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e

OHN STOW was a patriotic Londoner who lived throughout
the whole reign of Elizabeth, and into the reign of James

the First. He was born in 1525, in the year of the Battle of Pavia,
where Francis the First of France was taken prisoner. He was
four years old when Wolsey and Cardinal Campeggio presided
over a Court at Blackfriars to consider the question of the divorce
of Catherine of Aragon by Henry the Eighth. He was eleven
years old when the first edition of a complete English Bible was
produced by Miles Coverdale, and a copy of it was ordered to
be placed in every church in England. He was twenty-two years
old when Henry the Eighth died. |

In the reign of Edward the Sixth, John Stow, who had been
born in the parish of St. Michael, Cornhill, the son (and grandsah;r
of a tailor, completed his apprenticeship to the family business in
the year 1549.

In the days of the divorce of Queen Catherine, Stow had been
- a boy in a simple City household, many a time fetching halfpenny-
worths of milk from the farm at the nunnery of the Frantiscan
sisters, who were called not Minorites, but Minoresses, whence,
by abbreviation, Minories. Forty or fifty milch-kine were then
fed on the meadows there, and a halfpenny was the price, in
summer, of three pints, in winter, of two pints, of new milk hot
from the cow. The boy’s way to fetch milk was only along
Leadenhall Street to the City gate, known as Aldgate, between
Bevis Marks and Crutched Friars. Just outside that gate the
house and farm of the Minories lay to the right of him.
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A story told by Stow of his young days enables us to determine
very nearly where his father the tailor lived. It must have been
in Threadneedle Street, old tailors’ quarters; for he has an
illustration of the high-handed dealing of great men in the days
of Henry the Eighth, that touched his father’s house. Thomas
Cromwell-—Wolsey's Cromwell—when, after Wolsey’s fall. he had
risen high in the king’s favour, bought some old tenements in
Throgmorton Street, which he pulled down, to build upon their
site a large house for himself. When the new house was built
there was a fair space for garden to the south of it which met the
ends of the gardens running northward from Threadneedle Street.
But Thomas Cromwell, as his garden was not large enough to
please him, without payment offered or leave asked, simply pulled
down the palings that were his neighbours’ landmarks to the
north, pushed his own garden limit twenty-two feet southward
into the gardens of his neighbours, and then built them out with
a high brick wall. Stow says that his father had a house—
probably a summer house—at the end of his garden, and the
great man had it taken up and moved on rollers, off the ground
he had annexed, into that half of his garden which was left to Mr.
Stow. But Mr. Stow had to go on paying the rent of the whole
for the half that was left him, * because no man durst go to argue
the matter.” The surveyors of the work had no answer to
expostulations but that *Sir Thomas commanded them to do
so.” The ground here in question was very close to, if not
actually on, the site of the present Stock Exchange. This sort of
procedure was afterwards more restricted to commons, enclosures,
and the blocking up of rights of way; a practice against which
Shakespeare battled at Stratford in his latter days. The gardens
invaded by Sir Thomas Cromwell must, of course, have run
back from houses in Threadneedle Street, and as the date must
have been 1531 or 1532 when Cromwell is known to have put
new buildings on the ground of two messuages taken on a ninety-
nine years’ lease from the Austin Friars, this was a home incident
of the time when the author of the *“Survey of London” was a
child of six or seven.
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At four and twenty, when his apprenticeship was at an end,
and John Stow had himself become a master tailor, he was not
living in Threadneedle Street, but near the well within Aldgate ;
for he records incidentally that in 1549, when he was living there,
the bailiff of Romford “ was executed upon the pavement of my
door, where I then kept house.”

John Stow must have lived by his occupation as a tailor for
the next fourteen or sixteen years. But he was born to take a
patriotic interest in the annals of his native country and his native
city, and at the beginning of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when
his age was thirty-three, he had gathered books about him for
aid to his diligent search into the history of the past. He was
then beginning to compile for himself, and he published in 1561, at
the age of thirty-six, “ A Summarie of Englysh Chronicles.” Of
this volume in its first edition there is but one copy extant, which
belongs to the Grenville Collection in the British Museum. It is
in 120 leaves, but without the title page. Its date is determined
by the text on the last page but one, where the Chronicle stands
at the second year of the reign of Elizabeth. There was a second
edition of Stow’s Summary of English Chronicles in 1565, and
other editions in 1566, 1570, 1573, 1575, 1579, 1584, 1587,
1590, 1598, and 1604 ; that is to say, there were eleven editions
in the author’s lifetime, the last of them published in the year
before his death, and brought down by himself to 1604, the date
of issue. John Stow’s digest of the Chronicles was, therefore,
in Elizabeth’s reign one of the accepted short guides to a know-
ledge of the History of England. Elizabethan school-bovs learnt
their history by committing to memory the Latin verses in which
Christopher Ocland set forth ¢ Anglorum Prelia ” from 1327 to
1558, followed by “ Elizabetha ; De Pacatissimo Anglie statu
imperante Elizabetha.”

