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ERRATA.

20, tenth line from hottom, “ Andrews,” omitted aftor © of "
41, seventh line from top, read « M‘Cluney,” for “ M‘Clune.”
35, seventeenth line omitted, as follows: *£0600, a large sum, when we reflect
that the average income only™
SDIX, page v, omitted the names of “*Rohert
tomley, merchant,” in 1847,
page xxii, the sums in the firsg table, for 1850, are transposed,
read “ For Diet, £512 16 9, Total, 1,006 8 10.”
» In second table, heading, for « LB45" read “ 1815
1 i opposite 1843, the figures 70" in
and the two suceeeding shonld be lowered one line,

Wright,” in 1843, and W. Bot-

They should

deaths column omitted,
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PREFALGE.

(}W' many of the few hundreds who give their annual mite to the
.FJ & ¥

s support of the BeLrast GENERAL Hospiraw, are aware of the immense
amount of relief which this Charity has afforded since the period of its foun-
dation—of the existing invaluable benefits which are freely bestowed upon
the town through its incessant operations—of the numbers of honest, hard-
working artizans and toiling labourers, whose deseent into the abyss of irre-
claimable poverty, its friendly hand has timely prevented? © Few and far
between,” we fear, are, indeed, those who can appreciate the almost bound-
less extent of its charity. Those who, like ourselves, have almost lived about
it, may possess a fair idea of its never-ceasing utility ; but the mass who
may know at the most that there & such an Institution, how can they con-
ceive of its paramount importance ?

A few of its warm friends, upon our proposing to draw up a sketeh of its
history, with a view of supplying the desideratum referred to, and as an addi-
tional attraction to the approaching Fete, instituted in becoming commemo-
ration of the most gracious consideration of our Queen, on the oceasion of
her memorable visit in 1849, most cordially accepted the proposal, and be-
came responsible for its risk. Encouraged by this auspicious acceptance,
we joyfully proceeded with the work—most laborious as it was—and though
much pressed in consequence of our professional avocations, we had the
satistaction to witness its completion in time for the event with which it was

originally associated,




Under these cireumstances the work appears. We are conscious of
many short-comings and many imperfeetions; but aiming at a plain
inst.ruc,tive record of actual facts, rather than a complete and studied
treatize, we have not invited criticism so much as sjrmllmt.hy with our object.
At the same time, we trust the general, as well as the professional, reader
will find matter to interest and improve, as well as to satisfy a pardonable
curiosity. .

Though confessedly a work purporting to be a history of the General
Hospital and the principal Medical Institutions of the town, yet we have
taken the liberty of incorporating with it a chronological record of interest-
ing events, as illustrative of the progress and growing prosperity of Belfast
from the earliest times. It is expeeted that to many, to whom Hospital affairs
may seem dull and unprofitable, this feature will be looked upon with great
interest.  Many names among the bye-gone schemes and the departed
worthies of the past will, doubtless, call up ¥ the memory of other days,” with
a touching interest which no other event could so vividly revive. There is
even a melancholy pleasure in contemplating the lives of those with whose
names and deeds some stirring incidents or some memorable era is associated ;
end still more is this feeling enhanced, when we connect these names and

events with the gradual development of a great city.

Inasmuch as the whole value of such a work as this, depends upon its
strictly authentie character, we have spared no exertions to render it, in all
respects, trustworthy. In the compilation of such a vast mass of mate-
rials, it would be strange, indeed, if several—nay, many—events (which to
some may be deemed important) have been overlooked : nevertheless, we
feel satisfied, from the result of a careful scrutiny, that no decidedly sig-

nificant circumstance in connexion with our subject hias been omitted.

The Engravings have been furnished by Mr, Thompson, Castle-Street, and

e e ———— —— e . R e
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Mr. M¢Comb, High-Strect; and the Lithographs are from the establishments “

of Mr. William Beattie, Rosemary-Street, Messrs. Lamont, Donegall-Place,
| W.&G. Agnew, Arthur-Square, and Mr. W. Hall. They do great eredit to

the rizsing improvement of the town, in this particular branch of design ; and |

it is worthy of mention, that, in consideration of the charitable object of the

|
i' work, they have been supplied without the usual pecuniary profit. As l

regards the printing and binding of the volume, the work speaks for itself.

Considering the limited time in which the book was got up, it is a remark-

|
.)‘ " able example of Belfast enerey, skill, and enterprise combined.

Having now sufficiently, it is hoped, explained the purpose and design of
| this work, it only remains for us to express a hope, that it may be conducive, |
| even in o moderate degree, to draw an enlarged sympathy towards our chief
Medical Charity, raise up supporters among e/l our respectable families, and |
gather around it such a phalanx of strength, that the Managing Committee
and Medical Staff’ may never again have to complain of the apathy of the
J public. Apathy towards an Institution which carries blessings directly or
indirectly to every man’s household! Can such be said of noble, generous
Belfast, whose philanthropy, ere now, was a world’s theme? Alas! it is

too true. Let it, then, be the duty of one and all to wipe away this foul

| stain upon our city’s history, by rallying around this Charity, and establish- |
ing it, for the future, beyond all chance of neglect. ,

’
9
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THE

History of Delfast,

TE TILL 1728,

T e

MEMORABILIA ANNORUM.

1178 The Forr of Balfast destroved by John The
Conrey, from Englamd.

1210 King Johu marched an army o Balfast.

1265 T he mocting u_l"ihi:jrl! Britiah Parliament.

1272 Irish limen meotioned in the history of the
Irish Exchequer,

1315 Edward Hrues destroys the Tows of Balfust.

L350 Guspoaeder ingented.

14l Primting frapenled, lly Fausl u_iI' $J'rm!r.|:ryh

1493 America rJlmﬂerrd.

1512 Earl Kildere, Lanl Deputy of the English,
takes the CasTLE of Belfast.

1580 The Spinningjenny invented, by Jurgen, at
Brunscick,

1545 Earl Ormomd marchos to Belfast,

1050 The first book printed.

1552 The CasTLE of Boelfast gmntﬂl to m native chisf,
by Honry VILL

1550 Handolph Lans, governor of the Castle, afuey-
warda Sir Thomas Swmith, appointed by
Ouesen Flizabach.

1573 Earl of Essex visits the fortreas.

1575 Lond Dl:|ll|g Sydney encounters tle Irish

1001 E rlmfrei“";;: ol st antry

il Earl of” ne in possession of the eo ;

V6l The dofroduection of Treland’s present sfaple
arficle af dict.

1612 The town and ostates granted to Sir Arthur
Chichestor, by James 1.

L s s Friday, and

L] arkets regulated ; one held every nn

twa fakrs in August and Ootober mqn.f]n'.

141 The Basmeafr sonstructed st this period.

1642 10000 Seotch land near Corrickforgus.

1643 Lha:lles I. grants £1000) to improve |.h-a fortifi-
catlons.

1720 Houses in Bridge.sireet thatched ot this period,

1737 Barracks crectid in Barrack-strest, previously
in Cooney's-court, off Ann-strest.

1742 Belfast and Dublin stage-coach makes the ran
1 Lhires dn.j‘_'i, with 8ix horses,

1752 The first Banking Company established,

.'luil? Houses, 1,770 ; Population, 8 5490,

760 Thurot lands and reduces Cuﬁtkl‘amu:.
1778 The first Yoluntear Corps rised.
17El uTI:..-mbn:nu-mu contains 90 Houses, and 419
ubal
11782 Houses in Belfust, 2023: Population, 13,105;
l according to cenans of My, It, Hyndman,
—  Tndependence of America declared,

1784 The Irsh Manufsctore movement. Grest meat-

ing i Belfast; John O, White, M.D., Chair-

—_ l’n ll.lu.ﬂ-:un, 15,000,

1725 Willfam IV, entersd the bay az Tientenant of
the Hele,

1787 Lord Donegal presents the Co jon with &
goli chain, to ba worn by the Sovercign.

1788 The first weril coach startod between Belfast
and Dublin.

1781 Houses, 3,107; population, 18320, Ballyma-
hr:mc_ it containg 279 houses, and 1,208 inha-

itanis.

) froductory %ﬁetcﬁ;

AP

to which we have had access,

of town existed on the spot now known as BeELrast,

8 'RIDR to the year 1300, it does not appear, from any ancient records

that any settlement deserving the name
We are informed that

a fort was erected, in this locality, about the middle of the twelfth century,

and that, most probably, a long time previously, some scanty accommodation
B
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was provided for passengers travelling between the Counties of Down and
Antrim. The passage was then made, and for three hundred years afterwards,
by the ford at low water, and by ferry at high tide, Tt is o matter of doubt
among antiquarians, whether the name “BeLrast” was derived from this cir-
cumstance, or from the swampy character of the vicinity.

From the first invasion of Ireland by the English, up till 1315, which
includes a period of nearly 200 years, their sway gradually increased, though
not without frequent repulses, especially along the Eastern shore, and had,
at this time, reached a considerable portion of the North-Eastern Counties.
Annoyed by these encroachments upon their native Province, the Ulster
Chiefs endeavoured, but without success, to keep back the invading tide.
In their extremity, they sought assistance from the Scotch, who readily ac-
cepted the invitation. Accordingly, on the 2d of May, 1315, Edward
Bruce, the Scotch commander, landed, near Carrickfergus, with an army of
6,000 men, and at once proceeded, with the native forces, to devastate the
Counties of Antrim and Down, including Belfast, which was then so
considerable as to receive special mention as “a good town and stronghold.”
The English were driven within narrower limits, and the advantage thus
gained was followed up, more particularly by the clan of O'Neill, who
divided a large portion of the County Antrim amongst themselves, which they
retained, without further molestation, up till the year 1603, During this
interval, the celebrated Castle of Belfast was erected. At this time, another
ineursion of the English, under the Lord Deputy Gerald, Earl of Kildare, was
successfully made, and the destruetion of the Castle, for the first time, the
chief result, as the natives soon again regained possession, and restored the
Castle, which, however, was a second time destroyed, in a fresh invasion, in
1512.

This, also, was but a temporary victory; and it was not until Hugh
MacNeill Oge, of the clan previously mentioned, submitted, and swore
allegiance, in the year 1552, that quiet possession was given to the English.
The Earl of Tyrone, however, another of the Irish Chieftains, having been
irritated by the faithlessness of MacNeill, immediately encountered him in a
desperate conflict, in which the Earl was unsuceessful; but his object was after-
wards attained by the aid of a Scottish reinforcement, in a skirmish with which
MacNeill was killed. Iis territory was now granted to other branches of
the sept. Towards the close of the ensuing fifty years, in consequence of

s —_—— - . - I — e
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the persevering efforts of the Earl of Tyrone to keep the country against
the invader, Belfast was given up once more to the natives; and Newry, on
the one side, and Carrickfergus on the other, marked the limits of the
English Pale. The Earl was, however, eventually defeated, and a large
tract of territory was, in consequence, granted to Sir Thomas Smith, by
Queen Elizabeth, on eertain conditions, which not being fulfilled, the entire
estate was granted, in 1612, to the Lord Deputy, Sir Arthur Chichester, the
wise and faithful Councillor of James L.

The territory of the new Governor included, among other possessions, the
Castle or mansion-house, town and manor of Belfast, the districts of the Falls,
Malone, Carnmoney, Carntall, Monksland, and the Rectory of Shankhill.—
The footing of the English, now rendered secure, was considerably depen-
dent on the favourite policy of James in introducing into his recent posses-
sions English colonists,. We find that, by his aunthority, a large body of
natives of Devonshire, had been about this time brought over by Sir Arthur,
a portion of which settled in Malone. Another colony, from Lancashire
and Cheshire, likewise took up their residence near Belfast; while the Scots,
with their first minister, Edward Bryce, planted themselves at Broadisland,
and others in the County of Down, under the Hamiltons and Montgomerys.
It will be observed, therefore, that Belfast and the country around was a
distinet plantation ; and that whatever amount of prosperity it has since at-
tained, must be attributed to the improving habits of these first settlers.
The town at this period was exceedingly insignificant : the castle, the Shank-
hill ehurch, and a few scattered houses not more than deserved the appella-
tion of ““the village.” From this time forward, however, its history begins to
assume a steadily improving aspect.

The charter granted to Belfast, by James 1., and constituting Lord Chi-
chester, the newly-created Baron, his heirs, &e., Lords of the Castle, autho-
rised the formation of a corporation—a sovereign, twelve burgesses, and com-
monalty, with the privilege of sending two members to Parliament. Thomas
Vesey was the first sovereign, and Sir John Blennerhaset, Baron of the
Exchequer, and George Trevallian, Esq., were the first members. Under
this government, the town continued to grow apace, both in wealth and
commercial importance, until religious differences, and afterwards the con-
flict between the Parliament and Charles I, so occupied the inhabitants,
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that business was, for a time, almost completely suspended. His Majesty,
aware of the hostile feeling of the inhabitants, constituted Colonel Chiches-
ter, on whom he could depend, governor of Belfast, by special commission,
under the title of Earl of Donegall, and at the same time, took measures to
strengthen the town to the utmost. For this purpose, he granted £1000,
which enabled the Colonel to raise a fortifieation, plant it with cannon, and
otherwise improve the defences. Notwithstanding, the town was taken in
1644, by the Parliamentary army, under General Monroe, though rather by
stratagem than force.

Having thus aequired possession, the General permitted the Colonel’s
company to remain in the eastle, while the Colonel himself departed for
England, to lay his grievances before the King. The General now removed
the company to the neighbouring villages, a portion of which reached Newry
to reinforce the loyalists there. Soon after the arvival of the Colonel in
England, Monroe refused to give up possession until he had received direc-
tions from Scotland; and even after the arrival of Parliamentary Commis-
sioners, who were instracted to bring both the Secotch and Royal party un-
der the control of the Parlinment, he still declined.

The opposition of Monroe was met by the Parliament, who appointed
General Monk Commander of the Forces in Ulster.  Having seized Monroe,
he sent him to England, and the town was again reduced under the
Parlinmentary sway. By the death of Charles, in 1649, one of the articles
of the covenant made between the English and Scoteh, was broken ; and,
as the Parliamentary commanders had refused to acknowledge it, their
power in Ulster diminished, and Delfast was retaken by the Royal party.
Oliver Cromwell, seeing the condition of the North, about this time landed
in Ireland, and sent Colonel Venables to reduce DBelfast, and other places,
which embraced the Royal interest. e had some difficulty in effecting his
object, and it was only after a seige of four days, that a capitulation was
made. From this time, upwards of forty years snceeed, marked by no public
event of importance. Dusiness was once more resumed, and considerable trade
had sprung up, as we find that, about the years 1683-6, there belonged to the
port of Belfast sixty-seven vessels, with an aggregate burden of 3,507 tons.

At this time, it is also mentioned, that Belfast iz, for the most part, * fur-
nished with houses, little orchards, and gardens, besides a very fine park,
belonging to the Donegall family, well stored with venizon.”
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In 1688, a new charter was granted, by James IL, which raised the
number of burgesses to. thirty-five, but, at the same time, greatly curtailed
the privileges of the Corporation. The unfortunate policy of James began
now soon to be felt, even in this remote district, and the spirit of intolerance
therein exhibited was met, in all parts, by a firm and decided union of the
Protestant party. It is recorded, that the Rev. Patrick® Adair, Minister of
the First Presbyterian Congregation, and the celebrated theologian, Aber-
nethey, were despatched to the Prince of Orange, to express their satisfac-
tion on his arrival. King William had been scarcely proclaimed, however,
when the town had to yield to Jumes's adherents, until the arrival of Duke
Schomberg, who landed near Bangor, on 13th August, 1689, with an
army of 10,000 men, and soon brought the whole distriet under his sway.

In the following year, one of William's Danish reinforcements arrived ;
and, on the 14th of June, his Majesty himself’ reached the town, and was
received with the most laudatory demonstrations. IHe remained five nights
in this town, and lodged in the house of Sir William Franklin. From this
time, the blessings of peace were once more restored. The cireulation of
trade, which had been thus temporarily obstructed, again resumed its wonted
liveliness—population steadily inereased ; and we find evidence of the mer-
chant character of its inhabitants, in 1708, distinetly acknowledged.

During the reign of Queen Ann, and subsequently, the loyalty of the inha-
bitants was repeatedly expressed ; and, by their prompt measures to repel the
threatened invasions made, in the first instance, by the Pretender, and
afterwards by the French, they exhibited an attachment to the constituted
Government, without, at the same time, yielding their characteristic inde-
pendence. It was at this period that the first Volunteers were incorporated.
Thurot had landed, and reduced Carrickfergus, in 1760, and was only
prevented from falling upon Belfast by the conflicting opinions of his col-
leagues; and time having been thus secured for the levying of troops,
upwards of 5,000 men were soon enrolled, and marched upon Carrick, on
which the enemy, in alarm, moved off.

In the year 1779, on the rumour of another French invasion, the Volunteers
were again enrolled, to the number, at first, only of 340, and prezented, when
reviewed, in the following year, by the Earl of Charlemont, the appearance
of a well-disciplined corps. Reviews were held, for several years, with

amazing “ pomp and eircumstance ;” the numbers greatly increased, and, in
B2
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1781, amounted to more than 5,000 men. This movement, it may be
mentioned, was general throughout the country, and a most exiraordinary
political influence was gradually created, which exhibited itself in, first,
relieving the restrietions on trade; afterwards, in the establishment of an
independent House of Commons; and, in 1784, in the execlusive encourage-
ment of Irish manufacture. The celebrated Northern Whig Club, promoted
by the Earl of Charlemont, sprung out of the abuse of the liberty so
suddenly acquired ; but it does not appear to have, in any degree, stifled the
call for universal freedom. The commemoration of the French Revolution
was celebrated on the 14th of July, 1791, with expressions of immoderate
Joy, and was repeated in the following year with similar enthusiasm.

Hizrory smxce 1792,

March, 1793, was the date of the extinetion of the Volunteers, an event
which closely followed the report of the Secret Committee of the House of
Lords, which contained evidence of a wide-spread spirit of independence
hostile to the English Government. The proclamation against armed asso-
ciations now issued ; yet the frequent arrests and penalties consequent thereon
seemed to have made no impression, as we find it recorded that, on the 10th
of May, 1795, representatives from seventy-two assoeiations of United Irish-
men met in this town, to complete their arrangements for action. Notwith-
standing arrests for high treason were numercus in this and the following
year, on the news of the French fleet being off Bantry Bay, on January 7,
1797, the larger proportion of the inhabitants agreed to arm in defence, and
both Orange and Masonic Lodges embraced the opportunity of expressing
their loyalty. Arrests, prosecutions, and seizures of arms nevertheless con-
tinued the order of the day; and in May, 1798, martial law was proclaimed,
The rebellion broke out in earnest, and the yeomen of Belfast joined the
troops on the 12th and 13th of June, at the Battle of Ballynahinch.

The dispersion of the disaffected immediately followed, and tranquillity
was g0 far restored, that martial law was abolished in May, 1799 ; and,
when on Oectober 7th, Margnis Cornwallis visited Belfast, he received an
address in favour of the Union; and, though a few arrests continued to be
made for some time after, and an abortive rising took place in 1803, this
unfortunate era was virtually at an end.

Upon the passing of the Act of Union, in 1800, a Bill received the

S ————
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sanction of the Legislature, for the municipal government of Irish cities
and towns. By this act the government of the town, though still vested in
the sovereign and burgesses, established the appointment of Life Commis-
sioners, and a Committee of Police, to be appointed annually, the former
being authorized to regulate the paving, lighting, and cleansing of the town
as well as other matters affecting the health, safety, and comfort of the in-
habitants ; and the latter to attend to the eontracts, and the levying of taxes
for the public expenses, John Brown, Esq., was the first Sovereign under
these regulations. This regime continued in force forty years, and was
succeeded in the year 1842, by the present Corporation, which, in con-
formity with the Municipal Act of 1841, consists of a Mayor, ten Alder-
men, and thirty Councillors. George Dunbar, Ezq., was honoured with the
first mayoralty. Since the passing of the 40th George III., to the enact-
ment of the 3rd and 4th Vietoria; under which the present corporation is
established, we observe that only one act intervenes, referring to the im-
provement of the town, namely, the 56th Geo. III. This only explained
and amended a former act, but did not give any additional powers to effect
any important improvements, which were reserved for the present autho-
rities, who have, in the short space of five years, obtained, and in a great
measure carried out, the very extensive powers of three local Acts. By
these measures, a large portion of the town has been greatly improved ; new,
gpacious, and handsome streets now take the place of the densely-erowded
abodes of pestilence. Immense swamps have become substantial causeways,
New and commodious markets have been constructed, and placed under
special regulation, besides many other improvements touching the health and
safety of the inhabitants.

The foregoing constitutes a rapid sketch of the principal public events
chiefly conneeted with the early history of the town. The most interesting
portion of the annals, however, are to be found within a comparatively re-
cent period. Their number, variety, and significance, it would far exceed
the capacity of several volumes fully to record. Qur limited space will not
even permit of a brief connected view, we are, therefore, obliged to dispose
the prineipal occurrences associated with each great department of soecial
and moral progress, in the simplest form of annals which we believe will be
as convenient and useful for the reader, as it is suited to the prescribed
limits of our work.

—
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§ A HE origin of the old Established or Corporation Church is involved
{ Eﬁ in obscurity. It was located, however, on the Bilte of the present St.
George's, and existed, though in a very dilapidated state, till 1774, when it
was pulled down.

The history of the first Presbyterian house is also shadowed in tradition.
For many years it and the old Corporation Church were the only places of
public worship. Before 8t. Mary’s was built, the Catholies worshipped for
years at Friar's Bush, in the open air, and afterwards for a time in a house
in Castle-strect.

The other persuasions possess edifices of comparatively recent date.

BSTABLISHED CHURCH.

1645 0O1d Corporation Church.

1777 Bt. Anne’s Church.

1811 &t. George's Clhurch,

1838 Christ Church.

1889 Magdalene Episcopal Church.
—  Bhankhill Church,
—  Academy-street Chapel of Ease.
—  Malone Chapel of Ease.

1842 Trinity Church.

1851 &t FPaul's, .

PRESRYTERIAN CHURCIL.

1672 First (Unitarian) rebuilt, in 1717 ; rebuilt again in 1783.
1708 Second (Unitarian) rebuilt, in 1790.

1722 Rosemary-street Chureh, rebuilt in 1831,

1770 Berry-strect Church (first original Seceding,)

1792 Donegall-street Church.

1804 Covenanters (Dublin Road).

1821,

1821  Alfred-street Church (second original Seceding, formed in Commercial-courd, in ||

1827 Fisherwick-place Church).
1429  May-street Chuareli.
—  York-street Church (Primitive Seceding).
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1835
1856
“ 1837

1858
1539

1840
1842
| 1843

1851

1805
“ 15816

1520
1323
1837
1842

| 184

1783
1811

1844

I 1812
1814
1819
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Townsend-street Church.
Alfred-street Church.
Ballymaearrett Church.
Malone Church,
Ballysillan Church,
York-strect Church,
Linen Hall-street Church.
York-street Church (Unitarian).
Great George's-street Church.
College-square Church (Scotch Secession, since purchased by General Assembly).
Newtownbreda Church.
Bethel Chapel.
Crumlin Road Church.
METHODISTS.

