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and of Pantagruel. 23

who are descended from porters of old rubbish, and from wood-
splitters. So, contrariwise, many are in poorhouses, mendicants,
outcasts, and wretches, who are descended of the blood and
lineage of great kings and emperors : the result of grand revolu-
tions of kingdoms and empires—from the Assyrians to the
Medes, from the Medes to the Persians, from the Persians to
the Macedonians, from the Macedonians to the Romans, from
the Romans to the Greeks, from the Greeks to the French.

And to give you to understand something of myself who
speak, I believe that I am descended from some rich king or
Erince of former times. For never was there man who has

ad a greater desire to be a king, and to be rich, than T have ;
so as to make good cheer, do nothing, care for nothing, and to
enrich my friends, and all honest and enlightened men. But in
this I comfort myself that I shall be happy in the othér world ;
yea, and greater than at this moment I dare wish for. As for
you, comfort yourself in distress with similar or better thoughts,
and drink freely when you can.

To return to our moutons. I maintain that, by the sovereign
gift of heaven, the genealogy and the antiquity of Gargantua
have been preserved to us more complete than any other,
except it be that of the Messias, of whom I do not speak, for -
this does not belong to me, for the devils (which are the
calumniators and capharts) would oppose me. This record was
found by John Andrew in a meadow which he had near the
arch Gualeau, under the shade of the olive-trees, on your way
to Narsay. The same when having a ditch dug, the labourers
struck with their mattocks a great tomb of brass, of immeasur-
able length; so long was it, that they never discovered the
end thereof, because that it narrowed too far into the sluices
of Vienne. On opening this tomb at a certain spot, which was
sealed on the top with the rim of a goblet, there was exhibited
a circular writing in Etrurian characters, kic bibitur, they
found nine flagons, arranged in the order that skittles were
wont to be placed in Gascony. The one which stood in the
middle covered a big, fat, great, grey, pretty, small, musty
pamph]e_et which smelled stronger, but not sweeter, than roses.

In this pamphlet, the said genealogy was found written out
at length, in a chancery hand, but the material was neither

;pf}ll', 1%01' parc?:ilient-, :'f; Wﬁ, bult elm bark, iEt so obliterated

€ nnger of time t
o diacégmed. three letters together were scarcely

I, though unworthy, was sent for thence, and, with the
assistance of spectacles, which are used in the art of deciphering
dim chg::acter, as taught by Aristotle, translated it, as you
ﬂ.ﬂae in Pantagruelising, that is to say, in drinking heartily,
and in reading the horpific acts of Pantagruel. At the
the pamphlet was ashe -t'm_,:entitle%ir “The Far
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and of Pantagruel. ol

CHAPTER XV

How Gargantua was sent to Paris, and of the Huge Mare that he
rode on ; and how she destroyed the Ou-flies of the Beauce.

IN the same season, Fayolles, the fourth king of Numidia, sent
out of the country of Africa, to Grangousier, the most hideously
oreat mare that ever was seen, and of the strangest form ; for
you know well enough how it is said that Africa always is pro-
ductive of some new thing. She was as big as six elephants,
and had her feet cloven into fingers like Julius Ceesar’s horse,
with slouch-hanging ears, like the goats in Languedoc, and a
little horn on her buttock. She was of a burnt-sorrel hue, with
a little mixture of dapple-grey spots ; but, above all, she had a
horrible tail; for it was almost every whit as great as the
steeple of Saint Mark beside Langes, and squared as that is,
with tuffs and hair-pleats, wrought within one another, just as
the beards are upon the ears of corn. _

If you wonder at this, wonder rather at the tails of the
Scythian rams, which weighed above thirty pounds each, and of
the Surian sheep, which need (if Tenaud says true) a little cart
at their heels, to bear up their tail, it is so long and hea.vE. You
country wenches have no such tails as this. She was brought
by sea in three carricks and a brigantine to the harbour of
Olone in Thalmondois. When Grangousier saw her, “Here
is,” said he, “an animal fit to carry my son to Paris. So now,
in the name of God, all will be well; he will in time be a

