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INTRODUCTION Vil

fortunately by accident of fire no longer perfect.
The volumes formed, as will be seen in the
references to these KEssays, a rich source of
information for the social history of the past. Some
fragments from a diary kept by Mr. Green at
the time show his perpetual eagerness in gathering in
from every source whatever could be known about
Oxford.

Friday, 5th August 1859.—*Rose at seven, arranged
notes for papers on Jacobite Oxford ; at breakfast read
Burton; ran over to Cooke with three papers on
Civic Oxford, which make up nine of the series.
That on the Toasts appears to-day in print. . . .
Afternoon read magazines in Union, especially
Sword and Gown in Frazer. After tea wrote No. I
of the Jacobite papers, succeeding pretty well in
point of style, I think, but desperately Whig—Whigs
being in Oxford the minority. Read a little Burton,
and sallied forth with Dick round meadow. . . .

Saturday, 6th.—* Rose at seven, leaving Dick asleep
in bed, and finished the paper, interrupted just before
ending by breakfast, resumed, but close very stupid
in consequence. Burton at breakfast, but interrupted
by frequent calls for my book-desk—the loaf. . . .
The Union—papers and reviews—after dinner, ex-
tracts for my papers, etc. from Spence and other
sources. Burton at tea, and after tea Coleridge’s
Northern Worthies, a book below the name, at least,























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































138 OXFORD STUDIES

commemorates ‘‘an abominable riof committed in All
Souls’ College. Mr. Dalton, A.M., and Mr. Talbot,
son to the Bishop of Oxon, A.B., both fellows, had a
dinner drest at 12 Clock, part of which was woodcocks,
whose heads they cut off in contempt of the memory of
the blessed martyr. At this dinner were present
two of the pro-proctors, of Oriel Coll., Mr. Ibbetson
and Mr. Rogers, to their shame be it spoken, both low
church men. 'Tis to be noted that this Dalton, an
empty fellow, is one of those whom the Archbishop
of Canterbury, Dr. Tennison, put into the Society
upon the devolution to him of that power when Dr.
Finch the late Warden died. He was for having
calves’ heads, but the cook refused to dress them.”
Greater persons than cooks, however, were now
coming forward to vindicate the Toryism of the
University. Sacheverell, like his personal friend but
political opponent, Addison, was a fellow of Magdalen.
Tt is hard to guess the causes of the friendship between
two so opposed in character as well as opinion, for,
from the testimony of his very supporters, Sache-
verell was a man of infinite bluster but of scanty
parts or knowledge. It fell, however, to his lot to
preach at St. Paul's before the Lord Mayor and Cor-
poration, and he selected for the occasion a sermon
which he had just preached at St. Mary’s. But
language that fell unheeded in Oxford sounded like
treason at St. Paul's. He upbraided “the fanatics”
for condemning the king of high treason against ‘his
supreme subjects.” He taunted the Whig ministers,
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discussing, the great Whig lords had forced their way
into the Council Chamber, The Queen died, and
Bolingbroke was flying for his life across the Channel,
Harley waiting for impeachment at home. The
Elector was on the throne, and the Whigs sang a
triumphant welcome to the first of the Georges.
Bitter as the disappointment must have been, the
new king was at all events received without open
opposition in the greater part of his dominions. In
Scotland, indeed, there were signs of the rebellion
which Mar was so soon to put himself at the head
of, but in England the discontent only expressed
itself in that *grumbling” which an Englishman
reckons among his constitutional privileges. Here
and there one might find a parish clerk that had
“ransacked Hopkins and Sternhold for staves in
favour of the race of Jacob; after the example of
their politic predecessors in Oliver’s days, who on
every Sabbath were for binding kings in chains and
nobles with links of iron.” The Jacobite beauty
might parade her white rose, to spite the rival fair
one, who, * to show her zeal for revolution principles,
had adorned her bosom with a Sweet William.” Elec-
tions for “Toasts” might be decided in clubs rather
on political than on personal grounds, and a trifling
deformity be pardoned on account of “honest prin-
ciples.” In the theatres the ladies patched on
different sides as they differed in opinion; and the
audience ranged into parties, selected their respective
favourites, and hooted or applauded every chance
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phrase that they could wrest to the contests of the
day. In the country the strife took other, but not
more demonstrative forms. The elder Wesley’s house
—according to his own account—was haunted by a
goblin that proved its Jacobitism by rarely suffering
him to pray for the King or the Prince of Wales
without disturbing the family devotions.  As to the
devil’s being an enemy to King George,” replied his
son Samuel, to whom he communicated his troubles,
“were I the King myself, I should rather old Nick
should be my enemy than my friend.” Even up to
the beginning of George IIL’s reign there were
persons in Bristol whose political principles would
not allow them to receive King William’s halfpence,
and such was the inconvenience to trade which
attended their refusal that the interference of the
magistrates was thought necessary.

But a more envenomed opposition awaited the
triumph of the Whig cause at Oxford. There the
correspondents of Atterbury, the confidants of Dr.
King, waited, hour by hour, for some interference
that never came, some rising that never occurred,
They exulted at the small number of people who
attended to hear the Hanoverian proclaimed at
Abingdon. “A person in an open-sleeved gown, and
In a cinnamon-coloured coat,” left at the Mayor's
house a letter, which, in its medley of cowardly
threats, craven petitions, and vague intimations,
gives us a very lively picture of the state of the
Jacobite minds of the time,
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“Mr. Mayor,—If you are so honest a man as to
prefer your duty and allegiance to your lawful
sovereign before the fear of danger, you will not
need this eaution, which comes from your friends to
warn you if you should receive an order to proclaim
Hanover not to comply with it. For the hand of
God is now at work to set things upon a right foot,
and in a few days you will find wonderful changes,
which if you are wise enough to foresee you will
obtain grace and favour from the hands of his sacred
Majesty King James by proclaiming him voluntarily,
which otherwise you will be forced to do with dis-
grace. If you have not the courage to do this, at
least for your own safety delay proclaiming Hanover
as long as you can under pretence of sickness or
some other reason. For you cannot do it without
certain hazard of your life, be you ever so well
guarded. I, who am but secretary to the rest,
having a particular friendship for you and an
opinion of your honesty and good inclinations to his
Majesty’s service, have prevailed with them to let me
give you this warning. If you would know who
the rest are, our name is Legion—and we are many.”

The only notice taken of this ludicrous epistle was
a proclamation by the Heads of Houses, and an offer
of £100 for the discovery of the deliverer in the
cinnamon-coloured coat. Broadwater, the Mayor,
“honest ” though his subsequent conduct shews him
to have been, was prudent enough to proclaim the
accession on Carfax with all the usual ceremonies,
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found this union in a club. To this—the Constitu-
tion Club—all were to be admitted who were well-
affected to the Government, and (as we presume few
Whigs could be found among undergraduates) not
below the Bachelor’s degree. Originated by some
members of New College, and patronised by Dr.
Gardiner, the Head of All Souls, it soon became the
centre round which the poor persecuied Whigs
grouped. The Tories fumed at “the insolent
loyalty ” of the united Hanoverians. But, as yet,
though individual members might be persecuted, no
opportunity could be found for attack on the club.
On the 28th of May 1715, however, came the first
anniversary of the birthday of the new Sovereign.
The bells “were jambled by the Whiggish fanatical
crew,” as Hearne growls, but “honest folk” mocked,
and drank deep for King James. Mobs paraded the
streets, shouting for the Pretender, and putting a
stop to every kind of rejoicing. The Constitution
Club had gathered to commemorate the day at the
King’s Head. The windows were illuminated, and
preparations made for a bonfire. Tossing up their
caps, and scattering money among the rabble that
flocked to the front of the hotel, the Jacobite gowns-
men egged them on with shouts of “No George”;
«“ James for ever”:; “Ormond”; or *Bolingbroke.”
The fagots were torn to pieces, showers of brickbats
were thrown into the clubroom. It was feared lives
would have been lost had not the Constitutioners
escaped by the back door, and slunk away to their
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drawn out, and the Mayor appeared, as was alleged,
to prevent disturbance. A vast mob followed at
his heels, and filled up the streets. His very at-
tendants insulted the soldiers in their march with
opprobrious language and cries of “Down with the
Roundheads.” Dirt and stones were thrown at them:
some the mob even attempted to disarm. Encouraged
by the forbearance of the “redcoats,” the mob sur-
rounded the house where the officers and some of
the collegians had met to commemorate the day.
The windows were broken by stones thrown from the
house opposite, that of one Hurst, an ironmonger ;
and the soldiers to revenge the affront began a series
of retaliations. There was every prospect of a
serious riot ; two or three of the soldiers had returned
the insults of the Mayor’s attendants by firing,
but with powder only. The frightened authorities
at last applied to the Major for aid, patrols were
sent through the streets, and the soldiers ordered to
their quarters. Both parties forwarded conflicting
accounts to London, and some time subsequently the
matter was brought before the House of Lords in a
debate on the Mutiny Bill. Instead of waiting to be
put on its defence, the university boldly constituted
itself assailant. A peer complained on its behalf of
the disorders which had been caused by the soldiers
in different quarters, and especially in Oxford. It
was moved, that before proceeding with the Bill an
enquiry should be made into the riot in that city ;
and, on an address being resolved on, the papers
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168 OXFORD STUDIES

gathered at his heels, and he was fortunate if he
escaped without a broken head. If he complained
to the authorities, he was probably told that the
gentlemen were in liquor, and obliged to content
himself without even an apology.

In one respect, doubtless, the Tory *freshman ”
was more commendable than his successor of the
present day. He was regular in his attendance at
the university sermons. But the motives which
drew him to St. Peter’s or St. Mary’s were not so
much those of religion as of amusement and fear.
If he absented himself, he was liable to a lecture
from his tutor; and the Proctor, if he caught him
strolling in the High during sermon time, was prompt
with an imposition. If he attended, the dry topics
of theology were sure to be enlivened with a spice
of treason or a gird at the Whigs. Sometimes an
entertaining scene would divert the andience. When
Wiyatt, the Principal of St. Mary Hall, thundered
against the perfily and Whiggery of the Scots,
Archibald Campbell, the son of Argyle, who happened
to be one of the audience, “did accost Mr. Wyatt
when he came out of the pulpit, and did in a most
egregious manner abuse him in the face of the people,
and called him f‘red-faced sot.’” Among the
preachers whose sermons “smacked of treason” we
find no less a name than John Wesley. My
brother,” says Charles, in 1734, “has been much
mauled and threatened more for his Jacobite sermon
on the 11th of June. But he was wise enough to

S i, e o i -

WA el P R






























178 OXFORD STUDIES

of Prince, the bookseller, with a smile of pleasure
this eulogium from an unknown hand, and then—no
idle thought in an age of Johnsons and Savages—
inquiring whether five guineas would be of any
service to the author, and leaving the donation with
the publisher. He was at this time in communi-
cation with the Pretender, the head, it might almost
be said, of the English Jacobites, yet truer than
ever were his words—he knew not himself. When
the third of the Georges mounted the throne, and
Dr. King accompanied the address, the party he had
led turned upon him as the Protectionists turned
upon Sir Robert Peel. The end of his life was
embittered with charges of ““apostacy ” from his old
supporters. ‘‘He knew not himself,” but he might
have urged with equal truth that the University to
which he belonged was just as ignorant. Its eyes
were soon to open. Tory principles mounted the
throne with George the Third, and the current of
royal favour was at once diverted to the Tory
University ; Jacobitism disappeared like a dream.
The Cardinal of York was sneered at as a pretender.
The zeal that had backed the most odious of causes
was needed now to back the new king in the most
odious of wars—the war with America. Deaneries
and Bishopries fell in a shower among the Heads,
and a stream of addresses—against Wilkes, against
Catholic Emancipation, against anything in short
that the King hated, evinced the gratitude of the
University. As Dryden sang years before—













182 OXFORD STUDIES

We pass into Oxford by the great London road,
with a glance at the row of old tumble-down houses,
a disgrace to the city, which ran along from the
gate of the Botanic Gardens, and turned down what
1s now the open side of Rose Lane. Before one of
these, on its high pole, hangs out the sign of the
Noah’s Ark, and the host (one Hodges) is busy
clearing his doorway of one of the noisiest scamps in
the town, that prince among poachers, Dan Stewart.
Fish and game were Dan’s legitimate property ;
there was not a cover or a preserve in the county
whose merits he was not well acquainted with ; and
so high was his reputation for a knowledge of
“sport,” that he was generally selected by freshmen
as their guide on piscatory excursions. The joke
ran that he was as invariably successful in directing
them to spots perfectly free from fish of any size,
as he was in securing a bagful when he sallied out
alone. Dan, however, is at present haranguing, as
is his wont, blind-drunk in the street, and a crowd
gathers round to laugh at the blasphemies which
proceed so fluently from his lips. Dan is but one
amid a host of ruffians who infested the streets—
ruffians, such as the blustering drunkard whom the
children call “Captain Ward,” who comes raving
up street at the moment, with eyes bearing traces
of many encounters, abusing every ome he meets,
and offering them satisfaction in a fight for a pot of

beer.
The children, however, leave these two worthies
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matches which lucifers have driven out of use. A
more poetical traffic was that of the far-famed
Mother Goose, who, sitting at the Star gate, in her
heavy cloak, ruffled cap, and trim little hat, was ready
to curtsey a welcome to the coaches as they rolled up
one after another, and to present her basket of
flowers to ‘pretty ladies” within. She was a great
favourite with university men, who christened her
“Flora”; but she did business now and then with
nobler customers than these. 'When the Regent
passed through on his way to Bibury Races, it was
his custom to change horses at the Lamb and Flag,
so as to avoid the crowd and confusion which his
changing them at the Star would have created, and
as Mother Goose never failed to appear with her
usual offering, the kind-hearted voluptuary would
take one of her bouquets and fling her a guinea.
We may be sure no one in Oxford cried * God save
the Regent ” with more loyalty than Mother Goose.
If we turn from the streets to the Broad Walk
we may encounter a greater character even than
Mother Goose, in the person of ‘Counsellor Bicker-
ton,” attired in his shabby gown, and dilapidated
cap, with enormous curled wig and band, haranguing
up and down, without consciousness of observers.
He had been a member of Hertford College, where,
spite of all efforts to get rid of him, he still claimed
rooms, and was so miserably poor that he was said
to cut branches from the trees in the quad for fuel.
On one occasion, said the wits, he quietly severed
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prosecutor, and defendant alike, till expelled from
the court.