Wesleyan Chapel, Donegall-square East (rebuilt in 1847, destroved by fire in
1848, and again built in 1849).

Wesleyan Chapel, Cotton-court.

Wesleyan Chapel, Academy-street.

Primitive Wesleyan Chapel, York-street.

Wesleyan Chapel, Frederick-street,

Wesleyan Chapel, Ballymacarrett.

Wesley-place Chapel.

Primitive Wesleyan Chapel, Donegall-place.

Melbourne-street Chapel.

ROMAN CATHOLICS,
St. Mary’s Chapel.
St. Patriek's Chapel.
Ballymacarrett Chapel.
St. Malachy's Chapel.

OTHER DENOMINATIONS,

Society of Friends, Frederick-strect.

Independent Meeting House, Donegall-street.

Baptist Meeting House, King-street.

Apostolic Church, Queen-street (sinee purchased by General Assembly).

H
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EDUCATIONAL AND LITERARY INSTITUTIONS.

Tae Belfast Academy was the first publie school of any importance esta-
blished in this town. It was founded in 1786, and had, for its first Principal,
Dr. Abererombie. The design of this seminary was to form a high school
and college where the better classes could obtain a professional or a mercantile
education, Theidea has been ably carried out by the suceessive Principals,
but it was more particularly during the management of the Rev. Dr, Bruce,
that this school attained its greatest celebrity. The youth of the north of
Ireland in particular, but also from various parts of the kingdom, flocked in
great numbers to this seat of learning ; and so ably has the Institution been
since conducted, that, although surrounded on all sides by great competing
interests, it continues to maintain an eminent position and the prestige of
its ancient reputation. Notwithstanding the facilities for complete education
which this establishment possessed, the demand for more extensive institu-
tions, which would include provision for diszeminating that species of know-
ledge so necessary for the lower classes who were engaged in manufactures,
mechanies, or agriculture, became a prevailing idea about the year 15300,
and first suggested to the friends of literature in this town the project of the
Academical Institution. By this combination of primary and high schools,
it was argued that the progress of science would be extended among the
higher ranks, and a number of teachers would alslq be brought forward, at
a cheap rate, who would diffuse information amongst the lower classes. In
orider to carry out these praiseworthy views, application was made to the
Marquis of Donegal for a grant of the required ground, in perpetuity, which
was at once agreed to. The original plan ineluded the formation of two
schools, oné suited to the cultivation of the learned professions, the other
for the ordinary branches of education. At the same time it was also pur-
posed to found lectureships, for the more advanced student. The govern-
ment of the Institution was intrusted to a president, four vice-presidents,
twenty managers, and eight visitors.

So deep was the feeling in favour of this project, that upwards of £10,000
was subseribed in fourteen days, which was afterwards increased by large
subscriptions from England, but especially India, through the exertions of the
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Marquis of Hastings, In this way, £30,000 were collected; and the building
was raised in 1810, when the proprietors became incorporated by Act of Par-
liament, and received a grant, at first, of £1,500, but afterwards, in 1834,
it amounted to £3,500. In 1836, a Medical School was superadded. For
many years, it eontinued to be the chief resort of the students of the North
of Ireland, until the withdrawal of the patronage of the General Assembly.
In 1849, the collegiate department was dissolved, having been replaced by
the establishment of the Queen’s College. It now mainly consists of a com-
bination of schools, under separate masters, and is thus similar in its arrange-
ments to the Academy.

The prineipal school for the education of the labourin o classes was founded
in 1811, and a suitable building was erected in Frederick-street, at a cost of
£2,000. Ithas been condueted, from its origin,on the plan of Mr. Lancaster.
The Brown-Square School followed, in 1812, and the National Schools, in
1829,

The first Sunday-School was established in 1802 ; but this system did not
become general till 1821, since which period, almost every Church is pro-
vided with this auxiliary.

The education of the blind was carried out on a small scale, for many
years, by Dr. Alex. M*Donnell, who originated the first school, in 1801. It
was under the direction of a blind man, and a great number of useful articles
were manufactured by the pupils. This exeellent institution, however, de-
clined; and we find no further mention of a revival till 1835, when a
Society, which had been previously formed for the instroction of the deaf
and dumb, commenced to receive the blind, The school was at first located
in one of the rooms of the Independent Meeting-House, Donegall-street,
afterwards in King-street ; and, in 1836, a building was erected in College-
street, especially for the school, which, in 1846, was superseded by the present
beautiful structure in Malone.

The first Litevary Society formed in this town dates as far back as 1778,
It was named the Society for Promoting Knowledge, It is chiefly devoted

to the accumulation of a library and the record of atmosphéric phenomena,

~ In 1801, the Belfast Literary Society was established, which met for the
reading of papers on literary and scientific subjects. In 1811, the Historic
Society was instituted for the study of general history and the British laws,

but principally for the cultivation of oratory. At this school, most of our’
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first public men were initiated in the necessary studies and qualifications for
. statesmen, and here greatest intellectual tournaments were enjoyed for many

' years. The Rhetorical Society succeeded in 1841, but never attained any- "
thing like the high position of its predecessor. The last Literary Society
that has been formed in this town is the Essayist Club, which meets monthly
for the reading of papers on literary subjects.

SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS.

Tae growth of science, as a special object of eultivation, may be said to
| date from the origin of the Literary Society, already noticed, which for
many years did good service in the cause. The names of Stephenson,
Drummond, Bruee, Richardson, and others who contributed a number of ]
| important philosophical transactions, which were published from time to
time, will be long remembered.

In the year 1806, two philosophical societies were started, viz., “ The
Society for acquiring knowledge,” which collected a library and philosophi-
cal apparatus, and met for several years in North-street, and the Galvanic
Society, which was chiefly devoted to the cultivation of a knowledge of elec-
tricity and galvanism. This latter society merged, in 1808, into the Philo-
sophical Society, which extended its views into a wider field of philosophi-
cal research. Of this society, Dr. Robert M‘Gee was the first President.
Most of these have, however, passed away, and it was reserved for the
Natural History Society to foster that amount of scientific talent that at
present obtains. Its exertions in this field have been already considerable,
and the names of Thompson, Getty, Patterson, and MacAdam, will be
sent down to posterity in honourable record. It is to be hoped that the
recent establishment of the (Queen’s College may promote the eause which
it has so ably and zealously begun.
| The Botanic Garden proprietory and its off-shoot, the Horticultural So-
ciety, evidently sprung from the increased love of natural history which
had thus arisen, and the application of Chemical science to Agriculture,
which has lately assumed a systematic form, though originating in the
| success of the society for promoting the prowth of flax in this country, must
be viewed as one of the indications of scientific progress.
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The Medical Society, since 1844, has divected more attention than for-
merly to the cultivation of the science of medicine. Interesting and valu-
able papers are discussed at its monthly meetings, and with its library and
pathological museum, there is reason to hope for important results from its

future labours.

THE PRESS.

Ix the year 1696, the art of printing was introduced into Bellust, by James
Blow and Patrick Neill, about 250 years after its invention by Faust. In
1704, they issued the first Bible ever printed in Ireland; and, in 1737, the
first Belfast newspaper appears under the imprint of Henry and Francis
Joy, at the sign of the “ Peacock,” Bridge-street, * where all manner of print-
ing business was,” (and is still, we presume,) ¥ carefully done.” The price
of the paper was 4s. 4d. per annum, to Town subseribers ; but much higher
rates were demanded in the couniry. Since the period above-mentioned,
twenty newspapers have seen the light; of these, but nine remain tfo the
present day, including the original * News-Letter,” which can now boast of
an uninterrupted series for upwards of 100 years.

Belfast has never been very famous for its publishing enterprise ; and, for
many years, Simms & M‘Intyre were the only firm capable of undertaking
the larger volumes. Of late, however, a great number of publications have
issued from the Delfast Press, and there is no doubt that it will soon equal
metropolitan proficiency in this department. 'We append a list of

NEWSPATERS AND OTHEL FUBLICATIONS.

1696 I'rinting introdueed.

1704 First Bible.

1737 News-Letter.

1741 Tublic Weekly Register, or Weekly Magazine. (Printed in Xondon, republished
in this town).

1733 The Mercury.

1792 The Northern Star.

1803 First Belfast Almanac. Smyth & Lyons.

1805 ‘The Commercial Chronicle.

1808 The Belfast Magazine.

1818 The Irishman,

1821 'The Mercantile Register

1824 The Northern Whig,
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1824 The Bushlight.
1837 The Constitntional Guardian.,
1833 Northern Herald.
1836 TUlster Times.
1537 The Churchman.

The Reformer.
1838 Christian Patriot,
1859 Vindicator.
1541 Northern Advertiser.
1842 Banner,
1844 The Protestant Jonrnal.
1845 Ulster Conservative,
1851 The Mercury.

THE FINE ARTS.

The cultivation of the Fine Arts in any community generally commences
at a late period of civilization. Its delay in Delfast must be accounted for
in a great measure by the state.of society which prevailed, up till the period
of the Union. Since then the arts of peace have superseded those of war,

The first indication of a taste for the graces of literature may be detected
among the eventsof 1791 ; this year we notice that the Theatre was erected.
Previously, it is true, theatrical performances were carried on for some years
in the other parts of the town, but no special building was raised for the
purpose until this year. By all accounts, Mr. Atkins, the first manager, was
a man of considerable eapacity, as is indeed evidenced by the admirable style
and adaptation for histrionic exhibitions, which the theatre even now pre-
sents, The celebrated Mr. Talbot suceeeded, and for many years rendered
the place celebrated through all Britain. On these boards have the most
distinguished performers appeared, and Belfast andiences have witnessed
with delight the “ Lady Macheth” of Mrs. Siddons, the * Hamiet” of John
Kemble; the * Belvidera™ of Miss O'Neill, the ¢ Virgimius” of Macready,
the “ Othello™ of Vandenhoff, &c., and not unfrequently the captivating
strains of such vocalists as Mrs. Billington, Incledon, Miss Stephens, Bra-
ham, Adelaide Kemble, Miss Romer, Sims Reeves, &c.

We next notice a desire arise for the cultivation of instrumental musie.
The Irish Harp Society was formed in 1807, under the auspices of the late Dr.
M‘Donnell.  The Earl O'Neill was, for along time, President.  Its principal
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object was to preserve the national music; and, for many years, it was the

means of instructing a number of blind harpers, several of whom remain to
l this day.

A wider field was selected by the Anacreontic Sociely, formed in 1514,
With its origin, the name of the late Dr. 8. 8. Thomson is closely associated.
For many years, this society devoted itself almost solely to instrumental musie ;
but, since the junction with it of the * Cateh and Glee Club,” in 1834, both
departments have been cultivated, At first, its meetings were held in the
! Savings-Bank, but, since 1839, in their new structure—the Music-Hall.
l Dr. Thomson was a most devoted member, and long its President. Iis sue- 5
cess was one of the great objects of his life ; and now that he is gone, many |
years may elapse before the Society can replace him. Several concerts are
held annually, which are frequently graced by the voices of the most dis-
tingnished British and Foreign vocalists, as well as instrumental performers
The Society has continued to flourish, and now numbers several hundred

members and associates.
Besides these, a Choral Society, in 1838, for the cultivation of sacred '

musie, and a Harmonic Society, for voeal practice, in 1841, have contri-
buted to spread the musical taste, which, however, is yet by no means so
general as is desivalble.

An association of Artists, belonging to Belfast and necighbourhood, was
formed, about the year 1836, for the purpose of instituting Exhibitions, and
otherwize promoting a taste for Painting, Several of thesg were held, and
contained some excellent gpecimens of Delfast talent ; but sufficient encou-
ragement not having been afforded, the Society dissolved ; and it is only
within the last year that any attempt has been made to revive the interest
in the works of the peneil. This last Exhibition, however, was so creditable, !1

and so well received, that there is every hope that a permanent society may
be established.

A kindred association was formed in 1833, for the promotion of the Fine
Arts in general, At its meetings papers are read, and works of art exhibited ;
and if zealously maintained, it may greatly contribute to the diffusion of
a proper artistic taste.

The recent formation of the Government School of Design is caleulated,
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eventually, to be of inealeulable serviee in the education of the eye, and the
training of the hand, of the masses, which will do more to inculeate a love
for the correet and beautiful than any previous provision. It is a fitting
period and place for such an institution to exist. Design and manufacture,
to prosper, must combine.

TRADES AND MANUFACTURERS.

Tue mavufaciure of Linen in Ireland is of very ancient dale, it having been
mentioned as a notional trade nearly 600 years ago. Tt was not, however,
till 1699, that the trade was established in the North. The bleaching was
a very primitive process till 1770, when Dr. James Ferguson, of Belfust,
received a premium of £300 for his improvements. The establishment of
the Linen Hall, in 1785, was the means of concentrating the business of the
North in Delfast. Damask weaving was established at Ardoyne, in 1825,
and soon acquired a high reputation, which it continues to hold. In 1830,
a greal era in the linen trade was commenced by the Mesars. Mulholland,
who have ever since maintained the highest position among the flax-spinners
of Treland.

Cotton-spinning in Belfast, dates ftom 1777, Itz introduction was effected
by K. Joy and T. M*Cabe, members of the old Poor-house Committee, who
had the process carried on for years by the inmates of that institution. DBut it
was not till 1783, that the first cotton-spinning factory was erected by
Nicholas Grimshaw, who had, about that period, settled at Whitehouse,

The Embroidercd Muslin Trade was first introduced at Donaghadee, in
1429, since which period, upwards of forty firms have been located in
Belfast.

The origin of Iron Founding in Belfast is obscure. Prior to 1798, there
are some vague notices in the old News- Letter of Founding establishments of
some antiquity. It is eertain, however, that about the year last mentioned,
the celebrated Lagan Foundry was commenced. Since this period, seven
prineipal, besides several minor establishments, have been formed. Of these,
the Soho, Belfast, York-street, Falls, and Cromac Works, deserve special
mention. At these works the heaviest description of machinery, which a
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few years ago had to be imported, is now got up in a style equal to what
the first English or Scotch houses can buast of, Other notices are annexed :

1272
1673
1699
1711
1725
1743
1749

1764
1770
1780

75
1758
1776
1777
1773
1785
1794
1798
1810
1525
1829
1830
15833
1840
1841
1847

1849

First mention of Irish linen as a manufacture.

Prohibition on French linen.

Linen trade established in Lisburn by French refugees.

Board of Trustees established.

Bleaching Machinery first constructed at Ballydrain.

Bounties on Irish linen,

Mr. F. Joy receives a grant from Parliament for improvements in the manufac-
ture of paper.

Lime used in bleaching, by Dr. James Ferguson.

Sulphurie acid used in bleaching.

Potass discovered ditto,

Chloride of Lime ditto.

Ropes and canvass first mannfactured by M“Cracken.

Glass manufacture introduced.

Cotton-spinning originated in Poor-house by R. Joy and J. M‘Cabe.

Brown Linen Hall erected.

Bail-canvass weaving.

White Linen Hall erected.

Vitriol first manufactured.

Mats, &c., manufactured at the Asylum for the Blind.

Ardoyne Damask Manufactory.

First establishment for embroidered muslin at Donaghadee.

Hemp-spinning first introduced by Messrs, Mulholland.

Bounty on Linen discontinued.

Royal Flax Society originated by Andrew Mulholland, Esq.

Twenty-five Spinning Mills (flax).

170,000 employed in the manufacture of Linen in Ulster. Annual amount of
wages, £1,200,000; capital embarked, £5,000,000,

In Belfast, there were, this year, 32 flax mills, with 812,000 spindles ; 10 cotton-
spinning factories in Ulster; and 40 firms in the sewed muslin trade in Belfast,
employing 150,000 persons.

THE HARBOUR.

Tae original Act for conducting the affairs of the Harbour was passed in
1785. New powers were given in 1831; and the recent improvements in
the approach to the Quays, especially the making of the straight cuts, which
has enabled vessels of the largest tonnage to come up close to the ware-
houses, have been made under the Act of 1841, not without, of course, a
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very heavy ontlay. Though some vessels were buili, early in the eighteenth
century, yet there was no regular Ship-yard till 1791. The increase has
since been very remarkable, amounting to six or seven-fold, in the course of
fifty years. There is now every accommodation for the building and repair
of the largest vessels ; and, lately, a vessel, of the heaviest tonnage ever built
in Ireland was launched from the Belfast Ship-yard.

The Lagan Navigation was commenced o early as 1743, and placed under
the Inland Navigation Corporation. In 1752, it was under Municipal autho-
rity, but, in 1780, fell into the possession of a Chartered Company. It
extends from Belfast, through Lisburn, to Lough Neagh, in length 22 miles;
and its construction cost upwards of £92,000.

For other items, we refer below :—

1785 Ballast Corporation, established by Act of Parliament, 25th George III.  Trofits
to go to Charitable Society.

1791 Ship-building commenced in Belfast by William Ritchie and others.

1811 Twenty vessels trade exclusively between Belfast and England.

1816 Belfast Master Mariners” Association established.

1819 First Steamboat crossed the Channel from Liverpool to Belfast.

1820 Sail-making commenced in Belfast.

1826 Graving-Dock completed, at an expense of £26,000.

1831 Act obtained by the Harbour Commissionérs, to purchase Quays and Grounds for
the Improvement of the Harbour.

1832 Dunbar’s-Dock completed, under an Act of Parliament obtained for the purpose,
in 1829, by Messrs. Holmes & Dunbar, at a cost of £35,000.

1835 2,049 vessels entered inwards, from British ports, and 1,534 cleared outwards.

1840 New Cut, or Channel, opened, commenciug at the reach below the Mile-Water, and
extending to the entrance of Dunbar's-Dock. Tt has a depth of 10 feet at low
water, and of 21 feet at high water, and cost £40,000.

1843 Harbour Receipts, £21,153 ; Expenditure, £29,572,

s Queen’s-Bridge opened to the public—eost £28,000.

1845 In the cross-chunnel trade, the number and tonnage of Sailing Vessels that
entered the port, in this year, were 3,637 ; tonnage, 236,4586. Steamers, 955 ;
tonnage, 240,917, Sailing Vessels, outwards, during the same period, 874;
tomnage, 50,081, Steamers, 969 ; tonnage, 242,452, Harbour Receipts, £24,756 ;
Delt, £155,470 ; Tilotage, £3,376.
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PROGRESS OF TRADE AND COMMERCE.

THE trade of Belfast was exceedingly inconsiderable, prior to the 18th cen-
tury, though, in-1637, it received material accession by the purchase of
the privileges of Carrickfergus, which had previously rendered that port the
favourite with shippers. The disturbances in the latter end of the 17th
century, doubtless, prevented a full development of the trade of the port
However, since 1750, it has gradually improved ; and, with the exception
of a fow years of depression, the amount of Customs and Execise has been
steadily on the increase. This is especially true in regard to the number of
vessels frequenting this port, which exceeds any other town in Ircland.
Direet communication and business are now carried on with all parts of the
civilized world, and some of the largest vessels in Britain have cleared the
Belfast customs.

The Chamber of Commerce, founded, in 1783, for the protection of trade
and forwarding measures of commercial utility, has been of essential service ;
and, since its revival in 1802, but particularly of late, it has become one of
the most important Societies in Ireland ; and, not solely confined to local
interests, it has taken an important stand in S caleulated to pro-
mote the prosperity of the country,

Prior to 1820, the merchants held *Change in a building now oceupied as
the Belfast Bank, and originally erected by the Marquis of Donegall. Here
all public meetings of the Corporation and inhabitants were held, as well as
assemblies on festive occasions. The commercial progress of the town de-
manding greater accommodation, that substantial pile, known as the Com-
mercial-Buildings, was raised, at a cost of £20,000, in 1820 ; but so rapid
has been the growth of trade and commerce “since, that even now the once
spacious Newsroom is searcely sufficiently capacious to accommodate, com-
fortably, the crowds of merchants who resort to it on 'Change days.

The transit of goods cross-channel, by steam, commenced in 1824 ; and,
in _l;he, short space of twenty-six years, upwards of sixteen steamers now
regularly ply from this port. A great accession to different departments of
trade succeeded the opening of the various Railways, the first of which was
laid from Belfast to Lisburn, in 1839 ; in short, the facilities of intercourse
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and for the transit of merchandise are now so complete, that the town bids
fair, in a little time, to rival the boasted commercial seats of the sister king-

doms. The annexed table presents a connected view of its progress in this
respect :—

1637 The special privileges of Carrickfergns sold, whereby the Shipping Trade and
Custom-House were transferred to Delfast.
1682 Tonnage, 8,307.
1600 The amount of Customs, this year, £20,000.
1740 A Trade opened with the West Indies,
1762 The first Bank opened.
1763 Customs, £32,900.
1769 The Exchange built ; cost, £4,000,
1782 Fifteen Vessels trade to France.
1788 Chamber of Commerce established.
1784 Customs, £101,876.
1800 Amount of Customs, £150,558,
There are thirty-six Tan-Yards, at this period, at full work.
1802 The Meeting of the Chamber of Commerce, after eight years’ suspension, resumed.
1810 Musling and Cottons; export value, £36,628 ; seventy-nine vessels this year;
Customs, £425,174
Total value of Exports, £2,904,590. :
1818 Amount of Customs, £250,498.
1820 Commereial-Buildings erected ; cost, £20,000.
1824 Steamboat Trade regularly established, at first with Glasgow.
1827 Tonnage of Vessels, 21,557,
1830 Savings-Bank erected.
1835 Exports, £4,341,794,
1438 Fifty Steam-Engines at full work.
Tonnage, 32,545,
1839 TUlster Railway opened.
1840 Customs, L£361,502,
1842 Tonnage of 250 vessels, 44,458, exceeding Cork and Dublin.
1844 Postage receipts, £4,802.
Customs receipts, £366,415.
1345 Customs, this year, £376,767.

SOCIETIES FOR THE AMELIORATION OF THE WORKING
CLASSES.

Tie concentration of the labouring population, in the large manufacturing
towns where, in order to satisfy the giant demands of flourishing factories,
house after house is raised, and street after street laid out without the

——
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slightest regard to any proper accommodation, or the comforts of the poor

| man’s home, has been one of the principal causes in bringing about that un=

fortunate state of the public health to which the first sanitary reformers,

Smith, Arnott, Kay, and Chadwick, drew the attention of Government in

1538 and 1840. So much interest was immediately raised, that Commis-

sioners were specially appointed by the authorities to inquire intu the con-

dition of the poorer classes of the community, The agitation soon spread
| over the length and breadth of the land, and early in the year 1845 the
| wave reached this town. It was on the 2nd January, on the installation of
| the Mayor, Andrew Mulholland, Esq., that he opened the subject before the as-
sembled Council, and clearly explained the great benefits which would acerue

to the working community, whose numbers so much predominate here. A

general meeting of the inhabitants was the result, and the Society for the

amelioration of the working classes formed.

Its first step was the establishment of Public Baths and Wash-houses,
which was effected in 1847, not without considerable difficulty. The Insti-
tution has been since continued in efficient working order, and has coniri-
buted in a great degree to diffuse a taste for a yery healthful recreation, as
well as salutary custom.

f It is but due to an old and highly respected inhabitant to state here, that
Public Baths were established in this Town so carly as 1805, With the
gugzestion, and under the patronage of the late Dr. Forsythe, did the esta-

| blishment of Mr. Israel Millikin originate: and it is not a little remarkable,

| that among “the Doctor’s” first patients in this new Institution was the late
| Marquis of Donegall. These auspices soon brought a large custom, and for
many years the Peter’s-hill baths were a famous phu::el of resort for the
respectable inhabitants, many of whom still continue to enjoy his ‘sovereign
remedy,” under his own carveful superintendence and considerate attention.

