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PREREACE,

e HE name of BEnNjAMIN FRANKLIN i1s one of the
(86 32| most illustrious in American history, and the story
of his life one of the most interesting and instruc-
tive which can be placed in the hands of youth.
Whether as a tradesman, an author, a philanthropist, a
politician, a philosopher, or a statesman, nearly every cir-
cumstance and act of his life is capable of yielding instruction
worthy to be borne in mind and imitated ; and his fame,
which increases by the lapse of time, is an honour to the
land of his birth, and to the age in which he lived.
have always,” he wrote on one occasion, “set a greater
value on the character of a doer of good than on any other
kind of reputation,” and his whole life was an embodiment
of this remark,

During 1771, while Franklin was in his sixty-fifth year,
he commenced to write his Awfobiography, an account of
his early life, which he did in the form of letters to his son,
who was at that time Governor of the State of New Jersey.
He continued the narrative to the time of his marriage, in
his twenty-sixth year, but circumstances then compelled him
to lay it aside for thirteen years. In 1784, urged by the re-
peated solicitations of his friends, he resumed the Aufobio-
graphy, and ultimately brought it down to his fifty-first year ;
when he was again interrupted by being deputed to go to
London as representative for Pennsylvania. He could not



















BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

CHAPTER L

EARLY DAYS IN BOSTON.

@ OSIAH FRANKLIN, father of Benjamin Franklin,

; ,é) f:f., the illustrious statesman, patriot, and philosopher
fell s

_:h g903) of America, the story of whose eventful life is

=

recounted in the following pages, was born at Ecton, North-
amptonshire, England, in 1655. He adopted the trade of
a dyer in his youth, and afterwards established himself in
the same business at Banbury, Oxfordshire, and was maried
there, about the twenty-first year of his age. His brother
Benjamin married, at the same town, the daughter of a
clergyman. These two brothers, apprenticed and wedded
in Banbury, were brothers indeed ; they cherished for each
other an affection which time and distance never cooled.
Three'children were born to Josiah in Banbury: Elizabeth,
born 1678 ; Samuel, born 1681 ; and Hannah, born 1683.
Charles II. was king of England then ; the mean and pro-
fligate corrupter of his realm ; promoter of false priests and
persecutor of honest ones. Josiah Franklin and Benjamin,
his well-beloved, and they alone, as it appears, of all their









“* At the close of the day, when his labour was dong, he wonld take his violin
and accompany himself, while he sang to his family the homely songs and hymns
of his native land."—LIFE oF BEssaMiy FraNkuiw, Page 11,



His Early Days wn Loston. 11

wife, that the first child of his second spouse was born
eighteen months after the birth of his first wife’s last.  His
choice fell upon Abiah, youngest daughter of Peter Folger,
one of the first settlers of the Island of Nantucket. Abiah
Folger was twenty-two years of age when she gave her hand
to the tallow-chandler of the Blue Ball.

Of Peter Folger we may truly say, that he was worthy to
be the grandfather of Benjamin Franklin. He 1s described
by a contemporary as ‘‘a learned and godly Englishman,”
who acquired some of the Indian languages, and was much
employed in teaching the Indian youth to read and write ;
well skilled also in surveying, and thus of great use to the
colony in marking boundaries and laying out settlements.

In 1676 he also greatly distinguished himself in staying
the persecution, then prevalent against the Baptists and
Quakers, and in endeavouring to secure for them those
rights of citizenship, of which they had long been defrauded.

A tallow-chandler of thirty-five, with six young children,
would have been an ill match for a young lady of twenty:
two, the daughter of an honoured scholar, if that tallow-
chandler had not been a man to make it worth a woman’s
while to undergo, for his sake, unusual care and toil.
Josiah Franklin was handsome, agreeable, accomplished,
and wise. He was of medium stature, well formed, very
strong, agile, and expert. His “limbs were made in Eng-
land.” He could draw prettily, had some skill in playing
the violin, and his voice in singing was sonorous and
pleasing. At the close of the day, when his labour was
done, he would take his violin and accompany himself
while he sang to his family the homely songs and hymns of
‘nis native land. The melody of his voice and violin
sounded pleasantly through all the long life of his son, who
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family. There is less danger of his being spoiled. There
are more to love him, and he has more to love. He learns
early to consider himself as only one person among many,
and he is constantly reminded that others, as well as him-
self, have feelings, desires, and rights. Benjamin Franklin
could recollect seeing twelve brothers and sisters at his
father’s table, all of whom grew to maturity and became
parents. Both he and his sister Jane bore testimony to the
happiness of their early home. ‘It was, indeed, a lowly
dwelling,” wrote she, “ we were brought up in, but we were
fed plentifully, made comfortable with fire and clothing, had
seldom any contention among us ; but all was harmony,
especially between the heads, and they were universally
respected.”

Josiah Franklin, on the whole, prospered well in Boston :
not so his brother Benjamin, whom he had left behind him
in England. Benjamin was a man of many homely gifts
and graces, abounding in love for his friends and relatives ;
but he wanted greatly that decision of character and
strength of mind, so necessary at all times to possess, but
more particularly so, in times of political disquiet, to enable
him properly to maintain his own position ; and, as his
nephew afterwards said, “ he was too much of a politician
for his own good.” Domestic misfortune overtook him ;
he lost successively his wife and nine children, and his
worldly affairs also were not in a prosperous condition.
However, he was of a cheerful temperament, and kept a
stout heart through all his privations, finding solace in
reading such literature as came within his grasp. He was
a great collector of pamphlets and sermons ; and much
addicted to singing doggerel songs of his own composition,
on the political events of his period. Bereaved of wife,












His Early Days in Boston. 17

_ tempted to buy some unnecessary thing, I said to myself,
Dor't give too much for the whistle; and 1 saved my
money.”

An anecdote is preserved of Benjamin’s minnow-fishing
days. There was a marsh in the outskirts of Boston, on
the edge of which the boy and his friends used to fish at
high tide for minnows. By much trampling the spot having
been made a mere quagmire, Benjamin proposed to con-
struct a wharf for the boys to stand upon, and pointed out
a large heap of stones, intended for a new house near by,
which, he said, would answer their purpose perfectly.
Accordingly, in the evening, when the workmen were gone
home, he assembled his playfellows, and very soon the
wharf was completed. Complaints, detection, and punish-
ment quickly followed. In vain did Benjamin demonstrate
to his father the utility of the measure. His father, he says,
convinced him, that that which is not honest cannot be
truly useful.

Benjamin shewed from his earliest childhood a remarkable
fondness for reading, which induced his father to dedicate
him to the service of the Church,—a resolution which had
the hearty concurrence of uncle Benjamin, who offered ta
set him up with his old volumes of sermons. His brothery
were all put to trades, except Josiah, who ran away to sea
when Benjamin was an infant. At the age of eight years,
Benjamin was placed at the Boston Grammar School. In
less than a year, he rose to the head of his class, and wag
promised further promotion, but before the year came to a
close, his father discovered that he had undertaken tog
much for one with his narrow means and large family, and
he was compelled to remove him from it. Benjamin was
next sent to a school kept by Mr George Brownwell, noted
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the soles of my feet a kind of sandals ; but I was not satis-
fied with them, because I observed that the stroke is partly
given by the inside of the feet and ankles, and not entirely
with the soles of the feet.”

Another experiment was more successful: “I amused
myself one day with flying a paper kite: and approaching
the bank of a pond, which was near a mile broad, I tied the
string to a stake, and the kite ascended to a very consider-
able height above the pond, while I was swimming. In a
little time, being desirous of amusing myself with my Kkite,
and enjoy at the same time the pleasure of swimming, I
returned ; and, loosing the stake from the string, went again
into the water, taking it with me, where, lying on my back
and holding the string in my hands, T was drawn along the
surface of the water in a very agreeable manner. Having
then engaged another boy to carry my clothes round the
pond, to a place which I pointed out to him on the other
side, I began to cross the pond with my kite, which carried
me quite over without the least fatigue, and with the greatest
pleasure imaginable. I was only obliged occasionally to
halt a little in my course, and resist its progress, when it
appeared that by following too quick, I lowered the kite
too much: by doing which occasionally I made it riss
again. I have never since that time practised this singulai
mode of swimming, though I think it not impossible te
cross in this manner from Dover to Calais. The packet-
boat, however, is still preferable.”

This mastery of the water, together with a dislike to his
father’s business, raised in the breast of Benjamin a great
desire to go to sea, which troubled his father very much ;
but about this time, 1715, his uncle Benjamin arrived from

England, having made up his mind to spend his remaining
B '
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admitted in after life, of the very greatest benefit to him,
during his long and useful career.

“Plutarch’s Lives,” a book which should be more
popular among the young than it is, was another favourite
of his, and he read it over and over again. “An Essay on
Projects,” by Defoe, was another book to which Benjamin
devoted considerable attention, and derived great benefit;
and “ Essays to do Good” was another, concerning whicli
he has left a remarkable testimony.

“When I was a boy,” he wrote to Mr Samuel Mather, in
his eightieth year, “I met with a book entitled ¢ Essays to
do Good,” which I think was written by your father, (Cotton
Mather.) It had been so little regarded by a former pos-
sessor, that several leaves of it were torn out; but the
remainder gave me such a turn of thinking as to have an
influence on my conduct through life ; for I have always set
a greater value on the character of a doer of good than on
any other kind of reputation ; and, if I have been, as you
seem to think, a useful citizen, the public owe the advantage
of it to that book.”

Benjamin Franklin was brought up religiously: regular
attendance at the Old South Church was required of him,
and of all his brothers and sisters. There he once heard
old Increase Mather preach, and in the course of his ser-
mon he referred to the death “ of that wicked old persecutor
of God’s people, Louis XIV.” There, too, he frequently
heard Cotten Mather, in the vigour of his powers. Josiah
Franklin was too good-humoured and intelligent a man to
be an ascetic or a bigot. The anecdote of Franklin and
his father, told by the grandson of Franklin, permits us to
infer that Josiah and his children lived on easy terms with
one another, and that he did not embitter and cramp their
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Philadelpliia to London. 51

Toward the end of April 1724, a small vessel offering for
Boston, Franklin took passage in her, giving out that he was
going home for a time to see his friends. The Governor
gave him a long letter to his father, in which the young man
was highly extolled, and which declared that he had but to
set up a printing-office in Philadelphia to make his fortune.
After a tempestuous voyage of two weeks he arrived safely
in Boston, having been absent from home seven months.
Captain Holmes had not yet arrived, nor had tidings of the
runaway been received at Boston from any other source.
His return was, therefore, a surprise to all his relations, and
to all but his brother James a joyful one.

Benjamin’s old friend, Collins, who was then a clerk in
the Post-office, was so pleased with Franklin’s description
of Pennsylvania, that he determined to remove thither. He
set out by land forthwith, leaving his books to be brought
round by sea to New York, where he agreed to wait for
Franklin.

Meanwhile, wazy and sagacious Josiah Franklin considered
the proposition contained in the letter of Sir William Keith.
For some time he said little of it to his son. Captain
Holmes arriving afterwards from. Delaware, the old man
showed him the letter, asked him if he knew what kind of
man Sir William Keith was, adding that, for his own part,
he thought the Governor must be a man of little discretion,
to think of setting up in business for himself a lad of eighteen,
Captain Hblmes espoused the cause of his brother-in-law,
and said all he could in favour of the project. The result,
however, of the old man’s cogitations was a flat refusal to
advance the necessary sum. Benjamin was too young, he
sald. He was glad his son had been so highly approved by

the Governor of the colony in which he had lived, and that
D


















Philadelpliia to London. 54

monstrated with him, and angry words frequently occurred
between them.

His friendship for John Collins was worn out at last,
Franklin, Collins, and a party of Philadelphia lads were in a
boat on the Delaware, one day, when Collins refused to take
his turn at the oar, saying that he meant to be rowed home.
“We will not row you,” said Franklin. “ You must,” re-
plied Collins, “or stay all night on the water.” The others
said, “Let us row, what does it signify?” But Franklin,
embittered against him by his previous misconduct, per-
sisted 1n refusing. Collins swore he would make him row
or throw him overboard, and went toward him, stepping on
the seats of the boat, to execute his threat. On getting near
enough, the maddened youth struck at his old friend. But
Franklin was too quick for him. “I clapped my head un-
der his thighs,” he tells us, “and rising, pitched him head
foremost into the river.” Knowing Collins to be a good
swimmer, he gave himself no concern for his safety. On the
contrary, when Collins had turned, and was about to catch
hold of the boat, they pulled it beyond his reach, asking
him whether he would do his share of rowing, a manceuvre
that was several times repeafed. Choking with rage, he
would not promise to row, and persisted so long that he
began to tire ; when his companions relented, drew him in,
and brought him home dripping wet. After this event the
two Bostonians scarcely exchanged a civil word. Collins at
length accepted the offer of a tutorship at Barbadoes, and
left Philadelphia for that island, promising Franklin to remit
what he owed him out of his first quarter’s salary. He was
never heard of in the colonies again.

A friendly and genial soul like Franklin cannot be long
in a place without finding companions. His intimates at
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80 Benjamin Franklin.

“Some young Philadelphians happening to be out upon
their pleasure in a boat, came on board, and offered to
take us up with them. We accepted of their kind pro-
posal, and about ten o'clock landed at Philadelphia,
heartily congratulating each other upon our having happily
completed so tedious and dangerous a voyage. Thank
God!”

Soon after landing, Franklin met, in the streets of Phila-
delphia, Sir William Keith, who had been recently deposed
from office. Keith had just virtue enough to look a little
abashed at seeing the youth he had so shamefully wronged,
and passed by without speaking. For nearly a quarter of
a century longer, this man lagged superfluous on the scene,
poor and neglected, striving to earn a little money by writ-
ing histories of the colonies. He died in London, in 1749,
aged eighty.

Indifferent as Franklin had been to Miss Read, he had
not forgotten her. Toward the close of his stay in London,
when he had escaped the fascinating Ralph, and Franklin
began to be himself again, his affection appears to have
revived ; for he wrote, long after, that it was ‘“the cords of
love” that had “drawn him back from England to Phila-
delphia.” He returned to find the lady married and miser-
able ; and both through his fault. Despairing of his return,
her mother and other relations had persuaded her to marry
“one Rogers, a potter,” to use Franklin’s own language,
He was an excellent potter ; which was the inducement to
Mrs Read. But he proved to be a worthless fellow, and
it was soon suspected that he had another wife. Deborah
Read, who had never lived happily with him, returned to
her mother, and resumed her maiden name, a sorrowful
woman. The potter ran away from his creditors in the
























88 Benjamin Franklin.

lin’s filled with memoranda for the Junto, sketches of essays,
replies to questions, topics for debate, and suggested rules.
Many of the questions proposed by him for discussion were
very suggestive of beneficial conversation, as well as cha-
racteristic of his own mind. I select a few as specimens :
“Is self-interest the rudder that steers mankind?” *Can
any one particular form of government suit all mankind {®
““ Which is least criminal, a bad action joined with a good
intention, or a good action with a bad intention?” “ How
may the possession of the lakes be improved to our advan-
tage?” “Why does the flame of a candle tend upward in
a spire?” “Should it be the aim of philosophy to eradicate
the passions?” ¢ How shall we judge of the goodness of a
writing?” ¢ Can a man arrive at perfection in this life?”
“ Wherein consists the happiness of a rational creature?”
“What general conduct of life 1s most suitable for men in
such circumstances as most of the members of the Junto
are? Or, of the many schemes of living which are in our
power to pursue, which will be most probably conducive to
our happiness?” “Which 1s best, to make a friend of a
wise and good man that is poor, or of a rich man that is
neither wise nor good?” * Which of the two is the greatest
loss to a country if they both die?” “ Which of the two is
happiest in life?” In some of these questions we again
perceive the daring intellect formed to investigate, and in-
capable of taking anything for granted.

The Junto was never permitted to have more than twelve
members at the same time. The proceedings, for recording
which the secretary was allowed one shilling a week, were
designed to be kept secret. Alluring whispers, however,
escaped, which caused frequent applications for admission
into the charmed circle of embryo philosophers. The
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angry manner he ordered him to return to his business, and
added many reproachful words, hard for a young man to
bear in the presence of his acquaintances. He then came
up into the printing-office, where he continued his senseless
vituperation. Franklin replying to his abuse with becoming
spirit, Keimer retorted by giving Franklin the quarter's
warning for which both had stipulated, and said he wished
he were not obliged to endure his presence even so long.
“ The wish is unnecessary,” said the wrathful foreman; who
instantly took his hat and walked out of the office, asking
his friend Meredith to bring to his lodgings in the evening
the few articles that he left behind.

He went home, and when his anger cooled, reflected
upon his situation. He had some thoughts of returning to
Boston. He had been four years away from home, and,
upon the whole, had not, he thought, behaved very well, or
done very well. He was not, naturally, of an economical
turn. If he had occasionally saved a little money, he had
contrived soon to get rid of it again. It was his own
experience of the inconveniences that result from extrava-
gance that caused him to dwell upon economy so frequently
in his writings ; for a spendthrift adores economy as much
as a drunkard does temperance. There he was, after four
years of adventure, a journeyman printer still, still in debt
to Mr Vernon, with no great sum in his purse, out of em-
ployment, and two weeks’ journey from his father’s house.

But Franklin was one of those of whom Emerson says,
that planted upon a marble slab they will take root. In
the evening Hugh Meredith came, and they talked over
the events of the day. Meredith, who was warmly Frank-
lin’s friend, would not hear of his going back to Boston.
Keimer, he said, was in debt for his entire stock, and his
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creditors were already alarmed. Moreover, he was totally
devoid of capacity for business ; he sold for cash without
profit, and on credit without keeping accounts. Sooner or
later he must fail, and create a vacancy for some one to fill.
To this Meredith added an intimation far more interesting.
He said, he felt sure that his father, from conversations he had
had with him, would advance the sum necessary to set them
both up in business, provided Franklin would consent to
‘burden himself with so incompetent a partner. It was late
in the autumn of 1727 when this conversation occurred.
“ My time,” added Meredith, “will be out with Keimer
in the spring; by that time we may have our press and
types in from London. I am sensible I am no workman ;
if you like it, your skill in the business shall be set against
the stock I furnish, and we will share the profits equally.”

All this being highly agreeable to our disheartened young
printer, he consented to Meredith’s proposal. The father,
who happened to be in town at the time, came into his son’s
plans with alacrity, saying, that as Franklin had great in-
fluence with his son, and had already prevailed upon him
to abstain from dram-drinking for long periods, he would
probably be able, when they were so closely united, to break
him off that fatal habit entirely. Franklin drew up an in-
ventory of the articles required, which Mr Meredith gave to
a merchant, who sent to London for them by the next ship.
It was dgreed that the secret should be kept until the
materials arrived, and, in the meantime, that Franklin
should endeavour to get work at the printing-house of
Andrew Bradford. It was soon ascertained, however, that
Bradford had no vacancy, and Franklin passed some days
in idleness. | |

Soon came a message to him from Keimer, to the effect





















98 Benjamin Franklin.

the discussion of that perplexing subject, paper-money. The
paper currency of the province, issued in 1723 for a limited
period, amounted to but fifteen thousand pounds, and it
was about to be called in. The people clamoured for
a new and larger issue, to which capitalists objected,
pointing to New England and South Carolina, where the
paper-money had woefully depreciated. This subject, like
- all others that stirred the public mind, was amply debated
in the Junto, where Franklin sided with those who favoured
a re-dssue. “I was persuaded,” he says, ‘“that the first
small sum, struck in 1723, had done much good by increas-
ing the trade, employment, and number of inhabitants in
the province, since I now saw all the old houses inhabited,
and many new ones building ; whereas I remembered well,
when I first walked about the streets of Philadelphia, (eating
my roll,) I saw many of the houses in Walnut Street, be-
tween Second and Front Streets, with bills on their doors
“zo be lel;” and many, likewise, in Chestnut Street and
other streets, which made me think the inhabitants of the
city were one after another deserting it.”

His convictions upon the subject, however, were clear
and strong. Having the whole subject at command through
the incessant debates of the Junto, he devoted his leisure
during the month of March 1729 to the composition of an
extensive pamphlet, which was published anonymously soon
after, entitled “A Modest ‘Inquiry into the Nature and
Necessity of a Paper Currency.” To give it a learned arr,
he contrived to pick up for the title-page a Latin motto from
Persius, to the effect that plenty of new money ought to be
given to country and to kindred. Much of the reasoning
of this pamphlet will not bear the light since thrown upon
political economy, and there are several passages in it that
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in the rival paper, Keimer continued to issue twenty-six
numbers of the Universal Instructor without interruption.
But at this time misfortune again overtook him, and a
temporary interruption took place in the publication. His
pecuniary difficulties were such that he could not make any
arrangements satisfactory to his creditors. The paper
struggled for a short time longer, but at last Keimer was
. forced to dispose of it.to Franklin and Meredith, which he
did, for an insignificant sum. Franklin undertook the edit-
ing of the paper, and Number Forty, for October 2, 1729,
was the first issued under his hand. A great change was
made in the newspaper. Its preposterous name was reduced
to Pennsylvania Gazetfe, to which was added below in
smaller type, “ containing the freshest advices, foreign and
domestic.” There was the extraordinary number of seven
advertisements in Number Forty, one of which informed the
public that Franklin and Meredith had for sale the Psalms
of Isaac Watts, a new work then, that was having a great
sale on both sides of the ocean. The principal article in
Number Forty, of an editorial nature, was the address to
the subscribers, announcing the change of proprietors.

This disposed of, the address concluded thus:—* There
are many who have long desired to see a good News-Paper
in Pennsylvania ; and we hope those gentlemen who are
able, will contribute towards the making This such. Wg
ask Assistance, because we are fully sensible, that to publisk
a good News-Paper is not so easy an Undertaking as many
People imagine it to be. The Author of a Gazette (in the
Opinion of the Learned) ought to be qualified with an
extensive Acquaintance with Languages, a great Easiness
and Command of Writing and Relating Things clearly anc
intelligiply, and in few Words ; he should be able to speak
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the need there was of still strengthening “the presem
establishment.” He could not forget the favour which the
Governor of New York had shown him when he was a
runaway apprentice. Above all, he had to stand by the
people, by the principles of English liberty, by Magna
Charta, at which the demand for a settled salary aimed a
blow that would be fatal. He had also to bear in mind
that he was a poor printer of twenty-three, just started
in business ; that he was discoursing of high matters and
great personages; and that this New York dispute had
a peculiar bearing upon the politics of Pennsylvania. Of
all these things the young editor was mindful; and he
produced an article that brought over to the support of
nis Gazeffe a large number of the most influential persons
in the province.

He was no less wise upon that most difficult and danger:
ous of all subjects—religion. Generally avoiding the topic
altogether, he occasionally selected an article which treated
religion itself with respect, but gave no support to the
exclusive claims of some of the sects. The following are
sentences from an article in Number Eighty-two :—* Reli-
gion has three great adversaries, Atheéism, Superstition, and
Enthusiasm : The first may be shown to be Nonsense, the
second Folly, and the third Madness. . . . I shall
begin with Superstition and Enthusiasm ; because as they
are generally confounded with Religion, they give it a vast
Disadvantage, when it is at any Time compared with Athe-
ism, or Irreligion (its proper Opposite) by discolouring it
with all the Absurdities which belong only to them. But
Superstition being the more prevailing Extravagance of the
two, I shall first take that Folly to task, and inquire into
its principal Causes and Effects. . . . I dismiss my
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he had the delight of paying both principal and interest of
a debt that had weighed heavily upon his conscience for
more than seven years.

The new firm contrived very soon to get a share of the
public printing, previously done by Bradford. Bradford
printed the Governor’s Address this year so inelegantly and
incorrectly, that Franklin, quick to seize an opportunity,
struck off an edition, executed in his best manner, and sent
a copy to each member of the Assembly, who then numbered
about thirty. The difference between the two versions was
noted and remembered. Andrew Hamilton, whom Franklin
had served in London, was then in the House, wherein
Franklin had other zealous friends, to say nothing of those
who wished to stand well with a young printer, who, to use
that young printer's own words, “had learnt to scribble a
little.” The result was, that to Franklin and Meredith was
assigned the printing for the Assembly for the next year. It
was not great in amount, but it was a lift to beginners, gave
them standing, and prepared the way for other and better
public work. Before long, the new paper-money was to be
printed. Franklin’s friends in the House, urging his claims
as author of the pamphlet, procured for him this profitable
job, which was a great and timely help. “ This was another
advantage,” he says, “gained by my being able to write.”

