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The Preface. v

It was therefore covered, becaufe he fhould not
know what was in it. It is enough that the
Afor hath fhown himfelf willing to declare
freely, and without mincing the truth of what
he hath done, without knowing who writ it; if
the Contents thall as well pleafe as admonifh, no
matter what 'm calld. But if you are fo defi-
rous to know what the Writer is, I fhall briefly
inform your curigfity : But I doubt I have under-
taken what 1 cannot perform ; for if to know a
mans felf be more then an Herculean Labour,
then without doubt it is beyond the limits of my
power to tell you what I am ; neither can any
man truly knmow another, unlefs he firft knows

himfelf.

For {fome few years, the World and I have had
a great falling out; and though I have ufed all
probable and poffible means, we remain yet unre-
concil’d. '

My only comfort is, I have a {mall treafure
in Minerva’s Tower, by which I fubfift ; and by
the benefit thereof, can walk abroad, not with-
out taking Obfervation both from what I /Aear
and /ee ; and returning home, Tam Aule vanita-
tem, quam Fori ambitionem ridere mecum foleo. 1
can with Democrztus laugh at the AfFons of men,
extracting Wi/dome from their Follies, and after-
wards /a//: them with a Rod of Experience made

of their own fond inconfideratenefs.
b
























The Preface to the Reader.

Hen this piece was firft publifhed it was
ufhered into the World with the ufual

ceremony of a Preface, and that a large one,
whereby the Authour intended and endeavoured
to poffefs the Reader with a belief, that what was
written was the Life of a Witty Extravagant,
the Authours Friend and Acquaintance. This
was the intent of the Writer, but the Readers
could not be drawn to this belief, but in general
concurred in this opinion, that it was the Life of
the Authour, and notwithftanding all that hath
been faid to the contrary many ftill continue in
this opinion. Indeed the whole ftory is fo gen-
uine and naturally defcribed without any forc-
ing or Romancing that all contained in it feems
to be naturally true, and {o r’le affure you it 1s, but
not acted by any one fingle perfon, much lefs by
the Authour, who is well known to be of an in-
clination much different from the foul debau-
cheries of the Relations, & if the Readers had
read the Spanifb Rogue, Gufman; the French
Rogue, Francion; and feveral other by Forraign
Wits, and have upon examination found that the
Authors were perfons of great eminency and
honour, and that no part of their own writings
were their own lives ; they had happily changed
their opinion of the Authour of this; ; but they
holding this opinion caufed him to defift from pro-
fecuting his ftory in a Second Part, and he having

































































































