“Great wit from madness what thin bounds
divide,” says Dryden, and the occasional eccentrici-
ties of the strong-headed Dr. Tatham not un-
frequently rivalled the exploits of poor Bickerton.
It was his own sober opinion that to him, and him
alone, was owing the overthrow of Buonaparte, and
the consequent glory of Great Britain. The Bank,
he said, refused Pitt advances, and the war must
have dropped, had not a pamphlet of his own, advo-
cating the establishment of a rival bank, frightened
the old lady of Threadneedle-street into a loan—
the war was continued, and the usurper overthrown.
More notable, however, was his celebrated sermon
on Oxford education, a discourse of an hour and
three-quarters, whose excessive length drove even a
prelate, who was among his auditors, out of church
from sheer fatigne. It was a vehement attack on
what he termed the Aristotelian mode of education
at Oxford, and, in many respects, a just one. “You
profess to educate the youth of the country,” he
argued, “but your students require a visit to conti-
nental capitals to complete their education.” He
proposed the introduction of modern languages and
history, and seems, in some of his suggestions, to
have been a reformer before his age. He was prob-
ably the last punster in an university pulpit.
“ What with your little-goes and your great-goes,
I fear education will give you the by-go,” said the
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among a people as unknown to him as the Anti-
podes.”  The ignorance was reciprocated by the
rustic of the country. A stranger from London was
looked upon as a Whig in disguise ; the vicar declared
him “no churchman,” and hinted his suspicions of
“no religion at all.”

The causes of this great severance have been par-
tially noticed before. First among them was the
condition of the roads. About 1760 “the roads of
Oxfordshire,” says an accurate observer, “ were in a
condition formidable to the bones of all who travelled
on wheels. The two great turnpikes which crossed
the country by Witney and Chipping Norton, by
Henley and Wycombe, were repaired in some places
with stones as large as they could be brought from
the quarry, and, when broken, left so rough as to be
calculated for dislocation rather than exercise.” The
heavy stage waggons, whose broad wheels alone
made an impression on these formidable masses,
were stopped for days or weeks by floods and snow.
Bridges were scarce, save in the vicinity of towns,
and lighter vehicles often found themselves exposed
to serious danger in crossing the fords. Pope, who
often passed through Oxford on his way to Colonel
Dormer’s, nearly lost his life through an accident of
this kind. His carriage was overturned, and the
poor poet, at the last moment, had to be dragged
through its windows. The country lanes were, of
course, incomparably worse. “The cross roads,”
says our informant, “were impassable but with real
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were knitting town to country, and country to town ;
which were bringing rural honesty and truth and
fearlessness to bear upon the social depravity of the
metropolis, and ecarrying the civilization of the
metropolis to the most secluded districts of the
country.

Another great obstacle, to which this century did
not apply any efficient remedy, arose from the mul-
titudes of highwaymen who infested the roads,
We have already dwelt upon the daring exploits
which made these ruffians the heroes at once of the
ladies’ closet and the thieves’ gin-cellar ; and, in our
account of Dumas, have striven to realize, as much
as possible, the life and adventures of one of the
fraternity. But, besides the element of romance,
and the longing for “plunder,” which made *the
road ” so fashionable a profession, an additional in-
ducement to crime seems to have been afforded by
its comparative security. Here and there, indeed,
individual travellers, like Mr. Stanley, might carry
weapons and make a fight for it, and it is due to the
prudence of the Dick Turpins of this time to own
that in such cases they shewed the utmost facility
in running away, if a correspondence with their
Sultanas fell into the hands of inquisitive innkeepers,
or an encounter with a personage of high rank set
the Bow-street runners on them; but, for the most
part, the plunderers were unmolested. Hair-dressers
and tailors, for these were the trades that furnished
most recruits to the host of the highway, had nothing
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Mr, Francis Guiden, and the Bailiffs of the city.
For the detection of a burglar or incendiary, a
reward of ten guineas was offered ; half that sum was
given for the discovery of a highway or a foot robber,
or a receiver of stolen goods; and smaller sums in
proportion for crimes of less consequence. No com-
promise with persons arrested was to be allowed, and
the prosecutor’s share of all rewards, given by Act
of Parliament, was to be added to the premium
offered by the society for their apprehension. A
similar association was formed, with still higher re-
wards, by “gentlemen, farmers, and others, in the
neighbourhood of Abingdon.”  Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire seem to have combined for the
purpose, and the organization, as we find from
advertisements, spread rapidly over all the neigh-
bouring counties. How little terror these announce-
ments caused among the fraternity, we may see
from the following item of Oxford news, for February
98, 1784. “Between seven and eight o'clock last
Monday evening, one of the Bath coaches was
robbed upon the galloping ground above Bottley,
about two miles and a half from this city, by two
men on foot, who took from the passengers upwards
of £24 in money, with their watches. But at the
request of the driver, they returned all the watches
except one, and went off with their booty. There
were six passengers in the coach, and two outsides.”
We need not stop to dwell on the subsidiary
causes which hindered intercourse between country
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the Squire’s pack, and the journeys to market for the
disposal of his produce. The great Bible served for
his library, and was treasured perhaps more for the
fly-leaf, with its entries of births, marriages, and
deaths, than for the rest of its contents. Schools
were ‘ for his betters,” and learning he looked down
on as something “lackadaisical.” Lilly, the astrologer,
whose family were yeomen in the obscure town of
Diseworth, in Leicestershire, describes it amusingly
as ‘“‘a town of great rudeness, wherein it is not re-
membered that any of the farmers thereof did ever
educate any of their sons to learning.,” There were
probably no such towns as Diseworth in the England
of that day, but a village school was still a rarity.
The farmer’s home was the great kitchen, with its
warm chimney corners, where the huge flitches hung
amid the smoke for winter consumption. Wife and
daughters were busy spinning flax for the countless
sheets and counterpanes that filled the walnut presses
in the bedroom, and the hum of the wheels enlivened
the dull evenings. It was not the farmer’s wife only
whose wheel hummed so merrily ; the labourer’s wife
had the same resource. In the middle of the last
century “every cottage at Baldon had a plot of hemp,
and all manufactured into linen for their own con-
sumption, selling what they could spare”; but its
close saw the extinection of this household manufac-
ture. “The last,” adds Young, writing in 1809,
“was given up about six years ago.”

It was a time of transition for much besides hemp
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corn, but infinitely more mutton and beef.” Rents
rose rapidly, as the produce increased. *Fringford
has been improved greatly in rent and produce since
the enclosure, at least trebled in both ; Stoke Lyne
the same. . . . Stratton Ardley was £500 a year,
now it is £2500: one estate there was offered for
£3000, it is now £800 per annum.” Rents round
Bicester were trebled ; at Alvescot the vicarage farm
rose from £200 to £600 a year; Wootton, ¢ Mr.
Sotham has not the least doubt of having yielded
full four times the produce in the 37 years since its
enclosure that it did in a like period before, and the
rent is five times as much as it was in the open
state.” Nor did the rise in rent press heavily on
those who paid it; “at Barton the land was let for
scarcely anything, and the farmers generally as poor
as could be; enclosed it let at twenty shillings an
acre, and the farmers in easy circumstances and
doing well, and in all of them the farmers in general
very much bhenefitted.” Other districts, however,
resisted for a long time the introduction of en-
closures. Campsfield, the open common between
Oxford and Woodstock, where we have seen the
Oxford fast men taking their morning drive, still
hung on to its old “rights,” its cow common and com-
mon meadows, where wretched cross-bred sheep were
tended by *shepherds miserably poor.” Whichwood
still spreads over its 7000 acres, filling its vicinity
with “poachers, deer-stealers, and pilferers of every
kind. . . . Oxford gaol would be uninhabited were
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to be found on the rich red land north of Banbury.
Swedes were in 1807 just beginning to attract atten-
tion, but at Milton where Sir C. Willoughby, the
great patron of the plant, had covered considerable
tracts of land with it, there had been none five
years before. In this branch of agriculture Oxford-
shire seems to have taken the lead among English
counties. In other respects it was not so ad-
vanced. Nature had her own water-meadows at
Watereaton, where the summer floods would some-
times sweep away five hundred pounds worth of
hay in a season, but there was not a single artificial
water-meadow in the county. Where attempts were
made to introduce them they were frustrated by the
opposition of the millers. Artificial manure in the
shape of peat or coal ash had begun to make
its appearance under the patronage of Mr. Fane.
Southdowns were being gradually introduced * to the
exclusion of the Berkshires ” ; the Chilterns produced,
says a competent witness, half as much again as they
did thirty years before, and the increase was attri-
butable to ““the increase of live stock by more turnips
and artificial grass.”

Of the condition of the labourer we only gain in-
cidental glimpses. His wages, too, had risen more
than a third in the last forty years of the eighteenth
century. At its close his wages amounted to about
nine or ten shillings a week, with a rise to twelve
shillings in harvest. This was at a time when, in
the Oxford Market, beef was at 7id. per pound, and
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Balloons were not the only amusements which
Oxford had to offer her visitors or inhabitants, The
Music-room was at this time at the height of its
prosperity. Every Monday evening a concert of
vocal and instrumental music was held (except dur-
ing September and Passion week); the Messiah was
performed in Lent, some other oratorio in Act
Term, and in Easter and Michaelmas Terms either
a piece of choral music, or a grand miscellaneous
concert. The subscription was a guinea for two
tickets, a sum so small that we wonder how the
stewards could provide, as they undoubtedly did,
such singers as Mara and Catalani. The amuse-
ments of Oxford seem to have been softened and
refined by the character of the place. While Want-
age had its back-sword feast, and Stow-on-the-Wold
offered the munificent prizes of ‘“ half-a-guinea to each
man breaking a head, and two shillings and six pence
to each man having his head broke,” Oxford was
unobtrusively fostering ‘ Florist Feasts,” the humble
precursors of our Horticultural Societies. ‘A show
of Carnations in the Town Hall, August 8, 1782,
seems to have been one of the first of these exhibi-
tions, which, from this time, continued to be held annu-
ally. No theatre was, as yet, established at Oxford ;
but a flourishing dramatic company could be found at
Burford, and at Woodstock. Anadvertisement, warning
all trespassers off the domains of Lord Harcourt, would
seem to point to the first origin of that most enjoyable
of all quiet amusements—a water-party to Nuneham.
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royal prerogatives, and we will not cease to implore
the blessing of Almighty God upon a Prince whose
exemplary life and character have so justly rendered
him the object of universal veneration and esteem.”
This address they even prevailed on their member,
Lord Robert Spencer, though himself in opposition,
to present to the King. Reward was not long in
coming. Warton, the fellow of an Oxford college,
was now the court laureate, and, for the first time
since the accession of the Georges, Oxford shared
with Cambridge the honour of a royal visit. The
royal party, accompanied by the Earl and Countess
of Harcourt, entered the city in five carriages, and
passing through the fields behind Merton College,
attended morning prayers at the Cathedral. After
inspecting Christ Church, they were waited upon at
Corpus by the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Dennis, Presi-
dent of St. John’s College, preceded by the Beadles,
“with their staves inverted,” who conducted them
by the Schools to the Theatre, where the Heads of
Houses and the Proctors had the honour of kissing
their Majesties’ hands, while Dr. Hayes performed
several overtures on the organ. After visiting the
Bodleian, New College, St. John’s, and the Obser-
vatory, the King returned to the Council Chamber,
and conferred the honour of knighthood on the
Mayor (John Treacher, Esq.), who, with the Alder-
men, assistants, and other members of the Corpora-
tion, kissed hands. All Souls’, Queen’s, and Magdalen,
having been inspected, the royal party quitted
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viously been elected Assistant in the year 1783. The
only event connected with the Corporation recorded
during these four years, from 1782 to 1785, was the
opening of “the organ, just erected, by Mr. Green,
of London, for the Corporation of this ecity,” in
Carfax Church, by a voluntary played by Dr. Hayes,
which ushered in the procession of Mayor and
Aldermen. Mr. Cross was appointed organist, for
whose benefit the oratorio of Judas Maccabzus was
performed in St. Martin’s.

The election which caused so hasty a re-election
of Mayor, was caused by that dissolution of Parlia-
ment by Pitt, which resulted in the return of a
triumphant majority in his favour, and the annihila-
tion of the old Whig faction. But, though Oxford
had been so lavish of fair words, the yoke was too
strong to be thrown off, and the old members, Lord
Robert Spencer and Captain Bertie, though open
followers of Fox, were returned without opposition.
The scene was hardly more creditable at Banbury,
where the territorial influence of Lord North secured
his re-election. * Some disgust having been conceived
at a former election, relative to the beer which had
been withheld from the companies of woolcombers,
weavers, etc., they peremptorily declined accepting
any favours from his Lordship, and, determining to
have an election of their own, constituted a corpora-
tion among themselves. At the time Lord North’s
election was carrying on, the new-created corporation
passed his Lordship in grand procession, with music,
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the recollection that at this very time Lord Kenyon
was busy preaching much the same sort of political
economy from his seat on the King’s Bench. The
Commemoration of this year was enlivened by a
public breakfast in Trinity College Gardens. “The
tables were plentifully and elegantly covered under the
shade of the lime tree walk near the shrubbery.” We
instinctively think of Tom Warton, “gobbling ” and
punning from one table to another, and listening by
turns to the compliments of the ladies, and what was
always such a magnet to him, the strains of “the
Oxford band.” Year after year his birthday and
congratulatory odes meet us now in the columns of
the Jowrnal. They do not cease till we meet with
the announcement of his burial (May 1790) in the
college chapel, the funeral being attended by all the
dignitaries of the university. Antiquarian, one
might think, even in death, there were found, in
digging for his grave, some few remains of a for-
gotten predecessor in the occupation of those last
few feet of earth, “a buckle about the bigness of
a crown piece,” and “some fine silver thread which
might probably have belonged to the fringe of his
girdle.”