But his footing in the world was still so far from being
secure, that, after a severe struggle of two years, he seemed
in danger of losing the little headway he had gained. Their
materials had cost two hundred pounds, which sum the
elder Meredith had agreed to advance. Owing to some
misfortunes, he was able to raise but one-half of that sum,
leaving a hundred pounds to be paid by a firm that could
not spare from its business a hundred shillings, The
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106 Benjamin Franklin.

been disappointed, and is really unable ; and I am unwilling
to distress him further. I see this is a business I am not fit
for. I was bred a farmer, and it was folly in me to come
to town, and put myself, at thirty years of age, an apprentice
to learn a new trade. Many of our Welsh people are going
to settle in North Carolina, where land is cheap. I am
inclined to go with them, and follow my old employment ;
you may find friends to assist you. If you will take the
debts of the company upon you, return to my father the
hundred pounds he has advanced, pay my little personal
debts, and give me thirty pounds and a new saddle, I will
relinquish the partnership and leave the whole in your
hands.”

Franklin accepted the proposal on the instant, borrowed
a hundred pounds from each of his two generous friends,
paid off both the Merediths, and went on with the business
alone. The partnership was dissolved July 14th, 1730, but
was not announced in the newspaper until May 11th, 1732,
which was about the time when he had paid all his debts,
and felt himself a free man.

From this time his progress was uninterrupted, though
not yet rapid. His powerful patron, Andrew Hamilton,
procured for him, soon after, the printing of the paper-
money and laws of Delaware, which he retained as long as
he continued in business. He also opened a small station-
er's shop. He now engaged a journeyman, one whom he
had known in London, and an apprentice. At this period
he says he not only zas industrious, but took care to let his
neighbours see that he was so. He dressed plainly, attended
no places of public diversion, never went fishing or shoot-
ing ; and to show that he was not above his business, some-
times brought home the paper he had purchased through
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Deborah Read, meanwhile, was dejected and solitary. It
was believed, but was not known, that the runaway potter
whom she had married, had had a wife living at the time.
It was rumoured, but not ascertained, that the potter had
since died in the West Indies. Franklin was still intimate
in the family, who often consulted him upon their affairs.
He lamented the lady’s unhappy state, and attributed it to
his own “giddiness and inconstancy when in London.”
The mother, however, blamed herself, because she had
urged on the unfortunate marriage in the absence of Frank-
lin, who, if he had found the young lady unmarried on his
return from London, would doubtless have renewed his
suit.  Pitying her forlorn condition, and reproaching himselt
as its cause, his fondness for her revived ; and, at length,
he proposed that they should risk the possible consequences
of marriage ; and accordingly, on September 1st, 1730, Ben-
jamin Franklin and Deborah Read were married.

Rogers, the potter, never appeared to disturb their tran-
quillity, for he was really dead ; nor was Franklin ever sued
for his numerous debts, as he had feared he might be.

Mrs Franklin was an industrious, thrifty, capable, kind
woman. She attended her husband’s little shop, bought the
rags for the new paper-mill, stitched pamphlets, folded news-
papers, taught her husband to be economical, and proved
herself, in all ways, a generous and faithful helpmeet. Long
afterwards, he wrote to her, when far away: ““ It was a com-
fort to me to recollect that I had once been clothed from
head to foot in woollen and linen of my wife’s manufacture,
and that I never was prouder of any dress in my life. She
was a cheerful, tolerant soul, freely allowing for the foibles
and faults of human nature. A remark of hers which
Franklin quotes in one of his letters, about people who
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are punctilious and exacting in trifles, does her much
honour : ‘“ If people can be pleased with small matters, it is
a pity but they should have them.” To say that she was an
illiterate woman, is only to say that she lived in the last
century. Her letters are as full of bad spelling as they are
of homely sense and loving-kindness. She was a finely-
formed, handsome woman, with a fair and pleasant
countenance. Her children and even her grand-chil-
dren were celebrated for their beauty throughout the
colonies.

And let us say of him that, though he had not been an
ardent lover, like the lovers we like to read of in fiction, he was
a faithful, tender, and considerate husband ; of whom his wife
was proud, and with whom she was happy. ‘ We throve
together,” says Franklin, “ and ever endeavoured to make
each other happy.” It were well if all lovers of the ardent
description could say the same after a married life of forty
years. Their home, at first, was plain and frugal in the ex
treme. “ We kept no idle servants,” says Franklin, “ our
table was plain and simple, our furniture of the cheapest.
For instance, my breakfast was for a long tinte bread and
milk, (no tea,) and I ate it out of a twopenny earthen por-
ringer, with a pewter spoon; but mark how luxury will
enter families, and make a progress in spite of principle.
Being called one morning to breakfast, I found it in a china
bowl, with a spoon of silver. They had been bought for
me without my knowledge by my wife, and had cost her the
enormous sum of three-and-twenty shillings ; for which she
had no other excuse or apology to make, but that she
thought /e husband deserved a silver spoon and china bowl
as well as any of his neighbours. This was the first appear-
ance of plate and china in our house, which afterward, in a
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course of years, as our wealth increased, augmented gradu.
ally to several hundred pounds in value.”

It was but a few months after his marriage, while still
living in this lowly and frugal manner,—still wearing his
leather apron, still wheeling home his purchases of station-
ery, still making his lampblack and mixing his ink, still
battling with the difficulties attending the establishment of
a new business,—that he set on foot the measures which re-
sulted in the founding of what may be truly styled the most
useful library that ever existed.

When the Junto was first formed, its meetings were held
in an alehouse. But the members soon removed to a room
of their own, lent them by Robert Grace, one of the Junto.
It often happened that a member would bring a book or
two to the club, for the purpose of illustrating the subject of
debate, and this led Franklin to propose that all the
members should keep their books in the Junto-room, as
well for reference while debating as for the use of members
during the week. The suggestion being approved, one end
of their little apartment was soon filled with books, and
there they remained for the common benefit. At the expiry
of a year, however, some books having been injured, their
owners became dissatisfied, and the books were all taken
home. Books were then scarce, high-priced, and of great
bulk. As a general rule, the middle classes of Philadelphia,
to which Franklin belonged, did not possess or care to
possess books to any extent, and the members of the Junto,
once having felt the benefits of the temporary co-operation,
felt the want of it greatly on the removal of the books to
the houses of their respective owners.

At this juncture Franklin conceived the idea of a subscrip-
tion library. Early in 1731 he drew up a plan, the sub
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some author, that he may not be without observations to
communicate.”

In October the books arrived, and were placed, at first,
in the room of the Junto. A librarian was appointed, and
the library was opened once a week for giving out the
books. The second year Franklin himself served as
hbrarian. For many years the secretary to the directors
was Joseph Breintnal, by whose zeal and diligence the in-
terests of the library were greatly promoted. Franklin
printed a catalogue soon after the arrival of the books, for
which, and for other printing, he was exempted from paying
his annual ten shillings for two years.

The success of this library, thus begun by a few mechanics
and clerks, was great in every sense of the word. Valuable
donations of books, money, and curiosities were frequently
made to it. The number of subscribers slowly, but steadily,
increased. Libraries of similar character sprung up all over
the country, and many were started even in Philadelphia.
Peter Kalm, a Swedish traveller, who was in Philadelphia in
1748, says that then the parent library had given rise to
“ many little libraries,” on the same plan as itself. He also
says that non-subscribers were then allowed to take books
out of the library, by leaving a pledge for the value of the
book, and paying for a folio eightpence a week, for a quarto
sixpence, and for all others fourpence. ‘ The subscribers,”
he says, “were so kind to me as to order the librarian,
during my stay here, to lend me every book I should want,
without requiring any payment of me.” In 1764 the shares
had risen in value to nearly twenty pounds, and the collec
tion was considered to be worth seventeen hundred pounds.
In 1785 the number of volumes was 5487; in 1807
14.457 ; in 1861, 70,000. The institution is one of the few
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source of news, and the favourite haunt of the inquisitive
and public-spirited. If there was a scheme on foot for a
course of lectures, or any project to promote the public
good, the subscription-papers were to be found * at the new
printing-office near the market.”

The Pennsylvania Gazette throve apace. It was incom-
parably the best newspaper published in the colonies. At
first, not more than one number in five contained an article
of a literary character ; but after a few months had elapsed,
every number had something of the kind—a piece from the
Spectator, an article from an English newspaper, or an
essay by Franklin, which had first been read to the Junto.
Franklin’s own contributions have been collected, and are
well known to be among the sprightliest of his efforts. His
selections were of a liberal cast, well calculated to serve as
a corrective of the colonial and sectarian spirit. The paper
contained scarcely anything of a controversial nature, and
nothing ill-humoured. In all the colonies there was no
better preacher of good-will and brotherly love than the
Pennsylvania Gazelte.

In December 1732 Franklin gave the Pennsylvamans
the first number of that most renowned of all almanacs,
Poor Richard. It was a great success.

Poor Richard was the comic almanac of its day. Many
serious maxims appear in it, but the comic element is the
prevailing one. The reason why Poor Richard’s economical
maxims (an insignificant portion of its contents) acquired
such celebrity, can be easily explained. In 1757 the taxes
caused by the French war pressing heavily upon the
colonists, Franklin wrote a long article for the preface of
his almanac, the object of which was to show that the taxes
could easily be paid, if the people would only be a little
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less extravagant. Beginning with the remark, that nothing
pleases an author more than to hear himself quoted, Foor
Richard thus proceeds: “I stopped my horse lately where
a great number of people were collected at an auction of
merchants’ goods. The hour of the sale not being come,
they were conversing on the badness of the times ; and one
of the company called to a plain, clean old man, with white
locks, ¢ Pray, Father Abraham, what think you of the times'
Will not these heavy taxes quite ruin the country? How
shall we ever be able to pay them? What would you advise
us to do? Father Abraham stood up and replied, ‘If you
would have my advice, I will give it you in short ; for 4
word to the wise is enough, as Poor Rickard says’ They
joined in desiring him to speak his mind ; and, gathering
round him, he proceeded as follows.”

The old man then goes on to quote, one after another,
with connecting remarks, all the prudential and economical
maxims that Poor Richard had published in twenty-five
years. The “clean old man” harangued the crowd at great
length, and displayed much ingenuity in stringing the quaint
proverbs smoothly together. “The people heard it,” says
FPoor Richard, “and approved the doctrine ; and imme-
Jiately practised the contrary, just as if it had been a com-
mon sermon ; for the auction opened, and they began to
buy extravagantly.”

This amusing preface made a brilliant hit. Besides being
immediately copied into all the colonial newspapers, it was
rep{'inted in England on a large sheet, designed to be hung
up In cottages ; it was translated into nearly every modern
language, and circulated in immense numbers, with great
SUCCESS.

Loor Richard was emphatically a humorous almanac. The
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advertisements which announced its publication were humor-
ous ; most of the prefaces were humorous ; the accounts of
the eclipses and other natural phenomena were generally
humorous ; the greater part of the verses and proverbs were
humorous ; and those which were not humorous were quaint.

Some of the best fun Franklin ever wrote occurs in the
prefaces to Poor Rickard. Mr Richard Saunders (Poor
Rickard) begins his first preface by avowing that his motive
in publishing an almanac is not at all a disinterested one.
“The plain truth of the matter is,” said Rickard, “I am
excessive poor, and my wife, good woman, is, I tell her,
excessive proud ; she cannot bear, she says, to sit spinning
in her shift of tow, while I do nothing but gaze at the stars,
and has threatened more than once to burn all my books
and rattling-traps, (as she calls my instruments,) if I do not
make some profitable use of them for the good of my
family. The printer has offered me some considerable share
of the profits, and I have thus begun to comply with my
dame’s desire.” Long ago, he continues, he would have
given the world an almanac, but for the fear of injuring his
friend and fellow-student, Titan Leeds.® ¢ But this obstacle
(I am far from speaking it with pleasure) is soon to be
removed, since inexorable death, who was never known to
respect merit, has already prepared the mortal dart, the
fatal sister has already extended her destroying shears, and
that ingenious man must soon be taken from us. He dies,
by my calculation, made at his request, on October 17,
1733, 3 ho. 29 m. P.m., at the very instant of the & of
(D and . By his own calculation, he will survive till the
26th of the same month. This small difference between us,

~ # At that time the publisher of an almanac in Philadelphia, originally
established by Keimer.
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a false predicter, an ignorant, a conceited scribbler, a fool,
and a liar. Mr Leeds was too well bred to use any man
so indecently and so scurrilously, and, moreover, his esteem
and affection for me was extraordinary ; so that it is to be
feared that pamphlet may be only a contrivance of some-
body or other, who hopes, perhaps, to sell two or three
years’ almanacs still, by the sole force and virtue of Mr
Leeds’s name.”

In next year’s preface, the fooling is still more exquisite :
“ Having received much abuse from Titan Leeds deceased,
(Titan Leeds, when living, would not have used me so:) I
say, having received much abuse from the ghost of Titan
Leeds, who pretends to be still living, and to write alman-
acs in spite of me and my predictions, I cannot help saying,
that though I take it patiently, I take it very unkindly.
And whatever he may pretend, it is undoubtedly true that
he is really defunct and dead. First, because the stars are
seldom disappointed,—never but in the case of wise men,
sapiens dominabitur astris,—and they foreshowed his death
at the time I predicted it. Secondly, it was requisite and
necessary he should die punctually at that time for the
honour of astrology, the art professed both by him and his
father before him. Thirdly, it is plain to every one that
reads his two last almanacs (for 1734 and 1735) that they
are not written with that life his performances used to be
written with,—the wit is low and flat ; the little hints dull
and spiritless ; nothing smart in them but Hudibras’s verses
against astrology at the heads of the months in the last,
which no astrologer but a dead one would have inserted, and
no man Zzzing would or could write such stuff as the rest.”

Titan Leeds retorted by saying that there was not, and
never had been, such a person as Richard Saunders; to
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I think, a good deal to the precaution of having very
explicitly settled in our articles everything to be done by, or
expected from, each partner, so that there was nothing to
dispute, which precaution I would therefore recommend to
all who enter into partnership.”

Poor Richard, too, enabled him, in this year, 1733, to
revisit his native Boston, after an absence of nearly ten
years. To the end of his life he visited Boston every ten
years, except when prevented by war, absence from the
country, or sickness. On his return from Boston, he stopped
at Newport, where lived his brother James, from whom he
had parted on ill terms. All past differences were forgotten,
and they passed some time together with the utmost cor-
diality. James Franklin, who was in declining health, asked
his brother to take home with him to Philadelphia, and
bring up to the printing business, his son, then ten years of
age, in case the boy should be left fatherless. Franklin
promised to do so, and kept his promise. He sent the boy
to school, taught him his trade, and sent him home to his
mother, who had carried on the business at Newport after
her husband’s death, with a new assortment of type. ‘ Thus
it was that I made my brother ample amends,” says
Franklin.

Returning to Philadelphia, he prosecuted his affairs with
renewed energy. He began to import books from England,
occasionally published a small work on his own account,
and became the favourite printer for the clergy.

In 1741 he started a Monthly Magazine, one of the
very few of his enterprises that did not succeed. It stopped
at the sixth number. In 1744 he had the pleasure of
publishing a translation of Cicero’s “Essay upon Old
Age,” by his valued friend and patron, James Logan, which
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united, and so did not act from a principle of benevolence,
That fewer still, in public affairs, act with a view to the
good of mankind. There seems to me at present to be
great occasion for raising a United Parly for Virtue, by
forming the virtuous and good men of all nations into a
regular body, to be governed by suitable good and wise
rules, which good and wise men may probably be more
unanimous in their obedience to than common people are
to common laws. I at present think, that whoever attempts
this anight, and 1s well qualified, cannot fail of pleasing God
and of meeting with success.”

This curious production, signed with the initials of the
author, lay among his papers many years, and bore no fruit.
He tells us, however, that he thought much upon his pro-
ject of uniting the virtuous, drew up a creed for the members
of the proposed Order, and communicated the scheme to
one or two friends, who evidently approved of it. The name
of the organisation was to have been the * Society of the
Free and Easy:” that is, as he himself explains, #ree from
the dominion of vice and debt, and consequently Zasy in
mind and circumstances. While he was revolving this
scheme, half formed, in his mind, certain experiences of his
own quickened his interest in it, and suggested some im-
portant details, He conceived the project of becoming
himself morally perfect. “I wished,” he explains, “to live
without committing any fault at any time, and to conquer
all that either natural inclination, custom, or company might
lead me into. As I knew, or thought I knew, what was
right and wrong, I did not see why I might not a/ways do
the one and avoid the other. But I soon found I had
undertaken a task of more difficulty than I had imagined:
while my attention was taken up, and care employed in
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Order and Humility. The appearance of humility, he says,
he contrived to attain, but not the reality of it ; so inveterate
is pride in the heart of man, that if he had acquired this
virtue he should doubtless have been proud of his humility.
To promote habits of order, he drew up a scheme of the
day, and endeavoured to conduct his life in accordance
therewith. He rose at five, washed himself, and said his
prayers. Then he laid out the business of the day, and
thought of the particular virtue of that week. Then he
studied an hour and a half, which brought him to breakfast-
time. From eight to twelve, work ; then dinner and rest
till one. From one to six, work again. From six to ten,
supper, music, company, diversion, self-examination. At
ten, to bed. This scheme he could practise without much
interruption, but he never quite learned to have a place for
everything, and to put everything in its place.

The reader may be inclined to smile at some of these
details. It nevertheless remains true, that no one has ever
acquired uncommon virtue without having made the acquire-
ment of virtue an object of specific and systematic exertion.
Whatever else comes to us by nature, self-control does not ;
it has to be acquired. Franklin’s method was the method
sujted to him in his time, circumstances, and sphere. If the
ingenious reader knows a better, let him rejoice, and prac-
tise it. Franklin declares, in serious and earnest sentences
written in his seventy-ninth year, that his plan was beneficial
to him in the highest degree. These are his words: “It
may be well my posterity should be informed, that to this
little artifice, with the blessing of God, their ancestor owed
the constant felicity of his life down to the seventy-ninth
year, in which this is written. What reverses may attend
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as learning a verb or writing a translation, which task
should be performed before the next meeting. As they
played about equally, they beat one another into the acquisi-
tion of the Italian language.

Having become tolerably proficient in French, Italian,
and Spanish, he was led by an accident to undertake the
Latin, His experience with this language is worthy the
most serious consideration of all persons who are interested
in teaching languages, or who contemplate learning them.
Looking over a Latin Testament one day, he was surprised
to find that his knowledge of the three modern languages,
together with his dim recollection of his year’s study of
Latin at the Boston Grammar-school, enabled him to read
the Latin Testament with considerable facility. Encouraged
by this, he resumed the study of Latin, a language he had
always been fond of quoting. If we may judge from the
long quotations from various authors in his writings of this
period, we must conclude that he read a good deal of
Latin. _

Music is mentioned by Franklin as a diversion, but he
pursued it with more than the devotion of an ordinary
amateur. He appears to have played on several instru-
ments, and to have studied their nature and powers. He
was also a constant observer of nature. Ordinary house-
hold évents suggested to his fertile mind magnificent con-
ceptions. The acquirement of other knowledge may have
assumed something of the nature of a task, but not so his
researches in science ; these were the irresistible bent of his
mind. He was, as before remarked, a genuine son of the
earth. He lived close to nature. He would be bathing in
the river, an hour or two at a time, nearly every evening for






134 Benganun Franklin.

for half an hour when a great swarm of ants came out, got
up to the ceiling, and crept along the string into the pot,
and began to eat again. This they continued till the treacle
was all eaten ; in the meantime one swarm running down
the string and the other up.”*

We find Franklin, on another occasion, contriving a little
tin windmill in a hole of his kitchen wall, for the purpose ot
turning a jack-machine for roasting meat. In making this
windmill he not merely displayed mechanical ingenuity, but
drew from its operation important inferences respecting the
resistance of the air, and the arrangement of the sails of
ships.

In 1743, one of those happy accidents which occur to ob-
servant men led Franklin to his famous discovery respecting
the course of storms. Poor Rickard having announced that,
on a certain evening at nine o’clock, an eclipse of the moon
would occur, Franklin intended to observe it. But before
the time arrived, a violent north-east storm of wind and rain
arose, which continued all the night and all the next day.
It was a great and famous storm, which did much damage
on sea and land, and was noticed in all the newspapers of
the colonies. When Franklin received his Boston news-
papers he was astonished to find in them, besides accounts
of the storm, descriptions of the eclipse ; which showed that
in Boston the storm began after the eclipse was over. He
wrote to his brother in Boston, who replied, that the eclipse
was over, there, one hour before the storm begun. On pur-
suing his inquiries, he made the surprising discovery, that all
those fierce north-east storms that swept our Atlantic coast
move backward, 7Ze, from south-west to north-east, and

* Kalm’s Travels in America, vol. L p. 303.
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diminish in violence as they go. Franklin’s conjectural ex-
planation of this fact is very ingenious :—

“Suppose a great tract of country, land and sea,—to wit,
Florida and the Bay of Mexico,—to have clear weather for
several days, and to be heated by the sun, and its air there-
by exceedingly rarefied. Suppose the country north-east-
ward, as Pennsylvania, New England, Nova Scotia, and
Newfoundland, to be at the same time covered with clouds,
and its air chilled and condensed. The rarefied air being
lighter must rise, and the denser air next to it will press
into its place ; that will be followed by the next denser air;
that by the next, and so on. Thus, when I have a fire in
my chimney, there is a current of air constantly flowing
from the door to the chimney; but the beginning of the
motion was at the chimney, where the air being rarefied by
the fire rising, its place was supplied by the cooler air that
was next to it, and the place of that by the next, and so on
to the door. So the water in a long sluice or mill-race,
being stopped by a gate, is at rest like the air in a calm
but as soon as you open the gate at one end to let it out,
the water which is next the gate begins first to move, that
which is next to it follows; and so, though the water pro-
ceeds forward to the gate, the motion which began there
runs backward, if one may so speak, to the upper end of
the race, WI_’I'EI‘E the water is last in motion.”

About the same time, he invented the Franklin stove,
which warmed one generation of colonial Americans, and
another generation of American citizens, before it was
superseded by improvements. In many country nooks
the Franklin stove is still used, particularly in the South 3
and many of us can still remember its cheerful fire. It was
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the wastefulness of the old fire-places, the growing scarcity
of wood, and the time-honoured nuisance of smoking chim-
neys, that set Franklin at work upon this simple invention.
Coal then was not known to exist in the colonies, and
wood was fast receding from the large towns. To promote
the introduction of his stoves, the inventor wrote an exten-
sive and very ingenious pamphlet, in which he expounded
the entire philosophy of house-warming, and explained the
working of the new apparatus. Franklin, however, had not
the least pecuniary interest in the invention, and never
derived profit from it. “I made a present of the model,”
he says, “to Mr Robert Grace, one of my early friends,
who, having an iron furnace, found the casting of the plates
for these stoves a profitable thing, as they were growing in
demand.”

Thus the members of the Junto played into each other’s
hands and pockets. The Governor of Pennsylvania, Frank-
lin adds, “was so pleased with the construction of this
stove, that he offered to give me a patent for the sole vend-
ing of them for a term of years; but I declined it, from a
principle which has ever weighed with me on such occasions,
viz., that as we enjoy great advantages from the inventions
of others, we should be glad of an opportunity to serve
others by any invention of ours; and this we should do
freely and generously.”

The activity of Franklin’s mind was shown in his trifling
amusements. During the sessions of the Assembly he had
to endure many dull hours, perched in his seat as clerk,
listening to debates in which he could take no part. His
friend Logan showed him one day a French book of “ I’t‘?ﬂ.—*
gical Squares,” an idle game of the last century. Franklin,
who had made these squares in his youth, now beguiled the
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right, and from 10 to 16, descending to the left, and every
one of its parallel bent rows of eight numbers, makes 260.
Also, the parallel bent rows next to the above-mentioned,
which are shortened to three numbers ascending and three
descending, &c., as from 53 to 4 ascending, and from 29 to
44 descending, make, with the two corner numbers, 26o0.
Also, the two numbers, 14, 61, ascending, and 36, 19, de-
scending, with the lower four numbers situated like them,
viz., 50, 1, descending, and 32, 47, ascending, make 2z6o0.
And, lastly, the four corner numbers, with the four middle
numbers, make 260,

But even these are not all the properties of this mar-
vellous square. Its contriver declared that it has “five
other curious ones,” which he does not explain, but which
the ingenious reader may discover if he can. Nor was this
the most wonderful of Franklin’s magical squares. He
made one of 16 cells in each row, which, besides possessing
the properties of the square given above, (the amount, how-
ever added, being always 2056,) had also this most remark-
able peculiarity : a square hole being cut in a piece of paper
of such a size as to take in and show through it just sixteen of
the little squares, when laid on the greater square, the sum
of the sixteen numbers, so appearing through the hole,
wherever it was placed on the greater square, should like-
wise make 2050,

This square was executed in a single evening. It excited
the boundless wonder of Mr Logan, to whom Franklin sent
it, and who styled it a “most stupendous piece.” Franklin
himself jocularly said it was the “most” magically magical
of any magic square ever made by any magician. Mr
Logan alludes to these squares in one of his letters to Peter
Collinson of London: “Qur Benjamin Franklin is certainly
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In May 1743, he proposed the formation of an American
Philosophical Society. He wrote a circular letter to his
leamed friends in Pennsylvania, New York, and other
places, suggesting that they form themselves into a society,
for the purpose of conversing and corresponding upon such
subjects as the following:— “ Newly discovered plants,
herbs, trees, roots, their virtues, uses, methods of propagat-
ing them, and making such as are useful, but particular to
some plantations, more general; improvements of vege-
table juices, as ciders, wines ; new methods of curing or
preventing diseases ; all new-discovered fossils in different
countries, as mines, minerals, and quarries ; new and useful
improvements in any branch of mathematics ; new dis-
coveries in chemistry, such as improvements in distillation,
brewing, and assaying of ores ; new mechanical inventions
for saving labour, as mills and carriages, and for raising and
conveying of water, draining of meadows; all new arts,
trades, and manufactures, that may be proposed or thought
of ; surveys, maps, and charts of particular parts of the sea-
coasts or inland countries ; course and junction of rivers
and great roads, situation of lakes and mountains, nature ot
the soil and productions ; new methods of improving the
breed of useful animals ; introducing other sorts from foreign
" countries ; new improvements in planting, gardening, and
clearing land; and all philosophical experiments that let
light into the nature of things, tend to increase the power of
man over matter, and multiply the conveniences or pleasures
of life.”