34 The Englifi Rogue: Or

home me thought that the {mart thereof made me
cry out, and fo I awaked ; as then the early Larke,
the winged Herald of the morning, had not with her
pretty warbling Notes, fummon’d the bright watch-
men of the Night to prepare for a retreat ; neither
had Awurore opened the Vermillion Oriental Gate,
to make room for Sols radiant Beams, to diffipate
that gloomy darknefs that had muffled up our Hemif-
phere in obfcurity. In the morning I went on in
my progrefs as the day before ; then began a fhower
of tears to fall from my eyes, confidering how I had
left my difconfolate,and almoft heart-broken Mother,
lamenting my lofs, and fearing what fatal courfes I
might take: it was no lefs trouble to me to think
that I was travelling I knew not whither, moneylefs,
having nothing but hazel, and Brambles to addrefs
my felf for the appeafing of hungers approaching
gripes. Now me thought I began to loath my afore-
named Manna, Blackberries, Nuts, Crabs, Bullies,
&, and longed to tafte of the Flefl-pots again, but
the Devi/ a bit could 1 get but what the hedges
afforded me. All day I thus wandred about, not
daring to come near any Town, having had fuch bad
fuccess in the laft when I firft rambled, and now
night came on, which put me in mind of procuring
a lodging fomewhat warmer than the other. A Barn
prefently offered it felf to my fight,which Iaccofted,
and without delay or fear, entred into the inchanted
Caftle, where I found accommodations for the moft
faithful and valiant Knight that ere ftrode Saddle
for Ladies fake. Here might I take my choice of
variety of frefh ftraw, but my wearinefs would not
permit to complement my good fortune one jot, and
1 fo tumbled over head and ears; I had not lain there
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above an hour before I heard a noife, and peeping
out of the ftraw, being in a great fear,I faw a many
ftrange Creatures come into the Barn, for the day
was not yet fhut in. Mythoughts prefentlyreminded
me, that I had heard talk of Hobgoblings, Fairies
and the like, and judged thefe no other; and that
which confirmed me in this belief, was their Garb
and talking to one another in a Language I under-
ftood not, (but fince, I underftand it to be Canting.)
I lay {till as long as my fear would permit me, but
i furrounding me, I was not able to contain my
felf longer, but cryed out aloud, Great God have
miercy on me, and let not thefe Devils devour me ; and
with that, ftarted out from among them : They
amazed as much as I, ran for it too, leaving their
children behind them, every one efteeming him the
happieft man which was the foremoft. I looking
behind me, feecing them following me, imagined
thefe Devils ran upon all four, and having ftarted
their game were refolved to hunt a finful Leveret
to death: Concluding them long-winded Hell-
hounds, I judgd praying a fafer way than flying,
and fo fell inftantly on my knees: The Gyp/fies
quickly overtook me, and finding me in that pof-
ture, foon underftood whence their fear proceeded.
They then {poke to me in a Language I under-
ftood, bidding me not be afraid ; but I had heard
the Devil was a Lyar from the beginning, therefore
I would not believe them. They would have rais'd
me from my devotion, telling me it was enough,
and that made me fufpeét them the more; think-
ing they defigned to get me out of a praying pof-
ture, that they might have the more power of me.
Nothing prevailing with me, they vowed and pro-
tefted they would not injure me in the leaft, and if
KD
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I would go along with them, I thould fhare as deli-
cioufly as they did, this was a potent argument to
perfwafion, and fo I agreed to go along with them
back again. All their cry was now for Rum-booz
(2. &) for Good Liquor. Their Captain not induring
to hear fo fad a Complaint, and not endeavour the
{fupplying the want complained of, immediately
commanded out four able Maunders, (Beggars)
ordering them to ftroule (wander) to the next
Town, every one going apart. Some Countrey-men
gave them drink fearing they might fire the houfes
in the night, out of revenge, others (out of the more
ignorant fort) thought they could command infernal
fpirits, and fo harm them that way, or elfe bewitch
their Cattle, and therefore would not deny them :
in fo much, that in a fthort time thefe four return'd
laden with bub and food. It was prefently placed
in the middle of us, who fate circularly ; then out
came the Woodden dithes, every one provided but
my felf, but I was foon fupplid by a young Rum-
Mort that fate next me intended for my fporting
mate. A health went round to the Prince of M aun-
ders, another to the Great Duke of Clapperdogeons,
a third to the Marquefs of Doxy Dells, & Rum
Morts, a fourth, to the Earl of Clymes ; neither did
we forget, Haly, Abbas, Albumazar, Avcandam, with
the reft of the Waggoners, that ftrive who fhall be
principal in driving Charles his Wain. Moft part of
the night we fpent in Boozing, pecking rumly or
wapping, that is drinking, eating, or whoreing, ac-
cording to thofe termes they ufe among themfelves.
Jealoufie was a thing they never would admit of in
their Society, and to make appear how little they
were tainted therewith, the males and females lay
promifcuoufly together, it being free for any of
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the Stars (as having an alliance to the Egyptian
Magz, the founders of Aftrologick Art) and that the
Minifters of Fate were our Familiars, and fo poffef-
fing thefe poor ignorant people with a belief, that
we could tell their fortunes by infpection inte either
hands or faces; whil'ft we were ferioufly looking
thereon, one of our diwing Comrades pickt their
pockets, or with a fhort fharp knife, and a horn on
the thumb #7zp# their bungs. By asking the filly milk
Maids queftions, we gathered from their own mouths
the propereft refolutions, then they would admire,
and in their admiration tremble to hear the Truth
proceed from the mouth of fuch as were ftrangers
to their adtions, by which means, among fome we
gained a great refpeét, accompanied with fear. Did
not Aftrologers make ufe of fuch firatagems, they
could never acquire fo much repute among the ju-
dicious, as well as vulgar capacities. And becaufe
it falls in fo pat to my prefent purpofe, I thall beg
fo much patience from the Reader, as to give him
a brief account of fome fallacies, fome Star-gazing
Impoflors ufe to work their own ends, and delude
credulous people. One whereof I knew, who raifed
his credit (and fince a confiderable eftate) upon the
Bafis of good intelligence. He kept a fervant, who
conftantly attended below for the reception of fuch
who came for fatisfation in the Aftrological Refo-
lution of queftions. This mans Office was to tell
the Querent, 77z iis Mafter was bufie above, about
Jome grand concern, but if the Peyfon would be plea-
Jed to wait & Little while, till that bufinefs was dif-
patched he queflioned not but that his Mafler would
render him a fatisfaclory aceount of what e demand.-
¢, adding farther (to infufe into him faith, to credit
what he faid) ziat though report lad fpoken largely,
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(and yet nothing but what this Artift hath merited)
yet all came far fhort of his veal defert, having done
fuch flupendious things, that muft needs (without in-
Juflice, be commemorized to Eternity, and admired by
Juture ages. In the mean time, this fervant endea-
voured to pump out of the Proponent what he came
about, which being underftood, he gave information
to his Malfter, by fo many times ringing of a Bell.
This Item being given, the Querent is called up,
and before ever he can frame his mouth to propound
his queftion, this profound Artift prevents him, fay-
ing, / know what you come about Str, (therefore fave
Your Jelf the labour to tell me that whick I know alrea-
dy ) you have loft « Watch, a Horfe, or you would know
kow you fhall profper in fuck a bufinefs, whither Mar-
riage or an Imployment, or any fuch like common que-
ftion. This makes the Artift to be wondered at; and
then erefting a Scheme, pofitively and furlily tells
him what he muft expect, and that he may give an-
fwers more exactly concerning ftolen goods, he was
in conftant fee with 7/ief-takers, who from time to
time, made him a report of what perfons were rob-
bed, what the things were, and many times gave
him a defcription of the Fellon. By thefe praétifes
men believed every word he delivered to be an Ora-
cle; fo that his Chamber was daily fo thronged
ith the report of people, that in a fhort time his
mbition pricked him on to purchafes, with the
oney he had gained thus fallacioufly. One ftory,
eryremarkable, I {hall add,and then crave your par-
on for this my digreffion. One day a young Gen-
leman (but of a mean eftate) came to him, who was
ore credulous than wife, and more inquifitive then
rudent; and having not that wealth which his pro-
digality required, defired inftructions what courfe he
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propofal; if you do, it will be too late to hope for an /-
band. You fhall diflinguifh him from others by thefe
Segns: His Complexion is fair, lis Eye fharp and pierc-
ing, his Hair flaxen,of a middie Stature. Her joy had
like to have tranfported her beyond the bounds of
modefty, which fhe could not conceal, but made it
appear in a pecuniary expreffion of her gratitude for
fuch welcome tidings; and fo promifing him to fol-
low his counfel, the took her leave. The next morn-
ing the young Gallant came, who had his leffon gi-
ven him: but before he went, he made him give
a Bond of 200/. to be paid upon the day of his mar-
riage with that Gentlewoman; which he gladly
confented to, and paid that very fum within ten days
after, for according to the directions was given him,
he met with that Gentlewoman defcrib’d to him, as
he had been before to her, who at the firft fight of
each other, was incapable of containing themfelves,
but mutually embrac’d (after three or four words
paft) as if he had been her (guondam) Dearly Belov-
ed, returned from fome long Voyage, and went not
to their refpective lodgings till their Marriage was
confummated. But to return where 1 left off.
Thus we rambled up and down the Countrey; and
where the people demean’d themfelves not civil to
us by voluntary contributions, their Geefe, Hens,
Pigs, or any fuch mandible thing we met with, made
us fatisfaction for their hide-bound injuries. Our
revenge moft commonly was very bloody, and fo
mercilefs, that whatever fell into our hands, never
efcaped alive, and in our murders fo cruel, that no-
thing would fatisfie us but the very hearts-blood,
of what we killed. The ufual facrifizes of our impla-
cable revenge, were innocent Lambs, Sheep, Calves,
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&ec. all which we handled more feverely than Pri-
foners are by Serjeants, when they are not paid their
unjuft Demands; Fees, I thould have faid, but that
by experience I have found, they walk not accor-
ding to the Rules of ancient Conftitutions, but are
guided by the diétates of their infatiate wills, which
is their Law, which poor Prifoners muft indulge,
(though they rack their flender credits, or pawn
their Clothes) or elfe they muft expect lefs kindnefs
from them, then a Condemned perfon about to be
tyed up by the Hang-man, who will ftay till he is
ready to be turned off. A Goofe coming among us,
we have a trick to make him fo wife, as never to be
a Goofe again: But let the wifeft ufe what tricks
they can, they never fhall make fome Serjeants ho-
neft men. We feize the prey, and leave the Tragical
part to our Morés or women to act: the Szage on
which they perform their parts, is either fome large
Heath, or Firze-bufh-Common, far from any Houfe.
This being done, and night approaching, we repair
to our Dormitories, or Houfes of reft, which are
moft ufually Out-barns of Farmers and Husband-
men, which we make choice of in fome poor ftrag-
ling Village, who dare not deny us, for fear ere the
morning they find their Thatcht Houfes too hot to
hold them. Thefe Barns ferve us inftead of Cook
Rooms, Supping Parlours, and Bed-Chambers: ha-
ving Supt, (moft commonly in a plentiful manner)
we cannot Couch a Hogfhead, that is to fay, fleep,
without good ftore of Rum-booz, that is, drink; and
having fufficiently warm’d our brains with hum-
ming Liquor, which our Lower (Silver) fhall pro-
cure; if our deceitful Maunding (Begging) cannot,
we then fing a catch or two in our own Language,
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and attempting things impoffible ; the product of
which is only diforder, confufion, thame, and in the
end ruine. But when Neceffity thall conjoyn with
an evil difpofition, a deprav’d nature, what horrid
and nefarious fa¢ts will it not inftigate that man to
perpetrate ?  And though he {feeth monthly exam-
ples of perfons condemned and executed for the
like crimes he daily practifeth, will not forbear nor
defift from fuch irregular and life-deftroying courfes,
till they have brought him to the like miferable
Cataftrophe. Neceflity had now deeply faln in love
with me; and the young Virgin Shame-fac’dnefs
(once my Miftrefs) had forfaken me: for as {oon as
I had pull’d but one thread out of her garment, alt
the reft unravell’d ; and fhe not brooking her naked-
nefs, changed her mafter, and fo totally left me.
Having now obtained more than a convenient bold-
nefs I travell’d, and begg’d with very good fuccefs.
But me thought my life was fomewhat uncomfort-
able without a Companion, (all Creatures coveting
fociety, but more efpecially Man:) at length, accord-
ing to my defires, I met with one, whofe long prac-
tice in this Art, befides the Obfervations of his Pre-
deceffors, deriving his pedegree in a diret line from
Prince Prigg, indu'd him with fo much skill as to
furnith me with the knowledge of anything that
belonged to the liberal Art of Begging. We ftraight
betook our felves to the Boosing Ken ; and having
bubb’d rumly, we concluded an everlafting friendfhip.
Than did he recount to me the moft material
things obfervable in our Profeffion. Firf}, he tun’d
my voice to that pitch which might moft of all
raife compaffion ; next what form of prayer I was
to ufe upon fuch an occafion, what upan fuch, vary-
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ing according to the humour of thofe perfons that
I begged of, gathered from their habit or gefture ;
then he told me when we came to Londen, he would
acquaint me what places were moft fit for our pur-
pofe, and what times. That I ought not to be too
importunate to fome, always wifhing well, and
loudly praying for the health and fafety of Eftate
and Limbs of fuch as deny’d me Alms; but more
efpecially pronounce a God blefs you Mafler, and let
Heaven reward what you have here done on earth, if
any thing is beftowed upon me. If anyfhould pity my
nakednefs, and cloath me in garments without holes
in them, I thould wear them no longer than in the
Donors fight, referving my rags to re-inveft my
felf, and fell the other, as unfit and fcandalous to
our Occupation. That we fhould never beg far from
one another, and at nights faithfully thare the gains.
Moreover, he inform’d me the way to make all forts
of feeming fores and lamenefs. That within the
tatter’d rags, there be places provided for private
conveyance. Some of maturer age, if they have no
children, rent them of fuch as have; but we had
no occafion for this fallacy. That if I faw a door
open, I fhould go in boldly; if I met any in the
way, I thould then in a very {fubmiffive manner im-
plore their help in the affiftance of my wants, never
defiring any thing but what was of fmall value, one
half-penny, farthing, or fome broken cruft, (if at a
door) pretending the not eating of a bit in two days.
If the paffage was clear, whip away what was near-
eft to hand. That the time of rifing in the morning
be very early, thewing my felf in the ftreets: for
then will thofe that pafs by, judge I have no o-
ther lodging but what a ftall affords, that way pro-
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curing relief from pitiful-minded perfons, and fo
continue begging till the evening; when it beginneth
to be duskifh, if any then walks fingly, accoft him
in a begging form ; coming up fo clofe, as that you
may knock him down with a Truncheon, ftill car-
ried about for that purpofe ; which is done fecurely,
and many times with a good booty.