Old Israel, we are glad to mention, still enjoys “ the spirit of other days”™,

and, though an octogenarian, and somewhat stiffened by the pressure of time,

i his faculties are perfect, and his memories of the past continue to delight his

more ancient visitors.

liarly in 1846, a Society was formed among the Working Classes, for
mutoal improvement and advantage in literary enlture. It sprung directly
from the agitation connected with the Bath Institution. The exertions
of its promoters happily eventuated in the early establishment of practical

_L___ iy D
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measures, caleulated to promote the eause of intellectual improvement. A
very cheap News-room, accessible to the humblest artificer, was opened, on
22nd June, and has fully realized original expectations. To this was added,
on 8th July, a small library, which has sinee inereazed ¢onsiderably, and now
numbers between two and three thousand volumes, :

It should be mentioned that this last Society had its prototype in the Me-
chanics’ Institute, which, originally formed in 1825, for a time gave great
facilities to the working class, but the interest having declined, it ceased
operations, and though revived in 1838, the reaction was but temporary, and
it has now dwindled down to the dimensions of a common school.

The Total Abstinence Association founded in 1836, and the Odd Fellows,
Rechabites, and Friendly Societies, lately instituted, are evidences of a desire,
on the part of the working population, to strengthen and improve their social
position, and indieate a prudent regard for health and probity, which it is
cheering to contemplate. Intemperance and improvidence have been too
long the eurse of our country.

To aid them in the preservation of health, and to diffuse information upon
the best means of warding off epidemic disease, the Sanitary Committee of
1848-9 laboured with the utmost zeal and good effect.

POOR RELIEF INSTITUTIONS.

We do not obzerve in the History of Belfast that any speeial provision was
made for the relief of the poor prior to the 17th century.

It appears from the old records of the Charitable Society, that an associa-
tion with this ehject existed so far back as 1631, which afforded some de-
seription of relief to the poor at their own houses. In the year 1771, how-
ever, 1st of August, the foundation stone of the Poor-house and Infirmary
was laid, by Stewart Banks, Esq., Sovereign. In due time it was erected,
at a cost of £9,000, and the Society was incorporated by act of parliament,
in 1774. It originally received its support mainly from annual subseriptions,
but having by its act obtained special privileges, in regard to the supply of
water to the town, and certain grants of ground, the proceeds therefrom,
with the interest of donations, have made it of late years much less dependent
on the contributions of the publie. It provides intern relief to deeayed per-
sons of both sexes, besides many children who are instructed in useful avo-
cations, and apprenticed afterwards in good situations,
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The Union School, established in 17935, for the maintenance and eduea-
tion of destitute girls, was originated by the Ladies of Belfast, and forms the
earliest type of the present Industrial School, :

During a period of great distress, in 1826, the Clothing Society aroze
under similar auspices; and, with the Destitute Sick Society, continues to
relieve the deserving poor, at a very moderate expense,

A most neglecied, unpitied, and fallen class, have found true friends in
the projectors of the Ulster Female Penitentiary of 1831, and the Magdalen
of 1842 ; and for &ix vears did the houseless wanderer receive comfort and
shelter at the Night Asylum of 1841,

The wide-zpread ealamities of 1847 evoked a piercing ery, which rang
through the length and breadth of the land, and touched every heart. Be<
sides the Greneral and Local Relief Societies, the Ladies of Belfast—Dbe it to
their eternal éredit recorded—entered with unusual ardour into an extended
scheme for bringing relief to the suffering thousands both at home and
abroad. The ultimate result was the formation of a permanent Institution,
which made a becoming eonclusion to their noble and extraordinary exertions.

The Girls’ Industrial School was duly formed, amidst the most auspicions
circumstanees, and the approving interest of all. Here upwards of 100
poor girls—many of them orphans—are fed and nourished; and, while

trained to habits of industry, and protected during the day from the con-

taminating influence of those who would otherwise be their associates,
they are permitted to retire to their homes every evening, and thus an op-
portunity is afforded of promoting indirectly, but not the less effectually, the
improvement of their parents or guardians.

The Union Workhouse, opened in 1841, has since supported the great
mass of the indigent, both young and old, by an established rate. Notwith-
standing, we are far from imagining that the fountains of Charity are in
danger of being dried up. There are, and always will be, many oljects
deserving succonr and care—such as erphans or neglected children—whose
condition, bad as it is, would be materially injured by becoming absorbed
in the common lot of the Workhouse pauper, whose associations are neces-
sarily degrading. For these, the Ladies of Belfast have in part nobly pro-
vided ; and it was the roling idea of the late Mr, W. Mulholland to carry
relief into this hitherto neglected channel, His Day Asylum of 1847 was
a crowning effort in the cause, and will render hiz name immortal,

—_———
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We now approach the special subjeet of onr work,—the History of our
Town Hospital, and our other Medical Institutions. TPrior to *92, there is
little of medieal interest in the annals: a few words, therefore, will suffice.

So far back as the year 1641, we meet with the record of an epidemic
which raged in the North of Ireland. The districtz of Belfast and Malone
suffered =o severely, that the enormous number of 5,000 persons died of it,
in the space of four months, IHistory is silent as to its nature or the means
taken to treat the affected, and it is only in the year 1689, that we find the
first mention of an Hospital in Belfast. It is noticed, that, about this time,
another epidemic spread over the country, and thousands of the stricken
were crowided in the * great Hospital, at Belfast,” which, in the course of six
months, beeame the grave of 8,762 vietims. We observe no further notice
of Medical transactions till the year 1774, when public Medical relief was
given by the Charitable Society, for the first time, to the poor. That
Society had built the present old Poor-House, for the accommodation of the
destitute, and here, there received Medical eare many hundreds annually.
This, then, was the first and for a long time the only provision for affording
Medieal velief to the sick poor of the town.

In the progress of the History which is to follow, the reader will meet
with sufficient details respecting our Medical Charities and institutions, to
give him a tolerable idea of their extent, variety and importance. It will
be found that Belfast wealth hasnot forgotten the Belfast poor—that thoughwe
ghall have oceasion to record intervals of apathy, indifference, or neglect,
still the spirit of charity, when roused, burns ever brightly, and on extra-
ordinary oceasions completely redeems itself for past omissions. Would that
it were ever 8o !—that the fountain of benevolence would ever flow free and
unbidden, and that we should, one and all, deem it an honour and a privi-
lege, as well as a duty, to support our public charities. To bring health and
comfort to the sick man's home—to snatch the falling vietim from almost
certain ruin—to visit the neglected child of misery—are deeds worthy of
divinity—deeds that will weigh in the balance against a world—deeds that
assimilate man to his Creator !

- REPET 0
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— The Markei-House was situated at the

S |
- The Rev, W, Bristow, Soverelgn : Hon, H. |
corner of High-street and Corn Market.

Skeffington and Sir W, Godfvey, Mem- |

bers of Parlbiment for the Borough. | April . 13 l"n,n.sln:n"li.l!-l af the DISFENSARY issucd.
danuary 4 The * Northaorn Star” appeared. Il April . 19 The first Ganeral Mesting.
March 6 DMed, Samuel Black, Fsq., o Burgsss, and | Moy . 16 The Committee and Medical Officers ap-
several times Soverelzn of the Boreugh. pointed,

March 22 Dvel, Mr. David Manson, aged 65 ; neacdy || Moy . 10 The first Mooting of the Commitiee.
40 years an eminent teachor of the Kng- || June . 19 Mr, Hull, the tirst apothecary, elected.
1=l ].i.llgltﬂ.ﬂ'ﬁ in Belfast, aud anthor ﬂ:':'-!l.ﬂ_'.' . 14 A'grand nilitary veview and procession ook

severnl popular educationn! works, To plice, in colebration, the socond time, of
his indusiry and the versaility of his | ihe Freneh Revolution,

ingenuity tie colton Manufacture and | -- Tha first fonndry established in Belfast.
agrienliurs were alike indebied for mowy | — The Fourth Preshyterian Congregutiopal
iprovements, | House clected in Donegnil=stroet,
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W HE reader of the Introductory Sketeh must have observed that the
e sole Medical relief publicly afforded to the indigent of the town, prior
to this date, was rendered through the instrumentality of the Brrrast
CHARITABLE Socrery, and that this was necessarily limited to those
of the poor who received shelter and sustenance within the walls of
their Institution. The number, who obtained such aid, having been always
proportionate, not only to the amount of funds at the disposal of the Society
(which at this period were inconsiderable), but to other qualifying circumstances
affecting the admission of applicants, could not have been at any time sufficient
to obviate the necessity for additional means of medical assistance: and
further, it is clear, that however extensive and complete the means of
the Society, as regards internal accommodation, there must ever be a
large number of necessitous individuals amongst the class of labowrers and
artizans, who, while moderately comfortable during the continuance of health,
would be, in consequence of injury or dizgease, thrown out of employment, and
rendered thereby totally unable to obtain proper medical attention, in the
ordinary way, at their own houses. Indeed, the regulations of the Society, in
many instances, acted as a bar to the admission of such cases; and we find
consequently, in the records of that institution, continual notices of the rejec-
tion of applicants, founded upon the eircumstance of their previous condition in

life, or the shortness of their tenure within the parish of Belfast. Experience
E
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of the system of relief pursued by this excellent Society, from time to time,
fully satisfied many of its members of the hardship of the cases to which
we have alluded, and of the propriety of establishing increased publie
medical aceommaodation, both as a measure of extended charity, and as a
great preventive to beggary among the labouring population. At the present
time it is impossible to give, with any degree of certainty, the names of
the individuals with whom this idea originally avose; but it is most probable
that the conviction was of gradual formation amongst a number of the then
actively benevolent men, and must have increased in strength progressively
with the growth of the town, during the twenty years that succeeded the
founding of the Soeiety’s institution. Amoengst this noble band of philan-
thropists, it cannot now be considered invidions to distingnish the name of
one, who may, without exaggeration, be considered to have represented
then, and throughout his active lite, all the energy and zeal which animated
and cherished this charitable movement—dJanmes M‘Doxxgrn, M.D., of whom
it will be sufficient at present to state, that, in times of the greatest apathy
towards his favourite project, and when almost unassisted by an encouraging
hand, he continued to tend and watech over it with fostering care and una-
bated interest, until it had reached a vigorous maturity.

The earliest public notice of the idea of forming a General Dispensary,
appears in the Beljast Newsletter of the 10th April, and on the 15th of the
same month the following Prospectus was published. It will be ohserved,
that the prevention of small-pox, and the recovery of persons apparently
dead, were ohjects also contemplated in the plan.

*PROBPECTUS.

“The importance and utility of the industrious poor to a ecivilized and commercial
nation are indisputable, yet little attention has been paid in this country to the preserva-
tion of their lives and healths, Desides the misfortune to which labourers and artists are
liable in common witli the rest of mankind, there are many peeuliar to themselves—ex-
posed to the inclemency of the seasons, living upon unwholesome food, and crowded into
narrow habitations, they become a prey to various diseases; and, snpporting the existence
of to-day by the scanty produce of yesterday's labour, a short sickness reduces them to
the utmost misery—and misery unknown even to the strolling beggar, OFf all human
situations theirs is the most distressing, and calls most loudly for relief, yet we have no
institution at all adequate to the removal of this complieated kind of distress.

% We, therefore, beg leave to suggest, that the benevolent and afffuent should add some
portion, to what they already contribute to public charities, towards raizing s fund for the
relief of sick poor, of all deseriptions, whether strangers or natives; that they may be
supplied, at their own habitations, with such medicines, medieal attendance, and necessaries
of life, as may be fitted to the exigencies of their situations.
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% It is presumed that such an institution would tend greatly to promote the interest of
socicty at large, and particularly of the Belfast Charitable Society, by decreasing the
number of common beggars; sinee, it is certain, that many complaints in themselves
trivial, and admitting readily of cure, become confirmed by neglect, and the industrious
artist, with his family, is speedily reduced to ruin.

#If the number of lives annually lost by the ravages of the small-pox, did not of itself
point out the necessity of some association for the inoculation of the children of the poor,
yet another inducement, of the most urgent nature, would be found in the frequent oc-
eurrence of blindness from the same canse among the lower classes. How many of our
fellow-creatures are compelled, by this eruel malady, to wander over and disfigure the
face of this flourishing country, whose useful labours might otherwise contribute to the
support of families and the public good.

#The scheme of those societies which have been so generally and successfully adopted
by all our neighbouring nations, for the recovery of persons apparently dead from suffo-
eation, drowning, and other canses, might also be usefully united with this institution.

“ In order to carry these humane views into effect, it is proposed, that as soon as the
subgeriptions shall have amoanted to £50, the subscribers shall proceed to nominate an
Apotheeary, two Surgeons, and two Physicians, to conduct the business of their charity;
and also such other officers a3 may tend to secure order, permanancy, and utility to so
landable an undertaking,

It may be necessary to mention, that of all charitable institutions hitherto established,
none has been found, upon experience, so extensively beneficial, at so small an expense,
as the seheme at present snggested; one hundred guineas being amply sufficient for the
annual relief of above six hundred individuals, a circumstance which has been accurately
ascertained by an examination of the accounts of a great number of similar establishments
in England."

Witriam Bristow, Viear and Sov. B. FurLer, Surgeon,

A, Havvioay, M D. Jaues M DoxxeLr, M.ID.
E. D). Boxp, WILLIAM SINCLARE,
Jony CAMPBELL, WiLLtax SEED,

WiLLiax Bruos, D.I. Rosert Davis,

Wap. CoNsiNairia, Joux MCARIREY,
Ricmarp Meane, Minister, 8. Sairm,

JouN ALEXANDER, C. GrEaa,

Tuomrs GreGo, Roeert HoLmes,

E. . Boyp, Jun. | R M‘CreLLaxp, Surgeon,
WitLiam Cransk, ! Joux Ewrxa,

Cnantes Brerr, ' Jonx Brows,

Hexry Jov, : Wirrras SgED,
Geonce Joy, | R. Warrace,

Hitn Warnace, | C. Km¥esuILr,

Jares SrewanT, Canmistorner Saryox,
Jons Horwes, Jonx C. Waire, M.D,
Javes Fercusox, R. Bransmaw,

N. Barr, I'. Vaxce, Minister,
VALESTIXE JoxEs, |
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Tt would appear that this Prospectus had no sooner been issued, than the
small sum required for the starting of the Dispensary was immediately sub-
scribed ; for we find that on the 19th of April, only six days subsequently,
the first general meeting of the subscribers was held at the Town-House,
the Rev. Wmn. Bristow, Sovereign, in the chair. The following resolutions were
then adopted :—

1. That this establishment do consist of a IPresident, Vice President, Treasurer,
Secretary, and a select Commistee of Subscribers ; with such other assistants as shall
hereafter be agreed upon by the subseribers.

2. That John Camphbell, Ezq., Banker, be requested to act as Treasurer to this Society.

. ‘That it is onr opinion that this Charitable Institution shonld cmbrace these scveral
objects, ¥iz; a scheme for the relief of sick poor, of all descriptions; a scheme for the
promoting of the practiee of inoculation ; a scheme for the recovery of persons drowned
and apparently dead ; o scheme for the relief of lying-in women.

4. It is hereby declared, that it is our determined purpose to co-operate with the Bel-
fust Incorporated Charitable Society in every measure calenlated to promote its welfare.

A meeting of the inhabitants, summoned by the Sovercign, for the purpose
of considering the new sclieme (to which the subseribers to this Charitable
Society were invited, in order as it is reported to make better provision for
poor housekeepers and for clearing the town of strolling beggars,) was held on
the 26th of April, when it was expressed as the sense of the meeting, that the
institution of n public Dispensary is highly necessary, and likely to prove ex-
tremely useful in this place, and that it be recommended to the support and
patronage of the public.

On the 2#th :of April a second meeting of subseribers was held, which
ndopted the previous resolution, and appointed a Committee of five, to form
the necessary regulations; namely, Rev. Wm. Bristow, Rev. Dr. Bruce, Dr.
White, Dr. MDonnell, and Mr. Fuller. Mr. Val. Jones, jun., was appointed
to act as Secretary.

This Committee reported, on the 9th of May, to a general meeting of sub-
geribers, who, having duly considered the proposed laws and regulations,
adopted the following plan of the Belfast Charitable Dispensary :—

1. This charity to be condacted by a President, two Vice Presidents, a Treasurer, and
Governors, with such offices as may be found necessary.

2. Donors of Ten Guineas, presented within the vear, to be Governors for life, with the
privilege of having two patients constantly on the books,

3. Donors of T'wenty Guineas, presented within the year, to be Governors fur life, with
the privilege of having four patients constantly on the books.

4. A sabscription of One or more Guineas per annum to constitute a Governor, with

the privilege of baving one patient constantly on the books for every Half-Guinea
subseribed.
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5. Bubscribers of Half-a-Guinea per annum to be entitled to bave one patient on the
books at a time,

6, T, 8 Minor regulations.

9. A general meeting of Governors to be held on the first Thursday in January, April,
July, and October: fifteen to be a quornm.

10, 17. Rules for calling extraordinary meetings.

11. Any Resolution passed at a general meeting to be confirmed at a subsequent one
before being entered as a rale, unless recommended by the Committee.

12. No officer of this charity to accept of any reward or pratuity, directly or indi-
rectly, from any tradesman, patient, or others, on pain of immediate dismissal.

13. Election to be by ballot. The clectors to be qualified three months before the
vacancy, and to have paid his subscription prior to the day of election.

14. A Report to be published annually.

15. The Managing Committee to consist of twenty-one Governors; seven to retire,
annually, by rotation. The President, Vice-Presidents, Treasnrer, Medical Attendants, and
life Governors to be eligible. The time of meeting to be every first and third Thursday :
five to form a quorum.

16. Persons interested in any matter under debate, at any meeting or Committee, not
entitled to vote.

18. Committee to report to the general meeting.

19. Rule in case of vacancies.

20. Committee to purchase medicines.

21. Treasurer to make no payment except by order of the Committes.

22. Becretary’s duties. The Apothecary to act as Clerk to the Committee.

23. Becretary and Committtee to collect subseriptions.

24, Two consulting and two attending Physicians to be appointed annually, by ballet,
on the first Thursday in January,

25. Rule about attendance.

26. Two Surgeons to be appointed ; and no important operation to be undertaken with-
out a consultation of Physicians and Surgeons, unless in cases of urgent necessity.,

27. The number of patients, if eligible, to be at the discretion of the Attendants,

28. Rule in case of absence of Medical Attendant.

29. In eases of urgency, the Attendant to have a discretionary power in purchasing me-
dicines.

40. A Physician to attend at the Dispensary three days weekly, at half-past ten, a.m.

31. A Surgeon to attend in like manner. In both eases, afterwards to visit the home
patients at their own houses,

; 32. The Apothecary to reside at the Dispensary ; to compound and dispense the medi-
cines preseribed ; to keep a register of the patients ; and to give his whole time to the
business of the charity; to keep the current aceounts ; and not to absent himself one whole
day and night without the sanction of the Committee

33, To nb.a-?wa that no subseriber exceeds his privilege of recommending patients.

4. The objects of the charity to be confined to the really necessitous,

85. The Dispensary to be open from 9 o'clock in the morning till 3 in the afternoon.

36. Recommendatory letters to be sent to the Dispensary before 10 4.

| |
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47. The days of attendance at the Dispensary to be Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-
day, at 10 a m.  Patients absenting themselves for ten days suecessively, without suffi-
cient reason, to be discharged.

38, Patients confined to their houses, to send notice to the Dispensary. il

3. Patients resident beyond the boundaries, to send a Governor's recommendation.

40. Accidents to be attended to at all times.

41. Rule respecting the repetition of medicines.

42, Patients, if irregular or disobedient to the rules, to be discharged.

43. Patients, when cured, to present a letter of thanks to the Governor who recom-
mended them,

44, The friends of patients deceazed, to give immediate notice of the event to the
Apotheeary, and deliver deceased’s ticket. '

45. At a proper scason, persons of all ages may be inoculated for the small-pox at the
Dispensary.

46. Patients in the small-pox prohibited from coming to the Dispensary.

47, A proper apparatus, for the recovery of persoans apparently dead from drowning,
&c., to be always kept in readiness at the Dispensary, and a handzome gratuity to be
given to the parties most active in taking up such unfortunate objects, and giving the
first information.

48, The Apothecary to keep a register of such cases, and to give instant notice to the
nearest medical attendant,

At the same meeting, the 16th of May was fixed upon, for the purpose of
making the first election of Officers. It was further resolved to invite the
members of the Belfast Incorporated Charitable Society to attend, to consider
how far the two institutions should be united, and the best means of rendering
their union conducive to the public good. Accordingly ameeting of subseribers
was held on the 16th, when the following appointments were made :—

Presiment.
Tiue Most Nopie toe Mainovis oF DoXEGALL.
Tice=IPresivents
Tue Hox. Cmicnester SEeprmxerox, M.

e e — e —————————————————

Rev. Wi, Bristow, Soves.
Comumittee.

De. Harvipar, Dr. MATTEAR,

Rev. De. Bruce, Rev, M. MeipE, .

Dr. M'DoxxELL, Rev. P. Vaxce,

Iie, ArsLEY, Rev. M. Kernory,

ik, WaiTE, Sorceox FULLer,
! Mn. W. CoNsrscrAM, Mgz. M'ILvEESN,
| Mz Bransnaw, Mz. 5. M‘TiEr,
| Mr. Hesey Jov, Mz. Ronent Horues,
{ M. Joms HorLues, M. Ewiso,
! Mz, W. SixcrLaine, Srreeox J. BASKREAD. |
t Mpr. H. WarLACE, ;
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Consulting PHnsicians.

Dr. Havrioay axp De. Marrean,
Attenving Phpeicians,

Dr. M‘DosseLL axp Dr. WHITE.
Attenbing Suraeons.

Mg, Frirer axp Mg MCLELLAXD.

Attending on July 30th,............ Mg. M‘Cruxe.

On May 19th, the Committee of Management held their first mesting at the
Town-House. The Hon, C. Skeffington, V.P., presided. Drs. White and
M:‘Donnell and Mr. M:Ilveen were deputed to take a house for the Dispen-
sary. An advertisement for an Apothecary, at an, annual salary of £40, with
an additional sum according to merit, was ordered. The two attending sur-
geon3 were requested to dispense the medicines until the Apothecary would
be regularly installed. At a special meeting of the Committee, held on the
19th June, pursuant to advertisement, and after an examination of the can-
didates by the Medical Attendants, the election of the first Apotheeary was
made, by ballot, when Mr. Hurn was the successful candidate,

On the 50th of July, arrangements were entered into with the Charitable
Society, whereby the Committee were to obtain the use of rooms for the

accommodation of the Apothecary, medieal officers, and patients, free of

expense.