The friendly acceptance of his Summary, and his own strong
bent towards such research, led John Stow, about the time when
he was preparing for its first reprint, and when his age was about
forty, to give up his business, that he might devote himself
exclusively to the research in which he found the true use and
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enjoyment of his life. In the edition of his “ Summarie ” pro-
duced in 1573, he wrote—* It is now eight years since I, seeing
the confused order of our late English Chronicles, and the
ignorant handling of ancient affairs, leaving mine own peculiar
gains, consecrated myself to the search of our famous anti-
quities.” This indication, nearest to the time of giving up his
trade for the one all absorbing pursuit, may be taken as best
marking the time of that bold change, by which, for the love of
intellectual research, he risked the coming of what really at last
came, old age with poverty. In later editions he so counted the
time since his first devoting himself to historical studies, that
according to the edition of 1587 it was in 1564, according to
the edition of 1598 it was in 1562, and in his last edition, that
of 1604, the old man wrote—* It is now nigh forty-five years since
I, seeing the confused order of our late English Chronicles, and |
the ignorant handling of ancient affairs, as also by occasion being
persuaded by the Earl of Leicester,” &c.—and adds in a sidenote
to this—*“1 gave him a book compiled by his grandfather,
Edward Dudley.” These forty-five years “now nigh” would
bring us to the end of 1559 or the beginning of 1560, and so
evidently dated from the time when he began first to prepare the
“ Summarie of Englysh Chronicles,” with the fact now added that
he was encouraged to do so by the Earl of Leicester.

Writers in Elizabeth’s time—except the dramatists—depended
for support rather on patronage than on the money earned. John
Stow, when he withdrew from his trade to give the rest of his life
wholly to research, had, no doubt, a little store of means, inherited
and saved from his past earnings, that would enable him to work
steadily on until that further support came which he had right, if
not reason, to expect. But his research cost money, he accumu-
lated books, he paid no servile suit for patronage, his life reached
to the age of eighty, and he was left in his last years very poor.

Meanwhile, in the midway of his life, at the age of forty, he put
away needle and thread, and devoted himself to the preparation of
a fuller record of the Annals of England.

A man surrounded with old books, who loved the past and



YOHN STOW. 13

studied it incessantly, exposed himself to criticism of the crowd
who, as Chaucer observed, ‘‘demen gladly to the badder end.”
He was regarded as a suspicious character. Two or three years
after he had begun to give his whole life to his work, he was
reported to Queen Elizabeth’s Council as “a suspicious person
with many dangerous and superstitious books in his possession.”
Edmund Grindal was then Bishop of London, by himself and
through his chaplain one of the official licensers of books ; they
were days also of active search for ‘recusants,” who remained
Roman Catholics outside the English Church as it had been by
law established. Grindal ordered his chaplain and two others
to make search in John Stow’s study, and report on what they
found there. As John Strype tells us, the chaplain reported
concerning Stow ‘“that he had great collections of his own for
the English Chronicles wherein he seemed to have bestowed
much travail. They found also a great sort® of old books
printed ; some fabulous, as of Sir Degorie, Triamour, &c., and a
great parcel of old MS. Chronicles, both in parchment and paper.
And that besides he had miscellaneous tracts touching physic,
surgery, and herbs; and also others, written in old English, in
parchment. But another sort of books he had, more modern ; of
which the said Searchers thought fit to take an Inventory, as likely
most to touch him ; and they were books lately set forth in the
realm or beyond sea in defence of Papistry. Which books, as the
Chaplain said, declared him a great fautor t of that religion.” It
was not permitted by the law of that day to prove all things as a
security for holding fast that which was good. A loyally religious
Englishman was expected by the government to be of one side
without knowing what was said upon the other.

