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8 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE

the descriptions, the satires, or the eulogies of poets.
Literature is no doubt of great help in these restorations,
but 1t is not the only, nor even the principal source of
information.  Poets embellish, imagine, colour, or trans-
form ; we must not accept their statements without
checking them.

This is just what we can do.  We may bave no such
burial grounds to explore as in Egypt, nor a whole town
to bring to light as at Pompeii, but we have what is
worth almost as much : the incomparable depositories of
the Records of old England. Immense strides bave been
made, especially within the last hundred years, to render
their contents public. Thousands of documents have
been pranted or analysed, and the work is still continuing ;
indeed, looking at the progress made of late, a feeling of
wonder cannot be repressed at the premature alarm of
bistorians like Robertson, who wrote in 176q:  The
universal progress of science during the two last centuries,
the art of printing, and other obvious causes, have filled
Europe with such a multiplicity of bistories, and with
such a vast collection of bistorical materials, that the term
of buman life is too short for the study or even the per-
usal of them.”  The field of research has never ceased to
widen, while the boundaries of human life do not recede ;
but students comprebend that the best means of making
themselves useful is to impose limits on themselves, to
renounce vast ambitions, and to study separate points only
of the immense problem to the best of their power. The
work of unearthing is so far advanced that it is possible
usefully to sift the riches drawn from these new cata-
combs.

At first sight all these petitions, these year-books full
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The author has profited by the occasion afforded him
by this translation to revise the text of bis book (which
appeared in 1884), to introduce some necessary corrections,
and to add about a fourth of new marter. He bas been
assisted in this, be need hardly say, by bis learned trans-
lator, to whom be owes much for baving assumed the task
of turning into English a work which she berself would
bave been so well qualified to write. He bas been helped
t00 by friends, all of whom be does not mean to name bere.
But though feeling that in this also bis incompleteness
will be very apparent, he cannot deprive himself of the
pleasure of inscribing on this page with gratitude and
affection the names of Gaston Paris, of the Institute of
France ; of E. Maunde Thompson, Principal Librarian
of the British Museum ; of F. . Furnivall, Director of
the Chaucer and many other Societies 5 lastly, be ought,
perbaps, to bave said firstly, of the poet and critic,
Edmund Gosse, to whose kind initative and suggestion he
owes it that bis book is published under its present form.

T

ALBERT GATE,
Fuly 1A,

The kind reception awarded to this work allows the
author to present to the public a new edition. He has
availed himself of this opportunity to introduce some
more corrections.  The frontispiece in former editions
has been replaced by a heliogravure by Dujardin of
Paris. 7

St. HAoON-LE-CHATEL,
October, 18g1.
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the tops of the white turrets of the Tower
of London. The miniature was obviously
painted from nature ..,

4+.——1The old bridge on the Rhéne at Avignon,
built by the friars pontiff in the twelfth

century, as it now stands, the four arches -

and the chapel

§.—The old bridge at Cahors (thirteenth cen-
tury), present state ... *

6.—The bridge at Stratford-at-Bow, as it stood
before its reconstruction in 1839. From an
engraving dated 1814
7.—A part of London Bridge ; None-such House,
the drawbridge, and the houses on the bridge,
as they appeared in 1600. From a drawing
in Pepys Library, Magd. Coll,, Cambridge,
reproduced by Dr. Furnivall in his edition of
Harrison’s « Description of England,” 1877

8.—Hugh of Clopton’s bridge at Stratford-on-
Avon (fifteenth century)

9.—T'he chapel on the bridge at Wakefield (four-
teenth century). From a copyright photo-
graph by G. and J. Hall, of Wakefield

1o.—The bridge with a defensive tower at Wark-
worth, Northumberland (fourteenth century).
From a photograph by G. W. Wilson, of
Aberdeen

11.—The one-arched bridge on the KEsk, near
Danby Castle, Yorkshire, built during the
fourteenth century by Neville, Lord Lati-
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the ﬁgure of whom constantly recurs in
the miniatures, 1s easily recngmzable as
having the same features as in the bronze
statue over his tomb at Westminster. And
we know for certain that this tomb and statue
were ordered by Richard himself during his
lifetime ; the indenture with the seals at-
tached, dated 18 Rich. I1. (1395), and bind-
ing two apparently English artists, viz.,
“ Nicholas Broker et Godfrey Prest, citeins
et copersmythes de Lnundres," is still in exist-
ence at the Record Office,

The sitting of the parliament here repre-
sented i1s the famous one when Richard was
deposed, and Henr}r of Lancaster came forth
to ‘“chalenge yis Rewme of Yngland”
(“ Rolls of Parliament,” 1. p. 422), Oct.
1399, and the throne was then, as seen in
the pamtmg, left HI’IDECUPIEd “sede regali
cum panms aurl solempmter preparata,
tunc vacua” (“ Rolls,” ibid.). On the right
of the throne are seated the spiritual lords;
on the left the temporal lords, knights, &ec.
The nearest to the throne on this side 1s
Henry of Lancaster (wearing a tall fur cap).
Says Créton :

“ Entour le dit siége asez prés
Estoient les prélas assis . . .
D’autre costé tous les seigneurs
Grans moyens petiz et meneurs . . o
Premiers seoit le duc henry
Et puis tout au plus prés de ly
Le duc Diorc (i.e., York) son beau cousin,” &c.

FAGH

87






18 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE,

FAGE

18.—A young squire travelling :

“ And he hadde ben somtyme in chivachie,
In Flaundres, in Artoys, and in Picardie,
And born him wel, as in so litel space,

In hope to stonden in his lady grace.
Embrowdid was he, as it were a mede

Al ful of fresshe floures, white and reede,
Syngynge he was, or flowtynge, al the day ;
He was as fressh as is the moneth of May.”

From the Ellesmere MS. of the ¢ Canterbury
Tales.” 'The Ellesmere cuts are used by the
kind permission of Dr. Furnivall ... sec 109

19-—20.—Ladies on horseback. Two drawings
illustrative of both ways of riding : sitting
sitdeways (Chaucer’s prioresse) and riding
astride (Chaucer’s Wife of Bath). From the
Ellesmere MS. ks LK

21.—A family dinner. From the MS. Addit.
28162, in the British Museum, fol. 10 4 (early
fourteenth century; French). Note the
carver, the cup-bearer, the musicians, the mar-
shal of the hall, whose mission it is to expel
objectionable intruders, whether men or dogs.
In the present case, while this officer 1s ex-
pelling a very Db_;ectmnable lazar, come under
pretence of sprinkling the diners with holy
water, a dog a little further off seizes thlS
opportunity of mischief-making, and gets
hold of a fish on the table. The carver
grasps the meat with his left hand ; forks
then were unknown, but good breeding
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vol. vi., the Roy. MS. 10 E. IV., passim,
&c.). They used it to turn the meat and take
it out of the deep round-bellied pots, stand-
ing on three legs over the fire, which were
then 1n common use.

23.—The new habits of luxur}r; a gentleman,
helped by two attendants, dressing before the
fire in his bedroom. From the MS. 2 B.
vil,, in the British Museum, fol. 72 4 (E.ng-
lish ; early fourteenth century)

Of this luxury, of the spread of the use m“
chimneys, &c., Langland, as a satirist, com-
plains ; and this, as a marshal of the hall,
John Russell a little later recommends as the
proper method of dressing for a gentleman,
He then thus addresses the attendant :

“ Than knele down on youre kne, and thus to youre
souerayn ye say : .
¢ Syr, what robe or govn pleseth it yow to were to-
day'” . &c,
“ Boke of Nurture ” (Furnivall, 1868, p. 178).

24.—An English inn of the fourteenth century.
From the Louterell psalter ...

25.—On the roadside ; the alehouse. From
the MS. 10 E. IV., in the British Muscum,
fol. 114 4; (English, fourteenth century)

26.—A Hermit in his solitude, tempted by the
devils MS. 10 B IV foli: veg o o <Fhe
v1gnette here repmduced 1s one out of several
which illustrate a well-known medieval tale.
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27.—KEscaped prisoner flying to sanctuary. From
the MS. 10 E. 1V., fol. 206 4, in the British
Museum (fourteenth century)

28.—The Durham knocker, affixed to one of the
doors of the cathedral. Fugitives used it to
be admitted to sanctuary (Norman)

29.—The Frid-stool in Hexham Abbey, Northum-
berland, where fugitives flying to sanctuary
sat. It 1s of Norman style, and seems to date
from the twelfth century

30.— An adventure seeker. From the MS. 2 B.
vil., fol. 149 (English, early fourteenth
century)

31..—A Physician (Chaucer’s Doctour of Phisik):

“ He knew the cause of every malady.'

From the Ellesmere MS.

32.—Playing upon the vielle (viol). From the
MS. 10 E. IV., fol: 4

33.—The . ¢ Minstrels’ gallery” in the Exeter
cathedral (fourteenth century) From a
photograph by Messrs. Frith and Co.

34.—A fourteenth-century juggler. From the
MS. 1o B, IV fel. .

35.—Favourite dances of the fourteenth century;
a Jady dancing head downwards, to the sound
of a tabor and a double flute. From the MS,
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ENGLISH WAYFAKRING LIFE.

Ther wiste no man that he was in dette
So estately was he of governaunce.”

FAGE

From the Ellesmere MS. s o )
42.—Forest Iife ; wood-cutters. From the MS.
10 E. IV, fol. 100.2 2D

43

44~

—Forest life; a shooting casualty. From the
. 266

—Reaping time. Labourers reaping corn

MS. 10 E. IV, fol. 203 4

under the supervision of the hayward. From
the MS. 2 B. vii, fol. 78 4. English, early
fourteenth century. “They dwell in fayre
houses, and we haue the payne and traueyle,
rayne and wynd in the feldes” (speech of
John Ball, Lord Berners’ Froissart, chap.
ccelxxxi). The overseer shown in the draw-
ing may possibly be a bailiff : ¢ Supervidere
debet ballivus falcatores, messores, cariatores,”
8c. (“Fleta,” cap. 73), or a provost (who
had about the same duties, but was practically
chosen by the peasants themselves). But it
seems more likely to be a hayward ; the dress
and attitude better suit a man in that station.
The care of seeing that “repe-men . . . repe
besili and clenli,” was sometimes entrusted to
such officers (see Skeat, « Notes to Piers the

Plowman,” p. 273). A horn, such as our man

wears, was always worn by a hayward, who
used to blow it to warn off people from stray-
ing 1n the erops. The rough and command-
ing attitude seen in the drawing would not
be so readily expected from a bailiff with his
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wandering existence, and started even from infancy on
their life-long journey. Some trotted their strange
industries in the broad sunshine, through the dust of
the highroads ; others skulked in bye-lanes or even in
coppices, hiding their heads from the sheriff's officer—
may be a criminal, may be a fugitive, “a wolf’s head
that every one may cut down,” according to the terrible
expression of an English jurist of the thirteenth century.
Among these were many labourers who had broken the
villeins bond, unhappy and oppressed in their hamlets,
who wandered through the country in quest of work,
as though flight could enfranchise them : but * service
est en le sank ' (* service is in the blood ”),! the magis-
trate told them. Among them also were pedlars laden
with petty wares; pilgrims who from St. Thomas’ to
St. James’ went begging along the roads, living by
alms ; pardoners, strange nomads, who sold to the
common people the merits of the saints in paradise ;
mendicant friars and preachers of all sorts who, accord-
ing to the times, held passionately liberal harangues or
contemptibly selfish discourses at the church doors. All
these had one character in common, namely, that in the
wide extents of country where they passed their lives,
they served as links between the separated groups of
other lives which, attached to the soil by law and
custom, were spent irremovable, every day under the
same sky and at the same toil. Pursuing their singular
calling, these wanderers, who had seen so much and
knew so many adventures, served to give some idea of
the great unknown world to the humble classes whom

t ¢ Year Books,” 30, 31 Edward I. Edited by A. |. Horwood,
for the Rolls Series, 1863.















OLD LONDON BRIDGE.
(From MS. Roy. 16 F 2 tn the British NMuseum.)

CHAPTER 1.

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

HI maintenance of roads and bridges in England
was 1n the fourteenth century one of those general
charges which weighed, like military service, on

the whole of the nation. All landed proprietors were
obliged, in theory, to watch over the good condition of
the highways ; their tenants had to execute the repairs
for them. The religious houses themselves, owners of
property given in frank almoigne, that is to say, having
an o Ject of pure charity with a perpetual title, had dis-
pensatmn from every service and rent towards thi:: former
proprietor of the soil, and in general they had no other
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charge than that of saying prayers or giving alms for
the repose of the donor’s soul. But yet it remained for
them to satisfy the frinoda necessitas, or triple e.-bhga—
tion, which among other duties CﬂﬂSlStEd In repairing
roads and bridges.