Being full fraught with thefe, and many more
precepts he delivered, we fet forth on our progrefs.
We had not gone far, before we were furprized by
the Conftable, as two fturdy Vagrants, and as Zand-
/ail to my new Trade, we were both foundly whipt
out of Town. To avoid this danger for the time to
come, we mift all the towns of any confiderable
note in our way, and only frequented Villages ;
nay at laft we were forc’d not only to avoid them
but the High-ways too: for Travellers obferving our
garb, countenances, and weapon, which was a Bat-
toon, fufpetting us, would before they came near us,
fet {purs to their horfes and ride as if the Devil
drove them. Many petty rogueries we performed
by the way, not worthy the commemoration, and
therefore I fhall pafs them over; only this I fhall
infert.

Travelling the Field-way, we ftumbled on a Zix-
ker and his 7rull lying by an Hedge-fide, I knew
not what to thinke at firft they lay fo ftill, with
much pulling and ftirring then they awakened ; I
askt them what they lay there for? “They anfwered
me, That they were lately bitten by a Serpent near
adjacent, a potent creature, mighty in ftrength, and
of a vaft proportion, who had lately ftung feveral
as well as they. It feem’d very ftrange to us, efpe-
cially having heard not the leaft report hereof. To
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be fhort, I defird them to fhew us the place of his
refidence, which they readily confented to. In ftead
of this Venomous Animal, they only brought us to
its reprefentation in a fign, where a Cup of double-
brew’d Beer was fold, notable huming geer. The
people lik'd the Tinker and his Female Comrade
well enough, but would not admit of us, till we
fhew'd them money : For our Veftments look’d like
the Gleanings of a Rag-merchants Yard. We drank
ftifly till we laid the Woman afleep again : ftill the
Tinker bore up ftifly, the had not flept long, but up
fhe ftarted, pull'd up her coats, and in our prefence
pifs'd in the middle of the room and fo fate her felf
down, yet awaked not : which aétion could not but
produce much laughter from me and my Comrade.
At laft the Tinker fell afleep too, having added fo
much to his former burden that he was no longer
able to ftand under it. Now had my wits enough

to work on: but finding my felf very drowfie, for
the ftrength of the drink had almoft over-powred
me, infomuch that I was forc’d to advife with my
friend what courfe I were beft take to make me a
little more fober: he was fo well known in fuch
matters, (being an old experienced Pitcher-man)
that he quickly counfelled me what to do, he himfelf
being not in the leaft difturb’d. This was his advice
which he did put in practice, he got a Pail full of
water, and fo taking me up by the heels, he clapt
my head thereinto ; holding me in that manner fo
long, that the Pai/ had like to have prov'd the
Ferry-boat that fhould waft me over the S#gian
Lake; this fo qualified the heat my head had con-
tratted by my exceffive drinking of that ftrong
ftupifying liquor, that I found it had wrought its
defired effeéts.
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After this, we ranfackt their pockets, but found
little in the mans ; but fearching the woman in a
private place between her Pocket and Placket, we
difcovered fomething confiderable, which we took.
Having fo done, we thought it high time to be gone,
but firft we refolved to make fome fport as well as
take their moneys, which was thus: I tied to each
of their Girdles, behind, a Flaggon-pot, and to each
a Label affixt, or a paper of Verfes, and fo imme-
diately tript off. The Hoft feeing us go out of
doors with more than ordinary {peed, ran into the
room where the 77zker and his Lady were : he {fud-
denly awaked them, telling them we were gone.
Hearing this, they haftily ftarted up, and reeling
ran to overtake us: the Mafter of the houfe feeing
his Pots dangling at their breech, ran after the 777-
ker, crying, Stop'em, flop’em, Stop the thievifle Tinker,
flop the Whore with my Pof. We were wifer than
to ftay to hear how the Z7nker and his 77ull/ came
off, or to hear the laughter that we undoubtedly
raifed by this waggifh contrivance, but direted our
courfe for Londoern diretly ; where we arrived foon
enough, nay too foon for fome. This Out-cry foon
alarm’d the ears of his Neighbours, who with the
Hoft feizing on them, and carrying them back, gave
us an opportunity for our efcape. The Lines that
were about the 7inkers Pot, were thefe, to my beft
remembrance,

Serpents but [fling, or only bite fo deep,

To numbd the fenfe, fo lay men faft aflecp.
Wit alls far greater things. 'l fay no move:

Pay firll for fleeping, then the Pots reflore.

Thofe that were faftened to the Womans Pot,
were thefe :
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2 Twas not the Serpent, but firong Beer that flung :
T e vent being ftopt, the Drink wrought through
the Bung.

