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4 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

for many generations almost until now, born into the
darkness of a mouldering receptacle of relics. Then the
town was not priest-ridden, but rode its priests. Ior
nearly a thousand years priesteraft and handicraft have
battled for predominance within its walls. Priestcraft
expelled the Jews, banished the weavers, and gained
thoroughly the mastery at last. But in the time of Cor-
nelius Agrippa handicraft was uppermost, and in sacred
Cologne every trader and mechanic did his part in keep-
ing watch on the archbishop. Kurope contained then
few cities larger, busier, and richer, for the Rhine was a
main highway of commerce, and Cologne—great enough
to be called the daughter of the Roman Empire—was
enviched, not only by her manufacturers and merchants,
but, at the same time also, by a large receipt of toll.

The temporal government of this city had been placed
in the hands of churchmen from a very early time'. In
the year 953 the rule over the town of bishops, subject
to imperial control, began with Archbishop Bruno,
brother to Otto the First and Duke of Lorraine. To the
imperial brother of this archbishop, Cologne was indebted

1 A local handbook—Koln und Bonn mit ikren Umgebungen, Koln, 1828—
compiled from the best authorities accessible to a scholar on the spot, con-
tains a good historical sketch of the relations between Cologne and its
archbishop, drawing for information on a public report against the inde-
pendence of the city, addressed to the Kurfurst, and published at Bonn in
1687 with the title Securis ad radicem posita, oder griindlicher Bericht, loco
libelli, worin der Stadé Colln Ursprung und Erbawung larlich dargestellt ist,
&e.  The document itself I have not seen.

? Bibliotheca Coloniensis. . . . Josephi Hartzheim, fol. Colon. 1747,
p. 40, for his eulogy; but the little handbook just mentioned draws the

spirit of his life from a work printed in 1494, entitled Chronica von der
hilligen Stat van Coellen.












8 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

caused the establishment of a new system of corporate go-
vernment in the year 1321; but the representatives were
chosen from the noble families. Not quite thirty years
later there was a devilish persecution of the Jews in many
parts of Hurope; and the Jews of Cologne, alarmed by
the sufferings to which others of their race had been ex-
posed, withdrew into their houses, with their wives and
children, and burnt themselves in the midst of their pos-
sessions. The few who had flinched from this self-immo-
lation were banished, and their houses and lands, together
with all the land that had belonged to Cologne Jews,
remained as spoils in the hands of the Cologne Christians.
All having been converted into cash, the gains of the
transaction were divided equally between the town and
the archbishop. Twenty years later, Jews were again
suffered to reside in the place, on payment of a tax for the
protection granted them.

In 1369 the city was again in turmoil, caused by a dis-
pute concerning privileges between the church authorities
and the town council. The weavers took occasion to ex-
press their views very strongly as the maintainers of a
democratic party, and there was once more fighting in
the streets. The weavers were subdued; they fled to the
churches, and were slain at the altars. Eighteen hundred
of them, all who survived, were banished, suffering, of
course, confiscation of their property, and Cologne being
cleared of all its weavers—who had carried on no incon-
siderable branch of local manufacture—their guild was






10 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

citizens as their immediate representatives in all impor-
tant deliberations'. I have expressed the idea of this
constitution by the use of such English terms as are most
nearly indicative of the various offices appointed; and the
facility with which this can be done shows that Cologne
achieved for itself a municipal government of a tolerably
perfect kind. Jurisdiction in the high criminal court,
and the power over capital conviction, remained with the
archbishop, whose court was to be composed wholly of
nobles born within the city. Having achieved so much,
the townspeople proceeded by their representatives to the
formation of a body of statutes and the complete defining of
their own judicial system; and accordingly, in 1437, town
and archbishop having mutually consented to the scheme
perfected in this way, it was confirmed to them as an
addition to their privileges by the Emperor Frederic. By
this arrangement the archbishop owned himself mastered,
for he consented to hold two palaces in Cologne, with the
condition that, when he entered the town, he was to
bring with him only a small suite, and that he was to
remain within the city walls not longer than for three
days at a time. Cologne was confirmed 1n its indepen-
dence of all external authority, except that of the emperor,
and the inhabitants agreed to swear fidelity to their arch-
bishop on condition of his swearing fidelity to them. The
decay of the place was thus arrested, and for a hundred

! This account, and much else, I take from the little handbook Kaln und
Bonn, the author of which here founds his narrative on the contemporary
chronicle of Gottfried Hagene, published in Brewer's Vaterlindischer Chronik
for 1825.






12 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

Now, it is of no mean size in comparison with the great
seats of commerce which have grown while it has moul-
dered. Then, when a scanty population yielded ham-
lets inhabited by dozens, provincial towns by hundreds,
capitals by but a few thousands, Cologne, issuing her
own coinage, and a foremost member of the Hanseatic
League, was indeed not unworthy to be flattered by suc-
cessive sovereigns of Germany, and favoured as the
daughter of their empire.

In this city Cornelius Agrippa was born, as it has been
said, of a family belonging to the noble class. His parents
at his birth were probably not very far advanced in life,
at any rate they continued to reside in Cologne, and to
maintain a home which he occasionally visited for some
time after he had himself reached years of discretionl.
The Von Nettesheims, as nobles of Cologne, were likely
in those days to be on more cordial terms with the arch-
bishop than with the burghers, and they were engaged
directly in the service of the emperor. In both respects
the life of Cornelius was influenced by his position, and it
may not be considered fanciful to suppose that the cha-
racter of the town, as it has been here briefly suggested,
acted in more than a shight degree upon his own character
in childhood and after life. In his first years, and to the
very last, he had a rare aptitude for study, and was dis-
tinguished for his power of retaining knowledge once
acquired. Cologne being an university town, he had but

! % Sed quoties reversus sum in vestram urbem, meam autem patriam
« ++ . vixinveni . ., . . qui me diceret Ave.” Ep. 26, Lib, vii. p. 1041,












16 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

First, a prince at whose court chivalry was much in favour,
and from whom bold enterprises had at all times ready
praise. As emperor it had not secemed to him beneath
his dignity to fight a duel® in the presence of his lords,
and to give evidence therein of prowess that was said
by his courtiers to be stupendous. A daring man at
arms undoubtedly he was, but he was more than that.
There were fine qualities in Maximilian that must have
given him strong hold upon the minds of the young men
under his influence. Late in development, he was nine
years of age before he could speak clearly, and when he
was twelve his father thought it possible that he would die
a fool. When, however, the time came for his mind to
ripen, it had a distinet flavour of its own. He had been
ill taught in his youth by Peter, Bishop of Neustadt, a
pedant, who worried him with dialectics; and, forasmuch
as he did not take to them with a good grace, beat him
sorely. “Ah,” said Maximilian, at dinner, one day, after
he had been crowned King of Rome (this happened in
the birth-year of Cornelius Agrippa), “if Bishop Peter
were alive to-day, though we owe much to good teachers,
he should have cause to repent that he had ever been my
master.” But in spite of all bad teaching, Maximilian
contrived to educate himself into the power of conversing
fluently and accurately in Italian, French, and Latin, as
well as in his native German ; and while he readily con-
fessed himself to have been ill brought up, he valued

! The duel was with Claude de Batre, and the prowess, says Cuspinian,
“ gonspectu stupendum,”




























































a6 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

was agreed between us at the palace of Granges. I wish
now to remind you of our deliberations there, and to
assure you of this my opimon, according to which we
must depart hence while all is well, or else I will throw
myself into some place where 1 shall be found of nobody,
and then you will all see how you can get on without me.
You will learn the rest from Stephen. Farewell,—and
reply to me at once by the same messenger.” From
(Clermont?) 1508.

However it may have pleased his wit when put before
him hypothetically, it is quite evident that the enterprise
to which he is committed, when 1t has actually to be faced,
pleases Agrippa’s wit no better than his conscience. The
court of Austria has forced the young man on a work of
which the main features are cruelty and treachery. The
<cheme of treachery his own cunning either suggested or
perfected ; but what had amused him as an exercise of
ingenuity in thought, revolts him as a crime now that he
finds himself upon the brink of action. The revulsion of
feeling is assisted, evidently in no small degree, by a near
view of the perils to be braved for an unworthy purpose.
Noticeable also in this letter is the impatience of forced
action, the restless desire for independence, often hereafter
to be manifested and too seldom asserted with success.

In this case, the effort to shake off his duty of obedience
to the emperor's command was unsuccessful. His mes-
senger returned, bringing no favourable response to his
expostulation. No way of retreat was opened. The work
was to be done.












40 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

and two other of Gerona’s relatives, to tell them that on
his way home from Barcelona their chief had been way-
laid by a savage crowd of rustics, and that, two of his
followers being killed, he with the others had been bound
hand and foot, and carried up the mountains.

“Take heed,” added the messenger, “to the danger
that 1s threatening yourselves, unless you can be strongly,
suddenly prepared. Meet instantly, and hasten to take
wise thought for your affairs here and your very lives!”

The receivers of these tidings were astonished and
alarmed ; they had no counsel that sufficed to meet the
suddenness of the exigency and the greatness of the
threatened peril—no one doubting that the castle would
be soon surrounded by a hostile people. ¢ And I, too,”
says Cornelius, “ the counsellor of so many enterprises, who
had recently been master of so many plots, was wanting
to myself” All, therefore, agreed in begging that the
abbot’s steward, who had told them of the danger, would
also tell them, if he could, in what way to avert it.

Said he: “ You must either escape by making a well-
managed sally, or you must fortify the castle, and that
strongly, against the seditious rustics; probably in a few
days they will separate for want of any guiding head, or
else be put down by the rough hand of the king.”

Now the country being in arms, it seemed impossible
to escape by breaking through the watches of the pea-
santry; and for a few men to defend against numerous
besiegers a place that was already in ruins, was an
undertaking perilous indeed. But there was an old












41 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

as well as the course of proceeding taken by him, would,
in a slight degree, favour the opinion that under this name
Cornelius referred to the archbishop himself. Archbishop
or not, and from the sequel of the narrative I think not,
he pleaded to deaf ears; the peasantry, risen in arms,
scarcely allowed the upholders of the king’s authority to
speak, replying promptly that their wrath was not against
the king, but against Juanetin and his tyranny, whereby
they had been lorded over savagely, contrary to all former
usage, and vexed with slavery beneath intolerable burdens,
so that under the name and form of the protection of the
king they had been robbed of the liberty inherited from
their forefathers, With many threats of vengeance they
urged the wresting from them of the Fuerte Negro,
clamouring with the bitterest accusations against the
Sefior de Gerona and Cornelius Agrippa; against the one
as the betrayer of his country, and against the other as
the man who by detestable contrivances had robbed them
of their fortress and their liberty; against both as men
who had moved the king to cruel exercise of his authority,
and to so atrocious a use of his victory, that their blood,
they asserted, and their lives would not content him.
A liberty, regained by force of arms, they would not
barter for the flattery of cheating words, but they would
acknowledge the king for their master upon those con-
ditions under which he had held rule over their elders:
to the lowest slavery he ought not to compel them, and
they would not be compelled. All with one voice cried,
touching Juanetin and his colleagues in the tower, that












48 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

Black Lake, which has an expanse of about four miles,
and upon the farther shore of which his master’s abbey
stood. Attempting next the difficult descent upon that
other side, he boldly struck into a gorge by which the
mountain snows had poured a torrent down. DBut Per-
rot, at the lake, was still far from the abbey; and, to men
without a boat, the water was a barrier yet more im-
passable than the steep mountain. He retraced his way,
therefore, and by sunset reached the tower, where an
assembly of the garrison was held to hear the result of
his explorations. The judgment upon 1t, of course, was
that escape was impossible, unless the boat could be
obtained, of getting which there was no hope, unless a
letter could be carried through the midst of the besiegers
to the abbot’s hand.

Now the besieging army of the peasants posted and kept
constantly relieved strong guards upon every path into
the valley, and allowed no person either to go in or pass
out on any pretence whatever. Moreover, from the tower
no path could be reached except by the one narrow lane
across the marshes, barricaded as before described; and to
prevent a sally by the doomed band of conspirators, the
outlet by this lane was the point best guarded, and,
indeed, held by an overwhelming force. The perplexed
conspirators, in council, saw no hope for themselves,
except through any further help Perrot might furnish;
him they besought accordingly, and he informed them
that there was a way, known to himself only, by which
the marshes could be forded ; but that such knowledge












52 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

Antonius Xanthus!, whose advice was, that he should
take heart, go into strange countries and among strange
people, see the world, feel his way in it, and spread his
sails for any gale of fortune; that he should constitute
himself, in fact, knight-errant and adventurer, with not
the discovery of a lady or a giant, but of his comrade
Landulph, for a special object of desire. “Moderate
your concern,” said the old man, «explore the shores of
Spain, look for your friend in his own Italy, and I will
g0 as your companion on the way.”

The person thus offering his companionship was an un-
Jettered old man, who had seen much of the rough side of
the world, and appeared to Cornelius worthy of especial
patronage. Though he was no philosopher, he had a vast
store of experience. Captured by Djem, the unfortunate
brother of Bajazet the Second, he had once served as an in-
terpreter among the Turkish galleys; he had lived to a great
age, filling his mind constantly with every-day knowledge,
and was therefore useful as a travelling companion in strange
regions. It was his merit also to be faithful and silent—
one who might safely be admitted to a knowledge of the
mysteries in which Cornelius indulged, and who was
content to be instructed and sworn into the league of
which Cornelius and Landulph were important members.