There was in England a very considerable network
of roads, the principal of which dated as far back as the
Roman times. The province of Britain had been one of
those where the greatest care had been bestowed upon the
military and commercial ways by the Roman emperors.
“ The network of roads in the island,” says Mommsen,
“ which was uncommonly developed and for which in
particular Hadrian did much in connection with the
building of his wall, was of course primarily subservient
to military ends ; but alongside of, and in part taking
plECEdEI’lCE over the legionary camps, Londinium occu-
pies 1n that respect a place which brings clearly mto
view its leading position 1n traffic.”! In many places
are yet to be found remnants of the Roman highways,
the more important of which were called in Anglo-Saxon
times and since, Watling Street, Ermine Street, the Fosse,
and Ickenild Street. “These Roman ways in Britain
have frequently been continued as the publick roads, so
that where a Roman military way is wanting, the pre-
sumption 1s in favour of the present highroad, if that
be nearly in the same direction.”2 There are two
reasons for that permanence : the first is that the roads
were built by the Romans to supply needs which have
not ceased to be felt; being cut, for instance, from

1 ¢« History of Rome,” translated by W. P. Dickson, London,
1885, book viii. chap. v.
2 J. Horsley, * Britannia Romana,” London, 1732, p. 391.
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of the same sort as visiting the sick or caring for the
poor ;! men saw in them a true charity for certain un-
fortunate people, namely, travellers. This is why the
clergy submitted to them. The pious character of this
kind of labour may suffice to prove that the roads were
not so safe or m such a good state as has been some-
times maintained.2 The finest result of the religious
spirit in the Middle Ages was to produce that dis-
interested enthusiasm which, as soon as some distress of
humanity became flagrant, immediately created societies
for help and rendered self-denial popular. For example,
one of these distresses was seen in the power of the
infidel, and the Crusades were the consequence. The
forsaken condition of the lowest classes in the towns
was noticed in the thirteenth century, and St. Francis
sent for the consolation of the neglected those mends-
cant friars who were at first so justly popular, though
their repute changed so quickly. After the same
fashion travellers were considered as unfortunates
deserving pity, and help was given to them to please
God. A religious order with this end in view had
been founded in the twelfth century, that of the Pontife
brothers, or makers of bridges (pons, bridge), which

t When Henry VIII. gave the lands of the dissolved monastery
of Christ Church to Canterbury Cathedral, he declared that he
made this donation ‘“in order that charity to the poor, the repara-
tion of roads and bridges, and other pious offices of all kinds should
multiply and spread afar” (Elton, “Tenures of Kent,” London,
1867, p. 21). The gift is made “in liberam, puram et perpetuam
eleemosynam.” |

2 Thorold Rogers, *History of Agriculture and Prices in
England,” Oxford, 1866, vol. i. p. 138,
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42 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE,

the building and repair of Botyton bridge.” Forty days
are allowed on another occasion for help towards the
bridge and the highroad between Billingham and
Norton,! and forty days for the great road from
Brotherton to Ferrybridge. The wording of this last
decree is characteristic:

“To all those, &c. Persuaded that the minds of
the faithful are more ready to attach themselves to pious
works when they have received the salutary encourage-
ment of fuller indulgences, trusting in the mercy of
God Almighty and the merits and prayers of the
glorious Virgin his Mother, of St. Peter, St. Paul, and
of the most holy confessor Cuthbert our patron, and
all saints, we remit forty days of the penances imposed
on all our parishioners and others . . . sincerely con-
trite and confessed of their sins, who shall help by their
charitable gifts, or by their bodily labour,in the building
or in the maintenance of the causeway between Brother-
ton and Ferrybridge where a great many people pass
by.” 2

There were also gilds, those lay brotherhoods ani-
mated by the religious spirit, who repaired roads and
bridges. The Gild of the Holy Cross in Birmingham,
founded under Richard II., did this, and their interven-
tion was most valuable, as the Commissioners of
Edward VI. remarked two centuries later. The gild
then “mainteigned . . . and kept in good reparaciouns
two greate stone bridges, and divers foule and daun-
gerous high wayes, the charge whereof the towne of

t « Registrum Palatinum Dunelmense,” ed. Hardy, Rolls Series,

1875, vol. i. pp. 615, 641 (A.D. 1314).
2 Ibid., vol.i. p. 507.
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46 ENGLISH WAVFARING LIFE

“from some passers-by, but without often having
recourse to their aid.” He also received the charity
of travellers, and his affairs prospered. They prospered
so well that the abbot thought he might withdraw his
pension ; Pratt indemnified himself the best way he
could. He set up iron bars across the bridge and
made all pay who passed over, except the rich, for he
prudently made exception “ for the nobility ; he feared
them and let them pass without molesting them.”
T'he dispute only terminated in the time of Edward
IL. 5 the abbot recognized his fault ; took back the
chargeof the bridge, and put down the iron bars, the
toll,and Godfrey Pratt himself,

BOW BRIDGE AS IT STOOD LBEFORE ITS DEMOLITION IN 1839
(From a print dated 1831.)

This bridge, over which no doubt Chaucer himself
passed, was of stone, the arches were narrow and the
piers thick ; strong angular buttresses supported them
and broke the force of the current; these formed at
the upper part a triangle or siding which served as
a refuge for foot-passengers, for the passage was so
narrow that a carriage sufficed to fill the way. When
it was pulled down in 1839, it was found that the
method of construction had been very simple. To
ground the piers in the bed of the river the masons
had stimply thrown down stones and mortar till the
level of the water had been reached. It was remarked
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they ought, among other things, to “amenden meson-
dieux,” that is, hospitals for sick people and for travellers ;
to repair ¢ wikked wayes,” that 1s to say, bad roads ;
and also

“. ... brygges to-broke by the heye weyes
Amende in som manere wise.”

For this and for helping prisoners, poor scholars, etc.,
they will have no little recompense. When they are
about to die St. Michael himself will be sent to them to
drive away devils that they be not tormented by wicked
spirits 1n their last moments :

“ And ich shal sende yow my-selue seynt Michel myn Angel
T'hat no deuel shal yow dere ne despeir in youre deyinge,
And sende youre soules ther ich my-self dwelle.”

The pious character of the bridges was also shown by
the chapel that stood on them. Bow Bridge was thus
placed under the protection of St. Catherine. London
Bridge had also a chapel dedicated to St. Thomas of
Canterbury. It was a roomy Gothic building of
apsidal form, with high windows and wrought pinnacles,
almost a chulch A miniature 1n a manuscnpt of
which a reproduction on a reduced scale is given at the
begmmng of this chapter, shows it fixed on the middle
pier, whilst along the parapet are houses with pointed
roofs, whose storeys project and hang over the Thames.

Thls was a famous bridge. No Englishman of the
Middle Ages, and even of the Renaissance, ever spoke
but with pride of London Bridge; it was the great
national wonder ; until the middle of the eighteenth

t Skeat’s edition, Text C, pas. x. 1. 29, ef seq.
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be consecrated to the maintenance of the edifice for
ever.!

The bridge was finished in 1209. It was furnished
with héuses, with a chapel, and with defensive towers.
[t immediately became celebrated, and was the admi-
ration of all England. The Scotchman, Sir David
Lindesay, Earl of Crawfurd, having fallen out with
Lord Welles, ambassador at the Scottish Court, a duel
was decided on, and Lindesay chose London Bridge as
the place of combat (13g0). He crossed the length of
the kingdom, furnished with a safe-conduct from King
Richard II., and the duel solemnly came off at the place
fixed in the presence of an immense concourse. The
first shock was so violent that the lances were shivered,
but the Scotchman remained immovable in his saddle,
The people, fearing for the success of the Englishman,
called out that the foreigner was fixed to his horse
against all rules. Upon understanding this Lindesay,
by way of reply, leapt lightly to the ground, with one
bound returned to the saddle and, charging his adversary-
anew, overthrew and grievously wounded him.2

The houses built on the bridge were of several storeys;
they had cellars in the thickness of the piers. When
the inhabitants needed water they lowered their buckets
by ropes out of the windows and filled them in the
Thames. Sometimes by this means they helped poor
fellows whose boat had capsized. The arches were
narrow, and it was not uncommon in the dark for a
boat to strike against the piers and be dashed to pieces,

® See Appendix I, :
2 Stow’s ““Survey,” p. 563 “Chronicles of London Bridge,” by
an Antiquary [Richard Thomson], London, 1827, pp. 187-193.
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added : “ Among all the straunge and beautiful showes,
mee thinketh there is none so notable as the Bridge
which crosseth the Theames, which is in manner of a
continuall streete, well mpienyshed with large and
stately houses on both 51des, and situate upon twentie
arches, whereof each one is made of excellent free stone
squared, euerye one of them being three-score foote in
height, and full twentie in distaunce one from an
other.” !

This was an exceptional bridge, others presented a
less important appearance. People were even glad to
find bridges like that at Stratford-at-Bow, in spite of
its want of width and its deep ruts; or like the
wooden bridge over the Dyke, with arches so low and
narrow that all water traffic was interrupted by a slight
rising of the level of the water. The state of this last
bridge, which, in truth, was more of a hindrance than a
help to communication, at length excited the indignation
of neighbouring counties. During the fifteenth century,
therefore, it was granted to the inhabitants upon their

1 ¢ Euphues and his England,” ed. princ. 1580 ; Arber’s reprint,
1368 p. 434. See also the large coloured drawing of about the year
1600 (partly reproduced above, p. §1), in the third partof Harrison’s
“ Description of England,” edited by F. ]. Furmva]l for the New
Shakspere Society, 18” ; and Mr., Wheatley’s notes on Norden’s
Map of London, 1593, in vol. i. p. Ixxxix of the same work.
Foreigners coming to London never failed to notice the bridge as
one of the curiosities of the town. The Greek Nicander Nucius
of Corcyra, who visited England in 15456, writes in his note-book :
“ A certain very large bridge is built, affording a passage to those
in the city to the opposite inhabited bank, supported by stone
cemented arches, and having also houses and turrets upon it”
“Travels of Nicander Nucius,” Camden Society, 1841, p. 7).
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superintend the works of London Bridge seems to have
been an exceptional fact. 'The making of ordinary
bridges was usually entrusted to local artists or masons ;
and it would have been strange indeed if the people
who could build such splendid cathedral naves all over
England had been at a loss to span rivers with bridges.
One of the few indentures for the making of a bridge
which have come down to us concerns the re-building
of Catterick bridge, Yorkshire, in 1422, on the great
Roman road, the Ermine Street ; this document 1s curious
in many respects. The contract binds several authorities
on the one hand, and ¢ Tho. Ampilforde, John Garette,
and Robert Maunselle, masons,” on the other. It is
stated 1n 1t “ yat y® foresaides Tho., John, and Rob.,
schalle make a brigge of stane oure (over) y® water of
Swalle atte Catrik be twix y® old stane brigge and
y¢ new brigge of tree (of wood), quilke forsaid brigge,
with y* grace of God, salle be made sufficiant [and
war |kmanly 1n mason craft accordand m substance to
Barnacastelle brigge, aftir y* ground and y® watyr
accordes, of twa pilers, twa land stathes (abutments),
--and thre arches.” The deed goes on to give a very
minute account of the way in which every part of the
work will have to be performed, of the material that
will be used, and of the time when the bridge must be
entirely finished and open to circulation: ¢ And
y¢ saides John, Tho., and Rob., schalle this forsaid
brigge sufficiantly in masoncraft make and fully per-
furnist in all partiez and holy endyd be y® Fest of Seint
Michille y* Arcangelle quilk y* shalle fall in y° yere of
our Lorde Gode M'" ccccxxv.” It 1s understood
besides that they will receive in payment, at certain
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Latymer, lord of Yarm,! that he will grant him pont-
age for five years at the bridge of Yarm, which is broken
down, where men were wont to pass with carts and with
horses on the king’s highway between the water of
Tees towards Scotland. May it please him to do this
for the soul of Madame his consort, who is to God
commended, and for the common profit of the people.
who pass.” The King’s reply was favourable: ¢ The
King grants the pontage for the term.” 2

Some of the tariffs in force at certain bridges during
the fourteenth century have come down to us and have
been printed ; the most detailed of these is of the year
1306, and concerns London Bridge. It is annexed to a
patent of Edward I., and enumerates not only passengers,
carriages, and animals of every quality or description,
but also every sort of ¢ saleable” ware which may pass
either on or below the bridge : though it may have
been considered somewhat unfair to draw money from
shipmen towards the expenses of a structure that was
no help to them, but rather the reverse.3 This list,
which is a great help towards forming an exact idea

* Yarm on the Tees, 44 miles north-north-west of York. The
“king’s highway ” in question is the highroad from Scotland, which
leads to the south passing through York and London. The bridge
was re-built in 1400 by Skirlaw, Bishop of Durham,

2 «“Rolls of Parliament,” vol. i. p. 468. The right of pontage
is frequently mentioned in the * Liber Custumarum,” edited by
Riley (Rolls Series).

3 “Concessimus quod capiatis ibidem de rebus venalibus ultra
pontem predictum et subtus eundem transeuntibus consuetudines
subscriptas, videlicet . . .” Then follows a very long list of dues.
The text of this letter-patent may be found in an appendix to
Hearne’s ¢ Liber niger Scaccarii,” ed. 1771, vol 1. p, 478%,
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ancestors, that he may have the keeping of the said
chapel annexed to his church, together with the charge
of the bridge, and he will take heed with all care to
maintain them well, with better will than any stranger,
for the profit and honour of Holy Church, to please
God and all people passing that way.” I

This jumble of human and divine interests was sub-
mitted to the ordinary examination, and the demand
was set aside, with the following note : ““ Non est pe-
ticio parliamenti ” ; it is not a petition for parliament.

In many cases, the bridge was itself at once proprietor
of real estate and beneficiary of the offerings made to
its chapel, and sometimes also grantee of a right of
toll ; it had income from both civil and religious
sources. Such were notably the bridges of London,
of Rochester,2 of Bedford, and many others. John
de Bodenho, chaplain, explains to Parliament that the
inhabitants of Bedford hold their own town at farm
from the king, and have undertaken to maintain their
bridge. For this they “assigned certain tenements and
rents in the said town to support it, and with their alms
have newly built an oratory on the side of the water
belonging to Lord Mowbray, by leave of the lord,
adjoining the said bridge.” The burgesses gave to the
plaintiff the charge of the reparations, together with the
whole revenues. But the priest, John of Derby, repre-
sented to the king that it was a royal chapel which he
might dispose of, and the king has given it to him,
which is very unjust, since the chapel is not the king’s ;
even those who founded it are still living. All these

t ¢« Rolls of Parliament,” vol. ii. p. 88.
2 See Hist. MSS. Commission, gth Report, part i. p. 284.
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subjects to hasten (January, 1281), the bridge would
give way if they did not send prompt assistance. He
ordered the archbishops, bishops, all the clergy, to allow
his collectors to address the people freely with < pious
exhortations ” that the subsidies should be given without
delay. But the supplies thus urgently required arrived
too late; the catastrophe had already happened, a
‘“ sudden ruin” befel the bridge, and to repair this
misfortune the king established a special tax upon the
passengers, merchandise and boats (February 4, 1282),
which tax was enacted again and a new tariff put into
force on May 7, 1306, as we have already seen. What
this sudden ruin was we learn from Stow’s * Annals”;
the winter had been very severe, the frost and snow had
caused great cracks in the floor of the bridge, so that
towards the Feast of the Purification (February 2), five
of the arches fell in. Many other bridges, too, in the
country had suffered damage, Rochester Bridge had even
entirely fallen.r

It may be imagined what would happen to some of
the country bridges which had been built without the
thought of endowing them. The alms that were
given for them proved insufficient, so that little by little,
nobody repairing them, the arches wore through, the
parapets were detached, not a cart passed but fresh
stones disappeared in the river, and soon carriages and

1 « King Edward kept his feast of Christmas (1281) at Worcester.
From this Christmas till the purification of Our Lady, there was
such a frost and snow, as no man living could remember the like,
wherethrough five arches of London Bridge, and all Rochester
Bridge were borne downe, and carried away with the streame, and

the like hapned to many bridges in England ” (Stow’s Annales,”
London, 1631, p. zo1). See Appendix IIL
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be given for its maintenance, “for God and asa work of
charity.” But the king did not accede to their request.t

Or maybe it happened that the riverside proprietors
let their obligation fall into oblivion, even when it was
at commencement formal and precise enough. The
legislator had, however, taken some precautions ; he had
inscribed bridges on the list of the subjects for those in-
quiries opened periodically in England by the justices
in Eyre, sheriffs and bailiffs, as we shall see further
on ; but interested men found means to defraud the law.
People had been so long used to see ruin menace the
edifice, that when 1t actually did give way no one could
say who ought to have repaired it. It then became
necessary to apply to the king for a special inquiry,
and to seek on whom lay the service. 'The parliament
thus decide in 1339, on the demand of the prior of St.
Neots : ¢ Item, let there be good and true men assigned
to survey the bridge and causeway of St. Neots, whether
they be broken down and carried away by the rising of
the waters, as the prior alleges, or not. And in case
they are broken down and carried away, to inquire who
ought and was used to have it repaired, and who 1s
bound of right to do it ; and how the bridge and road-
way may be re-made and repaired. And what they?
find they shall return into the chancery.”