1 had like to have forgot to give you an account of
a merry paffage that hapned upon the road we tra-
velled on ; beating the hoof we overtook a Cart, but
in the name of Rabbi Abrakam, what think you was
in it? In troth even a Squadron of the 7a#lerde-
mallion Regiment; Some pretendedly blind, others
their leggs tied up in a ftring. A third fort having
a dead Palfy over all one fide. A fourth fo lame
as if he never had been ftrung with finews. We fell
into difcourfe, asking them whither they were bound
thus carted ? They anfwered us: every one for his
own Country, we have been already jib’'d (faid one)
that is jerkt at the Whipping-poft, and now enjoy
the benefit of a Pafs. The Surly Rogue the Carter
obferving our familiar talk made a ftand, {fpeaking
to us after this manner, Why how now Gentlemen,
how dropt you out of the Carts Arfe ? what, you
go on foot and your Brethren ride? It fhall not
be; eafe your legs, come I'le lend you an hand. I
was about to reply when a fellow came along who
knew this Carter, and askt him what he would do,
or whither he was going with them Criples. Introth
faid he, to tell you the truth, I am going to Kz/um (a
Town it feems on the borders of Oxford-Shire.)
Hearing this, I knew not what to think on’t but con-
fulted with the afpeét of the carted crew. Their
faces difcovered nothing but fence of danger, fo
that now I perceiv'd their thoughts were folely im-
ployed about their efcape, which they did foon
put in execution. For forthwith the ftrings were
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ply’d to his Leg, binding it thereunto very hard,
which in a fhort time did fret off the skin, the fleth
appearing all raw; then did they take blood and
rub’d it all over his Leg; which being fully dried,
made the Leg appear all black, the Sore they did
only let peep out of the holes of five or fix matterith
clouts. He foon got us a Doxie too, with a couple of
children, (the fitter for our purpofe) the one to carry
in her arms, and the other to lead. Providing him-
felf and me with a good lufty Fzlc/z or Stick, with a
hole at the end thereof, to put in a hook if occafion
thould ferve, to filch any thing off Hedges, &«
Away we went into Moor-fields: he would have
made me a Clyme too, or an Artificial fore; but my
{tomack would no wayes accept of his kindnefs.
Coming into the Fields, he planted me in a conve-
nient place, the Doxie with her Lullaby-cheats in
another; and himfelf in a third, not far diftant from
one another, that one might catch the others Mawnd-
ing at the rebound. I obferv’d my Friend and Rogue
diligently, what he did, for my own information.
One would have fworn he had been abfolutely lame,
for (about to lie down) he flid to the earth by his
Staff; being on the ground, the firft thing I took
notice of; was the pitious diftorting of his face into
various forms, to ftir up compaffion in fuch as paffed
by him; to which he added, a moft doleful noife to
this effect; For Gods fake jome tender hearted Chri/-
tians, cafl through your merciful eyes one pittiful
look wpon a fore, lame, and miferable wretch : Beflow
one penny or half-penny upon lim that is ready o
perifh, &c. 1 knew not how to tune my voice, for
hearkening to him; which he obferving (when all
the people were paffed by) he held up his ftick at
me, a {trong argument of his great difpleafure, which
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left I might farther incur, I was forced to tone it
out to fome purpofe. Night approaching, we left
off begging, refolving to recreate our felves with
what we had got: in the way home, I faw a very
fine piece of Beef lying on a Butchers-ftall, the wo-
man that kept the {hop, was telling a Goffips tale to
her neighbour fo intentively, as I thought I might
feize on my prey, and fhe never the wifer; with that
I boldly fnatched it up; which an oppofite neigh-
bour perceiving, ran after me, and {foon took me. I
was brought back before the woman, who was fo wife
(forfooth) that fhe would not receive ftollen goods,
though they were her own; and fo inraged fhe was,
that nothing would ferve her turn, but I muft go
before a Juftice; and to add to my punifhment, the
made me carry the ftollen Beef openly. Coming
before his Worfhip, my accufation was read, aggra-
vated by many feigned circumftances. The pitiful
and fad cafts of my eyes, were all the Rhetorick 1
ufed in my own' vindication ; which the merciful
Juftice perceiving, they were fo prevalent, as to gain
fome favour from him; whereupon he ask’d the wo-
man what fhe valued her Beef at? Wiy (faid fhe)
I would not have abated a penny of five fhillings. Take
heed what you fay, good woman, ({aid he) for fhould
you fwear this, it is enough to hang /um. O Lora,
Sir, (faid the) 7 would not hang him for a worid ;
then faid his Worfhip, You mu/ft prize it under thir-
teen pence half-penny ; whereupon the Butchers Wife
was content to value it at eight pence. The price
being fet, the Beef was conveyed into the Juftices
Kitchin, and the woman put to her Oath ; having
fworn, my Mittimus was made, and therewith fent
to Prifon. The woman now thought fhe fhould
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have her Beef furely, and without any danger in
the reception, and therefore demanded it; but
the Juftice told her he would buy it of her, and fo
asked her what the would have for it: Sz, (faid
,» The) five thillings; I cannot afford it one farthing un-
,, der. How, how! (faid he) did you not {wear but
,, even now, it was worth but eight pence, and do you
,, now talk of five fhillings? A mear Cheat, Extor-
,, tioner, &c. Make her Mittimus, (fpeaking to his
Clerk) which fo terrified the Woman, that fhe cried
out moft pitteoufly; good your Worfhip, do not fend
me to Prifon, and do with me what you pleafe. The
Juftice at this lookt ftedfaftly upon her (who was
not fo old but that he could difcern a handfome wo-
man when he faw her) and indeed generally your
Butchers have jolly handfome Wives; otherwife
they may be athamed to ferve feven years in hand-
ling and choofing good flefh for others, and at laft
know not how to make choice of a fine young
plump juicie bit for themfelves, I fay,the Juftice
looking upon her, fmiled, yet feemed to reprove
her fharply, and at laft pretended he had fomething
to tell her he would not have every one hear, car-
ried her into a withdrawing Room, where they
ftaid not long but out the came and declared open-
ly that fhe would never defire more juftice done
her, than that good and juft Juftice (as fhe called
him) had fhown her. And as I underftood after-
wards, he did her fo much right, that {he fent him
in an half dozen of Bottles of Canary, and fupt
with him on her own flefh; I in the mean time
withed them both choaked in the eating thereof;
for never did Roman Catholick endure greater and
feverer pennance for eating fleth on Good-friday ;
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to us; fitting down he defired me to put my
hand down his neck between his wafcoat and fhirt,
which accordingly I did, but admired to groap
out three rafthers of Bacon, which I produced to
the Company. Very importunate I was with him,
to know what it meant, and how they came there.
Give me attention (faid he) and I will unravel this
riddle thus. Walking along the ftreets leifurely,
{trictly eying any thing on which I might feize fe-
curely and advantageoufly : at length I faw a good
pittiful old Woman (for fo fhe feem’d to me by her
countenance) felling Bacon, who I obferv'd did put
what money fhe took into a pocket made in her
Apron. Upon this fight Fancy me thought fuggeft-
ed to me that her money was “as already as furely
mine as if I had already confin'd it clofe Prifoner
in my leathern dungeon. And thus I wrought my
defign. Good Woman faid I, (fpeaking in a whin-
ing tone,) how do you fell your Bacon a pound?
Seven pence (faid the,) whereupon I began a lamen-
table oration, telling her that I would willingly have
half a pound but that I had but three pence ; that
my Mafter was a very cruel man, half ftarving his
fervants ; come give me your money firrah, {he faid,
for once you fhall have it fo ; weighing it, I defired
her to cut it into flices and thruft it down my back;
She asked my reafon for it, I told her that my
Mafter ufually fearcht me, and fhould he find any
fuch thing in my pockets, he would half murther
me. Alas poor boy (quoth the good old Woman)
lean down thy head towards me, furely I will do
thee that fmall kindnefs : whilft {he was larding my
back, I got my hands underneath her Apron, and
with this {hort knife nipt of the bottom of her pocket,
and thus have I done my part to procure yee both
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food and money. As I lookt on this as bafe ingra-
titude, fo I could not but tacitely within myfelf,
both condemn and abhorr fuch fociety, remembring
the words of Fuvenal.