Stow’s catholicity, as student of the past, brought him into
trouble also at other times. He had a younger brother who
abused the trust put in him when employed in the business,
and once brought him into peril by false witness against him.

* Sort. This is an old use of the word in the sense of an assemblage, a company
of persons or things of like character, as in Shakespeare's Richard III., * a sort of
vagabonds, rascals and runaways.”

t+ Faufor, favourer.
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While John Stow was at work upon his “ Annals,” he was
disputing with a rival chronicler on behalf of his “ Summarie of
the Chronicles.” The passage from Latin Monastic Chronicles
to Histories in English began with a Londoner, Robert Fabyan,
if we leave out of account such early work as the rhymed Chronicle
of England written at the end of the thirteenth century by Robert
of Gloucester, for recitation to the people, or the rhyming Chro-
nicles of John Harding, who fought at Agincourt, and Andrew
of Wyntoun. Robert Fabyan was a prosperous London draper,
member of the Drapers’ Company, and Alderman for the Ward
of Farringdon without. He resigned his Alderman’s gown in the
year 1502 to avoid the expense of the Mayoralty, for, although
well-to-do, his wife presented him with sixteen children, of whom
six were living when their father died in 1512. Fabyan was a
zealous student of the past, well versed in French and Latin, and
a modest student of good literature. He wrote a *“ Concordance
of Histories,” afterwards called “ New Chronicles of England and
France,” opened with a Prologue in Chaucer’s Stanza which
represented its author as one who prepared material, for the
skilled artist or historian who should come after him to perfect
what he had rudely shaped. The Prologue ended with an in-
vocation to the Virgin for help ; and the seven parts of the prose
Chronicle, which brought the history from the mythical founder
of Britain to the year 1504, ended with seven metrical epilogues,
entitled the Seven Joys of the Blessed Virgin. Fabyan also
translated into English rhyme such Latin verses as he cited.
Robert Fabyan’s Chronicle was first printed in 1516, four years
after its author’s death, and nine years before Stow was born.

The next English chronicler was Edward Hall, a Shropshire
man, who after education both at Cambridge and Oxford
entered at Gray’s Inn, was called to the bar, became Common
Serjeant and Under-Sheriff of London, and was in 1540 one of
the judges of the Sheriffs' Court. He died in 1547, while still
at work upon his history of “ The Union of the Two Noble and
Illustre Families of Lancastre and Yorke.” This work, known
as Hall's Chronicle, is of high value.
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Richard Grafton was a Londoner, who signed himself in 1550,
in the reign of Edward the Sixth, Printer to the King's Majesty.
Edward Hall’s Chronicle was in his hands, and he published
it in 1548, the year after its author’s death, with some completions
of his own, which he undertook, he said, Hall dying, and “being
in his latter time not so painful and studious as he ought to have
been.” The first edition, therefore, of Hall’s Chronicle appeared
when John Stow’s age was three and twenty. There was a
second issue of it in the same year, and a fourth was reached
in 1550; but in 1555, during the persecutions under Philip and
Mary, the book was prohibited by Act of Parliament.

Richard Grafton produced at the end of February 1563, “ An
Abridgement of the Chronicles of England, gathered by Richard
Grafton, Citizen of London.” Stow’s “Summarie of English
Chronicles” had first appeared in 1561. Grafton’s was, there-
fore, a rival book, of which there was a second edition in 1564,
followed in 1565 by a still further abridgement into “ A Manuell
of the Chronicles of Englande from the Creacion of the Worlde
to this Yere of our Lorde 1565. Abridged and collected by
Richard Grafton.” This was a little book of a hundred leaves
in 24mo, beginning with a Calendar in which the evil and
unfortunate days, and such as are not altogether so evil, are
noted, and ending with a List of Fairs. It was followed by two
folio volumes, in 1568 and 1569, of “A Chronicle at large, and
meere History of the Affayres of Englande, and Kinges of the
same.” There was a second edition of this within the year, and
of the “ Abridgement” (not the “Manuell ”) another edition then
followed in 1572, which was dedicated. as the first had been, to
Robert Dudley, who had been Earl of Leicester since the end
of September 1564. Grafton sought to discredit Stow’s work.
Stow declared that Grafton’'s “Manual” was “new scoured or
cleanly altered ” from Grafton’s *“ Abridgement,” after the buying
of Stow's “Summary.” The controversy included little elegan-
cies, such as Grafton’s play on the name of Stow when he con-
demned the “memories of superstitions, foundations, fables, and
lies foolishly Sfowed together,” or such as Stow’s hope that his
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work would not be defaced and overthrown *through the
thundering noise of empty fomnes and unfruitful graffes of
Momus’ offspring.”