He concluded his circular with these words :—* Ben-
jamin Franklin, the writer of this Proposal, offers himself to
serve the Society as their secretary, till they shall be pro-
vided with one more capable.”
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would discover its defenceless state, and what an easy cap-
‘ture it would be. The power of the great Indian tribes, and
the influence of the French over some of them, furnished
him with powerful arguments. He pointed out the ruin that
would come upon the trade of the province if ships of the
enemy should even obstruct the navigation of the river.
The party divisions of the province, the proprietary party,
the Quakers, the gentlemen, the tradesmen, all the attach-
ments and all the antipathies of the town were skilfully re-
ferred to and turned to account. And lest any class should
escape him, he inserted one tremendous passage that ap-
pealed to a feeling that was universal—fea». The passage
shows the frightful cruelty with which war was formerly
carried on.

“On the first alarm, terror will spread over all; and, as
no man can with certainty depend that another will stand by
him, beyond doubt very many will seek safety by a speedy
flight. Those that are reputed rich, will flee, through fear
of torture, to make them produce more than they are able.
The man that has a wife and children will find them hang-
ing on his neck, beseeching him with tears to quit the city
and save his life, to guide and protect them in that time of
general desolation and ruin. All will run into confusion,
amidst cries and lamentations, and the hurry and disorder
of departers carrying away their effects. The few that re-
main will be unable to resist. Sacking the city will be the first,
and burning it, in all probability, the last act of the enemy.
This, I believe, will be the case, if you have timely notice.
But what must be your condition, if suddenly surprised,
without previous alarm, perhaps in the night! Confined to
yow: houses, you will have nothing to trust to but the enemy’s
mercy. Your best fortune will be to fall under the power of
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Franklin told him, in reply, that he had heard of a public
man who made it a rule never to seek and never to decline
office. “I,” said Franklin, “approve of this rule, and
shall practise it with a small addition: I shall never ask,
never refuse, and never resign an office.” At the next
election he was again chosen clerk by a unanimous vote.

The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, signed by the British Com-
missioners, October 7th, 1748, put an end to the apprehen-
sions of the colonies. The part played by Franklin during
the period of alarm enhanced his influence in Pennsylvania,
brought him into confidential relations with the Governor,
the Council, and the circle of leading men, and accustomed
the people of Philadelphia to regard him as their leader and
refuge 1n time of trouble.

At this time the parents of Franklin were still living
They were both very old, and had begun to sink under the
infirmities to which the aged are subject. He wrote to
them tenderly and thoughtfully respecting their complaints,
suggesting remedies in his usual modest way. ‘I appre-
hend I am too busy,” he wrote on one occasion, ‘““In
prescribing and meddling in the doctor’s sphere, when any
of you complain of ails in your letters. But as I always
employ a physician myself when any disorder arises in my
family, and submit implicitly to his orders in everything,
so I hope you consider my advice, when I give any, only
as a mark of my good-will, and put no more of it in
practice than happens to agree with what your doclor
directs.” Then follows a considerable essay on their
disease. ~In 1744, at the great age of eighty-nine years,
his father died. Franklin concluded his next letter to his
sister Jane with these words:— Dear sister, I love you
tenderly for your care of our father in his sickness.”






CHAPTER XIIL.
RESEARCHES IN ELECTRICITY.

e f,u_,» 1745, the Leyden jar was discovered; and an
ﬁrg.;; Jl&fﬁi extraordinary 11111?11-1513 was given to the study and
e progress of electricity all over Europe. Mr Peter
Collinson, the London agent for the Library of Philadelphia,
having been accustomed to send, with the annual parcel of
pooks, any particular book or curious object as a gift, sent
as his contribution for 1746 one of those wonderful elec-
trical tubes, with a paper of directions for using it.

A few weeks before its arrival, Franklin had seen one
.n Boston, the property of Dr Spence, who had recently
brought it from Scotland. The usual electrical experi-
ments were performed by Dr Spence in his presence,
whom they astonished and entertained, for the subject was
absolutely new to him. No sooner, therefore, was the tube
unpacked at the Philadelphia Library, than he eagerly seized
the opportunity to repeat the experiments, which he had
witnessed in Boston, as well as those described by Mr
Collinson. The subject completely fascinated him. He
_gave himself wholly up to it. Procuring other tubes at the
-Philadelphia Glass-works, he distributed them among his
friends, and set the whole junto to the study of electricity.
“I never,” he wrote, early in 1747, “was before engaged in
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stead of a mere spark at the moment of contact. They
performed rare tricks with a spider mads of burnt cork ; to
the wonder and delight of young Philadelphia.

Most of these things had been done or suggested i
Europe before ; but some of them, too, were original dis-
coveries of the Philadelphians, who had heard nothing of
them. The plus and minus theory, although two English
observers had approached it, was the unassisted conclusion
of these Pennsylvanian philosophers. In his first letter to
Mr Collinson on electricity, Franklin said that the experi-
ments and observations made by himself and his friends,
though new in the new world, had probably been antici-
pated in Europe by one or more of the many persons daily
employed there on electrical experiments.

The summer of 1747 was devoted, as we have seen, to
preparing the province for defence. But during the autumn
and winter following, the four Philadelphians resumed their
electrical experiments, the results of which Franklin detailed
in other letters to Mr Collinson. The wondrous Leyden jar
was the object of Franklin’s incessant observation. He was
never weary of experimenting with it. Having applied to
it his plus and minus theory, he exhausted even his in-
genuity in devising experiments to place his explanation
beyond the possibility of question. That the electric shock
was only the sudden restoration of the electrical equili-
brium, he not only proved, but sZowed, by making the rush
of electricity visible along the gilding of a book.

As a specimen of his mode of investigating, take a single
passage, descriptive of one of the discoveries of this second
electrical winter. The Leyden phial used in these masterly
experiments was Maschenbroeck’s original invention, a mere
bottle of water, with a wire piercing the cork.
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ber of them might be taken from different places. Then
dexterously placing it again between the leaden plates, and
completing a circle between the two surfaces, a violent
shock ensued which demonstrated the power to reside in
glass as glass, and that the non-electrics in contact served
only, like the armiture of a loadstone, to unite the force of
the several parts, and bring them at once to any point
desired ; it being the property of a non-electric, that the
whole body instantly receives or gives what electrical fire is
given to, or taken from, any one of its parts.

“ Upon this we made what we called an éectrical battery,
consisting of eleven panes of large sash-glass, armed with
thin leaden plates, pasted on each side, placed vertically,
and supported at two inches’ distance on silk cords, with
thick hooks of leaden wire, one from each side, standing
upright, distant from each other, and convenient communi
cations of wire and chain, from the giving side of one pane
to the receiving side of the other; that so the whole might
be charged together, and with the same labour as one single
Pane.n

This battery was soon superseded by one consisting of a
series of Leyden jars, which was found more convenient,
and the power of which many a too eager electrician be-
sides Franklin has experienced.

Mr Kinnersley, this winter, contrived the amusing experi-
ment of the magical picture. A figure of his majesty, King
George IL, (“ God preserve him,” says the loyal Franklin,
in a parenthesis, when telling the story,) was so arranged
that any one who attempted to take his crown from his head,
received a tremendous shock. Franklin contrived an elec-
tric wheel, which revolved with considerable force, and by
the aid of his battery of jars, he gave shocks powerful enough
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twenty years in business. He was forty-two years of age.
He had acquired an estate, which, as I conjecture, yielded
about seven hundred pounds a year, which was then
esteemed a handsome income for a retiring tradesman. In
a colonial town, a hundred years ago, an income of seven
hundred pounds a year would buy everything that a man of
sense ever wants, either for himself or for his family. Be-
sides this independence, Franklin was the holder of two
offices worth together, perhaps, one hundred and fifty
pounds a year. His business, then more flourishing than
ever, produced an annual profit, as before computed, of
two thousand pounds, bringing up his income to the amount
of nearly three thousand pounds. Yearning to devote the
rest of his life to science, Franklin, in September 1748,
offered to dispose of his printing business to his foreman,
David Hall, who had then been in his employment some
years, and had proved himself to be a man of ability and
worth. The terms of the sale were these: Hall to have
the control of the business as though it were wholly his
own ; to pay Franklin a thousand pounds a year for eighteen
years ; then to become the sole proprietor without further
consideration ; the business, meanwhile, to be carried on
in the names of Franklin and Hall, and Franklin to assist
in editing the Gaszefle and Poor Richard. On these or
similar terms the partnership was formed, in the autumn of
1748, and Franklin was free to pursue his favourite pursuits
with little hindrance.

In a letter to a friend, dated September 2o, 1748, he
communicates his purpose to retire, and adds:—*“1I have
removed to a more quiet part of the town, where I am
settling my old accounts, and hope soon to be quite master
of my own time, and no longer, as the song has it, a/ every
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one’s call but my own. If health continue, I hope to be
able in another year to visit the most distant friend I have,
without inconvenience. With the same views I have re-.
fused engaging further in public affairs. The share I had
in the late Association (for defence) having given me a little
present run of popularity, there was a pretty general inten-
tion of choosing me a representative of the city at the next
election of Assemblymen ; but I have desired all my friends,
who spoke to me about it, to discourage it, declaring that
I should not serve if chosen. Thus you see I am 1n a fair
way of having no other tasks than such as I shall like to
give myself, and of enjoying what I look upon as a great
happiness, leisure to read, study, make experiments, and
converse at large with such ingenious and worthy men as are
pleased to honour me with their friendship or acquaintance,
on such points as may produce something for the common
benefit of mankind, uninteirupted by the little cares and
fatigues of business.” : |

Soon after, Dr Spence brought from England a con-
siderable electrical apparatus, intending to lecture in the
colonies. Upon his arriving in Philadelphia, Franklin
bought his apparatus.

On resuming his electrical studies, he confined his obser-
vations no longer to the electricity gathered by the machine,
but essayed to discover the part played in nature by this
wonderful element. The patience with which he observed
the electrical phenomena of the heavens, the acuteness dis-
played by him in drawing from his observations plausible
inferences, and the rapidity with which he arrived at all
that we now know of thunder and lightning, still excite the
astonishment of those who read the graphic narratives he
has left us of his proceedings. All the winter of 1748-49,
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and all the summer following, he was feeling his way to his
final conclusions on this subject. He drew up early in
1749 a series of fifty-six observations, entitled “ Observa-
tions and Suppositions towards forming a new Hypothesis
for explaining the several Phenomena of Thunder-gusts.”
Nearly all that he afterwards demonstrated on this subject
is anticipated in this truly remarkable paper, which was the
product of a great understanding grappling with a subject
worthy of its powers. He followed it soon with the most
elaborate and celebrated of all his electrical writings, en-
titled ““ Opinions and Conjectures concerning the Properties
and Effects of the Electrical Matter, and the means of Pre-
serving Buildings, Ships, &c., from Lightning, arising from
Experiments and Observations made at Philadelphia, 1749.”

The two grand topics of this paper are the power of
points to draw off electricity and the similarity of electri-
city and lightning. It is this treatise which contains the
two suggestions which gave to the name of Franklin its first
celebrity, and which we may safely style immortal. Both
these suggestions are contained in one brief passage, which
follows the description of an experiment, in which a minia-
ture lightning-rod had conducted harmlessly away the elec-
tricity of an artificial thunder-storm.

« If these things are so,” continued the philosopher, after
stating the results of his experiment, “ may not the know-
ledge of this power of points be of use to mankind, in pre-
serving houses, churches, ships, &c., from the stroke of
lightning, by directing us to fix, on the highest part of those
edifices, upright rods of iron made sharp as a needle, and
gilt to prevent rusting, and from the foot of those rods, a
wire down the outside of the building into the ground, or
down round one of the shrouds of a ship, and down her
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trified, will strike from the rod to the wire, and not affect
him.”

The fourth season of Franklin’s electrical experiments
was marked by nothing more interesting than an accident
which has since befallen many careless operators. He was
about to kill a turkey by an electric shock one day, for the
amusement of some friends, and, for that purpose, had
charged two jars, each holding six gallons. Inadvertently,
while talking with the company, he took the shock himself.

“ The flash,” he wrote, ‘“ was very great, and the crack as
loud as a pistol ; yet, my senses being instantly gone, I
neither saw the one nor heard the other ; nor did I feel the
stroke on my hand, though I afterwards found it raised a
round swelling where the fire entered, as big as half a pistol-
bullet ; by which you may judge of the quickness of the
electrical fire, which by this instance seems to be greater
than that of sound, light, or animal sensation. . . . I then
felt what I know not how well to describe, a universal blow
throughout my whole body from head to foot, which seemed
within as well as without ; after which the first thing I took
notice of was a violent quick shaking of my body, which
gradually remitting, my sense as gradually returned, and
then I thought the bottles must be discharged, but could
not conceive how, till at last I perceived the chain in my
hand, and recollected what I had been about to do. That
part of my hand and fingers which held the chain was left
white, as though the blood had been driven out, and re-
mained so eight or ten minutes after, feeling like dead flesh ;
and I had a numbness in my arms and the back of my neck,
which continued till the next morning, but wore off. No-
thing remains now of this shock but a soreness in my breast-
bone, which feels as if it had been bruised. I did not fall,
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in his private diary, a mode of ascertaining whether light-
ning and electricity were really the same ; and yet such an
experiment had never been attempted.

In the spring of 1752, he thought of trying the experi-
ment with a kite ; and it was during one of the June thun-
der-storms of that year that the immortal kite was flown.

Who does not know the story? How he made his kite
of a large silk handkerchief, and fastened to the top of the
perpendicular stick a piece of sharpened iron-wire. How
he stole away, upon the approach of a storm, into the com-
mon not far from his own house, near a spot where there
was an old cow-shed ; how, wishing to avoid the ridicule of
possible failure, he told no one what he was going to do
except his son, who accompanied him ; how the kite was
raised in time for the coming gust, the string being hempen,
except the part held in the hand, which was silk ; how, at
the termination of the hempen string a common key was
fastened ; and in the shed was deposited a Leyden bottle,
in which to collect from the clouds, if the clouds should
prove to contain it, the material requisite for an electric
shock. How father and son stood for some time under the
shed, presenting the spectacle, if there had been any one to
behold it, of two escaped lunatics flying a kite in the rain ;
the young gentleman, no doubt, feeling a little foolish ;
how, at last, when a thunder-cloud appeared to pass directly
over the kite, and yet no sign of electricity appeared, the
hopes of the father, too, began to grow fant; how, when
both were ready to despair of success, Franklin’s heart stood
still, as he suddenly observed the fibres of the hempen string
to rise ; how, with eager, trembling hand, he applied his
knuckle to the key and drew therefrom an unmistakable
spark, and another and another, and as many 2= he chose ;

.
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how the Leyden phial was charged, and both received the
most thrilling shock ever experienced by man; a shock
that might have been figuratively styled electric, if electric
it had not really been. How, the wet kite being drawn in,
and the apparatus packed, the philosopher went home ex-
ulting—the happiest philosopher in Christendom.

And this was only the beginning of triumph. The next
ships that arrived from the old world brought him the news
that the same experiment, in the mode originally suggested
by him of erecting an iron rod upon an eminence, had been
successfully performed in France, so that his name had
suddenly become one of the most famous in Europe.

Three French philosophers, the Count de Buffon, M.
Dalibard, and M. de Lor, erected upon different heights
the apparatus suggested by Franklin for drawing electricity
from the clouds. M. Dalibard was first successful. On
the 1oth of May 1752, a month before Franklin flew his
kite, the pointed rod erected by M. Dalibard drew from a
thunder-cloud electricity enough to afford a complete de-
monstration of the correctness of Franklin's hypothesis.
M. de Lor succeeded a few days later ; the Count de Buffon
ere long ; and before the summer was ended, the philoso-
phers of every country in Europe were employed in repeat-
ing the experiment. At St Petersburg, Professor Richman,
the “justly envied,” entered upon a course of splendid and
daring investigation, and brought from the clouds, at length,
such quantities of the electric fluid, that a chance shock
struck him dead, and his body was found in the midst of
his apparatus, like an artilleryman dead under the wreck of
his gun.

The name of Franklin became at once familiar to every
reading person in Europe, and his letters were universally
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admired for their fulness of matter, their clearness of style,
their modesty of tone. There was something in the con-
ception of drawing down, for mere experiment, the dread
electricity of heaven, that appealed not less powerfully to
the understanding of the learned than to the imagination of
the ignorant ; and the marvel was the greater that the bold
idea should have originated in a place so remote and so
little known as Philadelphia. The Royal Society soon
learned the worth of Franklin’s electrical writings, now that
all mankind knew it, and by a unanimous vote he was
elected a member of that distinguished body ; they bestowed
upon him, with every honourable circumstance, the Copley
medal. Yale College first, then Harvard, conferred upon
him the honorary degree of master of arts.

Franklin was too healthy-minded and too modest a man
not to take pleasure in his new fame. ¢ The Zafler,” he
wrote in 1753 to one of his Boston friends, “ tells us of a
girl who was observed to grow suddenly proud, and none
could guess the reason, till it came to be known that she
had got on a pair of new silk garters. Lest you should be
puzzled to guess the cause, when you observe anything of
the kind in me, I think I will not hide my new garters under
my petticoats, but take the freedom to show them to you,
in a paragraph of our friend Collinson’s last letter, viz.
But I ought to mortify, and not indulge, this vanity ; I will
not transcribe the paragraph, yet 1 cannot forbear.” He
then quotes the paragraph, which alludes to the honour
done him by the king of France, and the attention be-
stowed on his discoveries in the Royal Society.

He continued his electrical studies ; no longer pausing
during the summer heats, but using then, for his own pur-
poses, the exhaustless electricity of the clouds. He grew
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electricity generated in the cold and ghttering winter nights,
the electricity of the electric eel, were all observed and
compared. He became the acknowledged head of the
electricians of the world. He had electrical correspondents
in many countries. Masters of ships, who encountered re-
markable thunder-storms, would send narratives of what
they had seen to Mr Franklin of Philadelphia. By very
slow degrees lightning-rods made their way:* it was ten
years before their use became general in the colonies,
and twenty years before they were common in England.
Franklin’s house was a museum of electrical apparatus, and
ladies who visited him, it is said, were sometimes terribly
frightened at the sudden, and apparently causeless, ringing
of his electric bell. Mr D’Israeli picked up an anecdote of
Franklin and electricity, for his “ Curiosities of Literature,”
which is, doubtless, as true as many other narratives in that

* The following appeared in Poor Richard’'s Almanac for 1753 :—

“ How to secure Houses, &c., from Lightning :—It has pleased God
in his Goodness to Mankind, at length to discover to them the Means
of securing their Habitations and other Buildings from Mischief by
Thunder and Lightning. The Method is this: Provide a small Iron
Rod, (it may be made of the Rod-iron used by Nailers,) but of such a
length, that one End being three or four Feet in the moist Ground,
the other may be six or eight Feet above the highest part of the Build-
ing. To the upper End of the Rod fasten about a foot of Brass Wire,
the size of a common Knitting-needle, Sharpened to a fine Point; the
Rod may be secured in the House by a few small Staples. If the
House or Barn be long, there may be a Rod and Point at each End,
and a middling Wire along the Ridge from one to the other. A House
thus furnished will not be damaged by Lightning, it being attracted by
the Points, and passing through the Metal into the Ground without
hurting any Thing. Vessels also having a sharp pointed Rod fix'd on
the top of their Masts, with a Wire from the Foot of the Rod reach.
ing down, round one of the Shrouds, to the Water, will not be hurt by
Lightning.”
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detriment. Dr Bond, finding the people reluctant to sub-
scribe, the scheme being a novel one in the colonies, went
to Franklin to consult him on the subject. * There is no
such thing,” said the doctor to Franklin, “as carrying
through a public-spirited project unless you are concerned
in it; for I am often asked by those to whom I propose
subscribing, ‘ Have you consulted Franklin on this busi-
ness? And what does he think of it? And when I tell
them that I have not, (supposing it rather out of your line,)
they do not subscribe, but say, ¢ they will consider it.””
Franklin entered heartily into the enterprise, wrote in
favour of it in the Gazefte, subscribed liberally himself, and
obtained subscriptions from others. Nevertheless, it soon
appeared that money enough could not be obtained by
voluntary subscriptions, and Franklin sought help from the
Legislative Assembly. The country members, however,
objected, saying that since the hospital was designed for
the benefit of the city, the city should bear the whole ex-
pense. In these circumstances Franklin played off upon
the Assembly one of those harmless tricks by which he
occasionally carried important points. He asked from the
Assembly a grant of two thousand pounds, not to be paid
until it should be shown that the public had voluntarily
contributed two thousand pounds. “ This condition,” says
Franklin, “ carried the bill through ; for the members who
nad opposed the grant, and now conceived that they might
have the credit of being charitable without the expense,
agreed to its passage ; and then, in soliciting subscriptions
among the people, we urged the conditional promise of the
law, as an additional motive to give, since every man’s
donation would be doubled : thus the clause worked both

ways.”
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saying, “1 am that Zneas of whom you have doubtless
heard, who carried his father on his shoulders from burning
Troy ; an act, madam, let me tell you, which was not un-
observed even by the gods.” Who should know better
than Aneas, that the rescue of his poor old father was a
meritorious action, and who had a better right than he to
tell the story? Besides, urges Franklin, if people are for-
bidden to praise themselves, they learn to gratify their
self-love by censuring others, which is a kind of indirect
self-praise. Wounded self-love, not natural malevolence, is
the principal ingredient in man’s wrath against man ; as
every one knows who has ever hated, and lived to recover
from that folly and think calmly over it. And again: If
people make it a dead secret what they think of themselves,
how are they ever to be set right if their opinions are
erroneous. If a young gentleman addicted to showing off
on horseback, should openly and frequently say to his
friends, “I sit a horse superbly, do I not?” there would
at least be found one individual polite enough to answer
the question truly, and say, “ No ; you stoop, and turn out
your toes.” “Upon the whole,” concludes Franklin, “I
wish the out-of-fashion practice of praising ourselves would,
like other old fashions, come round into fashion again.”
Being now regarded as a master in the modern art of
raising subscriptions, he was applied to by that eccentric
preacher, Gilbert Tennent, for advice and assistance in
raising money for a new church. Franklin refused his aid,
but gave his advice. “In the first place,” said Franklin,
« T advise you to apply to all those who you know will give
something ; next, to those who you are uncertain whether
they will give anything or not, and show them the list of
those who have given ; and lastly, do not neglect those who
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It was ten years later, however, before Philadelphia (o1
“ Filthy-dirty,” as the farmers’ wives of that day were accus-
tomed to call it) was generally paved.

About 1752, we find Franklin a trustee of a society for
the benefit of poor Germans ; a society which had influen-
tial members in England, Holland, and Prussia, as well as
in the colonies.

Tradition reports that it is to his quick eye and mind
that we owe the introduction into America of the yellow
willow. A basket, in which same foreign commodity had
been imported, having been thrown into a creek, was ob-
served by Franklin to be putting forth sprouts, several of
which he caused to be planted on the ground now occupied
by the Philadelphia Custom-House. They took root and
proved to be the yellow willow, now so common and so
useful.