The above comprise the principal events relating to the founding of the
Belfast Dispensary. Though unpretending in its machinery, we cannot but
admire the high philanthropic spirit which, in a time of great political excite-
ment, actuated the small but memorable band whose names we have recorded.
All they asked for was the sum of £50 to initiate a scheme which was prac-
tically to supply prompt and efficient aid to the hitherto neglected artizan, in
suffering and in trial—to mitigate the horrors of that loathsome scourge,
whose devastations had been a world’s theme for ages—to snatch the asphyxi-
ated from, in many instances, impending death, and to bring relicf to the des-
titute mother, in the hour of difficulty and danger. These were objects worth ¥
of an enterprizing and benevolent community, and worthily was their realiza-
tion attempted. It was not to be expected that the insignificant sum called
for would be sufficient to institute simultaneously these varied plans, though,
to the honour of the profession, be it ever remembered, that body upon whom
rested the entire success of every part of the scheme, warmly co-operated to
earry out the undertaking, regardless of all trouble and the sacrifice of valu-

L e -
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able time. The Commitiee, therefore, wisely restricted their exertions in the
first instance, to the limited objects of a new Dispensary. And to this they de-
voted themselves with the utmost energy and ardour, as is clearly evidenced
by the careful, elaborate, and provident manner in which was drawn up the
excellent code of Rules, many of which are in full foree at the present day.

It is also pleasing to observe with what unanimity the leading merchants
and professional men laboured for the common good, and how parties of all
ranks, and of all political and religious ereeds, acted in harmony and mutual
good-will—a vircumstance which augured well both for the present stability of
the project and for its ultimate prosperity. So far, the founders of this infant
charity were blessed with every token of suceess, a circumstance which, no
doubt, mainly contributed to foster that dauntless enthusiasm in the minds of
a few, which enabled them subsequently, when the clouds of apathy and
negleet fell around the Institution, to proceed steadily onwards, and ultimately
surmount every obstacle.
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1998,
Jannary 4 Died Mr. Samuel Ferguson, tanner. Juna 27 Died, inhis 80th year, Wro. Masartnaey, s,
March ™ 0 Military riots and outenge in the Lown. for tm:_n ymra un];a of the Representa-
i LTS, tives of the Borough.

March 11 Suppression of the Yelun I Plofeebiiecliy -:EsLuhliuJLml S

Gilbert M Ilveon & Co.

LD 4,
- The Chamber of Gommerse snapend their || March 107 Diad Mr. John Henderson, marchant.

maetings, May 10 Died Mr. Thomas Neilson, who was pro-
= A Spalety of tha United Trishmen formed. mingntly eonmected with the political

January 3 Died Mr. Alexander Stevenson. struggles of the period.
Feh. 20 DBelfast Lying-in Hospital openad at 25, )| Daa, 1 Died William Brown, Esq., an eminent
Donegall-streat. marchint, and commandarof the Volun-

toer Company (blues).

J 1738 5.

‘ March 23 All business suapended for thizs day, to|| Angust  The Charitabla Soslety enpport, at thisdate,
express the general regret on the re- i aged and infirm poor, and 90 bavs and
moval of the Lond Lieutenant, Farl g;'lﬂi on the premizes; and, bosides, af-
Fitzwillinm. ril out-door relief to 336 poor fmilies.

May 10 A delegata mesting of representatives|| August 24 The Ladies of Belfast receive the apecinl
from 72 aocieties of * United [rishmen" commendation of the Press, for their
Bl bonavolent exerttons in founding the

Girls' Union School, at 43, Waring-
straot—tihe type of the present Girls
Industrial School.

199 @.

January 23 An nxl.tmn]i.mr{ high tide; bonts plied || Cetober 20 William M*Bride, o cotton spinner, assas-
all day in High-stregt. | sinated in North-aireat.

Bapt. 20 John Brown, Esq, Peter's-hill, elected [Dwa. 31 A Town Meeting convened by the Sove-
Sowvercign, vics Kov, Willlam Bristow. || raign, in consequence of the news of

Sapt. Soveral arrests of leading merchants and || the appearancs of the Franeh Fleet off
others, on the charge of high treason, || Bantry By,
took placo at this period. il ;

il @N the period defined by the heading of this chapter, little of material
interest appears to have occurred in the progress of the Disrexsary.
By areference to the minutes of January 2, 1794, we find, that in the inter-
val from the opening of the institution, 733 patients were attended by the
medical officers—a number surprisingly small, when eompared with the exten-
sive returns of the present General Dispensary.
In order to carry out that department of the plan of the Dispensary which
aimed at the recovery of persons apparently dead, a special apparatus for the
G
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inflation of the lungs, with other suitable instruments, was ordered and re-
ceived from the London Humane Society, about this time. It had been the
intention of Dr, M‘Donnell and other members, who took an interest in this
matter, as one of the promised advantages of the Dispensary, to have had this
apparatus located in a place of public note, in the vieinity of the shipping,
and to have carried out the ohject in a manner somewhat similar to the plan
of Humane Societies in the large Sea-ports. This was never properly effected;
and eases of the kind have been, and are now, restored by the means most
convenient to the practitioner who may be first summoned. It is, however,
a matter of regret, that a special society has not been long since formed,
with this sole object in view, in this populous city.

In the latter part of 1795, on the resignation of Mr. Hull, Mr. Richard
Devlin was duly eleeted in his place, as Apothecary to the Dispensary.

General metings of subscribers, for the purpose of hearing the reports of
the charity and electing officers, were held in the month of January 1793,
1794, and 1795. The changes which ocurred on these occasions will be seen
by referring to the Appendix.

In the year 1796, from some unexplained cause, no general meeting was
held ; and, on examination of the records, we notice that even the meetings
of Committee ceased after the 2nd of June this year. A total want of in-
tevest seems to have prevailed at this time. The institution, consequently,
fell into debt, and was in the most imminent danger of being completely
abandoned.

It has frequently been remarked in the infancy of new undertakings, that
a period of decline is sure to supervene upon even the most auspicious com-
mencement. Such earlystruggles are doubtless salutary; they are a vivifying
stimulus, caleulated to render ultimate stability more certain and secure.

In the present instance such seems to have been the case, for not long after
the lull of publie interest in this unpretending charity, a re-aetion ensued—
a new spirit was infused into its former supporters, and the most desponding
felt that a favourable change had arrived.
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“HN the absence of interesting facts touching our subject, we shall request
by fw":; the attention of our readers on behalf of an old and a kindred medical
charity, which was originated early in the year 1794, We allude to the
the Lying-in Hospital. It will have been already noticed that it had been
part of the design of the original promoters of the Dispensary, to institute a
department for the relief of poor women, during the period of their confine-
ment. It would appear, however, that this idea was not long retained,
most probably in consequence of a movement, on the part of the ladies of
Belfast, which ghortly eventuated in the formation of the charity referred to.

The records of this institution inform us that, on the 23d of December,
1793, a very large meeting of the ladies of Belfast was held at the Linen
Hall. Lady Harriet Skeffington presided. The object was to establish “ Tae
Homaxe Fesmare Sociery,” for the relief of poor lying-in women. The

following ladies were appointed to conduct its affairs:

Patvoncss.
Lapy HARRIET SKEFFINGTON.

ViceaPatvoness,

Mus. CLaRKE.
Treasuver.
Ma=s. Brows.
Secvetary.
Mzrs. M'TiER.
Committee.
Mrs. Brrsrow, Mgs. Ewrxe.
Mzs. Havipay. Muzs. Hrpe,
Mus. MaTTEAR, Maeas, MoNTGOMERTY,

Mns. Wi SINCLAIRE.

At this meeting Drs, Mattear, Apsley, and M‘Donnell, and the Rev. Mr,
Clark, were requested to present an application to the CHARITABLE SOCIETY
for suitable accommodation, and the physicians of the town were solicited to
give their advice and assistance to forward the scheme. A code of rules was
drawn up and adopted on the 80th following, arranging the privileges of
subscribers, the duties of the managers, and the admission of patients.
These differ but little from the regulations of the present managerment—
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a circumstance which attests the care and foresight with which these
benevolent ladies set about the establishment of the charity.

On January 4th, 1794, the Committee rented a house in Donegall-street,
then No. 25, for the yearly sum of twelve guineas. In February, arrange-
ments were made with Drs. Mattear, Apsley, J. Moore, Stephenson, and
White, and Messrs, M‘Clelland and Bankhead, whereby these gentlemen
were engaged to attend the Hospital when required, in rotation, for a short
period. On the 10th of this month a letter, in reply to an application, was
reeeived from the then Marchioness of Donegall, giving the handsome sub-
seription of £50. This large sum she continued to give annually till the
year 1799, On the 20th of this month the first patient was admitted into
the Hospital.

The establishment was now regularly started on its benevolent mission.
Up till the year 1800 the number of annual admissions was considerably
under fifty, but afterwards they greatly increased; as we find that from this
date till 1830, when the Hospital was temporarily removed to No. 11, Lan-
caster-street, the numbers annually relieved were considerably above 100.

In the year 1797, we notice that a project was initiated by this Society,
to maintain and educate orphan girls, by means of funds arising from pre-
vious savings in the management of the charity. This happy idea was
suceessfully realized ; and ere this year had closed, upwards of twenty for-
saken creatures had received the inealeulable benefits of industrial training,
and an almost parental care. Unfortunately this new feature did not long
survive, as, in a short time, the records become silent as to its operations or
existence. Another important circumstance in connexion with the charity,
was the relief of poor women at their own houses, which was supplied for
a number of years. Though not contemplated in the original plan, yet
it was so strongly urged by Dr. M‘Donnell, that it eventually received the
sanction of the Society ; and, up till the year 1852, we find it recorded, that
upwards of thirty-four were annually relieved at their own houses,

During this long period, the governing ladies, foreseeing that theinconvenient
and imperfect arrangements of a hired dwelling-house would be ultimately
superseded as the institution became more developed, had been gradually
accumulating a fund over and above its annual support. This, in the year
1528, amounted to £550, a sum which was deemed sufficiently large to
warrant them in taking immediate steps to provide better accommodation.

|
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The building of a speecial hospital was not then immediately determined on,
though long contemplated ; for we find in the records that the only move
then made, was to look out for a suitable mansion. On the 10th of May of
this year, at a general meeting of subscribers, the Countess of Massareene
in the chair, this duty was deputed to Drs. Samuel Thomson, Stephenson,
and M‘Cluney, and Rev. W, Bruce. This committee having reported their
want of suceess, and having recommended a removal from the premiszes then
occupied, they were requested, on the 2nd of June following, to consider a plan
for the intended new Hospital, and to take such steps as they might find
requisite.  On the 12th of January, 1829, application was accordingly made
to Lord Donegall, for a grant of ground. This application did not prove
successful, as we observe, in the April succeeding, that the Charitable Society
granted permission for the building of a Lying-in Hospital on their grounds,
on certain conditions—mainly to prevent its being ever alienated to any other
purpose. This having been satisfactorily arranged, the building was promptly
commenced, agreeably to the design, and under the superintendence of Mr.
W. Smith, the architect, by Mr. Andrew Moody, the contractor.

The new Iospital, which is a handsome square building on the Antrim
road, and cost upwards of £1,200, was opened for the reception of patients
in August, 1830. It is rather small, being ealeulated to accommodate but
eighteen patients, and the resident officials and servants—an amount of ac-
commodation much too limited for the numbers that continually apply. The
interior is well regulated, and presents rather a neat appearance; and every-
thing seems done that can be, to ensure the utmost cleanliness and salubrity.

The institution is still under the direction of a Patroness, a Vice-Patroness,
and a Committee of twenty ladies, with a Treasurer and Seeretary, who are
er-officio members. These managers meet monthly, for the transaction of
business, and appoint weekly visitors. A general meeting of subscribers is
summoned in the month of February, annually. The hospital is supported
by the subseriptions of the public, collected annually, besides donations and
bequests ; which, however, have been as yet inconsiderable, The subserip-
tions have seldom reached £150, though in the present year they amounted
to £1£‘:'f. Eligible patients are admitted on presenting a written recom-
mendation of a subscriber, accompanied by a certificate of a respectable
householder, as to the fact of her marriage; the recommendation to be

countersigned by a member of the Committee, Qn leaving the hospital, a
i
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on the order of the weekly orderly, or the Secretary. A registry is kept of
all the patients—their religion, names, and residence ; also of the births and
. sexes of the children.
| It is gratifying to record, as strong evidence in favour of its general

lr supply of clothes for the infant is granted. Visitors can only be admitied
I
|

|| manageinent—that no epidemic has ever appeared within its walle, On one
oceasion, indeed—June 1833—a single case of typhus appeared, infection
having been received before admission ; but, by proper restrictions and scru-
pulous eare, was prevented from extending its contaminating influence,

The Committee of the charity have been peculiarly happy in securing the |
services of distinguished physicians to superintend the medical department.
In addition to the physicians already mentioned, prior to 1822, Dr, 8. 8.
Thomson, Dr. Robert M*Gee, and several others, were successively attached
| to the institution. At this date, Dr, Robert Stephenson was appointed, and
held office for a period of fifteen years, at the expiration of which he retired,
much to the regret of the Committee. Since this time, Dr. Burden, Profes-
- sor of Midwifery in the QQueen’s College, has been in constant attendance.
| The average number of patients, since the opening of the new house, has
been 101 annually, who have been relieved at an average annual expense of
£143, which is equal to 11s. 8d. per patient ; by no means a large amount, |
| when we consider that about nine days is the average stay of each patient |
in hospital. From an examination of the annual reports, several very in-
teresting facts, considered in a medical point of view, may be elicited.

Since 1830, the total number of patients admitted amounts to 3,832.
‘I The deaths of the mothers were 11 in number—a mortality of *259 per
cent.  The proportion of male to female births was as 100 to 80; 4-3 per
cent. were still-births; and 92 per cent. were twin births. The highest
female births, occurred in the years 1839, 1835, and 1832—the number for
18389 having been 51 per cent. above the average. The lowest we find in
1848, 1849, and 1850—the proportion for 1848 having been exaetly 31 per
cent. below the average. We thus obeerve that the female births had a
range of 62 per cent., supposing the males to have remained stationary. On
comparing this return with those of similar institutions elsewhere, we feel a
gratification in recording that the mortality is a most favourable feature of
this Hospital, as a reference to the data given in the Appendix will abun-
|| dantly prove, This is matter for much congratulation ; and adds another to
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the many proofs afforded of the excellence of the management of the Charity,
of which it is our sincere wish and our trusting hope, Belfast maylong be proud.

Tt will be observed by the professionial reader, that there is in this Insti-
tution a considerable field of practice, which might readily be made available
for the purposes of Medical instruction, We think, indeed, the time has
fully arrived when the question as to the propriety of increasing its accomo-
dation and admitting pupils should be seriously dizcussed by the managers
of this charity. We venture to affirm that there is no town in the three
Kingdoms of the same extent and importance, so long enjoying a Medical
School, in which similar obstetric provision is so entirely restricted to the
merely benevolent views contemplated in its origin. We feel perfeetly
assured that the managers have no desire to curtail its usefulness, and indeed
we understand that this very subject of opening its wards for the benefit of
the Medical school, has already received some consideration at their Board:
and we trust, therefore, that when the matter shall be regularly discussed
they will take into account the very serious inconvenience to which both the
Professor and his class are put under the present very imperfect arrangements,
and eonsuumate their hitherto invaluable exertions in the cause of charity
by acceding to the views of the Medical Profession.

We cannot close this brief notice of one our oldest charities withont placing
on record the names of its principal pecuniary benefactors and the more
prominent amongst its benevolent members.  On a board which is suspended
over the mantle-piece of the committee-room, we notice the following
honoured

st of Hequests and Donations received at bavions times by this ¢ harity.
|| 1829. Mrs, Hyde, Bath, ...£46 3 11845 M. R Montgomery, £E: 0 0
1832. Mrs, Penclope Rodgers, 50 0 0| “  Mrs. Salmon, . 2% 0 0
1836. Robert Callwell, Esq, 25 0 0|1845. John Jameson, Esq., Dub-

|| 1842. Mrs, Callwell, dua s D A 0 lig; ... . 25 0 O

1843, Mrs. Batt, Purdy’s-burn, 100 0 0| “  Miss Patterson, e BO 0 O
1844, Francis Glenfield, Esq, 50 0 0|1846, John Suffern, Esq.,, ... 20 0 0

In addition, we cannot omit recurring to the magnificent subscriptions of
the late Dowager Marchioness of Donegall, to which the Society were in-
" debted, in a great measure, for the realization of their plans. TFor more
than ten years did she continue to uphold the Institution; and thus laid a
II foundation which the vicissitudes of fifty years were at no time sufficient

to endanger.

I
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The honoured name of Lady Harriet Skeflington will probably be longer
remembered in connexion with its origin than that of any other individual.
She was its first Patroness, and, for a series of years, continued to devote
extraordinary attention to its every comcern. Her influential interest,
watchful care and zealous perseverance, were worthy of the benevolent object
on which they were expended.

To the late Countess of Massareene, one of its later promoters, and
for very many years Vice-Patroness, the charity is under lasting obligations,
Her long and valuable services in its behalf, and the ardent interest which
she ever evinced for its prosperity, were feelingly and publicly acknow-
ledzed on the 16th February, 1829, on the occasion of her resignation. The
late Mrz. Batt, of Purdy's-burn, succeeded, and during a period of 14 years
presided over the institution. She was strongly attached to the charity,
and promoted its welfare by using her influence, and contributing her ex-
ertions and substantial aid.

Mrs. Blackiston Houston next assumed the honourable office, for a period
of seven years; and though lately obliged to retire from the active duties con-
wected with the charity, she continues to feel a warm interest in its progress.
Mrs. Knox, the lady of the Lord Bighop of Down and Connor, has obligingly
consented to give her name, her influence, and exertions, to promote the
interest of the charity.

The following list will show who were the ladies on whom devolved the
important duties connected with the every-day working of the charity, and
upon whose untiring exertions and faithful stewardship rested its entire
efficiency :—

T reasures. Secretavies.
Mas. BROWY, ......... elected 1704 Mus. MTIER, ........elected 1794
Mgs. SINCLAIRE, ....... . 1798 Mzs, HALLIDAT,....ox 3y 1795
Mrs, HARRISON, w0, i 1796
* " . . - Mrs. MMaxus, ...... 5 1808
- - - E - - -
Mrs. BRISTOW,....00ns elected Mus. A. HoLues, ...elected
Mgs. BRADDELT,y c0oeree 5 1830 Maus. T. Hixcxs,...... w1828
Mgs. J. CoNniNgiay, o, 1536 Mzes. OVESB, ..coverres 5 1882
Mes, T. J. AxnrEws, , 1839 Mus. T. HincEs,...... ,, 1887
MBS, BuXTH, ..vvnvinses g 164D Mgs. 8. Brucz. ...... s 1839

Well may Belfast be proud, when the names of her matrons are to be
found associated with deeds of benevolence, in every page of her history !

e —_— - —
—_———
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L3P,
= harg I and, for tweniy years, to the County
S ainn ol Bigh o g I1:|L:1mm.'|1'. His high charmeter was estab-

gedition and high trénsomn.
—  The Artillery Barracks in Annestreet, lished equally as o man, s scholar, and

Cooney s-court. n Christian. T
—  The N:u-'r.l'rrr:.ﬂ!rar suppressed. April 27 The first lltj-HEl!l_! in Treland, for Fever,
Junuary 2 Great Town Moeting, in consequence of ?ﬁ?ﬂkz; with six beds, in Fuetory-row,
the Franch Flest armiving in Dantry Bay. ellast, s
Feb. 16 A day of public l.'hlnksghﬁng‘ for :]?ii.-.-m}- May 4 [}ti.lhl'lg!c:lmcil ihe first Physician to the
from forelgn invasion. The Sovereign Hospatad,
and Corporation walked in procession || Ceteber 6 l-n;s;!nllpml isgued on behalf of the Hos-
o Chureh, pital. : )
April 14 The idea of an Hospital |I'|.Ih|il.']]fldl:l|1-1¢ﬂ.! Dee. 15 Died, Waddell Conningham, E it ﬂﬂ"&
April 2 Died, Dr. Thomas Irving, formerly Sur- 68, full of honours both as o pubilic an
geon o HLM. dth Hegt. of lhmgwna,i private man.
139 8.
—  The Lagan Foundry established. January 10 Died, Dr. William Seed, who practised in

Delfast with considerabla succdss,

-— The manufneiure of vitriol introdseed. a7 Matia] law proclaimed in Tolfant

== Arrests of a vast nimber this yoar, | May X A
Janunry 2 A sobseription of £209 collected in aid of || June 4 Ge-]ml"_.l illumination in homour of the
ﬂﬂ \:]'id-m;a. -cilrphmm.. &, of the seamen :I.J ok ]!lxlnulga}lhn‘;:;-;ilaryu.“nm
alled n the British and Datch ¢ 3 FELTL miile of Ballym - J
ment, on 11th Oetober, 1507, | Wov. %) The south range of the Linen-Hall de-

Janmary 7 The Battle of Antrim, giroyed by fire.

rigin of the @wet @aﬁyﬁaf,

FTER a period of six months, during which no meeting was held, we
: find that, on the 5th January this year, the following members assem-
bled to take into consideration the necessary steps to revive the interest which
had so unaccountably subsided, viz:—Val. Jones, jun. Esq., in the chair,
Messrs. Francis Jordan, John Gregg, John Bankhead, and Dr. White. At
this meeting it was resolved, that the subseribers should be called together, on
an early day, to decide whether the Dispensary shall be continued or not;
and, in the meantime, the collectors were urged to resume their labours.
Accordingly, on the 19th January a meeting was held, Rev. W. Bristow in
the chair, when a statement of the expenses incurred, the amount of sub-

gcriptions received, together with a report of the number of patients relieved for
1
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the past years,were made, and the warm thanks of the meeting were given to
Valentine Jones, jun., Esq., for his unremitting attention to the interests of
the Charity.

These meetings, we must state, were miserably attended. Amidst the
exciting political alarms which engrossed the public attention, the inhabi-
tants, but particularly men of any note, had little leisure to devote to the
concerns of the charity. In this desponding state, what was to be done ?
Something more than ordinary became absolutely necessary to arouse the
general interest. It was a fortunate circumstance that the experience of
the working of the Dispensary had prepared the way for the adoption of an
idea that had been long entertained, but hitherto kept in abeyance. Fever
was, besides, this year more than usually prevalent; and cases were con-
tinually oceurring in the practice of the Dispensary attendants, which
were with difficulty treated, in consequence of the filthy habits and wretched
state of the dwellings of the poor; and even when, after long and considerable
care, a successful issue was the result, the medical officers were obliged to
witness the spread of this most infectious malady, without being able to
arrest its progress, The desirability of an asylum whither the infected could
be promptly borne, and where every attention that experience could devise,
and publie responsibility sanction, would be generously afforded, could not,
under such circumstances, be questioned ; and accordingly, though in diffi-
culties, the few members, who still clung around the original institution, con-
ceiving the object promising and the time auspicious, resolved to submit the
project of establishing an Hospital for Fever cases, in connexion with
the Dispensary, to the Subscribers.  This was, therefore, done on the 14th
of April, at a tolerably large meeting, and a unanimous resolution adopted,
approving of the plan proposed, and placing the direction of the entire
matter in the hands of the following committee :—Messrs William Clarke,
M:Iveen, Blackwood, A. M*Donnell, Jordan, R. Holmes, and Henry Joy,
together with all the Medieal Gentlemen and Clergy previously in eonnexion
with the charity. Some money was immediately subseribed, and the very day
following a sub-committee was appointed to look out for a suitable house.
On the 17th of April they reported ; and a dwelling, belonging to a Mr.
Pollard, in Factory-Row was taken for one year, at a rent of £20. BSix
bedsteads and the other requisites were ordered; a nurse was appointed ;
and, on the 27th of April, it was resolved, that the Physicians of the Dis-
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pensary be applied to, to attend the new institution ; that Mr. Devlin, the
apothecary be instructed to remove the Dispensary materials to the Hospital,
and that patients be forthwith admitted on the recommendation of a sub-
seriber, and the sanction of the medical attendants.