At the civie election for the year 1788 we find
Mr. Francis Guiden elected Mayor; Mr. William
Hyde and Mr. James Tagg bailiffs; Mr. Thomas
Benwell and Mr. John Cox chamberlains ; while the
vacancies in the Council Chamber were filled up by
the election of Mr. William Slatter, Mr. Simon
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the transactions connected with the election of M.
Annesley in 1790. Immediately on the arrival of
the news of Captain Bertie's death, the Mayor con-
vened the Corporation and the Council, who unani-
mously put in nomination Arthur Annesley, Esq.,
of Bletchingdon, who was at once ushered into the
town by many gentlemen of the corporation, and a
large body of the freemen, with drums, musie, and
colours. A canvass was commenced ; upwards of a
hundred houses opened for the entertainment of the
freemen ; and the candidate, after dining with the
electors at the Angel, was drawn in triumph by the
crowd, which took the horses from his carriage,
through the principal streets. The freedom of the
city was presented him in a gold box, and Mr.
Annesley returned the compliment by a grand enter-
tainment to the Council and Chamber in the Town
Hall. In spite, however, of this elaborate prepara-
tion an opposition candidate was at the last moment
started, a Mr. Ogilvie, who, however, succeeded in
polling only 103 votes against the 613 which were
recorded for his opponent and the Corporation.
Civilities were bandied briskly enough between the
civic dignitaries and the neighbouring peers, who
were desirous of a seat for younger sons. Captain
Parker is presented with the freedom of the city,
and his father, the Earl of Macclesfield, entertains at
the Star the members of the Tailors and Cordwainers
Companies ; “ upon which occasion the two honorary
members,”—Captain Parker and Lord Parker—* were
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in the suppression of any riot or disturbance ; and to
the resolutions of this society the Taylors’ Company,
the most important body in civic politics, gave in
its formal assent. (We may notice in passing that
the then Mayor, Edward Lock, Esq., had in August
been elected an honorary member of this company.)
The university was at the same time busy in the
relief of the French refugee clergy, towards whose
support the Vice-Chancellor was enabled in November
to transmit the sum of £500, as a first instalment,
and in December a further sum of more than £600.
These expressions of political feeling were not confined
to the higher classes. In Januvary 1793 we find the
rabble * parading the streets of this city with lighted
torches, and bearing about the effigy of Tom Paine,”
amid the shouts of a mob of boys, until the evening,
when it was committed to the flames on the top of
Carfax. *The figure was dressed in black, with the
Rights of Man in his left hand and a pair of stays
under his right arm.” The same ceremony was per-
formed in the course of the next week at Headington,
with somewhat more state and dignity. * Colonel
Langton and Richard Lloyd, Esq., were particularly
active and zealous on this occasion ; and previous to
the execution a band of music attended the procession,
and God save the King was performed, vocally and
instrumentally, for near five hours, during all which
time the utmost decornm was observed.” As the
contest became graver we find the first institution
of that * general fast and humiliation for imploring
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earnings were less, the overseer should make up the
deficiency. The scarcity did not cease with the
winter, and the usual amount of folly in the shape
of proposals for its relief began to crop up. The
farmers around Burford resolved “to sell their corn
only to mealmen and bakers who shall consume the
same at or near home, and not to any jobber, for
they have found,” adds the editor, that persons of
this description buy up various sorts of grain, and
send it by different canals out of the country. The
above laudable resolution, if universally adopted,
will put an effectual stop to these proceedings.”
Such nonsense as this was not confined to farmers.
Lord Dudley informed his tenants “that if they do
not sell their wheat at what may be deemed a fair
and reasonable price, he will, according as they sell
exorbitantly, advance their rents at Michaelmas, and
give the sum arising from such advance to the poor.”
It is scarcely possible to conceive that the Wealth
of Nations had been many years in existence, and
that Adam Smith’s pupil, William Pitt, was the first
minister of Great Britain. The Duke of Marlborough
and Lord Harcourt showed greater semse in the
example which they set of ploughing up a great part
of their parks to raise grain. The Vice-Chancellor
and Heads of Houses unanimously agreed to “reduce
the consumption of wheat in their own families by at
least one-third of the usual quantity, and to recom-
mend the same to their respective societies.” In this
they did but follow the example of the Privy Council,
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Taman, who, being matriculated and privileged as a
barber, had tried a variety of other occupations, as a
tallow-chandler, earthenware man, and cutler. The
University contended that his privilege from matricu-
lation entitled him to the exercise of all or any of
these in addition to his tonsorial profession. The
City relied on charters, etc., to prove that the
privilege was limited to that particular trade of
barber, which he was entitled to exercise as a
matriculated person. The jury, with the approbation
of Heath, the presiding judge, gave their verdict,
without hesitation, in favour of the City. A serious
mutiny of the Oxfordshire Militia, stationed, in 1795,
at Bletchingdon, must have excited a painful interest
in the county. It was a rough attempt to effect what
their superiors were just as clumsily attempting—a
reduction in prices. They cleared the butchers’ stalls
of their contents, selling them at fourpence a pound ;
insisted on a farmer’s selling wheat at £12 a load,
and carried off flour to the amount of £5000, to
sell at a *fair price” at Lewes market next day.
For the night they encamped at Newhaven, where
they were surrounded and made prisoners by the
Lancashire Fencibles, who were in the neighbour-
hood, but their comrades in barracks, sallying out to
effect their rescue, boldly attacked a troop of Horse
Artillery which disputed their progress, and were
not dispersed without bloodshed. Heavy punish-
ments were inflicted, and four ringleaders shot for
this crime.
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in doing justice to the past, we did not often do less
than justice to the present. Comparisons are pro-
verbially odious; but the comparisons which some
of the older among us are so fond of instituting be-
tween the present and the past are the most odious,
because they are the most erroneous of all. It has
been the fate of the author of these papers to have
to strip away much of the romance that enshrouded
the deformity of the Last Century; to lay bare its
low mean aims, its grossness, its utter want of moral
tone or energy, and it was impossible to do so with-
out provoking some comparison with the present—
without the expression of a firm conviction that the
advance from the eighteenth to the nineteenth century
has indeed been a passing from darkness into light—
a crossing of the great gulf, which we alluded to in
our first paper, as severing the two most dissimilar
@ras of our history.

It is not without reason that “we boast,” as old
Homer sang long ago, “to be far better men than
our forefathers.” Low as, in the opinion of some,
the standard of our politics has sunk, it would be
hard to wring a consent, even from the lowest of
Oxford pot-wallopers, to the unblushing sale of the
civic representation in Parliament. The stoutest of
reactionaries would stand aghast at a public repri-
mand delivered at the bar of the House to civic
functionaries guilty, on their own confession, of open
and flagrant corruption, at a second bargain con-
cluded even within the walls of Newgate, at the
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Flavia’s fan. Baylis and Blenkinsop have disappeared
with the wigs they so deftly manufactured ; and the
barber is no longer seen hurrying to college to pre-
pare the student’s peruke for Hall = With the
barber other trades have sunk into comparative in
significance. The Guild of Cordwainers, the Com
pany of Tailors, only afford subjects of interest to
the civic antiquary. If we turn from city to county
we can scarce recall the farmer of a hundred years
ago, “fixed funguslike on his peculiar spot,” know-
ing nothing, caring nothing for improvement of the
outer world, amid the present bustle of Farmers’
Clubs and Agricultural Societies. The iron road
along which we whirl in a day from London to
Edinburgh has carried us almost beyond the memory
of the Turnpike of the end of the Last Century, quite
beyond that of the mud-lane of its opening.

This age, however, of the Georges was by no
means an age of inaction. Materially it was an #ra
of gigantic progress. While the mind and con-
science of Europe were waiting, as it were, for the
thunder-burst of the French revolution to wake them
from their death-sleep, mechanical ingenuity and
commercial activity were rapidly raising England
to the position which it holds at this day as the
manufacturing centre of the world. Little as yet was
generally known of the laws by which this commerce
was regulated. Lord Kenyon was charging grand
juries, and Oxford magistrates were advertising
against the practices of forestalling and regrating, the
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confederacy is clipping the ambitious wings of the
Grand Monarque; when it closes the descendant
of Louis XIV. is a refugee at Hatfield, and another
great confederacy is on foot for his restoration to
the throne of the Bourbons. Nor is the contrast
less in our own internal progress. If 1700 witnessed
the university’s greatest inactivity and degradation,
1800 saw the first beginnings of that system of
examination which led the way to higher and nobler
intellectual efforts. If religion during the first years
of the eighteenth century seemed dormant within
her walls, the middle of the century sent Wesley
and Whitefield forth to sow the good seed which
may almost be said to have saved England from
the fate of her sister countries of the Continent.
The county was not behind bhand. It is the great
w@ra of enclosures; commons are disappearing, the
great range of open country from Banbury to Chip-
ping-Norton is being parcelled out into fields and
farms ; the value of land is doubling and trebling,
and yet the farmers find no reason to complain. The
old race of agriculturists is dying silently away before
the dawn of a better system of culture; the close of
the century sees a new race springing up eager to
test and adopt the new implements that are to work
a revolution in their modes of farming,—the drill and
the thrashing mill, the scarifier and the horse-hoe.
Externally, indeed, there seems little change or pro-
gress in the city. The corporation is as corrupt in
the beginning as in the close of this wra, as busy in
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sanitary improvements and the connexion of wide
open streets and free-air circulation with health is
becoming daily more recognized. But our limits
bid us pass on to another topic which may have
struck, perhaps, the readers of this series. Interest-
ing books have been written on the boyhood of great
men ; it was one of the felicities of our subject that
it introduced us to not a few of England’s greatest
intellects at a time of still greater interest than their
boyhood, the time of brief rest ere that plunge into
the life-ocean which some were to buffet so manfully,
where some were to suffer so terrible a shipwreck.
We saw the father of the Wesleys, with his allowance
of five shillings from his friends, copying, running
errands, teaching, for a livelihood ; Foote acting
Punch through the streets, ridiculing the pedantry
of Provost Gower, and dashing through Oxford in a
coach and six greys. Malmesbury met us, the future
diplomatist, drinking claret and playing whist with
Eden and Charles Fox; the brilliant though dis-
cursive writer whom we have so recently lost, De
Quincey, was there, entering hall with coat buttoned
to the throat, and gown drawn close about him to
conceal the rents in his threadbare habiliments ;
Collins was parading about Queen’s or Magdalen in
laced hat and the finery of an exquisite; a greater
poet, a still more unhappy man, Shelley, is staining
his carpet with vitriol or making ducks and drakes
in the pool below Shotover, or snatching up the
children whom he met for a kiss. Gibbon paces the
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and flowing through time-honoured cloisters and
beneath immemorial elms, where the most
venerable of living beings is the man in his last
term.

It is difficult to express the sense of fogyism with
which one reads the innumerable Oxford jeux d'esprit
that float down to hall or parsonage as Charlie comes
home for vacation; such amusing little essays, for
instance, as these which have just been collected in
the form of the Ozford Spectator. There is all the old
fun, the old sense of social ease and brightness and
freedom, the old medley of work and indolence, of
jest and earnest, that made Oxford life so picturesque.
But every form in which this spirit embodied itself is
changed. We have to begin our Oxford again, as we
had to begin it when we faced the Vice-Chancellor at
our matriculation. All is new, all is strange to us,
and we are plunged once more into the ‘“ Freshman’s
Dream ” which has been so ingeniously sketched by a
writer in these essays:—

I dreamed that I was wandering at midnight in the
Christ-church meadows. The sun was shining, and all
the trees bore the similitude of the colossal heads which
form the new decoration of the Theatre. I was hasten-
ing to Iffley to attend a lecture for which I was in no
measure prepared. One tree gravely requested me to
subscribe to the Botanical Gardens, while another asked
me with great affability to wine. Then the ground
beneath my feet turned suddenly to cinders, and I was
exhorted to feel my stretcher, because it was the last lap.
I rose in the air, and found myself on my feet at the
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other its academical fame and municipal importance. We find it,
indeed, linked with the earliest annals of our country in a connexion
with the most momentous matters of national concern; and every
succeeding age has something to tell of the story of its institutions
and of the great men it has furnished for the guidance of the state
by their wisdom and virtues. Nor is the name of Oxford, considered
apart from those points of view which associate it in our minds with
its endowments for the sake of knowledge—difficult as it will be found
in manifold instances of its history to separate the connexion between
them—a theme of less stirring interest.

In regard to its well-established antiquity, we are carried back at
the very least to the time when our Mercian kings had sway, and it
clearly existed as a corporation with chartered rights long before the
Conquest ; here, too, was wont to be held the witenagemotes of our
Saxon ancestors, and here Alfred and his sons and other kings of
England actually resided. Long before the existence of the University
or any colleges, having a status as such, with a body of statutes for
their government, and with exclusive rights and privileges, the city
was a place of resort for learning, and had its halls, its schools and
hostels ; and in the particular features of these receptacles for students,
of which it is said no less than three hundred have flourished, much of
the interest attaching to ancient Oxford exists.

It is difficult to point out a spot upon which some one or other
of these buildings did not at one time stand. Five only now remain
with their ancient titles; many, from various causes, leading to a
decline of the establishments from the purposes to which they had
been appropriated, reverted to their original owners, the citizens, and
experienced the ordinary vicissitudes incidental to property of the
kind. They became shops, private residences, and inns or hostels
in the modern acceptation of the term; for, formerly, religious houses
afforded entertainment to travellers and strangers, and made the wants
of these conveniences less necessary. The Star Inn is built on the
site of what was a ‘receptacle for clerks,’ and there are vestiges of
the old structure in the richly-carved wooden gables of the Railway
Office annexed to it. The Roebuck occupies the place of another
academical tenement, formerly called Coventry Hall; traces of
Burwaldscote Hall are still to be found in the Mitre Hotel; and
on the site of the Angel stood a tenement belonging to ¢ Our Lady's
Chapel’ in the Church of St. Peter-in-the-East—also a place for the
receptacle of clerks. The names and situations of many, though no
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This is, after all, but a very imperfect description of the places of
learning which flourished in Oxford, yet well accounts for the great
concourse of scholars who resorted to it from all parts of Europe ; and
there is no good reason for thinking the twenty or thirty thousand
variously stated to have been residing here at one time in any degree
an exaggeration. So numerous, indeed, were they that the exercises
for degrees were, from inadequacy of room in the legitimate places,
performed in the shops of citizens, or in the larger apartments above
them. The fall from this high estate is in many ways to be accounted
for. TFeuds between the scholars and the citizens, and grievous
conflicts consequent upon their disputes, fires, plagues, and other
‘visitations, caused occasional secessions, and eventually the polemical
animosities which distracted the nation led to a very general dis-
persion.

