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LIFE OF CHAUCER.

BY SIR HARRIS NICOLAS.

“ That renownmed Poet
Dan CHAUCER, Well of English undefyled,
On Fame’s eternall beadroll worthie to be fyled.”
SPENSER.

his former biograpbers,! the field of
research was but imperfectly gleaned.
Many material facts in his history
have been very recently brought to light, and are
now, for the first time, published ; but it is not from

I Godwin, in his Life of Geoffrey Chaucer, (2 vols, 4to.
1803 ; second edition, 4 vols. 8vo. 1804), speaking of searches
among the Public Records, says, “In this sort of labour I
had been indefatigable,” but ** after all my diligence, I am
by no means confident that I may not have left some par-
ticulars to be gleaned by the compilers who shall come after
me.” 8vo. vol. i, p. xiii. Copies of most of the Records he
had seen are printed at length in the Appendix to that work,
and are marked in the Notes to this Memoir by the letter &,
the omission of which letter shows distinctly what has been
since discovered,
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