On the 4th of May, Dr. S. Stephenson and Dr. M’'Donnell, as Physicians,
and Messrs M’Clelland, Bankhead, and M'Cluney, entered upon the duties
of the joint institution. Mr. Val. Jones was appointed Treasuer on the oc-
casion of Mr, Campbell leaving the country. On the 1st June, it appears that
ten patients had been received into the Hospital, cured, and discharged, and
that seven patients remained in the house; on the 27th of June, the admis-
sions were restricted to this latter number, in consequence of the limited
amount of subscriptions. An arrangement was at this time effected with the
Charitable Society, wherby the medicines supplied to the Poor-house Infir-
mary would be paid for by the latter body, who declined, however, to grant
the usual supplies of food, on the recommendations of the medical officers, at
the request of the Committee. It appears that hitherto the articles of meal and
barley had been regularly supplied to the necessitous patients of the Dispen-
sary ; but, in consequence of the refusal of the Society, the Dispensary
attendants were restricted for the future,

The new institution, under thetitle of the “ BeLrast DisrENsArY AND FEVER
HosriTAL,” was now in some degree established, and the principal parts of
the original plan were brought into practical operation; but though its de-
velopment had been thus greatly extended, and though its usefulness to the
poor, and indeed to all classes of the community, must have heen apparent
to every observer, yet increased funds were more than ever required,
and extraordinary exertions, with that view, more than ever demanded.
Towards the latter end of this year the finances of the charity became ex-
hausted. An appeal was, for the first time, issued on its behalf, This
important document was issued on the 6th Oectober, and places in a clear
light the origin, progress, and beneficial result of the joint charities. It
states that there had been in all sixty patients admitted into the Hospital, of
whom only one died ; the rest were restored to their families in comparative
health, without any of those tedious chronic complaints which often follow
such disorders when treated in the houses of the poor, where neither beds,
cleanliness, fresh air, nor comfort of any kind can be procured. The doeu-
ment dwells strongly upon the utility of the Hospital in arresting infection,

i ——

e




a2 ORIGIN OF THE FEVER HOSPITAL. [1797-98

e . i, PR

and refers to the happy effects which may be derived to the Poor-house
from a union of interest with that charity. Fever, it states, has frequently
raged there to a very violent degree; and this might almost to a certainty
be done away with, if the first person attacked by the complaint were im-
m::ﬂia,mly removed to any place of safety, entirely detached from the remain-

ing poor. The younger branches of that institution were particularly subject
to this disorder. We have known twenty-three cases to oceur among them
in one season ; fifty-five in another; and continue in the house from eight
months to a year without cessation.

It appears further, from this appeal, that the sum originally subscribed
for the Hospital, amounted to £58, Nearly £53 had been expended on
sixty patienits—a proportion which, it is not out of place to remark, is very
nearly the same that obtains at the present day.

Notwithstanding the solid and rational character of this appeal, and the
strong claim of the charity which it so ably advoeated, it would seem to have
produced but little real effect, for we find that but two meetings of Com-
mittee were held after its publication up to the year 1799; and it would
further appear, that both the Dispensary and Hospital had goon fallen into
complete neglect.

The stirring events of the interval, which then reached a point of intense
interest, must have absorbed every public feeling. And it may be con-
sidered, at the present day, more surprising how a small and, indeed, then insig-
nificant institution should have survived this troubled period, rather than
that it should have simply declined in public favour. This, then, was the
second great trial and difficulty which this infant charity had to sustain;
and though frequently in after years its struggles for maintenance were
severe, yet none were so great as entirely to extinguish its existence. On
this occasion, however, its usefulness would seem for a time suspended, as

we find from the records that steps were taken, in the autumn of 1799, for .

the renewal of the institution.
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L9929,

— A year of great distress amongst the poor,
A minor bazasr oreaml in Skipper-
mtrect, for their relief, by the young
lmdies of the town,

= John Brown, Esq., Sovereign.

Detober T The Marguis of Cornwallis, Lord Lisate-
nant of Ireland, visited Felfust, and was
entertained at dinmer by the principal
merohants and gentry.

31 The Delfast Hospital and Dispensary
mr:jtal inn Weat-atreat, corner of Bmith-

17 Died, at Edinburgh, Joseph Black, 3.1,
aged V1, born at Bourdeanx, He pe.
celved his classionl edusation at Belfast,

in Arts at Glasgow, and in |
edicine at Edinburgh. He was af-
terwards called to the Chair of Mn:d.{-E

et

Do,

cine and Chemistry at Glasgow, vacated
by Dir. Cullen, though then only bwenty-
cight yénrs of age; and ten years aftor-
wards was chosen Professer of Che-
miatry in Edinburgh. Heé soon became
eminently d'mlinguiih.eui by his dis-
covories in chemioal science, espeoinily
of carbonic aeid aod latent heat. The
eelebrated Lavolsier, while sending a
copy of his work on respirntion, wrobs
to him as follows:="1It is just yom
ghonld ba one of the fArst to receive n-
foomation of the progress made in n
caneer which ¥ou pul Dol opened,
gnd in which wa all consider ourselves
your disciples.” His grandfather was
an eminent merchant in this town.

130D,

— m;lgrﬁnhipul Act oblained, at 4 cost of || April

= The Public Bakery opened.

-— The Chamber of Commerss resumes iis
meetings after & suspension of eight

5“\‘-“"&
— Edward May, Eaq., and John Congren,
ani. M s for the Horoupgh.

Januery 1 Died; Bartholomew Fuller, Esq., Suroeon
Lo the 49th Regiment, and to the Belfust
Dispensary. He long held an eminent

sition in his profession,

O Dhed, George Black, Fsq., aged 75 He

:&umhr many years Soverclgn of the

March

16 The Rev. Johm Clarke, native of the
towm, died at Duford. Hefore the age
of fourteen he distinguished bimself
in literature and the fine arts,  Ho be-
cama a=ssiptant-cnrate of Belfast in his
tenty.second year, His  intensoly
studions disposition, and the laborions
duties of his ewre, impaired his health,
and obliged him 1o resign and retire to
the conutry. His zeal and virtwous
enthusiasm in every public work of
g-nl:;r m:ur-ul n'ﬁyrl:llﬂﬂ. WL;P ﬂj:a

unders of the Dispen ng-in
and Fever l{u;-aplt 8, m;mxﬂm
opernted.

i@,
- The Belfast Literary Sooicty formed. -
- Sehool, esta- —

.EIE_d d?'llil.mj ﬁr Industri
ighed, in Burgess-entry, off High-
streat, by Dir. Alexander l:l'l}:nnnll,lnggb.

Feaver prevails to s most alarming extent.
Edwarni May, Esq., MLP. for the Borough,

January 1 The Aet of the Legislative Union came

into operation this year,

dwced under the directlon of Dennis || Feh, | A Sonp Kitelien opesied.
r re, a blind man, ts, nets, || July . A publie Dy School opened at No. 70,
Fﬁl:nrﬂh m&p.s, matt.-'h:.,mw LT YRR o o I'nn]--nmel,
uplis, wov. . 12 John Brown, Esq., Peter's-hill, died. He
danuary 1 T'rlw Union Flag hoisted atthe Market- || marved uuiéﬁ Sherfl for the connty,
touse, and o royal salute fired jn cole- and for & number of years ns Chier
bratlon thereo. Magistrate for the town,
= e 180 8.
== om. Arthur Chichester, Soversign. || April 28 Died, Dr. Alexander H. :
= Pmllﬂm‘ m.f.?‘:"“ and houses 3,107, ¥ Ilrilj":ut " I:‘Im;mﬂe]rige:‘gda? L i
January 31 H';E:tl ggund Snah.n;l astablished, for ﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁlﬁ;ﬁ$$ﬂmﬂw£
ma, o, §, Ferguson's-entry, necomplishments, lia b
April . 1 Died, Stewart Banks, E 77, i Tl
iy e 84 aged TV, wni and bis moral worth.
K
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o~ Edward May, Esq, M.P., Soverelgn. | « 4 Died, Arthur Buntiog, Esq,, sgred 73,
- Pubilic l'!'."?lll'l"" ol HLB inhﬂll:lr.mnts i || Dree, 20 Died, Capdain John B Cracken, aged 83,
EOIRRLCINeD ||;|:' an expecied rench Hoeostublished the first Bopueawiik Com-
i vasion, pany in Belfas, o 1704,
diantary 31 Died, William Sharman, Esq., woll known
ridl pexpecied in Ulster g2 an eminant
lpgder of tho Volunteers

e I .' {_",-.\
%wwal of the (3 wcr r&nﬁplfnl

SATCFTER a lapse of nearly two years, during which the Hospital was
¢-h 8 closed, and even the affairs of the Dispensary were neglected, it is
recorded that, on the 18th of September, the following members, who, it
may now he seen, really constituted the very “bone and sinew” of the
charity, met in the Coffee-room of the Exchange, for the purpose of reviving
the institution, viz. :—Rev, William Bristow, Dr. M‘Donnell, Messrs, Val.
Jones, W. Clark, and R. Bradshaw. With funds derived principally from
the proceeds of a sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. Bristow, which amounted
to £118, and some collections made by Mr. Clark and Mr. Turnley, they
were induced to proceed with spirit, to set matters onee more in operation.
The arrears incurred on account of the old establishment were discharged.
A Committee of Management was appointed—Dr. M*Donnell as Physician,
and Mr. Fuller as surgeon, were requested to undertake the medical duties ;
and, in default of an apotheeary, the preseriptions of the attendants were to
be taken by the patients to the shops in the town. Three houses, in Wxst-
sTrEET (then No. 12), corner of Smithfield, were almost immediately after
rented ; on the 19th November, Mr. Devlin was re-appointed apothecary ;
and in order to secure a more regular attendance of the Committee, the
meetings were to be summoned, for the future, on Sunday, at two o'clock.

On the 2nd of March, 1800, was held the first meeting of the subseribers
since the revival, for the purpose of electing a surgeon, in the room of Mr.
Fuller, deceased. Three candidates offered, and, upon the ballot, Mr.
M:Cluney was chosen by a considerable majority.

On the 11th January, 1801, Dr. 5. 8. Thomson (whose name now ap-
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pears for the first time in connexion with this charity) was requested to act
as one of the visiting Pliysicianz,

About this time, in consequence of the increase of fever, arising, no
doult, in a great measure, from the prevalent scarcity of this and the pre-
vious years, strenuous exertions were made to raise funds. Amongst the
means taken, was a concert, conducted by the celebrated Mr. Buxmixe,

which realised a handsome sum. Farther, an appeal was issued on behalf

of the charity; and with a view of reducing the amount of beggary, the
Committee co-operated with the Charitable Society, and managers of the

Publiec Kitchen, to establish a Workhouse. Indeed, the great amount of

disease and destitution prevailing at this period, called for the utmost
labours of benevolence. The houses of the poor, especially those from
which infeeted persons were removed, were cleansed, whitewashed, fumi-
gated, and ventilated. By these resources, the Committee were at length
enabled to cope with the epidemic; and they had the gratification of oh-
serving its decline at the close of this year. The expenses on this aceasion
reached £200 per annum; and had it not been for the extraordinary aid oe-
casionally received from concerts, balls, and other entertainments, not even
this amount would have heen realised.

With the subsidence of the epidemic, so did the public interest in the
charity decline. The expenses went on, and patients were received so lone
as any funds remained; and when, on the 7th of August in the following

year, 1803, a special meeting of the Committee was held, at the desire of

the Treasurer, to consider the financial position of the charity, rather than
permit the institution again to sink into oblivion, a subscription of five
:guineas each was raised upon thespot.  This noble act of pure philanthropy
18 worthy of enduring record.

I
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MEMORABILIA ANNORUM.

1D® 4.

—  The Independent Meoting-house bullt in || Sept. 10 T¥od, at London, Right Rov. T, D ckaon, for

Donegill-sircet. ] l?ﬂm Hiﬂmqul‘lnmmunl Connar,

Sept. 0 Dod, Gllbery M Iiveen, Bag., princlpal of || Dee, 10 DHed, John Campboll, Fsq., nged 73, an
the Belfast Discount Company. eminent merchant and banker.

Is®&,

= The Wesloyan Mothodist Chapel evected || April 28 Diad, at Whitehonse, Nicholns Grimsham,
in Donegall-square East. Esq., aged 57, Fe brooght the cotoen
—  The Commercial Chranicle issned. mannfacture to o degres of perfection,
Jun., 25 Died, : ‘r'll-mline _Jl'l}'ﬂh Faig., merchant; 'ﬁ:rmt.ﬂ:r unknown in Ireland, and esia-
buried with military hononrs by the Bel- blished the frst apinning fiuctory,
fast Cavalry, Merchants, Infantry, and || May 20 Died, in Doblin, Anne, Coantoess Dowager
Volunteer corps. of Massarecne, in her f0th year.
March 28 Died, Valentine Jones, Eaq., mged 04, n
merchant of lomg stauding aud gress
respectability.

15® B,

== Royal Acadombeal Institution firat proposed. || 8ept. 7 Mr. Bunting opened the new organ in the
= Hulfat Mmlirli Baelety originated, . aecond #:mbyurlnn Mesting-liowese.
= A Philosopliieal Soclety formed ; rooms in The sermon ot this ocension was des
North-street, aftersands Waring-strost. livered by Mr. Drummend, for the bene-
Feb, 156 Died, J, Maticar, ALD,, aged 79, He was fit of the Hospital; the collection wken
a follow-sindent amd eompanton of D 1w Lord Castleroagh, and others of tha

Halllday—a steady friend to the lown nobility.

nud iis insiitutions,

%gmgresﬁ of the ﬁarifg,

HE opening of the year 1804 was occupied by the Committee in
;} effecting arrangements with the Charitable Society for the treatment
of such Peor-house inmates as the latter body would desire to send to the
Hospital, on certain terms of agreement : namely, an adequate payment for
maintenance ; and on condition that suflicient room for fever patients should
be preserved. This occasion naturally led to a retrospective examination of
the amount of expenditure, in order to ascertain the average cost for main-
tenance of each patient. Mr. Jones made the calculation, and found it te
amount to 30s. 61d.; and as the stay in Hospital of each patient averaged
forty days, the average cost per diem was, therefore, 9d. On comparing these
results, as we shall afterwards find, with those derived from later returns,
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| we observe a higher average per diem, but considerably lower per case—
a conclusion which is to be attributed principally to that diminished term of
‘ residence in Hogzpital which now obtains.
The preventive practice of cleansing the infected houses of the poor was
carried on to a considerable extent this year; and that of vaccination was con-
| ducted, free of expense, under the direction of Mr. M‘Cluncy. We place
| these facts as parallels, because we consider them in many points similar.
| Ventilation and cleanliness ave the only true disinfectants in the case of
fever; and vaccination is certainly the only true preventive of small-pox ;
| and it is not a little remarkable, that in both instances the acknowledgment
of their utility has been but tardily conceded by the public voice. It is true
that extraordinary exertions in sanitary matters have been usual on the ap-
| proach, and during the existence, of epidemics, apparently under the con-
viction that sanitary means are then, and then only beneficial. Indeed, from
the rapidity and energy with which such are brought into requisition on
| these oceasions, it might be fairly imagined that they were possessed of some
i magic influence. A similar remark applies to the case of waccination.
| Whenever small-pox is rife, the vaceine virus is resorted to at all hazards; but,
| in both instances, it seems totally forgotten that preventive means, to be used
with effect, must be decided, extensive, and above all, unceasing in their
' application. The efforts at this time used, therefore, in this respeet, cannot
| now be deemed to have been of any considerable utility; they were, how-
ever, in the right direetion.

The years 1805 and 1806 include a period of little public interest in
Hospital matters, as we find that the Committee were again obliged to resort
to an extraordinary appeal in aid of the exhausted fands—a too common
event in the history of the Hospital. This difficulty was not, however,
insurmountable ; funds were forthcoming. A charity sermon, delivered by
| the Rev. W. H. Drummond, of the second Presbyterian Congregation, under
peculiar auspices, realised £187 ; and from this, and other means, the Com-
mittee found themselves, in the beginning of the year 1807, in a much
better position than we have yet recorded.

Before entering upon the events of this year, we shall take this opportu-
nity of relating some particulars in connexion with an institution, of high
interest to the professional reader, which originated amongst the principal
Medical practitioners of this period.

L
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;-HE Physicians and Surgeons of Belfast, in 1806, though only nineteen
& in number, were actuated by the same spirit for mutual improvement
in their common profession, which has ever distinguished the most eelebrated
seats of medical science. We are proud to think that, at 2o remote a period,
the practitioners of Belfast aimed at something more than independent efforts
for professional distinction. When men unite, as they did, for the purpose
of affording to exeh an equal opportunity of obtaining professional infor-
mation, zo far as it can be obtained from a re-umion, by the eontributions of
all, the true spirit of professional advancement is theirs.

It is mentioned in the records of this date, that the most respectable physi-
cians, surgeons, and apothecaries, not merely of the town, but of the vicinity
likewise, soomn became enrolled under the designation of **'Tme Brrrasrt
Mepicarn Scciery.” The annual subseription was fixed at one guinea, and
the selection and purchase of books, &e., were entrusted to an elected Com-
mittee. Tt is to be remembered, as a feature of this early institution, that
among the members, were included, by an original resolution, several gentle-
men not belonging to the profession, who were nevertheless, desirous of ex-
pressing their approval of its objects. It was also an original intention to
form a collection of anatomical preparations, as an additional attraction to
the Library. The following members formed the first Committee :—

8. 8. Tnowmsox, MLID., President;

Winniam ITantioay, M.IN

Wirniax Deessas, MID.

Roperr M‘Ger, M.D.

Ropert M‘Cruyey, Surgeon.

Axprew Marsnary, Surgeon, Secretary and Treasurer.

A record of this Society is preserved up till the year 1814, during which
Drs. Halliday, Thomson, Drennan, and M‘Cluney were successively Presi-
dents ; and Drs, M‘Cluney, A. Marshall, R. M‘Gee, and 8. 8. Thomson, in like

manner, filled the united offices of Secretary and Treasurer. Subsequently, it
would appear, the affairs became neglected, in consequence of serious diffe-
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rences of opinion among the Hospital attendants, who were then the main
supporters of the Society. The demon of discord invaded its ranks, and a
dissolution soon ensued. It was, at first, contemplated to dispose of the
property, which chiefly comprised valuable donations from Dr. Drennan,
and Dr. William Halliday, among the members; but, this being over-ruled,
the books were returned to the donors. After a little time, principally
through the influence of the late Dr. Stephenson, the volumes were re-
placed ; notwithstanding, for a period of four years after the Society ceased
to exist. The original spirit which prompted to the formation of the So-
ciety, did not, however, entively expire. The name of Dr. R. Stephenson
is here associated with the revival of the Society, in 1822, in connexion
with those of Dr. Forcade, Mr. Moore, R.N., and Dr. M‘Donnell. These
four—only one of whom, our respected President, survives at the present
day—met together on the 8th of May of that year, and formed the nueclens
of the present Medical Society, Before the year expired, the following
gentlemen became enrolled as members, viz i—Mr, Bryson, Mr. M‘Cleery,
Dr. Coffey, Dr. M*Kibben, Dr. Halliday, Dr. Young, and Mr. Mawhinney.
From this time forward there were continual accessions to its ranks, which
have been gradually extending, up till the present day.

The unfortunate circumstance, to which we have briefly alluded above,
must certainly be deemed a blot upon our medical annals ; but it is consola-
tory to know, that one at least of the members of the original Society heartily
co-operated with the projectors of the renewed Association, to wipe away
the stain. We allude to the late Dr. 8. 8. Thomson, whose position
among his professional brethren was ever o exalted and endearing, that we
agreed, during the latter part of his active life, when his years also gave
him a claim to the appellation, in designating him “ the father of the
profession.”

The members of the revived Society, naturally apprehensive for its sta-
bility, from the experience of the original, set about rendering the basis of
its regulations as secure as possible ; and among others of less note, devised,
in the year 1325, a most important rule, excepting those members, whose
term of twenty years’ uninterrupted subscription has expired, from further
annual contributions, It is believed that this single measure has established
a greater confidence in its permanent integrity than all the others combined.

Though the principal object in its foundation, and for many years after,
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was the accumulation of standard medical works, usually above the resources
of the majority of the profession individually to possess, yet it was found
useful to introduce, from time to time, the discussion of topies, local or other-
wise, of interest to the Profession. Accordingly, we find that in the year
1832, the subject of the medical school in connexion with the Royal Aca-
demical Institution and the Hospital, was freely discussed by the members,
And again in 1841, the Medical Reform question, which was then agitating
the Professional world, eame under consideration; and communications were
entered into with the Medical Association of Ireland. In 1843, the year
after the formation of the Medical Benevolent Fund Society of Ireland
(projected originally by Dr. Kingsly of Roscrea), the Belfast branch of
this most valuable Institution was originated, under the aunspices of the
Society.

Sir James Graham’s Medical Reform Bill of 1845 having attracted
much interest, was prominently brought before the profession of the North
of Ireland, through the instrumentality of this Society. A movement, re-
lative to the demands of Insurance Companies upon the Medical Profession,
originated among the members in 1849; and in the past year, the exami-
nation of medico-ethical points occurring in practice, was undertaken, for
the first time, by this Society.

Early in the present year, the last public matter brought under discus-
gion was the legislation on the Irish Medieal Charities; anwd a general
meeting of the medical practitioners of Ulster, summoned by the Society,
was the result.

In 1544, the precedent, already formed, of introducing discussions into the
usual business of the Society, assumed a systematic form, by the proposal of
Drr. Banders, at this time adopted: namely, that papers upon medical and
surgical cases and subjects should be read and diseussed at the monthly
meetings, This arrangement has been since in effective operation, and,
we feel assured, has been of vast benefit in promoting the objects of
the Society. Up to the present time, upwards of forty papers, all on
interesting subjects, have been submitted to discussion; and most of these
afterwards published in the Medical Journals.

In extension of this excellent arrangement, it was proposed, in 1843, to
sanction the introduction of Pathological preparations at the usual meeting,
and afterwards, if approved of, to preserve them in o Museum under the
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direction of the Society. This has been already carried out to a moderate
extent ; and a collection of highly interesting and valuable preparations,
amounting to nearly 400 in number, has been accumulated, chiefly by the
exertions of the medical staff of the General Hospital, in addition to a
a handsome donation from Dr. Robert Bryce, and purchases made by the
Society. The Museum, with the Library, is lomi,ted at the Hospital, and is
available to the Members at all timea.