We have now to contemplate Oxford under another aspect which
shows its great antiquity. Some of our present colleges are built
upon the site of extinct foundations of a similar character; very slight
remains are all that is left besides the records of antiquaries to attest
the existence of others. This is the case with regard to the colleges
of St. George and St. Mary, the former of which stood within the
Castle ; while the old gateway now to be seen opposite New Inn Hall
is almost the only relic of the latter, though it had some distinction in
the times preceding the Reformation, and was the place of residence
of the greatest scholar of the age, Erasmus, when a visitant at the
University.

It is not our purpose, as it is not in our power in this brief and
cursory sketch, to trace the rise and progress of all those religious
houses which were established in Oxford to give effect to the grand
schemes of St. Augustin and St. Benedict and other founders of the
conventual system. They were very numerous. Some have merged
into foundations which now contribute to give Oxford its great and
merited celebrity as a place of education; others have experienced
the fate of similar institutions in the country; two of them demand
more particular notice. Rewley marks the spot where Edmund Earl
of Cornwall, and grandson of King John, built a monastery for an
abbot and fifteen monks of the Cistercian order. Its ninth and last
abbot surrendered it to Henry the Eighth; and all that we can now
see of it is a portion of its garden walls, and a doorway fronting the
canal. From the insignificant vestiges of Osney Abbey it is scarcely
possible to form an idea of its former magnificence. Now, perhaps,
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to various evidences of its importance among the towns of England in
its civil capacity; and to what has previously been said on this point
may be added the fact of the frequent struggles for the possession of it;
and this circumstance leads to the consideration of it as having been
a fortified place once, and capable of making a defence against all
the then known appliances of war; and it may be here incidentally
observed that the history of its old walls and mural mansions affords
the most certain proofs of its great antiquity. They are recognized
in Doomsday Book—in which the Saxon customs of the citizens, with
their privileges and common pasturage of Port Meadow, are also
minutely recorded and acknowledged—as having had an existence
in the times of Edward the Confessor. It will be requisite, however,
to draw considerably upon the imagination for the picture which
Oxford presented in that condition. ‘These walls, in the words of
Dr. Ingram, ‘were of an oblong form, nearly square from the east
end to about the middle, where they assumed a kind of parabolic
curve on each side, gradually contracting towards the west end, so as
to form just space enough for a strong fortress or “castellum,” con-
structed in the most scientific manner, and surrounded with a deep
moat, gates, turrets, and drawbridge,’ The buildings in Long Wall,
Holywell, Broad Street, and the north side of the town generally, shut
out from our view the bastions which remain and other traces of the
means Oxford has made use of at different periods for resistance to
a besieging force. All beyond the north wall was, with little exception,
an open space, little gardens of the townspeople extending from the
line of defence to a stream which flowed down what we now know as
Broad Street, though it had previously been called Horsemonger Street,
from the custom of holding a fair for horses on the spot, as well as
Canditch (Candida fossa), from the clearness of the stream which we
have mentioned.

Beaumont Palace, built by Henry I, and memorable as the birth-
place of Richard Cceur de Lion, and as the favoured residence of the
kings of England to the time of Edward the First, was unquestionably
the most considerable spot in this quarter of the suburbs. Its spacious
grounds were bounded on one side by the square—formerly a bowling
green—on which now stands the city gaol. The intervening space
between this and the fortifications consisted of irregular hedges on
uneven ground, which have given the name to it of  Broken Heyes.’

But it falls within the compass of our present notice of Oxford to
give only such an account of it as is sufficient for a contrast to the
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No. 11

In Seventeen Hundred and Fifty-nine—just one century ago—
England was engaged in the memorable ‘ Seven Years’ War,” under
the administration of the first William Pitt, the history of whose
management of the national affairs is a continued series of the most
splendid successes. He was the chief moving power of the govern-
ment, and communicated by his own rapid decisions and fertility of
resource that vigour and alacrity to our fleets and armies, the grand
result of which was a rich harvest of gain and glory to our arms both
by sea and land.

Oxford was not behind the other corporations of the kingdom in
her testimonies to the triumphs of the great genius of the minister,
and the enthusiasm ¢f #he cily in parficular is stated to have been
unbounded in the demonstrations of joy exhibited upon the news
of our victories at Quebec and Minden, the principal achievements of
1759. During this eventful year we find the same kind of stir and
bustle displayed throughout the whole County as we witnessed but
a short time past in meeting the exigencies of the Russian war.
¢ Gentlemen Volunteers who are willing to serve his Majesty King
George in the Black Regiment of Light Horse are invited to meet the
Hon. Captain Gordon at Woodstock, where they may receive three
guineas bounty and a crown to drink his Majesty’s health, and be
mounted on the best hunters that can be procured;’ and the warlike
aspirations of others desirous of serving in the Royal Regiment of
Light Infantry are encouraged by similar inducements ‘to be explained
to them upon repairing to Colonel Crawford at the Mitre Inn, Oxford.
The same activity is displayed in an account given of the march
through our city of companies of militia, headed by Sir Roger New-
digate, one of the representatives of the University, and of their halt
at Woodstock and other places, where  they met with great civilities
from the neighbouring gentlemen.” Everything we read relating to
Oxford at this period shows how all-engrossing the subject of the war
was in men’s minds, to the exclusion of almost every other topic of
a political character. There does appear certainly an endeavour to
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may be gathered some acquaintance with the prevailing fashion in
articles of apparel, and the contrast it affords to our present usages.
But much greater was the difference as to our customs in other
respects, in the taste for amusements, in the manner of spending
leisure hours, and in the mode of travelling. With regard to the Jast-
mentioned resource, to accomplish the distance between Oxford and
London in one day was considered a great accommodation afforded
to the public:—¢ A Flying Machine, allowed by Dr. Randolph, the Vice
- Chancellor, is advertised to set out from John Kemp’s, over against
Queen’s College, in the High Street, six times a week during the
summer season, at five in the morning ;’ and to a similar notification
of a like conveyance under the same denomination, the proprietor
appends a Nota Bene that ¢ this machine goes in one day all the year.'
These announcements, however, may rather be taken as a sign of the
greater demand for conveyances of the sort than as evidence of very
much increased expedition in travelling ; for we have in the diary of
Anthony Wood the following memorandum :(—* Monday, April 26,
1669, was the first day that the flying coach went from Oxon to
London in one day. A. W. went in the same coach, having then
a boot on each side. Among the six men’that went, Mr. Richard
Holloway, a counsellor of Oxon (afterwards judge) was one. They
then (according to the Vice-Chancellor’s order, stuck up in all public
places) entered into the coach at the tavern door against All Souls’
College, precisely at six of the clock in the morning, and at seven at
night they were all set downe at their inn, at London.’

The diversions of the people of Oxford a hundred years ago do not
evince great refinement, and sporting of every kind was in vogue.
Cocking found patrons in Lord Lieutenants and others of high degree,
when a match was to be fought between * the gentlemen of Oxfordshire’
and some other mﬂnty. Racing, too, held out its temptations to the
betting fraternity at almost all our towns in the usual shape of sweep-
stakes, plate, and cup, to be run for at their respective races. Ringing
and singing for a hat, playing at broadsword for a like prize or its
equivalent in specie, formed the pastime of the Whitsuntide holidays ;
and we meet with a ‘Notice given to the Public of a Hog to be
Barbecued at Tit-up Hall’ (a noted place of rendezvous under
Shotover Hill) for the further attraction of company at this season.

Coffee houses were places of great resort and were very numerous
in the city; they were different in their kind from what we now
understand by those of the same name. Warton, in his humorous
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The great event of the year 1759 was the installation of the Earl of
Westmoreland, who had been made Chancellor of the University upon
the death of the Earl of Arran. It took place upon the 8th of July,
and appears to have created all the interest ordinarily attaching to
those solemnities, but nothing more; it was, in the main, the same
drama we have ourselves seen several times enacted under a new cast
of performers, with the usual processions, recitations of academical
exercises, speeches, and oratorios. The reception given to the new
Chancellor was questionless a flattering affair, and marked the respect
felt for his character, and the distinction conferred upon him. He
made a public entrance into the city by the East Gate, and was
attended by a long train of the coaches and equipages of the nobility
who had accompanied him for some distance on the Wycombe road.
In this we observe a ceremonial somewhat differing from the custom
of more modern times, as well as in some of the following particulars
which have been given of the event. ‘Notice was given of his near
approach by the ringing of a bell at St. Mary’s Church, which called
together the gentlemen of the University, who were ranged, according
to their different orders and degrees, on his right hand from the East
Gate to St. Mary’s Church ; the left hand was reserved for townsmen.’
Honorary degrees were conferred on this occasion upon nearly fifty
individuals of various ranks, amongst whom we notice the name of
Arne, the celebrated musical composer; Pye, subsequently Poet
Laureate ; and Sir R. Glyn, Lord Mayor and representative of the City
of London, who made some figure in the political world; the others
were not men of remarkable note in any public capacity. The
greatest cordiality between the City and University was manifested ;
and respecting the general good feeling which prevailed between
Gown and Town we may mention the following circumstance :—The
Rev. Mr. Barton has been recently elected Warden of Merton College,
and upon his return to the University to ‘take possession of his
college,’” he was not only accompanied by his own Society, but by a
¢ prodigious’ number of the principal tradesmen of the town who went
out to meet him in the road.

No impulse had as yet been given to any purpose, if it then existed,
of bettering the condition of the inhabitants in respect of the improve-
ment of the streets and houses. The great changes which tended
to constitute its present features of attraction, and which we shall
notice in their proper place—were of a later date. Nor was there at
this time any uniform publicity of the proceedings of the Corporation,
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No. 111

ArtHoucH the times for several years immediately following the
period of which we took a survey in our last notice of Oxford were, in
a national point of view, characterised by events of great interest and
moment, we have not been able to meet with any particulars of that
participation in them which generally distinguishes the city upon
occasions calling from the people a display of their loyalty and
attachment to the institutions of the country. George the Second died
QOct. 25, 1760, and was succeeded by his grandson George the Third.
On this event addresses of congratulation and condolence poured forth
from all parts of the three kingdoms, all bodies, politic and corporate,
vying with each other in testimonies of duty and affection; but in no
chronicle of the occurrences of the day do we observe more than what
this notice of the acts of the cities in general enables us to infer of the
part taken by Oxford in particular. Nor do we find, as might be
expected, any specific mention of the claim of the mayor and burgesses
to serve, according to their charter, with the citizens of London in the
office of butlership to the king on his approaching coronation. This
claim was allowed at the coronation of his predecessor, when it
appears to have been resolved, by a Court which sat for that purpose,
to regulate the several pretensions of persons to do service at that
solemnity by the precedent of what had occurred at the coronation of
James II and his queen. As we have observed, this claim of the
mayor and burgesses was allowed, with three maple cups for their
fee ; and to the mayor of Oxford was presented a high gilt bowl and
cover richly chased, of 110 ounces, as a gift from the king to the city,
with his Majesty’s arms engraven on it. The origin of this high
privilege may not be known to all our readers, and we will quote from
Peshall the account he gives of it—‘King Richard I was born here,
and to do honour and service to his native place, especially as he was
going abroad into foreign parts, thinking it would advance the strength
of his dominions at home, confirms a Mayor with the addition of two
Aldermen, that the Oxford citizens’ rights and privileges should be the
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No. IV

T is our object to lay before the readers of these papers on Oxford
the occurrences connected with it in a regular succession, as far as it
is possible, from the period which we took as our starting-point, and
with as much circumstantial particularity also as will not too greatly
interfere with the comprehensive and general purposes of a newspaper.
The scantiness of materials within our reach with respect to the events
of the first period of our century—a circumstance which has already
been noticed—presents in our way some obstacles to the perfect
execution of this plan ; and we may add, that—perhaps from ignorance
of the proper mode of addressing ourselves to some, capable of
rendering us very efficient assistance by means of the information they
possess—we have moreover experienced unlooked-for difficulties, so far
as the time in question is concerned, on matters of local interest to
Oxford men, and which all Oxford men ought to know. But an
abundant harvest is in prospect, and we now proceed to our gleanings
of the three or four years immediately following the last details which
have been given. The treaty signed at Fontainebleau, in 1762, for the
purpose of bringing to an end the hostilities in which England had
taken part in order to adjust the political interests of Europe by a
settlement of that difficult problem, the balance of power, was very
unpopular; and the general dissatisfaction it produced throughout the
country, on the ground of its inadequate results, extended to Oxford.
Nevertheless, the usual demonstrations followed upon the Proclamation
of the Peace in the following year. An affair of this kind was formerly
one of more than ordinary concern to our citizens. The civic ceremony
observed on the like occasions in more recent times has not been of
a very imposing character, and affords no means of judging of the
importance attached to display at the times of which we write. We
will give a description from a manuscript, entrusted to us, of the
proceedings which took place at Oxford on the proclamation of the
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, Feb. 1oth, 1748—49, thinking it cannot fail
to be read with a considerable degree of interest from the circumstantial
detail it gives of a now obsolete custom. On this occasion we find
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Companies in an account, taken from the manuscript memoranda of
Dr. Rawlinson, in the Bodleian Library, of the reception given to the
Prince of Orange on his visit to Oxford a few years previous to the
occurrence just described, when ‘the Mayor and Aldermen, and all
the Companies with their banners displayed and drums beating, met him
at the North Gate of the city and attended him to the Town Hall,
where in the Council Chamber he was entertained with wine and his
freedom.” It is perhaps too much to consider these companies as
vestiges of the old ¢ Fraternities or Guilds Mercatorial’ of Oxford, but
we may take this opportunity of observing that incorporation of the
trades existed as far back as the Norman Conquest, and a record of
the renewal of the Cordwainers' Charfer in the time of Henry II is
adduced as a proof, among others, of the great antiquity of the City.