Grafton’s “ Chronicle at large” in the two folios of 1568 and
1569 was not followed until 1580 by the result of John Stow’s
larger research in * Annales, or a Generall Chronicle of England,
from Brute unto this present Year of Christ, 1580.” This was a
quarto of 1215 pages, followed by an account of our Universities
upon eight pages more, and it was dedicated to the Earl of
Leicester. There was a second edition of it in 1592, another in
1601, and another in 1605, continued to the 26th of March,
within ten days of its author’s death. There were also two editions
after Stow’s death, ‘“continued and augmented by Edmond
Howes,” which were published in 1615 and 1631, the edition
of 1631 being again continued to date.

But Stow had left completed at his death a yet larger Chronicle,
which is now lost, and to which he refers in the edition of his
“ Annales” published in 1605. “Thus, good reader, I desire
thee to take these and other my labours in good part, like as 1
have painfully (to my great cost and charges) out of old hidden
histories and records of Antiquity brought the same to light, and
for thy great commodity bestowed them upon thee ; so shalt thou
encourage me, if God permit me life” [he was then eighty years
old], ““to publish or leave to postcrity a far larger volume, long
since by me laboured, at the request and commandment of the
Reverend Father, Matthew Parker, Archbishop of Canterbury ;
but he then deceasing, my work was prevented. by printing and
reprinting (without warrant or wellliking) of Raigne Wolfe’s
Collection, and other late comers, by the name of Raphael
Holinshed his Chronicle.” Archbishop Parker died in 1575,
and the first edition of Holinshed’s Chronicle appeared in 1577,
the second in 1586 and 1587. Holinshed’s was one of the two
histories that Shakespeare used ; the other was Hall’s Chronicle.

The death of Archbishop Parker had deprived Stow of his one
strong supporter. Parker was a devoted student of antiquity,
with especial reference to the subject of his own main work, a folio
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published in Latin, in 1572, on the Antiquity of the Church of
Britain. Archbishop Parker required all servants in his house,
when they had nothing else to do, to bind books, print from
MSS., or engrave on copper. He caused Anglo-Saxon types to
be cut, and cultivated study of the Anglo-Saxon Homilies as
evidence of doctrine in the Early Church. He paid costs of the
printing of four old historians, Matthew Paris, Matthew of West-
minster, Thomas Walsingham, and Asser’'s Life of Alfred ; and
except Asser all of them were published at the suggestion and
with the aid of John Stow ; Matthew of Westminster in 1567,
Matthew Paris in 1571, and Thomas Walsingham in 1574, the
year before the Archbishop’s death.

It was not till the next reign that John Speed, another patriotic
tailor, thirty years younger than John Stow, published his fifty-
four maps of England and Wales, and in 1611 his “ History of
Great Dritain under the Conquests of the Romans, Saxons,
Danes, and Normans.”

So much for Stow’s place among the Annalists of Briiain, at a
time when the rising forces of the nation gave new interest to
study of its past. Stow’s researches into the History of England
were followed by a concentration of his energies upon the book
now under the reader’s eyes, a study of the present and past
state of London. Here he could work without a rival at his
large collections. He was the one Londoner who, in the reign
of Elizabeth, made thorough study of his native city, and resolved
to set down all he knew of its past history and present state.
His “ Survey of London,” of which the first edition was published
in 1598, and the second, with revisions, in 1603, was the first of
its kind, and even grows in interest by course and change of
time. ;