reat scholar: if it were not for dunces, we should all be

octors.” The next morning (after they had drunk, you must
understand), they took their journey ; Gargantua, his pedagogue
Ponocrates, and their equipage, and with them Eudemon, the
young page ; and because the weather was fair and temperate,
his father caused to be made for him a pair of dun boots ; Babin
calls them buskins. Thus did they merrily pass their time in
travelling on the highway, always making good cheer, and were
very jolly till they came a little above {}r%ea,ns. Near this place
there was a forest of five and thirty leagues long, and seventeen
in breadth, or thereabouts. This forest was most horribly
fertile and copious in doorflies and wasps; so that to such an
extent that it was a very purgatory for the poor mares, asses,
and horses. But Gargantua’s mare did avenge herself hand-
somely of all the outrages therein committed upon beasts of her
g;a]ity, and that by a trick of which they had no suspicion ;
for, as soon as ever they were entered into the said forest, and
the wasps had given tﬂ’e assault, she drew out her tail, and
therewith skirmishing, did so sweep them, that she overthrew
all the wood along and athwart, here and there, this way and


















and of Pantagruel. a7

zers, which keeps warm the belly-tabret; or round breeches
with straight cannions, having in the seat a piece like a cod’s
tail ; all which considered, for fear of over-heating his reins, he
cansed to be given him seven ells of white cloth for the linings.
The wood was carried by the porters, the masters of arts carried
the sausages and the dishes (d7s/), and Master Janotus himself
would carry the cloth. One of the said masters called Jousse
Bandouille showed him that it was not seemly nor decent for
one of his degree and quality to do so, and that therefore he
should deliver it to one of them, “ Ha,” said Janotus, * block-
head, blockhead, thou dost not conclude in modo et figura; for
lo, to this end serve the SwFpmﬂiom et Parva Logicalia. Pan-
nus pro quo supponit #” “Confuse,” said Bandouille, “et dis-
tributive” “1 do not ask thee,” said Janotus; “ blockhead,
quomodo supponit, but pro quof It is blockhead, pro tibiis mes,
and therefore I will carry it, Egomet, sicut suppositum portat
appositum ;” so did he carry it away very close and covertly, as
Patelin the buffoon did his cloth. The best was, that when this
cougher, in a full assembly held at the Mathurins, had with
great confidence demanded his breeches and sausages, and that
they were flatly denied him, because he had them of Gargantua,
according to the informations thereupon taken ; he showed them
that this was gratis, and out of pure liberality, by which they
were not in any sort quit of their promises. Notwithstanding
this, it was answered him, that he should be content with reason,
without expectation of any other bribe there, * Reason ?” said
Janotus. “ We use none of it here. Unlucky traitors, you are
not worth the hanging. The earth bears not more arrant vil-
lains than you are. T know it well enough ; halt not before the
lame. I have Erant:ised wickedness with you. By God’s rattle,
I will inform the king of the enormous abuses that are forged
here, and carried on underhand by you, and let me be a leper
if he do not burn you alive like bougres, traitors, heretics, and
seducers, enemies to God and virtue.”

At these words they framed articles against him ; he on the
other side gave them notice to appear. In fine, the process was
retained by the court, and there it is still. The magisters
hereupon made a vow never to cleanse themselves again,
Master Janotus, with his adherents, vowed never to blow their -
noses until judgment was given by a definitive sentence.

By reason of those vows they continue dir? and snotty to
this day ; for the court hath not yet fully looked into all the

rocee 1n1g'a. Judgment is not like to be declared till the next
reek calends; that is to say, never. So you find that they
do more than Nature, and contrary to their own articles. The
Articles of Paris declare that to God alone belongs infinity,
Nature produces nothing that is immortal, for she puts an end
and period to all things produced by her, Omnia orta cadunt, ete.






and of Pantagruel. 59

ap of the fat of the beef-pot, laid upon bread, cheese, and
chopped parsley strewed together. Ponocrates showed him
that he ought not to eat so soon after rising out of his bed,
unless he had performed some exercise beforehand. _ Gargantua
answered, * What | have not I sufficiently well exercised myself ?
I have rolled myself six or seven turns in my bed, before I
rose; is not that enough? Pope Alexander did so,* by the
advice of a Jew, his physician, and lived till his dying day, in
despite of his enemies. My first masters have used me to it,
saying, that to eat breakfast made a good memory ; in order to
this, they drank first. Iam very well after it, and only dine the
better. And Master Tubal (who was the first licentiate at
" Paris) told me that it was not enough to run apace, but to set
forth betimes ; so the total welfare of our humanity doth not
depend upon drinking, switter-swatter like ducks, but in being
at it early in the morning ; Unde versus,

“ Lever matin west point bonheur,
Boire matin est le meillewr.”

“To rise betimes is no good hour,
To drink betimes is better sure.”