A Maiden Assizes at Oxford in the summer of 1763 is a circumstance
which has been thought worthy of note by the chroniclers of the time,
and it had its significance when they had to record capital convictions
without end on almost every other circuit in the kingdom. Then,
indeed, a more sanguinary code of penal laws was in force than can
be found in the whole history of executive justice, and the numerous
executions which took place cannot be held as any proof of the
prevalence of crime, when in the eye of the law almost all offences
were equally flagitious and were equally punishable with death.

The county, however, does not meet with such favourable notice
in the reports of the administration of the law during the three
following years, which included no less than 17 capital convictions,
besides many sentences of transportation for life. In the case of
three men, upon whom the last-mentioned sentence was pronounced
at the Oxford Assizes in 1764, and who had been found guilty of
stealing money from the box of the club to which they belonged,
a point of law was started touching the property, which by the indict-
ment was invested in a Mr. Galten, in whose custody it had been left
by the society in question, and for which he had given his note-of-hand
as a security ; but Mr. Justice Wilmot overruled the objection on the
ground that money accumulated by a society ceased to be the property
of individuals, and that the person who took charge of it was answer-
able ; and in this view of the case Mr. Justice Adams, with whom he
communicated by note across the court, without stating his own
conclusion on the law, concurred. His Lordship, on overruling the
exception taken by the prisoners’ counsel, enumerated different cases
in which the act of a man stealing his own property was felonious, as,
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county, and some remarkable physical phenomena—the more striking,
for their occurrence in the same year and being confined to one part
of the kingdom—are worthy of notice. The following description is
given in the ‘ Philosophical Transactions,’ of a meteor seen at Oxford,
on March sth, at eleven o'clock p.m., by the Rev. J. Swinton. It
presented itself to the eye in the form of a pyramidal column of very
bright light in the southern hemisphere, the base resting on a line appar-
ently between twenty or thirty degrees above the horizon, and after-
wards gradually ascended nearly thirty degrees ; after it had attained its
utmost height, it remained fixed, darting out, as it grew fainter, white
rays and coruscations towards the west. We read, also, of another,
seen by the inhabitants of Oxford on April 23, between 8 and ¢ p.m.,
which is represented as having formed a luminous arch, extending in
its span from N.W. to S.E, so as to bisect the heavens. It was
exceedingly resplendent, perfectly semi-circular, and resembled an iris,
but of a bright white colour. To these accounts, which we note more
particularly for those who make nature and the objects of science their
pursuit, we have to add the singular effects of a severe frost which
happened on the borders of Wychwood Forest on the night of
February 13. A noise resembling thunder or some explosion first
called attention to the phenomenon, when it was found that arms of
huge oaks and elms had been brought to the ground by the weight
of the ice, with which they were incrusted, to an incredible thickness,
The roads were so completely blocked up by the fallen branches of
the trees that it was necessary to employ labourers in great numbers
to make them passable, and many hundred loads were removed before
the object could be accomplished. Upon experiment it was ascertained
that the body of ice collected on each plant was twenty times heavier
than the plant itself, a fact which can only be accounted for by an
immediate and intense congelation of the rain that had fallen on the
trees. The occurrence of a somewhat similar phenomenon in Blenheim
Park on the evening of the 29th of November, 179%, when nearly
a thpusand loads of wood were destroyed by a frost, is recorded by
Dr. Mavor, who also remarks upon the peculiar circumstance of its
effects being confined to that spot.

But a much greater sensation was produced this year by the shock
of an earthquake which was felt at Oxford Nov. 4. Its general effect
is described as that of a reverberating agitation throughout the town,
attended with a rumbling noise, occasioned, as it were, by the continued
falling of something on the floors of the houses. In the bedchambers
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document being read the Magistrates unanimously agreed to use the
most vigorous measures for suppressing all future outrages. These
outrages had, indeed, been carried to a great extent; the mob at
Oxford had attacked all the adjacent mills, from which they brought
away all the flour they could seize upon, and divided it in the market-
place, and at Henley the Riot Act was read before the rioters could be
dispersed. The scarcity and highprice of provisions which had produced
these disturbances were occasioned by the too free exportation of corn
for foreign consumption ; and to tranquillize the public mind it was
found necessary by the Government to put an embargo upon all ships
laden for exportation of grain, and put in force the laws against
regrating, engrossing, and forestalling. There were perceptible signs
of an approaching embarrassment in the preceding year; and with
reference to Oxford, we read that, ¢ Being price day, the clerks of the
market fixed the price of wheat at 6s. 64. per bushel, and malt at
45. 6d. ;" to which is added the remark, that at this high rate the lessees
of College lands pay the reserved rents for the half-year past. Special
commissions for the trial of the rioters throughout the country were
issued, and at Oxford several convictions of different offenders took place.

The miscellaneous character of the above occurrences do not admit
of the coherency of a regular historic narrative, nor do the subjects
touched upon much elucidate the social usages of the period. The
time is to come for marking a decided movement in the progress of
the arts of life and a development of the intelligence of the people.
From, however, the letter of the Secretary of State above quoted, in
reference to the riots of 1566, it is easy to discern the growing influence
of a political power, which subsequently exercised complete sway in
both the city and county, though it is now a thing of the past; and as
a guide to the political tendencies of Oxfordshire at the time, it may
be observed that Sir F. Dashwood was Chancellor of the Exchequer
under the premiership of the great favourite of the Crown, Lord Bute,
and that the Duke of Marlborough was Lord High Chamberlain.

In 1463, W. Ives was Mayor, but dying in his Mayoralty, J. Treacher
was chosen in his place. ;

In the years 1764, 1765, 1766, R. Tawney, Philip Ward, and
J. Phillips were respectively elected to that office. .

In 1766, G. Nares, Sergeant-at-Law, was appointed Recorder, in
the place of J. Gilpin. This eminent lawyer had been previously
Town Clerk, was subsequently elected M.P. for the city, and eventually
became a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas.
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their pecuniary embarrassment, and offering to re-elect them, provided
they advanced a sufficient sum of money—=£4,500—to enable them
to discharge the debt, the very interest of which was a disagreeable
diminution of the city revenues. With a proper spirit and regard for
their honour, Sir Thomas Stapleton and Mr. Lee laid the case before
the House of Commons, and received the thanks of the House for
their conduct in the transaction. Those who had signed the letter
containing the corrupt offer were forthwith ordered to appear at the
bar of the House, and not being able to deny the charge alleged
against them, were committed to Newgate. The individuals implicated
in this affair were Philip Ward, late Mayor of the city ; John Treacher,
Sir Thomas Munday, Thomas Wise, John Nicholls, John Philips,
Isaac Lawrence, and Richard Tawney, Aldermen of the city ; Thomas
Robinson and John Brown, Bailiffs. After a confinement of five days
in Newgate, they petitioned the House, acknowledging their guilt, and
begging to be released. This expression of their contrition had its
weight, and, after receiving upon their Anees the following severe
reprimand from the Speaker of the House, Sir John Cust, they were
discharged : —

“The offence of which you have been guilty has justly brought you
under the severe displeasure of this House. A more enormous crime
you could not well commit, since a deeper wound could not be given
to the constitution itself than by the open and dangerous attempt which

you have made to subvert the freedom and independence of this
House.

“The freedom of this House is the freedom of this country, which
can continue no longer than while the voices of the electors are unin-
fluenced by any base or venal motive. For if abilities and integrity
are no recommendation to the electors ; if those who bid highest for
their voices are to obtain them from such detestable considerations,
this House will not be the representatives of the people of Great
Britain. Instead of being the guardians and protectors of their
liberties, instead of redressing the grievance of the subject, this House
itself will be the author of the worst grievances ; they will become the
venal instruments of power to reduce this happy nation—the envy and
admiration of the world—to the lowest state of misery and servitude.
This is the abject condition to which you have attempted to bring your
fellow-subjects,

‘Many circumstances concur to aggravate your offence. The place
of your residence was a singular advantage. You had at all times the
example of the most respectable and learned bodies of Europe before
your eyes. Their conduct in every instance, but especially in the choice
of their representatives, was worthy your imitation. VG,

‘ You are magistrates of a great city ;—in such a station it was
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examples, which are too often only so many instances of acts of
illegality and wrong done before, are now properly appreciated ; and
in thus pronouncing on one of the most flagrant violations of duty in
public men, we may felicitate ourselves on the circumstances of our
times which exact such publicity of the proceedings of governing
bodies as to prevent any abuse of the powers and trusts confided in
them, or which, at least, takes care that nothing of the sort shall be
done with impunity. Mr. Wilkes, in his remarks on this transaction,
would not allow the thanks of the House to Sir T. Stapleton and
Mr. Lee to be so well merited by them, intimating that their complaint
of the corrupt offer made to them did not at the first appear totally
undeserving of their consideration, and that it took them some time to
measure its value with the dictates of their duty ; for which opinion
he alleges the fact that some of the letters containing the proposition
to them were written in 1766—one on the 12th of May in that year—
whereas their representation of the circumstance did not take place
till January 26, 1768. He states also that an artful attorney, an
accomplice in the guilt of the transaction, drew the parties into the
snare and then left them.

The submission of the corporation, by means of which they obtained
their discharge from Newgate, does not appear to have been very
cincere. Lord Mahon, in his History of England, observes, with
reference to the occurrence, that ¢ their punishment had little effect as
an example, even upon themselves. During their very imprisonment,
it is said, they completed another bargain for the borough with the
Duke of Marlborough and Lord Abingdon. Certain it is that
Sir T. Stapleton and Mr. Lee did not venture to contest the city
against the opposed influence of the corporation at the ensuing
election, when Mr. Sergeant Nares and the Honourable W. Harcourt
were returned by a considerable majority, the defeated candidates being
Mr. Craven and Sir James Cotter ",
offer of £2,500 for one, stating that they were all monopolized by the East and
West Indian proprietors. G. Selwyn notoriously sold Luggershall for £9,000, and
the contest for Northampton cost Lord Spencer £go,000. At Shorcham the

corrupt practices were systematically carried out by a party, blasphemously -::al'lin.g
sitself ¢ The Christian Club, and professing to share in common the profits of their

venality.
1 FINAL STATE OF THE FOLL,

Mr. Nares ... ™ 502
Mr. Harcourt e e 5062
Mr. Craven 332

sir J. Cotter 8o
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but ever so little from an established church; and, as they found
a zealous patron in Mr. Whitfield in a formal defence he made for
them, we may suppose their opinions were much the same as those of
this celebrated preacher on these points. These opinions, however,
whatever they may have been, were imputed to them as ¢ crimes,’ and
designated as such by Dr. Durell, the Vice-Chancellor and visitor of
St. Edmund Hall, when he pronounced the sentence of expulsion upon
the offenders. On the whole it would appear that these six men were
pious enthusiasts, who, with honest convictions, endeavoured to draw
others to their opinions, but who were verging to that form of dissent
from the Established Church, which it could not be supposed the
University ought to pass by disregarded, though there was a consider-
able degree of harshness in the tone and character of its proceedings
in the matter. The Rev. W. Higson, tutor of St. Edmund Hall,
exhibited the Articles, and those selected to conduct the inquiry were
Dr. Durell, the Vice-Chancellor; Dr. Randolph, President of Corpus
Christi College ; Dr. Nowell, Principal of St. Mary Hall; and the
Rev. T. Atterbury, of Ch. Ch., the Senior Proctor.

Upon the dissolution of Parliament, which took place March 11th,
a contest took place for the representation of the University. Sir Roger
Newdigate and Mr. Francis Page, of Aston, in this county, were the
successful candidates, the latter gentleman supplying the place of
Sir W. Dolben—who had been the colleague of Sir R. Newdigate in
the previous Parliament—and defeating Mr. Jenkinson and Dr. Hay,
his competitors for the distinction. As in the case of the city, we
subjoin the number of votes?® polled for each candidate, as a test of
the strength of parties and the estimate formed of their respective
pretensions by the members of convocation. These numbers also
furnish means of judging, in some respect, what was the amount of
the constituencies at the time. It is generally known that candidates
for the representation of the University are not permitted to make
a personal canvass of the electors. The exemption from this pre-
liminary, deemed so necessary a part of the proceedings in elections
among other constituencies of the country, arises in part from the
inconvenience which would arise from it, if indeed it may not be

1 pINAL STATE OF THE POLL.

Sir R. Newdigate ... 352
I'l.-!r. Francis Page ... o oA . o i 290
Mr. Jenkinson ... 195

Dr. Hay ... aes 7 Sl G 62
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No. VI

It appears that the famous reprimand of the Speaker of the House
of Commons to the members of the corporation of Oxford, for the
attempt to corrupt their representatives, and which we gave at full
length in our last number, created a very general sensation; and that
part of it, in which he told them that the example of the University in
every respect, but particularly in the choice of their burgesses, was
well worthy of their imitation, gave rise to abundance of criticism.
First and foremost appeared in the lists the celebrated Mr. Wilkes,
whose remarks on the conduct of Sir T. Stapleton and Mr. Lee have
already been noticed in our account of the transaction. His animad-
versions on the political antecedents of the University are bitterly
severe. ‘I wish to know, he said, ‘if the overt acts of treason, daily
committed in Oxford in 1715, did not force the government to send
General Pepperel there in the same military disposition and with the
same order he would have had in marching into Dunkirk. If the
conduct of Oxford at that time was worthy of imitation, the conduct of
George the First was cruel and oppressive. When the Chancellor,
the Duke of Ormond, was attached of high treason, was it worthy of
imitation to choose for his successor the Earl of Arran, his own
brother ? In the late reign, the conduct of the University, particularly
of the Vice-Chancellor, in the affair of the students who had lately
drunk the Pretender’s health on their knees, was so infamous that the
government could not wink at it; even so mild a prince as George
the Second was at last forced to a severity, painful to his nature, but
which the public good rendered necessary, against the most inveterate
enemies of his person and family. Was the conduct of Oxford, then,
worthy of imitation? Methinks I still hear the seditious shouts of
applause given to the pestilent harangue of the late Dr. King, when he
vilified our great deliverer, the Duke of Cumberland, and repeated
with such energy the treasonable redeaf. Was the conduct of the
University at the opening of the Radcliffe Library, by their behaviour
to the known enemies of the Brunswick line, and their approbation of
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Wilkes the remarks we have quoted, brought forth in the pages of the
Political Kegister another critic, who, in commenting on the rejection
of Sir James Cotter for the city, observed that it was less a matter of
surprise to find the werthy citizens of Oxford regardless of their
liberties than any other constituency in the kingdom, since the
University had always been an enemy to freedom; had always
cherished the doctrines of passive obedience and non-resistance, and
the indefeasible hereditary right of kings; and that among the famous
propositions which it condemned in the reign of Charles the Second
was the one following, namely, that the people are the fountain of all
legal power and government, pronouncing it to be false, dangerous, and
absurd, and thereby affirming that all legal government is derived from
heavenly appointed kings, who are obliged to allow the people no more
liberty than they think proper. And the writer asks ‘if it can be
thought strange, as these principles have always prevailed in the
University, that they have at last reached the city, especially when
recommended by so powerful an orator as Sir John Cust, who, in the
reprimand he gave to the magistrates of Oxford, told them that the
example of the University, in every respect, was well worthy of their
imitation.’