With this singular companion and his servant Stephen,
the young courtier, after a stay of nine or ten days at the

1 Ep. 8 and 10, Lib. i. pp. 686, 694, for this and for what follows until
the next reference.












56 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

through the entire kingdom of Navarre, through Gascony
and Aquitaine ; had learnt nothing from De Bouelles and
Clairchamps at Toulouse, and then had hastened to Lyons
in the belief that, among the merchants of every tongue
and clime by which that mart was visited, he might
obtain some news of his friend’s fate. The search, so
vaunted, it will be observed, was only made on the
straight road to France, the home of the conspiracy. At
Lyons, said Landulph, he was panting to embrace his
friend again, and when Agrippa came there, they could
talk more at ease about the renewal of their confedera-
tion. He gave information of the movements of some
comrades, and parted with the expression of a wish that
his friend might live long, and a belief that his fame
would surpass even his labours. He had asked in the
course of this letter for a full account of the escape,
which Cornelius sent, adding a hope that Landulph
might be able to visit him at Avignon and talk their
secrets over, since, being detained by the exhaustion
of his funds till he could make some money!, he

! Hesays: *Sumptuum tenuitate coacti Avenione nos, instructa solida
nostra chrysotoci officina tantisper manere, et in opere perseverare oportebit,
quoadusque longioris iteneris nova fomenta excubemus.” Which manner
of speaking gets a marginal note from the commentator to the following
effect : * Hoe loco fateri videter apertissime, chrysopsam se exercuisse cum
sociis foedere sibi adjunctis, ob quam swpins apud principes libertatis jac-
turam ferme fecisset, captivumque fuisse ob hanc rem detentum in Valle
rotunda.” In a former letter, when expecting honour from the expedition,
he said metaphorically that he seemed already to hold * that golden branch
of the tree difficult to climb,” meaning success, the marginal note was

“ Chymica paratam arte putat arborem, de qua Paracelsus, Lib. de natura
rerum.” Now, as to the likelihood of young Agrippa's taking it into his head












60 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

holy soul, be favourable to the languages; be favourable
to those that love honourers of the languages; be pro-
pitious to the sacred tongues.” But Reuchlin—for the
taste of smoke in it, Reuchlin guasi Reekie, his name
was turned into the Greek form, Capnio—Reuchlin, or
Capnio, never passed as a reformer beyond detestation of
the vices of the priesthood. Like Cornelius, who began
lis life before the public as a scholar by an act of homage
to his genius, Reuchlin loved liberty and independence,
cherished the idol of free conscience, but never fairly
trusted himself to its guidance. To the last an instinct of
obedience to the Church governed his actions, and the
spiritual gold he could extract from Plato, Aristotle, or the
wonderful Cabala of the Jews, was in but small proportion
to the dross fetched up with it from the same ancient
mines.

A contemporary notion of the Reformation, not with-
out some rude significance in this respect, 1s said to
have been obtruded upon Charles V. by a small body of
unknown actors, who appeared before him in 1530, when
he was in Germany. He had been dining with his
brother Ferdinand, and did not refuse their offer to pro-
duce a comedy in dumb show. One dressed as a scholar,
labelled Capnio, brought before the emperor a bundle of
sticks—some crooked and some straicht—Ilaid them down
in the highway, and departed. Then entered another,
who professed to represent Erasmus, looked at the sticks,
shook his head, made various attempts to straighten the
crooked ones, and finding that he could not do so, shook












64 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

among all who knew him for the rare extent of his attain-
ments, Cornelius, attended by his servant Stephen, quitted
his friends at Lyons, and rode to Authun, where he was
received in the abbey of a liberal and hospitable man, phy-
sician, theologian, and knight by turns, M. Champier,
who, having been born at Saint Saphorin-le-Chiteau, near
Lyons, was called Symphorianus Champier, or Campegius,
and who, not content with his own noble ancestry, assigned
himself, by right of the Campegius, to the family of the
Campeggi of Bologna, and assumed its arms. He studied
at Paris Litera humaniora, at Montpellier medicine, and
practised at Lyons. He lived to obtain great fame,
deserving little, and losing after his death all. It was not
until five years after this visit from Cornelius Agrippa
that Symphorianus, acting as body physician to the Duke
of Lorraine, was knighted on the battle-field of Marig-
nano. Among his writings, those which most testify his
sympathy with the inquiries of Cornelius, are a book on
the Miracles of Scripture, a Life of Arnold of Villeneuve,
and a French version of Sibylline oracles. This Cham-
pier then sympathised with the enthusiasm of the young
theosophist, and under his roof the first venture of Cor-
nelius before the world of letters seems to have been
planned. In the last week of May’, we find that he has
sent Stephen to fetch De Brie from Déle, has summoned
Antonius Xanthus from Niverne, and wishes, in associa-
tion with Symphorianus, to arrange a meeting with Lan-
dulph, at any convenient place and time. IHe has some-

! Ep. 12, Lib. i. p. 696.












68 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

Austin Friars, wrote?, that he “had blessed him and all
mortals by his works” Philip Beroaldus, the younger,
wrote to him: “Pope Leo X. has read your Pytha-
gorean book, as he reads all good books, greedily ; then
it was read by the Cardinal d¢’ Medici, and 1 am ex-
pecting next to have my turn.” This book, which had
been read by the Pope himself with eager pleasure, was a
wonder of the day, and was in the most perfect unison
with the whole tone of the boy’s mind; he really under- '
stood it deeply, it was most dear to him as a theosophist,
and he was not to be blamed if he felt, also, that of all
books in the world there was none of which the exposition
would so fully serve his purpose of displaying the extent
and depth of his own store of knowledge.

Mainly upon what was said and written by Cornelius
Agrippa in this twenty-third year of his age has been
founded the defamation by which, when he lived, his
spirit was tormented and the hope of his existence
miserably frustrated,—by which, now that he is dead, his
character comes down to us defiled. This victim, at least,
has not escaped the vengeance of the monks, and his
crime was that he studied vigorously in his salad days
those curiosities of learning into which, at the same time,
popes, bishops, and philosophers, mature of years, inquired
with equal faith and almost equal relish, but less energy
or courage. For a clear understanding of the ground,
and of the perils of the ground, now taken by Cornelius

! Quoted from Mayenhoff, whom Mr. Barham oddly enough here trans-
lates, * Kgidius, general of the Eremites, wrote to the holy Augustin.”
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The life of Reuchlin! is the story of the origin of
Greek and Hebrew studies among learned Huropeans.
He was sent with the Margrave’s son, afterwards Bishop
of Utrecht, to Paris. The fall of Constantinople, in 1453,
had caused fugitive Greeks to betake themselves to many
European cities, where they sometimes gave instruction in
their language. Reuchlin, at Paris, learned Greek from a
Spartan, who gave him instruction also in caligraphy, and
made him so clever a workman with his pen, that he could
eke out his means and buy books with money earned as a
Greek copyist. He studied Aristotle with the Spartan.
Old John Wessel, of Groningen, a disciple of Thomas a
Kempis, taught him Hebrew, and invited him to a direct
study of the Bible. At the age of twenty he was en-
gaged by publishers to write a Latin dictionary, which
he called Breviloquus. At the age of twenty he taught
Greek publicly, laying his main stress on a study of the
grammar ; the good sense he spoke emptied the benches
of the sophisters around him, and produced complaints
from old-fashioned professors. It was then urged that all
the views disclosed in Greek books were essentially op-
posed to the spirit and belief of Rome. The monks had
no commerce with the language; and when they came to
a Greck quotation in a book that they were copying,
were used to inscribe the formula ¢ Grzca sunt, non le-
guntur.” Reuchlin maintained his ground, at twenty-

' This sketch is drawn chiefly from Mayerhoff, with reference also to
Reuchlin's Leben und die Denlwiirdigheiten seiner Vaterstadt, von Siegm.
Fr. Gehres, Carlsruhe, 1815, where the citation is not direct from Reuch-
lin's works. DMr. Barham’s book has also been before me,
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learned languages, while he was also high in the favour of
Lis own prince, and in constant request as a practitioner
of law. In 1490 he was sent to Rome on another mission,
and on his way through Florence enjoyed personal inter-
course with Giovanni Pico di Mirandola, the scholar who,
although a determined antagonist to the astrologers, was
a great friend to cabalism and the introducer of the
cabalistic mysteries into the favour of Italian scholars.
By him Reuchlin was further stimulated to the love of
Hebrew lore. When, two years afterwards, Reuchlin
was at Linz on state business with the Emperor Frede-
vic 1IL, it was something, indeed, that the base-born
scholar was raised to the dignity of count palatine, but 1t
was more to Reuchlin that the court physician was a
learned Jew, Jehiel Loans, who perfected his intimacy
with the Hebrew. His aim then was, above all things,
first to study the original text of the Old Testament, and
secondly to read the writings of the Cabalists. The
emperor, whose life was then about to close (he died
while Reuchlin was at Linz), saw here another way of
aratifying thé agreeable and kindly scholar, for he not
only made Reuchlin a count palatine (his arms were a
golden altar, from which smoke arose, with the 1nserip-
tion « Ara Capnionis”), but he also presented to him a
very ancient Hebrew Bible, written carefully on parch-
ment, a treasure then worth three hundred gold crowns,
which is to be seen still in the library of the Grand Duke
of Carlsruhe, where it is regarded as the oldest of its kind
in Europe. With the knowledge imparted by Jehiel
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five years old, and at the summit of his fame, high, also,
in the good esteem of Maximilian, Three years before
this date, notwithstanding the great mass of legal business
entailed on him by his judicial office, Reuchlin had, to
the great help of all students, published a volume of the
Rudiments of Hebrew, which included both a grammar
and a dictionaryl. This book, he wrote, “cost me the
greatest trouble, and a large part of my fortune®” Cor-
nelius no doubt had learnt his Hebrew by the help of
it, and was already deep in studies which a few years
afterwards brought the monks of Cologne into array
against Reuchlin himself, their hostility somewhat embit-
tered by an inkling of the Latin comedy that wasnot to be
quite suppressed. Cornelius, however, was the first to feel
the power of such enemies. By the Epistolee Obscurorum
Virorum the monks were destined to come off much
worsted from their battle against Reuchlin and the scholars
who defended his fair fame. Of their fortune in the battle
fought against Cornelius Agrippa it is one part of this his-
tory to tell.

Reuchlin wrote at a later period (1517) a book upon
the cabalistic art. If it is written God created heaven

! The volume in three books, De Rudimentis Hebraicis, was printed by
Thomas Anshelm, of Pfortzheim, in a handsome quarto of 620 pages. The
prefatory address, *“ Ad Dionysium Fratrem suum germanum,” contains a
brief autobiographical sketch. Though the book is written in Latin, in-
terspersed with Hebrew letters and words as they are discussed, the paging
is inverted, so that the volume begins at the end, in Hebrew style. The
last words are “Exegi monumentum wre perennius nonis Martiis Anno
M.D.VI,

® J. Reuchlin, Phorc. LL. Dr. in Septem Psalmos Panitentiales Hebraicos
Tnterpretatio, &c., in preface,












92 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

men who came to his prelections honoured him by diligent
attendance.! The exposition was made from the pulpit of
the gymnasium, before the parliament and magistracy of
Déle, the professors and the readers of the university.
Simon Vernet, vice-chancellor of the university, dean of
the church, and doctor in each faculty, was not once
absent. The worthy wvice-chancellor, or dean, appears,
indeed, to have taken an especial interest in the fame of
their visitor. He had himself a taste for public declama-
tion, and to a friend who was urging on Cornelius that he
should seek durable fame rather by written than by spoken
words, expressed a contrary desire on his behalf. He pre-
ferred orator to author®. When Cornelius had complied
with the request of another friend, who wished to translate
into the vernacular his panegyric upon Margaret, praising
his oratory for the perfect fitness of each word employed
1n it, and its complete freedom from verbiage, and desiring
that through a translation the illustrious princess might
be informed how famously Cornelius had spoken in her
honour, and so be the more disposed to reward him with
her favour, the translation came back with a note, saying
that the vice-chancellor had been its censor and corrector®.
Vernet was diligent, in fact, on the young scholar’s behalf,
and his interests were seconded by the Archbishop of
Besangon. = Not a syllable was whispered about heresy.
The friend who urged Cornelius, in spite of the dean’s

! Libellus De Nobilitate et Prae. Fem, Sex. in preface. The same autho-

rity covers the next fact or two.
2 Ep. 18, Lib. i. p. 698. 3 Ep. 16. Lib. i. p. 697.
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another ready to befriend him, and enjoying dignity and
wealth with a complete sense of independence. That age
was, in fact, as far removed as this is from the transition
period, during which the patronage of letters by the great,
extinct as a necessity, survived as a tradition, and the
system that had once been vigorous and noble became
imbecile and base.

Nobody at Dole was ignorant that the design of Cor-
nelius Agrippa was to carn the patronage of Margaret,
a liberal encourager of learning. Nobody considered it
dishonourable to seek this by showing that it was de-
served. The prevalent feeling was so far removed from any
such impression, that from many quarters the young man
was urged to magnify his claim on Margaret's attention
by devoting not only the orations, but also some piece of
writing to her honour. Even the cordial vice-chancellor,
desirous to advance the interests of the young orator, set
aside his predilection for the spoken word, and was among
the foremost in admonishing Cornelius to write. Notslow
to profit by advice that ran the same course with his incli-
nations, the new Doctor of Divinity set himself to display
his powers as a theologian in the true manner of the day,
and with theological acuteness to combine a courtier’s
tact, by dedicating to the most conspicuous example of
his argument a treatise on the Nobility and Pre-excel-
lence of the Female Sex. As I have hinted, too, there
was a private example of it known to his own heart.

Before following him into this new field of study, there
is a private letter to be read—a letter of recommendation
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in case of any disease help may be generally found by
using things under the same sign as the part affected.
Again, not only are the characters of men determined
by the planets under which they have been born, but
according to their character trades also are to be classed
under celestial signs; as old men, monks, and others
under Saturn; barbers, surgeons, soldiers, executloners,
and butchers under Mars.