After he had breakfasted well he went to church, and they carried
to him, in a great basket, a huge thick-covered breviary, weigh-
ing, what in grease, claacfs, parchment, and cover, little more or
less than eleven hundred and six pounds. There he heard six-
and-twenty or thirty masses. And there came to the same
lace his matin-mumbler, muffled up about the chin, like a
Eonp, and his breath pretty well antidoted with the vine-tree
syrup. With him he mumbled all his #kiréels, which he so
curiously thumbed and fingered, that there fell not so much as
one beag of them to the ground. In departing from the church,
they brought him, upon a dray drawn with oxen, a confused
heap of patinotres of Saint Claude, every one of the bigness
of a hat-block ; and sauntering along through the cloisters,
ﬁal.leriea, or garden, he riddled over more of them than sixteen
ermits would have done. He then studied some paltry half-
hour, with his eyes fixed upon his book ; but, as the comed
has it, his soul was in the kitchen. Pissing then a whole potfull,
he sat down at table ; and being naturally phlegmatic, he began
his meal with some dozens of hams, dried neats’ tongues,
botargos, sausages, and such other forerunners of wine, Mean-
while, four of his folks did cast into his mouth, one after

* Pgpe Alexander did so. This must be meant of Pope Alexander V., a great
crammer, and a8 great a r, 8ays his historian, Theodoric de Niem (1. 2, c. 33).
This pontiff, being unable to sit up (he was grown so corpulent and heavy),
Marsitius of Parma., his fhiah:iap, prescribed him a wench to frisk and gambol it
together a-bed now and then by way of exercise, and in this posture the holy
Inther was one day surprised by company, who unexpectedly came to see him.


















and of Pantagruel. 65

otbers. They repeated these things many times, and to be
more certain they caused the very books to be brought to the
table. And so perfectly did he retain in his memory the things
above said, that in those days there was not a physician that
knew half so much as he. Afterwards they conferred on the
lessons read in the morning, and ending their repast with some
conserve or marmalade, he picked his teeth with mastie tooth-
pickers, washed his hands and eyes with fair fresh water, and
ave thanks to God in some neat hymn made in the praise of
the divine bounty and munificence. This done, they brought
in cards, not to play, but to learn a thousand pretty tricks and
new inventions, which were all based upon arithmetic. By this
means he fell in love with that science, and every day after
dinner and supper he passed his time in it as pleasantly as he was
wont to do at cards and dice ; so that at last he understood so
well both the theory and practical part thereof, that Tunstal,
the Englishman, who had written very largely on that subject,
confessed in good truth, that, in comparison of him, he under-
stood no more High Dutch.

And not only in that, but in the other mathematical sciences,
such as geometry, astronomy, and music. In waiting on the
concoction, and attending the digestion of his food, they made
a thousand pretty instruments and geometrical figures, and did
in some measure practise the astronomical canons.

After this they recreated themselves with singing, in four or
five parts, or upon a set theme or random motif, as it best
pleased them ; in matter of musical instruments he learned to
play the lute, the virginals, the harp, the all-man flute with
nine holes, the viol, and the sackbut. This hour thus spent, and
digestion finished, he purged his body of natural excrements ;
then betook himself to his principal study for three hours
together or more, as well to repeat his morning lectures as to pro-
ceed in the book he had in hand, as also to write neatly, to draw
and form the antique and Roman letters. This done they went
abroad, accompanied by a young gentleman of Tourain, named
the Esquire Gymnast, who taught him the art of riding. Chang-
ing then his clothes, he rode a Naples courser, a Dutch roussin, a
Spanish gennet, a barbed or trapped steed, then a light fleet
horse, to whom he gave a hundred carieres, made him' go the
high lgtga, bounding in the air, free the ditch with a skip, leap
over a stile or pale, turn short in a ring, both to the right and left.
There he broke not his lance. It is the greatest foolery in the
world to say I have broken ten lances at tilt or in fight. A
carpenter can do as much. But it is a glorious and praise-
worthy action to overthrow ten enemies by breaking one lance,
Therefore with a sharp, stiff, strong, and well-steeled lance
would he usually force up a door, pierce a harness, beat down a
tree, carry away the ring, lift up a cuirassier saddle, with the
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and of Pantagruel, 69

painting or sculpture, or brought into use the antique play of
Tables, as Leonicus has written it, and as our good friend
Lascaris plays at it. _

In playing, they examined the passages of ancient authors,
wherein the said play is mentioned, or any metaphor drawn
from it. Similarly they went to see the working of metals, or
the casting of great ordnance; how the lapidaries worked, as
also the goldsmiths, and cutters of precious stones: nor did
they omit to visit the alchymists, money-coiners, upholsterers,
weavers, velvet-workers, watchmakers, looking-glass framers,
printers, organists, dyers, and other such kind of artificers, and
everywhere giving them somewhat to drink, learned and con-
sidered the industry and invention of the trade.