There is an agricultural anecdote related by Mr John
Adams in his diary, that when he was a young man of
twenty-four, deep in the study of law, little thinking he
should one day be the colleague of Franklin in affairs of
the first importance, and writing of him only to disparage
him, the impetuous student spent the evening of May
26th, 1760, at Mr Edmund Quincy’s, near Boston, “with
Mr Wibird and my cousin Zeb ;” and, on returning. home,
recorded “a remarkable instance of Mr Benjamin Franklin’s
activity and resolution,” which he had heard related by Mr
Quincy. Mr Franklin, during one of his visits to Massa-
chusetts, had attended Mr Wibird’s church, and after church
had gone home with Mr Quincy to tea, according to the
social custom of the times. At the table, Mr Franklin
mentioned that the Rhenish grape-vines had been lately
planted at Philadelphia, and succeeded very well. Where-
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The good old lady slept the sleep that knows no waking,
in May 1752.

Her remains were laid beside those of her husband, in
the Granary Burial Ground in Boston ; and over the grave,
their son Benjamin, soon after, placed a stone, bearing the
well-known inscription :—

JosiAH FRANKLIN and ABIAH his wife
lie here interred.

They lived lovingly together in wedlock fifty-five years ;
and without an estate or any gainful employment,
by constant labour, and honest industry,
(with God’s blessing, )
maintained a large family comfortably ;
and brought up thirteen children and seven grand-
children reputably.

From this instance, reader,
be encouraged to diligence in thy calling,
and distrust not Providence,

He was a pious and prudent man,
she a discreet and virtuous woman.

Their youngest son,
in filial regard to their memory,
places this stone.

J. F. born 1655—died 1744,—/E. 89.

A. F.born 1667—died 1752,— . 85.

After the death of his mother, Franklin’s letters to his
sister Jane were of the most affectionate and pleasing nature.
Once, after the birth of a child, he wrote to her: “ My
compliments to my new niece, Miss Abiah, and pray her
to accept the enclosed piece of gold, to cut her teeth ; it
may afterwards buy nuts for them to crack.” Again, when
she had lost a child: “ The longer we live we are exposed
to more of these strokes of Providence ; but, though we
consider them as such, and know it is our duty to submit
to the Divine will, yet, when it comes to our turn to bear
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at this, since we are soon to follow, and know where to find
him.”

Before accompanying Franklin into public life, we must
not omit to observe that, whatever his avocations were, the
interests of science were never long forgotten by him. Nor
did he confine his studies to electricity. It was at his sug-
gestion that the merchants of Philadelphia, in 1753, and
again in 1754, despatched the ship 47gv to the Polar Seas,
for the purpose of discovering a north-west passage. It
was he who welcomed to the New World Professor Kalm,
the Swedish botanist, and introduced him to every man in
the colonies who could forward his views. It was he who
discovered the poisonous properties cf air exhaled from the
lungs, and he who first wrote effectively upon ventilation.
He was ever a devourer of books. Seveial notes of his to
Mr Logan have been preserved, which show that he was
continually borrowing books from the library of that gentle-
man, and returning them with brief comments. To Mr
Logan, too, who was old and infirm, he conveyed part of
his electrical apparatus, both for the purpose of trying upon
his * disordered side” the effect of electricity, and to ex-
hibit to him the new experiments.

He never changed his religious opinions; but the con-
viction grew upon him, that religion was an essential part
of human affairs, and that religion could be purified from
superstition, not so much by direct attacks upon supersti-
tion, as by the promulgation of truth, which, being believed,
would inevitably expel from the mind superstitious opinions
and terrors. No man felt the moral superiority of the
Christian religion more truly than Franklin, but he was
devoid of that quality of mind sometimes called reverence,
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We know little of what passed in the Assembly of Penn
sylvania during his term of office; and if its debates had
been reported, Franklin’s share in them would have been
small. He was no orator. He spoke rarely, briefly, and
with hesitation. Franklin's speeches, like his essays, de-
rived their effect from his inimitable talent for homely illus-
tration, and from the weight of his character. “I was a
bad speaker,” he remarks; ‘“never eloquent, subject to
much hesitation in the choice of words, hardly correct in
language, and yet I generally carried my point.” Else-
where* he attributes his powers of persuasion to the con-
stant pains he took not to wound the selflove of those
whom he addressed.

During Franklin’s service in the Legislature, the Speaker
and himself were appointed to represent the House at a
conference about to be held with the Indians of Ohio, with
a view to the conclusion of a new treaty. The French had
then begun those encroachments and negotiations which
preceded the old French War; and the object of the
Pennsylvania Commissioners was to cement the alliance
between the English colonists and the Western Indians.
The conference was held at Carlisle, and a treaty was
negotiated.

“We strictly,” says Franklin, “forbade the selling any
liquor to them ; and, when they complained of this restric-
tion, we told them, that, if they would continue sober
during the treaty, we would give them plenty of rum when
the business was over. . . . . They claimed and received
the um. . . .. In the evening, hearing a great noise among
them, the commissioners walked to see what was the matter. .

* Vide page 29,
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prove a branch of the public service, the importance and
defects of which he knew better than any other man,
Franklin addressed himself.

He named his son controller of the post-office, and the
details of the department were managed by him for several
years. Franklin gave the postmastership of Philadelphia,
first to his son, then to a relative of his wife, and, after-
wards, to one of his own brothers. In the summer of
1753, he set out upon a tour of inspection, and visited
every post-office in the country except that of Charleston,
infusing new vigour into the service, and putting the whole
upon an improved footing. For four years he toiled and
schemed without reward ; nay, at the end of four years, the
department owed its chiefs nine hundred pounds. But by
that time the new system began to tell, and the American
post-office soon yielded the salary of the postmasters, and a
small revenue besides ; ‘““three times as much clear revenue
to the crown as the post-office of Ireland,” says Franklin.
But that could not have been much, for, as late as 1801,
the Irish post-office yielded only twenty thousand pounds a
year profit,

Some of the improvements introduced into the colonial
post-office by Franklin have remained part of the postal
system of the country to this day. It was he who made the
carrying of newspapers, which before were carried free, a
source of revenue ; he compelled his riders to take all the
newspapers offered, instead of carrying only those issued by
a postmaster ; and an unjust and injurious monopoly, from
which he himself had suffered, was thus abolished. It was
he who first advertised in the newspapers the list of letters
remaining in the post-office, and he who first established in
the colonial towns the penny-post, which originated in
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which he refused to be paid. My wife, understanding that
he had a daughter, sent her a present of a new-fashioned
*ap. Three years after, this skipper being at my house
with an old farmer of Cape May, his passenger, he men-
tioned the cap, and how much his daughter had been
pleased with it. ¢ But,’ said he, ‘it proved a dear cap ta
our congregation.” ‘How so? ‘When my daughter ap-
peared with it at meeting, it was so much admired, that
all the girls resolved to get such caps from Philadelphia ;
and my wife and I computed, that the whole could not
have cost less than a hundred pounds.” ¢True,’ said the
farmer ; ‘ but you do not tell all the story. I think the cap
was, nevertheless, an advantage to us; for it was the first
thing that put our girls upon knitting worsted mittens for
sale at Philadelphia, that they might have wherewithal to
buy caps and ribbons there; and you know that that in
dustry has continued, and 1s likely to continue and increase
to a much greater value, and answer better purposes.'
Upon the whole, I was more reconciled to this little piece
of luxury, since not only the girls were made happier by
having fine caps, but the Philadelphians by the supply of
warm mittens.”

It was well for the colonies that Franklin put the post-
office in order just when he did; for, before another year
rolled round, its best facilities were put into constant re-
quisition for organising defence against the combined forces
of a savage and a civilised foe. The colonies were on the
eve of that Seven Years’ War, in the course of which it was
decided, among other things, which should possess the con-
tinent of North America, the Briton or the Gaul. Franklin
bore his part in that momentous contest, serving his country
both in the council and in the field.
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the purpose of meeting the chiefs of the Six Nations, znd
concerting measures with them for the defence of the country.
The four commissioners sent to this conference by the
Governor of Pennsylvania were John Penn, Benjamin
Franklin, Richard Peters, and Isaac Norris. One of the
members from Massachusetts was that Thomas Hutchinson,
afterwards Governor of Massachusetts, with whom Franklin
was destined in later years to have much to do. James De
Lancey, Lieutenant-Governor of New York, whose name
survives in that of one of the streets of the city in which he
Iived, was chosen to preside over this assembly. The town
was filled with a concourse of Indians, the hereditary allies
of the English, and the hereditary enemies of the French.
All the commissioners brought presents for the tribes, and
many days were passed in distributing these, and in holding
those solemn and tedious talks in which Indians delight.
No sooner had it become clear to Franklin that the
French meant war, than his mind darted to the best means
of resisting the attack. The French power in North
America was wielded by a single hand, and all their mea-
sures were parts of one scheme. The power of England,
on the contrary, was dissipated among many governments,
always independent of one another, often a little jealous,
and never too cordial or neighbourly. We must unite or be
overcome, said Franklin. In May 1754, just before leaving
home to attend the Congress at Albany, he published an
article to this effect in the Gaszetle, and appended to it one
of those allegorical woodcuts of which he was so fond. It
was the picture of a snake cut into as many pieces as there
were colonies, each piece having upon it the first letter of
the name of a colony, and under the whole, in capital letters,
appeared the words, Join or Die. On his way from Phila-
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young men, would be unmolested, and, at the same time,
form a living, impassable barrier to the inroads of the
Indians and the encroachments of the French. ¢ The new
colonies,” said he, ‘“would soon be full of people, and from
the advantage of their situation become much more terrible
to the French settlements than those are now to us.” One
sentence in Franklin’s paper on this subject contains a
favourite conceit of his. The French, said he, as soon as
war breaks out, set on the Indians to kill and scalp our
Western settlers, which has the effect of discouraging mar-
riages; “ thus killing thousands of our children before they
are born.”

This scheme found small favour in England; and, indeed,
the war itself soon absorbed all minds on both sides of the
Atlantic. Franklin drops a remark in his autobiography
which is extremely simple, but also very wise: “Those who
govern, having much business on their hands, do not gener-
ally like to take the trouble of considering and carrying into
execution new projects. The best public measures are
therefore seldom adopted from previous wisdom, but forced
by the occasion.”

'Late in the autumn of 1754 Franklin left his home, once
more setting his face northward, toward his native city. At
Boston, where he was then held in high and general esteem,
he spent many happy days of the winter, conversing with
old friends and making new ones.

In the spring of 1755, Franklin was drawn into the very
vortex of colonial affairs.

The office of Governor of Pennsylvania was at all times
an unenviable one. From his position he was constantly
embroiled either with the legislature, the people, or with
the authorities in England ; and few men had ever held the
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his messages, were often tart, and sometimes indecently
abusive.”

Franklin, with his usual charity, finds an excuse for this
disputatious governor: “He had some reason for loving
to dispute, being eloquent, an acute sophisier, and, there
fore, generally successful in argumentative conversation.
He had been brought up to it from a boy ; his father, as ]
have heard, accustoming his children to dispute with one
another for his diversion, while sitting at table after dinner ;
but I think the practice was not wise ; for, in the course of
my observation, those disputing, contradicting, and ‘con-
futing people are generally unfortunate in their affairs.”

Amid all this contention Franklin and the governor were
on excellent terms with one another. In one important
instance Franklin was compelled to oppose the governor,
or rather, to get at the public money without his concur-
rence. Massachusetts planned an expedition against Crown
Point. Edmund Quincy came to Philadelphia to solicit
from the Assembly of Pennsylvania a grant of money in
aid of the enterprise, and called upon Franklin for advice
how to proceed. Franklin, entering heartily into the busi-
ness, dictated Mr Quincy’s petition, and advocated it in
the Assembly, who speedily voted a grant of ten thousand
pounds. The same bill contained other clauses, granting
various sums for the service of the king; for General
Braddock had now arrived in Virginia with his fated army,
and all the colonies resounded with warlike preparation.
The Governor of Pennsylvania, however, being bound by
his inexorable instructions, was obliged to refuse his assent
to the bill, unless the hateful clause were inserted, exempt-
ing the proprietary estate.

In this extremity, Franklin resorted to management.
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was accompanied by the Governor of New York, the
Governor of Massachusetts, and by his son William ; the
governors having been summoned to confer with the
general. The four gentlemen and their servants rode south-
ward.

Arrived in camp, Franklin and his companions found
themselves in a novel and stirring scene. His first duty
was to remove from General Braddock’s mind the ill
opinion he had imbibed of Pennsylvania. Dining with
the general every day, he had abundant opportunity to
converse with him, and soon made it clear that the king
had no subjects more loyal, and the French no enemies
more decided, than the people of Pennsylvania. After a
stay of a week or more, as Franklin was about to leave,
the officers returned to camp who had been scouring Vir-
ginia and Maryland in search of the waggons for the army.
The waggons could not be had, because the waggons in
that region did not exist. In vain did General Braddock
bluster, threaten, and entice. He denounced the ministry
for sending an army into a country where the means of
transportation could not be procured. He declared the
expedition impossible, since the army could not move in-
land without two hundred waggons and a great train of
pack horses.

Franklin, who was present when the irate general was
thus relieving his mind, chanced to say he thought it was a
pity the army had not landed in Pennsylvania, where every
farmer had a waggon. The general turned eagerly to him
and said: “ Then you, sir, who are a man of interest there,
can probably procure them for us; and I beg you will
undertake it.” Franklin asked what terms were to be
pffered to the owners of the waggons. He was told to put
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pains. If this method of obtaining the waggons and horses
is not likely to succeed, I am obliged to send word to the
general in fourteen days; and I suppose Sir John St Clair,
the hussar, with a body of soldiers, will immediately enter
the province for the purpose; which I shall be sorry to
hear, because I am very sincerely and truly your friend and
well-wisher.”

But all this would not quite do. The farmers were not
satisfied with the security offered. They did not know
General Braddock, nor what authority he had to pledge
the king’s monies. To remove all hesitation, Franklin
gave his own bonds for the faithful performance of the con-
tracts, and besides paying out the seven hundred pounds
he had received from Braddock, he advanced two hundred
pounds more from his own pocket. He returned to camp,
having spent two hundred pounds in money, and given
bonds for the safe return of twenty thousand pounds’ worth
of horses and waggons.

His success was triumphant. In twenty days from the
date of his accepting the commission he had in camp one
hundred and fifty four-horse waggons, two hundred and
fifty-nine pack horses, and a considerable quantity of hay
and oats for their subsistence. The general thanked him
over and over again, repaid the sum he had advanced, en-
treated him to aid in forwarding supplies after he should
have marched, and mentioned him with warm commen-
dation in his despatches home. Franklin undertook the
superintendence of the supplies, and was employed in that
business for several weeks.

At length the army marched. Franklin continued to
send provisions forward until news came of its defeat. He -
advanced a large sum of his own money, nearly thirteen
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were allowed to pass away without any decisive step being
taken. The Quakers would not sanction warlike measures;
the Assembly would not exempt them from doing duty in
times of necessity along with the other inhabitants. In the
autumn of 1755 horrible tales of households surprised, of
men killed, of women and children carried away captive
into the wilderness, were brought to the city by every one
that came in from the back country. On one occasion, to
rebuke the contending authorities and the non-resisting
Quakers, the bodies of a murdered family were brought to
Philadelphia, drawn round the city in an open waggon, and
then laid out in the street before the State House, a ghastly
argument for union and promptitude. Nay, it was said
that Berks County was raising an army of two thousand
men for the purpose of marching to Philadelphia and com-
pelling the governor and the Assembly to unite for the
defence of the province.

But the long repressed energies of the province at length
awoke. The governor, the Assembly, the war commission-
ers, and all the people who were not Quakers, worked to-
gether in harmony, and with all their might. “The com-
missioners,” wrote Franklin to a friend, “meet every day,
Sundays not excepted.” Arms were sent to the frontier.
Stockades were built. Provisions were accumulated. Men
were drilled.

The grand obstacle to raising volunteers had always been
the refusal of the Quakers to bear arms. The ruder pro-
vincials could not endure the thought of fighting for men
who would not fight for themselves; for men, too, who must
necessarily enjoy the fruits of victory. Franklin, however,
was man enough to respect even a freak, if it were a freak
of conscience, and man-of-the-world enough to know that
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Franklin accepted the trust. Five hundied and forty volun:
teers obeyed his call to arms. His son William he named
his aide-de-camp, and found him most competent for the
post. About the middle of December General Franklin,
(for General he was called,) at the head of part of his little
army, marched northward.

The inexperienced general, his troops not less inex-
perienced, marching in the most difficult month of the year
through a thinly settled country, had his patience severely
tried. The troops were delayed sometimes by lack of in-
dispensable supplies, often by the weather, and often by the
roughness of the roads, so that nearly a month elapsed
before they arrived at the scene of their intended opera-
tions; the most distant point of which was not ninety miles
from the city. At Bethlehem, the chief seat of the Mora-
vians, Franklin found that the Brethren, though claiming to
be non-resistants, had been induced to fortify their village.

This town being the centre of his operations, he sent out
from that village several detachments for the purpose of
erecting stockades, and he remained there for several days
superintending these movements, and preparing to push
forward with the main body to the village of Guadenhutten.
His orders to the captains commanding detachments, which
were exact and circumstantial, contained this clause : “ You
are to acquaint the men, that if in their ranging they meet
with, or are at any time attacked by the enemy, and kill
any of them, forty dollars will be allowed and paid by the
Government for each scalp of an Indian enemy so killed,
the same being produced with proper attestations.”

It was no child’s play this expedition. Franklin himself
relates an incident which shows that the enemy, though
invisible, were near, watchful, and determined. “ Just
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was necessary for them ; but a common fire on the surface
of the ground would, by its light, have discovered their posi-
tion at a distance; they had, therefore, dug holes in the
ground, about three feet in diameter, and somewhat deeper ;
we found where they had, with their hatchets, cut off the
charcoal from the sides of burnt logs lying in the woods.
With these coals they had made small fires in the bottom of
the holes, and we observed among the weeds and grass the
prints of their bodies, made by their lying all round, with
their legs hanging down in the holes, to keep their feet
warm, which, with them, is an essential point. This kind
of fire, so managed, could not discover them, either by its
light, flame, sparks, or even smoke.”

While Franklin was still busy in completing his three
forts, and supplying them with provisions, letters came from
Governor Morris, informing him that he was about to
summon the Assembly, and asking him to return as soon
as the state of the frontier would permit. His own friends
in the Assembly, also, pressed him to return. At this time,
a New England soldier of experience, one Colonel Clap-
ham, came to visit the site of Guadenhutten, and to him
General Franklin offered the command of Fort Allen.
Colonel Clapham accepting, Franklin gave him a commis-
sion, which he read to the garrison, and having addressed
the troops, extolling Colonel Clapham, and exhorting them
to vigilance, he set out for Philadelphia. A party escorted
him to Bethlehem, where he rested from his unaccustomed
labours for several days, and improved the time by studying
the Moravian system, “ The first night at Bethlehem,” he
records, “lying in a good bed, I could hardly sleep, it was
so different from my hard lodging on the floor of a hut, at
Guadenhutten, with only a blanket or two.”
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was thought of then in the colonies but the war. Troops
were crossing the ocean, and colonial regiments were every-
where forming to co-operate with them. Lord Loudoun,
recently named commander-in-chief for America, was daily
expected to arrive at New York. Colonel Washington, com-
manding the forces of Virginia, was again in the field. He
wrote occasionally to Franklin on business of the post-office.
From one of Franklin’s replies we learn that the Indians
were once more ravaging the frontiers of Pennsylvania.

Returning home about the first of July, Franklin found
every one anxious for the safety of the province ; but, the
new governor not having arrived, nothing could be done.
Six weeks after, he wrote: “Our frontiers are greatly dis-
(£l g M The Assembly are met, and in a very good
disposition towards the service; but the new governor
being hourly expected, nothing can be done till his arrival.”
The governor had landed, however, and reached Phila-
delphia a few hours after these words were written. On
the 1g9th of August 1756, Mr Robert Morris ceased to
be governor of Pennsylvania, and Captain William Denny
ruled in his stead.

‘Most joyful was his welcome to the city. * The whole
province,” wrote William Franklin, “seemed to feel itself
relieved by the alteration of one name for another. Hope
persuaded them to believe that the good qualities of the man
would qualify the governor. He was received like a de-
liverer. The officious proprietary, mayor and corporation,
made a feast for his entertainment ; and, having invited the
Assembly to partake of it, they also were pleased to be-
come forgetful enough to be of the party.”

At this banquet, after the removal of the cloth, Governor
Denny rose and presented to Franklin, with a compli
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Brief indeed was this lull in the storm. The very first
communication of Governor Denny to the House betrayed
to the experienced members that he was but “a governor
in shackles,” as Governor Morris had been before him.
He was induced, ere long, to exhibit some articles of his
instructions ; and it then appeared, that on the three vital
subjects of the excise, the emission of paper money, and
the taxation of the proprietary estates, he had been ex-
plicitly instructed.

The Assembly and the governor could agree upon no-
thing. If the Assembly adjourned, they met only to re-
new the struggle. Franklin, the spokesman of the popular
party, was one of the few men in the House who remained
in good humour, and on good terms with the hapless go-
vernor.

The autumn of 1756 was a busy one for Franklin. That
the affairs of the public did not quite absorb his mind, we
perceive from oné of his letters from London of this time,
acknowledging the receipt of twenty guineas, which he had
sent as a gift to the London Society for the Encourage-
ment of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce. The Society
elected him a corresponding member, and “earnestly de-
sired his correspondence, information, and advice.” In
November, we find him again on the frontier, accompany-
ing Governor Denny to a conference with the Indians, and
listening, day after day, to tedious and fruitless  Talks,” as
such conferences were called by the Indians,

At the regular December session of the Assembly, 1756,
the dispute with the governor reached a crisis, the patience
of the Assembly, long tried, being at last exhausted. The
treasury was empty. The frontiers were ill-protected. The
enemy was mote audacious than ever. Never had there
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protesting against the veto, but concluding with this: “ The
House, therefore, reserving their rights in their full extent
on all future occasions, and protesting against the pro-
prietary instructions and prohibitions, do, nevertheless, in
duty to the king, and compassion for the suffering in-
habitants of their distressed country, and in humble but
full confidence of the justice of his Majesty and a British
Parliament, waive their rights on this present occasion only ;
and do further resolve, that a new bill be brought in for
granting a sum of money to the king’s use, and that the
same be made conformable to the said instructions.”

As soon as this urgent business had been disposed of,
the House resolved to follow the example of the governor,
and appeal to the king. “It was highly necessary,” ran
the resolution, “that a remonstrance should be drawn up
and sent home, setting forth the true state of Pennsylvania,
and representing the pernicious consequences to the British
interest, and to the inhabitants of that province, if, con-
trary to their charters and laws, they were to be governed
by proprietary instructions.” But this was not all. The
Assembly further resolved, that the two most honoured
members of their House, the speaker, Isaac Norris, a
gentleman who had grown gray in the service of the pro-
vince, and Benjamin Franklin, should be requested to go
to England, commissioned by the Assembly to urge and
procure the redress of their grievances.

The speaker, on account of age and ill health, declined
the duty, and the House then resolved, that “ Benjamin
Franklin be, and he is hereby appointed agent of this pro-
vince, to solicit and transact the affairs thereof in Great
Britain ;” and, a few days after, “that William Franklin
have leave to resign his office of clerk of this House, that
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Ralph soon presented himself, heard tidings of his aban

doned relatives in Philadelphia, and related to his old
friend the long story of his own adventures. Dr Fothergill
called to welcome to England the man whom he had made
known to Europe. Governor Shirley, of Massachusetts, re-
newed his friendship with Franklin. Mr Strahan, the great
bookseller, Johnson’s friend, for many years Franklin’s cor-
respondent, called at Mr Collinson’s, and seems to have
fallen in love with Franklin at first sight. Congratulatory
letters from electricians of France, Germany, Holland, and
Italy, reached him in due time. He made haste to visit
Dr Canton, the first Englishman who had succeeded in
drawing electricity from the clouds, and who had been,
from the beginning, a stanch defender of the Franklinian
theory. We are told, too, that he went to the old printing-
house in Wild Court, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, where he had
last worked in London, and going to a particular press,
said to the two men at work upon it: “ Come, my friends,
we will drink together ; it is now forty years since I worked
like you at this press as a journeyman printer.” So saying,
he sent for a gallon of beer, and gave the toast, “Success
to printing ;” a performance not very consistent with his’
denunciations of beer in the same office thirty-three years
before.