In consequence of such inquests the persons charged
with the maintenance find themselves pointed out by
the declarations of a jury convened on the spot, and a
tax is levied upon them for the execution of the repara-

1 & Rolls of Parliament,” vol. i1, p. 350.
2 Je., the jury ““of good and true men.” *Rolls of Parliament,”
vol, ii, p. I11.
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forthcoming, a ferry was established as a substitute for
the late bridge, and there remained for years and years
together. Such a series of events is offered by the
history of the bridge on the Tweed at Berwick, which
was one of the longest in England. The first time we”
hear of it is in the year 1199, and the news is that it
fell at that date, owing to the rising of the river. It was
rebuilt and fell again ; sometimes it was rebuilt in wood
and sometimes in stone; at times it fell altogether
from beginning to end, and then a ferry was established,
and there remains for many years. This was the case
in 1294, when great harm was done by the inundations.
“ Where the bridge fell at this time,” says the latest
historian of Berwick, “ there it lay for many years. The
only method of crossing was by ferry boats, worked
from both sides of the river; while the ferry in times
of danger was defended by soldiers. Thus, in Sir
Robert Heron’s (the controller) ¢ Book of Bills’ for
1310, there 1s allowed one half quarter of pease to each
of six crossbowmen (one of them being John Sharp
Arewe) guarding the ferry of the Tweed at Berwick.”!
The ferry follows vicissitudes scarcely less numerous
than the bridgc itself, and disputes arise as to the right
of working it, or rather of collecting the tolls there.
The revenues of the bridge, now that there is no longer
any bridge, are also a matter of difficulty, and the king
has to interfere to- settle the matter of the rents of
houses and of fisheries belonging to the ruined monu-
ment. In 1347 at last the citizens of the town began
to think seriously of rebuilding their bridge, and the
king granted them the right of collecting towards the

' Lahn Scott, “ Berwick-upon-Tweed,” London, 1888, p. 408, ef seg.
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mediaeval bridges still subsist in England ; the more
so as this our century has been a great destroyer of
bridges. The enormous increase of population and the
proportionate want of means of communication during
the last hundred years has proved fatal to many
bridges, and especially to the more famous and impor-
tant ones which had been built in the more largely
populated districts. Owing to such necessities London
Bridge itself has disappeared, and the recollections of
five hundred years, during which it had been, so to
say, a factor in English history and associated with the
life of the nation, could not save it. The tide of an
ever-increasing traffic was at last too strong for the
masterpiece of Isembert. Many others had the same
fate, or at least were partly rebuilt or enlarged, not
always in such a way as to retain their pristine appear-
ance. For all that, however, enough of them remain
to give an accurate idea of what they were without
having recourse merely to descriptions or drawings
In contemporary manuscripts. None, it is true, can for
elegance and completeness compete with such bridges
as are still to be found in France; for example, with the
magnificent thirteenth century bridge of Valentré at
Cahors, of which an engraving has been given above
(p. 41). Those that remain are sufficient, nevertheless,
to testify to the skill of old English architects in that
particular branch of their art. As might have been
expected, these old bridges chiefly abound in those parts
of the country where the increase of traffic and popu-
lation has been the least conspicuous, on roads little
more frequented to-day than in the Middle Ages, which
then led to strong castles or flourishing monasteries,






QTR BT T

L] ¥k

THE CHAPEL ON THE BRIDGE AT WAKEFIELD, [f. 72

{Fourteenth Centfury ; present stale.)






74 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

In our century the bridge has been widened on its
west side ; which has caused it to lose its original
appearance on this side. The chapel, too, was restored
in 1847, but its original perpendicular style was care-
fully respected.!

Several specimens also remain of bridges with the
triangular recesses we have mentioned, left on the top
of the piers for the safety of foot passengers. Among
many other examples may be quoted the fine fourteenth-
century bridge at Warkworth, Northumberland,? which
also deserves notice for another peculiarity much more
rarely to be met with, that is, the preservation of the
tower built at one end for its defence. Most of
the bridges of any importance were protected in this
way ; of late it has been found useless, and the con-
sideration that they were ornamental has rarely been
sufficient to prevent such fortifications being pulled
down. ‘Those at Chester were removed in 17821784 ;
those at York were demolished (with the bridge itself,
of the thirteenth century) at the beginning of our
century ; the Durham example, built on Framwellgate
Bridge, in 1760, &c. It must be conceded that those
towers were sometimes very inconvenient. A person
who was present on the occasion told me that, quite
recently, a gipsy’s caravan was stopped at the tower on
Warkworth Bridge, being unable, owing to the lowness

r T. Kilby, “Views in Wakefield,” 1843, fol. ; J. C. and C. A.
Buckler, * Remarks upon Wayside Chapels,” Oxford, 1843.

2 «Twenty marks were left towards the rebuilding of this bridge,
by John Cook of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, z Rich. II, 1379,” (E.
Mackenzie, “ View of the County of Northumberland,” 1825, vol.
e 5 TIT)
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century ; it has been thoroughly repaired since Ormerod
disrespectfully described it as ¢“a long fabric of red
stone extremely dangerous and unsightly.” T At Durham
there are the Framwellgate and the Elvet Bridges,
both originally built in the twelfth century. A six-
arched bridge, rebuilt in the fifteenth century, exists
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% THE BRIDGE NEAR DANEBY CASTLE, YORKSHIRE.
(Forertecnth Century.)

at Hereford ; another, repaired in 1449, with the help
of indulgences, remains at Bidford.? A four-arched
one, built in the fourteenth century, over the Dee 1s

1 ¢ History of Chester,” London, 1819, vol. 1 b, 283,
* Dugdale, ¢ Warwickshire,” 1730, ii. 724.
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levied upon those who pass along, towards the repair
of the road. ¢ Walter Godelak of Walingford, prays
for the establishment of a custom to be collected from
every cart of merchandise traversing the road between
Jowemersh and Newenham, on account of the depth
and for the repair'of the said way. Reply : The King
will do nothing therein.” I Again, a lady arrogates to
herself the right to levy a tax on passengers. “ To
our lord the king show the commonalty of the people
of Nottinghamshire passing between Kelm and Newur,
that whereas the king’s high way between the said two
towns has been wont to be for all persons freely to pass,
on horse-back, in carriages, and on foot from time im-
memorial, the Lady of Egrum has got hold to herself
of the said road in severalty, taking from those passing
along there grievous ransoms and exactions, in disherit-
ance of the king and his crown and to the‘great hurt
of the people.” The king orders an inquest.2
Sometimes the sheriffs in their turns ordered the levy
of taxes on those who did not repair the roads ; the
law, as we have seen, allowed it ; but those who were
fined protested before Parliament under the pretext that
the roads and the bridges were ‘sufficient enough ;”
—<¢ Item, humbly pray the Commons of your realm, as
well spiritual as temporal, complaining that several
sheriffs of your kingdom feign and procure present-
ments in their turns that divers roads, bridges, and
causeys are defective from non-reparation, with pur-
pose and intent to amerce abbots, priors, and seculuirs,
sometimes up to ten pounds, sometimes more, some-

1 « Rolls of Parliament,” vol. i. p. 48 (18 Edward L., a.p. 1289),
2 Tbid., vol. 1. p. 424 (18 Edward IL, 5224},
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those of the modern East ; the sunsets were magniﬁlcent
in winter, but to face journeys required a robust horse-
man, inured to fatigue, and with stubborn health. The
ordinary education, it is true, prepared one for all these
trials.

The roads in England would have been entirely im-
passable, and religious zeal would have been no more than
the indulgences of the Bishop of Durham sufficient to
keep them in condition, if the nobility and the clergy,
that is to say, the whole of the landed proprietors, had not
had an immediate and daily interest in possessing pass-
able roads. The English kings had had the prudence
not to form great compact fiefs like those which they
themselves possessed in France, and which caused them
to be such dangerous vassals. Their own example had
no doubt taught them, and we find them from the
beginning distributing to the sharcholders in the great
enterprise domains scattered in all corners of the island.
This kind of chequered proprietorship subsisted to thé
fourteenth century. Froissart, indeed, remarked it :
‘“ And several times,” says he, 1t happened that when
I rode about the country with him, for the lands and
revenues of the English barons are bere and there and
much scattered, he called me and said : ¢ Froissart, do
you see that great town with the high steeple?’”t The
unfortunate Despencer who put this question was not
alone in having the lands which he owed to the prince’s
favour sown at hazard in every county; all the great
men of his style were in the same case. The king him-
self, besides, with all his court, as well as the lords,
ceaselessly went from one country house to another, by

' Edition by S. Luce, vol. i. p. 257.
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proofs were wanting of the state into which the roads
were liable to fall, even in the most frequented places,
we should find them in. a patent of Edward III.
(November 20, 1353), which orders the paving of the
highroad, a/ta via, running from Temple Bar (the
western limit of London at this period) to Westminster,
This road, being almost a street, had been paved, but
the king explains that it is““so full of holes and bogs
. and that the pavement is so damaged and broken ”
that the traffic has become very dangerous for men and
carriages. In consequence, he orders each proprietor on
both sides of the road to remake, at his own expense, a
footway of seven feet up to the ditch, usque canellum.
The middle of the road—** inter canellos "—the width
of which 1s unfortunately not given, 1s to be paved, and
the expense covered by means of a tax laid on all the
merchandise going to the staple at Westminster.!
Three years later a general tax was laid by the City
of London on all carts and horses bringing merchandise
or materials of any kind to the town. The ordinance
which imposed it, of the thirtieth year of Edward IIL.,
first states that all the roads in the immediate environs
of London are in such bad condition that the carriers,
merchants, &c., ¢ are oftentimes in peril of losing what
they bring.” Henceforward, to help the reparations, a
due would be levied on all vehicles and all laden beasts
coming to or going from the city; a penny per cart
and a farthing per horse, each way ; for a cart bringing
sand, gravel, or clay, threepence a week must be paid.

r Patent Roll, 27 Edward IIL., in Rymer (ed. 1708), vol. v. p. 774.
Sec as to the repair of this same road in 1314, thirty-nine years
earlier, * Rolls of Parliament,” vol. 1. p. 3024.
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East in the rainy season, is the fact declared in official
documents of the impossibility that existed formerly
during bad weather of responding to the most impor-
tant royal summons. Thus, for example, we see the
bulk of the members called to Parliament from all parts
of England fail at the appointed day, without the delay
being attributable to any other cause than the state of the
roads. We read thus in the record of the sittings of
the second Parliament of the third year of Edward III.
(1339) that it was necessary to declare the few repre-
sentatives of the Commons and of the nobility who had
been able to reach Westminster,  that because the
prelates, earls, barons, and other lords and knights of
the shires, citizens and burgesses of cities and boroughs
were so troubled by the bad weather that they could
not arrive that day, it would be proper to await their
coming.” I

Yet these members were not poor folks, they had
good horses, good coats, thick cloaks covering the neck,
reaching up just under the hat, with large hanging
sleeves falling over the knees ;2 no matter, the snow or
the rain, the floods, or the frost, had been strongest.
While battling each one against the weather which
hampered his journey, prelates, barons, or knights, must
have been obliged to stop their animals in some isolated
inn, and as they listened to the sound of the sleet on
the wooden panels which closed the window, feet
at the fire in the smoky room while waiting the
retreat of the waters, they thought on the royal dis-
pleasure which soon, no doubt, would show itself in

* ¢« Rolls of Parliament,” i1, p. 107.
2 See the engraving as frontispiece, p. 4.
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A COMMON CART.
(From the MS. 10 E. [V, in the British Museum. Enpelish ; Fourteenth
Century.)

CHARTER T

THE ORDINARY TRAVELLER AND THE CASUAL
PASSER-BY.

HUS kept up, the roads stretched away from the
towns and plunged into the country, interrupted
by the brocks in winter and scattered with holes ;

the heavy carts slowly followed their devious cnurme,
and the sound of grating wood accompanied the vehicle.
These carts were very common and numerous. Some
had the form of a square dung-cart, simple massive
boxes made of planks borne on two wheels; others,
a little lighter, were formed of slatts latticed with a
willow trellis: the wheels were protected by great
nails with prominent heads.! Both were used for labour

1 See representations of these carts in the manuscripts of the
fourteenth century, and especially in MS. Roy., 10 E. IV,, at the
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liament their statutes, and the purveyors their exac-
tions. Beside the carts they demanded corn, hay, oats,
beer, meat ; it was quite a little army that had to be
fed, and the requisitions cast the villages into terror.
People did what they could to be exempted; the
simplest way was to bribe the purveyor, but the poor
could not. Yet numberless regulations had successively
promised that there should never be any further abuse.
The king was powerless; under an imperfect govern-
ment the laws created to last for ever rapidly lose their
vitality, and those made at that time died in a day.
Purveyors swarmed; many gave themselves out as
king’s officers who were not so, and these were not
the least greedy. All bought at absurd prices and
limited themselves to promising payment. The statute
of 1330 shows how these payments never arrived ;
how also when twenty-five quarters of corn were taken
only twenty were reckoned because they were mea-
sured by “the heaped bushel.” T In the same way, for
hay, straw, &c., the purveyors found means to reckon
at a halfpenny for their own account what was worth
two or three pence; they ordered that provision of
wine should be brought, kept the best in order to sell
it again on their own behalf, and got paid for returning
a portion of it to those from whom they had taken it,
which singularly reversed matters. The king perceived
all this and reformed accordingly. A little time after

r ¢ Sratutes of the Realm,” 4 Edward III. ch. 3. Eight bushels
make a quarter. [The Act 25 Edward IIL stat, 5, ch. 10 (a.D.
1351) provided that every measure of corn should be striken with-

out heap, and that the royal purveyors should use this measure
(Hence the name strike for a bushel.) L. T. S.]
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spokes expanded near the hoop into ribs forming
pointed arches ; the beams were painted and gilt, the
inside was hung with those dazzling tapestries, the
glory of the age; the seats were furnished with em-
broidered cushions; a lady might stretch out there, half
sitting, half lying ; pillows were disposed in the corners
as 1f to invite sleep, square windows pierced the sides
and were hung with silk curtains.! Thus travelled
the noble lady, slim in form, tightly clad in a dress
which outlined every curve of the body, her long
slender hands caressing the favourite dog or bird.
The knight, equally tightened in bis cote-hardie, re-
garded her with a complacent eye, and, if he knew good
manners, opened his heart to his dreamy companion in
long phrases like those in the romances. The broad
forehead of the lady, who has perhaps coquettishly
plucked off her eyebrows and stray hairs, a process
about which satirists were indignant,?2 brightens up a:

! Representations of carriages of this kind are frequent in
manuscripts. Many are to be found, with two wheels and much
“ornamented, in the romance of the King Meliadus (MS, of the
fourteenth century in the British Museum, Add. 12,228, fos. 198 v¢,
243). The celebrated carriage with four wheels of the Louterell
psalter (also of fourtcenth century) is here reproduced. It is
drawn by five horses harnessed in a row. On the second sits a
postilion with a short whip of several thongs; on the fifth, that is,
the nearest to the carriage, sits another postilion with a long whip
of the shape in use at the present day. '

2 La Tour-Landry relates a story of a holy hermit who saw in a
dream his nephew’s wife in purgatory. The demons were pushing
burning needles into her eyebrows. An angel told him that it was
because she had trimmed her eyebrows and temples, and increased
her forehead, and plucked out her hair, thinking to beautify herself

and to please the world. (*“Le livre du Chevalier de La Tour-
Landry,” ed. Montaiglon, Paris, 1854. An English translation of
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fourteenth century the average price of an ox was
thirteen shillings, one penny farthing; of a sheep, one
shilling and five pence; of a cow, nine shillings and
five pence ; and a penny for a fowl.! Lady Eleanor’s
carriage then represented the value of a herd of sixteen
hundred oxen.

