONG THE EAST SIDE OF THE LOUISIANA WORK

FEATURES OF BRENNER MOUND NO. 2 AND OF THE LOUISIANA WORK
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At a distance of 3 feet northwest of the child’s skull, on the same
level (about 18 inches in depth), but not within the pit, was a fine
pot. nearly perfect, standing upright in a bed of ashes (fig. 19). West
of this was a scraper or polishing tool 15 inches long, made from the
split r1ib of a buffalo or an elk,

Another trench was run from the center toward the south. Eight
feet out, in a slight depression dug into the subsoil, was the eranium
of a child, as smooth as if polished or at least much handled. It lay
on the face, unaccompanied by any other bone.

Three feet farther from the center was the edge of a pit 5 feet in
depth and 6 feet in diameter. At one point on the bottom was a
pile of minute flint chips scaled off in making implements of small
size or delicate finish; there were enough of these to fill a pint cup.
A slightly smaller
quantity of similar
chips lay higher up.

Asatisfactory ex-
planation of these
pits remains to be
found. Such ex-
cavations oceur
around and in
many Indian vil-
lage sites, modern
as well as prehis-
toric. They seem
to fall into two
classes: Store-
houses in which to
preserve grain and
other food, and re-
fuse pits to receive
the trash accumulating under ordinary living and working condi-
tions. Very likely pits of the former class, when their usefulness
as storage chambers was over, were utilized for the latter purpose.
Neither object seems to have been altogether in view at ‘“The Pin-
nacles”" All the pits here contain much more earth than ashes, and
while some of this may have fallen in from the top or sides, not a great
quantity could have come from this source, or the pits would be
somewhat conical. As it is, the sides are vertical or nearly so. Be-
sides, they contain comparatively little of ordinary wastage. Some
broken implements of stone or bone, potsherds, flint chips, and a small
amount of charcoal were found in them, enough to show they were
not designed for any especial purpose other than to receive ashes;
and even so, the amount of earth evidently thrown back into them
indicates some use not yet made plain.

ARy

Fig. 19. Tot from village site, Saline county.
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COPPER PLATE FROM MALDEN, DUNKLIN COUNTY
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COPPER FLATES FROM MALDEN, DUNKLIN COUNTY
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COPPER PLATES FROM MALDEN, DUNKLIN COUNTY
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and somewhat irregularly worn, especially the molars. With this
specimen were a few fragments of burnt human bones.
- Original no. 76 (from Shaw mound no. 7): Lower jaw of an Indian.
Rami show cuts as well as signs of rodents’ teeth.
Original no. 89 (from Easley mound no. 8): Male adult skull; hase
missing, some post-mortem deformation, facial parts broken.
Alveolar processes show signs of inflammatory conditions. The
teeth of the lower jaw are moderately but irregularly worn; those of

F1G. 20. Lower jaw with two supernumerary bicuspids, from Dawson mound no. 6.

the upper jaw are nearly all lost (post mortem). Chin angular, quite

prominent.
Measurements of the skull

Diameter antero-posterior max- Diameter frontal minimum .... 9.0cm.
AN s an s a g i B S s 18. 6 em. | Circumference maximum above
Diameter lateral maximum.... 13.8 cm. | supra-orbital ridges.......... 50, 7 em.
Cranralamdex. .o s 74. 2 Arc, nasion-opisthion_ .. ... .. 37. 0 em.,
Thickness of left parietal bone | Heightof symphisis of lower jaw,

above temporo-parietal suture 5-7 mm. | APProXimate ...ocevorncrnns G, O om,













