As the result of the contest for the city in 1768, so far as the defeat
of Sir James Cotter was concerned, gave rise to the last-mentioned
observations, it will be as well to state upon what principle that
gentleman thought to recommend himself more powerfully to the
freemen of Oxford, especially as it was one which, though it has found
favour with some modern politicians, was then a novelty, if not, as we
believe it to have been, the very first of its kind upon which a candidate
for the representation of an English constituency has founded his
claims to notice. This principle goes at once to the responsibility of
a member of Parliament, involving, as a condition of the choice made
of him, that he shall unreservedly follow the instructions of those who
have elected him. Nothing can be more explicit than the declaration
of Sir James Cotter on this point ; and we will quote from one of his
addresses to the freemen the language made use of by him in reference
to it. ¢ As,’ he says, ‘he does not mean to purchase the electors or any
part of their property, so will he then (namely, on the day of election)
convince them of his having no intention to sell them, by his solemnly
signing and swearing a declaration, that he will, without evasion, faith-
fully and disinterestedly receive and execute, to the utmost of his power
anci abilities, their instructions and commands, for the interest of their
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men who clamour against imaginary abuses of their constitutional
rights and privileges under pretence of preserving inviolate our civil
and religious liberties, to raise and spread discord and turmoil amongst
his Majesty’s faithful subjects in open defiance of justice and legal
authority, and in violation of the peace and good order of government
so happily established under his Majesty’s royal protection.” They
also assure his Majesty ‘ that it has ever been and still is the constant
object of their unwearied care to instil into the minds of the youth of
this place the genuine principles of religion and liberty, the security
of which (under God)essentially depended upon the dignity of the Crown
and the authority of the laws, in the due and vigorous execution of
which true constitutional liberty consists, and by which alone it can
be supported.’ '

Mr. Wilkes no doubt read with a complacent smile the sugges-
tions in this address of the University for a vigorous execution of the
laws on those who clamoured, as they expressed themselves, against
imaginary abuses. It is plain, however, that they were smarting under
the lash of his indignant satire, and took this opportunity of resenting
it. But there is no reason to suppose that the expressions of their
attachment to the constitution and the institutions of the country were
not #ken sincere, or to question in any way the existence of an honour-
able fidelity to the house of Brunswick from that time to the present day.

Among the occurrences of this year which we are called upon to
notice is a benefaction of the Duke of Marlborough to the city. The
ostensible purpose of it was to enable the corporation to cancel a debt
with which it had been burdened for more, it is said, than half
a century; and the whole of this obligation, principal and interest,
was paid off out of the purse of his Grace, amounting to no less a sum
than £5,983 7s. 2d. The event was celebrated by the ringing of bells
in all the parish churches, and with other demonstrations of joy. The
freemen were entertained at fifty public-houses, opened at the expense
of his Grace, and a cold collation was served up in the Council
Chamber for the members of the corporation on this ¢ auspicious day "
We must be particular in marking this ‘auspicious day!'—it was
August the 1gth, 1769. Now, if it were possible to divest the mind
of all political considerations connected with this circumstance, words
would be wanting adequate to the proper acknowledgment of such
princely munificence. But with the particulars so fresh in the memory
as the attempt of the corporation to barter away the independence of
the city, how can the event be looked upon in any other light than as
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have been to a great extent superseded by the introduction of the rail-
roads. Canals, upon an average, and after an allowance for the
length of time that must elapse before they can yield any return to
their shareholders, are not usually to be considered as very productive
enterprises, and are, generally speaking, more beneficial to the public
than their projectors. This, however, was not the case with regard
to the Oxford canal, which speedily turned out to be a source of very
profitable investment. The following extract from the trade list for
June, 1843, gives an account of the number of shares, the cost or sum
actually expended upon each, the dividend payable upon it, with its
selling price at the above-mentioned time, and the periods when the
dividends are payable :—

Number of | Amount of | Dividend per Price per Dividend
Shares. Shares. Share per ann, Share. Payable.
1,786 £100 £30 £558 March.
Sept.

We have not at hand the returns for the present time, but we fear
they would exhibit a less favourable picture of the company’s state of
affairs. The four Carfax Lectureships consist of a donation of ten
shares in the Oxford canal, given by Lord Lichfield, who was High
Steward of the city, and of five more given by a Mr. Wycombe,
a member of the corporation; and they must have greatly fallen in
value for the reason above mentioned. In 1835 they were computed
to produce about £530 a year.

We have to record an event of singular interest to scientific men,
which happened on the 3rd of June in this year—the transit of the
Planet Venus. The particulars respecting the places in which it was
observed in Oxford are minutely recorded in a paper in the Philo-
sophical Transactions (vol lix. p. 192), written by Dr. Hornsby, the
Savilian Professor of Astronomy at the time, and subsequently Rad-
cliffe Observer. The phenomenon took place in the evening of the
above-mentioned day ; and for the purpose of making the requisite ob-
servations Dr. Hornsby stationed himself in the upper room of the tower
of the Schools ; while Mr. Lucas, Fellow of New College, and Mr. Clare,
Fellow of St. John’s, placed themselves in the tower of New College ;
an unfurnished room in the Infirmary, commanding the north-west,
was assigned to Mr. Nitikin, a Russian gentleman, then of St. Mary
Hall, and to Mr. Williamson, of St. Alban Hall, afterwards of Hertford
College. Observations were also made in different places by Mr. Sykes,
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No. VII

In 1740, the year following the events we last described, the city
and University were busily occupied in the consideration of measures for
carrying out a plan, which had been long agitated, for the general
improvement of the town ; and it was resolved at length to apply to
Parliament in the ensuing session for an Act to bring this purpose
to effect. The chief objects of public utility contemplated were the
establishment of a Market Place for the common convenience of the
inhabitants, the paving and lighting the streets, and the widening or
rebuilding, as it might seem most desirable, of Magdalen Bridge. The
scheme of construction was accompanied with one of demolition, and,
as essential to the general design, it was further proposed to ask for
power by the same Act to take down the remaining old gates of the
city—East Gate and North Gate, those venerable features of its
antiquity. We shall hereafter speak more particularly of these under-
takings in noticing the events of 1771, when the provisions of the Act,
which met with no obstacle, came into operation.

In the meantime active arrangements were being made for giving
effect to the purposes of that most excellent of the institutions of the
city of Oxford—the Radcliffe Infirmary. The building had just been
completed, and was now supplied with the requisites of wards and
apartments, and all other conveniences suited to its benevolent ends.
It remained to give laws for its good government and for the furtherance
of the intentions in general of the various donors and trustees.
A meeting accordingly took place on the 2nd of June, and as
a preliminary course to the opening of the building for the reception
of patients, the following resolution was adopted by those who were
appointed to conduct the proceedings:—

¢ Whereas the trustees of the will of the late Dr. Radcliffe have, in
pursuance of the said will, and at the sole charge of the trust, f:rnctpd
and furnished a spacious and commodious edifice near the University
of Oxford, with all conveniences and proper necessaries for a general
infirmary, which they have voluntarily offered for the general use of the
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So extensive are the benefits diffused by the Radcliffe Infirmary—
for the scheme of benevolence was not confined merely to the town
and its immediate vicinity, as is the case with the generality of provincial
institutions of the kind—that some further details relative to its pro-
jection and endowments cannot fail to be interesting, and may seem
to be required. Although, then, as has been already stated, the edifice
was not so far completed as to be in a condition for the admission of
patients till the year 1770, the foundation of it was laid August 27,
1759". The ground on which it is built, together with a garden
of five acres in extent, was the gift of Mr. Rowney, that great
benefactor to the city in so many other instances; and one of the
wards of the infirmary is designated after his name, in honour of
the circumstance. The Duke of Marlborough and his family greatly
contributed by their patronage and donations to render the design
available to the public. Very substantial aid was likewise afforded
by Lords Lichfield, Abingdon, Craven, Barrington, and Wenman ; by
Sir James Dashwood and Sir Charles Cotterell Dormer. The Mayor of
Oxford also, Mr. Wickham, gave thirty-one pounds for the furtherance
of the designs of the trustees. Nor should we omit to state here that
the Earl of Lichfield, who died in 1772, devised the proceeds of
a house in Hill-street, London, for the foundation of a Clinical pro-
fessorship, under trust of the Chancellor of the University, the Bishop
of Oxford, and the President of St. John’s College. The professor
under this foundation is elected by the members of Convocation, and
a part of his duties consists in reading lectures in the Radcliffe Infirmary
to students in medicine. Dr. William Lewis, M.D., of Oxford, and
one of the first physicians appointed to the Infirmary, made a bequest
of a hundred pounds in aid of the funds of the institution, and
Mrs. Hayward gave an acre of land adjoining the premises already
acquired. The present purpose of these details excludes the notice
of its subsequent progress. It will be sufficient to say that there prob-
ably does not exist a better example of munificence in any endow-
ment for charitable purposes in the country than in this infirmary.
There is scarcely any description of suffering that does not here meet
with relief; and it redounds to the imperishable honour of the trustees
of Dr. Radcliffe that they should have given such a noble direction to
the employment of the property left to their charge.

1 The burying-ground was consecrated by the Bishop of Oxford, Dr. Robert
Lowth, Nov. 3, 1570; it was a very solemn ceremonial, accompanied ﬁlll the
prayers of the spectators that it might be the only useless part of the establishment.
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clerks. The first most notable result of the Commissioners’ delibera-
tions was the demolition of the remaining city gates. So much interest
does not attach to East Gate as the celebrated Bocardo, although
Peshall speaks of it as ‘the prime or chief,’ adding, as a reason for
this pre-eminence, that it was ‘always the way to the House of the
Brethren of the Holy Zrinily, St. John's Hospital, and East Bridge,
and Petty Pont, which led to London.” It had, according to the same
authority, originally two round towers on each side to defend it, as
also a pair of gates thwarted with a chain, with the others kept shut
and locked in the night season, and another chain crossing the way
from the gate leading to Holywell, to secure the suburbs in the
tumultuous times of the Barons' wars. Long, however, before its
removal it had lost much of its ancient character, and its importance
even as a relic of antiquity had ceased to be regarded. It extended
across the High Street between the houses now occupied by the
Rev. Mr. Millard, the Head Master of Magdalen College School, and
that of Mr. Jones, the chemist. North Gate, or Bocardo, as it was
more usually called, was looked upon with a different feeling, historical
associations vesting it with an extreme degree of interest. It was
anciently the most strongly fortified point of the city walls, no river
running before it to assist in their defence, as was the case with respect
to the other gates. When more peaceful times rendered the fortifica-
tions of the town in general unnecessary, the room over the gate was
converted into a prison for malefactors and debtors within the jurisdic-
tion of the city magistrates ; and Dr. Ingram, in his Memorials, which
were published in 1837, states that there were persons then living who
could remember it as such, as well as an ancient custom of the debtors
in letting down a hat or purse by a cord from the window to receive
the charity of the passers-by. ¢It has also,” says Peshall, ‘ been a
prison for the scholars for little faults.” In still earlier times this room,
together with the house adjoining it on the south, is said to have been
used as a library for the University when it was in Bellositum or
Beaumond. Yet that which has rendered it most memorable is the
circumstance of its having been the place of imprisonment of the
martyrs Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer previous to their execution.
However, these venerable remains appear to have been com prehended
under the meaning of the words ‘nuisances and annoyances, mentioned
in the preamble of the Act; and, having been sold to the Commissioners
for £306, their fiat went forth, and on Wednesday, August 14, the
1 Probably quoting A. Wood : vid. &ist. of Oxford.
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church, expressed his objection to the tendency of Dr. Nowell's dis-
course, but was induced by Sir W. Dolben, who insisted upon his
mistake, to become of a different opinion. During a very acrimonious
debate which took place, Mr. Thomas Townshend proposed that the
sermon should be burnt by the hands of the common hangman.
Mr. Sawbridge, one of the members of the city of London, sarcas-
tically remarked that the only inducement Dr. Nowell could have
for holding forth such doctrines was that his predecessor, Mainwaring,
had done the same, and got a bishopric. Sir Roger Newdigate and
Sir W. Dolben, especially the former, warmly espoused Dr. Nowell,
and with great zeal and ability defended the University, of which they
were the representatives, and which had been mixed up in the charge
of Jacobinical principles made against him. The Prime Minister,
Lord North—who was to become this year the Chancellor of the
University—while confessing his inability to approve or defend the'
objectionable matter of the sermon, endeavoured to rescue the House
from its anomalous position by moving the order of the day; but
his motion was rejected by a majority of 152 to 41, and the main
question was carried for expunging the vote of thanks, while it was
further resolved that on all future occasions a sermon should be
printed before it received the approbation of the House. Inasmuch
as during this debate on Dr. Nowell's doctrines many severe refer-
ences were made to the church service ordered for the 3oth of January,
it was instantly followed up by a motion for repealing the Act for
its observance, on the ground that it was blasphemous, as instituting
a parallel between our Saviour and King Charles. Some edge may
possibly have been given to the feeling on the subject by a remark,
which had been made by Lord Folkestone, that the service was com-
posed by Father Peter, confessor to James the Second. Sir Roger
Newdigate, with his wonted zeal in every matter where he felt the
interests of the University and the Establishment to be concerned,
most ably defended the Liturgy against the aspersions cast upon it
repudiating the necessity or justice of any interference with it; and
he succeeded in defeating the measure by a majority of 125 votes
over 97% Gibbon, the historian, with reference to this debate,

1 Dr. Johnson gives a qualified approbation to the Act of Parliament, which
ratified the insertion for the service for King Charles the Martyr into the Liturgy.
¢ T could have wished it,’ he said, ‘to be a temporary Act, to have expired with
the century ; but to abolish it would be to declare it was wrong. I should have
no objection for another Act to continue for another century, and then let it expire.’
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Scriptures were the proper test, and a belief in them ought to be
sufficient. Lord North eventually refused to encourage the petition,
observing the tendency of some of the arguments urged in its favour
to affect the Union, which he thought to be too fundamental an affair
to be wantonly or lightly treated; and it was consequently rejected’.

