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234 MEDIAVAL PARISH LIFE

the church was the real centre of all parochial life, social as
well as religious. “From the font to the grave the greater
number of people lived within the sound of its bells. It
provided them with all the consolations of religion, and linked
itself with such amusements as it did not directly supply.”

CHURCH HOUSE, LINCOLN

Parish meetings not unfrequently settled local disputes.
Thus at Canterbury in 1485, at St. Dunstan’s, there was some
dispute between the parish and a man named Baker, and
the churchwardens spent 2}4. on arbitration. Later on, two
families fell out, and the vicar and four parishioners met in
council, heard the parties, and put an end to the difficulty.
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