Scarcely less ornamented were the horse-litters some-
times used by people of rank, especially by ladies.
They were of the same shape as the carriages, being
covered with a sort of round vault, in which were cut
more or less large openings. Two horses carried them,
one before, the other behind, each being placed between
the shafts with which the machine was provided at both
ends.2

Between these luxurious carriages and the peasants’
carts there was nothing which answered to the multi-
tude of middle.class conveyances to which we are now
accustomed. True, there were some not so expensive
as those belonging to the princesses of Edward’s Court,
but they were not many. Every one at this time knew
how to ride on horseback, and it was much more
customary to employ the animals than the heavy
vehicles of the period (see frontispiece). They went
much faster, and their masters were more certain to
arrive. ‘“ The Paston Letters ” show that matters had

* Thorold Rogers, *“History of Agriculture and Prices,” i.
pp. 361-363.

2 Curious representations of such litters are to be found in
medieval manuscripts ; for instance, in the MS. 118 Frangais, in
the Bibliothé¢que Nationale in Paris, fol. 285, where two persons are
to be seen in the litter, a lady and a wounded knight (Romance
of Lancelot, fourteenth century) ; or in the MS. Roy. 18 E. 1l. in
the British Museum, fol. 7. (Chronicles of Froissart.)
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to London, that ye will ask leave, and come home,
when the horse shall be sent home again, for I hope ye
-should be kept as tenderly here as ye be at London:” 1

Women were accustomed to riding almost as much
as men, and when they had to travel they usually did
it on horseback. A peculiarity of their horsemanship
was that they habitually rode astride. The custom of
riding sidewise did not spread in England before the
latter part of the fourteenth century, and even then it
was not general. In the invaluable manuscript of the
Decretals (Roy. 10 E. IV.) in the British Museum, ladies
on horseback are constantly represented ; they always
ride astride. At one place (fol. 310) horses are shown
being brought for a knight and a lady ; both saddles
are exactly the same ; they are very tall behind, so as
to form a sort of comfortable chair. The numerous
ivories of the fourteenth century in the South Kensington
Museum and in the British Museum often represent a
lady and her lover, both on horseback, and hawking.
In almost all cases the lady unmistakably rides astride.
Both ways of riding are shown in the illuminations of
the Ellesmere manuscript of Chaucer’s ¢ Canterbury
Tales,” which illuminations belong to the fifteenth
century. The wife of Bath rides astride, and carries
large spurs, and the prioress sits sideways.

There were few places in England where the sight of
the royal cortége was not well known. The journeys
of the Court were incessant. We have seen the
motives for this above. The royal itineraries that

* «Paston Letters” (1422-1509), edited by Jas. Gairdner,
1872, vol. i, p. 49. |The spelling in this quotation is modernized

.



A WOMAN RIDING ASTRIDE (CHAUCER'S WIFE OF BATH).
(From the Ellesmere MS.)

A LADY RIDING SIDEWAYS ([CHAUCER'S PRIORESS). (. 105
(From the Ellesmere MS.)
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guarded the palace and castles, and cleared them as
much as possible from courtesans. He received from
every common harlot (meretrice communi) four pence
by way of fine, the first time that he arrested her ;
if she returned she was brought before the steward,
who solemnly forbid her ever to present herself at the
dwelling of the king, queen, or their children; the third
time she was imprisoned and the tresses of her hair
were shorn off ; the fourth time one of those hideous
punishments was resorted to which the Middle Ages in
their barbarity tolerated ; the upper lip of these women
was cut off, “‘ne de catero concupiscantur ad libidinem.” 1
There was also the chamberlain, who took care that the
interior of the house was comfortable : ¢ he has to
arrange decently for the king’s bed, and to see that the
rooms be furnished with carpets and benches;” the
treasurer of the wardrobe, who kept the accounts; the
marshal of the hall, whose mission 1t was to eject
unworthy intruders and dogs,—¢ non enim permittat
canes aulam ingredi,”—and a crowd of other officers.?
Over all must be placed the king’s seneschal or
steward, the first officer of his household, and his great
justiciar. Wherever the king went the apparatus of
justice was transported with him : when he was about
to start the steward gave notice to the sheriff 3 of the

* Lib. ii. cap. 5. An ordinance of Edward II. speaks only of
the brand by a hot iron on the forchead. (*King Edward IL’s
Houschold and Wardrobe Ordinances,” a.p. 1323, Chaucer
Society, ed. Furnivall, 1876.)

¢ Lib. ii. cap. 14, 15.

3 He sent a mandatum to this effect, which he withdrew when
the king changed his mind as to the place where he wished to go,

which happened often enough. * Debet autem senescallus nomine
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ROADSIDE HERMITS. 139

great work, but it was superficial merely. Though the
heads were beaten down, the roots remained, and the
lively parasite struck yet deeper into the heart of the
wall.

Solemn interdictions and rigorous prescriptions were
not wanting ; these cast down heads which ever rose
again. To become a hermit a man must be resolved
on an exemplary life of miseries and privations, and,
that imposture might be impossible, he must have epis-

oiciRie Y

werbinalyxbinas g

A HERMIT TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL.
(From the MS. 10 E. IV, ; English ; Fourteenth Century.)

copal sanction, that 1s, posszss testimonial letters from
the ordinary.” These rules were broken without
scruple. Inside his dwelling the not very devout
creature in hermit’s garb might lead a pretty pleasant
life, and it was so hard elsewhere ! The charity of
passers-by was enough to live upon, especially if he had
few scruples and knew how to beg ; no other labour, no
pressing obligation, the bishop was distant and the
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234 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

preserved for us by Langland shows how they secured
furs for their country customers. The author of the
“ Visions ” states how Repentance came once to Avarice,
and examined him as to his doings in usury :

‘“ “ Hastow pite on pore men that mote nedes borwe 3’

‘I have as moche pite of pore men as pedlere hath of cattes

That wolde kille hem, yf he cacche hem myghte, for coueitise of
here skynnes.

’ oy

A PEDLAR ROBBED BY MONKEYS,
(&From the MS. 10 E. IV,)

a practice which cannot fail to be deeply resented by
all lovers of cats.

‘T'he regular merchants whom Langland and Chaucer
describe, with business enough to be in debt, adorned
with Flaundrisch hats and forked beards, were a
very different sort of people ; but though no mere
wanderers, they were, too, great wayfarers. Many of
them had had to visit the continent to find market for
their goods, and for their purchases. Through them

17 Text B, pas vi |, 246,
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268 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE,

round. [n certain places the stocks were pretty high ;
they only placed the sufferer’s legs in it and he remained
thus, his body stretched on the ground in the damp, his
head lower than his feet; but this refinement of cruelty

was not habitual.?
Stocks are still to be seen in many places in England ;

THE STOCKS AT SHALFORD, NEAR GUILDFORI.
(Present state.)

for instance, in the picturesque village of Abinger, where
they stand on the green, near the churchyard. Others
in a very good state of preservation are in existence at
Shalford, near Guildford. It is not very long since
stocks ceased to be used in England ; vagabonds and

' See, besides the above engravings, representations of these
instruments of punishment in Foxe, *“ Actes and Monuments,”

London, 1563, fol. ov. 390, 1272, &c.
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The beggars were treated as * servants ” who had no
“ testimonial letters.” 1 What was insisted on was to
retain as many people as possible permanent, and thus
to hinder the disquieting peregrinations of these rovers.
As to the beggars incapable of working, they must
also cease frequenting the highroads ; they shall end
their life in the city where they may be found at the
time of the proclamation, or at most in some town near
to that in which they were born; they will be taken

A CRIPPLE AND OTHER BEGGARS.
(From the MS. 10 E. IV.)

there within forty days, and will remain there “ for the
rest of their lives.”

What is stranger, and what in default of other proofs
would show to which class students then belonged, is
that they are comprised in the same category; they
were accustomed on returning to their neighbourhood,
or on making pilgrimages or going to the university, to
hold out the hand to passers-by and to knock at the
doors as they went along. They were likened to the

$a2 Richo TL éan. 7,























































288 LENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

Ful wel biloved, and famulier was he

With frankeleyns overal in his cuntre,

And eek with worthi wommen of the toun :
* * * i *

Ful sweetly herde he confessioun,
And plesaunt was his absolucioun,
He was an esy man to yeve penance,
Ther as he wiste to han a good pitance ;
For unto a povre ordre for to geve
Is signe that a man is wel i-shreve,

s % * * *

He knew wel the tavernes in every toun,
And every ostiller or gay tapstere,”

LT UL O g

et
1o:cobhg

A WORLDLY ECCLESIASTIC,
(From the MS. 10 E. IV))

In Chaucer’s days, there were many such friars, but
there were also exceptions. I do not speak merely of
those, rather rare in the fourteenth century, who,

* Prologue to “Canterbury Tales,” ed. Morris, vol. ii, p. 7, 8.
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300 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

possessors, approve the crimes of the great, induce the
commonalty into error, and praise the sins of both ; and
with the intent of acquiring possessions, they who had
renounced possessions, with the intent of gathering
money, they who had sworn to persevere in poverty,
call good evil and evil good, leading astray princes by
adulation, the people by lies, and drawing both with

SPRINKLING DINERS WITH HOLY WATER.
(From the MS. 10 E. IV.)

themselves out of the straight path.”  Walsingham
adds that a familiar proverb in his time was, “ He is a
friar, therefore a liar” (“Hic est frater, ergo mendax”).1

The sanctity of the institution and the unworthiness
of a great many of its representatives, caused it to be at
once venerated and detested ; however contemptible be

* “ Historia Anglicana,” 186769, vol. ii. p. 13 (Rolls Serics).
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during the first years of his reign, that Richard II.
was still living and was the true king. Henry IV. had
them imprisoned; one who was brought into his
presence reproached him violently for the deposition of
Richard : “ But I have not usurped the crown, I have
been elected,” said the king. ¢ The election is null if
the legitimate king is living ; if he 1s dead he 1s dead
by your means; if he was killed by you, you can have
no title to the throne.” ¢ By my head,” cried the
prince, “I will have thine cut off!” The accused
were advised to put themselves at the king's mercy;
they refused, and demanded to be regularly tried by a
jury. Neither in the city nor in Holborn could any one
be found to sit on the jury; inhabitants of Highgate
and Islington were obliged to be fetched for the pur-
pose. These men declared the friars to be guilty ; the
poor wretches were drawn to Tyburn, hung, then
beheaded, and their heads were placed on Iondon
Bridge (1402). The convent received permission to
gather the remains of the condemned and to bury
them in a holy spot. The Islington and Highgate
jurors came weeping to the Franciscans to implore their
pardon for a verdict of which they repented. During
several years, in spite of these punishments, friars con-
tinued to preach in the country in favour of Richard
II., maintaining that he still lived, although Henry IV.
had taken care to have a public exhibition of the corpse
of that prince in London.!

In the fifteenth century, however, the reputation of
the friars only grew worse. The abuses of which they

t ¢ Rulogium historiarum,” ed, Haydon, Rolls Series, London,
1858, vol. iil. p. 392.









A GAME OF FOX AND GEESE.
(From the MS., 10 K. TV.)

CHAPITER 1L

THE PARDONERS.

(¢ TNDULGENCE"” was at first simply a commu-
tation for penance. The punishments inflicted
for sins committed were long ; fasting and

mortification had to be carried on for months and 3 years.

The faithful were permitted to transform these inter-

minable chastisements into shorter expiation. Thus a

clerk might exchange a year of penance against three

thousand lashes, reciting a psalm at each hundred.r

Tables of such exchanges were drawn up by competent

prelates ; thus, Theodore, Archbishop of Canterbury,

in the ninth century had published a tariff allowing
people to be excused of a month’s penance on bread
and water if they sung instead twelve hundred psalms

* According to Hardy, “Registrum palatinum Dunelmense,”
preface, vol. iii. p. cxxxiv,
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with bended knees; for a year’s penance the singing
was increased, and each course of psalter singing was
accompanied with three hundred strokes in the palm
of the hand (pa/mate). But it was possible to excuse
a year’s penance and escape at the same time all the
psalms, fasts, and strokes on the hand by paying a
hundred shillings in alms.!  In another such table,
drawn up by Halitgarius in the same century, we find
this additional facility, that if the sinner, sentenced to
a month’s penance on bread and water, chooses rather
the singing of psalms he may be allowed not to kneel,
but then instead of twelve hundred he will have to sing
fifteen hundred and eighty psalms. He may in the
same manner be excused of more than one month, up to
twelve,2 in which last case, if he chooses not to kneel,
he will have to sing no less than twenty thousand one
hundred and sixty psalms.

Laymen, who had their choice, frequently preferred a
payment in money, and the sums thus obtained were
usually well employed. We have seen them serve for
the support of roads and bridges; they were also
applied in re-constructing churches, in helping the sick
of a hospital, and in assisting the expenses of numerous
public enterprises. The entirety of punishments was
taken off by a plenary indulgence ; thus Urban II., at
the Council of Clermont, granted one to all those who,
through pure devotion and not to acquire booty or
glory, should go to Jerusalem to fight the infidel.

© “Theodori archiepiscopi Cantuariensis pcenitentiale,” in
Migne’s * Patrologia,” vol. xcix. col. 938 and g40.

2 ¢« Halitgarii episcopi Cameracensis liber pcenitentialis,” ip
Migne’s “ Patrologia,” vol. cv. col. 706.
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infinite merits of Christ, as has been said before, then
because the more numerous are the people reclaimed
through the use of its contents, the more it is augmented
by the addition of their merits.” I It must be admitted
that such being the case no doubt the treasury would
never be found empty, since the more was drawn
from it, the more it grew. Such is in all its simplicity
the theory of the ‘“ treasury,” which has ever since, and
with no change whatever, been acted upon.