Now, it is very hard to know what star or sign every-
thing is under. It is known sometimes through the
imitation of the superior figure, as in the case of the sun
in the blossom of the marigold, or the fruit of the lotus.
Sometimes it is known by imitation of the rays of the
superior, by its colour, odour, or effects. So gold is
solary by reason of its splendour, and its recelving from
the sun that which makes it cordial. Balsamic plants
are solary, including Libanotis, called by Orpheus the
sweet perfume of the sun. The baboon, also, 1s solary,
because he barks twelve times a day, that is, every hour,
and marks smaller intervals of time in a way that caused
his figure to be carved by the Egyptians on their
fountains!.

Among lunary things are the earth, water, all moist
things, especially those that are white; silver, erystal, and

1 « §olaris est Emocephalus qui per singulas horas duodecies in die latrat,
et equinoctii tempore duodecies per singulas horas mingit : idem et in nocte,
unde illum. in hidrologiis sculpebant Egyptii.” De Oce. Phil. cap. xxii.
ed. cit. G 4. Hermes Trismegistus, or a writer in his name, taught
¢hat the common division of time was suggested to man by the habits of
this sacred animal.
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of things, set down in writing images of stars, their seals
and characters as they appear in plants, in joints or knots
of boughs, and in members of animals. We set down
here that part of this divine writing which was discovered
by the ancient cheiromancers in the hands of men. These
are called divine letters, because being the seals or charac-
ters of planets, by them, according to the Holy Seripture,
is the life of men writ in their hands. Here follow, there-
fore, successively, line under line, the divine letters of
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Mercury, the Sun, and the
Moon:
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you see how by certain natural and artificial preparations,
we are 1n a capacity to receive certain celestial gifts from
above. For stones and metals have a correspondency with
herbg, herbs with animals, animals with the heavens, the
heavens with intelligences, and those with divine properties
and attributes and with God himself after whose image
and likeness all things are created. . . . . . . For this is
the band and continuity of nature, that all superior virtue
doth flow through every inferior with along and continued
series, dispersing its rays even to the very last things: and
inferiors, through their superiors, come to the very su-
preme of all. For so inferiors are successively joined to
their superiors: that there proceeds an influence from
their head, the first cause, as a certain string stretched out,
to the lowermost things of all: of which string if one end
be touched, the whole doth presently shake: and such 2
touch doth sound to the other end: and at the motion of
the inferior the superior also is moved, to which the
other doth answer: as strings in a lute well tuned1.”

Not only vital, but also angelical and intellectual gifts
may be drawn from above? as Mercurius Trismegistus
and Saint Augustine, in his eighth book, * De Civitate
Dei,” relate that an image rightly made of certain proper
things, appropriated to any one certain angel, will pre-
sently be animated by that angel. Celestial spirits may,
in this way, be invoked by men who are of a pure mind,

! De Oce. Phil. K 2. 1 have preserved the punctuation in this passage
to show the use of the colon before semicolons were invented.
2 Cap. xxxviil,
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movements the result of apprehensions!, which are of
three sorts, sensual, rational, and intellectual ; and over
passions following the sensual apprehension Fancy is the
ruler?, but according to the nature of the passions Fancy
acts in producing sensible mutations in the accidents of
the body. So in joy the spirits are forced outwards, in
fear drawn back, in bashfulness moved to the brain;
anger produces heat, fear cold, sadness a sweat and bluish
whiteness ; anxiety induces dryness and blackness, and
how love stirs the pulse physicians know who can discern
therefrom the name of her that is beloved. So Naus-
tratus knew that Antiochus was taken with the love of
Stratonica. And how much vehement anger, joined
with great audacity can do, Alexander the Great shows,
who, being surrounded in a battle in India, was seen to
send forth from himself lightning and fire.

Now the passions produce changes in the body, by way
of imitation3, as when he who sees another gape, gapes
also ; and William of Paris knew a man upon whom any
purgative draught would take effect at sight. So Cyppus,
after he was chosen king of Italy, dwelt for a whole night
upon the vivid recollection and enjoyment of a bull-fight,
and in the morning was found horned, no otherwise than
by the vegetative power being stirred up by a vehement
imagination, elevating corniferous humours into his head.
By this action of the Fancy (so great is the rule of the
soul over the body) men are stirred to move from place
to place, made able to weep at pleasure, to simulate the

' Cap. lxii. * Cap. lxiii 3 Cap. Lxiiii.
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there are said to be four beasts full of eyes standing round
about the throne.

The number five is of no small power, inasmuch as 1t
is composed of the first even and the first odd (unity not
being regarded as a number) ; but odd is male, and even
female. Therefore this is the number of wedlock, as the
Pythagoreans say ; and they call it also the number of
justice, because it divides ten, the number which contains
all others, in an even scale. There are five senses, there
were five wounds, and five is a number associated inti-
mately with the cross. By this number evil demons are
expelled, and poison is made harmless. The five-lettered
name of the Deity is the name of omnipotence. Under
the rule of mnature, the divine trigrammaton—the three-
lettered name—was used; under law, the tetragram-
“maton ; but under the rule of grace, the pentagram.

Six is the number of perfection; having this perfection
in itself, shared by no other, that by the assemblage of 1its
half, its third part, and its sixth part, three, two, one, 1t
is made perfect. Therefore it is connected with produe-
tion, and is called the sign of the world, for in six days
the world was made complete. It is also the number of
labour and servitude: for six days shals thou labour, for
six years shalt thou till the carth, and for six years the
Hebrew slave obeyed his master. There are six tones
also in all harmony, namely, five tones and two semi-tones
making one tone, which is the sixth.

Very many are the powers of the number seven, for it
consists of unity and six, of two and five, of three and
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associated by the ancients generally and in Seripture with
the number seven. There are seven planets, seven wise
men, seven openings in a man’s head, seven angels stand-
ing before the throne —Zaphkiel, Zadkiel, Raphael,
Camael, Haniel, Michael, Gabriel.

Eight is, according to the Pythagoreans, the number of
justice and plenitude. If divided it forms perfect and
equal halves, and if twice divided there is still equality in
its division; therefore it is the number of justice. This
number also represents eternity and the consummation of
the world, because it follows seven, which is the symbol
of this life and time. Therefore, also, it is the number of
blessedness ; and eight is the number of those who are
declared blessed, namely, the peacemakers, those who
hunger and thirst after righteousness, the meek, the per-
secuted for righteousness’ sake, the pure in heart, the
merciful, the poor in spirit, they that mourn.

Nine is the number of the muses, and of the moving
spheres that sing in harmony together. Calliope is at-
tached to the outer sphere, or primum mobile, Urania to
the starry heaven, Polyhymnia to Saturn, Terpsichore to
Jupiter, Clio to Mars, Melpomene to the Sun, Erato to
Venus, Euterpe to Mercury, Thalia to the Moon. There
are nine orders of blessed angels, and the number has
occult relation to the highest mysteries, for it was at the
ninth hour that the Holy Spirit came. Astrologers ob-
serve nine years in a man’s life; and nine has also relation
to imperfection, incompleteness, as wanting one of ten,
as St. Augustine interpreted concerning the ten lepers.
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moon, as the receptacle of heavenly influences, and as it
were the wife of all the stars, is nearest to the carth, on
which she pours the superior influences which she hath re-
ceived; and by this planet, on account of her familiarity
and propinquity, a stronger influence is exercised on the
inferiors that here receive her power in a stream.

Now to the moon, measuring the whole zodiacin twenty-
cight days, there were appointed by the wise men of the
Indians and most ancient astrologers twenty-eight man-
sions!, and in each the moon obtaineth some especial
power. The first 18 called Alnath, or the Ram’s Horns;
its beginning is from the head of Aries, and it causes dis-
cords, journeys. The second 18 Allothaim, or Albochan,
the Ram’s Belly; its beginning is from the twelfth degree
of the same sign, fifty-one minutes, twenty-two seconds ;
st conduces to the finding of treasures, the retaining
of captives. In this manner Cornelius goes on to define
the whole twenty mansions, in which lie hidden many
cecrets of the wisdom of the ancients, by the which they
wrought wonders on all things that are under the circle of
the moon; and they attributed to every mansion its re-
semblances, images, and seals, and its presiding intelli-
gences, and they did work by the virtue of them after
divers manners.

It is necessary, also, to observe the true movements of
the heavenly bodies in the eighth sphere, and to take
note of the planetary hours?, the hours of a day being
apportioned successively by astrologers to planets, begin-

= Cap. xxxiii. p. exlv. 2 Cap. xxxiiii. p. exlvi.
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Ram and Bull were taken from their horns, oo ¥, that of
Aquarius from waters, s, and so with the rest. And the
sign of Saturn was deduced from a sickle, that of Jupiter
from a sceptre, that of Mars from a bolt of war, of Venus
from a looking-glass, of Mercury from a wand. In the
same way characters have been formed to represent various
combinations of signs, stars, and natures.

Of all operations in occult science there is not one that
18 not rooted in astrology?, of which science, since “huge
volumes are everywhere extant,” Cornelius does not think
it necessary to detail the principles, By the use of dice
made under certain celestial influences future destinies may
be divined. Nor is it a blind chance that works in divi-
nation by lot? by throwing cockles, “opening a page of
Virgil, or in other ways. For, as the Platonists teach,
accident can be in no case the prime sufficient cause, we
must look higher, and find out, therefore, in these matters,
a cause which may know and govern the effect. Now this
1s not material but immaterial, and may be in men’s souls,
in departed spirits, in celestial intelligences, or in God
himself. The power of man’s own mind strongly exerted
may control dead matter and direct the lot aright, but
lest such exertion proved too weak, the ancients were
used, before the casting of the lot, by sacred performances
to summon the divine intelligences to their aid.

Now the heavens cannot exercise so many influences as
a mere body, but they must be animated by a living soul,
and upon the soul of the world depends the vigour of

! Cap. liii. p. exeviii. 2 Cap. liiil. p. excix.
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and heals all griefs whatsoever. The obverse and reverse
of it are as here depicted:
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suit my nature, then its demon agrees with my genius, and
my inner life is the more peaceable, my outer life more
prosperous. If I undertake a profession contrary to my
genius, I shall be troubled with disagreeing guides and
helpers. Let me know, therefore, my good genius and
what its nature is. Having found in what path it is
most able to lead me forward, let me direct my thoughts
chiefly to that. Jacob excelled in strength, Phincas in
zeal, Solomon in knowledge, Peter in faith, John in
charity, Magdalen 1n contemplation, Martha in officious-
ness. Follow not, however, the bent of thy genius if it
disagree with thy profession, when that 1s holiest and best
which the demon of nativity opposes, that mean which it
cecks. Follow the better path, and thou shalt at some

time perceive that it 18 well.

The means by which angels converse are called the
tongues of angels' by Saint Paul; we know not how they
speak, or how they hear, yet there is a spiritual body pos-
sessed by a demon, everywhere sensible, that can drink
knowledge in at every pore, as Sponges drink in water.
Then follows a chapter containing the names of spirits—
and their addresses ; that is to say, the names of the stars,
signs, elements, and corners of the heaven in which they
dwell as masters.

The twenty-fifth chapter is on the cabalistical method
of deducing names of angels out of Sacred Writ, and in-
cludes those tables used for the commutation of letters,
svhereof the use is known already to the reader. A method

1 Cap. xxiii. p. ecliil,
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That is the seal by which a man is feared. There is also
another seal imprinted upon some, by reason of which
they inspire love. That is called Hesed.

The next is the longest chapter in the whole work,
upon a topic that had been overlaid by the speculations
of all ages. It is entitled “ What concerning man after
death; diverse opinions.” Perceptions of the truth pro-
bably exist in the opinions of the ancients. As he who
lives by the sword, shall, it was said, die by the sword,
s0 do the deaths of many answer to their lives, and so does
the state of all men after death. Yet do the cabalists
refuse the doctrine of Pythagoras, that souls which have
become bestial take bestial forms; they say, on the con-
trary, that they return to earth in human frames, and
thrice have the opportunity of life thus granted them.
Sometimes the souls of the wicked reanimate their pol-
luted corpses, as places of punishment. Such power evil
spirits have. But when the body returns earth to earth,
the spirit returns to God that gave it, and this spirit is
the mind, the pure intelligence that was incapable of sin
while in the flesh, however sinned against by passions of
the soul and gross delusions of the body. Then if the
soul has lived justly it accompanies the mind, and soul
and mind together work in the world the righteous will
of God, partaking of his power. But the souls that have
done evil, parted after death from the mind, wander with-
out intelligence, subject to all the wild distresses of un-
regulated passion, and by the affinity they have acquired
for the grossness of corporeal matter, assimilate to them-
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selves and condense, as in a fog, material particles,
through which they become sensible again of bodily pain
and discomfort. It is believed also that the souls of just
Christians preach to the souls of the just Pagans salvation
in the name of Christ. Of this tenor seems to be the
belief of Cornelius; he speaks of manes, lares, and
lemures, but with those Christians who revel in gross
1mages of vindictive torture after death he shows no sym-
pathy at all. He sees the sorest punishment to the base
- soul in its own baseness; and as to the literal interpreta-
tion of the fires of hell, he quotes with a marked approba-
tion these words of Augustine: “It is better to be in
doubt concerning secret things than to dispute about
them as uncertain. I do not doubt, for example, that we
are to believe that rich man to be in the heat of suffering,
and that poor Lazarus in the cool shade of joy; but what
I am to understand by that infernal fire, that bosom of
Abraham, that tongue of the rich, that finger of the poor,
that thirst of the tormented, that drop by which it can be
cooled, will scarcely he discovered by the patience of re-
search, never by the impatience of contention.”