The Society, upon its revival in 1522, did not contemplate having any other
officers than a Secretary and Treasurer appointed annually, the Chairman of
each meeting having been the fifth member entering the room. In 1544, it
is true, a Library Committee was formed ; but it was not until the past year
that the necessity for a fully constituted and regularly representative body
was generally acknowledged. Accordingly, in October ult., it was, for the
first time, decided that there should be annually elected a President, two
Vice-Presidents, and a Counecil of Six; these, with the Treasurer and
Secretary, to constitute a Directory for superintending its affairs. The
Society, at the present time, numbers sixty-four members, constituting
the great majority of the profession in Belfast, and including six from the
neizhbouring counties.

In the long period of thirty years, death has made sad havoe among us.
Of 175 successive members, 33 have paid the debt of nature! Space
permits not a mention of all, but we cannot omit paying a passing tribute
to the distinguished few: to the memory of Dr. ¥orecade, the original
Treasurer, and the founder of the Annual Feast in commemoration of the
revival of the association ; Dr. Halliday, the first honorary member, and a
large donor to the original Society; Dr. S. Stephenson, the second hono-
rary member; Dr. M‘Donnell and Mr. Moore, two of the memorable four
to whom its revival is to be attributed ; Dr. Sanders, for ten years its talented
and universally lamented Secretary; and Dr. 8. 8. Thomson, long its ac-
knowledged head, the Society has paid appropriate honours, and will ever
continue to attach to their remembrance the most sincere admiration and
the most affectionate respect.

The above brief deseription will sufficiently exhibit the objects which have
occupied, and continue to engage the attention of the Society. Tt will be
seen how varied and important these have been, and how conducive to the

advancementof medical science, and medieal interests generally, this institution
A
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iz calenlated to be. It has long since surmounted the obstacles of its early
career, and has reached a degree of stability which augurs a lasting and an
inereasing prosperity. It has passed, with success, that ordeal which attends
every public undertaking, and seems secure from any of those disturbing
causes which sapped it first foundation. Yet is there much room for im-
provement. We have members and zeal enough, but we are working under
great disadvantages. Our Library is but limited, and our place of meeting
can scarcely be ealled our own. This is not a state of things creditable to a
large and learned body; and ill becomes the high position of members of
a profession which, we believe, has single-handed accomplished more than
any other to extend the domain of science, and augment the sum of human
happiness in all ages and all countries.

We cannot here close this brief netice of our local Society more appro-
priately than by transeribing to our pages similar sentiments of our respeeted
President, as they are expressed in his excellent Inaugural Address, delivered
before the members last December :—

“There are many works connected with all the branches of the profession which are
still wanted to ecomplete the collection, and when these have been procured, funds are
vet needed to raise a building to contain it, free from the interference of any other body,
and to place it within the sole control of the profession, where the members might meet
freely and take coumcil, in a style worthy of their rank; and, like their brethren in
other places of distinction, possess an edifice which would confirm the standing, and
importance, and independence of the profession in Belfast.”

So say we; and we hope our worthy President may live to see the day
when hiz aspirations shall be triumphantly realized. This would, in-
dead, be the appropriate climax in the life of one who witnessed the
eradual development of the infant Society, and now ably presides over it in
the pride of its maturity.

e
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18 D9,
— Ty, Fdward May, Soveraign. [ The first eouniy grant me!w.-:!. for the
—  Proclamntion iasned by the King, direating Brispensary sol Fever Hospi
the laws of quarantine to be put in foree, || Feb, Bolfust Hepository opened for ﬂmrﬁ':ng
and n Board of Health tobe establishaod, aunid a-cllul&i the work of poor wome,
in eonsequence of ithe appecranca of & conduected by a committes of ladies, in
THoEL .I'ﬂll:!] epidenie on the shores of the Anmstoagt. )
Alealitorranean. Feb, 11 Died, William Sinelaire, an eminent linen
- The population of Belfost, 22,005; houses, ﬂgg?;&t, univarsally and deservedly
fild. RLee 3
- :ma'ﬂ..,mn, and 4 linen looms at work. Sopt. 17 Died, Mr. Richard M'Clelland, Surgeon
—_ Elo000 subseribed  towands the ercotion and Apothecary, and ngent at this port
of the Hoval Academical Institution. for the slok and wounded geamen of the
=  The Irish Harp School, condosted h;r' r. nna‘. He was one of the first Surgeons
Bunting; Mr. Arthur O°Neill, teach 1e charty.
1898,
—  Telfast Bank, Donegall-square North. Dee. 22 Died, Rev. Williamn Bristow, aged 3,
— Horthern Bank, 5, Donegall-placa, Rector of the Parish, and for many years
— Belfast Commercial Bonk, Herenles-strect Soveraign, - Ko man more j;.lal‘.il:.r marited
=  Branch of the Hibernian Bible Society, the character of an intelligent, active,
—  Daolfuse Insurance Company, 191, Xorth- and upright Magistraote; asd his ami-
street, abla qualities, and rare endowments,
Oct, 98 Died, av FPortpatrick, Vel Jones, Esq., made bim the delight of all who were
mged 8 for many vears Sdcreiary to the iﬂrit'ilrrgt.'il. to know him. On the day of
Di.;panm' and Hospltal—one of s ia death all the poblic marks of the
mast devoted sapporters. deapest regret were exhibited ; amd his
Des. 12 Died, Mr. Robert Stephonson, Surgesn; funcral procession was ihe most solemn
for: 20 vears' A most active and zealons nnd imposing ap¢¢tnn]n which had bean
mambar of the Conmittes of the Chari- aver witnessed,

tabla Society, to which he bequeathed
the mmndficent sum of £1 000,

18@9.
—  The Housa of Industry, in Swmithfield, || May 10 Died, ﬂtm-]nu.ThomMJ Amdriws, Fsq.,
opaned, for 0 any yaars an active Magistrate,
—  Acheson and Lyons' famous Academy, || Dee. 6 Died, the Hev. Robert Dobbs, o zealovs
Church-lane. plilanthropist, to whom the principal

charitics wara greul; indeabted.

HE most important feature in our history, at this period, relates to
5 the additional aid which the Charity was soon about to receive, in

l:ﬂnsl!quenm of the passing of a recent Act, empowering Grand Juries of

Counties in Ireland to grant certain sums towards the maintenance of Publie

Dispensaries and Fever Hospitals. Accordingly, on the 22nd February, 1807,
the Committee resolved to keep a separate list of the Subscribers to each of
the united Charities; in order that the forms of the Act referred to might be
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preserved, with a view to the grant, which was received, for the first time,
at the Summer Assizes this year, and amounted to £193 Ta. Gid.

This event was a source of great congratulation amongst the friends of
the still struggling institution, inasmuch as it gave them real encouragement
in the prosecution of their ohject to develope its utility to the very utmost,
and was felt to be an earnest of future stability.

Legislative provision, for establishing Dispensaries in Ireland, is first men-
tioned in the 45th Geo. III. This Aect, which authorised Grand Juries to
present £600 a-year for each county infirmary, further provides for the sup-
port of Dispensaries in Ireland. This latter provision was introduced in
consequence of the circumstance that © the distanee of many parts of each
county from the infirmary therein established, does not allow to the poor of
those parts the advantage of medical aid and advice, which such infirmary
was proposed to afford.” The 46th, 47th, and 49th Geo. III. are amend-
ments upon the original. In 1807, the 47th Geo. 1L, e. 44, provides,
“ That wherever any fever hospital has been or shall be established, in any
county, county of a city, or county of a town, in Ireland,” it is lawful for
the Grand Jury to present a sum of £100 at each assizes.

These were the powers by which the first grant mentioned above was
received, Afterwards, in the H4th and 5H8th years of George IIL, these
provisions were greatly extended, and were afterwards carried into wide
operation in every part of the country.

Towards the latter end of this year, the affairs of the Charity seem to
have been in a thriving condition, as we find that the Committee proposed
to take a large unoccupied factory, which was then being auctioned, for the
purpose of fitting it up as a fever hospital. Dr. M‘Donnell and Mr. W.
Clarke were authorised to bid as high as £800 on the oceasion. The idea,
however, was abandoned ; and as fever was then scarcely to be met with,
the Physicians and Surgeons were empowered to admit suitable cases of
other diseases, at their own diseretion,

On June 14th this year (1807), Mr. (now Dr.) AxprEw Marsnary was
solicited to act as Surgeon to the Charity; and on August 9th, Mr. (now
Sir James) Murray, surgeon, was appointed Apothecary, to succeed Mr.
Devlin, whe had previously resigned.

In 1808, the funds received considerable augmentation by the receipt of
a legacy from the late Mr. Cairng, the largest bequest as yei received. We

e Ie—m——e— e — - -—
e —— — e e - T e e —— e e e m ———




e

L

1807-9] FIRST COUNTY GRANT. 65

e
e S el e N

mention it for the purpose of showing how much the Charity was gaining
in public favour.

Dr. Srorr was elected Physician on March Gth, but continued in office
only for a few months: on leaving, he received the warm thanks of the
Committee. Mr. Murray resigned in October, this year, and was succeeded
by Mr. Harrison. In December, Dr. 8. S. Thomson, after seven years,
arduous services, desired to be relieved, which was acceded to with the
ereatest regret, and a cordial vote of thanks was passed by the Committee,
and subsequently published. Afier some time, however, he was induced to
resume duty, in conjuction with Dr, S. Stephenson.

The year 1809 is memorable, in the history of the Hospital, for the oc-
currence of the death of the Rev. WiLLiaM Bristow, one whom the reader
will have observed to have been devotedly attached to this Charity, and who
had watched and cherished, with most affectionate solicitude, its earliest
movements. In times of apathy and the greatest difficulties, he was one of
the trusting few, who, inspired with an indomitable zeal which no amount
of public indifference could chill or abate, and possessed of the strongest
faith in its ultimate prosperity, still toiled on, and at last had the gratifica-
tion to witness the fulfilment of their long cherished hope. It is refreshing to
contemplate the excellence of such a man; and had we space, we would take
delight in recording on this page his many estimable virtues, as a magistrate,a
pastor, a philanthropist, and a man. No eolouring could be too strong to em-
blazon his character, as an example for all time. The rich and the poor—
men of all ereeds, political and religious—felt that a void was created by his
departing breath ; and the most imposing emblems which a city’s love and
honour could suggest, were displayed on the melancholy occasion of his
burial. He is gone !—but so long as a spark of public spirit and charitable
feeling continues to burn in the human breast, so long must Belfast citizens
remember the honoured name of Bristow.

N
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MEMORABILIA ANNORUM.

ERL @,
= Firal lea of bullding an Fospital publicly —  Eard of 0"Neill, Prasident; J. M'Dennell,
ad I M.,V inq-f'mni.ant John Riddsll Trea.
—  Hoyal Bolfast Aeademienl Institution in- lmr, John AL Adom, Secretary; officors
oorporited Ed.‘ht of Parliament, and arp Society this year.
foundaiion March 19 Im-:t,l:lln'lel‘.ﬂlw,ﬂlq one of the enrliest
mdmﬂlaﬂmdﬂhﬂpapummurwiumi
Sept. 14 Dded, Charles B Burgeon fo the
County Down 1olirinary.
LEL1. .
—_ Res. Edward Bovers — Et. Patrick’s Bo Oatholie  Cliapel
— Luma.imr:lin. ﬁmﬁ-ﬁnuﬂuutl, nd 0 eoal reated. Lo e
J £2.000, eollected by a lottory and sule — Btrlﬁm l-ouminr Donogall-steeet; osta-
- 'I'h¢ iium-lc Socloty eatablishad. - mmmimw institiuted,
— ' o
18808,
—  Thomas Verner, Eaq., Soverelgn. —  Frienas' Mesting-house, in Frodevick-
— Bl George's Chureh ereeted on the alte street, erected,
of the " Churci, — O Market-house down.
- Reformad reshyterian  Covenanter's - Dranch of Atlas Insuranoe Company
Mepting-house, Linen- hlll Raoad, erepted opened.
— A Market construeted by Sir 1. May. Aug. 36 Subscri to erect the Commercial
—  Brown-sivest School- huma-a raised h;r snb- B mmmuwbd, Baobert Gallwell,
anriplions, at n cost of 1,500, Treazurer; Jumes Luke, Secretary,

I3 1-8.
= ° Moulgomery's Market opanesl, Moy 12 Died, Willinm Stevenson, Esq. aged &6,
= Populotben, 3533; houses, 6415 t-.imtna'uh.lml. maerehant, &
April 87 Bav, My, Haona's sermon in behialf of the
Hosplial—aftermards publishod.

Lal4,.

- Died, Mr, Bampson Clark 15, & most —  Foyal Academical Instiiution receives &
usefinl member “rmmr;ﬂﬁ grant from Parliament.

— Bir Braphen May, M.P. for the Borough. =  The Ausereonijc Society instituled.
—  Possession ﬁm‘oﬂhn Hoapitul gronmnd.
i21lE.
=  DBronch of Sun Fire-offies opened. ¥ov. 1 Linen-hall News-room opened, with 105
dune 5 Firet stone of the new Hospital inid by the “ members ; B, Callwell .

Marquis of Donegail.
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N thiz interval we notice the addition of a few new names to the list
- \ of previous Medical Officers. On the 29th Oectober 1810, Mr, Joux
BLAKELY was elected Apothecary, in the room of Mr. Harrizon, resigned ;
and he, in his turn, was suceceded by Mr. WitLram Darzerr, on 25d August
1812. OUn 24th July, 1814, Dr. J. L. Drummoxp became, for the first
time, connected with the Charity, first as Dispensary Physician, and soon
afterwards in the capacity of Hospital Attendant, in conjunction with Dr.
M‘DoxxeLr and Dr, 8. 8. TaOMSON.

Qur history here reaches a period of unusual interest. The charity has
now become fully acknowledged as one of the necessary and established
Institutions of the town. The meetings of Committee were regular and well
attended ; and even the annual gathering of the subscribers had become
invested with unusual attraction. A hopeful spirit pervaded all its affairs,
and every one at all interested, looked forward with bright anticipations to the
assumption of a larger field, wherein the peculiar blessings of the Charity
would be more widely experienced. The unsuitableness of the imperfect and

limited accommodation which it had hitherto afforded for the treatment of

accident and disease became the abiding convietion of the Committee. The
idea of raising a suitable structure had, indeed, been casually entertained
two years before, as we find in the handwriting of the late Dr. 8. S. Thom-
son, the report of a meeting, at which the propriety of reserving the legacy
of the late Mr. Cairns, for the nucleus of a Building Fund, was considered.
No practical step, however, was taken in this matter till the year 1810,
when, on January 9th, an applieation to the Murquis of Donegall was re-
solved upon, to solicit a grant of ground in Smithfield, or other appropriate
locality, for the erection of an Hospital, inasmuch as the lease of the houses
at present occupied had nearly expired. A very strong resolution of the
subscribers was carried, on the 9th of May, empowering the Committee
to take such steps as might appear to them most proper for raising a fund to
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erect an Hospital, adequate to the population and demands of the town ;
and, at the same meeting, a unanimous vote of thanks was given to the
Marquis for his very liberal promise of a lot of ground, such as the intended
buildings were likely to require. Messrs. Wm. Clarke, C. M“G. Skinner,
and Dr. M*Donnell, on 21st May, were deputed to arrange the taking out of
a lease from his Lordship. The ground was soon afterwards selected in Fre-
derick-street, where the present Hospital now stands; and the donation of
£100, contributed at this time by Wm, M‘Cann, Esq., was invested as the
commeneement of the Building Fund, In October, the deputation above-men-
tioned received from Mr. May, Sovereign, written authority to take possession
of the ground. In the following year, it was resolved to enclose and set it for
grazing, until such time as sufficient fands would be forthecoming. At a meet-
ing of Committee, 23rd February, 1812, the members statedly pledged them-
selves to use every exertion to collect contributions towards the Building
Fund. In this, they fortunately received the valuable co-operation of the
Committees of the Charitable Society and House of Industry, which bodies
publicly expressed, on 21st March, 1813, their conviction of the indispens-
able necessity for the erection of a proper building for an Hospital. Mr
Robert Callwell, was appointed Treasurer to this Collecting Committee ;
and the Medieal Attendants were requested to consider a plan for the in-
tended Hospital, commensurate with the wants of the town. A charity
sermon, preached about this time by the Rev. Samuel Hanna (now D.D.),
was published, and attracted much attention, from the excellent manner in
which it set forth the numerous ¢laims of the charity, and the necessity for
increased accommodation. The general meeting of this year strougly re-
commended the new Committee to take active steps to commence the
building, which was followed up in the beginning of the next year, by the
appointment of Messrs, R. M*‘Gee, A. Bayley, T. J. Andrews, and A.
Marshall, as a sub-committee, to procure plans and take the other prelimi-
nary steps for the erection of the Hospital.

'The appeal of the collectors was at once responded to with the greatest
rendiness, Every man thought it an honour to assume a high position on
the subseription roll ; and bankers, merchants, and professional men vied
with each other in contributing to this great work of mertyg and each felt
a pride in knowing that he was co-operating with his fellow-citizens, and
them, almost alone, in the raising of an edifice, to be devoted to the sacred
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name of charity. We have not space here to enumerate a tenth part of the
long list of benefactors; but we eannot omit subjoining a few of the more
prominent, reserving the remainder for our Appendix :—

The Belfast Banking Company, LEIIR 15 O
The Commercial Banking Gon pany, o - 18715 0
The Northern [ilV8 i e 11815 O
Francis Turnley, Esi., Richmond I.odge, e DA
Earl Massareene, e RN i il 5 N |
Robert Bateson, Belvoir 1’1-"!-: s wn R
John Turnley, Run:Linnlt, P |
William Clarke, e e B0 O
Mrs. Clarke, ... T we o800 D
Die. M Donnell, o SR R T
John Alexander & Cnmpmw we. BOC0 B
George Langtry, e i R

Thus fortified, the Committee felt themselves urzed to proceed with the
work without delay.

The first intention was to provide accommodation for 70 medical and surgi-
cal,and 30 fever cases. Several plans were considered, but one, hy Mr, Blain,
was eventually adopted, May 18th, 1815; and Mr. M*Cutcheon’s estimate
thereon was approved of. The lease was perfected and signed on the 4th
of June, and deposited in the Commercial Bank; and, on the following day,
the first stone of the new building was laid by the Marquis of Donegall,
with more than ordinary formality. His Lordship was attended on this
interesting occasion, by the Municipal Corporation, the Clergy of all denomi-
nations, the Medical Faculty, the Committees of the principal Societics, and
a larze number of the subseribers and friends of the Institution.

In the centre of the stone were deposited the following various articles,
emblematic of the civilization of the period, viz. :—A piece of pottery of ex-
quisite workmanship; several silver and copper coins of the reizn of
George ITL.; a copper Jubilee Medal; a Belfast Almanaec, and map of the
town ; a small quantity of linen yarn, of 100 hanks to the 1b.; impressions
from the seals of the Town and the Academical Institution; a small Bible,
about two inches square; a specimen of letterpress printing: a M.S., in
the Irish character, and the subjoined inseription :—

HOO NOSOCOMIUM

AEGROTIS ET ARTI MEDIC.E
BSACRUM 3

LSS
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1¥ SBALUTEM PUBLICAM,
I MORBORUM MEDELADM,
IN MIBERORUM BOLAMEXN,
ET IN MEDICINE ET CHIRURGLE
TSTS §
CIVES BELFASTIENSES
POSULRE,
AUBFICIIS SECUNDIS ;
INTER MAGNAM CONCORDIAM FLAUSDSQUE,
FOPULT ET FACULTATIE MEDICE
AEDIFICIL
LAPIDEM PRIMUM
FONENTE
FREXNOBILI VIRO GEORGIO AUGUSTO MARCHIONE DE
DONEGALL, ETC., ETC.
HON. JUN.
ARFO DOMINT, 1814,
ET REGKI GEORGII III, REGIS LV.

We can well imagine with what glowing interest the proceedings of this
memorable day were witnessed by the friends of the Charity, and more par-
ticularly by those who had for years previously been spectators of its progress,
We can readily contemplate them, as they watched with keen, expectant eye
the lowering of that first stone into its resting place, looking forward to a
time when a noble structure would grace that vaeant spot, extending all
around the blessings of the purest charity, and, above all, recognized, in the
hearts of the people, as the temple of the * good Samaritan.” At this time we
may well envy them these prophetie visions; we, who are now daily witnesses
of the comforts it supplies to the wretched sufferer, of the restoration to
to health of the wounded or stricken artizan, and the alleviation of those
countless forms of disense by which death preludes its fatal stroke.

Were there no other event in the Hospital records of the year 1810, the
one we are now about to mention would serve to impart to it, peenliar dis-
tinction. On the 5th of August, of this year, among the patients who
waited on the Committee to hear their decision on their application for ad-
mission, was a young woman, named Anne Marshall. After considering her
ease, she was permitted to enter the wards for two weeks. Not having quite
recovered on the expiration of this time, she was continued under treatment.
During the progress of her recovery, however, she made herself so useful,
in various ways, to the house-keeper and head nurse, that her departure was
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indefinitely postponed. We observe, that on January 12th, 1812, she was
publicly rewarded by the Committee for her services and good conduet, and
became regularly installed as assistant nurse. Some years after she reached
the position of full nurse, and eventually attained her present situation of chief
in this department of the Hospital. For many years past she regularly paid
her annual subseription of one guinea; and in the year 1849, a period of con-
siderable depression in the Hospital funds, she voluntarily came forward and
paid in to the Treasurer the munificent donation of £61! which was really,
in her ease, the accumulation of a lifetime. The reader ean now understand
the significance of this event, which betokened the most devoted aitach-
ment to the Charity, and the most trusting reliance on the management.

This old and respecied gentlewoman, after the lapse of 41 years of unre-
mitting servitude, still enjoys a wonderful share of health, She may be seen,
by the visitor, making her daily rounds amongst the wards, and, with anxious
solicitude and a homely care, rendering her little offices to comfort the dis-
tressed and the forsaken.

Yes, the world may deem them little, but in the words of the dramatist,

though
“It is a litele thing to speak a phrase

Of common comfort, which by daily nse

Has almost lost its sense; vet on the ear

Of him who thonght to die unmourned will fall
Like choicest music: fill the glazing eye

With gentle tears ; . » *

And shed on the departing soul a sense

More precious than the benison of friends
About the honoured death-bed of the rich,

To him who else were lonely, that another

Of the great family is near and fecls.”