Having so much wealth to distribute among the
faithful, the Church used to insure its repartition through
means of certain people who went about, authorized by
official letters, offering to good Christians some particle
of the heavenly wealth placed at the disposal of the
successors of St. Peter. They expected in return some
part of the much more worldly riches their hearers
might be possessed of, and which could be applied to
more tangible uses than the ¢ treasury.” The men
entrusted with this mission were called sometimes
questors, on account of what they asked, and some-
times pardoners, on account of what they gave.

Does not the name of these strange beings, whose
character is peculiar to the Middle Ages much more
than that of the friars, or any of those whom we have
just studied, recall the sparkling laugh of Chaucer, and
bring back his amusing portrait to the memory ? His
pardoner describes himself ;

“ Lordyngs, quod he, in chirches whan I preche,
I peyne me to have an hauteyn speche,

' See Appendix XIII,
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time that the poet wrote his tales, sometimes secular
priests and sometimes friars, but extremely impudent.
They dispensed with all ecclesiastic licence, and went
from hamlet to hamlet delivering speeches, showing
their relics and selling their pardons. It was a lucrative
trade, and the competition was great ; the success of the
authorized pardoners had caused a crowd of interested
pardoners to issue from the schools or the priory, or
from mere nothingness, greedy, with glittering eyes, as
-in the “Canterbury Tales”: “suche glaryng eyghen
hadde he as an hare ;" true vagabonds, infesters of the
highroads, who having nothing to care for, boldly
carried on their impostor’s trafic. They imposed it,
spoke loud, and without scruple unbound upon earth
all that might be bound in heaven. Much profit
arose from this ; Chaucer’s pardoner gained a hundred
marks a year, which might easily be, since, having
asked no authority from any one he gave no one any
accounts, and kept all the gains to himself. In his
measured language the Pope tells us as much as the
poet, and it seems as though he would recommence,
feature for feature, the portrait drawn by the old story-
teller. First, says the pontifical letter, these pardoners
swear that they were sent by the Court of Kome :
« Certain religious, who even belong to different
mendicant orders, and some secular clerks, occasionally
advanced in the ecclesiastical hierarchy, affirm that they
are sent by us or by the legates or the nuncios of the
apostolic see, and that they have received the mission to
treat of certain affairs, . . . to receive money for us
and the Roman Church, and they go about the country
under these pretexts.” We find in the same manner
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322 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE,

they recognize no superiors and thus remit little and
great penances. Lastly, they affirm that “it is in the
name of the apostolic chamber that they take all this
money, and yet they are never seen to give an account
of it to any one : “ Horret et merito indignatur animus
talia reminisci.’” 1

They went yet further, they had formed regular
associations for systematically speculating in the public
confidence ; thus Boniface IX. orders in the year 1390,
that the Bishops should make an inquiry into every-
thing that concerns these “ religious or secular priests,
their people, their accomplices, and their associations” ;
that they should imprison them ¢ without other form
of law ; de plano ac sine strepitu et figura judicii ; ”
should make them render accounts, confiscate their
receipts, and if their papers be not in order hold them
under good keeping, and refer the matter to the
sovereign pontiff.

There were indeed authorized pardoners who paid
the produce of their receipts into the treasury of the
Roman Court. The learned Richard d’Angerville (or
de Bury), Bishop of Durham, in a circular of December
8, 1340, speaks of apostolic or diocesan letters subject
to a rigorous visa, with which the regular pardoners
were furnished.2 But many did without them, and the
Bishop notices one by one the same abuses as the Pope
and as Chaucer. ¢ Strong complaints have come to
our ears that the questors of this kind, not without
great and rash boldness, of their own authority, and to
the great danger of the souls who are confided to us,
openly making game of our power, distribute indul-

' See Appendix XV, * See same Appendix.
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kingdom, sometimes too strong to be broken, somc-
times too subtle to be perceived.

Occasionally, too, the bad example came from very
high quarters ; all had not the Bishop of Durham’s
virtue.  Walsingham relates with indignation the con-
duct of a cardinal who made a stay in England in order
to negociate a marriage between Richard II. and the
emperor’s sister., For money this prelate, like the
pardoners, took off excommunications, dispensed with
pilgrimages to St. Peter, St. James, or Jerusalem, and
had the sum that would have been spent on the journey
given to him, according to an estimate ;I and it is
much to be regretted from every point of view that
the curious tariff of the expenses of a journey thus
estimated has not come down to us.

The list of the misdeeds cf pardoners was in truth
enormous, and it is found even larger on exploring
the authentic ecclesiastical documents than in the poems
of Chaucer himself. Thus in a bull of Pope Urban V.,
dated 1369, we find the description of practices which
seem to have been unknown to the otherwise experienced
“gentil pardoner of Rouncival.” These doings were
familiar to the pardoners employed by the hospital of
St. John of Jerusalem in England. They pretended to
have received certain immunities by which they could
dispence with apostolic letters, and were not bound to

' * Excommunicatis gratiam absolutionis impendit. Vota pere-
grinationis ad apostolorum limina, ad T'erram Sanctam, ad Sanctum
Jacobum non prius remisit quam tantam pecuniam recepisset,
quantam, juxta veram @stimationem, in eisdem peregrinationibus
expendere debuissent, et ut cuncta concludam brevibus, nihil

omnino petendum erat, quod non censuit, intercedente pecunia,
concedendum ” (“Historia Anglicana ”; Rolls Series, vol. i. p. 452)
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suppression of pardoners, as being men of loose life and
lying speeches, spending their profits ¢ with the prodigal
son,” remitting to sinners their sins as well as their
penances, encouraging sin by the ease of their abso-
lutions, and drawing the souls of simple people “to
Tartarus.” But this request was not listened to, and
pardoners continued to prosper for the moment.!

At the same time that they sold indulgences, the
pardoners showed relics. They had been on pilgrim-
age and had brought back little bones and fragments
of all kinds, of holy origin, they said. But although
there were credulous persons among the multitude,
among the educated class the disabused were not want-
ing who scoffed at the impertinence of the impostors
without mercy, The pardoners of Chaucer and Boc-
caccio, and in the sixteenth century of Heywood and
Lyndsay,? had the pleasantest relics. The Chaucerian
who possessed a piece of the sail of St. Peter’s boat, is
beaten by Frate Cipolla, who had received extraordi-
nary relics at Jerusalem. I will, as an especial favour,
show you,” said he, “a very holy and goodly relic,
which I myself brought aforetime from the Holy Lands
beyond seas, and that is one of the Angel Gabriel’s
feathers, which remained in the Virgin Mary’s chamber,
whenas he came to announce to her in Nazareth!”3
The feather, which was a feather from the tail of a
parrot, through some joke played upon him was

t See Appendix XV.

2 Lyndsay, “ A Satire of the Thrie Estates ” (performed 1535).
Early English Text Society; John Heywood, ¢ The Pardoner and
the Frere, the Curate and Neybour Pratte,” 1533 ; “ The foure Ps,”
1545, 3 Payne's “ Boccaccio,” vol ii. pp, 280, 287,
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me the relics to kiss : Centuplum accipies—that is, that
for one penny I take a hundred ; for accipies is spoken by
them according to the manner of the Hebrews, who use
the future tense instead of the imperative, as you have
in the book, ¢ Diliges Dominum, id est, dilige.””

Ridiculous parts are in the same way allotted to
pardoners in the farces of the old French theatre ; here
1s an example :

“ Pardoner : I mean to show you the comb of the
cock that sung at Pilate’s, and half a plank of Noah’s
great ark. . . . Look, gentlemen, here i1s a feather of
one of the seraphs near God. Don’t think it is a joke ;
here it 1s for you to see.

“Triaclenr : Gogsblood ! ’tis the quill from a goose
he has eaten at his dinner ! ” 2 and so on.

The same 1n Spain. Lazarillo de Tormes, the page
of many masters, happens, at one time, to be in the
service of a pardoner. This is the same individual as
Chaucer had described two hundred years before ; he, too,
knows how to use Latin when he finds an opportunity :
“ Hee woulde alwayes bee informed before he came,
which were learned and which not. When he came to
those which he understood were learned, he woulde be
sure never to speake worde of Latin, for feare of stumb-
ling : but used in suche places a gentle kinde of Castilian
Spanish, his tong alwayes at libertie. And contrariwise
whensoever hee was informed of the reverend Domines (1
meane such as are made priestes more for money than for

1 ¢« Pantagruel,” book ii. chap. xvii, ‘Comment Panurge
gagnoit les pardons.”

2 « Farce d’'un pardonneur, d'un triacleur et d’une taverniére "
( Viollet le Duc, “ Ancien théitre frangais,” Paris, 1854—57, vol. ii,

P+ 50).
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of ducks and geese of the poultry yard. The gesture
1s full of unction, but the eye shaded by the tawny
hair has a cruel glitter, which ought to give warning of
the peroration. But no, the poultry-yard -clucks
devoutly and fears nothing; woe to the ducks when
the mitre has fallen: “and Thou, Lord, shalt laugh at
them,” says the psalmist, exactly at this place.

What a singular knowledge of the human heart
must such individuals have had, and what curious ex-
periences they must have gone through each day! Never
were more unworthy beings clothed with greater super-
natural powers. The deformed monster squat on the
apse of the cathedral, laughs and grimaces hideously on
his airy pedestal. And into space, up into the clouds
rise the fretted spires; the chiselled needles detach them-
selves like lace upon the sky ; the saints make their eternal
prayers under the porch, the bells send forth their peals
into the air, and souls are seized as with a shiver, with that
mysterious trembling which the sublime causes men to
experience. He laughs; hearts believe themselves te
be purified, but he has seen their hideous sores, a
powerful hand—the Tempter’s hand—will touch them
and prevent their cure; the edge of the roof
reaches the clouds; but his look goes through the
garret window, he sees a beam which gives way; the
worm-eaten planks which are cracking, and a whole
people of obscure creatures which are slowly pursuing
under the wooden shafts their secular labour of demoli-
tion : he laughs and grimaces hideously.

On the further bench of the tavern the pardoner
remains still seated. There enter Chaucer, the knight,
the squire, the friar, the host—old acquaintances, We

—
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and to believe anything, a nervous and demoniacal
merriment seized upon all, and dances and lascivious
games were organized. Dancing was practised in the
cemeteries during the nights of mourning which pre-
ceded the feasts, there was dancing also during the
watch for the dead. The Council of London, in 1342,
prohibited ¢ the superstitious customs which cause
prayer to be neglected, and unlawful and indecent
meetings’ which were held in similar places.! The
Council of York, in 1367, also forbid ‘those guilty
games and follies, and all those perverse customs . . .
which transform a house of tears and prayers, into a
house of laughing and of excess.” The Gild of palmers,
of Ludlow, allowed its members to go to night-watches
of the dead, provided that they abstained from raising
apparitions and from indecent games.2  As to profes-
stonal sorcerers, they went to the stake at this period, as
happened to Petronilla of Meath, who was convicted of
having manufactured powders with “spiders and black
worms like scorpions, mingling with them a certain
herb called milfoil, and other detestable herbs and
worms.” 3 She had also made such incantations that

t Labbe, “Sacrosancta concilia,” Florence edition, vol. xxv.
col. 1177, and vol. xxvi. col. 462. In 1419, Henry Chicheley,
Archbishop of Canterbury, ordered public prayers, litanies, and
processions, to protect the King of England and his army against
the wicked operations of magicians, (Wilkins’ ¢ Concilia Magna
Britanniz,” vol. iii. p. 392.)

2 “8i vero masculus quisquam voluerit, ut est moris, ejusdem
defuncti vel defuncte nocturnis vigiliis interesse, hoc fieri permit-
tatur, dumtamen nec monstra larvarum mduccrc nec corporis vel
fame sue ludibria, nec ludos alios inhonestos, prcsumat aliqualiter
attemptare”’ (Toulmin Smith, * English Gilds,” p. 194).

3 ¢ Araneis et aliis vermlbus nigris ad modum scorpionum, cum












A PILGRIMAGE TOWN, ROCAMADOUR, IN GUYENNE.
(Present state.)

CHAFPEER 1]
PILGRIMS AND PILGRIMAGIS.

N spite of the talent of the physicians, soothsayers,
and sorcerers, there were maladies which resisted
the best rmmdms, and in this case a man promised

to go on pilgrimage, or to have himself carried there, to
beg for his cure. He went to our Lady of ‘Walsmg-
ham or to St. Thomas of Canterbury, whose medical
powers were considered, beyond comparison, the best of
all : “ Optimus egrorum medicus fit Thomas bonorum,”
was the motto stamped on the pewter ampulle, or little
flasks which pilgrims brought back as a souvenir from
Canterbury ; “for good pec::-ple that are sick, Thomas
is the best of physicians.” And surely praying at his
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uselessness of prohibitions ; the idea of the semblance
of a persecution of believers organized by an arch-
bishop only excited zeal and devotion ; men fancied the
martyr would be pleased by allowing themselves to be a
little martyred. Thus while awaiting the canonization,
assemblies collect near the tomb so numerous and
tumultuous that there happen ¢ homicides and mortal
wounds, . . . and that greater dangers yet and doubt-
less most imminent are to be feared.” I

This took place the very year after the execution ot
the saint. The official was enjoined to hinder these
meetings any how, and to disperse them until the Pope
should pronounce. Nevertheless the assemblies con-
tinued, and Henry of Lancaster wrote in 1327 to the
Archbishop of York to beg him to refer to the Sove-
reign Pontiff about it, and “to bear witness to the
fame of the miracles which God works by our very
dear lord and brother.”2 The same year the Commons
demanded the canonization of this same Thomas, which
was scarcely parliamentary business.3 In 1338,a grocer
of London sold a wooden tankard (a mazer) orna-
mented with an “image of St. Thomas of Lancaster.” 4

! “ Non absque homicidiis et aliisque l=talibus verberibus . . .
et de majoribus periculis verisimiliter imminentibus multipliciter
formidatur . . .” (a.p. 1323, “Historical Papers from the Northern
Registers,” edited by Canon Raine, 1873, p. 324, Rolls Series).

? The archbishop did write to this effect to the Pope (John
XXI1.) on February 24, 1327, asking him to make inquiry with a
view to canonization. (“Historical Papers from the Northern
Registers,” p. 340.)

3 Petition to Parliament, 1 E. ITI, 1326-7. (* Rolls of Parlia-
ment,” vol. ii. p. 7.)

4+ “ Memorials of London,” Riley, 1868, p. 203. The miracue
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did not prevent Latin hymns being composed in his
honour, as for a saint.!