He was soon established in lodgings at Craven Street,
Strand, a fashionable little street in those days. His land-
lady was Mrs Margaret Stevenson, one of the most amiable
of women, with whom and her daughter he soon contracted
a friendship which was warmly cherished on both sides as
long as he lived. He lived in a style of considerable
liberality in London. He had brought with them a servant
from Philadelphia, and a negro for his son. Finding the
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to do anything of the kind. Mr Thomas Penn regretted
that the powers of the agent were so limited. The long
vacation, he added, was just begun ; the lawyers were all
out of town, without whose advice they could not think of
acting in so important an affair When the lawyers re-
turned they would lay the matter before them for their
opinion.

From all of which the agent inferred that the proprie
taries meant to oppose him by every means in their power,
and that if he succeeded in his mission, it could only be
after a hard-fought battle. He sought the proprietaries no
more, but directed all his energies to winning over those
with whom the final decision must rest, the Lords of Trade,
and the members of the king’s council.

He engaged the services of leading counsel, who ren-
dered valuable aid at a later period of the controversy.
He heard, meanwhile, nothing from the proprietaries or
‘heir lawyers. Twelve months elapsed before any reply
was vouchsafed to his “ Heads of Complaint,” They then
replied, at considerable length, and with much show of
care and elaboration, not to Franklin, but to the Assembly,
transmitting the document directly to Governor Denny.
This paper denied everything, conceded nothing, and con-
cluded with sundry reflections upon Franklin; intimating
that everything could, probably, be arranged between the
Assembly and the proprietaries, if the Assembly would only
select, as their representatives, “ cool and temperate per-
sons,” “ persons of candour;” fully empowered to draw up
Supply Bills, and engage the Assembly to pass them.

The agent, meanwhile, was “flying at higher game. The
king in council was to be the final judge between the
Assembly and the proprietaries.
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ing Englishman of fifty-three years, portly, though far from
corpulent. He was fonder of his ease than formerly, not
disinclined to sit after dinner, and perfectly capable of
finishing his second bottle of claret, though better pleased
with his usual very moderate allowance. In general society
not talkative, often taciturn; among his intimates, very gay,
witty, happy, and simple, always ready with sense, fact, or
repartee, as the moment demanded. “I find,” he wrote
about this time, “ that I love company, chat, a laugh, a
glass, and even a song, as well as ever; and at the same
time relish better than I used to do the grave observations
and wise sentences of old men’s conversation.”

The leading traits of his character never changed ; least
of all, his desire to effect improvements. He wished very
much to improve the smoky street lamps of dismal London,
and he actually did draw up a plan for having the streeti
of the city swept before business hours in the morning
“An accidental occurrence,” he relates, “had instructed
me how much sweeping might be done in a little time. I
found at my door in Craven Street, one morning, a poor
woman sweeping my pavement with a birch broom ; she
appeared very pale and feeble, as just come out of a fit of
sickness. I asked who employed her to sweep there ; she
said, ¢ Nobody, but I am poor and in distress, and I sweeps
before gentlefolks doors, and hopes they will give me some-
thing.’” I bid her sweep the whole street clean, and I would
give her a shilling ; this was at nine o’clock ; at noon she
came for the shilling. From the slowness I saw at first In
her working, I could scarce believe that the work was done
so soon, and sent my servant to examine it, who reported
that the whole street was swept perfectly clean, and all the
dust placed in the gutter, which was in the middle ; and the



England Agan. - 215

next rain washed it quite away, so that the pavement, and
even the kennel, were perfectly clean.”

His plan was submitted to Dr Fothergill, but had no im-
mediate results. People at that day submitted to the ten
thousand nuisances of a city as to the inevitable decrees of
fate. Sir John Fielding demonstrated to Mr Grenville,
when he was prime minister, that a mounted night police,
twenty-four in number, would clear London and its environs
of highwaymen ; but, thirty years after, ladies continued to
be robbed on their return from the opera; to say nothing
of Holborn Hill and Hounslow Heath. Franklin felt it
necessary to apologise, as it were, to posterity, for troubling
himself about such a trifle as the health and comfort of half
a million human beings. ‘Some,” he writes, “ may think
these trifling matters not worth minding or relating; but
when they consider, that though dust blown into the eyes
of a single person, or into a single shop, on a windy day, is
of but small importance, yet that the great number of in-
stances In a populous city, and its frequent repetition, gives
it weight and consequence, perhaps they will not censure
very severely those who bestow some attention to affairs of
this seemingly low nature. Human felicity is produced
not so much by great pieces of good fortune that seldom
happen, as by little advantages that occur every day.
Thus, if you teach a poor young man to shave himself,
and keep his razor in order, you may contribute more
to the happiness of his life than in giving him a thousand
guineas.”

Every summer during his stay in England, Franklin, ac-
companied by his son, spent a few weeks in travelling. A
most agreeable tour was that of 1758, when he visited the
University of Cambridge, and received the most flattering
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attention from the chancellor, the vice-chancellor, and the
heads of the colleges.

From Cambridge he went to the counties where his
ancestors had lived, and sought out living rélations of his
own and of his wife. He found at Wellingborough a female
cousin, so aged that she could distinctly remember his
father’s leaving England for America seventy-three years
before. She received her American relative with hearty
welcome, old as she was. He discovered another cousin, a
happy and venerable old maid, “a good, clever woman,”
he wrote, “but poor, though vastly contented with her
situation, and very cheerful.” She gave him some of his
uncle Benjamin’s old letters to read, with their pious rhym-
ings and acrostics, in which occurred allusions to himself
and his sister Jane when they were children. Continuing
their journey, father and son reached Ecton, where so many
successive Franklins had plied the blacksmith’s hammer.
They found that the farm of thirty acres had been sold to
strangers. The old stone cottage of their ancestors was
used for a school, but was still called the Franklin House.
Many relations and connexions they hunted up, most of
them old and poor, but endowed with the inestimable gift
of making the best of their lot. They copied tombstones ;
they examined the parish register ; they heard the chime of
bells play which Uncle Thomas had, caused to be purchased
for the quaint old Ecton church seventy years before ; and
gxamined other evidences of his worth and public spirit.
Having paid due honour to the memorials of their race, not
neglecting to visit many lowly connexions of Mrs Franklin,
they returned to London.

Pleasures of another kind filled their next vacation, when
they spent six weeks in Scotland. In the spring of 1759
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try to keep even with her. She sent him over a curious
piece of intelligence in 1758, that a rumour was spread all
over the colonies of his having been made a baronet, and
Governor of Pennsylvania.

Though this rumour proved false, Mrs Franklin had proof
enough that her husband was well-esteemed in England.
Mr Strahan the publisher wrote to her, entreating her to
join her husband, that both might end their days in London,
and he enjoy still the charms of her husband’s conversation.
He said he had formed a high opinion of Mr Franklin from
his letters and his reputation, but the man himself far sur-
passed his expectation. “ For my own part,” he added, “I
never saw a man who was in every respect so perfectly agree-
able to me. Some are amiable in one view, some in another,
he in all.” Mr Strahan had other hopes, which he deli-
cately hinted. “Your son,” he continued, “I really think
pne of the prettiest young gentlemen I ever knew from
America. He seems to me to have a solidity of judgment
not very often to be met with in one of his years. This,
with the daily opportunities he has of improving himself in
the company of his father, who is at the same time his
friend, his brother, his intimate and easy companion, affords
an agreeable prospect that your husband’s virtues and use-
fulness to his country may be prolonged beyond the date of
his own life. Your daughter (I wish I could call her mine)
I find by the reports of all who kiiow her, is a very amiable
girl in all respects ; but of her I shall say nothing till I have
the pleasure of seeing her. Only I must observe to you, that
being the mistress of such a family is a degree of happiness,
perhaps, the greatest that falls to the lot of humanity.” In a
later epistle, Mr Strahan made a formal request of the hand
of Miss Franklin for his son.
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heartily approved by his own party, which was a majority
of the people of the province. But there are reasons for
concluding that the proprietary party gained both in num-
bers and in confidence during his absence from home. He
was assailed, it seems, in many a paragraph and pamphlet ;
so that Mrs Franklin, being accustomed to hearing her hus-
band praised, was amazed and pained, and wrote to him in
some alarm. He reassured her in his simple, homely way :
“I am concerned that so much trouble should be given you
by idle reports concerning me. Be satisfied, my dear, that
while I have my senses, and God vouchsafes me His pro-
tection, I shall do nothing unworthy the character of an
honest man, and one that loves his family.” And, in
another letter: ‘““Let no one make you uneasy with theit
idle or malicious scribblings, but enjoy yourself and friends,
and the comforts of life that God has bestowed on you,
with a cheerful heart. I am glad their pamphlets give you
so little concern. I make no other answer to them at
present than what appears in the seal of this letter ;”—a
dove on a coiled serpent, with the motto, /nnocence surmonte
tout.

These words were doubtless consoling to the lady, who
was much cast down at her husband’s long absence. The
chief object of his mission having been attained, she ex-
pected him home before the year ended. Other Pennsyl-
vanian business, however, detained him in London till the
winter set in; and in winter no one at that period put to
sea who could conveniently remain on shore. The year
following, public and private business still kept him busy
in England.
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to the land of his forefathers. They had a pleasant run to
the island of Madeira, where they remained several days,
and obtained a great supply of fruits and fresh provisions.
Leaving the island, they were wafted toward the American
coast by the trade-winds in the most agreeable manner.
“The weather was so favourable,” he wrote, “that there
were few days in which we could not visit from ship to ship,
dining with each other, and on board of the man-of-war;
which made the time pass agreeably, much more so than
when one goes in a single ship ; for this was like travelling
in a moving village, with all one’s neighbours about one.”
Various philosophical experiments, and the observation of
the thousand mysterious phenomenon of the sea, wiled away
the time.

During the voyage, he had the pleasure of reading his
friend Lord Kames’s work, “The Elements of Criticism.”
The reading of this work called forth the letter to the
author, in which occurs Franklin’s most ingenious discourse
upon the ancient Scotch melodies, and the reason why they
are so pleasing. Lord Kames remarks that “melody and
harmony are separately agreeable, and 1n wnion delightful”
Franklin observed that that was the reason why the Scotch
tunes had lived so long, and would live for ever, if they
were not stifled in modern ornaments. He explained his
meaning thus: ““ An agreeable succession of sounds 1s called
melody, and only the co-existence of agreeable sounds, /ar-
mony. But, since the memory 1s capable of retaining for
some moments a perfect idea of the pitch of a past sound,
30 as to compare with it the pitch of a succeeding sound,
and judge truly of their agreement or disagreement, there
may and does arise from thence a sense of harmony between
the present and past sounds, equally pleasing with that between
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motion, rising and falling in irregular waves, which continued
during the whole evening. The lamp was kept burning as
a watch-light all night, till the oil was spent, and the water
only remained. In the morning I observed, that though
the motion of the ship continued the same, the water was
now quiet, and its surface as tranquil as that of the oil had
been the evening before. At night again, when oil was put
upon it, the water resumed its irregular motions, rising in
high waves almost to the surface of the oil, but without dis-
turbing the smooth level of that surface. And this was
repeated every day during the voyage.”

In the ninth week after leaving Portsmouth, he trod once
more his native land. His return home was joyous and
triumphant. To Lord Kames he writes :—“ On the 1st of
November, I arrived safe and well at my own home, after
an absence of near six years, found my wife and daughter
well ; the latter grown quite a woman, with many amiable
accomplishments acquired in my absence ; and my friends
as hearty and affectionate as ever, with whom my house
was filled for many days, to congratulate me on my return.
I had been chosen yearly durjng my absence to represent
the city of Philadelphia in our provincial Assembly; and,
on my appearance in the House, they voted me three
thousand pounds sterling for my services in England, and
their thanks, delivered by the Speaker. In February follow-
ing, my son arrived with my new daughter; for, with my
consent and approbation, he married soon after I left Eng-
land a very agreeable West India lady, with whom he is
very happy. I accompanied him to his government, where
he met with the kindest reception from the people of all
ranks, and has lived with them ever since in the greatest
harmony. A river only parts that province and ours, and
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his residence is within seventeen miles of me, so that we
frequently see each other.”

He soon fell into the old routine. In the early summer
of the following year he completed the reunion with his
friends and country, by making a post-office tour of sixteen
hundred miles. He was accompanied by his daughter.

Dr Franklin having served the public for fifteen years,
and reached the ease-loving age of fifty-seven, was now well
inclined to enter upon the life of studious leisure which he
had promised himself on retiring from business in 1748.
He meant to build a house more spacious and convenient
than any he had yet inhabited, in which he would entertain
his friends, make philosophical experiments, compose his
“ Art of Virtue,” and spend the evening of his life in tran-
quillity. It was a dream never to be realised. Again he
was caught in the rush of unexpected events, and borne far
enough from the way of life he had proposed.

The peace of Paris, which terminated the Seven Years
War, was signed on the roth of February 1763 ; and once
more there was peace in Europe, and safety on the ocean.
But not in America. In making the peace of Paris, one of
the belligerent powers had not been consulted, namely, the
North American Indians. Blood and plunder were as allur-
ing to them after the peace as before; and all along the
back settlements of the colonies, from Niagara to Florida,
villages were still burned, families murdered, farms laid
waste, and women and children carried into captivity.

Pennsylvania suffered most. This year, from early spring
to early winter, the western parts of this province were
ravaged by hostile Indians. All the churches in Phila-
delphia made collections for the relief of the families driven
from their homes. Christ Church, as we learn from the
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minutes of the vestry, raised .£662 for this purpose in 1763,
and sent out a missionary to expend it to the best advan-
tage. He reported seven hundred and fifty abandoned
farms, and two hundred women and chudren fled to Fort
Pitt. The same liberal church sent for distribution in the
western counties, besides the money, two chests of arms,
half a barrel of powder, four hundred pounds of lead, two
hundred bullets, and a hundred flints. All the Pennsyl-
vanian records of this year, whether of church or state, are
filled with evidences of the terror and desolation which
came upon the province immediately after the conclusion
of the peace of Paris.

There was, also, another change of Governors in Penn-
sylvania. Governor Hamilton resigned, and Mr John Penn
arrived from England to take his place. As usual, the new
Governor was received with joyful welcome, and with more
joy than usual, for the appointment of a Penn was regarded
as a peace-offering from the proprietaries. It was, also,
presumed that they would not think it necessary to tie the
hands of so near a relative with rigid instructions. Gover
nor Penn summoned the Assembly. His first address was
as conciliatory as could be desired. The House responded
with words equally polite, and with a grant of six hundred
pounds towards his first year’s support. A bill was passed
for raising and equipping a thousand men to go against the
murderous Indians in the western counties. The House
then adjourned to meet again in regular session a few

weeks later. |
The Indian ravages continued until every white man in

Pennsylvania loathed the name of Indian. Among some
of the religious sects, particularly the Scotch-Irish Pres-
byterians of the western counties, the fatal opinion arose.
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had never done them injury; and in this posture they all
received the hatchet !”

This massacre of inoffensive Indians—so morbid had the
public opinion of Pennsylvania become, through terror and
irreligious conceptions of the Creator—was but coldly dis-
approved by the people of the province ; while a powerful
party applauded it as an acceptable deed. Consequently,
the efforts of the magistrates to discover the perpetrators
were fruitless. A proclamation issued by the Governor pro-
duced no effect, and the feeling seemed general to excuse
the murderers, as men who had been maddened by the
murder of their neighbours and relatives.

Ashamed that his Pennsylvania should seem to permit so
foul an act, Franklin wrote a generous, eloquent pamphlet,
(lesigned to bring the people to a sense of its mean atrocity.
ITe told the story of the murder in plain, cool language,
describing the harmless character of the poor Indians, and
giving their names and ages. He pictured the horrd scene
of the second massacre. He touched upon the deep im-
piety of seeking to justify such an act by the pretended
sanction of a beneficent God. From history, from heroic
romance and poetry, he selected examples of the magnani-
mous forgiveness of a submissive foe, of noble hospitality
bestowed upon the helpless, of good deeds done to those
who had not deserved, and who could never requite them.
He finished his pamphlet by an appeal to the better feel-
ings of his countrymen, that was earnest almost to passion.

This production, its author mentions, “produced a good
effect;” but it did not touch the murderers nor their irre-
ligious abettors. A hundred and forty friendly Indians,
converts of the good Moravians, fearing to share the fate of
their countrymen, sought refuge in Philadelphia, where they
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Indians were too well defended to be taken. Or, to use
his own language, “the fighting face we put on, and the
reasonings we used with the insurgents, having turned them
back and restored quiet to the city, I became a less man
than ever; for I had, by this transaction, made myself
many enemies among the populace.”

But now this Governor John Penn began to show his
true character. A few weeks after the events just related,
he put his hand to a proclamation the most infamous ever
signed by an American Governor, designed to flatter and
gratify the Paxton party. This proclamation offered the
following bounties :—* For every captive male Indian of
any hostile tribe, one hundred and fifty dollars; for every
female captive, one hundred and thirty-eight dollars ; for
the scalp of a male Indian, one bhundred and thirty-four
dollars; for the scalp of a female Indian, fifty dollars/”

In the beginning of 1764 there was thus formed a strange
coalition against Franklin—the aristocratic partisans of the
Penn family, and the ignorant fanatics who approved the
massacre of the friendly Indians.

Many months passed before it was considered safe to let
the Moravian Indians leave the city.

The rational hope which the Assembly had indulged, that
the new Governor would refrain from that interference with
legislation which had kept the province 1n a broil for twenty
years, was soon dissipated. Fruitless of the results ex-
pected was Franklin’s partial triumph at the English court.
At the regular session of the Assembly, early in 1764,
Governor Penn refused his assent to two bills most essen-
tial to the peace of the province. One was a militia bill
drawn up by Franklin, which contained a provision for
giving the members of each company a voice in the elec-
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Majesty, praying that he would be graciously pleased to
take the people of this province under his immediate pro-
tection and government, by completing the agreement here-
tofore made with the first proprietary for the sale of the
government to the Crown, or otherwise, as to his wisdom
and goodness shall seem meet.””

This adjournment occurred on the 2oth of March. There
was an interval of seven weeks before the Assembly again
came together; during which, I need scarcely say, the two
parties bestirred themselves mightily. Franklin published a
vigorous pamphlet, entitled, “ Cool Thoughts on the Pre-
sent Situation of our Public Affairs, addressed to a Friend
in the Country;” in which the most was made of the argu-
ment against the proprietary government. Meetings were
held in many townships, and there was a great signing of
petitions in all parts of the province. When the legislature
reassembled on the 14th of May, three thousand names
were found appended to the various petitions for a change
of government, and not three hundred to those of a con-
trary tenor. There could be no mistaking the desire of the
people. After a long and warm debate, the resolution to
petition the king to convert Pennsylvania into a royal pro-
vince was carried by a large majority.

Mr Isaac Norris, the venerable Speaker of the House,
was one of those who shrunk at the last moment from a
change so radical, and, rather than sign the petition, re-
signed the Speakership. Dr Franklin, who was immediately
elected Speaker, had no such scruples, and the petition was
duly signed by him. Franklin occupied the Speaker’s chair
but a few days. The members of the Assembly being
elected annually, the Speaker held his office only until the
end of the session.






CHAPTER XVIL

OFFICIAL LABOURS IN LONDON.

@T was in the evening of the 1oth of December
“%’JIEC}% 1764, that the agen.t of Pennsylvania a.mve:li in
CemeAp) London. The notorious Stamp Act, so obnoxious
‘0 his countrymen, and which threatened to be so disastrous
n its consequences, he soon found, was the absorbing topic
with all the colonial agents, with whom he was often in
consultation during the next few weeks. By every means
his ingenuity could suggest, Dr Franklin sought to prevent
the introduction of a measure, which proved, to use his own
language, “the mother of mischiefs.” He was powerless.
The Act was passed. This done he had leisure to attend
to the special business of his agency, the deliverance of
Pennsylvania from the incubus of the Penns. In order to
remove a troublesome topic from the path of our narrative,
we may as well state at once, that the petition to the king
for a change of government in Pennsylvania, came to no-
thing. Franklin presented it, and the Penns opposed it
with all their power and all their art. But from 1765, when
the petition was presented, to 1775, when the revolution
began, there was never an interval of tranquillity long enough
to bring so difficult an affair to a conclusion.

Soon after midsummer the news of the effect upon Ame-

S
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Mrs Franklin would not move, though she permitted her
daughter to go. ‘I was for nine days,” she wrote to her
husband, “kept in a continual hurry by people to remove,
and Sally was persuaded to go to Burlington for safety.”

By the 1st of November 1765, the day on which the
Stamp Act was to be put in force, it was known in England
that the colonies, with one voice, had refused obedience to
it. Orders for manufactured goods ceased to arrive from
America, and all trades languished. The Act passed so
carelessly had become the dividing topic between two poli-
tical parties. But a more liberal ministry, with the Marquis
of Rockingham at its head, and General Conway the leader
of the House of Commons, had come in since the passing
of the Act. In December, Lord Chesterfield wrote to his
son: “The late imposed stamp duty our colonies absolutely
refuse to pay. The Administration are for some indulgence
and forbearance to these froward children of their mother
country ; the Opposition are for taking vigorous, as they
call them, but I call them violent measures; and to have
the tax collected by the troops we have there. For my
part, I never saw a froward child mended by whipping;
and I would not have the mother country become a step
mother.”

The muttering storm from America soon changed his
note. From midsummer until Parliament met in December,
and during the spring, Franklin was chiefly occupied in
effecting one object,—the repeal of the Stamp Act. “I was
extremely busy,” he wrote to Lord Kames, attending
members of both Houses, informing, explaining, consulting,
disputing, in a continual hurry from morning till night.”
Mr Burke was the intelligence of the Administration, and
Dr Franklin was the intimate, I may say the revered, friend
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of Mr Burke. “Ignorance of American affairs,” said Mr
Burke in reviewing this period, “had misled Parliament.
Knowledge alone could bring it into the right road.” Accord-
ingly, six weeks of the session were employed in hearing
testimony at the bar in Committee of the whole House.
“ Every denomination of men,” continues Mr Burke,  either
of America, or connected with it by office, by residence, by
commerce, by interest, even by injury ; men of civil and
military capacity, officers of the revenue, merchants, manu-
facturers of every species, and from every town in England,
attended at the bar. Such evidence was never laid before
Parliament.” One of these witnesses, as every reader knows,
was Dr Franklin. His examination, and the magnificent
debut of Mr Burke as a parliamentary orator, are the events
of this session which have most interested posterity. Mr
Burke’s two speeches for the repeal, Dr Johnson said, “ filled
the town with wonder.” Dr Franklin's examination in-
structed England, and thrilled America.

The leading advocates of the Stamp Act tried by a variety
of questions to extort from Dr Franklin an intimation, that,
if the Act should be repealed, the colonists would not object
to pay a small internal tax, imposed merely to assert the
right to tax, The Tory members would not understand that
the opposition to the Stamp Act was an opposition to the
principle 'involved in it. They kept insinuating that it was
merely a mean begrudging of the sixpence. They supposed
that if the amount of the tax were reduced, the warmth of
the opposition would be abated. To one of the questions
founded upon this opinion, Dr Franklin made a reply that
was long enough for a speech. When the examination
was over the Americans withdrew, and the committee rﬁse.
The next day, as Dr Franklin records, one of the Tory mem-
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bers made a violent speech upon the examination, in the
course of which he said:—*“ We have often experienced
Austrian ingratitude, and yet we assisted Portugal; we
experienced Portuguese ingratitude, and yet we assisted
America. But what is Austrian ingratitude, what is the in-
gratitude of Portugal, compared to this of America? We
have fought, bled, and ruined ourselves, to conquer for
them ; and now they come and tell us to our noses, even at
the bar of this House, that they were not obliged to us.”
His clamour, remarks Franklin, was “ very little minded.”

The examination, indeed, was almost unanimously ap-
proved, for even Tories could scarcely censure a man for so
ably pleading the cause of his country.  The Ministry,”
says Franklin, “were ready to hug me for the assistance I
had given them.” Burke said the scene always reminded
him of a master examined by a parcel of school-boys. Dr
Fothergill, who was present, wrote to a friend in Philadel-
phia:— “He gave such distinct, clear, and satisfactory
answers to every interrogatory, and besides spoke his senti-
ments on the subject with such perspicuity and firmness, as
did him the highest honour, and was of the greatest service
to the American cause.” .

An imperfect ouline of the examination soon found its
way into American newspapers, and made the name of
Franklin dear to every patriotic heart. The Act was re-
pealed ! The event is thus recorded in the diary of one of
it greatest opponents :—* Friday, February 21st, 1766. The
repeal of the Stamp Act was moved by Mr Conway, and
seconded by Mr Grey Cooper. The House sat till four in
the morning. The question for the Repeal was carried by
a majority of 108 voices.”