In consequence of the very limited accommodation afforded in the houses
in West-street, notwithstanding the better financial position of the Charity,
the amount of intern relief was still very inconsiderable. We find that during
the year ending 1st May 1815, only 224 patients received the benefits of the
IHospital and 1245 that of extern aid. A change, however, was at hand—
appalling in its magnitude—startling in its contrast, which, when viewed in
comparison with the previous history of the Hospital, must be contemplated
as a special era in these annals, to this day remembered by many with the
freshness of yesterday.
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Tale.
—  Fov, Edward May, Soversign, = Waoslovan lhl.hulhm Chapel, Cotton-
—  First stipendiary Magistnate appointed, conrt, eraated
— rhal v i 1o the Acslomical Institution || Janusy § Aﬁwmm Hmh:waudln tha House of
witldrarn.
—  Moster Marineys” Associntion formed, duly @ Diad nl.uﬁnh‘:h-a W. B. Joy, Esq., of this
- A Branch of the Norwich Insurance Asso- own.
clatlon opeied
T80,
—  Thomas Ludford Stewnrs, Esi., Sovereign. | —  CUommereial Rewswoom, Waring-strest,
—  'The Hosplial comploted, and opened st | apened. Oharles Thomson, Trensurer
Auigrist, | —  Having= Bank Incorporatod ‘n\.' Act of Pare
- Tho House of Correstion, commeneed ln | liminent.
1814, completed this year. BAI'Cluney, —  An Act passed giving further powers toikie
S rypoan. Clharitable Soclery to supply the town
.= Gireat Doarth, Fover prevalla toan unpeo- with water. 3
codented xtent. Sopt. 17 Died, Bobert Oy, Esg, an eminent Bar
= The Poorhoiiaa pm‘.‘ﬂﬂ far 440 PANpATE, riater and political writer,
at & cost of £3.750 this year, Nov, 29 Died, G Hinaks, Enq., Burgoom tothe
—  Tha Houes of Indusiry u:pandn Hl 0 e o2nd H erd, B vletm tothe conta-
nnmiee bn relisf of 1,900 famill gions maledy of this period
e London Union Assuranes, insmul-ed 1714, )] Dee, 31 Died, Mlr. Franels Johnson, anothier snerd-
opensd & braneh at I‘-'u. 8, Dnmﬂla fiee to the prevaliing distemper. He
giresl.  Thomas Walsh, agent. was devoied io the manufacturing in-
—  Taoynl Exclinnge Assuranceapens a branch. terests of ihe country; and his death
& & B. Gomion, sgonts. was deeply anid enerally regretted.

i JHE enthusiasm which we have seen characterize the proceedings, at
e r; the elose of the previous year, continued, now rather to increase; and
was carried to the highest degree of feverish excitement, on the appearance
of that memorable epidemic which raged through these countries in the
vears 15816 and 1817.

Abont the beginning of November, in the former year, the first signs
of the impending storm began to attract the attention of the Committec. I
Fresh cases of the disease were appearing simultaneously, in numerous
parts of the town. The limited accommodation of the West-street Hos-
pital, was tested to the wtmost. An order prohibiting the admission of all
cases, but Fever, was of little avail. The forces were gathering thicker
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and thicker daily, and each new case that was denied immediate admission,
became the nucleus of many. Though confined to the poorer ranks, the
infections blast threatened the highest, and every one looked with anxious
expectation to the new edifice, now in course of construction, as the means
in God’s Providence to arrest the march of the angel of death.

But, notwithstanding the large sum received up till this time, from the
private subscriptions referred to in the last chapter, which reached upwards
of £1,700, still this, though it may have warranted the Committee in com-
mencing the edifice, was but a fraction of the amount required. The Cor-
poration were applied to, through the Marquis of Donegall, and pressed by
the urgeney of the case on the 9th March, 1817, they gave the liberal grant
of £400 ; grants were likewise received from the Lord Lientenant, £200;
donations from the Ballast Corporation, £300; donations from the Reliet
Fund, amounting to £285; from the proprietors of the Linen Hall,
£300; from the Sovereign and Burgesses of the town, £400, besides be-
quests, £256 ; collections at charity sermons, above £800; proceeds of
amateur entertainments, £317 ; and other sources, which raised the en-
tire fund to an amount nearly equal to the sum required for completing
the buildings. The Hospital when finished was caleulated to have thus
cost upwards of £5,000.

These extraordinary contributions enabled the committee to push on the
work with the utmost speed; and, though the walls were wet and the stair-
case scarcely secure, rather than delay a single day unneccessarily, they
transferred the patients from the old Hospital to the new, on the 1st DAY
ofF Aveust, 1817. Patients were now hurried in, and every available
spot became the recipient of the victims. At one time the number of
interns reached 212 ; but it is gratifying to mention in connexion, that at
no time, during this remarkable epidemic, was any application either from
town or country for a moment rejected. The new building was indeed
severely tried, for the march of the pestilence was not completely checked,
till the expiration of three years ; during which, no fewer than 3527 Patients
were admitted within its walls,

The reader, in his contemplation of the events of this period, as thus
briefly indicated, has been, doubtless, struck with the singular coincidence
of the erection of the Hospital and the outbreak of fever; for it must be re-
membered, that the first steps in the raising of the edifice were taken long

—
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before even the threatenings of the epidemic had been recognised. In this
point of view, therefore, is this period strikingly attractive; and if’ we look
again to the manner in which the pestilence was met, the influence of this
invaluable charity in arresting the disease will be observed to have been
peeuliarly powerful. It is plain that the system of isolation, if rigorously
carried out, would soon erush the power of the mightiest epidemic; and to
make it truly irresistible, sufficient means are alone wanting to convey the
stricken, the moment they become affected, from their confined and filthy
homes to the spacious wards of the Hospital; in fact, the preventive
agency of the Hospital relief is only limited by the degree of inspection
used to ascertain the existence of fresh ecaszes, on the moment of attack ; and
we believe that this will, in a great measure, explain why, in subsequent
times, a much more dreadful epidemic yielded to the preventive measures
adopted, in one-half the time.

The only draw-back to the utility of the Hospital, in this epidemic, was
the want of convalescent wards, to which the patients, soon after the crisis,
might be removed, and remain from one to three wecks, as the case might
be. This iz a provision of great importance in the management of fever on
a large scale. The Medical Attendants and Committee alike appreciated
it, and meetings were called, and the hiring of special accommodation for
the purpose was talked of; but the epidemic had spent its force ere any-
thing practical was accomplished.

The Press at this date, as might naturally be expected, teems with the
affairs of the different public charities. The times called for the votaries
of benevolence, and nobly did they answer. The Poor House relieved its
430 paupers—the House of Industry spent its £5,000 per annum, in sus-
taining 1,200 families—the Clothing Society, Soup Kitchens and Relief Com-
mittees, severally ministered to thousands of the destitute; and, altogether,
Belfast, at this period presented a glorious spectacle of philanthropy, de-
serving the admiration of the world. The prosperity of her later years is
doubly blessed by the reflection, that when but in the infancy of her
strength, she drained her dearest resources to help the desolate and afflicted
—to dry the orphans’ and the widows' tears—‘to feed the hungry and
clothe the naked,” and rescue a myriad host from impending destruction.
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4% Died, Mrs, Jolnston, for eight years
Honsekeoper of the Hospital, She was
Bighly respected, mod her funeral was
attended by the Hospital authorities
and & large nnmber of the subscribors.

156 Died, st London, William Thomson, Ear.,
Dopegall-square,

17 D¥ied, Bobert Bradshaw, Eaq., President
of the Chamber of Commares,

23 Died, at isa, Rev. E. May, Vicar, aud
sovoral times Boveraign of Belfust; pos.
seaged of igh and varded talents I

15 Died, st Orangetield, Fugh Crawford, Esg., l
an extensive merchant and banker.

ia1a8,
— Tommereial Buildings contracted for. May
— The frishman, o weekly newspaper, is-
sued.  Proprietor, Mr. dohn Lawless.
131D.
—  Firstatowm-boatarrived at Belfast; having || Juue
crossed from Liverpool.
— Thomas YVermer, Esq., Soversign. Seplt
—  Ulster Fomale Penitentlary opened, in
York-dane. Physicians, Dirs. Stephon- (fOct
RO aﬂd Thomson; Surgeon, K. M'Clu-
Y.
Marah 17 wmmuﬁ stone laid of the Commercial || Nov.
Enildin
Aug. 20 Died, l‘lr.E:'E'IJlIam Dalzell, Apotheeary to
the Hospital.
L38®@,

Feh,

Farl of Balfast, Soversimm.

Female Soslety for clothing the poor formed.

Snil-making commenced in Belfust,

The Irish Horp Socicty revived. Mr, Ward, || Oct.
Hacreiary.

Peliwst Fishing Company orpanized.

Public Baths opened, by Isracl Millikin,
ater’'s-hill

b Db, “1]1!!115. Dwrennan, Ezq., M.I, ﬁ.g;q!r]
45. A patriot in the truest sense. A
man of the highest integrity, and splen-

Nov.

did talemis; not even his enemies
could coneenl their admivation of hLis
o ﬂgx‘:]uina ?.Iudifhamw.

g the collsction plate was el roumd,
after the deliveryof Dir. Hm-mm,
in wid of the I house, o perach tif-
Enows placed upon it two Bank of Ire-
Innd notes, to the value of £1,0001

1 Commareial Bulldings opened, with News.
roan, &,

io%8l.

Eabhath-sehoo]l Unlon formed,

Belfast Insurance Company, 34, North-
slraet.

Mercantile Eegister issued.

The Globe Iusurance Company oponed.
Samual Bruce, jun., ngent.

Tmperial Fire Assurance (ompany openad,
Donegall-Quay. W, T. Harvey, agent.
The second Beeading Presbyterinn

opened, Rev, John Edgar, first minister,

Juna
Sepl.

8],
A branch of the National Institotion ﬁ.-ri Dec, 21 Wr “L Bingham, first registered pupil of

the Deaf and Dumb formed.  Treasurer,
It. M'Cluney; Seereiory; Bev. W, Bruce,

April 46 Died, Dr. Neilson, aged 468, Professor of |

ouse (| Sepk 50 IMI[:‘ﬂ’ et Malone House, William Lepge,

Latin, Groek, and Hebeow ; Hoad Maz.
ter of the RHoyal Belfist Acsdemieal In-
siltutbon ; an eminent tencher of the
Trish language.

1 Natural History Socioty established.

15 Idied, Charlos Valentine J Eaq., Done-
gallstreet, High Gnm.'lm

the Hospatai.
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Il

—



6 THE ADMISSION OF PUPILS. [1818-21

e

_&ﬁf %&bmtﬁwﬂ QF %H%R,PIEE+

lil.. great epidemic which formed the subject of the previous chapter,

¥© though now shorn of much of its virulence, could not be said to have
cﬂasml till the year 1819, On a rough caleulation, it may be considered
that, ineluding Hopital patients, upwards of 7,400 inhabitants must have
been infected during the past years; a proportion nearly equal to one-fourth
of the entire population. Little wonder, then, it engrossed public attention
to an exciting extent, and every means supposed to have preventive influence
was brought into active requisition. Among these, the sanitary measures
adopted on a former oceasion were now most extensively employed. The
houses of the poor were cleansed in hundveds, and straw bedding was sup-
plied to thousands. The Dispensary visitors were to be found everywhere,
discovering the earliest symptoms, and transferring the stricken at once to
Hospital. In the course of these inspections, it was generally observed—
ani indeed the fact is universal, and fully borne out by all experience since
—that *when the inhabitants are above penury, and elean in their person and
houses, their residences have, with very few execeptions, been exempt; while,
streets oceupied by the indigent and slothful, and those especially containing
dirty close entries, produce the greatest number of patients.” The experience
of this epidemic proved, to the fullest extent, the contagions nature of the
fever, and eorroborated the views already entertained by the friends of the
Hospital, as to the incaleulable utility of such an asylum. One circumstance
is specially recorded, in illustration of this fact. It appeared that, in 1820,
18 boys were all admitted from one cotton printing shop, in which 44 were
employed ; of these, 15 had been working on one side of the room. It was
asceriained that the infection was communicated, by a convalescent, to a
youth near the door, in the first instance, and afterwards to proceed pro-
cressively from one individual to another along the one side of the room,
in preference to the other, as the ventilating current principally moved in the
former direction. It is also interesting to observe, that two months elapsed
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between the infection of the first and last of these 18 persons, Facts like
these, derived as they are from practical experience, are deserving of all at-
tention ; and were their indications always acted upon, in conjunetion with
sanitary measures, the fever pestilence would cease to be the plagueof Ireland,

The Charity had now been receiving county aid since the year 1507.
At the present time it amounted to upwards of £500, the subscriptions

having greatly increased in consequence of the alarming increase of

disease. In consideration, therefore, of the increased resources of the
Charity, and the express intention of the legislature in granting suppert
from the county at large, taken in connexion with the fact that such inten-
tention was rightly interpreted in all other counties where Dispensaries and
Fever Hospitals existed, Mr. Clarke, Treasurer, was induced to bring the
subject of granting salaries to the Medical Attendants of the Dispensary and
Hospital before the Committee, on the 28th September, 1818, The project
was received favourably by a very larre meeting, Adam M‘Clean in the
chair; and it was resolved to summon a general board of Subscibers, specially
for the purpose of considering the propriety of adopting the sugzestion.
Prior to the meeting, several letters on the subject, pro and con, appeared
in the newspapers, and public feeling was thereby excited to a considerable
pitch, The profession itself was divided ; and two parties ranged themselves
under the respective leadership of Dr. S. 8. Thomson and Dr. J. M‘Donnell.
The meeting alluded to was held on the 6th October, when the opinion ap-
peared to be, that in the then anxious and excited state of the public mind,
it was better to let the matter drop. This resolution, however, did not in
any degree abate the ardour of the struggle. Letters and pamphlets, for
months after, distracted the public attention, and the controversy was only
closed by the final retirement from the duties of the Hospital of Dr. 8, 8.
and Dr. J. Drummond. Tt is not our intention, in this place to do more
than recal these events to the memory of the reader. We have our own
opinion, and have publicly expressed, and publicly acted upon it, and we
consider, therefore, that a discussion of this disputed point would be alto-
gether digressive and superfluous, Suffice it to say, that the spark thus
kindled was not at this time extinguished ; for some years it smouldered, it
is true, but only in the end to create a flame so strong, that nothing has since
heen able to quench it.

An important feature of the interval above indicated is the stated recor-
q L=
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nition, by the Committee, for the first time, of the propriety of admitting
pupils 1o see the practice of the Hospital. The resolution alluded to is
dated 16th January, 1820, and is to the effect : first, that it is the opinion
of the Committee, that it is safe and proper to admit pupils into this Hos-
pital; and, secondly, it is resolved, that cach of the Medical Attendants
may introduee one pupil approved of Ly the Committee, to see his practice,
and to act ns Clerk or Dresser, for whose conduct the gentleman by whom
he is introduced shall be responsible ; and, thirdly, the pupil so admitted is
prohibited from visiting the patients of any other Physician or Surgeon
without his permission, or in any case to prescribe for any patient in the
Hoszpital, or otherwize interfere with the medieal or surgical treatment, or
with the duties of the Apothecary. 1t would appear that the idea thus ex-
pressed arose out of the snggestion of a sub-committee, appointed in 1817,
to andit the accounts of the Charity. Among other matters, they devote
a paragraph strongly recommending the admission of pupils, which puts
their claims so well that we cannot omit its quotation:—

#There is another circumstance,” it states, * which not flowing directly
from our duty, yet, as connected with the general interests of the Institution,
we beg leave to submit to the consideration of the Committee. The Hospital,
we trost, has now attained such a state of permanence, and promises to
be conducted on such an extensive seale, that the advantages flowing
from it should not be confined to the mere objects who are relieved within
its walls. The Physicians and Sargeons of Belfast should be invited to
place their pupils there, to acquire experience by observing its practice;
and in the course of a few years it might become a school of Physic and Sur-
gery, of no trifling importance to the young medieal students of this neigh-
bourhood and the provinee of Ulster.  Exclusive of this general purpose, and
even if no immediate emolument would be derived by the Hospital from this
plan, still so mueh assistance might be obtained by it to your Apothecary,
both in the shop and in his attendance in the Hospital, that the labours of
these departments might be greatly facilitated to him, and the various duties
by them better and more regularly performed. (Signed,)

“ Ropert TENNENT.
“ Ropert M‘GEE.
¢ Belfast, 25th August, 1817.”

Were we to go still farther back, we might point to the inscription de-
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posited in the first stone of the building, in 1815, to show that the Hospital
was dedicated to the advancement of medical seience, as well as to the relief

of the distressed,
HOO NOSOCOMION

AGROTIS ET ARTI MEDIC/E
SACRUM.

The idea was, therefore, generally entertained, in connexion with the found-
ing of this Hospital ; but it was not until the year above mentioned, that
the admission of pupils was regularly authorized, and more than a year
elapsed before the jirst registered pupil formally entered the Hospital. Iis
name was Mr. W. Bingham, afterwards many years practitioner in Down-
patrick, where he died, in 1848, Since this period, we have a list of above
400 names that have been successively reorded, up till the present time. In
examining into the history of this long roll of noviciates, it is not a little
curious to observe the varied changes which their after lives present :—some,
after a brief trial, entirely abandon the profession, and assume some other
avocation,—some, having proceeded steadily in the march of knowledge,
have been suddenly removed by the touch of death,—some having passed the
ordeal, commenced the duties of professional life, and not sueceeding to their
expectations, *‘ have thrown physic to the dogs,” and entered upon a new ex-
istence in another sphere ;—the majority are scattered abroad on sea or
land, and in all countries, where the British flag is acknowledged.

What a gratification must the friends of this Charity have in the reflec-
tion, that the blessings which this Hospital has been the means of affording,
may be disseminated a thousand-fold in all time, and in all parts of the
habitable globe. We can conceive of no higher source of earthly pleasure
than the contemplation of this vast result—it lives in the past, in the present,
and the future.

In this period of four years, several new names appear in connexion with

- the Hospital. In June 21st, 1819, Samuel Bruce, jun., Esq., was appointed

Secretary in the room of Mr. Dobbs; in July 24th following, J. Bar-
nett was elected Treasurer ; and in September 12th, Mr. Assavom MarTix
was elected Apothecary, in the room of Mr. Dalzell, deceased. Among the
Medical Attendants, we observe that Dr. H. Purpos, Dr. Forcapg, and Mz,
D. Moonrg, were appointed, in 1320, for the first time. Among these internal
changes we cannot refrain from particulary mentioning the death of Mrs.

e ——
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Johnston, the highly-respected housckeeper. For a period of eight years
she managed the domestic arrangements in a manner most gratifying to the
Committee, who testified their admiration of her many good qualities by
attending in a body on the occasion of her funeral. This circumstance,
though apparently trifling, is one of much significance, and will redound to
the high credit of the managing body, so long as these annals shall exist.
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1a84%,
—  Maedieal Sociaty revived. [ Man. 13 Died, A. Martin, Apothesary to the Hos-
—  British Commercinl Insurnnes. J. Crom- ital.
sig, aront. Nov. 17 Dded, in Dublin, James Ramssy, Ezq.. an
= The Ludies' Glothing Booiety and Bible eminent Bolleitor, practising in Belfast
Assoaintion united. fur o long series of years.
—  Alvion Iusurmnece Office. William Now- | Dec. 26 Died, Hugh Wilson, Esq., nged 76; one of
SAMm, Agent. the oldest merchants of lis day.
—  Population, 37,117 ; houses, 5332,
1888,
=  The National Assarapce Company. J. [ Nov. 10 Died, Rev. Josing Alexander, nged 41,
Harrison, agent. pastor of the Heformed Presbyterian
Ang. 26 Died, Mr Arrolt, Surgeon. congrogation, and teacher of mathe-
Ang. 80 The wown lighted with gos. II muitios in the Belfast Academy. His
Sept. 29 Died, Thomas Ferguson, Esq., ene of the funeral wos stiended by a vast conaourae
aldiest and most respoctable inhabitants; of poeople.  In the procession wore the
a zealous co-aperator with the founders Medical gentlemen, the professorsinthe
of the Poor-bouse and Infirmary. Institution, the teachers and scholars of
the Acndemy, &
| Dae. 16 Died, Hugh Carson, Esq., morchunt.
1384,
=  dobn Agnew, Esq., Sovercign. — . Goddard, agent for Westminster Life
—  Norbhern Whig issned ; oftce,Corn-Market. Ol
- West of England Insurance, J, Hone, _— The Rushlight, s weekly newspaper, issusd.
ﬂi.ﬂlll‘- Clarke and Hope, propristors,
== 5L Patrick’s Assurance. G.4& T.ATear, —_ Bmum'-.sb'r':eﬂd.gcint rand Bethel Tnion,
agenis, May G Died, Johin Thomsou, Esq., Jennymount,
—  Bhamrock Insuranee Company. J. Oram- aged 58,
sla, agent.
A28 L.
—  Manchester Assurance. G. & H. Hynd- || Sept. 1 Died, John Holmes, Eaq., aged 50,an emi-
_ Imii, -"JE\':“'-*- nent merchant, and banker for upwards
—  Nelson Club House, Donegall -places, of half & century,
—  Northem Yaeht Club. Secretary, Hobert || Sept. 22 Died, Mr. James Baker; tho first to in-
Thomson, E=q.. Jennymount, troduce the muslin manufacture into
—  Steam-boat trade regulirly commenoed. Belfast,
- Wash Mills first constructed ai Bally- || Nov. 26 Died, Joln Grogg, Bag., aged 72, ¥ To him,
Abrnin, wi have strong reasons to believe, the
—  The Ardoyme Damask manafactory eom- poor of this town are indebied for the
menced. munificant donation oMLK, which wos
May Mechanics” Instituts fonnded. John M dropped into the poorbox, at the chari-
Cunes, W. Teunent, Robert Grimshaw, table collection in v, Hanna's Mecting-
Jos. Stovenson, Robt, Barnett, Trusteos, house, 20th October, 1820, News-
July 2 Thomas Vanes, Esq., on leaving town for Leller,
Mexien, wis rremmﬂl with an addrosa || Dee. 15 Thied, at Malome, John Templeton, T,
and a pieca of plate, by the Chamber of il G60; highly distinguished in scicnco
fﬂmmrmmﬂ other principal fnbalbi- and natiral Listory,
108 @&,
—  The Provincial Bauk branch opened. —  Typhus epidemisin the Poor-house this
—  Gmving docks formed by the Harbour | Oct 18 Died, Mr. Avthur Johnston Crawio . of
Commissioners. Crawfordsburn,

Society for the relef of tho Destituta Sick,
ori ‘rancis Spaldl 28,
o Jlmnhlugl'?. rancis Spalding, Esq

Ladigs’ Clothing Soelety for the poor formed

Nov, 14 Ided,of typhus fover, Dr. Benjamin Thomp-
80N A WO member of the Delfast
Historic Society, and Physician Lo the
Hozpital,
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TYHE Hospital annals of this period notice the prevalence of small-pox,
f_:; in 1822 and 1524, and a revival of the Fever epidemic, in the Autumn
ol 1826, In this latter year, a second subscription was called for, to meet
the increased expenses arising from the epidemic. The report for this year
refers with great satisfaction to the gradual increase of the Charity in utility
and in public estimation. Tt cannot be concealed, however, that a material
agency in the augmentation of funds was the very prevalent dread of fever.
There cannot be a doubt, that charity is greatly stimulated, to say the least,
by the strong fecling of self-defence. The Hospital was looked upon, univer-
sally, as the snfety-valve which prevented the general explosion of the epi-
demie; and this view was ever strongly impressed upon the minds of the
publie, both by the reports of the Committee and the frequent instances of
infection observed by the Medical Officers, The County grant, also, con-
tinued to assist very materially—between £400 and £600 having been re-
cularly received annually. In this way, and with the addition of numerous
donations, bequests, and judicial fineg, the income at this time reached an
average, of about £1500, which presents a striking contrast to the limited
means in the earlier parts of the history.