The rebel was hardly dead when the popular feeling,
often unfavourable to him during his life, forthwith
recognized in him only a hero who had fought against
the common enemy, and through sympathy assigned to
him a place in heaven. The active revolt, rudely
interrupted by punishment, continued thus in the latent
state, and every one came to see God Himself take the
part of the oppressed, and proclaim the injustice of the
king by working miracles at the tomb of the con-
demned. The sovereign defended himself as he could :
he dispersed the rabble and prohibited the miracles.
Thus Edward II., on October 2, 1323, wrote “to- his
faithful John of Stonore and John of Bousser,” order-
ing an inquiry which would be followed by graver
measures. He recalled to them that « a little time ago
Henry of Montfort and Henry of Wylynton, enemies
of the king and rebels, on the advice of the royal
Court, were drawn and hanged at Bristol, and it had
been decided that their bodies should remain attached
to the gibbet, so that others might abstain from similar
crimes and misdeeds against the king.” The people
made relics of these bloody and mutilated remains,

* ¢ Salve Symon Montis Fortis
tocius flos militie,
Duras penas passus mortis,
protector gentis Angliz,
* * % k

“ Ora pro nobis, beate Symon, ut digni efficiamur promissionibus
Christi” (Hymn composed a little after the death of Simon, cited
in Warton’s *“ History of English Poetry,” edited by Hazlitt, 1871,
vol. ii. p. 48).
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These were pilgrimages for the occasion. Others
were in favour for a much longer time owing to the
reputation of the departed for sanctity, not for his
former political influence. For many years, not waiting
for the solitary to be canonized, which never happened,
men came 1n crowds, as we have seen, to visit the tomb
of Richard Rolle, the hermit of Hampole. Even in
this, fashion ruled as mistress ; some relics or tombs
of hermits or of saints enjoyed for a period universal
favour ; then all of a sudden, through some great
miracle, another saint rose to pre-eminence, and his
rivals, by degrees, dwindled into obscurity.

Sometimes the convents, which had neither relics nor
bodies of illustrious saints to attract pilgrims, nor a
marvellous thorn-tree like that of Glastonbury, would
have a pious artist to fabricate an image worthy of
attention ; 1t would be inaugurated with solemnity,
and afterwards its fame would be sounded by all
permissible means. Thomas of Burton, Abbot of
Meaux, near Beverley, relates in the chronicle of the
events concerning his rich monastery, which he him-
self wrote at the end of the fourteenth century, one
of the most remarkable facts of this kind. Abbot
Hugh of Leven, one of his predecessors, had in the
first half of the century ordered a new crucifix for the
choir of the chapel : “ And the artist never worked at
any fine and important part of his work, except on
Fridays, fasting on bread and water. And he had all
the time a naked man under his eyes, and he laboured
to give to his crucifix the beauty of the model. By
the means of this crucifix, the Almighty worked open
miracles continually. It was then thought that if
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chester, Holywell, Beverley, and other places had
also attractions for the pilgrim ; but none could stand
comparison with Walsingham and Canterbury. At
Walsingham there was a church and a chapel; in
the church, now levelled to the ground, was kept a
miraculous statue of the Virgin, and the building was
exactly similar to the Santa Casa of Loretto, which
may have been considered as a wonder in itself, for this
chapel had been built in the eleventh century, long
before the Casa was spoken of. In the church there
was a phial with milk of the Virgin in it. People
came there in numbers; the road which led to Wal-
singham was called the palmers’ way, and numerous
chapels were built along its line. The town itself was
full of inns and hospitals ; it was, in fact,a town of inns
and churches, as pilgrimage towns have generally been.

Or else people hired horses at Southwark, with relays
at Rochester, and set out for St. Thomas of Canterbury.
This was the highroad to the continent; a regular
service of hired horses had been established along it.
Twelvepence was paid from Southwark to Rochester,
twelvepence from Rochester to Canterbury, sixpence
from Canterbury to Dover. The horses were marked
with a hot iron in a prominent manner, so that un-
scrupulous travellers should not be tempted to quit the
road and appropriate their steeds.! The sanctuary of
our Lady of Walsingham and that of St. Thomas had
a European reputation, Foreigners as well as the
English had a great reverence for St. Thomas of Canter-

* Patent of 19 Richard IIL in the appendix to Mr. Karkeek’s
essay, “Chaucer’s Schipman and his Barge, * The Maudelayne,””
Chaucer Society “ Essays,” 1884.
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wallet and staff, as did all pilgrims], and begins to move
on, and takes to his road ; he looks quite like a pilgrim,
his scrip fits his neck teautifully.” But travelling alone
1s not pleasant; he meets Belin the Sheep, and persuades
him to come with him, and a little farther a donkey,
“ Bernart the arch-priest,” who was eating thistles in a
ditch ; he also secures this new companion. As night
is coming, the three, finding themselves near the
house of Primaut the Wolf, enter without ceremony
and make themselves at home, while the owners of
the place are away. They find there ¢salted meat,
cheese, and eggs . . . and good ale. Belin drinks so
much that he loses his head, and then begins to sing, and
the arch-priest to organ-bray, and Master Reynard sings
in falsetto.” But their merriment is soon at an end. The
alarm has been given; Ysengrin, Hersent, and a num-
ber of other wolves, relations, friends, compeers of
Primaut, who all of them owe grudges to Reynard,
come round and besiege the pilgrims. They escape
with great difficulty. 1ll-pleased with these grievous
adventures, they agree not to go to Rome at all,
and Reynard, to whom, rather against likeliness, the
author here lends his own thoughts, winds up the
enterprise with a speech: ‘My lords,” says he, ‘by
my head, this wandering is loathsome and tiring.
There 1s in the world many a good man that has
never been to Rome; such an one has come back
from the seven saints who is worse than he ever
was. 1 mean to take my way home, and I shall live
by my labour and seek honest earnings; I shall be
charitable to poor people.” Then they cried, ¢ Be it
50, be it so,” and they betook themselves homewards.” !
' See Appendix XVII,
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But what attracted many besides were the indulgences.
They were considerable, and the popular imagination
still further augmented their extent. The pilgrim who,
returning from Rome, came to his home, exaggerated
their number as willingly as that of the marvels which
he had seen, or thought he had seen. A pilgrim of
this kind has left his impressions of his journey in a
short poem ; he was an Englishman of the fourteenth
century, who came back from Italy dazzled by his re-
collections. His fancy is not very poetic, but we must
take into account his intention, which was merely to
collect exact figures; thus without delaying for
picturesque descriptions, he only gives us precise infor-
mation. His strong narrow devotion allowed him to
see nothing else than thousands of the bodies of
martyrs, and he enumerated them with perseverance.
By thousands also are reckoned the years of indulgence
which he flashes as a lure in the eyes of his f%llow
countrymen,

“ Gif men wuste (knew), grete and smale,
The pardoun that is at grete Rome,
Thei wolde tellen in heore dome (in their opinion),
Hit were no neod to mon in cristiante
To passe in to the holy lond ouer the see
To Jerusalem, ne to Kateryne.” ?

But to begin with, he must give an abridgment of the
history of Rome ; it is a city to which first came the
Duchess of Troy with her two sons, Romulus and Ro-

by G. F. Warner, Roxburghe Club, 1885, p. §8. This version of
the tale is of the fifteenth century, but the story itself is much
older.

1 [e., St. Catherine on Mount Sinai.
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“ Seint Luik while he liued in londe,
Wolde haue peynted hit with his honde,
And whon he hedde ordeyned so
Alle colours that schulde ther to,

He fond an ymage al a-pert,

Non such ther was middelert,

Mad with angel hond and not with his
As men in Rome witnesseth this,” T

Other towns in Italy could almost rival Rome
with the precious relics in their churches; Venice
especially was full of wonders of all sorts, and was
admired and visited accordingly, as may be seen from the
travelling notes of a troop of French pilgrims in the
year 1395. In this “ most excellent, noble, great and
fine town all seated in the sea” may be seen the arm of
““ our Lord St. George,” the burdon of St. Nicholas, one
of the water-pots of Cana, one ear of St. Paul, some of
the “roasted flesh of St. Lawrence turned to powder,”
three of the stones thrown at St. Stephen, the body of
St. Mark, “which is a very fine and noble thing.”
Besides, there is ¢ in the Maison-Dieu of Venice one of
the molar teeth of a giant that was called Goliath, which

t “The Stacions of Rome” (fourteenth century), edited by
F. J. Furnivall, Early English Text Society, 1867. Another ver-
sion of the same poem, with various readings, was printed in
“ Political, Religious, and Love Poems,” by the same editor
(Early English T'ext Society), in 1866, p. 113. See in this last
volume notes by Mr. W. M. Rossetti on the ‘ Stacions,” pp.
xxi-xlviii, He compares the information furnished by the author
of the poem to that given by the Italian Francino in the book com-
posed by him in 1600, on the same subject, Mr. Rossett
indicates also what is still shown at Rome of the relics named in
the * Stacions.”






330 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

The same rule is found in the Gild of Fullers of Lincoln,
founded in 1297 ; the pilgrim going to Rome was accom-
panied as far as the Queen’s Cross outside the town if he
left on a Sunday or a feast-day ; and'if he could let them
know of his return and it were not a working day, all
went to meet him at the same place and accompanied
him to the monastery. Again, the tailors also give a
half-penny to him among them who is going to Rome
or St. James, and a penny to him who goes to the Holy
Land. The ordinances of the Gild of the Virgin,
founded at Hull in 1357, had : ¢ If any brother or sister
of the gild wishes at any time to make a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land, then, in order that all the gild may
share in his pilgrimage, he shall be fully released from
his yearly payment until his return.”

There were also gilds which kept open house to
receive the pilgrims, always with the same object of
joining themselves by some good work to that of the
traveller. Thus the gild-merchant of Coventry, founded
in 1340, maintained ‘““a common lodging-house of thir-
teen beds,” to receive poor travellers who cross the
country going on pilgrimage or from any other pious
motive. This hostelry was directed by a governor, aided
by a woman who washed the feet of the travellers and
took care of them. The annual expenditure on this
foundation was ten pounds sterling.!

When one of the king’s servants had a pilgrimage to
make, the prince, understanding his motive, w1l]mgly
authorized him to depart, and even helped him with
money. Edward IlI. gave to William Clerk, one of his
messengers, one pound six shillings and eightpence, to

t Toulmin Smith, * English Gilds,” pp. 157, 177, 180, 182, 231.
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that the excesses of impiety clashed with the excesses
of fervour, and it was thus that, for example, the false
pardoner, a retail merchant of the merits of saints, met
the bleeding flagellant upon the highway.! The papacy
mlght show great good sense by the condemnations which
it hurled against both ;2 its decrees did not suffice to
restore the equilibrium c:f men’s minds, and the bounds
of reason were continually being passed ; in ardent piety
as in impious revolt men went to the verge of madness.
It i1s painful to read the recital of the obscene sacrileges
committed in York Cathedral by the partizans of the
Bishop of Durham, and yet the facts cannot be
doubted, we have the archbishop himself reporting
them.3 Faith disappeared, or was transformed ; men
became at once sceptical and intolerant. It 1s not at all
the modern serenely cold and imperturbable scepticism,
it 1s a violent movement of the whole nature which

* “In which year (1350) there came into England certain
penitents, noblemen and foreigners, who beat their bare bodies
very sharply, to the effusion of blood, now weeping, now singing ;
yet, as was said, they did this too unadvisedly, being without licence
from the apﬂsmlic see” (Walsingham, * Historia Anglicana,” Rolls
Series, vol. i. p. 275). Compare Robert de Avesbury, * Hist.
Edwardi Tertu,” ed. Hearne, Oxoni, 1720, p. 179. The flagellants
whipped themselves with knotted cords furnished with nails, they
prostrated themselves to the ground with their arms crossed,
singing,

2 The flagellants were condemned by Clement VL. in 1349 ; he
ordered the archbishops, bishops, &c., to have them lmpnsuncd
(Labbe, “ Sacrosancta Concilia,” F]crcncc ed., vol. xxv. col, 1153).

3 Letter of the Archbishop of York to his official, * Historical
Papers from the Northern Registers,” ed. Raine, pp. 397-399.
The guilty were not unimportant vagabonds ; one has the title of
magister, another is professor ot civil law,
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win over by gifts God and the saints, whom we ought
to appease by good works and by the amendment of our
sins,” T Very instructive reading is that of the last acts
and wills of the rich lords of the fourteenth century.
Pages are filled with bequests made from motives of
devotion ; gifts are left to all the shrines, convents,
chapels, and hermits, and testators go so far as to make
pilgrimages after death by proxy, paying for them.
The same Humphrey Bohun who sent “a good man
and true” to the tomb of Thomas of Lancaster, also
ordered that after his death a priest should be sent to
Jerusalem, “ chiefly,” said he, “for my lady mother,
and for my lord father, and for ourselves,” with the
obligation to say masses at all the chapels where he
could along the journey.2

Asto the Crusades, men were always talking of them,
perhaps more than ever, only they did not make them.
In the midst of their wars kings reproached one another
with being the only hindrance to the departure of the
Christians ; there was always some useful incident
which detained them. Philip of Valois and Edward
III. protest that if it were not for their enemy they
would go to fight the Saracen. It is the fault of the
English,” writes Philip, that ¢ the holy journey beyond
sea has been hindered ” ; 3 it is the doing of the King

t “Tes louenges du roy Louys xij.,” par Claude de Seyssel,
Paris, 1508,

2 ¢ A Collection of the Wills of the Kings and Queens of Eng-
land,” &c., printed by ]. Nichols, London, 1780, Will of Humphrey
Bohun, Earl of Hereford and Essex, who died 1361, p. 54.

3 Robert of Avesbury, * Historia Edwardi Tertii,” ed. Hearne
Oxford, 1720, p. 63.






38€ ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

A Sarazin if I slee shall,
I slee the soule forth withall,
And that was never Cristes lore.”

It was found convenient, however, to talk of Crusades,
and some still believed that they would be made. For this
Elizabeth de Burgh, Lady Clare, desired that five men-at-
arms should fight in her name in case there should
be a ¢ common voyage” within seven years following
her death.2 The merit of their works would be
attributed to her, and they would receive a money com-
pensation amounting to 100 marks each. But the com-
mon voyage remained a project for ever, and the only
expeditions set on foot were private enterprises.3

In this case religious enthusiasm was not the only
lever ; the chivalric and stirring instincts which filled this
age of combats caused half the devotion which urged
these little troops to start. A good number of them
came from England; the English were already, and
even before that time, great travellers, as they are now.
They were to be met with everywhere, and also, as
now, their knowledge of French served them in some
degree in every country on the Continent. It was the
language of the upper classes, as Mandeville ” reminds
us,4 it was also that which was spoken in the East by

t « Confessio Amantis,” Pauli’s edition, vol. ii. p. §8.

2 She died November 4, 1360, Nichols’ “ Wills of Kings and
Queens,” &c., 1780, p. 29.

3 The last effective Crusade ended in 1272, with the return of
Prince Edward (Edward I.) to take the crown on his father’s death.
These holy wars had covered a period of nearly two hundred
years., [L. T. S.] _

+ He says (in French): ““And know that I would have put this
little book into Latin for brevity, but because many understand
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may be put in a safe place unknown to anybody, and
there kept until I send some servant of mine for her
with a letter from myself, for I would do more for you
in greater matters. And I pray you, thwart me not
about putting her in a safe place, for you alone, and no
one else are lord in Mantua.