Franklin’s joy at the Repeal was deep and fervent, but he
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jail, that there might, at such a moment, be no one unhappy
in the town. When the glad tidings reached Philadelphia,
the frequenters of the principal coffee-house sent for the
captain of the ship to make one of their company, presented -
him with a gold-laced hat, and gave presents to every man
and boy of his crew. They kept a punch-bowl replenished
all day, free to'every one who would drink the health of the
king. At night the city was illuminated. The next day
Governor Penn and the Mayor entertained three hundred
gentlemen at the State-house, who drank the health of Dr
Franklin, with all the honours, and resolved to clothe them-
selves, on the next birthday of the king, in complete suits
of English manufacture, and give their homespun to the
poor. On the birthday there was a grand banquet in a
grove on the banks of the Schuylkill, and a procession, of
which the sublime feature was a barge, forty feet long,
named FRANKLIN, from which salutes were fired as it passed
along the streets.

In the summer of 1767, after the session of Parliament,
and before the effect of the appeal in America was known
in England, Dr Franklin made his first visit to Paris, ac-
companied by his friend Sir John Pringle.

Returning to town and to business, after a month’s holi-,
day, is dull work at all times. On this occasion our gay
excursionist was met by ill news and hard tasks. America
was once more in a ferment. The people of New England
were again resolving to forego the use of British manufac-
tures, and, what was more important, were bent upon
establishing manufactures of their own—a project terrible
to British ears. The people and politicians of England
were indignant at those proceedings, conceiving it an enor-
mous impertinence that colonists should even meditate the
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at fifty thousand pounds. The mob,” he adds, “went
about roaring and singing, requiring gentlemen and ladies
of all ranks, as they passed in their carriages, to shout for
Wilkes and Liberty, marking the same words on all their
coaches with chalk, and “ No. 45” on every door, which ex-
tends a vast way along the roads into the country. I went
last week to Winchester, and observed, that for fifteen miles
out of town there was scarce a door or window shutter next
the road unmarked ; and this continued, here and there,
quite to Winchester, which is sixty-four miles.”

[“ 45” was the number of the Nort/: Briton upon which
the original prosecution for libel and sedition was founded,
the expenses of which, amounting, as Lord North confessed,
to more than one hundred thousand pounds, were voluntarily
assumed and defrayed by the king.*]

At such a time as this, in such a country, what could be
effected by the calm voice of reason and good humour, plead-
ing the cause of a distant and unknown people, of whom, as
Franklin said, every man in England felt himself to be a
fraction of a sovereign? His countrymen, however, appreci-
ated his exertions in their behalf; not yet suspecting that
those exertions could in the end be unavailing. In the
spring of 1768, while he was preparing for the third time to
return to America, news came that the young colony of
Georgia had appointed him its London agent. This ap-
pointment induced him to postpone his departure for a time.
Next year New Jersey selected him for her agent, and the
year following, his native province of Massachusetts. These
appointments, together with the threatening aspect of co-
lonial affairs, and the urgent entreaties of liberal men in

* Correspondence of John Wilkes, i, 134
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to the young couple from Franklin, was finally accepted,
and they were married at Philadelphia, October 29, 1767.

Let us by no means forget to mention that Mrs Franklin
kept her husband supplied with American dainties, such as
Indian meal, cranberries, apples, dried peaches, dried fish,
hickory nuts, and the raw material of buckwheat cakes.
“Since I cannot be in America,” he would write “ every
thing that comes from thence comforts me a little, as being
something like home.” Few captains sailed from Phila-
delphia for England who were not charged with parcels and
hampers of home products, to be delivered at No. 7 Craven
Street, Strand. A neat little note found among Franklin's
papers, shows that the supply sometimes exceeded the
Craven Street demand : “ Dr Franklin presents his respect-
ful compliments to Lord Bathurst, with some American
nuts ; and to Lady Bathurst, with some American apples ;
which he prays they will accept as a tribute from that
country, small indeed, but zoluntary.”

During this ten years’ residence in England, we find Frank-
lin still exerting his talents in the way of practical philan-
thropy and patriotism. If he visited an hospital, he thought
of the hospital in Philadelphia, which he had helped to found,
and sent over to the managers any rules, papers, or sugges-
tions which he thought they might find useful. When one
of the managers sent him word that they had resolved to
begin the formation of a medical library in the hospital, he
sent them the only medical book he possessed, and solicited
donations of similar works from his medical friends. The
silk culture he laboured to promote in Pennsylvania, by
sending over masses of information on the subject, and
urging it as a branch of industry, profitable in itself, and not
offensive to the English Government, since silk was not an
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scheme for the consideration of the benevolent. He com-
plied with the request, and showed that the expense of a
three years' voyage, with the requisite cargo of seeds and
animals, would amount to about fifteen thousand pounds.
To Mr Dalrymple’s statement Dr Franklin prefixed some
introductory observations, in his best manner, and the
whole was printed in the form of a circular, in which were a
few pithy sentences designed to show that a commercial
nation like Great Britain had an interest in extending the
area of civilisation ; because civilisation creates the wants
which England was enriched by supplying.

This amiable and novel project was not carried out in the
manner contemplated by the subscribers to the fund. The
object proposed was accomplished, in part, by incorporating
the scheme with that of discovery. Captain Cook himself
was charged with the duty of leaving pairs of animals upon
the islands of the Pacific, and other navigators continued
the work, to the advantage of the natives and to European
mariners. Other parts of the scheme were executed, in
later times, by missionaries.

All this time Franklin did not forsake his early love,
the observation of natural phenomena. He devqg:ed much
time at this part of his life to the study of the air, ventilation,
the causes of colds, and other complaints arising from an
impure atmosphere. _

His advice was asked with regard to the better ventilation
of the House of Commons, and he offered a suggestion,
which, however, was not adopted. Indeed, a complete
statement of Dr Franklin’s philosophical investigations at
this period of his life would fill a volume. Never was
his mind more successfully employed. We see him ex
patiating in his letters upon such diverse topics as chim
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wings with their hind feet, and soon after began to fly, find.
ing themselves in Old England without knowing how they
came thither. The third continued lifeless till sunset, when,
losing all hopes of him, he was thrown away.”

Upon this he remarks: “I wish it were possible, from
this instance, to invent a method of embalming drowned
persons in such a manner that they may be recalled to life
at any period however distant; for having a very ardent
desire to see and observe the state of America a hundred
years hence, I should prefer to any ordinary death the being
immersed in a cask of Madeira wine, with a few friends, till
that time, to be then recalled to life by the solar warmth of
my dear country!” The poetry and the prose of science
were equally congenial with him.

The dense volumes of coal smoke which hang over London
suggested to him the idea of contriving a stove which should
consume its own smoke. He completed the invention in
1772, and had a stove of this description in operation at
Craven Street during the whole of the following winter. It
answered even beyond his expectations. He intended to
print a description of it ; but a “stress of politics” prevent-
ing, the beneficent conception lay dormant in smoky England
until about the year 1840, when the principle began to be
applied to the huge factory fires of the north.

His discoveries in electricity received a slight national
recognition in 1769, when he was associated with Dr Cannon
and others in devising a system of lightning-rods for the pro-
tection of St Paul's Cathedral. Three years later he was
one of a Committee of the Royal Society who were requested
by Government to draw up a plan for the protection of the
principal powder-magazines from lightning. Dr Franklin
wrote the report, recommending the use of pointed rods, to
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he tried this experiment successfully upon the Derwent
Water at Keswick. Dr Brownrigg was present, and, in
answer to his inquiries afterwards, Franklin gave a history
of what he had done in this way, and explained upon philo-
sophical principles the singular fact, that had been estab-
lished by his experiments. It was proved by numerous
trials, that a small quantity of oil poured upon a lake or
pond, when rough with waves, would speedily calm them,
and produce a smooth and glassy surface. This he had
often done in the presence of many spectators. Indeed,
he was accustomed in his travels to carry a little oil in
the joint of a bamboo cane, by which he could repeat the
experiment whenever an occasion offered.

Dr Franklin’s mind, indeed, was always more or less intent
upon philosophical studies, for which his habits of observa-
tion and reflection peculiarly fitted him ; yet he wrote little
on subjects of this kind during his second mission to England.
His various political duties, and the deep interest he took
in the affairs of his country, absorbed his time and thoughts.
He wrote a few pieces, however, on electricity and other
kindred subjects, and one on the analogy between electricity
and magnetism. He also sketched the plan of an elaborate
essay on the causes of taking cold. It was never finished,
but he left copious notes, from which it appears that he
made extensive investigations, and formed a theory by which
he imagined that the nature of the malady would be better
understood, and that more easy and effectual preventives
might be used.

An edition of his philosophical writings was published at
Paris in 1773, translated by Barbeu-Dubourg, a man of con-
siderable eminence in the scientific world, and apparently
well qualified for the task he undertook of translator and






CHAPTER XIX.
THE HUTCHINSON’S LETTERS—RETURN TO AMERICA.

~_.' E are now come to the date of a transaction which
contributed to reveal the origin of some of the
most offensive proceedings of the British Govern-
ment agamst the colonies, and which subjected Dr Franklin
to much obloquy and abuse from the supporters of the Ad-
ministration,

In December 1772 he procured and sent to Mr Cushing,
chairman of the Committee of Correspondence in Massa-
chusetts, certain original letters, which had been written by
Governor Hutchinson, Lieutenant-Governor Oliver, and
others, to Mr Thomas Whately, a member of Parliament,
and for a time secretary under one of the ministers. These
letters, though not official, related wholly to public affairs,
and were intended to effect public measures. They were
filled with representations, in regard to the state of things in
the colonies, as contrary to the truth as they were insidious in
their design. The discontents and commotions were ascribed
to a factious spirit among the people, stirred up by a few
intriguing leaders; and it was intimated that this spirit
would be subdued, and submission to the Acts of Parliament
would be attained by the presence of a military force, and
by persevering in the coercive measures already begun.
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‘hink they must have the same effect with you; but I am not,
as I have said, at liberty to make the letters public.”

Acting in this business from an imperative sense of duty,
Dr Franklin took no pains to screen himself from conse-
quences. He mentioned the subject several times in his
correspondence with Mr Cushing and Dr Cooper, but he
did not in any instance intimate a wish that his name, as
connected with it, or his agency, should be concealed. Mr
Cushing proceeded with caution, however, and informed
two gentlemen only of the source from which the letters had
come ; and these gentlemen kept the secret till it was pub-
lished by Dr Franklin himself in London. Nor was it
known, except to these individuals, by whom the letters
were received in Boston. Mr Cushing said, in writing to
Dr Franklin, “ I desire, so far as I am concerned, my name
not to be mentioned ; for it may be a damage to me.” This
injunction was obeyed to the last.

It was concluded by Mr Cushing to lay them before the
Assembly, which usually sat with closed doors. They were
read, but nothing could be done with them while the pro-
hibition against taking copies remained. While they were
under consideration, Dr Cooper wrote a letter to Dr Frank-
lin, dated Boston, June 14, 1773, from which the following
1s an extract : —

“ I forgot to mention that, upon the first appearance of
the letters in the House, they voted, by a majority of 101 ta
g, that the design and tendency of them were to subvert the
constitution, and introduce arbitrary power. Their com-
mittee upon this matter reported this day a number of
resolutions, which are to be printed by to-morrow morning,
and every member furnished with a copy, that they may com-
pare them with the letters; and to-morrow at three o'clock
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In the meantime an event took place, which caused much
excitement. Hutchinson’s letters had been printed in Bos-
ton, and copies of them came over to London. Public curi-
osity was raised, and great inquiry was made, as to the
person by whom they had been transmitted. Mr Thomas
Whately was dead, and his papers had gone into the pos-
session of his brother, Mr William Whately, who was cen-
sured for allowing the letters to be taken away. Mr Temple
had asked permission of him to examine his brother's papers,
with the view of perusing a certain document on colonial
affairs, which he believed to be among them. The permis-
sion was granted ; and now Mr Whately’s suspicion rested
upon Mr Temple, whom he imagined to have taken advan-
tage of this opportunity to gain possession of the letters in
question. A duel was the consequence, in which Mr
Whately was wounded.

At this crisis Dr Franklin felt himself bound to interfere.
He immediately published a declaration, in which he assumed
the entire responsibility of having transmitted the letters,
and said, that, as they were not among Mr Thomas Whately's
papers when these passed into the hands of his brother,
neither he nor Mr Temple could have been concerned in
withdrawing them. The whole tide of obloquy was now
turned against Dr Franklin. He was assailed by the friends
of Mr Whately for not having prevented the duel by an
earlier declaration ; and he was vehemently attacked by the
retainers of the Ministry for the part he had acted in procur-
ing and sending the letters. To the first charge it 1s enough
to say, that he had no intimation of the duel till it was over.
He thought himself entitled to the thanks of the parties,
rather than their censure, for thus relieving them from sus-
picion in the eyes of the public, and removing the cause of
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in which their Lordships would decide, from the state of
facts presented in the papers themselves, whether the com-
plaints of the petitioners were well founded, and whether
the governor and lieutenant-governor had so far rendered
themselves obnoxious to the people, as to make it for the
interest of his Majesty’s service to remove them. He then
requested, that counsel might likewise be heard in behalf of
the Assembly. The request was granted, and three weeks
were allowed for preparation. The adjourned hearing took
place as arranged, and an extraordinary scene took place,
which was thus described by Dr Franklin a few days after
its occurrence i—

“ Notwithstanding intimations I had received, I could
not believe that the Solicitor-General would be permitted to
wander from the question before their Lordships, into a new
case, the accusation of another person for another matter,
not cognisable before them, who could not expect to be
there so accused, and therefore could not be prepared for
his defence. And yet all this happened, and in all proba-
bility was preconcerted ; for all the courtiers were invited, as
to an entertaiment, and there never was such an appearance
of privy councillors on any occasion, not less that thirty-
five, besides an immense crowd of other auditors.

“ The hearing began by reading my letter to Lord Dart-
mouth, enclosing the petition, then the petition itself, the
resolves, and, lastly, the letters, the Solicitor-General making
no objections, nor asking any of the questions he had talked
of at the preceding board. Our counsel then opened the
matter, upon their general plan, and acquitted themselves
very handsomely ; only Mr Dunning, having a disorder on
his lungs that weakened his voice exceedingly, was not so
perfectly heard as one could have wished. The Solicitor-
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unfair conclusion from my silence, that the charge of surrep-
titiously obtaining the letters was a true one ; though the
solicitor, as appears in the printed speech, had acquainted
them that that matter was before the Chancellor; and my
counsel had stated the impropriety of my answering there
to charges then trying in another court. In truth, I came
by them honourably, and my intention in sending them was
virtuous, if an endeavour to lessen the breach between two
states of the same empire be such, by showing that the in-
juries complained of by one of them did not proceed from
the other, but from traitors among themselves.”

After this judicial farce, no one could be surprised at the
result. Their Lordships reported, *that the petition was
founded upon resolutions formed upon false and erroneous
allegations, and that the same was groundless, vexatious,
and scandalous, and calculated only for the seditious pur-
pose of keeping up a spirit of clamour and discontent in
the provinces.” The King approved the report, and the
petition was dismissed. And such was the language which
the British rulers thought proper to use in replying to the
respectful complaints of an ancient and populous province.
If the people would bear this, they might well say that their
long-cherished freedom had become an empty sound and 2
mockery. Let history tell how they bore it, and how long.

The next day Dr Franklin was officially informed of his
being dismissed from the place of deputy postmaster-general,
For this manifestation of the royal displeasure he was pre-
pared, as well by previous intimations as by the proceedings
of the Council. It cannot be supposed that he was callous
to these indignities, especially as they were intended to
overwhelm him with disgrace, and rum his credit and influ-
ence. But he suppressed his resentment, and took no steps
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rely on her prudence and capacity, that, when abroad, he en-
trusted to her the management of his private affairs. Many
years after her death, in writing to a young lady, he said:
“ Frugality is an enriching virtue ; a virtue I never could
acquire myself ; but I was once lucky enough to find itin a
wife, who therefore became a fortune to me.” The little
song which he wrote in her praise, is marked with a playful
tenderness, and contains sentiments creditable to his feel-
ings as a man and a husband. In his autobiography and
letters he often mentions his wife, and always with a kind-
ness and respect, which could proceed only from genuine
sensibility and a high estimate of her character and virtues.

About the middle of December 1774, Dr Franklin
received the petition of the first Continental Congress ta
the King, with a letter from the president of Congress to
the several colonial agents in London, requesting them to
present the petition. All the agents, except Franklin,
Bollan, and Lee, declined acting in the business, alleging
that they had no instructions. These three gentlemen,
however, carried it to Lord Dartmouth, who, after retaining
it one day for perusal, during which a Cabinet Council was
held, agreed to deliver it ; and in a short time he informed
them, that his Majesty had been pleased to receive it “very
graciously,” and would lay it before both Houses of Parlia-
ment. This was accordingly done, but without any allusion
to it in the King’s speech, or any message calling the atten-
tion of Parliament to the subject. Itwas sent down with a
mass of letters of intelligence, newspapers, and pamphlets,
and laid upon the table undistinguished from the other
papers with which it was accompanied. The agents re-
quested to be heard at the bar of the House in support of
the petition, but were refused. When it came up for con:
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Sargent, at lis seat in Kent, he received an invitation from
Lord Chatham to visit him at Hayes, his Lordship’s re-
sidence, which was not far distant. Lord Stanhope called
on Dr Franklin the next day, and accompanied him to
Hayes.

The conversation turned on American affairs. Lord
Chatham spoke feelingly on the late laws against Massachu-
setts ; censured them with severity, and said he had a great
esteem for the people of that country, and “hoped they
would continue firm, and unite in defending, by all practic-
able and legal means, their constitutional rights.” Dr
Franklin said he was convinced they would do so, and then
proceeded to explain the nature and grounds of their com-
plaints, the unconstitutional encroachments of Parliament,
and the injustice and impolicy of the measures which the
ministers were rashly enforcing, and which would inevitably
alienate the affections of the colonists, and drive them to
desperation and open resistance.

His Lordship seemed pleased with his frankness, assented
to some of his statements, and raised queries respecting
others. He mentioned an opinion prevailing in England,
that the Americans were aiming to set up an independent
state. Dr Franklin assured him, that he had at different
times travelled from one end of the continent to the other,
conversed with all descriptions of people, and had never
heard a hint of this kind trom any individual. This declar-
ation referred to the past, and to the actual disposition
towards the mother country before the late events, and not
to the temper which had been excited by the novel aggres-
sions of the British Government ; for Dr Franklin himself,
at this very time, as we learn from his conversation with Mr
Quincy, was looking forward to independence, because he
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seventeen articles, which he called Ain#s, but which em-
bodied the elements of a compact, and at the time appointed
he met Dr Fothergill and Mr Barclay, produced his Hints,
and explained and defended each article. They objected
to some parts, and doubted as to others; yet they thought
it worth while to make the experiment, as a preliminary
step towards a negotiation, and asked permission to take
copies of his paper, intimating an intention to show it in the
ministerial circles. Dr Franklin, submitting to the dis-
cretion of his friends, did not object to this proposal, and
two copies were transcribed in the handwriting of Mr
Barclay.

Soon afterwards, he was informed that Lord Chatham
would offer a motion to the House of Lords the follow-
ing day, and desired his attendance. The next morning,
January 2oth, he likewise received a message from Lord
Chatham, telling him, that if he would be in the lobby at
two o’clock, he would introduce him. “I attended,” says
Dr Franklin, “and met him there accordingly. As it had
not been publicly known that there was any communica-
tion between his lordship and me, this, I found, occasioned
some speculation.” Lord Chatham moved, that the troops
should be withdrawn from Boston. This gave rise to a
warm debate, in which the motion was ably and eloquently
sustained by the mover and Lord Camden, but it was lost
by a large majority.

In the course of his remarks Lord Chatham mentioned,
that this motion was introductory to a general plan for a
reconciliation, which he proposed to lay before Parliament.
This was the subject, in regard to which he had before
intimated to Dr Franklin that he should want his advice
and assistance. A week after the debate on the motion,
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chester, Lord Shelburne, Lord Camden, Lord Temple, and
others. The ministerial influence was so great, however,
that it was not even allowed to lie on the table for future
consideration, but was rejected by a majority of two to one.

Whatever may be thought of this negotiation as an affair
of diplomacy, or of the aims of those connected with it
on the British side, there can be but one opinion as to
the manner in which it was conducted by Franklin. It
was creditable to his patriotism and sagacity. He had
been absent ten years from America, and could know the
opinions and feelings of his countrymen only from the
reports of their proceedings and published papers. He was
~ beyond the reach of the enthusiasm naturally inspired by
a union of numbers in defending rights and resisting op-
pression ; yet no American could have placed the demands
of the colonies on a broader foundation, or supported them
with a more ardent zeal, or insisted on them with a more
determined resolution.

These transactions detained him longer in England than
he had expected. He was now ready for his departure,
and he received a message from Dr Fothergill for their
mutual friends in Philadelphia. ¢ Tell them,” said he,
“ that, whatever specious pretences are offered, they are all
hollow.” Dr Fothergill was as much disgusted, as disap-
pointed, with the ministerial manceuvres, which he had dis-
covered in the course of the late negotiation.

He sailed from England on the 21st of March 1775, and
arrived at Philadelphia on the sth of May, employing him-
self during the long voyage in writing an account of his
recent attempts to establish peace and harmony between
the two countries.
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first. He is doubling his fortifications at Boston, and hopes
to secure his troops till succour arrives. The place, indeed,
is naturally so defensible that I think them in no danger.
All America is exasperated by his conduct, and more firmly
united than ever. The breach between the two countries is
grown wider, and in danger of becoming irreparable.”

When the second Congress assembled, the relations be-
tween the colonies and Great Britain had assumed a new
character.

After an animated debate, which continued several days,
it was declared that hostilities had commenced on the part
of Great Britain, with the design of enforcing “ the uncon-
stitutional and oppressive Acts of Parliament ;” and it was
then resolved, with great unanimity, that the colonies should
be immediately put in a state of defence. This was all that
the most ardent friends of liberty desired, since it enabled
them to organise an army, and make preparations for war,
Having gained this point, they were the more ready to yield
another, for the sake of harmony, to the moderate party, at
the head of which was John Dickinson. It was urged by
this party, that they never had anticipated resistance by
force, but had always confided so much in the justice of the
British Government as to believe that, when they fairly un-
derstood the temper and equitable claims of the colonists,
they would come to a reasonable compromise. Another
opportunity, it was said, ought to be offered, and to this end
they were strenuous for sending a petition to the King.

In addition to his duties 1 Congress, Dr Franklin had a
very laborious service to perform, as chairman of the Com-
mittee of Safety, appointed by the Assembly of Pennsyl-
vania. This committee consisted of twenty-five members,
They were authorised to call the militia into actual service,
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For several months the proceedings of Congress turned
mostly on military affairs. An army was to be raised, organ-
ised, and provided for. The wisdom, experience, and men-
tal resources of every member were in as much demand as
diligence, resolution, zeal, and public spirit. We find
Franklin, notwithstanding his advanced age, taking a part
in almost every important measure with all the ardour and
activity of youth. He was placed at the head of the Com-
missioners for Indian affairs in the middle department ; and
few of the younger members served on so many committees
requiring energy, industry, and close application.

A Secret Committee was appointed, of which he was a
member. At first, it was the province of this committee to
import ammunition, cannon, and muskets ; but its powers
and duties were enlarged, so as to include the procuring of
all kinds of military supplies, and the distributing of them
to the troops, the Continental armed vessels, and privateers,
and also the manufacturing of saltpetre and gunpowder.
The country was alarmingly deficient in all these articles;
and it was necessary to procure them from abroad by con-
fracts with foreign merchants, and to have them shipped as
secretly as possible, that they might not be intercepted and
captured by the enemy. Remittances were made in tobacco
and other produce, either directly or through such channels
as would render them available for the payments.

As soon as Congress had determined to raise an army,
and had appointed a commander-in-chief and the other prin-
cipal officers, they applied themselves to the business of
finance, and emitted two millions of dollars in bills of credit.
This was the beginning of the Continental paper-money sys-
tem. Dr Franklin entered deeply into the subject, but he
did not altogether approve the principle upon which the
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tile attitude in which the Canadians and English colonists
had been placed towards each other on various occasions,
in addition to the inherited national antipathy on both sides,
had produced an alienation, which could not easily be soft-
ened into a fraternal fellowship ; and the obstacles were mul-
tiplied by religious animosities. In the first year of the war,
while the Americans had an army in Canada, there was
some show of a party in their favour ; but this party was by
no means an index of the popular will or feeling, and it soon
dwindled away and disappeared.

The military successes, which had put nearly the whole of
Canada into the possession of the Americans, terminated
with the fall of Montgomery under the walls of Quebec.
More troops were sent forward in the heart of winter; but,
when the spring opened, reinforcements arrived from Eng-
land, threatening disaster and defeat to the American army.
At this juncture Congress appointed commissioners to go to
Canada, with full powers to regulate the operations of the
army, and especially to assist the Canadians in forming a civil
government, and to pledge all the support and protection
that could be rendered by the united colonies. Dr Frank
lin, Samuel Chase, and Charles Carroll were selected for
this mission.

