Benjamin Franklin " doer of good" : a biography / [Jared Sparks].

Contributors

Sparks, Jared, 1789-1866.
Parton, James.

Publication/Creation
Edinburgh : W.P. Nimmo, [18677]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/u638bdzk

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

i i
e
! r g _.5.1_. ...-“_-_ . L " .m
) ¥ 1_:_. i c a2
i F !
] - B rviserar- o % . ¥
X J ot | i
i : = B 4 L
e . s o ! Fra ;
1] i # 3 1 i i v
Wi . Ny I i
i a4 | | 1 i "
’ ] J . i, |
o, ' 1 :
X { s .
: ;
| |_. i " iy
. f -. 4
i .—1. 4 ] "
A & - i
¥ N\ :
I - F ¥
L 4 1 H
=, a
I - ]
H 4 Al ] :
o = -
.
] = wen e e
¥ \ g o .
L’
i
&
v
X
7 ; .
- - 3 he - -5 -
- LW 2
=









































































K - Py a
i [| I & = .
F | - .



















- c -
1 |







: a

















































¥ ]







- L || - - d LN o . ]
5 - | o .5 4 . ~ :
: e L=l = I w0 o LU -
[ . e - 1 | Lls : ol
] 1
-1 n - . . - vy ' Y I L : :
1 L |



















o | ]









































































E ]
|
+ - - : ¥- - . . e - PPy
] ] ¥
[ y r r - i :
| 2l | B .l -
. ] i L1 AL | ] -
: s - | C s sk ¥ i
4 T°1 * 1 T © - - - AT - | =] E= s I
| . N . - | 411L 11 1r=H8
s f . _ . Ta Ty O 1
] = =T > - v 1 | ,







o a ™ a







]





























































- - =l 1 i 1
. . 3 3 1
r - = A 3 5
I ) T A & =
119 % 3
| . ek o -
i ] w | 16| -
. T 1 o F =T r i &







































































































Self-Education continued. 133

several weeks of the summer. When in closest contact
with natural objects he seemed most at home ; and it is
to such lovers of nature that nature loves to disclose her
secrets.

There is something infinitely pleasing in the homeliness of
some of Franklin’s first observations in science. Professor
Kalm, who was sent out by the Swedish Government to
botanise in America, was much with Franklin in 1748, and
has left some slight record of their conversations.

¢« Mr Franklin,” wrote the learned Swede, ““was inclined to
believe that these little insects (ants) could by some means
communicate their thoughts to each other, and he confirmed
his opinion by some examples. When an ant finds some
sugar, it runs immediately under ground to its hole, where
having stayed a little while, a whole army comes out, unites,
and marches to the place where the sugar 1s, and carries it
off by pieces; or, if an ant meets with a dead fly, which it
cannot carry alone, it immediately hastens home, and soon
- after, more come out, creep to the fly, and carry it away.
Sometime ago Mr Franklin put a little earthen-pot with
treacle into a closet. A number of ants got into the pot
and devoured the treacle very quietly. But when he ob-
served it he shook them out, and tied the pot with a thin
string to a nail in the ceiling, so that the pot hung down by
the string. A single ant by chance remained in the pot, and
this ant ate till it was satisfied. But when it wanted to get
off, it was under great concern to find its way out; it ran
about the bottom of the pot in vain ; but at last, it found,
after many attempts, the way to get to the ceiling by the
string.  After it had reached the ceiling, it ran to the wall,
and from thence to the ground. Tt had hardly been away



















































































































































































































































214 Benjamin Franklin.

ing Englishman of fifty-three years, portly, though far from
corpulent. He was fonder of his ease than formerly, not
disinclined to sit after dinner, and perfectly capable of
finishing his second bottle of claret, though better pleased
with his usual very moderate allowance. In general society
not talkative, often taciturn; among his intimates, very gay,
witty, happy, and simple, always ready with sense, fact, or
repartee, as the moment demanded. “I find,” he wrote
about this time, “that I love company, chat, a laugh, a
glass, and even a song, as well as ever; and at the same
time relish better than I used to do the grave observations
and wise sentences of old men’s conversation.”

The leading traits of his character never changed ; least
of all, his desire to effect improvements. He wished very
much to improve the smoky street lamps of dismal London,
and he actually did draw up a plan for having the streets
of the city swept before business hours in the morning.
“ An accidental occurrence,” he relates, “had instructed
me how much sweeping might be done in a little time. I
found at my door in Craven Street, one morning, a poor
woman sweeping my pavement with a birch broom ; she
appeared very pale and feeble, as just come out of a fit of
sickness. I asked who employed her to sweep there ; she
said, ¢ Nobody, but I am poor and in distress, and I sweeps
before gentlefolks doors, and hopes they will give me some-
thing” I bid her sweep the whole street clean, and I would
give her a shilling ; this was at nine o'clock ; at noon she
came for the shilling. From the slowness I saw at first in
her working, I could scarce believe that the work was done
so soon, and sent my servant to examine it, who reported
that the whole street was swept perfectly clean, and all the
dust placed in the gutter, which was in the middle; and the




































226 Benjamin Franklin.

minutes of the vestry, raised ;£662 for this purpose in 1763,
and sent out a missionary to expend it to the best advan-
tage. He reported seven hundred and fifty abandoned
farms, and two hundred women and children fled to Fort
Pitt. The same liberal church sent for distribution in the
western counties, besides the money, two chests of arms,
half a barrel of powder, four hundred pounds of lead, two
hundred bullets, and a hundred flints. All the Pennsyl-
vanian records of this year, whether of church or state, are
filled with evidences of the terror and desolation which
came upon the province immediately after the conclusion
of the peace of Paris. ,

