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138 ANCIENT ART OF THE PROVINCE OF CHIRIQUL

But, as I have just shown, they are as likelv to stand for the whole
creature or to be the abbreviated representative of the whole creature
as to represent merely the markings of the body. These devices. as
arranged in the zone, resemble in a remarkable degree the 1'mn‘,r-n-
tional running seroll. A S :

L have but one more example of the alligator vases to present, but
1t is perhaps the most remarkable piece in the eollection (Fig. 204).

Fra. 3. Vase with funnel shaped mouth amnd square body, supported by two grotesque flgures and
decorated with figures of alligntors amd monkeys—§.

It illustrates to good advantage both the skill and the strange fancy
of these archaic potters. A large vase, having a high flaring rim and
a subcubical body, is supported by two grotesque human appearing
figures, whose backs are set against opposite ends of the vessel. The
legs are placed wide apart, thus affording a firm support. The heads
of the two figures project forward from the shoulder of the vase and
are flattened in such a way as to give long oval outlines to the crowns









HOLMES. ] VASES OF THE POLYCHROME GROUF, 141

redd, which appears to have been polished down as aslip. The desions
arein three colors — black, a strong red, and a fine gray purple —which,
in combination with the bright reddish ground, give a very rich
effect. The first example, shown in Fig, 207, is a large, nearly
symmetrical bottle with a short neck and a thick, flaring lip. The
inner surface of the orifice and the lower half of the ]nur]}' are finished
in red and the neck and shoulder in the salmon colored ship. A wide
zone of ornament encircles the upper surface of the body. The de-
l":i_'_':']lH-il]Ll' l':‘“"l'l”l"‘i 1l‘|'i[]| H‘]'l'lli-?“l‘:”[ i:II, ['E,'I]_ ELIII']_ hl.i;l_['_l{ l'l'r.!*ilr'.‘ﬁj[['lll il!i'l'llleP
two highly conventional figures, probably of reptilian origin. The
manner of their introduction into the zone is shown in Fig, 208, The

Fig. W8, Devices of the decorated zone of vase shown in Fig. M7,

oval faces are placed on opposite sides, taking the positions usually
occupied by modeled heads. Each face is supplemented by a pair lllf
arms which terminate in curiously conventional hands. m'“[ the two
caudal appendages are placed midway between the faces. filling tyi-
angular areas. The body of the vase serves as a body for both
creatures. In the illustration, the red of the design, which. ia carried
over all of one face save the eyes and mouth and serves to emphasize
the features of the other face, is indicated in vertical tin lines and the
black is given in solid color. This vase is twelve inches in height,
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known period of Chinese art is truly remarkable. We cannot, of
course, predicate identity of origin even upon absolute identity of
appearances, but such l_‘lll'l‘l'H[rﬂllill:]li'i'ﬁ a4rg 'l.\'nl'l'h}' of note, as t]w:-.'
mav in time aceumulate to such an extent that the belief in a com-
mon origin will force itself upon us.

Fiz. 215, Painted design of vase in Fig. 214, viewed from above, thought to represent a dragon by
De Zeltner; probably a composite of the alligator and the monkey or man.

Unclassified.—A small number of vases do not admit of classifi-
cation under any of the preceding heads. In most cases, however,
they are not of especial interest and may be passed over. They rep-
resent a number of varieties of ware and are possibly not all Chiri-
quian, their affinities being rather with the pottery of Costa Rica
and Nicaragua. One remarkable piece, of which a sketch is given
in Fig. 50, ¢, is of large size and is shaped somewhat like an hour
glass, and on account of its peculiar form and markings may be said
to resemble a corset. The upper end is somewhat the smaller, and
the septum, which forms the hottom of the vessel, is placed about
an inch above the base of the foot,. The interior surface is smoothly
polished and painted a dark dull red. The exterior is uncolored and
neatly fluted. The series of vertical ribs of the upper end is sepa-
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in the order of their importance. When this was done and the in-
sertions were neatly worked together with the fingers, a number of
small instruments were employed in finishing: a sharp stylus for indi-
cating parts of the costume, and blunt points and small tubular dies

Fia. 231, Stool of plain clay, with grotesque fignres— .

for adding intaglio details of anatomy, such as the navel, the pupils
of the eyes, and the partings of the fingers and toes.

The discoidal plate of another specimen is supported by four ab-
surdly grotesque monkeys, giving a general effect much like that of
the last.

A very remarkable piece is shown in Fig. 232 The tablet is sup-
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Bre. 232, Stool of plain terra cotta, with strange figures — i

ported by six grotesque figures, somewhat human in appearance,
whose limbs are intertwined with serpents, suggesting the famous
group of the Laocotn. The work is roughly done and the details
























































































