While engaged upon his record of London itself, Stow was
engaged also in cherishing the memory of the greatest of all
Londoners, the poet Chaucer. ¢ His works,” Stow tells us in
this volume, *were partly published in print by William Caxton,
in the reign of Henry VI ; increased by William Thynne, esquire,
in the reign of Henry VIIL ; corrected and twice increased
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through mine own painful labours, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth,
to wit, in the year 1561, and again, beautified with notes by me
collected out of divers records and monuments, which I delivered
to my loving friend, Thomas Speght ; and he having drawn the
same into a good form and method, as also explained the old
and obscure words, &c., hath published them in anno 1597.”
The edition of Chaucer by William Thynne, chief clerk of the
kitchen to Henry the Eighth, was published in 1532, and was the
first attempt at a complete Chaucer. It was reprinted in 1542
with addition of “The Plowman’s Tale,” which was not written
by Chaucer. The next edition was that of 1561, and John Stow
was its only editor. He added to the volume Lydgate’s *Story
of Thebes.” Next came the edition in 1597 or 1598 by Thomas
Speght, to whom Stow gave his additional materials, including
““Chaucer’s Dream ” and the “ Flower and the Leaf,” which were
then first printed. Afterwards came in 1602, printed by Adam
Islip, a new edition of Speght’s Chaucer, with further additions,
There was no demand for a reprint of that until 1687, and no
other edition of Chaucer’s Works until Urry’s in 1721. Thus the
impulse given by John Stow, and communicated to his friend
Speght, represented all that was done to bring Chaucer home to
English readers from 1542 to 1721, that is to say, during a
period of one hundred and seventy-nine years. Much honour to
John Stow !

We are told of Stow, by the friend who edited his * Annales ”
not long after his death, that he was tall, lean, with small clear
eyes and a pleasant cheerful face, that he was “very sober, mild,
and courteous to any who required his instructions ; and retained
the true use of his senses unto the day of his death, being of an
excellent memory. He always protested never to have written
anything either for malice, fear, or favour, nor to seek his own
particular gain and vain glory; and that his only pains and care
was to write truth.” He had written, indeed, this rhyming caution
in 1565—

** Of smooth and flattering speech remember to take heed :
For Truth in plain words may be told ; of craft a Lie hath need.”
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He travelled much on foot to cathedrals and other places in
search of records. He lived peacefully, and *“was very careless
of scoffers, backbiters, and detractors.”

But Stow ‘“annaled for ungrateful men.” In his old age, after
he had spent all the powers of his mind and all his worldly goods
in service of his country, he was at the age of seventy-nine re-
warded by his Sovereign with—a license to beg. The date of
the license, March 8th, 1603, being before the 25th of the month,
when 1604 officially began, was, according to the present way of
reckoning, March 8th, 1604. Stow died of stone colic, and was
buried on the 8th of April 1605 in his parish church of St.
Andrew’s Undershaft, where his widow set up as monument a
terra-cotta figure of him reading in his chair.

Some men in those days got Patents of Nobility for serving
a king in his meaner pleasures. For his nobler service to his
country John Stow was rewarded with the Patent of Beggary
which closes this short record of a kindly, busy, earnest life,
made happy by the work it loved.

James, by the Grace of Crod, ing of England, Scotlany,
France, and Ircland, Wefender of the Faith, &:.

To all our well-beloved Subjects greeting.

“ YW hereas our loving subject, John Stowe (a very aged and
worthy member of our City of London), this five and forty years
hath to his great charge, and with neglect of his ordinary means
of maintenance (for the general good, as well of posteritie as of
the present age) compiled and published diverse necessary bookes
and Chronicles; and therefore Ule, in recompense of these his
painful labours, and for encouragement to the like, have in our
royal inclination been pleased to graunt our Letters Patent under
our Great Seale of England, dated the eighth of March, 1603,
thereby authorizing him, the sayd John Stowe, and his deputies,
to collect amongst our loving subjects theyr voluntary contribution
and kinde gratuities, as by the sayd Letters Patents more at large



20 FOHN STOW.

may appeare. Now, seeing that our sayd Patents (being but one
in themselves) cannot be shewed forth in diverse places or parishes
at once (as the occasions of his speedy putting them in execution
may require) we have therefore thought expedient in this unusuall
manner to recommend his cause unto you ; having already, in our
own person, and of our speciall grace, begun the largesse for the
example of others. Given at our palace at Westminster.”

With what sum his Majesty headed the list, when he took this
unusual way of starting a subscription for which the solicitation
was to be left to the old man himself, history does not record.
It was in the following year, 1605, that Francis Bacon laid at
the feet of James the First his “Two Books of the Advancement
of Learning.” But towards the Advancement of Learning may
we not believe that this poor Tailor did more than the King?

This volume of Stow’s “Survey of London” gives the text
of the author’s second edition, read with the firstt. Much was
added in the second edition, and whatever was added to the
text in 1603 is here included. Here and there I have retained
a little fact worth keeping that Stow had written in his first
edition and omitted from his second.