Souls after death remember the past, and retain accord-
ing to their nature more or less of attraction towards the
bodies they inhabited, or other flesh and blood. This is
most true of those souls whose bodies are unburied, or
were subject to violence; as in the case of malefactors, and
about places of execution, or places where slain bodies
lie, many such spirits collect by choice, and more are
banned to them. Therefore, in evoking spirits of the
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" dead, such places are to be chosen, or churchyards or
other ground, to which these spirits most resort; and in
the incantation flesh and blood must be used, taken from
a person killed by violence, since it is with corporeal
vapours, also with eggs, milk, honey, oil, and flour, that
departed souls are drawn as by the renewal of a broken -
link. Now they who use such conjurations, because they i
perform wonders only by or upon corpses, are called
Necromancers; and there are two kinds of necromancy—
necyomantia, when a corpse is animated ; scyomantia,
when only a shade is summoned. But for the reunion of
souls with bodies occult knowledge is required, to which
no man, except by the direct gift of Heaven, can attain. &
The next chapter® is on the power of the soul, which
consists of mind, reason, and idolum. The mind, of
which the light proceeds from God, illuminates the
reason, which again flows into the idolum, the pnwer-:*
which gives life to the body, receives sensations, and pro-
cures for the thoughts bodily expression. In the idolum,
again, are two powers—phantasy, before described, and
diffused natural sense. Now the mind only 1s, by nature,
divine, eternal; the reason is airy, durable; the idolum,
more corporeal, left to itself, perishes. And of the divine
light, which is communicated not to all men in the same
degree®, by efforts of pious aspiration some men have
obtained so full a ray, that it has poured through the
reason into the subtle substance of the idolum, and has

1 Cap. xlii. p. ceciiii. 2 Cap. xliil. p. ccevi
* Cap. xliiii. p. cccix.
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have described four forms of it. One proceeds from the
muses. Each of the nine muses gives prophetic power to
a certain class of objects; the muses act severally through
the seven planets, the whole heaven of stars, and the
primum mobile, or universal sphere. The last gives power
to the most occult mysteries and intelligences; the lowest,
which acts through the moon, gives the prophetic powers
that are found sometimes even in stocks and stones. The
second of these furies proceeds from Dionysos, the third
from Apollo, and the fourth from Venus; each is de-
scribed from the writings of the ancients. Then are de-
scribed rapture and ecstasy, which represent the power
of the soul by a continued yearning heavenward from a
pure body, to be carried out of its house in the flesh, to
stand apart from it for a certain time, pervading, as a
light pervades the air, all space, and with space compre-
hﬂndmrr all time also. Of pmpheuc dreams there are
four kinds: those which occur in the morning between
sleeping and waking, those which relate to another persony
those which include in the dream its own interpretation,
and, lastly, those which are repeated, as said Joseph, for
that the dream was doubled unto Pharach twice; it 18
because the thing is established by God, and God will
shortly bring it to pass.” But with prophetical dreams
there is more or less of accidental and vain matter always
mixed; neither is any dream prophetical except by the
influence of the celestials, with whom alone is knowledge
of the future; and he who would divine by dreams, must
sleep on a clean bed in a purc chamber that has been
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chief part of inward purification is repentancel, as even
Seneca has said in Phyeste, that the man who repents is
almost innocent. There is also abundant evidence in

Seripture of the efficacy of almsgiving upon which the
philosophers appear to have said little or nothing.

Upon the consideration of these means of inward purifi- -
cation follow a few chapters on extrinsic helps, as by the
ministries of the church, baptism, exorcism, benediction;

and it appears certain that material things can become active

even on the soul, as with that fire in Sicily, whereof Wil-

liam of Paris witnesses that it doth cruelly hurt the souls,

but does not affect the bodies of those who approach it

By vows and signs of adoration® the soul may be helped

if it be striving inwardly, but only when it is striving

Godward and towards things that are good. Prayer will
not extort from God what is unjust. Cornelius describes
next many recorded forms of oblation and sacrifice’. He

speaks of them as typical, as helps to prayer, because they

are a second prayer, the petition urged by the beseecher
first out of his heart and then in the form of an emblem
which encourages his heart, and adds expression to his
words. All heathen offerings have been abolished, and

their whole meaning is concentred in the emblem of the

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. There remain but two
true sacrifices—that of our Lord on the Cross for the re-
mission of sin, and the sacrifice of a man’s own heart,
pure and contrite, to the God by whom that offering is
not despised. :

! Cap. Ivi. p. ccexxvil. 2 Cap. lvil. p. ecexxviii.
* Cap. lviii. p. ceexxix. 4 Cap. lix. p. ccoxxxi.
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tournament on the 8th of November, in which he, with
Master Charles Brandon and Master Compton, was to
hold the ground during two days against all comers, with
spear at tilt on the first day, and at tourney with swords
on the second. Of course, he was royally victorious, and
Cornelius Agrippa was, no doubt, a witness of his prowess
among the Almaines, or Germans from the court of Maxi-
milian, whom we find to have been more particularly
entertained on this occasion. “ The second night,” Ho-
linshed tells usl, ¢ were divers strangers of Maximilian
the emperor's court and ambassadors of Spain with the
king at supper. When they had supped, the king willed
them to go into the queen’s chamber, who so did. In the
mean time the king, with fifteen other, apparelled in
Almaine jackets of crimson and purple satin, with long
quartered sleeves and hosen of the same suit, their bonnets
of white velvet, wrapped in flat gold of damask, with
yizards and white plumes, came in with a mummery, and
after a certain time that they had played with the queen
and the strangers, they departed. Then suddenly entered
six minstrels, richly apparelled, playing on their instru-
ments; and then followed fourteen persons, gentlemen,
all apparelled in yellow satin, cut like Almaines, bearing
torches. After them came six disguised in white satin
and green. . . . . The first of these six was the king, the
Earl of Essex, Charles Brandon, Sir Edward Howard, Sir
Thos. Knevet, and Sir Henry Guilford. Then part of the
gentlemen bearing torches departed and shortly returned,

1 In the Chronicles under the year 1510.
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Reuchlin denies. Pfefferkorn affirms.

II. Whether the Cabala propounded by Reuchlin be
contrary to the word of God ?

Pfefferkorn affirms. Reuchlin denies?.

In 1509 an order was extracted from Maximilian, then
in camp at Padua, to John Pfefferkorn of Cologne, com-
manding him to search out Jewish books and extirpate
them. In 1510 a like order was sent to Uriel, Archbishop
of Mayence, who forwarded to Pfefferkorn, from Aschaffen-
burg, a list of the books he had seized, and also, sensible
man, wrote to ask Reuchlin which he might properly de-
stroy after he had seized them. A month or two afterwards
instructions were obtained from Maximilian to Jacob Hoch-
straten, inquisitor of Cologne, Victor von Carben, priest,
and John Reuchlin, doctor of laws, informing them of the
powers conferred on Uriel, Archbishop of Mayence?, and
ordering them all to furnish him with counsel. In 1509
Pfefferkorn had attacked Reuchlin as a Cabalist and pro-
moter of blasphemy in his Handspiegel, to whom, on the
6th of October, Reuchlin replied by the publication of his
Augenspiegel. About this famous book, which they
eventually condemned and burnt, and about Reuchln’s
letters, on the same topic, to Conrad Koellin, then just
published, the theologians of his native town were mainly

! This and the other notes on the controversy as it stood at this time in
Cologne I take from the Prodromus Historie Universitatis Coloniensis, quo
exhibetur Synopsis actorum et scriptorum a Facultate T'heologica pro Ecel.
Cath. et Republ. of Joseph Harzheim (4to, Cologne, 1759).

* This Uriel is said afterwards to have died of regret, becanse when’ he

once by chance caught the cellarer at Aschaffenburg stealing his wine, he
gave him a blow on the head with the cooper's adze that killed him.
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to cover this deficiency, and in Cornelius he found a
doctor who would represent the Geerman party.

Carvajal was a Spanish priest, and very active. His
brother had been ambassador, in Portugal, of Ferdinand
the Catholic. He had himself studied for the Church,
partly in Spain, partly in Italy, and being at the Papal
court, in Italy he had been made nuncio to Spain by
Innocent VIII. Ferdinand and Isabella then sent him as
ambassador to Rome. In 1493, Alexander V1. made him
Cardinal di Santa Croce, he being then Bishop of Cartha-
gena. He had before held the sees of Astorgas and
Badajoz, afterwards he held those of Siguenzia and Pla-
centia. Julius IL. sent him to Germany as legate on
Ttalian business, and being at the court of Maximilian,
—where he perhaps saw Agrippa, then being despatched
to England,—Carvajal was led to forsake the Pope, and
to take the active part in subsequent affairs which placed
him at the head of the Church party, summoning its
chiefs to Pisa. He then held the see of Sabina, one of
the chief Italian bishoprics, having a cardinal’s hat con-
nected with its mitre, and he was by this office the third
in rank of the Popé’s six assistant bishops.

Consenting, then, to the offers of this chief, Cornelius
repaired to Pisa towards the close of summer, and in 50
doing braved the terror of the Pope’s excommunication.
For on the twenty-sixth of July, 1511, Pope Julius had
cummoned to submission the three cardinals, Carvajal,
Cardinal of Santa Croce, William of Narbonne, and
Francis Cusentinus, their adherents, entertainers, and all
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the title of Defender of the Faith, was preparing to
make a serious diversion by invading France. Maxi-
milian paused ; and, while he paused, the Pope plied
him with promises. The Emperor became cold in the
quarrel of the French. Nevertheless there were still his
German bands in Italy, and with them there was Cornelius
Agrippa. With Jacob von Empser for their leader, they
were at the command of the chivalrous young general
Gaston de Foix, who, hurrying to Bologna, took there
the Pope’s forces by surprise, and raised the siege of the
town; then hastened to Brescia, and, after a fierce struggle,
wrested Brescia from the Venetians; marched then to
Ravenna, and on Easter-day, in the year 1511, over-
threw the army of the Pope: but, when the battle was
won, perished in a hasty charge. With him—though he
was buta youth of one or two and twenty—fell for a time
the cause of France in Italy. Had he lived, he would
assuredly have taken Rome. He fell, and his successor in
command, when he had made himsell safe in Ravenna,
waited for instructions to be sent from Paris. Maximilian
had deserted his ally. Before the battle of Ravenna,
orders had been issued for the departure of the German
troops out of the French army, but von Empser, their
leader, generously urged upon Gaston that France should
give battle, and use his services while he was still there to
offer them. From that date the defection of the Geermans
went on rapidly. Maximilian was about to pass from
alliance with France into enmity, and to participate with
the King of England in the imminent invasion of the
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a week after the battle of Ravenna, Cornelius, who 1s still
at Lavizaro, expresses his great satisfaction, and adds,
“You have gone there as my precursor, for to betake
myself thither has been now for a long course of days my
secret meditation; I will now carry out my thoughts and
soon be with you. When I am come you may set care
aside, for I will not cheat you with promises, but give you
a real help over your doubts where it 1s needed; and so,
having put your affairs in prosperous condition, we will
take counsel as to what next shall be done.”

The patron by whose help all difficulties in the way of
a convenient settlement at Pavia were to be conquered,
was William Paleologus, Marquis of Monferrat. Mon-
ferrat, which sixty years afterwards became a duchy, was
then an ancient Lombard marquisate, close upon Pavia,
having not quite three hundred square miles of domain.
It was made a marquisate by Otho I. in the year 967, and
in 1305 the original main line died out, Jobn the Just
leaving no nearer heir than the son of his sister Violante
by the Greek emperor Andronicus II.  Thus the imperial
name of Palzologus came to be that of the Marquises of
Monferrat, the William who was Agrippa’s patron being
descended from the son of ViolantegTheodore Comnenus
Palzologus. William was the last of the race but one.
John George, his successor, who had been Bishop of
Casale, died in 1533 while making arrangements for his
marriage, and so the succession was thrown open to
dispute. It was generally at Casale, the most important
of his towns, that the Marquis of Monferrat had Agrippa’s
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The dangers of travel, dreaded by Landulph, were at
that time serious, for they depended not only on the pre-
sence of so many hostile bands, but they were aggravated
by the fury of the Lombard people. Having suffered
from the licence of the French camp grievous wrongs, the
native peasantry fell savagely at last upon every French-
man not protected by the presence of an army. In this
year, 1512, fifteen hundred French soldiers and merchants
are sald to have been massacred in detail, their goods
being also plundered, after the departure of the French
general, Trivulzio, from Milan. Houses and shops that
belonged to persons friendly to the French were broken
into and destroyed!. In a little house at Milan, Landulph
had established his small family. Thither he journeyed
one October day, accompanied by his brother Gian An-
gelo, who had but lately joined him, and he reached
Milan in time to find his home invaded by six Swiss
foot-soldiers, to whom it had been pointed out by a spy
as the house of a man favourable to the French. DBut
for his brother’s help, he says, there would have been an
end of everything?. Landulph’s family, however, was in
safe shelter within the castle of his friend at Lavizaro,
which contained a garrison of forty fugitives from Pavia.
In that town it may here be said that Galbianus, who had
been so active a promoter of the Catalonian entferprise
narrated at the outset of this history, was killed when
Cornelius was taken prisoner®,

' Muratori, sub anno MDXII. 2 Ep. 85, Lib. i. p. 709.
? Ep. 34, Lib, i. p. 708 ; and for the next citation.
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on his own Books of Occult Philosophy. There was 2
pupil of his among the combatants, Christopher Schilling,
of Lucerne, who saw the sheets departing from their
owner, and, in the heat of battle, mindful of the cause of
scholarship, plunged forward to rescue them. Cornelius
heard afterwards of this, and that some papers had so been
saved; perhaps, therefore, his loss was not irreparable’.