We again quote from Gibbon, who, in another letter to Mr. Holroyd,
with characteristic levity thus treats this rather important question:—
‘Boodles, Saturday night, Feb. 8, 1742. Though it is very late,
and the bell tells me that I have not above ten minutes left, I employ
them with pleasure in congratulating you on the late victory of our
dear mamma, the Church of England. She had last Thursday seventy-
one rebellious sons, who pretended to set aside her will on the account
of insanity; but 217 worthy champions, headed by Lord North,
Hans Stanley, Charles Fox, &c., although they allowed the Thirty-nine
Articles of her Testament were absurd and unreasonable, supported
the validity of it with infinite humour %’

Turning to the occurrences of the city belonging to this year we
find that, irrespective of the great changes and improvements set
afoot by the operation of the Commissioners’ Act, as it is usual to
call it, attention became directed—partly, it may be supposed, from
considerations of self-interest, partly by benevolent sympathies, and
on the whole by the necessity of the case—to the condition of the
poor and a more satisfactory mode of administering to their relief.
It had been necessary, for the means of carrying this important object
into execution, to apply to Parliament, and in the previous year an
Act was obtained ‘for the better regulating the poor within the city
of Oxford’ In accordance with the powers thus conferred by the
Legislature, the eleven united parishes were placed under the manage-
ment of the body known by the name of the Guardians, and the House
of Industry was erected. The foundation stone of this structure,
which was built after a design by Mr. Gwynne—the architect of
the new market and Magdalen Bridge—was laid May the 1st,
1772, by the Rev. Sir J. Peshall, accompanied on the occasion by
the Mayor of Oxford, the Governor, and the Guardians of the several
parishes. A brass plate was affixed to the foundation stone, with the fol-
lowing inscription engraved on it :—* Maii Primo, MDCCLXXIL, Joh.
Peshall, Bartus, Gubtor, et Guardiani, P.! By the terms of the contract
it was specified that this building should not exceed £4,030, and that
it should be completed by Michaelmas Day, 1773. It is not possible

1 Noes, 217; Yeas, 7I. 2 Miscellaneous Works.






320 OXFORD IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY [Arr. A

promote the ends of the institution, was subsequently induced to sell
the fee simple of the land on which the building is erected; and
they obtained the sanction of an Act of Parliament for this purpose
(1820). |

On the rgth of September in this year the Chancellor of the
University, Lord Lichfield, died; and on the 3rd of the following
month Lord North was elected by the members of Convocation to
supply his place, without any opposition. On the 6th of October
the new Chancellor was formally installed at his residence in Downing
Street, the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Wetherell, the Public Orator,
Dr. Nowell, and the two Proctors, waiting upon him to invest him
in his office. This was about the last public act of Dr. Wetherell,
the term of his Vice-Chancellorship drawing to a close, and Dr.
Fothergill, the Provost of Queen’s College, being chosen as his
SUCCEessor. :

By the decease of Lord Lichfield, the Presidentship of the Radcliffe
Infirmary also became vacant. Public opinion must approve the
choice which the Governors made of the individual to succeed him.
They elected the Duke of Marlborough, and it was a becoming
tribute to his generous liberality, and the active interest he had taken
in furtherance of the useful purposes of the Infirmary.

Among the most conspicuous alterations in the appearance of the
town in 1772 was the removal of a terrace which stood in the front
of Balliol College towards Broad Street. It extended from the south-
eastern angle of the college in an oblique line to the door of the
Master’s lodgings, and was shaded by lofty elms, much in the same
way as the present front of St. John's College, and separated like that
by a low wall from the public road. The enclosed ground was sur-
rendered to the Commissioners of the Paving Act to enable them
to widen the street. Their general plans for the improvement of
the town were further accelerated by an accident which happened
this year to Magdalen Bridge, when part of a great arch next to the
lodgings of the Physic Garden fell in. The avenue to the bridge
was consequently shut up, and it became necessary for the con-
venience of travellers to open a temporary road and bridges at Milham
until the new bridge was completed. This new bridge, as well as
the market—results of the Commissioners’ plans of improvement—
will shortly demand our notice. The latter bad already been
advertised, and attention called to the Act against forestallers; but
combinations to enhance the price of commodities were nevertheless
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No. IX

WE have seen the part taken by the representatives for the University
in the measures brought before Parliament in the year 1772 for
procuring relief from subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles, and
for extending the benefits of toleration to nonconformists generally.
The favourable disposition which in the course of the debates on
these questions had been shown by members of high authority for
granting the exemption required, suggested a renewal of petitions
of the same tendency, though under a different shape, before even
the session was concluded; and they were supported by a consider-
able part of the ministers, and almost the whole of the opposition.
Such was the unanimity in a rather full House on one of the dis-
cussions which took place on the subject, as to leave only the names
of Sir Roger Newdigate and his colleague, Sir William Dolben, to
constitute the minority. But Sir R. Newdigate was not of a temper
at any time or under any circumstance of repulse to yield to an
alteration in the established state of things. To arguments urged
from the Letters of Locke on Toleration, he answered that it was
the work of a speculative philosopher, and that his reasoning was
too pure for the depravity of the times; that the religion of a country
must take the complexion of its government—monarchical in a
monarchy, republican in a republic ;—that churchmen had tender
consciences as well as dissenters, who had moreover, in many respects,
advantages superior to the Church, especially in the power they pos-
sessed of choosing their own ministers.

The success of these steps in the Commons encouraged the Pro-
testant dissenters in an attempt to obtain a repeal of the Test Act,
and a measure to that effect was carried in the Lower House, having
the support of ministers and their friends, who were supposed to
be desirous of engaging in a Protestant league against the Roman
Catholics. But it experienced a different fate in the House of Lords,
notwithstanding the countenance it received from such names as
Lords Camden, Shelburne, Chatham, and even Mansfield, being
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delivered both by its advocates and opponents. The House, how-
ever, was not inclined to give its assent to the new formulary
proposed, or to make any alteration in the statute upon the subject;
and so the proposilion was rejected by rrr votes to 64. This
defeat could not have been felt to be very ignominious or decisive,
as in the following month two further efforts were made to obtain
the same object, in the one instance by means of a proposal to
subjoin some qualifying explanation to the objectionable statute, and
in another by a new form of subscription, but in both cases with
less success than that with which the endeavour in the first place
to get rid of it altogether was attended.

The event which chiefly engrossed attention this year was the
installation of Lord North; and the description given of the pro-
ceedings at Oxford in honour of the Chancellor on this occasion,
fully justifies the common belief that it surpassed all others of the
kind which had previously taken place. Various circumstances
occurred to give felat to the occurrence. Lord North was then
Prime Minister, and had taken part in the conduct of some of the
most momentous concerns in which the country had ever been
engaged, first as a Commissioner of the Treasury in the outset of
his political career, then as Paymaster of Forces, and afterwards in
the management of the national resources as Chancellor of the
Exchequer. His high political position may have partly recommended
him to the University ; but it is impossible to suppose that an amiable
disposition, a reputation for classical scholarship, and other great
qualities did not greatly influence them in the choice they made of
their Chancellor. * He was, says his great political opponent, Burke,
¢a man of admirable parts; of general knowledge; of a versatile
understanding, fitted for every sort of business; of infinite wit and
pleasantry ; of a delightful temper, with a mind most disinterested.’

To this eulogium of Burke, on one whom he does not hesitate
to call ‘a great man,’ it has not been thought necessary to append
what he added in respect of Lord North’s deficiencies for political
command during the stormy events of the period, nothing more
being here requisite than to show the qualities which pointed him
out to the University for the functions and dignity of the office to
which they had unanimously elected him. And in this point of
view no one will lightly question the ample fitness of the new Chan-
cellor. He, indeed, fully justified the choice made of him by an
invariable regard for the interests of the University, and a constant
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written by Dr. Wheeler, the Professor of Poetry, and set to music
by Dr. Hayes, the Professor of Music. Lord North held daily
levees—one at Trinity College, of which he was a member. An
assembly in the Town Hall, balls and concerts in the evening, for
which the most eminent vocalists of the day—Mrs., Sheridan, Miss
Linley, and Signora Galli—were engaged, formed part of the arrange-
ments for giving importance to this great event. In the evening
of Thursday Arnold’s Opera of the Prodigal Son was performed in
the Theatre.

It was during this Enceenia that the eminent linguist, jurist, and
profound scholar, Sir William Jones, Fellow of University College,
took his degree of Master of Arts. He had prepared an oration,
with the intention, which for some reason was not executed, of
delivering it in the Theatre. This speech, the object of which was
to show the transcendent advantages of Oxford, and to rescue learning
from the aspersions cast on it of being destructive of all manly spirit,
was published about ten years alterwards, and shows, in the instance
of the writer at least, how compatible the pursuits of literature are
with liberal opinions and an ardent love of liberty. It is somewhat
remarkable that during this year two other Fellows of the same
society as that to which Sir William Jones belonged should have
earned for themselves marks of honourable distinction in the Uni-
versity. These distinguished individuals were Mr. (afterwards Sir
Robert) Chambers and Mr. William Scott, eventually Lord Stowell.
By Lord North’s measure for regulating the affairs of the East India
Company, a supreme court of judicature was established in Bengal,
and Mr. Chambers was appointed one of the puisne judges of the
court at Calcutta. The acceptance of this office pointed to the
necessity of resigning the professorship ; but the University, reluctant
to be deprived of the benefits of his legal knowledge, passed a vote,
in full Convocation, on the gth of July, to allow him the option of
returning within three years and to appoint a substitute to discharge
the duties of the Professorship in the meanwhile. The other instance
to which reference was made is the election of Mr. Scott to the
Camden Professorship of Ancient History. This affair, however, did
not take place till the end of the year, when there was a spirited
contest for the vacant office, Mr. Scott having for his competitors
Mr. Bandinel and Mr. Napleton ; but the result of the scrutiny pre-
sented a considerable majority in his favour ",

1 Dec. 2.—Scott, 140; Bandinel, 115; Napleton, 99.
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No. X

It would seem that the people of Oxford were indifferent observers:
of the portentous occurrences in North America and the proceedings
in the British Parliament with relation to them during the year 1774.
They do not at least appear to have made their feelings and sentiments
on these subjects known through their representatives in any of the
discussions which took place upon them in the House of Commons.
The same remark applies to the other constituencies of the county.
Not a voice was raised by one of them in any of the debates on the
remonstrances and more than a hundred petitions which were pre-
sented against taxing the colonies. These and other facts conduce to
give support to the opinion that they generally acquiesced in the
measures of the Government for subjecting the colonies to an unquali-
fied dependence on the mother country. Although, moreover, it was
obvious that the Parliament had nearly lived out its constitutional
period of existence, and that a dissolution was not far distant, still
no steps were taken for exacting from the representatives any such
declaration of opinion as would entitle them to future confidence, or
to seek for others whose views were more in accordance with their
own. And yet, in expectation of this event, constituencies in other
places were demanding of announced candidates for their suffrages
assurances of endeavours to get the late American Acts repealed, as
well as to obtain a parliamentary reform by measures for excluding
placemen and pensioners from the House of Commons, for shortening
the duration of Parliaments, and for effecting a more fair and equal
representation of the people. No such spirit of activity was displayed
in any of the constituencies of Oxfordshire. The aristocratical in-
fluence in the county, together with its government connexion, will
greatly account for this state of things. The Duke of Marlborough
had resisted by his votes in the House of Lords every attempt to
acknowledge the independence of America. By his interest one of
his Lrothers represented the county and another was member for
the city, Iis Grace’s political bias could not of course be without
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be denied that the three last were distinguished public men; but Lord
Wenman and Mr. Bertie alone appear to have taken any part what-
ever in opposition to the Government. The name of the former is
found in the list of the minority on Mr. Wilkes’s motion for expunging
the resolutions relating to his expulsion from the House of Commons;
and Mr. Bertie opposed the address of thanks to the King, on the
opening of the second session of this Parliament, refusing his concur-
rence in thinking with his Majesty that it  became the part of wisdom
and (in its effects) clemency to put an end to the disorders in America
by the most decisive exertions, and for that purpose to increase the
naval establishment and greatly augment the land forces;’ for such
was the language of the address. We here perceive an identity in
Mr. Bertie's political views, as to the American question, with his
brother Lord Abingdon, who invariably supported Lord Chatham in
the resistance of that great statesman to all the ministerial measures
for coercing the colonies into obedience, and who, when at last
necessity compelled the Government to some Acts of Parliament for
effecting a .conciliation, opposed them on account of their inadequacy
to the end, the insolent terms in which they were conveyed, and the
reservation of the right implied in them to tax the colonies. With
reference to this last point he said, in his memorable protest against
these Acts, ‘This is no constitutional right; on the contrary, the
constitution reprobates and disavows it ; for taxation and representa-
tion are constitutionally inseparable, and America is not represented ;
of course America cannot be taxed. Whilst America therefore will
not accept that by courtesy of Parliament which she holds in right of
the constitution, and for the good reason that an Act of Parliament is
revocable and the constitution is irrevocable, it follows that a renuncia-
tion of the right, and not the mere suspension of the exercise, was the
proper object of the Bill." He further expressed himself dissentient,
¢ because power is given to the Commissioners to grant pardons to
people who not only say they have been guilty of no offences, but the
very Bills themselves say the same thing for them; for, besides acced-
ing to the claims of America, the Americans are styled his Majesty’s
faithful subjects, and to pardon faithful subjects is an act of superero-
gation, if not absurdity.