“The Camp under Verona, August 9, 1378.

“ P.S.—I beseech by all means that [the] said Janet
may not quit Mantua, but be in safe custody, and so
you will have obliged me for ever.”

No less determined as a warrior than as a lover, and
accustomed, as 1t seems, in both cases, to put people
to flight, William Gold was made a citizen of Venice
in recc}‘gmtion for his services on April 27, 1380, and in
July of the same year received from the Doge Andrea
Contarini a pension of §oo gold ducats for life.!

With a rather different bent of mind, though not averse
either to adventures, other little troops left England,
beginning their long journey owards the Holy Land.
They did not usually start on so distant an expedition
without being furnished with letters from their sove-
reign, which might serve both as passport and as
recommendation in case of need. The tenor of these
documents was nearly alike and similar to that of the
following letter granted by Edward IIL. in 1354 :
“Know all men that the noble Jean le Meingre,? knight,

' Rawdon Brown, “ Calendar of State Papers relating to English

Affairs . . . at Venice,” London, 1864, vol. i. pp. 24, 29 ; original
In Latin,

2 Marshal of France. Rymer calls him “ Johannes Meyngre,
dictus Bussigand,” Asto Boucicaut and his son, also a marshal of

France, see Delaville le Roulx, ¢ La France en Orient, au XIV®,
Sidcle,” Paris, 1886, vol.i. pp. 160-162.
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in 1396. They reached Cyprus on their way home,
after a fearful storm, in which their lives were greatly
imperilled. As soon as the king heard of their having
landed he sent to them provisions in plenty : a hundred
poultry, twenty sheep, two oxen, much good wine and
good white bread. Then he asked them to his Court,
and when they came called the queen and his children
to help him in receiving them, and being himself a
great huntsman, he begged them to go to the hunt
with him, a pleasant offer after so many trials, and not
one to be refused.

With the notion of the pilgrimage was largely
associated that of the adventures which were to be had
at the various places and along the road ; they were
even sought, if necessary, and then the religious object
disappeared in the crowd of profane incidents, Thus,
in 1402, De Werchin, Seneschal of Hainault, announced
his project of a pilgrimage to St. James of Spain, and
his intention to accept the friendly combat of arms with
any knight for whom he should not have to turn from
his road more than 20 leagues. He announced his
itinerary beforehand, so that any one might make ready.!

The strange man, Jean de Bourgogne by name, who
chose to sign his book of travels  Jean de Mandeville,” 2

t ¢« Chronique de Monstrelet,” lib. 1. chap. vii.

2 The voyages called “Mandeville’s Voiage and Travaile”
were assuredly written in the fourteenth century in French, then
were translated into Latin and English., Only the portion relating
to Egypt, Palestine, and Syria, may have been founded on a real
journey. The article * Mandeville,” by Mr. E. B. Nicholson and
Colonel Yule in “The Encyclopzdia Britannica” (gth edition) ;
a paper, “ Untersuchungen iiber Johann von Mandeville und die
Quelle seiner Reiseschreibung,” Berlin, 1888 (printed in *“Zeit-
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tion of the places through which a crusade might be
- led against the infidels, for this prince, like his pre-
decessors, continued dreaming of a crusade. Lannoy
gives a detailed account of each town, stating what
sorts of provisions in wood, water, &c., may be found
in each country, in what plains an army can be easily
arrayed, in what ports a fleet shall be safe. He gives
the greatest attention to Egypt, and describes its several
towns : “Item. There is Cairo, the chief town of
Egypt, on the river Nile which comes from Paradise.” !
But the Crusade, in anticipation of which he wrote,
never took place, and the next military expedition which
should reach Syria through Egypt was destined to be
that of Bonaparte in 1798.

Besides the history of a journey to Egypt, Palestine,
Syria, Central Asia, and China, Mandeville ” gives
the description of a number of countries peopled by
imaginary monsters. This fantastic part of his work
did not diminish its success, quite the contrary ; it was
translated into most European languages, and above
300 MSS. of it now remain. But we, less confiding
than our fathers, do not willingly accept the excuse
which he gives us as a guarantee of (at least) his good
faith : «Things that are long past away from sight fall
into oblivion, and the memory of man cannot retain
and comprehend everything.™ 2 |

Many books came after his, much more detailed and
practical. While the renewal of the Crusades ap-
peared less and less probable, the number of individual

1 « A Survey of Egypt and Syria . .. from a MS. in the
Bodleian Library,” Archmologia, vol. xxi. pp. 281, 319.
2 Sloane MS. 1464, fo. 3, British Museum.












393 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE,

fayne to ete of yowre owne.” It would even be
prudent to take some poultry : “ Also by yow a cage
for half a dozen of hennys or chekyn to have with
yow in the galey ; ” half a bushel of seed to feed them
must not be forgotten.! You must also have remedies,
« confortatyuys, laxatyuys, restoratyuys,” saffron,
pepper, spices. On arrival at a port it is well to leap
ashore one of the first, in order to get served before
others, and not to have the leavings; this counsel
of practical selfishness often recurs. On land heed
must be taken as to the fruits: ““beware of dyuerse
frutys, for they be not acordyng to youre complexioun,
and they gender a blody fluxe, and yf an Englyschman
haue that sykenes hyt ys a maruel and scape hyt but he
dye thereof.” Once in Palestine, attention must be
given to the robbers ; if you don’t think of it the
Saracens will come and talk familiarly with you, and,
under favour of conversation, will rob you; * Also
take goyd hede of yowre knyves and other smal
thynges that ye ber apon yow, for the Sarsenes wyl go,
talkyng wyth yow and make goyd chere, but they wyl
stele fro yow that ye haue and they may.” At Jaffa
you must not forget to get first, in order to have the
best donkey, ¢ Also when ye schal take yowre asse at
port Jaffe, be not to longe behynde yowre felowys ; for
and ye com by tyme ye may chese the beste mule, other
asse, for ye schal pay no more fore the best then for
the worst. And ye must yeve youre asman curtesy a
grot.”2 This last recommendation shows the high

t %A good preuysyoun,” ¢ Itineraries,” pp. 5, 6.

o Tbid. The same scramble for asses is going on even now in
Palestine and Egypt.
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at certain places they meet officers entrusted with the
permit of the ¢ Soudan,” as to all affairs concerning
foreigners. These officers are called ¢“consulles.” They
find European merchants established and doing much
trade in the port of the infidel ; they have, in fact,
nothing to fear seriously but the local wars, about
which they were pretty sure to get timely information,
and calamitous encounters at sea. William Wey and his
companions learn with much uneasiness on their return
that a Turkish fleet with dubious purpose 1s ready to
quit Constantinople, but happily they do not meet it.

It is interesting to compare the experiences of both
troops of pilgrims, the French and the English; very
often they are similar. The lord of Anglure got 1nto
Jerusalem very easily, and with the proper authorization:
“ Shortly after, we started thence on foot, and with the
license of the licutenant of the Sultan we entered the
holy city of Jerusalem at the hour of vespers, and
were all received and lodged in the hospital where it is
customary now for pilgrims to stay.” They travel by
land without much difficulty from Palestine to Egypt,
and go down the Nile, a large river, where “ live several
serpents called cokatrices,” otherwise crocodiles ; which
river ¢ comes from Paradise.” There only they have a
rather narrow escape, being attacked in their boat by
““ Arab robbers,” and some of their troop are wounded
with arrows, but none is killed. They were at that
time returning from a visit to the hermitage where * St.
Anthony and his little pig ” had lived.

It is needless to say that, if Rome was full of relics,
there was no want of them in Jerusalem. All the
places named in the Gospel seem to have been identified
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for the grim inhabitants of the pyramids : “‘Thei ben
alle fulle of serpentes. And aboven the gernerers with
outen ben many scriptures of dyuerse languages. And
sum men seyn that they ben sepultures of grete Lordes,
that weren somtyme ; but that is not trewe ; for all the
comoun rymour and speche is of alle the peple there,
bothe far and nere, that thei ben the garneres of Joseph.
And so fynden thei in here scriptures and in here
cronycles. On that other partie, yif the werein sepul-
tures, thei scholden not ben voyd with inne. For yee
may well knowe that tombes and sepultures ne ben not
made of suche gretnesse ne of suche highnesse. Wher-
fore it is not to beleve that thei ben tombes or sepul-
tures.”! Strange it is but yet a fact, that this powerful
mode of reasoning has not convinced such sceptics as
Mariette and Maspero.

Besides the pyramids, the companions of the Lord of
Anglure notice and greatly praise the houses with their
terraces, the mosques and their *“fine lamps,” and it 1s
curious to observe that these same fine lamps, admired
in 1396 when they were fresh and new by our pil-
grims, can be seen now without going so far, for they
are in the South Kensington Museum. The Egyptian
animals, too, are noted by our travellers as being very
striking ; besides the crocodiles there are the tall-necked
giraffes, and then the elephants. A very strange beast
an elephant : “ It could never bend to the ground to get
its food on account of its great height, but it has in its
snout something like a bowel, put at the further end

i « Voiage and Travaile of Sir John Maundeville,” ed. Halli-
well, 1866, p. 52.
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in its essential elements identical with the Parliament
which prepared the statutes of the kingdom under the
last Plantagenet princes. In the fourteenth century,
whatever some thinkers, too much affected by the glory
of Simon de Montfort and of St. Louis, may have said,
humanity was not stopped on its way. There needs no
other proof of this than the host of truly modern ideas
which were spread throughout society; among the
upper class under the influence of a higher education
and larger intercourse with foreign countries ; among
the lower class through the effects of long experience
of common abuses ; ideas made popular and rendered
practical by the nomades—ignorant workmen, single-
hearted preachers. All those unreasonable freaks, all
the madnesses of the religious spirit, those incessant
revolts and follies which have been remarked, would
make men discontented with false and dangerous thoughts
and sentiments, which 1t was necessary to push to an
extreme in order to become unbearable and be rejected.

On a number of similar points, whether he were the
partizan or the object of reform, as working man or as
pardoner, whether he were an unconscious instrument
or not, the wanderer will always have much to teach
whoever will question him. For good or evil it may
be said that the wanderers acted as ‘“microbes” in
medizval history, a numerous, scarcely visible, power-
ful host. They will perhaps tell the secret of almost
incomprehensible transformations, which might have
seemed to necessitate a total overturn, like that which
took place in France at the end ot the last century, a
new or rather a first contrat social. England, for many
reasons, has not required this ; one among those reasons
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IIL (p. 64).

LonpoN BRIDGE AND ITS MAINTENANCE.

At the end of his edition of the “ Liber niger scaccarii,”
London, 1771, vol. i. pp. 470-478, the antiquary Hearne
printed a series of curious Letters Patent relating to London
Bridge. That of John, commending Isembert to the city, is
given before (Appendix I.). There follow, an order of John
devoting the tax paid by foreign merchants established in Lon-
don to the support of the bridge (Close Roll, 15 John m. 25
a patent of Henry 11L. addressed ¢ to the brothers and chap-
lains of the chapel of St. Thomas on London Bridge, and to
the other persons living on the same bridge,” to inform them
that the convent of St. Catherine’s Hospital, near the Tower,
would receive the revenues and would take charge of the repairs
of the bridge for five years (Patent 5o Hen.%[l. m. 43, No.
129); grant of the same revenues and charge to the queen for
six years (54 Hen. III. m. 4, No. 11); patent of Edward I.
(January, 1281), ordering a general collection throughout the
kingdom to ward off the bad condition of the edifice (g Ed.
I. m. 27) ; patent of the same king ordering the levy of an
extraordinary tax on account of the catastrophe which has
happened.

“Rex majori suo London’ salutem. Propter subitam
ruinam pontis London’ vobis mandamus quod associatis vobis
duobus vel tribus de discretioribus et legalioribus civibus civi-
tatis praedictae, capiatis usque ad parliamentum nostrum post
Pasch’ prox’ futur’, in subsidium reparationis pontis predicti,
consuetudinem subscriptam, videlicet, de quolibet homine
transeunte aquam I'hamisiz ex transverso ex utraque parte
pontis London’ de London’ usque Suthwerk et de Suthwerk
usque London’ occasione defectus reparationis pontis predicti
unum quadrantem, de quolibet equo sic transeunte ibidem
unum denarium, et de quolibet summagio sic ibidem transeunte
unum obolum, Set volumus quod aliquid ibidem hac occa-
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On the question of sanctuaries the councils are explicic ;
“ Firmiter prohibemus ne quis fugientes ad ecclesiam, quos
ecclesia debet tueri, inde violentes abstrahat, aut Ipsos circa
ecclesiam obsideat, vel eisdem substrahat victualia.,”” Concilium
provinciale Scoticanum, A.p. 1225, in Wilkins’ ¢ Concilia
Magnz Britanniz,” London, 1737, vol. i. p. 616.