His position otherwise was, by the victory of the French
at Marignano, rendered desperate. King Francis fixed
his military residence at Pavia, while Maximilian Sforza
made what terms he could, still holding the citadel of
Milan. Constable Bourbon was governor for Franeis in
the town. On the eighth of October the citadel was
ceded to the French—two years had mot elapsed since
they last quitted it—and Maximilian Sforza withdrew to
French soil upon a pension, glad, he said, to be quit of
slavery and the Swiss, the Emperor’s caprices, and the
thieves of Spain. Sforza might so retire, the neighbouring
Ttalian princes might accept the stern arbitrement of war,
and ride, as they did on the eleventh of October, with
the Marquis of Monferrat among them, as the friendly
escort of King Francis, into his new capital of Milan.
Cornelius Agrippa was a German noble, owing strict alle-
giance to the Emperor. He could make no submission
to King Francis. His vocation was gone, therefore, as a
soldier; hostile to the new rule, he could no longer teach
at Pavia; his military pension ceased, and there was an
abrupt end of his lectures.

! Ep. 14, Lib. ii. pp. 732, 733, for the preceding.




























































2 CORNELIUS AGRIPPA.

the Dukes of Savoy had it for their capital, and when the
line of Palxologus failed, not very long after this date, the
Duke of Savoy was among the candidates for a succession
to the Marquisate.

To the Duke of Savoy, Cornelius Agrippa seems to
have been successfully commended by his patron when,
prompt to hope, he wrote a few lines to his friend Rosatil,

saying that, “ Never man could have been rescued for
~ better fortune from the utmost peril.” There were friends
in sundry places, knowing both his merit and his need,
who were exerting themselves to procure for him another
start in life, but the first offer was that from Savoy. It
had a double promise in it. Not only was there the ducal
favour, but there was a proposal made by a reverend dig-
nitary of the Church at Vercelli, not Augustine Ferrerius
the bishop, but a most illustrious Hannibal, who must have
held high rank in the town, to take Cornelius into his
service, giving him a pension of two hundred ducats and
a house of his own choosing®. He made this offer, after
having seen the little treatise upon “ Knowledge of God,”
and made many inquiries about its author. He desired
also that the fact of his having proposed anything should
be kept as secret as possible, and Agrippa’s friend at Ver-
celli, when writing to state his offer, was to add that any
arrangement consequent upon acceptance of it could not
take effect immediately. He would say in a few days
when Agrippa was to come. Agrippa’s friend, however,
told him that if he found it most convenient to come at

' Ep. 68, Lib. i. p. 719, 2 Ep. b4, Lib. i. pp- 719, 720.
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Geneva writes to him in a consolatory strain, and ¢ does
not think that he did quite wisely in refusing to accept
the pay offered him by that ungrateful man, especially con-
sidering his own very straitened fortunes. It seemed to
him an absurd revenge which gave reward to the com-
mitter of a wrong, and inflicted damage upon the laborious
and deserving. It would have been more prudent, laying
aside pride, to have claimed that money, little as it was,
which the hand of injustice at last offered.” Such wise
friends have we all to help us keep our souls in due sub-
jection. But the concern on behalf of Agrippa and his
family was laudable, and this Geneva correspondent was
most honestly rejoiced at the chance of having as a towns-
man and a neighbour one so noble and so learned as
Agrippa. He wasready to assist Eustochius Chappuys, the
chief friend of Cornelius in the town, in looking for a
house, and making other preparations, if that able doctor
should adhere to his proposal of a settlement in his wife’s
native city.

Probably the disrespect suffered at the hands of the
Duke of Savoy had caused Cornelius in his resentment to
regard even the slenderest tie between patron and client
as a state of bondage. He and his little family had
already been for some time living on the insufficient pro-
duce of his industry and talent. Instead of depending
again upon service to one man for a more ample sub-
sistence, might he not find it more consistent with the
liberty he cherished to obtain a wider field for private
practice, whether of law or medicine, in a community
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two short ghimpses. }}e argues against the book of Jacques
Faber, and has lately been to Paris, yet he does not
rightly know the name of the Parisian doctor, and alludes
to him only as Peter Faber!. He counts up the advan-
tages supposed to be derived from St. Anne’s two super-
numerary husbands, and says, ‘surely it is better for the
Church to have had John, the two Jameses, the Apos-
tles Simon and Jude, than the widowhood of Anne?”
In Agrippa’s argument there occur two declamatory pas-
sages which show distinctly the views taken by him of
the strife arising in the Church. In this one of his works
there occurs also a brief narrative of his career, given in
reply to Salini’s assertion that he 1s unlettered—one of those
useful little autobiographic fragments common in the
works of writers who belonged to that free-spoken time?,
And now, here is free speech to the Dominicans*: “I am
not ignorant that in the Gospel and in the administration
of the Church you are not set apart, but that you occupy
yourselves for the sake of lucre with the Pope’s indulgences,
the business of preaching, the confessional, burial rites, and
other offices of the Church. If these assemblies and these
ministrations brought you poverty instead of property, I
know you would not thunder your hyperboles in church,
you would not bind the people with your power over
purgatory by so many prodigious fables, so many ghostly
portents, so many markets for indulgences, so many mo-
nopolies of alms, and financial laws. You would not scent
like vultures the corpses of the rich, and come so craftily

! Ibid. p. 662, * Ibid. p. 626. 3 Ibid. p. 596. 4 Ibid. p. 600.
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of the order of Dominicans, inquisitor at Cologne, against
an old teacher of mine, most learned in each faculty,
Peter of Ravenna. The same brotherkin, with Arnold de
Tungris and other sworn calumniators of Cologne, in-
sulted the most upright and learned man, Reuchlin of
Pfortzheim, and spread the most wicked lies about the
world to'their own everlasting infamy. So did Wigandus,
the beginning and the support of the Dominican heresy at
Berne; so did that Dominican brotherkin and Thomist
doctor against the illustrious doctor in each faculty, Sebas-
tian Brand, now chancellor and councillor at Zurich, as
well as against other famous doctors, being and speaking
evil. So did Sylvester Prierias, though master of the
palace to the Pope at Rome, brotherkin of the same order
of Dominicans and Thomist doctor, inveigh against that
most combative doctor, Martin Luther of Wittenberg, not
without giving proof of his own ignorance. Even John
Eckius, although an erudite man, and with scholastic
learning, battled against the same Luther, and against
Andrew Bodenstein of Carlstadt, with ill-success and to
his own mishap. Nor are there wanting envious and pes-
tilent detractors who join you, Salini, in calumny against
Erasmus of Rotterdam, and Jacques Faber d’Etaples,
whom certain theologists of Paris, because he denied that
crude translation of the New Testament, which you, and
sophist fellows like you, call J erome’s, to be Jerome’s, and
proved by arguments that it was not Jerome’s, have wished
to condemn as a heretic, blackening themselves eternally
and universally with their own ignorance and malice,
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The venerable Abbot Bonmont, from the monastery
at Moutiers, who had become at Geneva a high church
authority, was a warm friend to Agrippa and his family.
He had become godfather to one of his children, thus
taking a position which in those days gave him an artificial
tie of relationship to Agrippa’s wife. The tie was so
distinct that matrimony was unlawful between man and
woman, one of whom had at a former time been sponsor
for the other’s child. The good name and credit of this
abbot extended to Friburg, and helped to increase there
the cordiality of the reception given to Cornelius. The
same abbot retained also at Geneva his friend’s first
son, Aymon, and took friendly charge for a time both of
his maintenance and of his education.

Bonmont had great faith both in the moral and in-
tellectual power of Agrippa. There is a letter extant,
written by Cornelius at his desire for the admonition and
help of a young student!, the gist of which is that the
pupil was to learn rightly from the righteous, because
time was lost in listening to the depraved; that he could
not be learned without Greek, or eloquent without Latin ;
that he should cultivate a wide field, but since the whole
field of knowledge was more than a single man could
travel over, he should read especially two authors, Pliny
in Latin, and Plutarch in Greek. These, more than any
others, could be made sufficient to render a man learned
in all sorts of sciences and in each necessary language;
only, above all things, he exhorted to the close study of

! Ep. 81, Lib. iii. p. 797.
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than wind, he lauds his Orestes as a man who has come
into the labyrinth of this world “not without the clue.”
And yet he knows—every friend of Agrippa knows—
how in the labyrinth of the world he has been long
astray : he knows it well enough to see an opportunity of
quoting in this letter the text, Yet have I never seen the
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.

The removal from Geneva to Friburg, in the beginning
of the year 1523, indicated some slight increase of pros-
perity. Friburg was but a small Swiss mountain fortress,
with a narrow-streeted town attached to it, and scarcely
could pay a high salary to its physician. We know how
slender was the payment made by small Italian towns to
the physician attached to their service'; it was, indeed,
not greater than that which would be now offered in
England to a parish surgeon, and retained his services not
for the poor alone. It would be more correct to find a
parallel as to principle for these appointments of physicians
in the appointment, by communities, of men who were to
be their spiritual pastors. Agrippa was received in the
best spirit at Friburg, both by magistrates and people;
they were a hardy, warrior race, but noted for kindness
and hospitality. Their treatment of Agrippa was not
only courteous, but, considering their means, munificent,
and in their town, as in Geneva—always, in short, while
in Switzerland—Cornelius, however little money he might
carn, had only kindness to acknowledge, and was held

! Life of Jerome Cardan (1854), vol. ii. pp. 154, 155,
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become a royal treasurer, who is staying at the house of
the Geeneral Nurbeck. He has offers to make to Schelling,
and no doubt has played the tempter to Agrippa too.
“ My commencement of Commentaries on Paul, and other
things left with you, I trust, are safe,” Agrippa says.
Afterwards, on the eighth of June, in this year, 1523, he
writes to Schelling of his wife’s impending confinement,
and of his close occupation upon pressing and important
business by the magistrates of Friburg!, who would thus
seem to have made use of his skill, not only as a physician,
but to have availed themselves also in other ways of his
extensive knowledge. This tended, no doubt, to the im-
provement of his salary.

While falling into affectionate correspondence with his
friend at Lucerne, he attacks merrily his friend Cantiun-
cula, at Basle, for stinting him in letters. He has been
to Basle, and there, at supper with Cantiuncula, has met
Erasmus, and his talk over the supper-table has dwelt on
the mind of Erasmus pleasantly, so that he speaks after-
wards with admiration in his household of the rare gifts
of Agrippa. In the household of Erasmus is a youth who
had once courted Agrippa’s good-will with some specimens
of Latin verse, and being admitted to his friendship—a
thing not hard to acquire—writes to him about these
things®.

Many good friends were made in Switzerland, and at
Friburg the physician had a cordial patron in a citizen,

! Ep. 40, Lib. ii. p. 805. * Ep. 44, Lib. iii. p. 806.
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friend, Augustine Furnario, citizen of Genoa, and in
his dedication calls it a cynical Declamation; says that
he writes as a dog; and that in his next book on fire-
weapons, pyrography, he shall appear as a dragon, after
which he will return to his old shape of philosopher.

If we bear in mind the disappointments and distresses
in the midst of which this bitter jest was written, and the
life also that prepared the author for his work, we shall
know perfectly well its meaning. The bigotry of school-
men who would test all knowledge, even all religion, by
what they could find in a few Latin and Greek books,
was a heavy drag upon all independent aspiration. It in-
fected the Church: it followed with its hue-and-cry every
one who sought to explore new regions of art and science.
There were brave and strong men in those days, who
battled with it, and broke loose from it. Cornelius
Agrippa, half emancipated, in this book turned fiercely
upon those who watched the prison door. You tie down
free inquiry, it is meant to say, you chain our spirits to
the ground; you claim to have all wisdom when you
know what has been written about your sciences and
arts. But you are wrong. There is as much vanity as
sense 1n all your wisdom, and beyond it lies an undis-
covered world in God’s Word and His works. Hear me
cry, Out upon your knowledge! You who claim to be the
fountain-heads of wisdom, are not so wise as you account
yourselves. I can say more, you shall find, in praise of
an ass than of any one of you. The fountain-head of
wisdom is the Word of God, and it shall pour its fertilis-
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where in the market-place, and in the squares they look
to be called rabbi and doctor. They close the way to
heaven, and themselves, not entering, keep others out;
they devour widows’ houses, making their long prayers;
compass sea and land, seduce and steal young children,
that having made one proselyte they may increase the
number of those lost, as they themselves are through vain
comment and tradition. They neglect souls and the altars
of the public, and with a covetous eye seek after only gold
and gifts; and, minding the more profitable and sinister
parts of the law, are very strict in their decrees touching
tithes, oblations, collections, and alms; tithing fruits,
cattle, money; not sparing, also, things of the smallest
price, as mint, anise, and cumin, for which, barking lke
dogs, they contend with the people from the pulpit. Now
the Pope of Rome himself (as the holy Abbot Bernard of
Clairvaux complained) is the most intolerable and burden-
some of 2ll whose pomp and pride never yet any of the
tyrants equalled.” Agrippa then sketches some of the his-
torical misdeeds of popes, who feed on the sins of the people,
and are clad, and nourished, and luxuriate upon the same.
The comment is continued in the same vein, but arrives
at this conclusion, that as all powers that be are good,
being of God, who so provides as to turn all our evil
actions for the best, we ought to obey and not resist those
who are appointed rulers in the Church. It is infidelity
to doubt the Scriptures, and impiety to spurn the priests:
priests are good, a bishop is better, holiest of all 1s the
most high Pope, and chief of priests, into whose hand are
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not contemn me for the vexed life that I lead. There
are gods at whose name the very gates of your Inferno
tremble, and by them I shall be vindicated. There are
friends unknown in your dark regions who will be my
helpers ; and I have strength besides of which the dwellers
n your world know nothingl,”

In the mean time, Agrippa had invented a machine for
propelling fire-balls swiftly and easily at a cheap cost?,
and he had not abandoned the ides that King Francis
might be induced to behave towards him better than his
mother. He reserved, therefore, his book on Pyromachy
for the king, but when he heard from the Seneschal that,
as he expressed it, Pluto was only to be approached
through Proserpine, he wrote to Chapelain, “ Promise
nothing as to that work, for I have changed all my
counsel.”