Ingratos ante omnia pone fodales.

Of all perfons we fhould thun moft the ingrateful.
Neither could I forbear (though I was joyful of the
purchafe) to read him a publick le€ture on his in-
gratitude ; what (faid I) fhall we find gratitude in
Beafts (as in the Lyon that was healed by 4ndro-
nicus in the wood, which afterwards faved his life
in the Theater) and yet fhall we be unthankful ! I
have read a ftory of an A/p that was kept and
nourithed by an Husbandman at his own table,
feeding him there dayly ; at laft fhe brought forth
two young ones, one whereof poifoned the Hus-
bandmans fon, the old one (as my Author tells me)
in the fight of the Father killed the offender and as
if athamed of his ingratitude departed the houfe
with the other and was not feen after. I would
have proceeded, but that they told meif I did, they
would have no men of morals in their company,
and fo away we went to Beggars Hall, hard by,
where we called luftily. Fearing we should {pend
all the money, I defired the company that fome
{mall portion might be left in my hands as a ftock
to trade on, which they confented to.

Having feafted our felves well, before we depart-
ed, the next days meeting was appointed, when and
where. Againft the time I had made a quantity of
Serpents, Crackers, &c., and brought them with me.
When firft I fhow'd them, they all fell out a laugh-
ing to think I could improve our ftock by fuch de-
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vices. Have but the patience to hear me (faid I)
and then condemn me if you fee caufe ; Ever fince
I parted from you I have been racking my inven-
tion to find out fome way whereby I might render
my felf both deferving of, and acceptable to your
company, and I think this my firft difcovery will
do it ; I would have you Fack, 7Tom and Will, take
an equal quantity of Crackers and Serpents, and
anon at night let us go into the Market, where each
of you fhall obferve each of us : where ever we make
a ftand be fure you throw a Serpent, &¢. at that very
place ; and then will we take the opportunity of the
peoples confufion and fright, and fo march off with
what we can lay hands on. This plot was very well
liked of by all. The evening approaching (it being
near November) we went to put what I had contrived
to execution. The firft that was thrown was wherel
ftood, which fell into the Basket on which a Market
Woman fate,the Woman ftarting up to extinguifh it,
{fuddenly it bounced in her face, the {fmoak whereof
and powder, for a little time fo blinded her, that the
could not fee me walk off with a fhoulder of Mutton,
my comrades had the like fuccefs with a Pig and a
Goofe. Having done enough as we thought for that
time, we went to a place of our acquaintance, where
we had the Mutton, Pig, and Goofe roafted, giving
the Landlord the Pig for drefling, bread, and drink.
We were fo fuccefsful for the firft, that we made fe-
veral tryals afterwards not ineffeCtual. But in fine, I
found the Proverb verified, T/e pitcher goes not fo
often to the well, but that it comes home crackt at laft.
One time I went, and having ordered them to do as
they had done before, a Serpent came flying on the
Womans f{tall where I ftood and fell into her lap,



70 The Englifl Rogue: Or,

which being brufht off, fell underneath her coats,
and there burft, in the mean while I had gotten a
loyn of Veal and was trooping off with it, the Wo-
man miffling it {ufpected me by my great hafte, fol-
lowed me and laying hands on me found her meat
under my coat. O have I caught you Mr. Theif. Mi-
ftake not good Woman (faid I) it is no fuch matter.
For as I ftood by your ftall, the wildfire which {fome
unhappy Knaves threw, fo fcared me, that having
your meat in my hand at that time cheapning it, I
was f{o frighted that I ran away with your Veal to
fhun the danger, forgetting to lay it down,wherefore
pray take it again. Taking her meat, here is a pure
excufe indeed (faid fhe) but this {hall not ferve your
turn, and with that, gave me two or three fuch blows
on my chops, that I verily thought the had made me
{wallow half my teeth. Another that had heard our
difcourfe takes me to task after this : Come firrah,
you love the fleth well, but ’tis fit you fhould pay
for it. And it is but juft if you will have my flefh, I
thould have fome of yours. Up ftraight he {natcht
his Knife, and holding me by the ear I verily thought
he would have markt me as he ufed to do his
calves, My crying and praying fo far prevailed,
that he only kickt me to his next Neighbour and
fo from one to another, fo that though it cannot be
faid I ran the Gantlet, yet between the Pannyers
on both fides, I was kickt the Gantlet from the
Standard in Cleapfide to the conduit at the lower
end thereof. This unhappy adventure made me be-
take my felf to my old courfe of begging, refolving
as yet not to deal in that trade I had litle experience
in, |
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CGHAE. I

A Merchant feeing him begging, took a fancy to hum,
condulls lim to lis Houfe, and enteviains him
as his Servant.

ONE day as I was begging, more fervently then
formerly,having gotten not one penny that day,
fo that I found a civil war between my Guts and
Stomack, yet knew not how to falve up the dif-
ference ; neither would they hearken to any thing
but a Bill of Fare. In the midft of this combuf-
tion, a Tradefman of no mean quality, pafling
by, took a ftrong fancy to me, being extraordi-
narily pleafed with the form of my face and body.
He asked me, Whence I came ? what my Parents
were ? and what I intended? I anfwered him with
well contrivd forgeries, that feemed to give him
good fatisfaction : liking well both my fpeech and
underftanding, he bid me follow him, which ac-
cordingly I did ; having conducted me to his houlfe,
he prefented me to his Wife, my intended Miftris,
telling her his refolutions of receiving me into his
fervice ; at which (he bleft her felf, faying, Prithee,
Sweet-heart, fromwhat Dunglil didfl thoupick up this
Shakerag, this Squire of the body? This thing dreft up
in fippits ? This Scarecrow, what fhall I call him?
(for I am fure I had but few cloathes on, but what
were rather fit to dung Ereund, then to be fent to
2
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the Paper-mill.) Said my Mafter, Ref? your/elf fa-
tisfied, funce it 1s my pleafure, this fhall be [o : neither
can I give you any reafon for my fancy. Whereupon
he commanded me to be ftript, and well wathed;
in the mean time cloaths were provided for me,
a fuit of one of his Apprentices. A great Veffel like
Cornelinus his Tub, was filled with water to bath
me, but fo cunningly fet by the Maids, (though
privately) that they might fee me all over naked.
It was my good fortune to obferve my Miftrefs
ftanding in a private place on purpofe to fee me
difmantled; and after I was wafhed, the com-
mended the whitenefs of my skin and well-pro-
portioned limbs; and by the confequent, approv’d
within her felf of fomething elfe, for I was then a
ftubbed Lad. Being new clothed, and raifed to
this unexpected fortune, how ftrangely did this
vain blaft puff up my empty pate! However, I
was refolved to carry my felf difcreetly, left I
fhould overthrow the ftate I was then in, not yet
well fettled. Wherefore I behaved myfelf very re-
[pectfully towards my Mafter, and ferved him as
punctually as I could, endeavouring that my fer-
vice fhould ‘requite his kindnefs in as great mea-
fure as my abilities could perform.