The first edition having been in 1598, the second in 1603,
within the author’s lifetime ; there was a third in 1618 ; a fourth,

one folio volume, in 1633, enlarged by Anthony Munday and
’ O v pem .
/i-nienr}r Dyson, with a map of London and Westminster by T.

Porter ; a fifth, in 1720, in two folio volumes, edited by John
Strype, with a two-sheet plan of the City of London, Westminster,
and Southwark, a map of London in Elizabeth’s time, and 41
plates. Strype’s volumes were re-edited in a sixth edition of the
“Survey,” published with 132 plates in two folios in 1754 and
1755. These later editions overlaid the text with new matter.
In 1842 Mr. William J. Thoms produced an edition of the
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original text in royal 8vo, with valuable notes. This was re-
published in 1876.

Stow’s frequent citations of Fitzstephen caused him to append
to his Survey the Latin text of Fitzstephen’s account of London
in the twelfth century. “The said author being rare, as to my
knowledge not extant out of mine own custody, I have,” he
wrote, “in this place thought good by impression to impart the
same to my loving friends, the learned Antiquaries, as the author
wrote it in the Latin tongue.” I give it here in English.

I
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who died about the vear 1190, was a trusted clerk in the service
of Thomas a Becket, and was present at his murder. He wrote
the Life of his great chief, and prefaced it with this

DescripTiION OF THE Most NosLE City oF LoONDON.
Of the Site thereof.

Among the noble cities of the world that Fame celebrates, the
City of London of the Kingdom of the English, is the one seat
that pours out its fame more widely, sends to farther lands its
wealth and trade, lifts its head higher than the rest. It is happy
in the healthiness of its air, in the Christian religion, in the
strength of its defences, the nature of its site, the honour of its
citizens, the modesty of its matrons ; pleasant in sports ; fruitful
of noble men. Let us look into these things separately.

Of the Mildness of the Air.

If the clemency of the skies there softens minds, it is not so
that they corrupt in Venus, but that they be not fierce and
bestial, rather benign and liberal.

Of Religion.

There is in the church there the Episcopal Seat of St. Paul ;
once it was Metropolitan, and it is thought will again become
so if the citizens return into the island, unless perhaps the
archiepiscopal title of Saint Thomas the Martyr, and his bodily
jresence, preserve to Canterbury. where it now is, a perpetual
dignity. But as Saint Thomas has made both cities illustrious,
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London by his rising, Canterbury by his setting, in regard of
that saint, with admitted justice, each can claim advantage
of the other. There are also, as regards the cultivation of the
Christian faith, in L.ondon and the suburbs, thirteen larger con-
ventual churches, besides lesser parish churches one hundred

and twenty-six.
Of the Strength of the City.

It has on the east the Palatine Castle, very great and strong,
of which the ground plan and the walls rise from a very deep
foundation, fixed with a mortar tempered by the blood of animals.
On the west are two towers very strongly fortified, with the high
and great wall of the city having seven double gates, and towered
to the north at intervals. London was walled and towered in
like manner on the south, but the great fish-bearing 'l hames
river which there glides, with ebb and flow from the sea, by
course of time has washed against, loosened, and thrown down
those walls. Also upwards to the west the royal palace is con-
spicuous above the same river, an incomparable building with
ramparts and bulwarks, two miles from the city, joined to it by a
populous suburb.

Of Gardens.

Everywhere outside the houses of those living in the suburbs
are joined to them, planted with trees, the spacious and beautiful
gardens of the citizens.

Qf Pasture and Tilth,

Also there are, on the north side, pastures and a pleasant
meadow land, through which flow river streams, where the turn-
ing wheels of mills are put in motion with a cheerful sound.
Very near lies a great forest, with woodland pastures, coverts
of wild animals, stags, fallow deer, boars and wild bulls. The
tilled lands of the city are not of barren gravel but fat plains
of Asia, that make crops luxuriant, and fill their tillers’ barns
with Ceres’ sheaves.
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Of Springs.

There are also about London, on the north side, excellent
suburban springs, with sweet, wholesome, and clear water that
flows rippling over the bright stones; among which Holy Well,
Clerken Well, and Saint Clements are held to be of most note ;
these are frequented by greater numbers, and visited more by
scholars and youth of the city when they go out for fresh air
on summer evenings. It is a good city indeed when it has a
good master.