The Bishop of Bazas, not having written for some
weeks, and the last letter from the Bishop having ex-
pressed annoyance, Cornelius teazed him again by telling
him that he was justifying his complaint by silence and
by touchiness. He told him again, that he wanted
nothing more of him and Chapelain but the debts pay-
able to friendship—namely, letters; and that if they were
not paid he thereby declared war against them both,
He had shown himself, indeed, but a bad fighter in their
hen-roost, but no French cock—he was playing on the
Latin word for cocks and Frenchmen—was his master,
If need were, he would pelt them both with letters till he

' Ep. 72, Lib. iv. pp. 889-892, * Ep. 68, Lib, iv. p. 887,
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friend’. The letters, however, did, after a few years, come
together in the press, and in this narrative their tale is
told again.

At this time Cornelius was in communication with the
Duke of Bourbon, and the next letter he caused to be
published is one in which he addressed himself as a man
cheerfully at work on his behalf to that commander. If was
dated on the twenty-sixth of February, 1527. A month
later, on the thirtieth of March, Cornelius again wrote in
reply to letters brought him by a messenger from Bour-
bon. Bourbon promised him fairly, and desired help
from his counsel. In the last month of the preceding
year, King Francis had procured the support in France
of what was termed an Assembly of Notables, who justi-
fied their sovereign’s desire to break the treaty to which
he had sworn, and which had been the price of his own
liberty. This act of perfidy renewed the war, and of
course helped to turn the current of Agrippa’s sympathy
from France towards the Emperor and those who fought
with him. Against the Emperor there was a great league
formed. The first thought of Bourbon next year, was
both to strike a blow that should startle Europe, and to
find the richest plunder for the payment of his troops,
by an attack on the Pope in his own city. He proposed
to besiege and capture Rome. Upon this subject he had
asked from Agrippa counsel, and no doubt also prognos-
tieations. Do not be disturbed,” replied Agrippa, ¢ by
the power of those enemies who depend not upon their

! Ep..5, Lib. v. p. 899.
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he should take. At Christmas he would quit Lyons, to
which place he had so long been bound by the Queen’s
perfidy, and proceed with his family and all his house-
hold goods to Paris, travelling by the Loire to Briare,
whence he understood that it was only a day’s journey
to the other river that would carry him to Parist. (It is
from Briare that a canal now departs which joins the
Loire and Seine.) He would travel, he told his Antwerp
friends, as fast as winter weather would permit, but the
road was difficult, the times were dangerous, his children
were young, and his means being exhausted, it was only
by the generosity of the Genoese citizen, Furnario, that
he was enabled to meet the expenses of the journey®.

Of his Occult Philosophy he was at this time writing
to Father Aurelius, in answer to inquiries, and the pur-
port of his information was that such philosophy con-
sisted in a study of God through his works, and that the
key to the Occult Philosophy was Intelligence, for the
understanding of high things gives power to man, when
he is lifted by it to nearer communion with God, and
dying to the flesh has his life hidden in Christ. So it
was with the apostle who, whether in the flesh or out of
the flesh he knew not, was caught up into Paradise, and
heard unspeakable words. It is a substantial faith in
that doctrine of Aspiration which had guided him in
youth that abides by him in his maturity ; this, he informs
Aurelius, is the key to his philosophy. ¢ But I wam
you,” he adds, “ not to be deceived herein concerning me,

1 Ep. 17, Lib. v. p. 907. # Ep. 18, Lib. v. p. 908.
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or think that I myself have attained any divine heights.
I have been baptised a soldier in human blood, have
almost always been attached to courts, am now bound by
a tie of the flesh to a most dear wife, am exposed, an
unstable man, to all the blasts of fortune, am wholly
turned aside by the world, the flesh, and household cares,
and have not sought after those heavenly gifts. But I
wish to be accepted as a guide who, himself standing at
~all times outside the gates, shows other men where they
should enter!.”

Busy throughout November with the packing and the
other preparations for departure, on the fourth of De-
. cember Cornelius and his wife had everything ready.
His models and inventions, with a new scheme for a
bridge, he had sent to the citizen of Genoa by whose
friendly hand he was to be assisted out of France®.
He had also forwarded his whole library by way of
Lorraine, addressed to Furnario, for safe keeping until he
rejoined 1t®. On the sixth the pilgrimage began, license
having been obtained for the party of ten personsto pass
to Paris. The ten persons were Cornelius Agrippa him-
self, aged forty-one; his wife, aged twenty-four, and
delicate in health—she was always referred to by Chape-
lain, who liked her heartily, as a girl, and the quality in
her upon which he seemed to dwell most was her modest
bearing ;—his boy Aymon, aged about fourteen; three
boys, of whom the eldest was not four years old, the

! Ep. 19, Lib. v. pp. 908-910. * Ep. 20, Lib. v. p. 910.
3 Ep. 24, Lib, v. p. 912.
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youngest a baby of eight months, his wife’s maid, two

young servants, and a boy as runner. With these he

had to take his household goods in many packages'.
They had a clear sky and the mildest winter air to favour
them, so that they reached Paris in fifteen days?, that is
to say, on the twentieth of December®. They had landed
at Briare on the fifteenth, but as Agrippa did not find
there waiting a learned friend residing in those parts to
whom he had written, and whom he desired to meet, the
travellers went on to Gien, and slept there at the inn of
the Three Kings. On the day following they crossed to
Montargis for the other water way, and Agrippa wrote to
his friend that they would wait for him two or three
days in that town, at the Golden Winepress in the Rue
St. Martin, but that it would not be possible for them to
tarry longert. So they reached Paris on the twentieth,
and put up at the sign of St. Barbara, in the street called
La Harpe®. He expected to be detained in Paris a few
days®.

He had his safe-conduct, or passport, out of France
to wait for. Very soon he obtained the distressing
knowledge that he was to be still further tortured by
delay. The little fund that was to take the family to
Antwerp, went to pay their lodgings at the Paris inn.
The desire of Agrippa to leave France excited a desire
in the queen-mother, or in those about her, to detain him.
His request for a safe-conduct into the Netherlands was

1 Ep. 48, Lib. v. p. 928. * Ep. 27, Lib. v. p. 918.

: Ep. 24, Lib. v. p. ¥12. * Ep. 21, Lib. v. p. 910.
® Ep. 43, Lib. v. p. 928. ¢ Ep. 24, Lib. v. p. 912.
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friends would shortly be in town, and it appeared to him
that it would be most ‘easy—considering the value of
Agrippa’s recondite inventions—for them all to recover
the Queen’s grace towards him. ¢ Tell me,” he said, “a
way of restoring obliterated writing, that I may see who is
the owner of that Greek book so necessary to physicians
which is in my keeping, and restore it to him.” Agrippa
sent the desired recipe, and warmly repudiated any inten-
tion of humbling himself to beseeching more of the Queen
than license to depart out of her service and safe-conduct
to the Netherlands, with a reasonable sum, if she would
pay what it was her duty to pay, for travelling expenses.
So he wrote when he had been only cleven days at Paris,
and had spent already nearly twenty gold crowns on the
cost of maintaining his household at the Harp-street inn.
Sixteen days later he was still detained, receiving no
letters of dimission, but in place of them new promises of
favour, by which he was not to be deceived®. On the
twenty-first of January letters of dimission having been
promised by the queen-mother’s Chancellor, but not pro-
duced, Agrippa, with his little ones about him, was grown
painfully impatient of the expenses of the tavern. He
had written to the Queen, and had received no answer®.
While he was suffering under the displeasure of the
French court because he was no juggler, and was left
with salary unpaid, it did not soften his wrath to see that
a magician, who was said to have power over demons, was

' Ep. 23, Lib. v. p. 911. ? Ep. 24, Lib. v. p. 912.
3 Ep. 25, Lib. v. p. 918.



EXPECTING PASSPORTS. 237

being brought at considerable cost from Germany, that
as Jannes and Mambres resisted Moses he might resist
Ceesar. “Yousee,” he said, “where they put their faith who
seek to subject the elements, nature, Providence, God, to
the command of one magician, saying as Saul, when the
Lord answered him not, said to the witch, I pray thee
divine unto me by the familiar spirit. This 1s done by
the most Christian king and by his mother; bishops and
cardinals connive and suffer the counsels of the Father of
Lies to be rewarded from the sacred treasures of the
Church. What profit had the mighty ones of eld from
the diviners who deluded them with promises of happy
fortune ? Did they not all come to the dust, and perish
miserably in their sins? Those impious follies lead to
ruin, and make none more miserable than the men who
trust them most. I do not deny that there are arts, wise
thoughts, by which, without offence to God, injury to
faith or religion, kingdoms may be defended, counsel
tested, wealth increased, enemies overcome, the good-will
of mankind conciliated, sicknesses be combated, health pre-
served, life prolonged, the vigour of youth restored: there
are also holy intercessions, public supplications, private
prayers of good men, by which not only the Divine wrath
may be averted, but the Divine blessing obtained. But if
there is beyond this any art of prescience, or of working
miracles, certainly to these triflers and slaves to the de-
mons it remains unknown. By the grave counsels of
wise men, who have sought to be filled with the spirit of
God, states may be served, not by the follies which pro-
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duced the ruin of the greatest empire in the world”
Agrippa showed how a verse of Jeremiah that expressed
this in Latin (Cecidit corona nostra, ve quia peccavimus),
yielded numerals that gave the date of the capture of
King Francis at the battle of Pavia. “In vain the watch-
man wakes, except the Lord be keeper of the city. There
1s only one way of averting evil, by the change of perfidy
and malice into repentance and charity, then it may be
to any man against whom judgment has been decreed, as
it was with Ahab, when the Word of the Lord came,
saying, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before
me? Because he humbleth himself before me, I will not
bring the evil in his days.” 1In that spirit Agrippa was
a prophet cast out by the court of Francel. Not because
he was a magician, but because he was a magician in the
best instead of the worst sense—philosopher, not charlatan
—he was despised among the courtiers; and here we sce
how, as the philosopher was passing out of France, the
charlatan was passing in ; one largely persecuted, and the
other largely paid.

The court was at Paris when Cornelius arrived there
with his family ; he went immediately to his late mistress,
and might have had his letter of dimission with no more
than a few hours’ delay. The Queen at first displayed
wrath at his wish to leave her, then flattered him with
verbal inducements to remain ; finally promised letters of
safe-conduct, but requested him to wait a little time.
Soon afterwards she went to St. Germain, and for three

' Ep. 26, Lib. v. pp. 913-917, for the preceding.
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reached that city, the money-lenders would enable him to
move. Father Aurelius was advised with, and requested
to procure for him, if possible, the desired guarantee. He
was also to obtain for him the passport from the Princess
Margaret, without which it would not be possible to
complete safely the journey of the father, the young
mother, and the little ones, among the drawn swords of
the soldiers, and through the tumult of a people eager to
shed blood. Margaret’s safe-conduct was to be sent to a
friend at Cambray, from whom Agrippa could receive it
when he had reached Peronnel. The military safe-con-
duct requisite to be obtained in Paris, was an order from
the Duke of Vendome to the captains engaged in the
border war to furnish him with an escort of soldiers at his
own expense, and conduct him, together with his family
—ten persons in all—safely across the ground they occu-
pied®, Some of Agrippa’s friends having obtained the
written form of the desired passport, and being in favour
with the Duke, offered to procure his signature. But he,
when he saw or heard Cornelius Agrippa’s name, fell
into sudden wrath, and tore the paper across, saying
that he would never sign anything in favour of a for-
tune-teller. The Duke of Vendome had been the only
prince of the blood royal left in France after the battle
of Pavia, and he would have been made Regent by
the Parisians, to the exclusion of the queen-mother, if he
had not wisely supported her authority, and acted under
her only as President of the Council. Agrippa’s own re-

! Ep. 29, Lib. v. pp. 919, 920. ? Ep. 43, Lib. v. p. 92T.
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of Agrippa’s efforts to obtain money enough for the con-
veyance of his family from Paris had been eight crowns
and a half, forwarded to his kinsman by Michael de
Moneglia. In October, however, he was able to send
sixty crowns!, with a letter, begging that his friend would
at once add, from his own resources, what more money
was necessary, which he would repay in good faith, and
never ask again for a like favour. If he would do that,
they were saved, but without such aid, they must despair
again®, Forbot replied to Agrippa that his wife had re-
covered slowly, and was only now able to undertake the
dafficulties of the journey; but that she was able now,
and therefore that they would set out’. It will be seen
that Agrippa set aside the difficulty raised by the Duke
of Vendéme, by travelling alone, without his military
pass and at his own peril, across the disturbed frontier.
Afterwards, when the person asking leave to take an
escort for himself and his companions was not Cornelius
Agrippa but William Forbot, there was no obstacle to
conquer. In safety, therefore, on the fifth of November,
1528, Forbot arrived, with Agrippa’s wife and children,
 at Mechlint. With all speed Cornelius joined them, and
the pleasant laughter of new friends over his joy® shows
how little he had been able to conceal his careful love
during their absence.