In endeavouring to form an estimate of the political status of Oxford
at the time when the question of a legal domination over the American
colonies, and that of a rightful resistance upon constitutional theories
by an unrepresented community to any exercise of authority over it,
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The occurrences of a more domestic character belonging to the
period under survey are not of much interest or importance. There
was a great flood in the beginning of October, 1774, by which all the
roads were rendered impassable. Many sheep and other cattle were
destroyed by it in great numbers. The inhabitants of St. Thomas
parish were compelled to live up two pair of stairs, and obliged to
have their provisions brought to them in boats. The walks in Christ
Church Meadow were entirely washed away, as was likewise that
of Merton College. The damage done to the Christ Church walks
was calculated to amount to £200. No meadow land was visible for
three or four miles around. We can call to mind a similar inundation
in our own time:

This year three new windows of stained glass were fixed up in the
north side of New College Chapel. They had been a very long time
in painting and only just completed. They represent twenty-four
figures of Patriarchs and Prophets, as large as life, each standing
on a pedestal, within a niche, and under a canopy of Gothic
, decoration.

In the Gentleman's Magazine for 1774 there are some remarks on
the character of the buildings in Oxford, and the general appearance
of the town. They were elicited by some other observations on the
subject in the ‘North Tour’ of Mr. Young, who had stated that
the private houses were neat. The writer, however, does not allow
them to deserve this commendation, contrasting them with the truly
noble public edifices, with the exception of those in the High Street,
most of them in the other streets being plastered over and built in
‘s barbarous method,’ with the upper stories projecting forward,
though not in that respect so ugly as the appearance presented by the
dwelling-places in other towns. He further remarks that the streets
of Oxford were excellently paved with the smaller sort of pebbles.
They are also described by him as well lighted, an observation which
must of course be understood with reference to the general condition
of other towns, and the capabilities for public convenience which the
oil lamps of the time afforded. The foot walks leading from the town
are stated to be handsomely gravelled for some distance.
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qualifications for business, great judgement, and harmonious co-
operation, the design of improving the city to the extent contemplated,
could have been effected—certainly not with the promptitude and
dispatch we find to have taken place. The completion of the New
Market is in this respect a more striking object than any other
accomplished with the purpose of conferring permanent benefit upon
the inhabitants of Oxford. Here there would appear to present
themselves innumerable and insurmountable obstacles to the most
active spirit of enterprise, if the nature of the locality set apart for
the establishment of a market be duly considered. A slight description-
of its character will fully justify this opinion. The whole area between
Jesus College Lane and the High Street was covered with dwelling-
houses and their ordinary appurtenances, stables, stable-yards, and
gardens. The interior of this portion of the town was approached
by various passages on the north and south sides, and by two openings
in the Turl, one of which was called Maiden Head Lane. The
houses, alternating with the present avenues from the High Street
into the Market, and all together constituting its front, replaced
others, precisely the same in number and occupied by the most
respectable citizens, of whom Mr. Tonge, the goldsmith, was one,
The residence of this eminent tradesman, who became Chief Magistrate
of the city in 1781, was on the extreme left of this range of buildings,
somewhere about the spot where the present Mayor’s house stands,
and adjoined an extensive yard belonging to the King's Head. No
trace is left by the alterations made of three houses ! which fronted
Jesus College Lane, or, as it is now named, Market Street. The
exact situation of all the buildings taken down, with the names of the
owners and occupiers, is preserved in a ground plan of the premises,
sketched by Mr. Gwynn, the architect, and now in the possession of
Mr. Dayman, to whom we are indebted for all the above particulars
relating to the Market .

Enough can scarcely be said in commendation of that skilful
management by which, in so short a time, the face of this locality was
so completely and beneficially altered.

1\ They were severally occupied by Mrs. Deane, Mr. Franklin, and Mrs. Hills—

the house of the first mentioned lying nearest towards the Turl, and close upon the
back of Lincoln College stables—that of Mrs. Deane nearest towards the Corn
Market—Mr. Franklin's house coming in between them.

2 On the site of the present Market were the * Apothecaria * and ¢ Spiceria,’ or
market for drugs and spices ; so that the ground seemed destined for appropriation to
the sale of commodities. Several academical halls also stood more anciently on it.
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being opened to the public; and there can be but one opinion as to
its general convenience, and the great benefit it has been to the town.
It is our business to narrate rather than criticize ; but in respect to
objections that have been broached as to its situation, it is sufficient
to remark that there can be no contrivance for bringing a general
market within half a street’s length of every individual’s house, and for
his own particular accommodation.

Henceforth the different markets which were previously held in
various parts of the town merged in this general one, The names of
the Corn Market, Butcher Row, and Butter Bench readily suggest the
former places of resort for the sale and purchase of particular articles
of consumption. A sort of shed, supported by stone pillars and
covered with a leaden roof, for the purpose of protecting the corn
in unseasonable weather, originally ran down the middle of the first-
mentioned street; it was of great antiquity, but, being found to be
a great obstruction to the thoroughfare, was removed in the early part
of the last century. The shambles in the middle of the Butcher Row
gave way for the improvements to be made under the Commissioners’
Act, when some houses and buildings on the north and south sides of
Carfax were also removed for the purpose of widening the street. At
the same time the Butter Bench ceased to be used for the sale of the
article which its name indicates. On its site stood a tavern, more
anciently called Swyndlestoc, afterwards, the Mermaid, and at the
time of which we write the Fleur-de-lis Inn. It is memorable for
the occasion of the great conflict on St. Scholastica Day, in 1354,
between the citizens and the scholars, of which the account given
by Anthony Wood is, that John de Croydon, the vintner or landlord
of the Inn, having served the scholars with bad wine and treated them
with saucy language on their request to be served with better, they
broke his head with the flagon.

The history of the markets in Oxford, as quoted by Peshall from
A. Wood, contains some very remarkable particulars, both in respect
of their antiquity and peculiarities. His description is too long even
for a convenient abridgement, but an extract relating to the stations
assigned to the sellers of different commodities will perhaps be deemed
acceptable as not altogether inappropriate to our subject, and as also
throwing some light on the origin of the jurisdiction of the University
in this matter, and with it we will conclude this paper. ‘ The citizens
of Oxford withdrawing, for what reason I know not, the yearly
payment of the fee farm rent from King Edward I, that prince
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No. XII

- It is not foreign to the scope of these details to cast a look back
upon the state of things—however remote—from which Oxford has
advanced through different stages of its progress to its present con-
dition. Information of the past can alone give sufficient distinctness
to the value of the present under all the phases of its character, social
or commercial, religious or political ; and in adopting this course of
an occasional retrospect in the treatment of a variety of subjects
which will be brought under the notice of our readers, there is the
additional motive of introducing incidentally many features of interest
belonging to both the University and City. At the same time it will
be our rule to confine ourselves strictly to the events and facts of the
last century, for the basis of any contrast with the previously-existing
state of circumstances.

With this claim, therefore, to an allowable digression to more
ancient times, we purpose, in relation to the subject of our last Paper,
to give some account of the markets formerly held in Oxford. The
existence of institutions of this kind mark, as much as the generality
of other characteristics, the rank at which a town has arrived, bringing
with them infallible proofs of a certain progress of society, which in a
rude state furnishes no inducements for the attendance of merchants
and traders on its wants. It cannot be that when shops in a town
are few, and its required commodities are comparatively limited, that
it would be much frequented by dealers for the general purposes of
traffic. Taking it then for granted that the establishment of a fair or
market for public advantage implies social progress, Oxford was in
this respect no mean city before the Conquest. It was a place of
resort for merchandise in the time of Edward the Confessor, and even
at an earlier period of history, the fact deriving confirmation from the
laws of that king respecting its tolls—a kind of impost which could
not have existed, exclusive of all considerations of commerce—as
well as from the equally satisfactory argument of its appointed
mintage for facilitating the exchange of monies in the time of King
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ment of those who should violate it; the supervision and assay of
weights and measures; cognizance of all forestallers, regrators, and
vendors of unwholesome provisions., Dr. Wallis, in his ¢ Abstract of
Divers Privileges and Rights of the University of Oxford,” has with
some tinge of academical bias, put an enlarged construction on the
power thus conferred upon the University over dealers in the articles
of trade just mentioned, and of its authority in other particulars,. We
‘will quote from this rather uncommon work what relates to the
point :—‘ The custody of the assize or assay as to quantity and
quality of bread, wine, and beer or ale (which had before for some
little time been granted to the Chancellor or Mayor in common), was
(upon a great outrage of the townsmen on the scholars, 29th Edward
III), taken from the Mayor and granted solely and wholly to the
Chancellor, which, I presume, doth extend, as was so reputed, to
the licensing, suppressing, governing, and punishing the defaults of
bakers, brewers, vintners, alehouse keepers, and other victuallers
(though now the townsmen, as to licensing alehouses do incroach
upon us, and bakers and brewers neglect to take licenses). Pursuant
to which, upon broaching each vessel of wine, the Chancellor was to
have a taste or assay brought him ; instead of which they now present
him with a piece of plate every year; and the like from the brewers
for each brewing, instead of which they used to make a present once
a year to the Clerks of the market. And the like for the assize and
assay of weights and measures, of which the Chancellor (or Clerks of
the market) or his officers are to take an account, allowing and
marking such as are just, and destroying what are faulty, appointing
others in their stead. And the clerkship of the market, with the
perquisites, profits, and forfeitures of all these; and of regrators, fore-
stallers, incompetent flesh, fish, and other fare brought to market .’

When the order for the particular standings of traders with their
wares in the High Street ceased to be observed, ‘a full market for
beasts and hogs’ was held on a void plot of ground, covering two
acres, and sitnate partly in St. Ebbe, partly in St. Peter-le-Bailey, not
far from the west gate of the city, and somewhere about the old
entrance to the Castle. This was called the New Market, though it
had probably been used by dealers in cattle at a much earlier period;
but, ‘failing in resort,’ in the reign of Henry VII the ground was
first let out in garden plots, and afterwards demised to private
persons, to be built upon.

} See Collectanea Curiosa, vol. il. p. 35.
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spot. The shops and dwellings of the tailors, for the sake of example,
were confined to St. Michael's parish, in the North-East Ward; and
there prevailed among them in ancient time what they called revelling,
On the vigil of St. John the Baptist, they were wont to ‘carouse
themselves with all joviality in meats and drinks, and would after-
wards take a circuit through all the streets of the city accompanied
with a band of performers on divers musical instruments, and sing
songs in praise of their profession and patron saint. This practice
being carried on to great license—for they greatly disturbed the quiet
of the inhabitants—it was, with another revelling circuit of some other
profession, which took place on the vigil of St. Peter and St. Paul,
prohibited by the King, Edward III, in his letters sent to the
Chancellor for the purpose. Instances are not wanting to justify the
opinion of Dr. Wallis, as expressed in our extract from his work,
as to the right once possessed by the University in regulating the
business of the trading community; they certainly exercised it, and
that to a very great extent: we find, among other cases that might be
adduced, that the Vice-Chancellor in 1581, being minded to settle
good order among the brewers, appointed certain days for brewing,
and that Thos. Smith, a beer-brewer of St. Aldate’s parish, ¢ denying
obedience to his orders, was committed to the Castle and obliged to
beg pardon of the Convocation.’

We should, while speaking of the localities assigned to the different
trades of the town, have noticed the Apothecaria and Spiceria, which
were on the site of our present market. It might seem strange that a
repository for spices should have been in such demand as to form so
distinctive a class of dealers in them; but spiced wines were a very
fashionable drink ; and in the accounts of some of the colleges of
ancient foundation we frequently find sums of money charged for
spices ( pro speciebus) used in their festivities. And here it may not
be out of place to note that manciples of colleges were once very
considerable personages; in so much that to check their ambition it
was by an express statute ordered that no manciple should be
Principal of a Hall,

An account of the character of the Oxford markets immediately
preceding the absorption of them in the general one opened in 1774
appeared in our last number, and to it we have only to append a
particular of Mr. Gwynn, the architect under whose judgement and
directions the plans of the Commissioners with respect to the improve-
ments of the town were so successfully carried into effect. Though












CITY OFFICERS, 16g5-1714 [Arp.
High Members o
A.D. Mayors. e Peliama ”{ Recorders. Aldermen.
16956 J. Taylor Sir Edwd. Norris, Kt.
James, Earl of| Tho. Rowney

L Abingdon

et I. Townsend
1697 T- Hussdon R. Hawkins

(Second time)
1698| J. Knibb

Sir R. Harrison, Kt. Sir Edwd. Norris, Kt
1600 A ir . IMOTT1S, .

(Second time) Tho. Rowney (et alone)
1700| D. Webb IT ‘Ilif:;insﬁ“:;i
1701| Sir W. Clackson, K. S0y g

3 Tho. Rowney T. Eustace
1702} J. Pinnell Fra. Noris Sier,Clar:kmn,K&
1708| T. Sellar
1704| M, Cripps William
Wright, Esq.

1705| T. Payne Montague, | 00 Rowney '

Earl of Si i Wa.fter fi&rt
1706| D: Webb Abjagdon) =iedn0s HASEG Cark

(Second time)
Tﬂ? T- E';ﬂ.:l.!"ﬂﬂ1

(Second time) Sir R. Harrison, Kti
1708 J. Taylor Sir Jno. Walter, Bart. Sir W, Clackson

(Second time) Tho. Rowney

wnal T. Sellar
1709 (Second fime)
1710 J- Knibb Sir Jno. Walter, Bart.
F 8 (Second time) (a place re-elected)
Tho. Rowney
1711| H. Wise

D. Webb
1712 ( Third time)

: Sir R, Harrison
1713| R, Broadwater Sir Jno. Walter, Bart. ¥ e

1714

Sir D. Webb, Kt.
(Fourth time)

Tho. Rowney

]. Pinnell






















































































































































: 3
‘ s o 3 ;
3 > & , A o .
.
3 i ; i