Of Honour of the Citizens.

That City is honoured by her men, adorned by her arms,
populous with many inhabitants, so that in the time of slaughter
of war under King Stephen, of those going out to a muster
twenty thousand horsemen and sixty thousand men on foot were
estimated to be fit for war. Above all other citizens. everywhere,
the citizens of London are regarded as conspicuous and note-
worthy for handsomeness of manners and of dress, at table, and
in way of speaking.

Qf Matrons.

The City matrons are true Sabine women.

Of Schools.

In London three principal churches have by privilege and
ancient dignity, famous schools; yet very often by support of
some personage, or of some teachers who are considered notable
and famous in philosophy, there are also other schools by favour
and permission. On feast days the masters have festival meetings
in the churches. Their scholars dispute, some by demonstra-
tion, others by dialectics ; some recite enthymemes, others do
better in using perfect syllogisms. Some are exercised in dis-
putation for display, as wrestling with opponents; others for
truth, which is the grace of perfectness. Sophists who feign
are judged happy in their heap and flood of words. Others
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paralogize. Some orators, now and then, say in their rhetorical
speeches something apt for persuasion, careful to observe rules
of their art, and to omit none of the contingents. Boys of
different schools strive against one another in verses, and con-
tend about the principles of grammar and rules of the past
and future tenses. There are others who employ in epigrams,
rhymes, and verses the old trifling banter, and with Fescennine
license freely pull their comrades to pieces, without giving their
names, fling at them scoffs and sarcasms, touch the faults of
schoolfellows or perhaps of greater people with Socratic salt,
or bite harder with Theonine tooth. The hearers ready to laugh

much
** Ingeminant tremulos naso crispante cachinnos.*

Of the Ordering of the City.

Those engaged in the several kinds of business, sellers of several
things, contractors for several kinds of work, are distributed every
morning into their several localities and shops. Besides, there
is in London on the river bank, among the wines in ships and
cellars sold by the vintners, a public cook shop; there eatables
are to be found every day, according to the season, dishes of
meat, roast, fried and boiled, great and small fish, coarser meats
for the poor, more delicate for the rich, of game, fowls, and small
birds. If there should come suddenly to any of the citizens
friends, weary from a journey and too hungry to like waiting till
fresh food is bought and cooked, with water to their hands comes
bread,t whiie one runs to river bank, and there is all that can
be wanted. However great the multitude of soldiers or travellers
entering the city, or preparing to go out of it, at any hour of the
day or night,—that these may not fast too long and those may not
go out supperless,—they turn hither, if they please, where every

* Fitzstephen is quoting Persius.
+ Fitzstephen here quotes Virgil's Aneid—
** Dant famuli manibus lymphas, Cereremque canistris
Expediunt,"”
shortening the last clause to ** panesque.”
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man can refresh himself in his own way ; those who would care
for themselves luxuriously, when set before the delicacies there to
be found, would not desire sturgeon nor the bird of Africa nor
the Ionian godwit. For this is the public kitchen, very con-
venient to the city, and part of its civilisation ; hence we read in
the Gorgias of Plato that next to medicine the office of the
cooks, as the adulation of imitators, makes the fourth part of
civility.* Outside one of the gates there, immediately in the
suburb, is a certain field, smooth (Smith) field in fact and name.
Every Friday, unless it be a higher day of appointed solemnity,
there is in it a famous show of noble horses for sale. Earls,
barons, knights, and many citizens who are in town, come to see
or buy. It is pleasant to see the steppers in quick trot going
gently up and down, their feet on each side alternately rising and
falling. On this side are the horses most fit for esquires, moving
with harder pace yet swiftly, that lift and set dewn together, as
it were, the opposite fore and hind feet ; on that side colts of fine
breed who not yet well used to the bit

** Altius incedunt, et mollia crura reponunt.” ¥

In that part are the sumpter horses, powerful and spirited ;
here costly chargers, elegant of form, noble of stature, with ears
quickly tremulous, necks lifted, haunches plump. In their step-