They went also to hear the public lectures, the solemn com-
mencements, the repetitions, the declamations, the pleadings of
the lawyers, and sermons of evangelical preachers.

He went through the halls and places appointed for fencing,
and there tried against the masters themselves all weapons, and
showed them by experience that he knew as much in it as (yea
more than) they. And, instead of rusticating, they visited the
shops of druggists, herbalists, and apothecaries, and carefully
considered the fruits, roots, leaves, gums, seeds, the grease and
ointments of some foreign parts, as also how they did adulterate
them. He went to see the jugglers, tumblers, mountebanks,
and considered their cunning, their shifts, their somersaults,
and smooth tongue, especially of those of Chauny in Picardy,
who are naturally great praters, and skilful concocters of fibs, in
matter of green apes.

Returning home, they eat supper more soberly than at other
times, and meats more desiccative and extenuating ; to the end,
that the intemperate moisture of the air, communicated to the body

a necessary confinity, might by this means be corrected ; and
that they might not receive any inconvenience for want of their
ordinary bodily exercise.

Thus was Gargantua governed, and kept on in this course
from day te day, and profited, as you understand such a young
man of his age and good sense, so kept to his exercise. Thi
although at the beginning it seemed difficult, became a little
after so sweet, 80 easy, and so delightful, that it seemed rather
the recreation of a king than the study of a scholar. Never-
theless, Ponocrates, to divert him from this vehement intension
of the spirits, thought fit, once in a mouth, upon some fair and
clear day, to go out in the city betimes in the morning, either
towards Gentilly or Boulogne, or to Montrouge, or Charenton
bridge, or to Vanves, or St Clou, and there spend all the da
long in making the greatest cheer that could be daviaecf;
sporting, making merr drinking a certain quantity, playing,
singing, dancing, tumbling in some fair meadow, unnestling

e L


















































































































and of Pantagruel. 107

run after the troops to get some booty and plunder, and were
always looking towards the valley towards which they were
going. Farther, he syllogised, saying, “These men are badly
skilled in matters of war, for they have not required my parole ;
neither have they taken my sword from me.” Suddenly he
drew his long sword, wherewith he gave the keeper which held
him on the right side such a sound slash, that he cut clean
through the jugular veins and the sphagitid arteries of the neck,
with the gargareon, even unto the two adenes, and redoublin
the b]ow,%&e opened the spinal marrow between the second &ng
the third vertebrze ; there fell down that keeper stark dead to
the ground. Then the monk, reining his horse to the left, ran
upon the other, who seeing his fellow dead, and the monk to
have the advantage of him, cried with a loud voice, *“ Ah, my
lord prior, quarter ; I yield, my lord prior, quarter, quarter ;
my good friend, my lord prior.” And the monk cried likewise,
“ My lord posterior, my friend, my lord posterior, you shall have
it upon your posteriorums.” * Ha,” said the keeper, “ my lord
rior, my dear lord prior, I pray God make you an abbot.”
‘By the habit,” said the monk, “ which I wear, I will here
make you a cardinal. What do you use to pay ransoms to
religious men ; you shall have now a red hat of my giving.”
And the fellow cried, “ Ha, my lord prior, my lord prior, my
lord abbot that shall be, my lord cardinal, my lord 4ll. Ha,
ha, hes, no, my lord prior, my good little lord prior, I yield,
render, and deliver myself up to you.” “ And I deliver thee,”
said the monk, “to all the devils in hell ;” then at one stroke
he struck off his head, cutting his scalp upon the temple bones
and lifting up the two, brigmatis, together with the sagittal
commassure, as also a great part of the coronal bone; by which
terrible blow likewise he cut the two meninges, and made a deep
wound in the two posterior ventricles of the brain, so that the
cranvwm remained hanging upon his shoulders by the skin of the
pericraniwm behind, in form of a doctor's bonnet, black without
gl'ndd,md within, Thus fell he down also to the ground stark
ea

And presently the monk gave his horse the spur, and kept
the way that the enemy held, who had met with Gargantua
and his companions in the broad highway, and were so
diminished of their number, for the enormous slaughter that
Gargantua had made with his great tree amongst them, as
also Gymnast, Ponocrates, Eudemon, and the rest, that they
begn to retreat disorderly, and in great haste, as men alto-
gether affrighted, and troubled in both sense and understand-
ing ; and as if they had seen the very proper species and form
of death before their eyes ; or, rather, as when you see an ass
with a gad-fiy under his tail, or fly that stings him, run hither
aud thither, without keeping any path or way, throwing down
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