' Ep. 58, Lib. v. pp. 934, 935. 2 Ep. 57, Lib. v. p. 954
3 Ep. 58, Lib. v. p. 985, + Ep. 60, Lib. v. p. 935.
s Ep. 61, Lib. v. p. 936.
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comes stronger and stronger every hour, the children are
happy, chirrup, laugh, and grow. Mary” (that was the
nurse, called in the household Mary the Greater; there
was another little maid, whom her master called Mary the
Less)—* Mary sedulously watches over your wife’s health.
Tarot, Franza, Musa, with the concubines” (these are his
dogs), “ day and night make themselves heard, and
threaten torture against thieves; but they trot so con-
stantly about the lawn that I fear lest they be changed
from dogs to garden deities, or husbandmen, or, at any
rate, philosophers, that is to say, of the academic sort.
For the rest of the company here, the nurse nurses;
Hercules” (a man-servant) “is herculean ; Aurelius works
i the laboratory. All, in fact, goes well. I set at rest
your notary, who came here in your name ; I wonder
that you did not give me any kind of hint about him.
Everything else I have done to the best of my ability.
Your wife bids me write this that you may address yourself
with an easier mind to the healing of your patient, and be
able to come back to her the sooner. She wishes you
fortune, health, and all the happiness you ask, and wishes
to be very much commended to youl.” Agrippa replied
,in the same tone—these letters were passing in the middle
of July—especially inquired about the progress of a slow
distillation that he had left behind him to be watched
carefully in his laboratory, and, in a postscript, said that if
the young servant to be sent by the master of the Oratory

1 Ep. 72, Lib. v. pp. 942, 943.
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covers her. She had been well for nearly a whole month,
was in all things prosperous and joyous, fortune smiled on
us from all sides, and already we were engaged in furnish-
ing a new and larger house, against the new days that
were coming to us, when on the last St. Lawrence’s-day
a violent pestilential fever attacked her, with abscess of
the groin: remedies of every suitable kind were instantly
applied ; nothing that could help us in the house, or out
of it, was overlooked; the most diligent watching and
attendance were added, and I did not withdraw one step
from her side by day or night; nobody fled from her,
so much was she beloved by all: already on the fourth
day she appeared a little better; but, woe is me, no reme-
dies availed, and on the seventh day, which was the
seventh of August, at about nine in the morning, with
great difficulty, but a clear intellect, a soul firm towards
God and an innocent conscience, while we stood round
she rendered up her spirit, the plague pouring itself
through the entire body in large blotches. Ah, she is
dead, to my greatest sorrow, to my greatest hurt, to the
greatest disadvantage of our children, to the greatest
grief of all who knew her. Within twenty-three days of
the age of twenty-six, she was known everywhere for her
goodness, and loved and reverenced for her rare modesty.
She lived with me, as you know, for eight years all but a
month, always in the utmost love and peace ; there never
was between us anger upon which the sun went down.
All my hard fortune, poverty, exile, flight, perils, she bore
with me in patience, and already all our troubles were
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surmounted, and we were about to lead thenceforth a
cheerful, quiet life. The Princess Margaret was seeking
her because of the virtues that she heard ascribed to her
on every side, and there were several opportunities of
wealth and honour in our hands. She had been dead
only two hours when there came to our house fresh
tidings of prosperity. Nothing would have been wanting
to our happiness in this world had she but survived; but
woe 1s me, she has perished, and with her for me has
perished all. My spirit is beaten down, my mind pro-
strated, and my life still in danger from contagion ; there
remains for me no consolation. My house is left in the
hands of the nurse and Hercules, ill guarded. My sons,
with the little nursemaid Mary, taken to another house, -
were, after a few days, through the sordid petulance of a
wicked girl, turned out and obliged to find a new asylum.
I am alone in some tavern with one servant, and he
sickening. I lie apart, day and night weeping for my
dearest wife, enduring torture. Augustine and Aurelius
visit me daily; they never deserted me and my dear wife,
in any affliction, any peril of contagion. Oh, that you had
been by, my Forbot, how much solace you would have
brought. Ah, how often did she speak of you when
dying—how often sigh for you. She bade me speak to
you her last farewell, and write this, praying that you
will forgive her if she ever sinned against you, and de-
voutly pray for her to God. But in her former illnesses
she vowed a visit to St. Claudius; this burden, in dying,
she imposed upon you, supplicating you, whenever you
VOL. II. s
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through impatience than through impudence, designed to
commit that crude work to the press. Mastered by this
evil, I thought it would be less dangerous to edit the work
myself, a little improved by my own correction, than to
let 1t get abroad in undigested fragments from the hands
of other people. Besides, I thought it no crime if I saved
a specimen of the toil of my youth from perishing. I
have added a few chapters, and have also inserted many
things which it would be incurious to have passed over,
these the ecritical reader can detect easily from the
inequality of composition ; for I did not wish to write the
entire work anew, and, as they say, to weave the entire
fabric afresh, but to correct a little, and infuse a little
brichtness. Wherefore, again I ask you, candid reader,
not to judge the book according to the time when it is
published, but to pardon the curiosity of youth, if you find
in it anything displeasing.”

He adds next his letter to Trithemius, written when
the book was written, twenty years previously, with the
abbot’s answer ; then, finally, he dedicates his publication
to the Reverend Father in Christ, and most Illustrious
Prince Hermann, Count of Wied, Archbhishop of Co-
logne.

Hermann, Archbishop of Cologne, was showing kind-
ness to Agrippa ; his other friend of the same family, the
literary Hermann, Count of Neuwied, had died suddenly
at the age of thirty-nine, in the preceding year. The good-
will of the Archbishop, Agrippa was, by predilection and
by policy, disposed to cultivate; he had attachment to

il il
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with the Emperor. To Everard, Bishop of Liege, the
poor philosopher accordingly addressed himself; he was
a gentleman, he said, and told what were his antecedents ;
he was capable of eflicient service, he said, and hinted at
his acknowledged powers; promises had been made to
him, and they had not been kept; he wished either to
have his appointment cancelled upon payment of his ser-
vices thus far, or to be maintained in it upon a fair and
honest footing!. He pleaded thus from Ghent upon the
twelfth of May, and but a few weeks afterwards he was
in gaol for debt at Brussels.

In vain, more weary of petitioning than any man
could be of reading his petitions, he had besieged with
his suit for common justice at its hands the privy council
of the Emperor. “ While I follow the court,” he said,
“absent from home, my family hungers, my sons weep,
creditors beset me, a mortal poverty increases to my hurt,
my liberty is insecure.” Ie asked either at once the
means of paying what he owed, or an order that time
should be granted him, during which his liberty should
be assured, while he sought elsewhere for the means of
paying®. The council washed its hands of him, referring
him to the Emperor himself; for seven months he had
followed the Emperor with his vain suit, living in inng,
to his great hurt and loss, while waiting on the court,
away from his unhappy little ones at Antwerp. The
Emperor had been made deaf to him, stood as a statue to
his supplication ; cared no more, he says, for his incessant

' Ep. 18, Lib. vi. pp. 970, 971. 2 Ep, 21, Lib. vi. pp. 975-977.
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pressing “love and reverencel,” and begged pardon for
his audacity in asking that, at leisure, a word might be
written back to him sometimes. Erasmus was good-
natured, but had not quite made up his mind as to
Agrippa’s character ; he wrote at intervals two notes that
were both short and kind, chiefly consisting of excuses
for their brevity; a little more experience of Agrippa’s
single-heartedness, and closer understanding of his courage,
at last conquered the reserve, and this was the letter?
written some months later: “I wrote to you at first in few
words, to the effect that the doctrine of your book on the
Vanity of Sciences had pleased some of the most learned
in these parts. I had not then read the book, but soon
afterwards, having obtained it, I bade a famulus read it
aloud at supper, for I had no other vacant time, and am
myself compelled to abstain after supper from all study.
I liked the 8e¢vwois (courage) and the eloquence, nor do
I see why the monks should have been so angry. As
you attack the bad, you praise the good, but they like
altogether to be praised. What I advised you before, I
would advise you now, that if you conveniently can, you
extricate yourself from this contention. Take Louis
Barguin for a warning, whom nothing ruined but his
simple freedom towards monks and theologians, he being
a man otherwise of unstained character. I often advised
him dexterously to disentangle himself from that business,
but the hope of victory misled him. But if you cannot
fly, and must hazard the fortune of war, see that you

' Ep. 6, Lib. vii. p. 1008. * Ep 40, Lib, vii. p. 1056.
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prey. On the tenth of the following September, Eusto-
chius wrote a very long reply from Londonl, the purport
of which was praise and encouragement. The King of
England, he said, was not so much ill minded as ill
advised, and however bent on a divorce, yet liberally
disposed to stand aside and see his whole case discussed
fairly. Queen Katharine, he said, too, would herself in
a few days write to the Emperor and to the Regent
Mary, asking from them, on behalf of Cornelius, per-
mission to employ his powers in her cause. The Queen
was herself liberal, and Chappuys would take care that
she did not omit amply to reward her champion. To-
wards the close of November, Chappuys wrote again on
the same subject, sending more encouragement and more
material?, but at that time Agrippa’s life had become
overgrown with other hopes and cares, therefore the
subject was pursued no further®,

He had been released from prison by the intervention
of his patrons, and assured the payment of a very humble
salary In a patent signed and countersigned by many
names, with Camsar’s eagle in red wax to make assurance
perfect. Well content with this, and once more putting
trust in princes, the historiographer departed from the
court before which he had been disgraced by an imprison-
ment, and in which he met daily with insult. He retired to

' Ep. 29, Lib. vi. pp. 986-993. 2 Ep. 83, Lib. vi. pp. 996, 997.

* Bayle points out Burnet's error in stating in the History of the English
Reformation that Cornelius Agrippa was employed to advocate Henry
VIIL's divorce from Katharine. It is hardly necessary to add, that as to
the discussions held by the Sorbonne and other points relating to this sub-
ject, abundant illustration of this passage in Agrippa's life is to be found in
Burnet's History.
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peded by the opposition of the theologians of Louvain.
Late in the preceding year his publisher had warned him?
that he had intimation from reliable authority of the
design of the Count Hochstraten to publish an edict pro-
hibiting the sale or the reading of the book upon the
Vanity of Science. Cornelius, who was at that time at-
tempting to recover, through friends, books of his own
that he had lent or lost in Paris or elsewhere, and also to
obtain other volumes which it was desirable for him to
consult while his own works were passing through the
press®, “ nmediately applied himself to the protection of
his liter.. y interests. He prepared a dish for the men of
Louvain, as he said to a friend, not without use of salt and
negar, and even a little mustard, but without using a

'op of oil. He meant to publish his reply to them,

ough very likely he would only thereby bring himself
ato new troubles, as a new truth usually begets new
hatred. But he could not endure, he said, Egyptian
slavery, he must revolt against it®. His friend Bernard
Paltrini, of the household of the Cardinal Campegio—
who was himself studying oceult science, writing chrono-
logies and commentaries—advised him to be quiet, praised
his satiric power, but exhorted him not to let impulse
conquer reason®. Agrippa was not to be turned from an
assault on sophists. He was accused, directly and by im-
plication, of impiety, of a capital crime, and the advice of

! Ep. 80, Lib. vi. p. 993.
* Ep. 84, Lib. vi. p. 997; Ep. 7, Lib. vii. pp. 1004-1006.

3 Ep. 8, Lib. vii. p. 1002.
* Ep. 7, Lib, vii. pp. 1004, 1005 ; also Ep. 8, Lib, vii. p. 1006.
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want of skill to write Latin grammatically, or even to
spell, were the qualifications put most prominently for-
ward in this instance by Agrippa’s enemies. In the
course of their articles of accusation against him, the
monks of Louvain misspelt even their word of condem-
nation ; they wrote dampnat for damnat, as if one should
write condempn, The word Idolatry they began with a
Y. The genitive of alius was in their grammar aliis—
“aliis generis” of another kind. Their reasoning was
like their spelling and their grammar. They saw heresy
1 Agrippa’s statement, that an art is good or bad accord-
ing to the character of him who exercises it. They trans-
ferred to him as a heresy of his own, and aggravated by
misquotation, the opinion cited in jest from St. Augus-
tine, that ¢ merchants and soldiers are incapable of true
repentance.” They urged it as a heresy against Agrippa
that he declared no gloss, whether of men or angels, to be
of authority beyond the limit of God’s Word; the know-
ledge of God’s Word having been given to men by no
Sorbonne, no company of scholars, but only by God and
Christ. If they oppose me here, Agrippa writes in the
brief comment set by him opposite each article of censure,
if they oppose me here, plainly they are the heretics;
to add to the Secriptures, or subtract from them, is an
offence against the Holy Spirit. Upon other topies they
would quote with the same want of wit or tact fragments
of sentences. ¢ Although,” said they, “the Preacher de-
clares Vanity of Vanities, all is Vanity, yet the wise man
ought to be understood as speaking now in his own cha-
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as to have separated myself from the orthodox faith, or
that I need fear to receive the admonition and correction
of superiors, who will themselves remember that they are
men capable of erring in their judgment.” Certainly, he
had never gone so far as St. Thomas Aquinas, who, in a
quodlibetal disputation, asserted that the body of our
Lordin the Eucharist was better represented by beef than
by bread and wine, because thereby the original substance
was more nearly resembled. In this way, protected by
the form in which they appeared, the most absurd and
heretical positions had been taken, without fear of censure,
by grave theologians. But of the masters of the Church
in Cologne and Louvain, bent upon interfering where
they could not reason, What did it profit you, Cornelius
inquired, when you must needs combat John Reuchlin ?
Were you not then weighed and found wanting? What
victory did you obtain over the noble Count Hermann of
Neuwied? Had you not publicly to revoke your calum-
nies and to confess your falsehoods?  With your infamy
notorious, without a character for truth, what did you
gain in contest against Erasmus, Faber Stapulensis, Peter
of Ravenna? ¢ Certainly,” he exclaimed, with a just in-
stinct of the truth, “your days are numbered and the
measure of them is completed by the Lord; your victories
shall cease, the voice shall die out of your schools, and the
splendour of your sophisms become obsolete; you decline
now to your fall, 1t 15 quite clear that you are soon to
perish.”