It was needful to take good care that the refuge was in a
true church; duly consecrated. This is shown by the reports
of cases in the Year Books. Hereis a case of the time of
Edward I, :— :

“ Quidem captus fuit pro latrocinio, et ductus coram
justiciariis et inculpatus, dixit: Domine, ego fui in ecclesia de
N. et dehinc vi abstractus, unde imprimis peto juris beneficium
quod mittar retro unde ibi fui vi abstractus.— Fusticiarius, Nos
dicimus quod ecclesia illa nunquam fuit dedicata per episcopum.
—Priso. Sic, domine.— Fusticiarius. Inquiratur per duodecim :
—OQui dixerunt quod illa ecclesia nunquam fuit dedicata per
episcopum.— fusticiarins. Modo oportet te respondere—
Priso. Sum bonus et fidelis: ideo de bono et malo pono, etc,
(formula of submission to the decision of a jury, patriam).—
Duodecim nominati exiverunt ad deliberandos (51c)0" = Near
Books,” edited by A. Horwood, 1863, vol. i. p. 541 (Rolls
Series). Here the final result is not given. The Year Books
not infrequently make mention of cases where the right of
sanctuary is invoked, which shows that thieves did not neglect
this advantage. ;

The abuses resulting from the right of sanctuary, especially
with reference to St. Martin’s le Grand in London, are
described as follows in one of the Commons’ petitions : ¢ Item
prient les communes, coment diverses persones des diverses
estatz, et auxi apprentices et servantz des plusours gentz, si
bien demurrantz en la citee de Loundres et en les suburbes
d’icell, come autres gentz du roialme al dite citée repairantz,
ascuns en absence de lour meistres, de jour en autre s’enfuyent
ove les biens et chatelx de lour ditz mestres & le college de
deint Martyn le Grant en Loundres, a I'entent de et sur
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Bull of Pope Urban V. ¢ contra quastores hospitalis
Jerusalem in Anglia,” 1369:

¢ Urbanus . . . archiepiscopo Cant. ejusque suffraganeis, salu-
tem. . . . Nuper dilectis filiis Johanne Sancti Dunstani West.,
Ricardo B, Marizz Wolnoth, rectoribus, et Philippo de Braunton,
ac Willelmo de Eya, perpetuis vicariis parochialibus ecclesiarum
London. Exon. et Norwicen. dioec. ac nonnullis aliis rectoribus
. . . nobis referentibus percepimus, quod quastores priorum,
preceptorum et confratrum domorum hospitalis S. Johannis
Jerusalemitani in Anglia, de voluntate, conniventia, ratihabi-
tione, seu mandato dictorum priorum . . . in pluribus contra
juris et rationis metas impudenter excedunt, . . . nonnulli
tamen quastores priorum et confratrum predictorum, gratia
queastus hujusmodi . . . ad rectorum et vicariorum hujus-
modi ecclesias accedentes, et se ad pradicandum seu ex-
poniendum populo hujusmodi negotia quastuaria offerentes, licet
congrue et legitime requisiti, literas sedis apostolice vel
dioecesani loci eisdem rectoribus seu vicariis sic requirentibus,
ostendere seu exhibere penitus non curarunt neque curant;
quin verius de voluntate, conniventia seu mandato de quibus
pradicitur, denegarunt expresse contra constitutiones canonicas
. . . pretendentes ipsos priores et fratres pro se et eorum
quzstoribus in ea parte fore notorie privilegiatos, licet hoc neque
notorium fuerit neque verum; et ut quadam astutia colorata
ipsos rectores, et vicarios exhibitionem literarum hujusmodi sic
petentes, acrius fatigent laboribus et expensis, ipsos eo quod
exhibitionem literarum hujusmodi sic deposcebant et de-
poscunt, tanquam injuriatores contra eorum privilegia mani-
festos, et quastuum suorum impeditores proclamarunt et pro-
clamant, ipsosque ea occasione coram eorum conservatori-
bus seu subconservatoribus ad loca diversa et quandoque
valde remota fecerunt et faciunt ad judicium evocari, et per
conservatores sive subconservatores hujusmodi contra eosdem
processus indebitos fieri, eosque nonnunquam excomtunicari,
aggravari et denunciari licet de facto, ac alia eis gravamina
quamplura inferri procurarunt et procurant, in ipsorum
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centia fidedignorum quamplurimum relatio perduxit quod
quidam religiosi diversorum etiam mendicantium ordinum et
nonnulli clerici  s@culares etiam in dignitatibus constituti,
asserentes se a nobis aut a diversis legatis seu nuntiis sedis
apostolice missos, et ad plura peragenda negotia diversas
facultates habere per partes, in quibus es pro nobis et Ecclesia
Romana thesaurarius deputatus, discurrunt, et veras vel
pretensas, quas se habere dicunt, facultates fideli et simplici
populo nunciant et irreverenter veris hujusmodi facultatibus
abutentes, suas fimbrias, ut vel sic turpem et infamem quas-
tum faciant, impudenter dilatant, et non veras et pratensas
facultates hujusmodi mendaciter simulant, cum etiam pro
qualibet parva pecuniarum summula, non peenitentes, sed
mala conscientia satagentes iniquitati suz, quoddam mentite
absolutionis velamen pratendere, ab atrocibus delictis, nulla
vera contritione, nullaque debita pracedenti forma (ut verbis
illorum utamur) absolvant ; male ablata, certa et incerta, nulla
satisfactione przvia (quod omnibus szculis absurdissimum est)
remittant ; castitatis, abstinentiz, peregrinationis ultramarinz,
seu beatorum Petri et Pauli de urbe aut Jacobi in Compos-
tella apostolorum, et alia quavis vota, Jevi compensatione
commutent ; de haresi vel schismate nominatim aut incidenter
cnndemnatﬂs, absque eo quod in debita forma abjurent et
quantum possunt debite satisfaciant, non tantum absolvant,
sed in integrum restituant; cum illegitime genitis, ut ad
ordines et beneficia promoveri possint, et intra gradus pro-
hibitos copulatis aut copulandis dispensent, et eis qui ad partes
infidelium absque sedis pradict licentia transfretarunt, vel
merces prohibitas detulerunt, et etiam qui Romana aut aliarum
ccclesiarum possessiones, Jura, et bona occuparunt, excom-
municationis et alias sententias et pcenas, et quaevis interdicta
relaxent, et indulgentiam quam felicis recordationis Urbanus
Papa V1. pradecessor noster, christifidelibus certas basilicas
et ecclesias dicta urbis instanti anno visitantibus concessit, et
quaze in subsidium Terrz Sanctz accedentibus conceduntur,
quibusvis elargiri pro nihilo ducant, , . . et quastum, quem
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= GREAT ART BOOKS
s EDITED BY JOSEPH PENNELL.

# Lithography and Lithographers:
ok SOME CHAPTERS IN THE HISTORY OF THE ART.

c"| With Technical Remarks and Suggestions by JosEPH and ELIZABETH
RoBINs PENNELL. Together with 154 Illustrations, besidesa Frontispiece
= Portrait of Joseph Pennell by JAMES McNEILL WHISTLER, and other
- original lithographs by A. Legros, W. Strang, C. H. Shannen, A. Lunois,
=% J. McLure Hamilton and T. R, Way. (134 X 10} inches, xiii + 279 pp.)
-5 43 13s. 6d. net. Also, a Fine Edition signed by JOSEPH PENNELL ;
“F on Japan paper, £15 I§s. net.

“The selection is done as admirably as the reproduction, which is saying much. ... The
authors . .. . present, in fact, the first complete and intelligent historical survey of the art in the
different countries of the world.”"—5&£. Fames's Gazetle. 3

“ The present volume contains a great number of admirably-reproduced examples by many

=
9%- artists, and these illustrate in a very complete manner, not only the growth of ideas in regard to
<5 lithography, but also the varied possibilities of the stone in different hands," —Moruing Fost.

“ The Greatest English Artist since Hogarth.’

“'The Work of Charles Keene.

.g With Introduction and Comments by JOSEPH PENNELL, and numerous
< Pictures illustrative of the artist's method and vein of humour ; to which
S is added a Bibliography of Selected Works and Notes by W. H. CHESSON.
:EE The Edition is limited to 750 copies (250 of these for America) , an Ordinary
e Edition at £3 13s. 6d. net, and 15 copies of a Fine Edition at
& 415 15s. net,

& “This work....will be a revelation even to those who are beginning 1o estimate this
‘f—i' consummate artist at his troe ment"—ZLiterature,
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A

“ Mr. Pennell's is the fullest critical appreciation of Keene we have yet had."—Daily News.

“ Extraordinarily good and well worth having . . .. we thank Mr, Pennell very warmly for the
thorough performance of a task that called out to be accomplished."—Daily Chronicie. C

“The bibliography by Mr. W. H. Chesson ... .is a labour of real merit and value, carried

out in a thorough and workmanlike manner."—Graphic.
“ The Masterpiece of a Great Spanish Artist.”

PABLO DE SEGOVIA:

The Adventures of a Spanish Sharper.
BY FRANCISCO DE QUEVEDO.

Ilustrated with over 100 Drawings by DANIEL VIERGE. With an Introduction
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b on * Vierge and his Art " by JosEPH PENNELL ; and “ A Critical Essay
"ok on Quevedo, and his {Nritinga,” by H. E. WATTS, Super royal 4to,
-k parchment, old style (limited edition), £3 13s. 6d. net.

“*| London : T. FISHER UNWIN, PATERNOSTER SQUARE.

"

ST oo oo o oo o o R

T T T 20 0 0 O 00 0 0 2 2 0 A O e A R e X

LI



{CUBA anDp PORTO RICO

WITH THE OTHER ISLANDS OF

THE WEST INDIES,

BY ROBERT T, HILL,

Of the United States Geological Survey.

BAHAMAS, A valuable Work of Reference.
JAMAICA, A Segientific Presentation.
- HAITI, An indispensable Guide.
SAN DOMINGO, A readable Narrative.
shoes, ST. THOMAS, 500 Pages.
Climat
5 > ST. KITTS, 160 Illustrations.
i
ANTIGUA, Price 16s.
Products,
. MONTSERRAT,
Minerals,
Agriculture, « His book GUADELOUPE, L
Scenery, is a very good MARTINIQUE,
: example of its
} Topography, kind, carefully writ- ST. LUCIA,
ten, full of the infor-
Sanitation, mation thatis required.” BARBADOS,
Pecst —The Times.
S0P ‘““He has written the most ST. VINCENT,
‘Transportation, | important book that has been
E * | published on the subject.’— GRENADA,
Statistics, Chicago Tribune.
History ‘“His volume of 429 pages, with TRINIDAD.
7 profuse Illustrations and an index, forms
Routes of travel, | a little condensed library of reference.”— &
- : N. Y. Times. ik
Administration, “The book is well and ably written . . . is
Accessibility, brightened by a truly magnificent series of photo-
graphs . . . beautifully reproduced on fine paper.”—
Possibilities. Edinburgh Scolsman.

Tourists to Cuba, Porto Rico and the West Indies will find this a
. most reliable and the only General Handbook. -

T. FISHER UNWIN, PATERNOSTER SQUARE, LONDON.
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THE ~TALES AOF IO
OLIVER: -‘HOBBES

With a Frontispiece Portrait of the Author

Second Edition. Crown 8vo., cloth, 68.

<

“ The cleverness of them all is extraordinary,”—Guardian.

“ The volume proves how little and how great a thing it is to write a
‘Pseudonym,” Four whole ‘Pseudonyms’ , , . are easily contained
within its not extravagant limits, and these four little books have given
John Oliver Hobbes a recognized position as a master of epigram and
narrative comedy.”"—St. Fames's Gaselte,

“ As her star has been sudden in its rise so may it stay long with us !
Some day she may give us something better than these tingling, pulsing,
mocking, epigrammatic morsels."— Times,

“ There are several literary ladies, of recent origin, who have tried
to come up to the society ideal ; but John Oliver Hobbes is by far the
best writer of them all, by far the most capable artist in fiction. . . .
She is clever enough for anything."—Saturday Review.

THE ‘HERB MOGIN

JOHN OLIVER HOBBES

Third Edition, Crown 8vo,, cloth, B8.

w

“The jaded reader who needs sauce for his literary appetite cannot
do better than buy ‘ The Herb Moon.'"—JZListerary World.

““A book to hail with more than common pleasure, The epigram-
matic quality, the power of rapid analysis and brilliant presentation
are there, and added to these a less definable quality, only to be
described as charm. ., . ., ‘The Herb Moon’ is as clever as most of
its predecessors, and far less artificial,”"—A thenaum.

11, Paternoster Bulldings, London, E.C. 4
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THE "RAIDERS

~S. R. CROCKETT

Esghth Edition. Crown 8vo., cloth, Gm.
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“A thoroughly enjoyable novel, full of fresh, original, and
accurate pictures of life long gone by.”—Daily News.

“ A strikingly realistic romance.”"—Morning Post.

“ A stirring story. . . . Mr. Crockett’s style is charming. My
Baronite never knew how musical and picturesque is Scottish-
English till he read this book.”—Punch.

“ The youn%;aters have their Stevenson, their Barrie, and now
a third writer has entered the circle, S. R. Crockett, with a lively
and jolly book of adventures, which the paterfamilias pretends
to buy for his eldest son, but reads greedily himself and won't
let go till he has turned over the last page. ... Out of suck
historical elements and numberless local traditions the author
has put together an exciting tale of adventures on land and sea.”

Frankfurter Zeitung.

SOME SCOTCH NOTICES.

“ Galloway folk should be proud to rank ‘The Raiders’ among
the classics of the district.”—Scotsman,

“Mr. Crockett’'s ‘The Raiders 1~ one of the great literary
successes of the season.”—Dundee Adv riiser.

“Mr. Crockett has achieved the distinction of having produced
the book of the season.”—Dumfries and Galloway Standard.

“The story told in it is, as a story, nearly perfect.”
Aberdeen Daily Free Press.
“‘The Raiders’ is one of the most brilliant efforts of recent
fiction.”—Kirkcudbrightshire Advertiser,

11, Paternoster Buildings, London, E.C. A
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The Best Plays of the Old Dramatists.
Literal Reproductions of the Old Text.
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Post 8ve., each Volume containing about 500 pages, and an eiched
Frontispiece, cloth, 3. GdA. each.

1. The Best Plays of Christopher | 12. The Best Plays of Webster and

Marlowe. Edited by HAVELOCK Tourneur. Introduction by JOHN
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Introduction to the Series by JOHN
ADDINGTON SYMONDS. 13 and 14. The Best Plays of
2. The ﬂest Fllfﬂ of Thﬂmn! Dt' Thomas Middleton. Iﬂtl’Ddl.'l‘-’:l.'ll?l'l
way. Introduction by the Hon. by ALGERNON CHARLES “._Et\rmaurnnz.
MODRN NOR 15. The Best Plays of James Shir-
3. The Best Plays of John Ford.— ley. Introduction by EDMUND
Edited by HAVELOCK ELLIS. (GOSSE.
4 and 5. The Best Plays of Thomas | 16. The Best Plays of Thomas
Massinger. Essay and Notes by Dekker. Notes by ERNEST RHYS,

ARTHUR SYMONS,

6. The Best Plays of Thomas Hey- | 7+ I9 and 20. The Best Plays of

wood. Edited by A. W. VERITY. Ben Jnnpun. Vol, L. tdited,_with
Totraduction by J. A SYMONDS, | Introduction and Notes, by BRINSLEY

NicHoLsoN and C. H. HERFORD.
7. The Complete Plays of William
Wycherley. Edited by W. C. | 18. The Complete Plays of Richard
WARD, Bteele. ited, with Introduction

8. Nero, and other Plays. Edited and Notes, by G. A. AITKEN,

by H. P. HORNE, ARTHUR SYMONS, | 51 The Best Plays of G
! ; eorge Chap-
A, W, VERITY, and H. ELLIS. man. Edited by \UILIJEH L‘!’gl«l

g and 10. The Best Plays of Beau- PHELPS, Instructor of English Litera-
mont and Fletcher. Introduction ture at Yale College.
by 3 S LOF STERCERX 22, The Select Plays of Sir John
11. The Complete Plays of William Vanbrugh. Edited, with an Intio-
Congreve., Edited by ALEX. C duction and Notes, by A E, H.
EwaLL, SWAEN,

PRESS OPINIONS.

“Even the professed scholar with a good library at his command will ind some
texts here not otherwise easily accessible; while the humbler student of slender
resources, who knows the bitterness of not being able to possess himself of the treasure
stored in expensive folios or quartos long out of print, will assuredly rise up and thank
Mr. Unwin,"—St. Yames's Gazetle.

 Resumed under good auspices."—Saturday Review.
“The issue is as good as it could be,"—British Weekly.
* At once scholarly and interesting." —Leeds Mercury.
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