* Quotation of Plato by a writer of the reign of Henry the Second is worth
noting. Socrates in Gorgias is reasoning that there are two Acts, each in two
parts, one Politie, pertaining to the Soul, which he subdivides into Legislation and
Justice, and one without a name of its own, pertaining to the Body, which he sub-
divides into Gvmnastic and Medicine, Since these are four, the Adulatory Power,
which does not seek what is best, but is concerned only with what is pleasant, hunts
after folly, and makes its own fourfold division. Cookery here takes the place of
Medicine, and feigns that it knows what is best ; Allurements of Outward Form re-
place Gymnastic ; the Sophistic takes the Legislative Power, and Rhetoric sup-
plants Justice : Rhetoric, as an Art of Adulation, being to Justice, what Cookery,
as Art of Adulation, is to Medicine, All this is referred to by Fitzstephen, whose
text in different copies, is varied with many corruptions,—in this passage ‘* Hinc
est quod legitur in Gorgia Platonis, Juxta medicinam esse coguorum officium,
simulantinm et adulationem quartze particulae civilitatis.”

t Virgil's Georgics—

** Continuo pecoris generosi pullus in arvis
Altius ingreditur, et mollia crura reponit,”
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ping, the buyers first try for the gentler, then the quicker pace,
which is by the fore and the hind feet moving in pairs together.
When a race is ready for such thunderers, and perhaps for others
of like kind, powerful to carrv, quick to run, a shout is raised,
orders are given that the common horses stand apart. The boys
who mount the wing-footed by threes or twos according to the
match, prepare themselves for contest; skilled to rule horses,
they restrain the mouths of the untamed with bitted bridles. For
this chiefly they care, that no one should get before another in
the course. The horses rise too in their own way to the struggle
of the race; their limbs tremble, impatient of delay they cannot
keep still in their place; at the sign given their limbs are
stretched, they hurry on their course, are borne with stubborn
speed. The riders contend for the love of praise and hope of
victory, plunge spurs into the loose-reined horses, and urge them
none the less with whips and shouts. You would think with
Heraclitus everything to be in motion, and the opinion to be
wholly false of Zeno, who said that there was no motion and no
goal to be reached. In another part of the field stand by them-
selves the goods proper to rustics, implements of husbandry,
swine with long flanks, cows with full udders, oxen of bulk
immense, and wooily flocks. There stand the mares fit for
plough, dray, and cart, some big with foal, and others with their
young colts closely following. To this city from every nation
under heaven merchants delight to bring their trade by sea—

*“ Aurum mittit Arabs ; species et thura Sabaeus ;
Arma Scythes ; oleum palmarum divite sylva
Pinzue solum Babylon ; Nilus lapides preciosos ;
Norwegi, Russi, varium grisium, sabelinas ;
Seres, purpureas vestes ; Galli sua vina.” *

London is, on the faith of the chroniclers, a much older city
than Rome, for by the same Trojan forefathers this was founded
by Brutus before that by Romulus and Remus. Whence it is

* The Arabian sends gold; Sabaean, spice and incen=e; Scythian, arms; from its

rich wond fat soil of Babylon sends oil of palms; Nile, precious stones; Norwe-
gians, Russians, many furs and sables ; Seres, her purple clothing ; Gaul, her wines,
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that they still have the same laws established in common. This
city, like that, is divided into wards, has annual sheriffs for its
consuls, has senatorial and lower magistrates, sewers and aque-
ducts in its streets, its proper places and separate courts for cases
of each kind, deliberative, demonstrative, judicial ; has assemblies
on appointed days. I do not think there is a city with more
commendable customs of church attendance, honour to God’s ordi-
nances, keeping sacred festivals, almsgiving, hospitality, confirm-
ing betrothals, contracting marriages, celebration of nuptials, pre-
paring feasts, cheering the guests, and also in care for funerals
and the interment of the dead. The only pests of London are
the immoderate drinking of fools and the frequency of fires.
To this may be added that nearly all the bishops, abbots, and
magnates of England are, as it were, citizens and freemen of
London ; having there their own splendid houses, to which they
resort, where they spend largely when summoned to great coun-
cils by the king or by their metropolitan, or drawn thither by
their own private affairs.

Of Sports.

[ Zhe whole of this section has been translated by Stow with un-
broken continuity, and will be found placed at the beginning of his
chapter on ‘* Sports and Pastimes of old time used in ihis City.”
The transiation s there closed with the words * Thus far Fitzstephen
of Sports.” Afier this Fitzstephen's description of London ends as
Jollows :]

The Londoners, then called Trinovantes, repulsed Caius Julius
Casar, who had pleasure only in paths wet with blood. Whence
Lucan

““ Te