Again, he told them, that their brutal ignorance had
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of our priests, and monks, and masters. T speak of the
event, not of the doctrine, against which, though it has
been opposed in the best manner of the schools, judged
with all strictness and subjected to the most august con-
demnation, all efforts end unprosperously.” He proceeds
to point out the defections to the side of Luther even
from among the chosen champions of the Church. If
Luther be conquered, he asks, why the cry for a general
council?  Why so much effort on the part, not only of
priests, but of popes and great potentates? I know, in-
deed, he says, that Luther is most stoutly fought against,
but I do not yet see that he is conquered. ¢ First, there
descended into this arena Hochstraten and Eckius, so
fighting as to earn nothing but ridicule. Then succeeded
monks, vociferating among the common people rude abuse
of Luther ; what did they thereby but scatter among the
multitude those questions which before were discussed in
Latin by the learned, and confined within the limits of the
schools. So they impelled Luther to write in the ver-
nacular, and heresy was then sown broadcast. The schools
of Louvain, Cologne, and Paris afterwards came out with
their bare articles and dogmatical censures, which, while
they spread abroad the smoke and fire of books committed
to be burnt—as if fire could put out fire—made Luther’s
works more to be sought after, more sold. At length
there appeared the terrific bull of Leo, which is so
much scorned by the Lutherans that they have not hesi-
tated openly to jest at it, with contemptuous scholiz and
glosses. An Imperial decree was added, with no better
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were getting possession of almost all Germany. But I
seem here to approve of Luther, and herein I do, indeed,
approve of him. But be not enraged; I approve of him as
of the serpent in theriaca, which though in itself deadly,
is in this form poisonous to poison.” He ends by urging,
that if they would conquer Luther they must conquer by
arguments drawn from the Word of God; that if they
must needs argue with fire and sword, they will provoke
retort with fire and sword, and only make the storm
blacker around them. They must use, also, against
Luther better reasoning than they had brought against
Agrippa, who professed himself a Catholic and not a
Lutheran, and who, if he had fallen into human error,
was not obstinately bent on persevering in it, and who
had not fallen where he could not rise.

Together, with this Apology, when it was printed in
the course of the next year, Cornelius Agrippa published
and inscribed to Chappuys his Complaint against the
Calumny of the monks and schoolmen, whom he de-
nounced in his title to the complaint as being most wicked
sycophants, who had dishonestly and treacherously sought
to slander him before the Emperor!. In this essay he
does not so much rcbut attack, as carry war into the
country of his enemy. He speaks of his own wrongs not
more in sorrow than in anger, yet with a strange tone of
philosophic melancholy sobering his wrath., It is the

I H. C. A. ab Nettesheym. . . . . . Querela super Calumnia, ob editam

Declamationem, de V. 8. atque excellentia Verbi Dei, sibi per aliquos scelera-
tissimos sycophantas, apud Cesarem Majest. nefarie ac proditorie intentata.
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Holland, but to the Emperor: neither am I absent while
I live within the empire, seeing that wherever I may be
I am able to perform my duty, by which I am not bound
to one spot like a sponge, but of which the vocation is to
see the world and take note of events and things. Did
not my predecessor in the office, Jean le Maire, dwell
now 1n Italy and now in France, everywhere enjoying his
due stipend? Neither was I tied by the Emperor to any
stated place of residence, but was inducted into a liberal
office, the privileges of which, and its duties, were to be
interpreted with liberality. Nor have I, although absent
from Brabant, neglected any of my duties, for I have
during this time planned a history of the French war,
waged for the Emperor by the Duke of Bourbon in Italy;
and I have collected, with great care, the records of the
present Turkish expedition, sent from the camps them-
selves in Italy and Germany.” Nevertheless, he was not
paid. When use was not made of the subterfuge, he was told
that the Turks swallowed up all public money. Henever
received, or expected to receive, anything as a servant of the
Emperor; and had removed not only his family, but also
his library, to Bonn, where he lived, closely beset by the
legions of the sophists, and wrote to Erasmus that Louvain
was aided by Cologne and Paris, but that he would main-
tain his freedom. ¢ You,” he said, “will laugh, and
some will wonder: I, in the mean time, will overcome or
diel.”

Not to omit any just effort on his own behalf, Agrippa

! Ep. 17, Lib. vii. p. 1016.
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urged the senate to command that Agrippa’s printer
should submit all the printed sheets to the Inquisitor, that
is, to himself, who would decide whether they were fit for
issue to the world. The press was stopped, and the
printers, Soter and Hetorp, applied to Agrippa, for the
sake of his own credit and their pockets, to defend his
cause!. This was not very difficult, because the Arch-
bishop of Cologne, Agrippa’s friend, the patron to whom
these books of Occult Philosophy were dedicated, was not
without power to control the senate in a matter of Church
discipline. Moreover, as Cormnelius could urge upon the
senate the book had received the assent of the Emperor’s
whole council, and was to appear under Imperial privi-
lege, what right, therefore, had this black monk, out of
his great reverence for the Prince of Darkness, raving
under the title of Inquisitor, to arrogate to himself a
sceptre above Ceesar’s®? The printer, when Cornelius
addressed his plea to the senate, had been compelled by
that body to submit what he had printed to the monk.
But, as for the author, he did not appear with his head
bowed before the senators; they were his own townsmen,
who by their way of interfering in religious matters, and
by misgoverning their University, had made the town
ridiculous among the learned, and he very plainly told
them they had done so. Looking down as from his own
height upon meaner men, he rained upon the heads of the
senators a torrent of unwelcome truths. They had banished

1 Ep. 24, 25, Lib. vii. pp. 1032-1083.
2 Ep. 26, Lib, vii. pp. 1033-1046.
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sons who are instructed init. The affair is yours. Why
do you not invite knowledge from without, and train
sons able to take knowledge abroad? Who ever sends
youth in these days to be educated at Cologne, whence
they have banished all good scholarship, where learning
and eloquence are under ban, and books that contain
novelty of research upon choice subjects may mnot be
printed, sold, read, or possessed? . . . . . Nobody can
deny that your city and your citizens surpass in magni-
ficence all others in Germany; in literature only, which
alone gives life and perpetuity to all the rest, you are de-
ficient, and your glory, therefore, is but as that of a pic-
ture on a wall. I shall be glad if you will hear my
warning ; if you will not, I have done my duty, and
shown good-will to my mative place. As for his own
affair, he said he was prepared to serve Cologne by pub-
lishing his book there; in other towns printers were ready
for it. Of heresy it contained nothing, but if their theo-
sophists wished to convict him as a heretic, a book of his
would very shortly be issued =t Basle, written especially
to raise that issue, upon which they were at liberty to try
their strength, if they had any.

The lecture to the Cologne magistrates contained nothing
that was not very true. Cologne, chiefly on account of the
controversy set on foot by Pfefferkorn, really had fallen
into ridicule among the learned; and, in spite of all the
wealth of the town, its University was really in the state
Cornelius described. He rightly pointed out the cause of
the hurt and its remedy, declaring himself censor of the
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conditions at his court, and promised that considerations
of his own convenience should dictate the arrangements
made. The offer was so worded as to be grateful to the
sensitive and chafed mind of the persecuted scholar; and
it was accepted thankfullyl. Very soon afterwards the
interdict upon the publishing of the Occult Philosophy
was removed ; before that happened, a letter from the
Inquisitor, Conrad of Ulm, had become public, in which
he replied to the vicar of the Carthusians, by whom he
had been addressed on behalf of Peter Quentel, a printer
of the town, who wished to issue at his own expense
Agrippa’s work, but had first sought a theological opinion
on the copy. The letter got into the hands of Soter, and
ran thus: ¢ Greeting and commendation, venerable father
Vicar. I do not wish to contend against it, since the book
1s full of matural things, and does not extend to the
seduction of the simple. Suffer it to be printed, if they
wish?”

The complete work on Occult Philosophy was pub-
lished, therefore, at Cologne, in the year 15333, and dedi-
cated to its author’s patron, the Archbishop. In the same
year also there was published, at Cologne, Agrippa’s Com-
mentary on the Ars Brevis of Raymond Lully4; and that
he might put forth all his strength against the sophists
and theosophists, he also published, with a dedication to

' Ep. 29, Lib. vii. p. 1047 ; Ep. 46, Lib. vii. p. 1059.

2 Ep. 33, Lib. vii. p. 1050.

* It is the copy from which the second and third books have been sketched

in the first volume of this narrative,
* Jicher's (Gelehrten Lezicon. 1 have not met with this edition.
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This we may do by help of a well-known story which is
told with all faith by Delrio, but Delrio copied it out of
a book that had been published in Latin, Italian, French,
and Spanish, known in French as the Théatre de la
Nature, in Italian as the Stroze Cicogna, and in Spanish
as Valderama®. Here it s, as it was issued from the ming?:
“This happened to Cornelius Agrippa at Louvain.
He had a boarder, who was too curious, and Agrippa
having once gone somewhere, had given the keys of his
museum to the wife whom he afterwards divorced, for-
bidding her to allow any one to enter. That thoughtless
youth did not omit, in season and out of season, to entreat
the woman to give him the means of entering, until he
gained his prayer. Having entered the museum, he fell
upen a book of conjurations—read it. Hark! there is
knocking at the door; he is disturbed; but he goes on
with his reading; some one knocks again; and the un-
mannerly youth answering nothing to this, a demon
enters, asks why 1s he called? What is it commanded
him to do? Fear stifles the youth’s voice, the demon his
mouth, and so he pays the price of his unholy curiosity.
In the mean time the chief magician returns home, sees
the devils dancing over him, uses the accustomed arts,
they come when called, explain how the thing happened,
he orders the homicide spirit to enter the corpse, and to
walk now and then in the market-place (where other
students were accustomed frequently to meet), at length to
! Apologie pour tous les grands Personnages qui ont esté faussement soup-
gonnez de Magie. Par S. Naudé, Paris (ed. La Haye, 1658), p. 428.

® Delrio, in Disquisitionum Magicarum, Lib. ii. Quest. xxix.: “ Ap
Diabolus possit facere ut homo vere resurgat?” (ed. Colon. 1657), p. 356.
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Nevertheless, the Emperor’s wrath against Agrippa was
ascribed to his unholy power. He had proposed, it was
said, by magical means, to discover hidden treasures for
his master, and for that reason his self-denying master
caused him, with two other nobles implicated in the same
crime, to be banished from his empirel.

The truth seems to be that Cornelius was really banished
out of Germany, or under the necessity of flying for his
life. At the beginning of the year 1535 he had divorced
his wife at Bonn® and at the same time the increasing
violence of enemies, whom he had irritated by his own
denunciation of their ignorance and malice, and to whom
he had given a weapon by the publication of his books of
Magic, had not failed of effect upon the Emperor. To
the Emperor, as before said, the book upon the Vanity
of Science was the real affront. The end of all seems to
be expressed in a sentence of Delrio, wherewith he illus-
trates the position that good princes most rarely pardon
wizards. “ Emperor Charles V.,” he says, “did not ex-
cuse Agrippa the penalty of death, but, when he had fled
into France, doomed him to exile, and in France he died®.”

He died at the age of forty-nine, having lived but a
few months as a wanderer. His purpose 1s said to have
been to have found his way to Lyons, there to publish
certain of his workst. Very soon after his death at Lyons

1 Delrio, Op. cit. Lib. ii. Quast. xii. 2 Wierus, Op. cit. cap. v. p. 111.

3 Delrio, Lib. v. Quumst. ii. p. 749 : * Quomodo inquisitio in hoe ecrimine
instituenda ?”

+ Wierus and Melchior Adam (Dignorum laude Virorum. . . . Immorta-
litas, ed. Francof., 1705 ; in the Vite Germanorum Medicorum, p. 8) are the
authorities for the succeeding account of Agrippa’s death. See also Naudé,
Op. cit. pp. 426, 427.
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and dying. God only knew, perhaps God only cared,
what was the fate of these orphans; it is enough for us to
know that God does care for such as they. Cornelius
reached Grenoble and died there, as his persecutors said
with triumph, at a mean place, suffering from sordid
want. Yet the same men asserted, that when travelling
he had the ckill to pay his way with what appeared to be
good money, but changed afterwards to bits of horn and
shell. The truth is, the sick man was received into
the house of a friendly gentleman, M. Vachon, Receiver-
General of the Province of Dauphiné. The house is in
the Rue des Clercs, and afterwards belonged to the family
of Ferrand. There died Cornelius Agrippa, forty-nine
years old. If spirits walk when restless in their graves,
his may have done so, for they buried him within a con-
vent of Dominicans:

The people were instructed very shortly afterwards
with a minute account of the magician’s death, which I
will give as it is to be found in the works of a contempo-
rary. It was an unlucky coincidence, perhaps, that
Agrippa really had a little black dog, called Monsieur,
among his pets. Simon the Magician, Sylvester, Dr.
Faustus, Bragandin of Venice, all had dogs. Cornelius
Agrippa had one. He would remain for a whole week
together working in his study, having for companion the
pet dog, which he suffered to sit on his table, or run loose
among his papers. “ Wierus,” Delrio says, “ denies its
having been a devil, as others more truly affirm.” We
have accepted one statement of the manner of Agrippa’s
death; let us now hear what is more truly affirmed by the
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Devils, the raising of, i. 141; their nature,
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