There was, also, another change of Governors in Penn-
sylvania. Governor Hamilton resigned, and Mr John Penn
arrived from England to take his place. As usual, the new
Governor was received with joyful welcome, and with more
joy than usual, for the appointment of a Penn was regarded
as a peace-offering from the proprietaries. It was, also,
presumed that they would not think it necessary to tie the
hands of so near a relative with rigid instructions. Gover-
nor Penn summoned the Assembly. His first address was
as conciliatory as could be desired. The House responded
with words equally polite, and with a grant of six hundred
pounds towards his first year’s support. A bill was passed
for raising and equipping a thousand men to go against the
murderous Indians in the western countiess. The House
then adjourned to meet again in regular session a few
weeks later.

The Indian ravages continued until every white man in
Pennsylvania loathed the name of Indian. Among some
of the religious sects, particularly the Scotch-Irish Pres-
byterians of the western counties, the fatal opinion arose,












230 Benjamin Franklin.

Indians were too well defended to be taken. Or, to use
his own language, “the fighting face we put on, and the
reasonings we used with the insurgents, having turned them
back and restored quiet to the city, I became a less man
than ever; for I had, by this transaction, made myself
many enemies among the populace.”

But now this Governor John Penn began to show his
true character. A few weeks after the events just related,
he put his hand to a proclamation the most infamous ever
signed by an American Governor, designed to flatter and
gratify the Paxton party. This proclamation offered the
following bounties :—* For every captive male Indian of
any hostile tribe, one hundred and fifty dollars; for every
female captive, one hundred and thirty-eight dollars; for
the scalp of a male Indian, one hundred and thirty-four
dollars; for the scalp of a female Indian, fifty dollars!”

In the beginning of 1764 there was thus formed a strange
coalition against Franklin—the aristocratic partisans of the
Penn family, and the ignorant fanatics who approved the
massacre of the friendly Indians.

Many months passed before it was considered safe to let
the Moravian Indians leave the city.

The rational hope which the Assembly had indulged, that
the new Governor would refrain from that interference with
legislation which had kept the province in a broil for twenty
years, was soon dissipated. Fruitless of the results ex-
pected was Franklin’s partial triumph at the English court.
At the regular session of the Assembly, early in 1764,
Governor Penn refused his assent to two bills most essen-
tial to the peace of the province. One was a militia bill
drawn up by Franklin, which contained a provision for
giving the members of each company a voice in the elec-












CHAPTER XVIIL
OFFICTAL LABOURS IN LONDON.

""F‘.(“? was in the evening of the 1oth of December
!@Jlgﬁi 1764, that the agent of Pennsylvania arrived in
x&=>5) London. The notorious Stamp Act, so obnoxious
to his countrymen, and which threatened to be so disastrous
In its consequences, he soon found, was the absorbing topic
with all the colonial agents, with whom he was often in
consultation during the next few weeks. By every means
his ingenuity could suggest, Dr Franklin sought to prevent
the introduction of a measure, which proved, to use his own
language, “the mother of mischiefs.” He was powerless.
The Act was passed. This done he had leisure to attend
to the special business of his agency, the deliverance of
Pennsylvania from the incubus of the Penns. In order to
remove a troublesome topic from the path of our narrative,
we may as well state at once, that the petition to the king
for a change of government in Pennsylvania, came to no-
thing. Franklin presented it, and the Penns opposed it
with all their power and all their art. But from 1765, when
the petition was presented, to 1775, when the revolution
began, there was never an interval of tranquillity long enough
to bring so difficult an affair to a conclusion.

Soon after midsummer the news of the effect upon Ame-

















































250 Benjamin Frankin.

wings with their hind feet, and soon after began to fly, find-
ing themselves in Old England without knowing how they
came thither. The third continued lifeless till sunset, when,
losing all hopes of him, he was thrown away.”

Upon this he remarks: “I wish it were possible, from
this instance, to invent a method of embalming drowned
persons in such a manner that they may be recalled to life
at any period however distant; for having a very ardent
desire to see and observe the state of America a hundred
years hence, I should prefer to any ordinary death the being
immersed in a cask of Madeira wine, with a few friends, till
that time, to be then recalled to life by the solar warmth of
my dear country!” The poetry and the prose of science
were equally congenial with him.,

The dense volumes of coal smoke which hang over London
suggested to him the idea of contriving a stove which should
consume its own smoke. He completed the invention in
1772, and had a stove of this description in operation at
Craven Street during the whole of the following winter. It
answered even beyond his expectations. He intended to
print a description of it ; but a “stress of politics” prevent-
ing, the beneficent conception lay dormant in smoky England
until about the year 1840, when the principle began to be
applied to the huge factory fires of the north.

His discoveries in electricity received a slight national
recognition in 1769, when he was associated with Dr Cannon
and others in devising a system of lightning-rods for the pro-
tection of St Paul's Cathedral. Three years later he was
one of a Committee of the Royal Suciet}r who were requested
by Government to draw up a plan for the protection of the
principal powder-magazines from lightning. Dr Franklin
wrote the report, recommending the use of pointed rods, to
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