The commissioners left Philadelphia about the 2oth of
March 1446, but on account of the badness of the roads did
not reach Montreal till near the end of Apri. Dr Frank-
lin's health was much impaired by the hardships of the jour-
ney. He had been exposed to the inclemency of the weather,
and in some parts of the route he was obliged to lodge in the
woods. He stayed a fortnight at Montreal, and then, in
company with Mr John Carroll, he set out on his way home-
ward, leaving the other commissioners behind, who remained
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in Canada till near the time it was evacuated by the Ameri-
can troops. With some difficulty he proceeded to Albany.
From that place to New York he was conveyed in a private
carriage, with which he had been accommodated by the
kindness of General Schuyler. He arrived at Philadelphia
early in June.

A subject of the greatest importance was now brought
before Congress. For some months past there had been
much discussion in the newspapers, in pamphlets, and at
public meetings, as well as in private circles, about inde-
pendence. It was evident that a large majority of the
nation was prepared for that measure. At length the legis-
lature of Virginia instructed their delegates to propose it in
Congress. This was done by Richard Henry Lee; and a
debate ensued, which elicited the opinions of the prominent
members. All agreed that, sooner or later, this ground must
be taken ; but a few believed that the time had not yet come.
Among the doubters was the virtuous, the patriotic, the able,
but irresolute John Dickinson. His objections, and those
of his party, were met by the fervid zeal and powerful argu-
ments of John Adams, the persuasive eloquence of Lee,
and the concurring voice of many others. On this side was
Franklin, whose sentiments have been sufficiently indicated
in the preceding pages. A committee of five was chosen to
prepare a Declaration, consisting of Jefferson, John Adams,
Franklin, Sherman, and Livingston. The history of this
transaction is too well known to need a repetition of it in
this place. The Declaration, drafted by Jefferson, was re-
ported as it came from his pen, except a few verbal alterations
suggested by Adams and Franklin. It was debated three days,
and passed on the 4th of July, when the United States were
declared to be, and became in fact, an independent nation.
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Mr Jefferson relates a characteristic anecdote of Franklin
connected with this subject. Being annoyed at the alter-
ations made in his draft while it was under discussion. and at
the censures freely bestowed upon parts of it, he began to fear
it would be dissected and mangled till a skeleton only would
remain. “I was sitting,” he observes, “by Dr Franklin,
who perceived that I was not insensible to these mutilations.
‘I have made it a rule,’ said he, ¢ whenever in my power, to
avold becoming the draftsman of papers to be reviewed by
a public body. I took my lesson from an incident which I
will relate to you. When I was a journeyman printer, one
of my companions, an apprentice hatter, having served out
his time, was about to open shop for himself. His first
concern was to have a handsome signboard, with a proper
inscription. He composed it in these words, Jokn Zhomp-
son, hatfer, makes and sells hats jfor ready money, with a
figure of a hat subjoined. But he thought he would submit
it to his friends for their amendments. The first he showed
it to thought the word Za#fer tautologeus, because followed
by the words makes hafs, which showed he was a hatter. It
was struck out. The next observed that the word makes
might as well be omitted, because his customers would not
care who made the hats ; if good and to their mind, they
would buy, by whomsoever made. He struck it out. A
third said he thought the words for ready money were use-
less, as it was not the custom of the place to sell on credit.
Every one who purchased expected to pay. They were
parted with ; and the inscription now stood, “ John Thomp-
son sells hats” “ .Se//s hats?” says his next friend ; “ why,
nobody will expect you to give them away. What, then, is
the use of that word?” It was stricken out, and /afs fol-
lowed, the rather as there was one painted on the board
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forward his Prokibitory Bill, interdicting all trade and inter
course with the colonies. By an awkward association, he
incorporated into this bill a provision for appointing com-
missioners to effect the object mentioned in the King’s
speech.

In the spring of 1776, the main body of the American
army under General Washington was stationed at New York.
General Howe arrived there with his army from Halifax in
June, and he was soon after joined by his brother Lord
Howe, at the head of a fleet with troops from Europe. The
two brothers had been appointed commissioners. Lord
Howe immediately sent on shore a despatch, containing a
circular letter to the colonial governors, and a ‘ Declara-
tion,” stating the nature of his mission and his powers, and
requesting that the declaration should be published. The
commissioners were not instructed to negotiate with any
particular public body. Pardon was offered to all who
should be penitent and submissive; to provinces, towns,
assemblies, and individuals. This despatch was conveyed
to General Washington, by whom it was forwarded to Con-
gress. It occasioned but little debate. The letter and
declaration were directed to be published, “that the few,”
as expressed in the resolve, ““who still remain suspended by
a hope, founded either in the justice or moderation of their
late King, may now at length be convinced, that the valour
alone of their country is to save its liberties.”

Lord Howe likewise wrote a private and friendly letter to
Dr Franklin, evincing respect for his character, and an
earnest desire that all the differences between the two
countries might be accommodated in the way now proposed.
It was answered by Dr Franklin in a spirit not less friendly
and respectful ; but, in regard to the public communications,
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British lines on Staten Island, opposite to Amboy, where
they were politely received and entertained.

His lordship began the conversation by informing them,
that he could not treat with them as a committee of Con-
gress, but that his powers authorised him to confer and
consult with any private gentlemen in the colonies on the
means of reconciling the differences and restoring peace.
The committee replied, that it was their business to hear
what he had to propose ; that he might look upon them in
what light he chose ; that they were, nevertheless, members
- of Congress, and, being appointed by that body, they must
consider themselves in that character. After the conference
was ended, the committee passed over to Amboy in Lord
Howe's boat, went back to Congress, and reported, that his
lordship had made no explicit proposition for peace, and
that, as far as they could discover, his powers did not
enable him to do anything more than to grant pardon
upon submission. This was the last attempt of the com-
missioners to effect what Mr Burke called in Parliament an
“ armed negotiation.”

At this time Congress had under consideration the sub-
ject of foreign alliances. The American States being now
an independent power, declared to be such by the solemn
act of a united people, they might properly assume and
maintain this character in relation to other Governments.
Aids in money and all kinds of military supplies were
wanted, Congress had the benefits of a lucrative com-
merce to offer in exchange. It was decided to make the
first application to the court of France, and to proffer a
commercial treaty, which should be mutually advantageous
to the two countries. The hard terms, which England had
extorted from the misfortunes of France in the treaty at
the close of the last war, as impolitic on the part of the






CHAPTER XXI.

MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY TO FRANCF.

AFTER a boisterous passage of thirty days from the

Cape of Delaware, the Reprisa/ came to anchor
2 in Quiberon Bay, near the mouth of the Loire.
ﬂfter a detention of four days in the bay, Dr Franklin was
set on shore with his grandsons at the little town of Auray.
Thence he travelled by land to Nantes, a distance of
seventy miles, where he arrived on the 7th of December.
He stayed eight days at Nantes, and then set off for Paris,
reaching that city on the 21st of December. He found
Mr Deane there, and Mr Lee joined them the next day, so
that the commissioners were prepared to enter immediately
upon their official duties. Shortly afterwards, Dr Franklin
removed to Passy, a pleasant village near Paris, and took
lodgings in a commodious house belonging to M. Leray de
Chamont, a zealous friend to the American cause. He re-
mained at that place during the whole of his residence in
France.

The commissioners were furnished by Congress, in the
first place, with the plan of a treaty of commerce, which they
were to propose to the French Government. They were
likewise instructed to procure from that court, at the expense
of the United States, eight line-of-battle ships, well manned
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the means of supplying American cruisers that came into
French ports. In these operations they were often embar-
rassed. Everything was done with as much secrecy as pos-
sible ; but Lord Stormont, the British ambassador, had
spies in all the principal ports, and gained a knowledge of
their proceedings. His remonstrances to the court were
listened to, and were followed by orders for detaining the
vessels which the commissioners had provided. Sometimes
the goods would be taken out and put on shore, and at
other times they would be stopped in their transportation
from place to place. The American cruisers brought in
prizes and effected sales. This drew fresh remonstrances
from the British ambassador ; and on one occasion, Count
de Vergennes wrote a letter to the commissioners censuring
this conduct, and declaring that no transactions could be
allowed, which infringed upon treaties. Knowing the actual
disposition of the court, however, they were not deterred
by these obstacles. They continued, by pursuing a prudent
course, to ship to the United States all the articles they pro-
cured, which were of the utmost importance to the Ameri-
can army.

Dr Franklin had been but a few weeks in France, when
he received from Congress a commission to treat with the
court of Spain, with the proper credentials and instructions;
but, there not being sufficient evidence that his Catholic
Majesty was ready, either to enter into a treaty with the
United States, or to contribute essential aid for carrying on
the war, he declined acting under the commission, and gave
such reasons as were satisfactory to Congress. He con-
sulted Count d’Aranda, the Spanish ambassador, who dis-
couraged any immediate attempt to negotiate with his
court.
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them for having recognised the independence and taken up
the cause of insurgent colonists, who had neither the will,
the resolution, nor the internal force to support the char-
acter they had assumed.

But the tide of affairs soon began to turn in another
direction. In the campaign of 1777, the losses of the pre-
ceding year were more than retrieved. The capture of Bur-
goyne’s army, and the good conduct of the forces under
General Washington in Pennsylvania, gave sufficient evidence
that the Americans were in earnest, and that they wanted
neither physical strength nor firmness of purpose. On the
4th of December, an express arrived in Paris from the
United States, bringing the news of the capture of Bur-
goyne and the battle of Germantown. The commissioners
immediately communicated this intelligence to the French
court. Two days afterwards, M. Gerard, the secretary of
the King’s Council, called on Dr Franklin at Passy, and
said he had come, by order of Count de Vergennes and
Count Maurepas, to congratulate the commissioners on
the success of their countrymen, and to assure them that it
gave great pleasure at Versailles. After some conversation,
he advised them torenew their proposition for a treaty.*

* When some one mentioned to Dr Franklin, that General Howe
had taken Philadelphia, he replied ; ** You are mistaken ; Philadelphia
has taken General Howe.” And so it turned out, for the British were
shut up in that city during eight months, and were at last obliged to re-
treat from it precipitately, without having derived any advantage from
their conquest. Mr Bache and his family retired into the country
when the enemy approached, and Dr Franklin's house was occupied
by British officers. After the evacuation, Mr Bache wrote: ‘I found
your house and furniture, upon my return to town, in much better
order than I had reason to expect. They carried off some of your
musical instruments, a Welch harp, a bell harp, the set of tuned beils
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be taken of the present situation of the United States to
obtain terms, which they would not willingly agree to under
any other circumstances; and that it was his fixed determin.
ation to support their independeuce by all the means in his
power. This would probably lead to a war with England,
yet the King would not ask, or expect, any compensation
for the expense or damage he might sustain on that account.
The only condition required by him would be, that the
United States should not give up their independence in any
treaty of peace they might make with England, nor return
to their subjection to the British Government.

On the courier’s return, it was ascertained that the King
of Spain was not disposed to take any part in the business.
The negotiators then proceeded without more delay, and
their work was soon completed. In its essential articles
the treaty was the same as the one that had been proposed
by Congress.

When this was done, the French minister produced a
draft of another treaty, called a Treaty of Alliance. The
objects of this treaty were in some respects of much greater
importance than those of the former. It was to be eventual
in its operation, and to take effect only in case of a rupture
between France and England ; and it was designed to ex-
plain the duties of the two contracting parties in prosecuting
the war, and to bind them to certain conditions.

The two treaties were signed at Paris on the 6th of
February 1778. They were sent to America by a special
messenger, and were immediately ratified by Congress.
The event diffused joy throughout the country. Washing-
ton set apart a day for the rejoicings of the army on the
occasion at Valley Forge. All saw, or believed they saw,
that, whatever might be the hazards of the war, independ-
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such terms as would comport with the dignity of Parliament
and the interests of the Crown, was a thing most ardently
to be desired. After warm debates in Parliament, it was
resolved to despatch commissioners to treat with Congress,
invested with such powers as, it was fondly hoped, would
ensure their success.

In the meantime other measures were put in operation to
effect the same end through the instrumentality of secret
agents. Their advances were chiefly made to Dr Franklin.
Even before the treaties were signed, an emissary of this
description appeared in Paris, who endeavoured to obtain
from him propositions which he might carry back to Eng-
land. This was Mr Hutton, secretary to the Society of
Moravians,—an old friend, for whom he had great esteem ;
a grave man, advanced in years, respected for his virtues,
and possessing the confidence of persons in power. Franklin
replied, that neither he nor his colleagues had any authority
to propose terms, although they could listen to such as
should be offered, and could treat of peace whenever pro-
posals should be made. Mr Hutton returned to London,
and immediately wrote to him, renewing his request for
some hints or suggestions upon which he might proceed ;
and adding, that he believed everything satisfactory to the
Americans, short of independence, might be obtained.

Mr Hutton was followed by Mr Willlam Pulteney, a
member of Parliament, who assumed in Paris the name of
Williams, and who was understood to have come from Lord
North, although not invested with any official character.
He held a long conversation with Dr Franklin, and pre-
sented to him a paper containing the outlines of a treaty.
Franklin told him at once that every plan of reconcilia-
tion implying a voluntary return of the United States to a
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had attracted around him a large number of personal friends,
Among these were Turgot, Buffon, D'Alembert, Condorcet,
La Rochefoucauld, and many others, who were conspicuous
in the political, scientific, and literary circles of the great
metropolis of France. When Voltaire came to Paris for the
last time, to be idolised and to die, he expressed a desire to
see the American philosopher. An interview took place.
Voltaire accosted him in English, and pursued the conver-
sation in that language. Madame Denis interrupted him
by saying, that Dr Franklin understood French, and that
the rest of the company wished to know the subject of their
discourse. ‘““ Excuse me, my dear,” he replied, “I have the
vanity to show that I am not unacquainted with the language
of a Franklin.”

The business of the commissioners continued nearly the
same as it had been before the treaty of alliance. There
was more to be done in maritime affairs, because American
vessels were then freely admitted into the French ports.
Cases of capture and of the sale of prizes were referred to
them for their decision. With the loans obtained from the
French Government, and comparatively small remittances
from America, they were enabled to refit public vessels, pur-
chase military supplies for the army and navy of the United
States, contribute to the relief of American prisoners in Eng-
land, and pay the drafts of Congress. In all these trans-
actions Dr Franklin found an able, zealous; and active co-
adjutor in Mr Adams.

Both Dr Franklin and Mr Adams had represented to
Congress the inexpediency of employing three commis-
sioners in a service, the duties of which might be discharged
with equal facility and at less expense by one. In con-
formity with this suggestion, Dr Franklin was appointed
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his character of minister plenipotentiary, requesting them,
in case they should meet with that vessel, not to capture it,
nor suffer it to be detained or plundered of anything on
board, but to “treat the captain and his people with civility
and kindness, affording them, as common friends of man-
kind, all the assistance in their power.” This act of magna-
nimity was properly estimated by the British Government.
After Cook’s Voyage was published, a copy of the work was
sent to him by the Board of Admiralty, with a letter from
Lord Howe, stating that it was forwarded with the approba-
tion of the King. One of the gold medals, struck by the
Royal Society in honour of Captain Cook, was likewise
presented to him.

Acts of a similar kind were repeated in other instances.
There was a settlement of Moravian missionaries on the
coast of Labrador, to which the Society in London annually
despatched a vessel laden with supplies. Dr Franklin, at
the request of Mr Hutton, granted a passport to this vessel,
which was renewed every year during the war. He afforded
the same protection to a vessel which sailed from Dublin
with provisions and clothing for sufferers in the West Indies,
contributed by charitable persons in that city.

When Paul Jones came to France, after his cruise in the
Ranger, and his fortunate action with the Drake, a Bntish .
sloop of war, the French Ministry planned a descent upon
the coast of England by a naval armament combined with
land forces. The Marquis de Lafayette, who had recently
returned from America, where he had won laurels by his
bravery and good conduct in two campaigns, was to be at
the head of the expedition. Paul Jones was to command
the squadron, under the American flag, and he received his
instructions irom Dr Franklin. The plan was changed, just
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he and other French officers were treated by all classes of
people, he was satisfied that there would be no hazard in
bringing an army of Frenchmen to co-operate with American
soldiers. He conversed frequently with General Washing-
ton on the subject, and, although the opinion of the latter
is nowhere explicitly recorded, it is certain that Lafayette
returned to France fully convinced that such a measure
would meet with approbation. He applied to the Ministers
accordingly ; who hesitated for some time, influenced by the
same motives of prudence which had hitherto guided their
counsels, But Lafayette persevered, and his zeal and the
force of his arguments at last prevailed. In the early part
of the year 1780, preparations were made for sending an
army under Count de Rochambeau to America, with a fleet
“mmanded by the Chevalier de Terney.

In all these transactions he was assisted by the advice
and cordial support of Dr Franklin. They also procured
large supplies of arms, equipments, and clothing for the
American army. As the bearer of the good news, Lafayette
sailed for the United States, authorised to concert measures
with Washington and Congress for the reception and future
employment of the French troops.

The northern powers of Europe, at the instance of
Russia, had recently come into an arrangement respecting
neutrals, which Dr Franklin so highly approved, that he
issued orders to the American cruisers in conformity with
it, even before he ascertained the views of Congress. By
the practice of nations in the time of war, it had been a
rule to seize the property of an enemy wherever found at
sea ; and neutral vessels having such property on board
were captured uuder this rule, the cargo being confiscated
as a prize to the captors, and the vessel being restored to
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merchants of a neighbouring nation, to plunder them of
their property, and perhaps ruin them and their families, i
they yield it; or to wound, maim, or murder them, if they
endeavour to defend it. Yet these things are done by
Christian merchants, whether a war be just or unjust ; and
it can bardly be just on both sides. They are done by
English and American merchants, who, nevertheless, com-
plain of private theft, and hang by dozens the thieves they
have taught by their own example.” He proposed, that,
in treaties between nations, an article should be introduced,
by which the contracting parties should bind themselves not
to grant commissions to private armed vessels ; and he was
instrumental in forming such a treaty between Prussia and
the United States. In fact, he was an enemy to war in all
its forms and disguises. It was a maxim with him, that
there never was a good war, or a bad peace.

By a straightforward course of conduct, asking only what
was reasonable, with a becoming deference to the judgment
and reliance on the good intentions of the ministers, Frank-
lin won a reciprocal confidence, and was enabled to execute
the arduous and complicated duties of his station with
entire success.

In 1781 Dr Franklin proposed to retire from the public
service, and requested that some other person might be
appointed to supply his place. His reasons are given in
the following extract from a letter to the President of
Congress:— ,

“ ] must now beg leave to say something relating to my-
self; a subject with which I have not often troubled the
Congress. I have passed my seventy-fifth year, and I find
that the long and severe fit of the gout, which I had the
last winter. has shaken me exceedingly, and I am yet fa
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peace; perhaps it may be for the remainder of my life; and
if any knowledge or experience I have acquired here may
be thought of use to my successor, I shall freely communi-
cate it, and assist him with any influence I may be supposed
to have, or counsel that may be desired of me.”

Congress declined accepting his resignation, and, nearly
at the same time, enlarging their commission for negotiating
a treaty of peace, by joining with Mr Adams four other
commissioners, they appointed Dr Franklin to be one of the
number. He acquiesced in the decision of Congress. It
was my desire,” said he, “to quit public business, fearing it
might suffer in my hands through the infirmities incident to
my time of life ; but as they are pleased to think I may still
be useful, I submit to their judgment, and shall do my

best.”
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Lord North resigned, and there was a total change of Min-
istry and measures. The new administration was formed
in March. The Marquis of Rockingham was prime min-
ister ; the Earl of Shelburne and Mr Fox, the two principal
secretaries of state. This Ministry came into power, as Mr
Fox more than once declared in Parliament, with the ex-
oress understanding, that the fundamental principle of their
neasures was to be “ the granting of unequivocal and un-
ronditional independence to America.” For some time
Jhey seemed to act on this principle. The two secretaries
corresponded directly with Dr Franklin on the subject of
peace, and they sent Mr Richard Oswald over to Paris early
in April, with authority to consult him on the mode of be-
ginning and pursuing a negotiation. Mr Thomas Grenville
was likewise sent to confer with Count de Vergennes in
reference to the preliminaries for a general peace between
all the powers at war. . Nothing more could be done till
Parliament should pass an act enabling the King to enter
into a formal negotiation.

As to the mode of conducting the negotiations, Dr
Franklin said he thought it would be best for the British
agents to appear under separate commissions, one for the
American treaty, and another for those of the European
powers, since the topics to be discussed were entirely dis-
tinct; and as this mode would have greater simplicity, the
object might be the sooner and more easily attained. The
British Ministry approved and adopted this suggestion, and
their envoys were accordingly furnished with separate com-
missions.

Both Mr Grenville and Mr Oswald, at their several inter-
views, assured Count de Vergennes and Dr Franklin, that
the point of independence had been conceded, and that it
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or, at least, to put off the treaty, with the hope of securing
more favourable terms in consequence of these successes.
There were, perhaps, some grounds for these suspicions,
though the main difficulty arose, as soon appeared, from
another cause. News arrived of the death of the Marquis
of Rockingham, the dissolution of the British Cabinet, and
the formation of a new one. This happened in July, the
Rockingham administration having existed only two months
and a half. The Earl of Shelburne was raised to the station
of prime minister ; Mr Fox retired, and the principal secre-
taries of state were Earl Grantham and Mr Townshend.
The new Ministry being formed, however, under Lord Shel-
burne, he managed the peace in his own way.

The stipulations of the Americans were, as drawn up by
Franklin, “ First, Independence, full and complete in every
sense, to the Thirteen States; and all troops to be with-
drawn. Secondly, A settlement of the boundaries of #keir
colonies and the loyal colonies. Thirdly, A confinement
of the boundaries of Canada; at least to what they were
before the last Act of Parliament, in 1774, if not to a still
more contracted state, on an ancient footing. Fourthly, A
freedom of fishing on the banks of Newfoundland and else-
where, as well for fish as whales.”

The advisable articles, or such as Franklin, as a friend,
recommended England to offer, were, first, To indemnify
many people who had been ruined by towns burnt and de-
stroyed. The whole might not exceed five or six hundred
thousand pounds. This sum, he thought great. “ How-
ever,” the doctor said, ¢ though it was a large sum, yet 1t
would not be ill bestowed, as it would conciliate the re-
sentment of a multitude of poor sufferers, who could have
no ather remedy, and who, without some relief, would keep
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over to Paris, and he and Mr Fitzherbert united their forces
with Mr Oswald to push these points with all their might.
At this time Mr Adams had joined his colleagues, having
arrived in Paris near the end of October, 2 month before
the treaty was signed. Coming fresh to the conflict, he
exerted himself on every point with his usual ardour and
energy ; and the British claim to the fisheries, in particular,
was resisted by him with great strength of argument and a
determined spirit.

Ultimately, after lengthened and profound discussions on
every essential point, the treaty was finally arranged to the
satisfaction of all, and it was signed at Paris by both parties
in due form on the 3oth of November 1782. It was ap-
proved and ratified by Congress, and received with joy by
the people; and the commissioners had the satisfaction
which has rarely fallen to the lot of negotiators, of finding
their work applauded by the unanimous voice of a whole
nation.

The most remarkable circumstance attending the treaty
of peace remains to be noticed. The American envoys not
only negotiated it without consulting the court of France,
but signed it without their knowledge, notwithstanding they
were pointedly instructed by Congress “to make the most
candid and confidential communications upon all subjects
‘0 the ministers of our generous ally, the King of France,
and to undertake nothing in the negotiations for peace or
truce without their knowledge and concurrence ;” and not-
withstanding the pledge in the treaty of alliance, * that nei-
ther of the two parties should conclude either truce or peace
with Great Britain without the formal consent of the other
first obtained.” It is true that the treaty was only provi-
sional, and was not to be ratified until France had likewise
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not yield to them, and that the war would be protracted on
this account, after all the other powers had gained their
ends and were desirous of peace. But it was suspected
that France could have no other aim than to secure certain
advantages to herself at the expense of the Americans. If
such a scheme had been formed, would not the French
ministers have been silent till the time of action, instead of
making their sentiments known, as they did, openly and
on many occasions during the war, both in America and
in France?