My endeavour was not only to pleafe my Maf-
ter, but my Miftrefs too, even in the meaneft fer-
vices; fo officious to her, that I was ready to
perform the office of a Chamber-maid. The maid-
fervants 1 obliged alfo, by doing their duty, as
making the fires, wathing the Kitching, nimbly
and willingly doing any thing they would have
me ; by which I fo ingratiated my felf among
them, that I always had their good eftimation
among themfelves, and good word to my Mafter
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and Miftrefs when occafion ferved. Very care-
ful I was, not to report what I heard, left I by that
means, involv'd my [elf in the affairs of others, with-
out advantage to my felf. For by meddling in others
matters, I fhould breed animofity among them, and
reap juft hatred to my felf, when difcovered to be the
too too bufie intelligencer. This I looked on as an
undeniable maxime, That nothing more recom-
mends a man, then a filent tongue, (unlefs neceffity
required the contrary) a fair complacential carriage,
and a faithful heart. My Mafter in a humour would
fometimes find fault with me, but then it was my
chiefeft care not to reply, knowing, that what fhould
be alleadged as to my juft vindication, would but
aggravate his fpirits being paffionate, alwayes pun-
¢tually performing what was commanded me. To
try my fidelity, he would lay a fixpence on the
Lounter, or in the Window, as if it had been left
there forgotten. I was wifer then to be caught fo,
and therefore would inftantly carry him the mo-
ney. One time fending me out to buy fomething,
inftead of a fhilling he gave me among other mo-
ney a piece of Gold ; I took no notice of it then,
but being gone a little way, I came running back
out of breath to reftore him the piece; this and
the like made my Mafter ftand amazed at my feem-
ing honefty. A ftrange alteration, you will fay;
but all this was only to get a good efteem, where-
by I might gain faft footing. What though I under-
went a great deal of pains, and had my patience
tried to the height ? Yet I gain’d much in the end,
had God given me grace rightly to ufe it, and the
bafenefs of my nature not perfwaded me to abufe
it. So much credit I had gotten with my Mafter,
by my civil behaviour, that he raifed me gradatim,
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withal a Quart-Bottle in his Codpiece : Now, Geni-
leman, ({aid he) ufing your difcretion, you may fit
and talk freely, without either fear or fufpition, ufing
your glafs and when your pint is empty fill him again
you fhall not want for liquor Ladds. Thisf{omething
amazed meat firft, till my Neighbour 7omas told me
that this was frequent, and that he and two or three
friends at any time could be drunk for fix pence a
piece. Come, come, you are but a Novice, {aid he ;
but if you will be vuled by me, I'll fhew you the way
2o foften the cord of bondage, to make the long time of
a feven years Apprenticeflip feem fhort, by living as
merry, nay more jovially than our Maflers. They
may be deflracted with cares how to procure neceffaries,
pay Rent, fatisfie Creditors, whilft we have none of
thefe preffures and diftuvbances on our [pivits. What
though we have an harfh word or a_finart blow, it may
be, a broken pate? We will make his Till [pring a leak
for it, or his Goods go to Pot, and break him at laft
too. It may be his Provifion is neither dainty nor
plentiful, nay, veflrained, from our liberty too:’ tis only
by day then, we will be Maflers of our own at night,
not wanting any thing that may conduce to mirth,or
the delectation of our infatiate fenfes.

I asked him how could this be done? He anfwer-
ed, /f I would fwear to be fecret and faithful, and be-
come a Brother of the fociety, he would not only tell
me fww all ths (afore recited) might be performed,
but would likewife introdice me into the place where
thefe jolly Blades ufed to congregate. 11{oon confented,
rejoycing exceedingly at this bleffed opportunity,
(as I thought it) wherein I might fail in the Qcean
of delight, bound for no other Port but that of
Pleafure or Profit, never confidering the inevitable
Quickfands which fuch meet withal, fteering that
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courfe, having no other Compafs to fail by then
their own Fancy. Very eager I was to have him
inform my judgment with what at prefent I under-
ftood not, but doubted not in a little time to be as
forward as the foremoft in any moral wickednefs.
Firft, he informed me, that I muft infinuate myfelf
into the Maids favour, fo that, when the occafion
fhould require, the may let you have the Key of
the Street-door, or elfe {it up for your return, mak-
ing her fenfible that the doth not fo break her fleep
for nothing. That I muft never fail coming home
to gratifie her kindnefs. If {he be modeft and con-
tinent, only Kkifs her, and that my behaviour thould
not be either rude or lafcivious, that all my expref-
fions fthould favour of Platonique, or chaft love, often
repeating this to her; O that I was out of my
time, if it were for nothing elfe but to repay thee thy
love! So great an acknowledgement I have of thy
civilities, that I hope a time will come wherein I fhall
make full fatisfaction forall,&c. 1f fhebebuckfome,or
wantonly given, fhe will never be content with hopes,
promifes, and proteftations, vows, and fuch like
windy ftuff ; wherefore you muft kifs, hug, and em-
brace her, telling how dearly you love her ; and then
fall to fomewhat elfe : She may put you off at firft
with a Pk, a Fye, or Pray be civil; yet be {o far from
denying, that if you proceed not on vigoroufly, fhe
will prompt you herfelf, to try what mettle you are
made of ; if dull, fhe will make you the Subject of
her private nay and publick laughter and fcorn.
But be very cautious of procreation, which you
may prevent feveral ways. Now to tell you what
manner of perfons we are ; that are confederates;
there are few among us but what are of feveral
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| Trades felected, as Linnen Drapers, Mercers, Wool-
| len Drapers, Sillemen, Hofiers, Haberdafhers, Mer-
| chants, Grocers, Goldfimiths, Feweilers, Ribband-
| fellers, Exchange-men, to which add a Drawer and
Lan Oy/l-man, the one to furnifh us with good Liquor,
| and the other to prepare our pallates for it. A
great many Trades there are which fignifie nothing
in our Commonwealth as Pewtrers, Braziers, Plum-
| mers, &e, we are only for fuch as will profit the
| body, pleafe the Pallate & fill the Pocket. Every
lone brings his feveral Commodities at the place of
meeting, then do we exchange or barter one with
Ianuther for what each refpetive perfon wants; either
to fupply his own occafion, or his Miftrefs : for it is
to be fuppofed fuch a thing muft be had ; when pro-
cured, muft be maintained, though to the deftruétion
of our Mafters Eftates, and ruine of our bodily
health. Further he added, that our Mafters might
not detect us in the purloining his goods, you muft
not (faid he) take too much of one fort of Com-
modity.
- All this I liked wonderfully well, and pro-
mifed to meet that day feven night at the place
appointed ; and fo we parted. Coming home, I im-
mediately put thefe prefcriptions into practice ;
firft ; taking notice of what Goods we had greateft
quantity; and whatfoever Commodity my Mafter for-
got he had : Ialways fecured it as mine own : nay,
fometimes I would try him ; ZVere was fuch a perfon
enquiring for fuck a thing to day when you were
broad, but I could not find it: it may be he would
ay, We had it not; fuiting my defign according to
defire. Having taken a thorrow view of the Shop
nd Ware houfe, I faw fo many ways of advantage,
if affifted by a cleanly conveyance, that I could (nip
s well as the moft forward of them all.
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The next thing I had to do, was to endear myfelf
to the chief maid, who was one of thofe that lay co-
vertly to fee me wath myfelf in the Tub ; and as the
confeft fince, took an affection to me from that hour.
It required no long time to court her into a com-
pliance ; her Complexion or Temperament, forcing
her acceptance of anything amoroufly inclined. The
colour of her hair inclined to Red, which colour
(though I know not for what reafon) I love above
any : This may be partly the reafon, becaufe as that
Complexion hath alwayes the concomitant of a
a very white skin, fo it hath two infeperable Com-
panions, Plumpnefs and Buckfomnefs: Her skin as
the ufual attendant of Red or Flaxenifth hair, as I
faid) was as white as whitenefs it felf: Her Cheeks
naturally painted with Vermiliorn ; plump were her
Cheeks and Lips, with a mole thereon, and a dim-
ple in her Chin, as the infallible marks of one that
is willing to dedicate herfelf to the fervice of Venus.