Whilst the treaty was in course of negotiation, Count
de Vergennes and Dr Franklin entered into a contract, on
the 16th of July, fixing the time and manner of paying the
loans which -the United States had received from France.
The amount of these loans was then eighteen millions of
livres, exclusive of three millions granted before the treaty
of alliance, and the subsidy of six millions heretofore
mentioned. These nine millions were considered in the
nature of a free gift, and were not brought into the account.
By the terms upon which the eighteen millions had been
lent, the whole sum was to be paid on the 1st of January
1788, with interest at five per cent. As it would be in-
convenient, if not impracticable, for the United States to
refund the whole at that time, the King of France agreed
that it might be done by twelve annual payments, of a
million and a half of livres each, and that these payments
should not commence till three years after the peace. All
the interest which had accrued, or which should accrue pre-
viously to the date of the treaty of peace, amounting to
about two millions of livres, was relinquished, and it was
never to be demanded. This arrangement was generous
on the part of the King, and highly advantageous to
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the remainder of his days in the bosom of his family. This
increased upon him so much, that he repeatedly and ear-
nestly solicited his recall. Deeming his services of great
importance to his country, Congress delayed to comply with
his request, and he submitted patiently to their decision.
When he first asked permission to retire, he meditated a tour
into Italy and Germany. Through his friend, Dr Ingenhousz,
physician to their Imperial Majesties, he received flattering
compliments from the Emperor, and an invitation to visit
Vienna. But he now found himself unable, from the infir-
mities of age and his peculiar maladies, to undergo the
fatigues of so long a journey; and his only hope was,
that he might have strength to bear a voyage across the
Atlantic.

At length his request was granted, and Mr Jefferson was
appointed to succeed him as minister plenipotentiary in
France. He left Passy on the 12th of July in the Queen’s
litter, which had been kindly offered to him for his journey
to Havre de Grace. This vehicle was borne by Spanish
mules, and he was able to travel in it without pain or
fatigue. Some of his friends accompanied him, and he slept
the first night at St Germain. On the journey he passed
one night at the chateau of the Cardinal de la Rouchefou-
cauld, and another in the house of M. Holker at Rouen ;
and he received civilities and complimentary visits from
many of the inhabitants at different places. The sixth day
after leaving Passy he arrived at Havre de Grace.

From that port he passed over in a packet-boat to South-
ampton. Here he was met by Bishop Shipley and his
family, Mr Benjamin Vaughan, Mr Alexander, and other
friends whom he had known in England. He also found
here his son William, whom he had not seen for more than
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tulation were sent to him from all parts of the
country. General Washington and Mr Jay were
among the first to welcome him on this occaion. The As-
sembly of Pennsylvania was then in session, and, the day
after he landed, an address was presented to him by that
body, in which they congratulated him in the most cordial
manner on his safe return. “We are confident,” they
observe, *that we speak the sentiments of this whole coun-
try, when we say, that your services, in the public councils
and negotiations, have not only merited the thanks of the
present generation, but will be recorded in the pages of
history, to your immortal honour. And it is particularly
pleasing to us, that, while we are sitting as members of the
Assembly of Pennsylvania, we have the happiness of wel-
coming into the State a person who was so greatly instru-
mental in forming its free constitution.” This was followed
by similar addresses from the American Philosophical
Society, and the Faculty of the University of Pennsyl-
vania. To all of them he returned brief and appropriate
answers.

From some of his letters it would appear, that, when he
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the important scenes of life, I shall not live to se, and I
cannot jforesece. 1 therefore enjoy among them the present
hour, dand leave the future to Providence.” Much of his
time was devoted to the society of those around him, and of
the numerous visitors whom curiosity and respect prompted
to seek his acquaintance. His attachments to the many
intimate friends he had left in Europe were likewise pre-
served by a regular and affectionate correspondence, in
which are manifested the same steadiness of feeling and
enlarged benevolence, the same playfulness and charm of
style, that are conspicuous in the compositions of his earlier
years.

He was elected one of the delegates from Pennsylvania
to the convention for forming the constitution of the Unite¢)
States, which met at Philadelphia in May 1787, and cor
tinued in session four months. Although he was now iu
the eighty-second year of his age, and at the same time
discharged the duties of President of the State, yet he
attended faithfully to the business of the convention, and
entered actively and heartily into the proceedings. Several
of his speeches were written out and afterwards published.
They are short, but well adapted to the occasion, clear,
logical, and persuasive. He never pretended to the accom-
plishments of an orator or debater. He seldom spoke in a
deliberative assembly except for some special object, and
then briefly and with great simplicity of manner and lan-
guage. _

After the members of the convention had been together
four or five weeks, and made very little progress in the
important work they had in hand, on account of their un-
fortunate differences of opinion and disagreements on
essential points, Dr Franklin introduced a motion for daily
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all his mental faculties, notwithstanding his age. His man-
ners are perfectly easy, and everything about him seems to
diffuse an unrestrained freedom and happiness. He has an
incessant vein of humour, accompanied with an uncommon
vivacity, which seems as natural and involuntary as his
breathing. He urged me to call on him again, but my
short stay would not admit. We took our leave at ten, and
I retired to my lodgings.”

Dr Franklin’s third and last year’s service, as President of
Pennsylvania, expired in October 1788. After that time he
held no public office, although he was often consulted on
public measures.

Some little difference took place between Franklin and
Congress at this time about financial matters. Congress
evinced some hesitation in passing his accounts, and his
sensibility seems to have been keenly wounded. The
accounts were never settled, nor was any allowance made
for what he conceived to be equitable demands for extra-
ordinary services,

The zeal with which he had promoted the first establish-
ment of an academy in Philadelphia, forty years before, was
revived during the last year of his life. He believed that
the intentions of the original founders had not been fulfilled
in regard to the English school connected with that insti-
tution, and that the study of Greek and Latin had gradually
gained too great an ascendancy. He wrote a long and very
interesting paper, in which he sketched a history of the
Academy, with an account of the transactions of its founders
and early supporters, claiming a larger attention than had
hitherto been given to English studies, as well on the ground
of utility as on that of the state of learning in modern times.
Committees occasionally met at his house. One evening
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attending it till the third or fourth day, when he complained
of a pain in his left breast, which increased till it became
extremely acute, attended by a cough and laborious breath-
ing. During this state, when the severity of his pains drew
forth a groan of complaint, he would observe, that he was
afraid he did not bear them as he ought ; acknowledging his
grateful sense of the many blessings he had received from
the Supreme Being, who had raised him, from small and
low beginnings, to such high rank and consideration among
men ; and made no doubt but that his present afflictions
were kindly intended to wean him from a world in which he
was no longer fit to act the part assigned him. In this
frame of body and mind he continued until five days before
his death, when the pain and difficulty of breathing entirely
left him, and his family were flattering themselves with the
hopes of his recovery; but an imposthume which had
formed in his lungs suddenly burst, and discharged a
quantity of matter, which he continued to throw up while
he had power; but, as that failed, the organs of respiration
became gradually oppressed ; a calm, lethargic state suc-
ceeded; and on the 17th instant (April 1790), about
eleven o’clock at night, he quietly expired, closing a long
and useful life of eighty-four years and three months.”

The funeral solemnities, which were of the most imposing
character, and at which no less than 20,000 people were pre-
sent, took place on the 21st of April. All the bells of the city
were muffled and tolled ; the flags of the vessels in the har-
bour were raised half-mast high ; and discharges of artillery
announced the time when the body was laid in the earth.
Franklin was interred by the side of his wife, in the cemetery
of Christ’s Church. A plain marble slab covers the two
graves, according to the direction in his .will, with no
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to persons of every rank in life. 'With his intimate friends
he conversed freely; but with strangers and in mixed
company he was reserved, and sometimes taciturn. His
great fund of knowledge, and experience in human affairs,
contributed to give a peculiar charm to his conversation,
enriched as it was by original reflections, and enlivened by a
vein of pleasantry, and by anecdotes and ingenious apo-
logues, in the happy recollection and use of which he was
unsurpassed.

The strong and distinguishing features of his mind were
sagacity, quickness of perception, and soundness of judg-
ment. His imagination was lively, without being extrava-
gant. In short, he possessed a perfect mastery over the
faculties of his wunderstanding and over his passions.
Having this power always at command, and never being
turned aside either by vanity or selfishness, he was enabled
to pursue his objects with a directness and constancy that
rarely failed to ensure success. It was as fortunate for the
world as it was for his own fame, that the benevolence of
such a man was limited only by his means and opportuni-
ties of doing good, and that, in every sphere of action,
through a long course of years, his single aim was to pro-
mote the happiness of his fellow-men.
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*.* This volume is a further da‘ralcﬁ:mant of the idea which sug-
gested the companion volume, ‘ Men of History.’

7. 0ld World Worthies; or, Classical Biography. Selected from
PrLuTarcH'S L1vEs,
8. Epoch Men, and the Results of their Lives. By Samuel Neil.
9. The Mirror of Character. Selected from the Writings of
OvERrRBURY, EARLE, and BUTLER.
10. The Improvement of the Mind., By Isaac Watts, D.D.
11. The Man of Business considered in Six Aspects. A Book for
Young Men.
12. Gold-Foil, Hammered from Popular Proverbs. By Timothy
Tircoms (J. G. HOLLAND). :
13. The Life of Nelson. By Robert Southey, LL.D. With
Biography of the Author.
14, The Highways of Literature; or, What to Read and How to
Read. By Davip Prypg, MLA., LL.D., F.R.5.E, F.8.A. Scot.
15. Round the Grange Farm; or, Good Old Times. By Jean L.
W ATsoN, Author of * Bygone Days in our Village,' ete.
16. Stories about Boys. By Ascott R. Hope, Author of ‘Stories
of Behool Life, *My Schoolboy Friends,’ ete. ete.
17. George’s Enemies: A Bequel to ‘My Schoolboy Friends.’
By Ascort R. Hopg, Author of ‘Stories about Boys,’ ete.
18. The Spanish Inquisition: Its Heroes and Martyrs. By Janet
Gorpon, Author of ¢ Champions of the Reformation,’ ete.
19. Wild Animals and Birds: Curious and Instructive Stories
about their Habits and Sagacity, With numerous lllustrations
' by Wour, the eminent Artist.
20. Rupert Rochester, the Banker's Son. A Tale. By Winifred
Tavroi, Author of * Btory of Two Lives, eto.
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NIMMO’S HALF-CROWN REWARD BOOKS.

Small crown 8vo, cloth elegant, gilt edges, Illustrated, price 2&. 6d.

each. In wo new designs, with gold, silver, and ink.

™ i e T

1. Memorable Wars of Scotland. By Patrick Fraser Tytler,

YO s o

i

10,
11,
12.

13.
14.

I5.
16.

7.
18.

19.

F.R.B.E., Author of ‘* The History of Beotland,’ ete. .
Beeing the World: A Young Bailor’s own Story. By

i}lugam NorpHOF¥, Author of * The Young Man-of-War's-
an.’' '

The Martyr Missionary: Five Years in China. By
Rev. OsarLEs P. Buse, M.A.

My New Home : A Woman's Diary.

Home Heroines: Tales for Girls, By T. 8. Arthur,
Anuthor of * Life's Crosses,’ eto.

Lessons from Women's Lives. By Sarah J. Hale,

The Roseville Family, A Historical Tale of the
Eighteenth Century. Dy Mrs. A. 8. Orr, Author of * Mountain
Patriots,’ ete.

Leah, A Tale of Ancient Palestine. Illustrative of
the Btory of Naaman the Byrian. By Mrs. A. B. Orr.

Obampions of the Reformation: The Stories of their

Lives. By JAmr Gorpos.

The History of Two Wanderers; or, Oast Adrift,

The Vicar of Wakefield, By Oliver Goldsmith.,

The Miner's Son, and Margaret Vernon. By M, M,
PoLLarp, Author of ‘The Minister's Daughter,’ eto. eto. '

How Frank began to Olimb the Ladder. By Charles |
Bruce, Author of ‘Lame Felix,' ete. '

The Golden Oountry ; or, Oonrad and the Princess. A
Tale for the Young. By James Mason.

Aunt Ann's Stories. Edited by L. Loughborough,

The Snow-Sweepers’ Party, and the Tale of Old Tubbins.
By R. Br. Jou~x CorBeT, Author of ‘Mince-Pie Island.’

The 8tory of Elise Marcel. A Tale for Girls.

A Ohild's Corner Book : Btories for Boys and Girls, By

Ricnarp Rowg, Author of ‘ Kpisodes in an Obsoure Life,
‘Jack Afloat and Ashore,’ ete.

The Lucky Bag: Stories for the Young, By Richard
Rowxk, Author of ‘* The Tower on the Tor,’ ete.







e — i —

Selections from

NIMMO?’S

HOME AND SCHOOL REWARD BOOKS.

P i,

rooiscap Svo, Illustrated, elegantly bound in cloth extra, bevelled boards,

gilt back and side, gilt edges, price 2s. each.

e N T e T R

1. Guiding Lights: Lives of the Great and Good.

2.

4
5.
6

7.

By F. E. Cooke, Author of ¢ Footprints.’
Heroes of Charity: Records from the Lives of

Merciful Men whose Righteousness has not been Forgotten. By
James F. Coss, F.R.G.5., Author of ‘Stories of Success,’ ete.

Afloat and Ashore with Sir Walter Raleigh. By

Mrs. HaArpY (JANET Gerpox), Author of ‘Champions of the
Reformation,’ ete,

. Philip Walton ; or, Light at Last. By the

Author of ‘ Meta Franz,' ete.
The Standard-Bearer., A Tale of the Times of

Constantine the Great. By Evrrex Parmur.

. Mountain Patriots. A Tale of the Reformation

in Bavoy. By Mrs. A. 5. Orr.

Picture Lessons by the Divine Teacher; or, Illus-
trations of the Parables of our Lord. By Peter Grant, D.D.

8. Taken up: A Tale for Boys and Girls. By Alfred

WHYMPER.

9. Stories told in a Fisherman’s Cottage. By Ellen

ParmER, Author of * The Standard-Bearer,’ ete. ete.

10. Diversions of Hollycot; or, The Mother's Art of

Thinking. By Mrs. JounstoNE, Author of ‘Nights of the
Round T'able,” * Clan Albin,’ ete.

11. The King’s Highway; or, Illustrations of the

Commandments, By the Rev. Ricuarp Newrox, D.D., Author
of ¢ The Best Things,’ ete.

12. Nature’s Wonders. By the Rev. Richard Newton,

D.D., Author of ‘The King's Highway,' ete.

13. Village Tales and Sketches. By Mary Russell

Mirrorp, Author of ¢ Our Village,' ete. etc.
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NIMMO'S
Two Shilling Library for Girls.

S e o s M e T T e B B Ty T

Small erown 8vo, Hllustrated, elegantly bound in new style,
cloth extra, price 2s. each.

P g Vs T, e e T, S,

1. Life’s Crosses, and How to Meet Them. Tales for Girls. By T.
S. ARTHUR.

2. A Father’s Legacy to his Daughters, etc. A Book for Young
Women. By Dr. GreEGony.

3. Labours of Love: A Tale for the Young., By Winifred Taylor.
4. Mosadale : A Tale for the Young, By Anna M. De Iongh.

5. Jacqueline. A Story of the Reformation in Holland. By Mrs.
Harpy (Jaxer GorpoON).

6. The Minister’s Daughter, and 0ld Anthony’s Will. Tales for
the Young. By M. M. PoLLARD.

7. The Two Sisters, By M. M, Pollard.

8. A Needle and Thread : A Tale for Girls. By Emma J. Barnes,
Author of ‘Faithful and True; or, The Mother's Legacy.’

9, Nonna : A Story of the Days of Julian the Apostate. By Ellen
PALMER.

10. An Earl’s Daughter. A Story for the Young. By M. M, Pollard,
Author of *The T'wo Sisters,’ etc. etc.

11. Doing and Dreaming. A Tale for the Young. By Edward
GARRETT, Author of *Occupations of a Retired Life,’ ‘*Crooked
Places,’ ¢ By 8till Waters,' ete.

12. Vain Ambition ; or, Only a Girl. By Emma Davenport, Author
of ' Our Birthdays,' ete.
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10 Selections from

NIMMO?’S

SUNDAY AND WEEK - DAY REWARD

e B Py P P o P 0P e o

BOOKS.

Small erown 8vo, cloth extra, new bindings, Illustrated, price 1s. 6d. each

e P e P i P S M M o T ™ ™ ™ ™ e

1. The Sculptor of Bruges, By
Mrs. W. G. HaLL.

2. Christmas at the Beacon : A
Tale for the Young. By
ELLEN PALMER.

3. The Sea and the ‘Savages:

A BStory of Adveuture.
By Harovrp LincoLx.

. The Swedish Singer; or,
The Story of Vanda Rosen-
dahl. By Mrs. W. G.
HaLL.

J. My Beautiful Home; or,
Lily's Search. By CHas.
Bruce.

6. Summer Holidays at Silver-
sea. By K. RosALlE
SALMON.

. Fred Graham's Resolve. By
the Author of ‘Mat and
Sofie,” ete. ete.

. Wilton B8chool; or, Harry

(="

=]

oo

Campbell's Revenge. A
Tale. ByF.E.WEATHERLY.

9. Grace Harvey and her
Cousins,

10. Blind Mercy; and other
Tales for the Young. By
GERTRUDE CROCKFORD,

11. Evan Lindsay. By Margaret
Fraser TyTLER, Author
of *'T'ales of Good and Great
Kings,' * Tales of the Great
and Brave,' ete.

12, Harvey Sinclair; or, ALesson
for Life. By the Author
of ‘Mat and Bofie, ‘Fred
Graham's Resolve.'

13. The Boys of Willoughby
School: A Tale. By
Rosert RicaArDSON, B.A.,
Author of ‘The Cold
Shoulder,! ‘Our Junior
Mathematical Master,' ete.

NEW SERIES OF ONE SHILLING

SUNDAY-SCHOOL PRIZE BOOKS.

N N L N

% *
*

A SERIES OF SHORT STORIES, by Mrs. SHERWO0OD,
JANE TaYLOR, RicHARD Rowe, James F. Coss, F.R.G.S.,

CHARLES BRUCE, and other popular and well-known Authors.
Demy 18mo, eloth extra, new and improved binding, with Titles in silver,
and Picture on side, price 1s. each.

1. George and his Penny, by Mrs. Suerwoop; and other Tales.
2. The Young Apprentice, by JAxe TayrLor; and other Tales.

3. Faithful unto Death, b
4. My Little Teachers, an

HARLES BrUcE ; and other Tales.
other Tales.

5. Brave and True, and other Tales.

6. Emily’s Temptation, and other Tales.

7. The Negro Servant, by Rev. Leen Ricumoxp ; and other Tales.
8. The Orange Girl of 8t. Giles, and other Tales.

9. The Orange Grove, by Mrs. SuErwoop; and other Tales.

10. Little Nat, and other Tales.
11

. Learning by Experience, and other Tales.

12. The Orphan’s Friend, by James F. Coss ; and other Tales.

- A
e m—
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NIMMO'S

NINEPENNY SERIES FOR BOYS AND GIRLS.

Sgquare foolscap 8vo, with Illustrations, elegantly bound in cloth,
price 9d. each.

T e e R N L R,

THis Series of Books will be found unequalled for genuine interest and
value, and it is believed they will be eagerly welcomed by thoughtful
children of both sexes. Parents may rest assured that each Volume
teaches some noble lesson, or enforces some valuable truth.

1.

2.

3.

4,
9.
6.

T
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19,

In the Brave Days of Old; or, The Story of the Spanich
Armada. For Boys and Girls.

The Lost Ruby. By the Author of ‘ The Basket of Flowers,’
etc.

Leslie Ross ; or, Fond of a Lark. By Charles Bruce.

My First and Last Voyage. By Benjamin Clarke.

Little Eatie: A Fairy Story. « By Charles Bruce,

Being Afraid. And other Stories for the Young. By Charles
STUART.

The Toll-Keepers. And other Stories for the Young. By
BENJAMIN CLARKE.

Dick Barford: A Boy who would go down Hill. By Charles

Bruce.
Joan of Arc; or, The Story of a Noble Life. Written for

Girls.

Helen Siddal: A Story for Children. By Ellen Palmer.

Mat and Sofie: A Story for Boys and Girls.

Peace and War. By the Author of ‘ The Basket of Flowers,’
ete.

Perilous Adventures of a French Soldier in Algeria.

The Magic Glass; or, The Secret of Happiness.

Hawk’s Dene: A Tale for Children. By Katharine E. May.

Little Maggie. And other Stories. By the Author of ‘The
Joy of Well-Doing,’ ete. ete. ;

The Brother’s Legacy; or, Better than Gold. By M. M.
POLLARD.

The Little Sisters; or, Jealousy. And other Stories for the
Young. By the Author of ‘ Little Tales for Tiny Tots,’ ete.

Kate’'s New Home. By Cecil Scott, Author of °‘Chryssie
Lyle, etc.

* The distincétive features are: The subjects of each Volume have

been gelected with a due regard to Instruction and Entertainment ;
they are well printed on fine paper; they are Illustrated with Coloured
Frontispicces and beautiful Engravings; and they are elegantly bound.
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NIMMO'S ONE SHILLING FAVOURITE REWARD BOOKS.

Demy 18mo, Illustrated, cloth extra, price 1s. each; also in gilt side and edges,
price 1s, 6d. each,

I.

L

The Vicar of Wakefield.
Poems and Essays. By OLIVER
GOLDSMITH,

. BEsop's Fables, with In-

structive Applications. By Dr.
CROXALL.

. Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Pro-

gress,

The Young Man-of-War's-
Man., By CHArLes NORDHOFF,
Author of * Seeing the World.'

The Treasury of Anecdote :
Moral and Religious.

The Boy's Own Workshop;
or, The Young Carpenters. By
JAOQOB ABBOTT.

7. The Life and Adventures of

Robinson Crusoa.

8.

0.

10.

II.

I2.

I3

14.

The History of Sandford

aud Merton.

Evenings at Home ; or, The
Juvenile Budget Opened.

Unexpected Pleasures; or,
Left alone in the Holidays. By
Mrs. Georok CuprLis, Author
of * Norrie Seton,” ete.

TheBeauties ofShakespeare.
With a General Index by the
Rev. WiLLiAn Dopp, LL.D,

Gems from ‘The Spectator.’
A Selection from the most ad-
mired Writings of Addison and
Steele.

Burns' Poetical Works.
With a Complete Glossary.

The Sketch Book. By Wash-
INGTON IRVING.

i i e s e L T S L R

*s* The above Series of elegant and useful books is specially prepared for the
entertalnment and instruction of young persouns.

—

In beautiful Coloured Covers, done in Chromo-Lithography.
different Designs, very pretty and attractive,
16 pp. Each with a Frontispiece.

e T

1

NEW SERIES

PENNY REWARD BOOKS.

Try to be Happy.

2. Eyes and Ears.

3

My Little Teachers.

4. The Fourth Commandment,

B.
9.

5. A Talk about Fighting,
6.
7

Moffat's Lion Adventures.
The Little Factory Girl.
George and His Penny.
The Little Dog Trusty.

e g o e

 10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

| 18.

T T e M T e S L S U,

These may be had either separately, or in three Packets at 6d. each.

— s

_ Six
Demy 18mo,

Faithful unto Death.
Abraham's Sacrifice.
Getting on in Life.

I can do without it.

The Little Busy Bee.
TheStoryof a Day’'sPleasure.
The Lonely Lighthouse,
Little Bins.

It doesn't Matter.

= —







16 W. P, Nimmo, Hay, & Mitchell’s Catalogue.

NIMMO’S

MINIATURE LIBRARY.

S s e i S S i i S N i T

In crown 32mo, with carmine lines round each page, and neatly bound

in cloth and ya:’d price 1.-3 each.

RELIGIOUS.

SAINTLY WORDS. Being Devout Thoughts gathered
fTrum the Writings of J!L‘KE\:PLS AvGUSTINE, and JEREMY
AYLOR.

LIGHT FROM THE SACORED PAGE. Being a Religioue
Text-Book in thé very Words of Seripture.

POETRY OF CHRISTIAN LIFE "AND EXPERIENCE.

WATCHWORDS FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING. Being Good
Thoughts selected from the Best Religionus Writers.

ACROSS THE RIVER. Scriptural Views of the Heavenly
Home. By Dr. Normax MacrLeop, Dr. CaspLisH, etc.
Miniature Edition Abridged.

COUNSEL AND COMFORT FOR DAILY LIFE. Selected
from the Works of the Best Religious Writers.

GENERAL.

1. THOUGHTS FROM EMERSON. Selected by the Editor of

* Winnowings from Wordsworth.’

2. FAVOURITE ESSAYS OF ELIA (CHARLES LAMB).

-

B P

WINNOWINGS FROM WORDSWORTH. Edited by John
RoBERTSON,

PEEPS INTO PEPY'S DIARY. Edited by J. R.
GOLDSMITH'S ‘SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER.’
CHILD LORE. A BSelection of Folk Legends and Rhymes.

e —
