Having a fit opportunity, after fome amorous
difcourfe, I defired her the would grant me leave
that night to talk with her in private, having bufi-
nefs of importance to impart to her: She conde-
fcended to my propofition. As foon as our Mafter
and Miftrefs were gone to take their reft, her impa-
tience to hear what I would fay, made her foon fend
the reft to bed. The houfe being thus cleared, and
all things filent as the Air, when Winds into their
hollow grots repair, I acquainted her with the
greatnels of my affection, which I delivered with
all the Rhetorick I could invent, ftill touching
that {tring which produced Loves harmonious con-
cord; So fervent I was in my expreffions, and fo
ardent and hot in my defires, that I foon melted the
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The Place is as intricate as Rofamond’s Laby-
rinth, and is fo full of Meanders and Crooked turn-
ings, that it is impoffible to find the way out, ex-
cept he be direted by a Silver Clue ; and can never
overcome the Minotaur, without a Golden-ball to
work his own fafety. The next day, paying our
Fees, and receiving fome checks, with good admo-
nitions from the Juftice, we were difcharged. This
misfortune made us not a jot more cautious, but as
foon as we were at liberty, we went upon the fent
to mother (7. formerly famous for the Good Citi-
zens Wives that frequented her houfe; who ftill
rides Admiral of all the reft of her funétion about
the Town. I hope the next time I go to vifit her,
the will not get me clapt for the pains I take in
praifing her. The truth of it is, of all the Bawds I
know, fhe merits moft, having an houfe fit for the
accommodation of the beft. As for her walking
Utenlils, they are compofed of refined mettal, always
neatly kept ; which, becaufe they are not ufed upon
all flight occafions, they appear the more delectable
to the eye. Affoon as we had entered the door, I
could hear a ruffling of Silks in fundry places; I
conceive it was their policy, by feeming modefty to
et a fharper edge on our appetites. We were con-
'duéted into a large handfome Room ; bottles of
‘Wine were brought up, both Spanith and French,
‘with falt meats to relifh the Palate, though we gave
'no order for them ; but it feems it was the Cuftom
'of the houfe, a chargeable one : but without a Piece
fpending, you fhall know little of their practices.
‘At length, up came the old Matron ; after the per-
formance of our Devoir, fhe feats her {elf by me,
land began to be impude:itiy acquainted, chucking
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me under the chin, calling me her Son Swmock-face.
Having well warmed our felves with Wine, and the
good Gentlewoman perceiving that our bloods began
to heat, Well, {aid the, 1 guefs at the intent of your
coming hither, neither fhall you go away unfatisfied.
Nature will have its courfe ; and if in Youth it be
Jopt, it will but, Torrent-like, flow with the greater im-
petuofity. Come, I fee by your countenances that ye
were born _fons of mirthand pleafure; fhew then what
flock ye came of. If you want Subjells to exercife
your parts on, we'll have more Wine; and when ye
are inflamed, ye fhall have the benefit of a Cooler. With
that fhe leaves us; but another of the fame Sex,
though three degrees different in age, fupplied her
place. At firft view I feemed very well pleafed:
handfome fhe was, and very proportionable; but
withal fo impudent, that I was antidoted againft
lechery. Ifla femina que limites verecundie femel
excefferit, oportet illam effe graviter impudentem. 1f
once a woman pafs the bounds of Shamefac'dnefs,
fhe will feldome ftop till the hath arrived to the
heighth of Impudence. I muft needs deal ingeni-
oufly, at the beginning the Needle of my Microcofm
was toucht by Loves Loadftone. But upon further
acquaintance, if I might have had a hundred pounds,
I could not have meddled with her.

Though fhe had baited her defires with a million
of proftitute countenances and enticements, yet I
lookt upon her rather a Companion for an Hof-
pital, and ftood more in need of a Chyrurgions ac-
quaintance than mine. My Friend had nibbled
at the bait; but when I heard them capitulating
about the price, I thought the wanted a Fee for the
Doétor. Well, had fhe not over-traded, fhe had
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with none but perfons of quality, whofe long pa-

tience and intreatments firft procured a familiarity,

and in fine, freedom in the exercife of love-affairs:

and {fo would have (feemingly) put me off upon this
fcore, that it was not ufual for her to admit of any to
her imbraces, but fuch whofe long acquaintance had
gained her affection. I offered her a Crown, which:
fhe refufed with indignation ; telling me, that fhe
was not yet reduced to fo low a condition, as to

become fo poor a Mercenary Proftitute. At laft,

with much perfwafion, I faftned on her an half
piece ; and fo ftriving with her, (the onely {eeming
averfe) I accomplifht my ends. And prefently in

came a fellow, whofe very face would have enlight-
ned the room, though in the darkeft night; for in-
deed it appeared to me a blazing Comet, and his
Nofe (for miraculoufly he had preferved it) was the
bruthy Tail. Laying his hand on his {fword, he
looked fiercer then a Spanifli Don infulting over an
Indian Silave. The bulk of his body began to
heave like an Earth-quake, whilft his mouth, Z#za-
like, belcht out all manner of Sulphurous Oaths,
which roared fo loud, as if his belly had contained
a barrel of Gun-powder, and the Linftock of his
Nofe had fired it. His courteous Salutation to me,
was, How dareft thou, Son of a Whore, prefume
in this nature to difhonour me, in the abufing of
my Wife, without the expeclation of an immediate
annikilation or diffipation into Atomes? But I have
Jomething here fhall tame thy infolence; and now
[ am refolved to fet thy blood abroack. With that
he feemed to make a pafs at me: Now I, imagin-
ing that he really intended to do what he pre-
tended, for the fafeguard of my Life, I took up a
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Bawdy-houfe is his Cloyfter, where he con-

ftantly fays his Mattins, He is an Whores
ProteCtor, pretending himfelf more valiant then
any of the antient Heroes, thereby thinking to
take off the fufpition of a Coward from himfelf :
For the opinion of Valour, is a good protettion to
thofe that dare not ufe it. His frequent drawing
his Sword upon any flight occafion, makes the ig-
norant fuppofe him Valiant; whereas he durft not
do it, but when he is confident no danger will
enfue thereon. He never firikes any, but fuch he
is fure will not return his blows. In Company he
is wonderful exceptious and cholerick, thinking
in the fray fome booty may be obtained : but his
wrath never {wells higher then when men are loth
to give him any occafion: but the onely way to
pacifie him, is to beat him foundly. The hotter
you grow, the milder he is, protefting he always
honoured you. The more you abufe him, the more
he feems to love you: if he chance to be quarrel-
fome, you may threaten him into a quiet temper.
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Every man is his Mafter that dares beat him; and
every one dares that knows him; and he that
dares do this, is the onely man can do much with
him. Yet if he knows a Coward, he will purpofely
fall out with him, to get Courtefies from him, and
{fo be bribed into a reconcilement. Yet I cannot
fay but that he may fight, (if with great advan-
tage) being fo accuftomed to the fight of drawn
Swords, which probably may infufe fomething of
a conceit into him; which he fo magnifies by his
own good opinion, that he would have people
believe that the Mole-hill of his Prowefs is no lefs
then a Mountain. This little he hath, he is no
Niggard in difplaying; refembling fome Apothe-
caries Shops, full of Pots, though little con-
tained in them. His Eftate lies in Contrivancies;
and though other Landlords have but four Quar-
ter-days, he hath three hundred fixty and odd to
receive the fruits of his Stratagems. He is well
skilled in Cards and Dice, which help him to
cheat young Gulls newly come to Town; and
the reafon he ufually gives for it, is, 4 Woodcock
muft be pluckt ere /e be dreff. If that will not do,
he carries him to one of his Miftreffes, and {o both
joyn to plume this Fowl: if there be not ready
money to an{wer expetation, a Bond of confi-
derable value fhall ferve turn, attefted by two
fhall fwear any thing for half a Crown. No man
puts his brain to more ufe then he; for his life is
a daily invention, and each meal a meer ftratagem.
He hath an excellent memory for his acquain-
tance; if there ever paft but an How do you? be-
tween him and another, it fhall ferve feven years
hence for an embrace, and that for money. Out
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near it. But her fitteft likenefs is the Devil, her
Envy running parallel with his. All that the
Devil endeavours, is to bring Mankind into the
fame ftate with himfelf ; and a Bawds aim is to
make all fair women like her: now becaufe their
youth perhaps will not admit of it fo foon, fhe
hurries them on to it by degrees, by drinking.
fmoaking, painting, and dayly excefs in venery.
I lookt about her houfe very inquifitively, but
I could not judge her Moveables (fetting afide
her quick Cattle) to be worth an Inventory. Her
bedding I doubt me too is infettious, few coming
near it, but they are prefently taken with a fit
of the falling-ficknefs. This old Beldame, being
loth to put her throat to the trouble of calling
her white Devils about her, had got a Whiltle,
on which fhe ufed feveral Notes; which Mufical
language her Girls underftood very well —We
called for drink; the old Bawd replyed fhe would
fend for fome, though fhe had it not in the houfe:
this was to be fure of our Moneys. Herein I
obferved their temperance, not {uffering us to
have too much meafure. Wenches we had plen-
tifully; one more efpecially I took notice of, to
have the Swartheift fkin I have feen Englifth born,
on whom an ordinary fellow was very {weet.
When I faw my opportunity, I askt him, cra-.
ving his excufe) What Trade he was? Pat as 1.
would have it, he anfwered me, 7/at /e was a:
Tanner. I concluded fo, Sir, (faid I) by your:
dreffing of that Calf’s-skin there. This Dull-headed!
fool apprehended me not, but began to be an--
gry, telling me, His Trade was a good Trade,,
and I need not undervalue #t. 1 told him, 7 did!
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not, finve there was fome analogy between my Trade
and Jus. Why what Trade are you? (faid he,)
(£ may ask you a queftion, as well as you me.) 1 re-
plyed, 7That I was a Cuckold-maker. How can that
be like my Profeffion ? quoth he, [In this, faid I,
You drefs the skins, and I trim. the Horns. The
Bawd at this fell into fuch an extream fit of laugh-
ter, that down fell her Pipe, and up came the
Strong-waters that fhe had fwallowed : but that
was not all, for having not her retentive faculty,
fhe let flie: furely fhe was overcharged, which
made her recoyl, and fo blew out her breech-pin.
She was forced to leave us, and about an hour
after returned; how fweet, I cannot tell you.
We fell into difcourfe again: I afkt her, How
long fhe had liv'd in this houfe? Two years (faid fhe)
a longer time then any houfe I have lhived in this
Zwenty years: with that I concluded fhe was in fee
with the Juftices Clerk. My ftomach being wa-
terifh, I would needs have fome Eggs and Bacon :
but Lord, what an Agony the hearing thereof
put the Bawd in! defiring me to defift, for fhe
fhould die at the fight of them. I askt her the
reafon: O, faid the, ¢z puts me in mind of one
Shrove-tuefday e¢/pecially, on whick the Apprentices
pulled down my houfe; and fick, fick as I was, pulled
\me away violently from a Caudle I had prepared to
\comfort me: But they gave me one with a Pox to
\them, and the Devils Dam take the Rotten Eggs in
28, with whick I thought they would have pelted out
\my brains, after they had dragged me fufficiently,
\and worried me (as a Maftiff would a Cat) till they
\were weary of the [port: fearing I fhould catch cold,
\they out of pity covered me warm in a Bogg-houfe.
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that the Mufick of the Sphears are no more to be
compared to it, then a Scotch Bagpipe to an Organ.
This fo intoxicated my Comrade, with the Wine
together (not but that they had a great operation
on my fell) that he fell faft afleep, (altas dead
drunk,) Glad I was to my very heart of this ac-
cident, fearing he might be a Rival in my in-
tention : and to the intent I might remove all
Remora’s or Impediments that might hinder my
fole enjoyment of this Lady, I confulted with my
{felf what to do with him : I was not long about it,
but ftreight found out this cunning Plot, which
was to fend him home to his Mafter. Love to a
Woman is fo forceable, that what will it not do?
to fum up all, make a man betray his Friend. I
made an Apology to the Gentlewoman for his in-
civility, and requefted the favour to have her fer-
vant procure me a Porter ; whilft the was gone to
execute my defires, I fearcht his Pockets, and
took away all his Gold ; for we had converted all
our money into that metal, which we always made
our Vade mecum. To ingratiate my felf with this
Gentlewoman, I acquainted her with my defign;
which fhe heartily laughed at. I farther defired of
her, that I might have a Card and a piece of paper.
On the Card I wrote a fuperfcription, and pinned
it on his back, direCting the thing to his Malfter,
living in fuch a place : with the paper, I wrote a
Letter to him to this effect.

S
Lately I found your Goofe upon the way,
I took him up, as one that went aflray.
To recompence my pains, I pull'd his feathers ;
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muft be content to cloath your [elf in Womans apparel,
as for mans I kave none to furnifk you withal. 1 con-
fented to it, and prefently fhe dreft me up in one
of her Gowns, with all the appurtenances there-
unto belonging. The f{lendernefs of my body,
whitenefs of skin, beauty, and fmoothnefs of face
(having no hairs thereon) added a fuitablenefs to
my garb. I muft ingenioufly confefs, when I con-
fulted with a Looking-glafs, I thought the tranf-
mutation of Sexes had been verified in me; but
when I walked, I found fomething pendulous,
which eafily perfwaded me to the contrary belief
of my felf. I thought it folly to tax her for my
misfortune, knowing how little it would advantage-
me. The time was come I was to take my leave of
her: going to falute her, I committed a foul mi-
ftake, indeavouring to pull off my hood in ftead of
my hat, and making a Leg (as the vulgar term.
is) in ftead of a Curchy; but {he advifing me to rec-
tifie that miftake for the time to come, we bid
each other adieu. In this difguize I traverfed the:
ftreets, it being almoft impoffible for any to difco--
ver me, my voice being fo effeminate, that 1 wasi
confident that would never betray me. As I walkt,,
I confulted with Reafon what was moft expedient..
My invention (as at all times) was now ready to)
affift me; and thus it was. Finding a Bill on a door,
I knocked, defiring to fee what Lodgings they*
had; I was very civilly intreated to come in, andl
was thown feveral Rooms with much refpect, for:
my female habit was very gallant, and fo it hadi
need, for it coft me dearer than fo much cloathi
of Gold. I pitch’d at laft upon a Chamber extra--
ordinary well furnithed; I never fcrupled the:
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