We observe, in this period, several new appointments and changes in the
Medical department. On the 7th of May, 1822, Mr. WALKER was appointed
Apothecary, in the room of Mr. Martin, deceased ; and was suceeeded by Mr.
Jonx Arckiw, in May, 1821 In August, 1824, Dr. S. S. TroMsox again
appears to resume duty at the Hospital; and, in October 1826, Dr. Ronerr
Srerpnesson and Dr. Bexsony Taosrpsox were elected Attending Physicians,
The latter, however, was seized with fever, a few months subsequent to his
appointment, and died much honoured and lamented.  In that brief interval
he gained the highest respect for his zeal and assiduity, and by the poor was
especially beloved. Tn December, Dr. W. M. Wirsox was elected in his stead.

Among the events of note for which this period is distinguished, none
possesses greater claims upon our attention than the formal introduction of
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Clinical instruction, as a part of the duties of the Medical Attendants of the
Charity. We have seen that the Hospital had been already opened to pupils,
for the purpose of diffusing instruction from the practice of the Attendants,
The imparting of a knowlege of disease, as it actually oceurs, in a _systematic
form, would seem a matter of necessary consequence upon the recognition
of the principle of making the Hospital an educational institution ; yet, it
appears, that it was not till the latter end of 1826, that any steps were taken
by the Committee to regulate clinical instruction.

The first notice of the subject, in the records of the Hospital, oceurs
in the month of December of this year. Two letters addressed to the Com-
mittee and the Joint Board of Managers and Visitors of the Institution,
by Dr. J. L. Drummond, had appeared previously in the colomns of the
public papers, in which the setting apart of special ecases of disease for
clinical purposes, and the regular delivery of clinical lectures by teachers
in a Medical School, are strongly recommended, as measures highly
conducive to the interests both of the school and the Hospital. A special
meeting of the Committee was summoned to consider these propositions ;
and the Medical Staff were, in the mean time, requested to give their opinion
thereon. Their report, which was signed by Drs. M‘Donnell, Thomson,
Stephenson, Forcade, Wilson, and Mr. Moore, very properly, and on very
adequate grounds, took objection to the plan proposed by Dr. Drummond ;
but, at the same time stated, that, should it be decmed adwisable, clinical
lectures in the Hospital, either at the present or any future day, might be
undertaken by one or more of the Medical Attendants, in their respective
departments, without being liable to the objections to which they referred.
This report having been duly considered, in connexion with Dr. Drummond’s
proposal, it was resolved, on the 4th of March, 1827, to refer the expediency
of establishing medical Lectures in the Hospital to a further meeting of the At-
tendants. The matter was afterwards(1st May)submitted to a general meeting
of subscribers, on which oceasion the Committee were formally instructed to
give every encouragement for the delivery of elinical lectures, on select cases,
in the Medical and Surgical departments, and to facilitate the attendance of
pupils at these lectures, and on the general practice of the Hospital. The
principle having been thus regularly adopted, it was left to the Medical
Attendants to carry out the details, Aceordingly, on the Srd of June,mmlgﬂ*
ments were finally made for the delivery of the first clinical lecture, which
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Dr. M‘Donnell was requested to give. He was followed up by Dr. Wilson,
| My, Moore, and others of the staff'; and, up till the present time, this invalu-
| able regulation has been carried out with the greatest success.

It was not to be expected that this extra duty would be performed sa-
tisfactorily to-all parties concerned, without some mutual encouragement ; and
we therefore observe, in the report of the minutes of 15th Oectober, this year,
i a resolution of the Committee, ruling that the money received from pupils
| for attending lectures, &e., in the Hospital, be handed over to the lecturers,
| for the purpose of providing books, and otherwise promoting the advantage
| of the pupils. It must be here mentioned, that the pupils’ fee for attending
the practice of the Hospital, first fixed in 1823, at one guinea per annum,
had been hitherto appropriated to the common support of the Hospital.
This arrangement established the principle of devoting the fees of the pupils
to providing clinieal insiruetion—a prineiple which, had it been always
acted upon, wounld have greatly conduced to have established the Iospital,
ere this, as an attractive resort for the students of medicine.

To render such an asylum available to the utmost, for the diffusion of medi-
cal instruction—to make the vast field there afforded of the highest value to
the young beginner—to serve the cause of science in the abode of Charity,
. an amount of labour, and zeal, and talent, iz required, which demand all the
i| encouragement that the managers have it in their power to bestow.

Clinical instruction is not to be imparted by a careless walk through the
wards, The pupil must be regularly tanght to examine and distinguish
I disease for himself—to apply the necessary means of cure—to set the fracture,
| to dress the sore, and perform the minor operations, with his own hands—
to watch, under close superintendence the effects of remedies—the knife of
the operator, and to inspect the traces which nature, in disease, has left
upon the human frame. These are matters which no routine, or hurried, or
superficial attendance is caleulated to realize ; but, on the contrary, the most
patient, assiduous, vigilant, zealous, and unceasing labour on the part of “

the teacher, and the most rigid attendance on the part of the pupil, are ab-
solutely necessary to develope the edueational resources of an Hospital. It
|| will not be thought that we attach too much importance to this subject, when
it is remembered, that, after all—after the most elaborate teaehing which the
. systematic schools and colleges can supply—the student must, at last, sit
down at the bedside of disease, and, in all humility, inquire of nature herself
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as to her secret workings.  After all, he must appeal to her decision in every
case of difficulty ; and, frequently, he will experience the sad truth that man
is often fonder of proving his own fancies, than humbly reeording the
simple answers of nature—the touchstone of truth., And further, when we
reflect what may be the amount of happiness or misery which may flow from
a right or a wrong interpretation of her physical works, as they are displayed
to us in the wards of an hospital, the importance of extreme care, vigilance
and perseveranee, in the teaching of her ways, to those who are subsequently
to bring these teachings to the test of practice, cannot be too strengly en-
forced. We maintain, then, that the governors of hospitals, act under a
peeculiarly high responsibility, which ean only be satisfied when the voice of
conscience tells them that they have afforded every possible means to ensure
the end referred to,—that they have given every possible encouragement to
promote it, and that they have convinced themselves that such end is, in
every instance, attained.

Our readers will pardon us for here diverging a little from the regular
course of our subject, in order to introduce to their notice the claims of a
most excellent association, which was founded at this time, \

It happened, at the cloze of this epoch, that a stranger, a native of Edin-
burgh, visited this town, on matters of business, Dysentery and fever were
abroad ; an unprecedented depression sunk deeply on almost every extensive
branch of trade and manufactures ; famine visited the abode of the labourer,
and destitution and disease went hand in hand together. This stranger
possessed a heart susceptible of the tenderest feelings, and the ery of distress
sounded imploringly on his ear. He determined to visit the abodes of that
misery, to see for himself how the masses existed. The narrative of his in-
spections, were it told in all its integrity, would be ineredible to the ordi-
nary reader. They lived and died in penury, in sickness, in wretchedness,
and woe, unpitied—nay, unknown, His feelings were powerfully impressed;
and, though only on a visit, he found it impossible to withdraw himself from
those appalling scenes without an effort, however feeble, for their amelio-
ration. He could not leave without devising means to reach those crea-
tares of misery, and bring them sympathy and relief. e immediately
communicated with a friend, and poured out his soul before him. A

flame of charity burned brightly within them. The idea of sending out
8

= — s L
——— — T




e o ————— e

: B THE DESTITUTE SICK, [1822-2G

P e,

ministering angels among these forsaken vietims, sprung from the conference,
and the

“SocierY For THE REevier or tHE Desmrrome Siok,”

was the memorable result. The name of the stranger was Mr. Spalding—that
" of his friend, the Rev. Dr. Edgnr. Only six years clapsed wmntil death re-
|  moved its benevolent founder, He sowed the seed, however, in good soil.
“He that laid the foundation stone has gone to his reward, but his work
still lived : the principle of benevolence on which it was based made it
immortal ; the benefits which it conferred stretched into eternity.”

Such was the beginning of this excellent Society. It was founded in love
and the purest charity, and, though comparatively overlooked amidst the en-
grossing pursuits of a worldly age, this small and umpretending Union has
ii silently done its work of benovelence, in the very heart of the city, imnoticed,
:i scarcely known, Its machinery is simple ; its objects being carried out by a

visiting committee of ladies and gentlemen ; yet its eollective operations
have now an imposing magnitude, and include, since its formation, the reliel
of 17,859 ecases of distress, at the comparatively small cost of £6,323 16, 94.
For its practieal management, as might naturally be expected, commendation
is especially due to the lady visitants. Regardless of trouble, difficulties, and
even dangers, these fair messengers of mercy seck out the deserving sufferers
in their miserable hovels—speak the healing words of comfort—hand the eup
of nourishment to the weary convalescent, or smooth the pillow of the bed of
death. These are offices which the purest philanthropy alone could sug-
gest—ithe true exemplification of Him who “went about continually doing
good ;¥ and of that true religion, which enjoins us to *visit the fatherless
and the widow in their affliction.”

e e —————————— 34— s
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MEMORABILIA ANNORUM.

ig8aq,
—  Royal Patanie Garden formed. Ogt. 1 Chapel-lane Dispensary opened.
— Fisherwiok-place Presbyterinn  Meeting- || Oct. 1§ Dded, William s, Eang, in his Vith
house erected ; cost aboot L0000, vear. Having lived in Bridge-street,
e The Guardian issned. muchrespecied, for shove hall a coutury,
Feb, 20 Died, John Crawford, Esq., of Crawfonds- the shops in that strect were all elosed
bum, in his B4t year; a Magistrate, on the L:' of his funeral.
Grand Juror, and highly philanthropte |
gentleman, ]
1888,
— Sir Stephen May, Sorvereipne. i duly 4 Died, John Camplall, l".u-].. Surgeon,
_— May-street  Presbyterinn Meeting-house || July 156 Died, Rev. W, 1. H. M'Ewen; aged 41,

el The shops were closed throngh wiiel

— D‘:Etnru first sent to the County gaol. th procossion passed, and every solem.
May 9 Died, at his residencas, Greanmount; John nity marked Lis immaenss foneral,

Bell, n member of the Soeisty of Friends, || Nov. 25 Dled, Thos MaeCabe, Esq.. M.T., aged 47,
Tl-&g&tlmﬁmﬂ:lmmﬁm:ohﬁm spinners | Physicinn to the Fever Hospital,

n Al

1289,
— Lunatic Asylum erested, at & eost of || April 18 A most valuable serviee of plate presented

L0 000, to Jameas M Donnall, 3.0, by the prin-
—  Donegall-street National Sehool, fonnded by cipal nobility and gentry of Belfast and
the Hight Rev. Die. Crolly, I C. Bishop ita vicimity.
of Down and Connor. May @ Died, John Young, I.T.I), Professor of
Moral Philosoply in the Belfust College,
from 1815,
138 ®.
—  Bavings Bank built, ot a cost of £1400. || May 4 Foundation stone laid of the Natural His
- The machine-spinning of looen yarm intro- | tory Musenm, College-sqnare.
duced by Mezara, Muolhollunsd, || May 24 Died, W. Napier, Esq., aged 75; an inhabi-
—  The Lying-In-Hospital, Antrim Hoad, | tant of Belfast for upwirds of half &
ereabed, it acost of £1,900, | CEDLUTY.
April & Iied, Cunningham Gregg, Fsq., ot Bally- || Des. 9 Died, Isane Harrison, Esq., merchant, aged
mencch, County Down, in his 63th year. | 0.

iVER since the adoption of the plan of clinical instruction, to which

i JQ we have drawn attention in the preceding chapter, the idea of the
foundation of a Medical School, in connexion with the Academical Institu-
tion, continued to grow more and more in favour, both amongst the profes-
sion and the friends of the Hospital.

On the 15th of November, 1829, a conference was held, composed of the
Committee, the entire Medical Staff, and a deputation from the Institution,
to take this matter into consideration. The subject was further specially
considered by the Medical Attendants, whose report formed the ohject of a
special meeting of Committee, held 29th November, James Campbell, Esq.,
in the chair. On this oceasion, it was unanimously resolved, “ That this
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Committee fully concur in the expediency of the establishment of a Medieal
School, and are ready to co-operate with the Joint Boards of the Institution
in any measure for the attainment of so desirable an object, that may be
consistent with the welfare and interests of the Hospital.” 8o far, then, the
Hogpital authorities did what they could to forward the movements, and
whatever obstacles delayed the regular establishment of the School for some
five years after, cannot be laid at the door of the Committee, or of the Medical
Officers of the Charity. For some years, courses of Lectures on Anatomy
and Chemistry had been regularly delivered, the former by Dr. J. L. Drummond,
who was elected Professor for life, These were, it is true, of a popular cast;
and students not destined for the profession formed the majority of the classes,

The number of medical pupils in attendance was observed, however, to in-
crease, and this eireumstance formed the chief claim on which Dr. Drum-
mond rested his appeal to the Boards. These two classes were, of course,
insuflicient ; others were wanting to form what could properly be called
a Medical School. These were not established for some years after-
wards, and then, chiefly on the proposal of a number of Medical Atten-
dants of the Hospital and Dispensary, who first framed a systematie plan ofa
complete médical course of instruetion, and agreed to initiate the necessary
lectures, for a time, without other aid than that derived from the fees of the
students, They submitted this proposal, in all due form, to the Joint Boards
of Managers and Visitors, who, though not immediately desirous of acceding
to their wishes, gave them a pledge that the formation of a complete Medical
Sehool would be forthwith entered upon. It was not, however, until the
4th August, 1835, that the establishment of a medical department in the
Lioyal Belfast Academical Institution was regularly adopted at the Joint
Doards. The chairs of Anatomy, Theory of Physie, Surgery, Practice of
Physie, Chemistry, Materia Medica and Pharmacy, Midwifery and Botany,
were occupied in November of that year,

The professors were at first dependent on the fees of their students, but
afterwards small salaries were affixed, in addition, They were to hold office
five years from the date of their appointment; this period to be extended at
the discretion of the Board, A special rule, however, was made to meet the
case of Dr. Drummond, who, in consequence of his having been some time
previously elected Professor of Anatomy for life, and being actually in the
performance of the duties, and in the receipt of a salary as such, was con-
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tinued a life member of the Medical Faculty without election, and the rules
of the Board respecting term of serviees and emolumentis were suspended
in his case. The School thus opened under the direction of the following

professors, viz, :—

Dr. J. L. Drummonid, oo Driginal Professor of Anatomy and Physiology.
D, Andrews, o . Professor of Chemistry.

Dir. John M‘Donnell, e Profissor of Surgery.

D, Little, sas ... Professor of Midwifery.

Dr. Marshall, e «ne Professor of Materia Mediea and Pharmacy.

In 1836, Dr. WitLiam MaTeer was appointed to the chair of Botany,
and Dr. M‘Conmac to the chair of the Practice of Physic; and in 15840,
Dr. Huorst commenced a course of Lectures on Medical Jurisprudence.
The chair of Surgery was occupied successively by Dx. THoMas FERRAR,
appointed in 1836; Dr. Correy, 1837 ; and Dr. Gorpox, in 1847, In
1840, Dr. Burpex was chosen to oceupy the Midwifery chair, vacant by
the resignation of Dr. LrrrLe. These Professors conducted their different
departments with much success till the year 1849, when the school itself
was dissolved, to be replaced by the Medical Faculty of Queen's College.
Drs. Andrews, Burden, and Gordon, were re-appointed under the new ar-
rangements,

Although the former school was continued under great disadvantages,
it is gratifying to record the fact, that it occasionally attracted as many
a8 60 or 70 pupils, and that it steadily advanced, during its progress, in
publiec estimation. Its vigour, indeed, formed a striking contrast to the stunted
growth of the Southern Provineial School; and now, with increased resources
and new auspices, it continues to take the lead in the Provineial Colleges ;
and there is no doubt will ultimately fully realize the expectations of its
most ardent friends.

It must not be overlooked, that one of the chief sources of its early pros-
perity is to be looked for in the recognition then given of the attendance of
pupils on the practice of the Hospital, by the different examining Medical
Boards, whereby the student was enabled to make up one or more years of
his curriculum in this town ; but, independent of this recognition, the very
existence of the HMospital in connexion with the Medical School, must have
had, more or less, considerable influence in attracting pupils. The Hospital

must be admitted to be the very lifs of a Medical School ; without ineorpo-
T
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ration with which, no college, however inherently distinguished, can ever
hope to flourish as a seat of medical instruction ; and we cannot congider
it as otherwise than an oversight in the establishment of the Queen’s Colleges
that medical interests had not been better attended to, and especially the
prineciple of associating clinical with theoretic instruction.

i
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#RAT® MOST important event in the Medical History of Belfast, is the
;:J- A founding, about this time, of-the District Hospital, for the treatment
of the Insane. In November, 1825, we find that a deputation from the
Committee was appointed to eo-operate with the Commitiees of the Chari-
table Society and House of Industry, to act in the most effective manner to
induee the government—tiien carrying out the provisions of the 1st and 2nd
(reorge TV.—to fix on Belfast as the most proper site for the new Lunatic
Asylum. Previously to the passing of this Act, the only provision for the
lunatic poor of Ireland was one asylum in Dublin, and one in Cork, and
such support as Grand Juries were enabled to grant to any asylum connected
with a House of Industry, by means of the 46th George I1I., and the aid
eranted by the 57th George ITL, ¢. 56, which latter maybe considered the first
Act for establizhing Lunatic Asylums, These, however, were very inefficient
for the purpose; and, hence, the enactment, first mentioned, which makes
ample provision for every lunatic pauper in Ireland. 1t empowers the Lord
Lieutenant to order the erection of any number of necessary asylums in the
different Distriets : the funds to be provided, in all eases, by the Grand Juries
of the Counties within their Districts. The Board of Management, and the
principal Officers, are in his immediate appointment ; as also a General
Board of Control, who conduct the superintendence of the asylums at large,
and initiate new ones. Further legislation has provided for the due inspec-
tion of their discipline, management, and internal economy.

Whether or not the efforts of the joint committees above alluded to had
any influence in directing the site of the Belfast Asylum, we cannot now say.
Clertain it is, it was considered an eligible situation, and accordingly the ne-
cessary buildings were raised, and the Hospital opened for the admission of

!
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patients on the 20th May, 1829. On the same date, was held the first
meeting of the Local Board of Governors, which was attended by the follow-
ing members, all of whom are now dead, except the Rev. Thomas D.
Hincks, LL.ID., viz, :—

The Marovis oF Doxeealt in the Chair.

The Right Rev. Da. Savrrs, Lord Bishop of Dromore.

The Right Rev. Dr. MaxT, Lord Bighop of Down and Connor.
Rev. A. C. MacARTREY, Vicar of Belfast.

Rev. Tuomas . Hixoks, Curate of Belfast.

WiLLiax CLakke, Esq., J.P., Belfast.

Josern Stevexsox, Esq., Springfield.

Joux Burrers, Esq., DBelfast.

Mr. CumiNg was the first superintendent. He resigned in 1535, and was
then succeeded by the present Resident Physician, Dr. Roserr Stewart.
Dr. James M‘DoxyELL was the first Visiting Physician ; in consequence of
ill health he resigned in February, 1837, Dr. 8. 8. TroMsox was then ap-
pointed to the vacancy, and held office till his death in 1849, when he was
succeeded by the present Visiting Physician, Dr. M‘Coratac. The duties of
Surgeon and Apothecary were performed, at the opening of the Hospital up
till 1836, by Messrs. M‘Bunxey and MuLHOLLAND; then, till 1839, by Sur-
geon WALES, and since by Dr. J. 5. MurLaoLLAND.

This Asylum was at first caleulated to hold about 100 patients, but from
additions which have been made, from time to time, the average number of
inmates of the Hospital has risen to nearly 300. All cases, of the various
forms of insanity and epilepsy are admissible, when certified for as being
dangerous, and an affidavit made, that there are not means to meet the
expense of a private asylum,

The progress of this institution has been particularly gratifying in several
points of view, independent of the general management, which has been
always admirable, even in its details.

We have great gratification in knowing that it was here the first move-
ment was made on the subject of separate Criminal Lunatic Asylums. It
was commenced on the occasion of the admission of that notorious parricide,
John Lynn, who, in the autumn of 1832, committed the awful deed, was
tried at the March assizes, 1833, and having been acquitted on the plea of
inganity, was shortly afterwards admitted into this Asylum. His insanity

e e —— Y
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having been here proved to be groundless, he was again removed to gaol,
but afterwards retwrned to the Asylum, from which he escaped in 1835,
He was rve-taken in August, 1836, tried in 1838, for a gaol conspiracy,
and sentenced to seven years' transportation. Stimulated by the cirenm-
stances of this and similar subsequent cases, the governors, year after year,
carried on the agitation, in order to prevail upon the government to provide
for eriminal lunatics, and at last had the happiness of seeing the evil remedied
by the passing of a special Aect (the 8th and 9th Vietoria, 1845), for the
establishment of a central Asylum for insane persons charged with offences
in Ireland. This important measure, thus consummated, after a struggle of
twelve years, has been of the greatest consequence, not only in affording
additional accommodation for proper and curable cases in the District Asy-
lums, but has facilitated recovery in both instances.

Another important feature eonnected with this Asylum, is the carrying
out, from its commencement, the principle of non-restraint, by which we
mean, not that there i= an entire omission of any means of restraining
the violent and dangerously-inelined, but that this, when necessary, is ap-
plied in such a manner as to give the least possible inconvenience; and
that the general treatment, that is, of 98 or 99 per cent., is conducted
iy moral means—by constant occupation, by considerate kindness, by the
most punctual regularity, and the most vigilant attention. On this subject,
the reports of the Resident Physician, for 1840 and 1841, are particularly
satisfactory ; and as it may be interesting to the reader to know the opinion
of one, in every way, so experienced as Dr. STEWART, on this formerly
much-disputed question, we take the liberty of making the following quo-
tation :—

“Tt may with truth be afirmed, that non-restraint is the rufe, and restraint the ercep-
tion, in this establishment ; but it would be want of candour to state, that the former conld
he practised, or is practised, every day in the year, with every case in the house; no, it
would be folly in the extreme to say so; and in those reports which have emanated from
total abolition Asylums, something in the shape of mechanical restraint is still, evenin them
or, at least, some of them, found unavoidable, though, at the same time, the impression is
endeavonred to be made, that nothing whatever of the kind is nsed. It would be much
more ereditable, at once to admit, that a mild form of correction, with vicions and unruly
inmates, was called into operation, instead of thus playing upon terms ; and honestly to
avow that judicious restraint will not unfrequently be found a most powerful engine in
the moral treatment of insanity ; and farther, that cases do occasionally occur, in which
it is impossible to dispense with it, without exposing the patient to imminent danger.”
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A subject of great moment in the management of hospitals for the in-
sane, is the necessity for Resident Medical Superintendents, Formerly it
was the custom for governors of asylums to be very gencrally selected from
non-professional persons, The change in the system of supplying this situ-
ation, we believe, first took place in Belfust, on the appointment of the
present resident, in 1835, which has been followed up in other places by
similar appointments. It seems strange, at the present day, that the idea
of placing the daily and hourly treatment of the insane, in many instances
labouring under disease, under the direction of a lay manager, should ever
have been adopted, not to say acted upon; for it is useless to argue, that
however satisfactory it is for these asylums to have the advantage of the
advice and care of a visiting physician, that his visits will compensate for that
ever-vigilant and minute attention, which the insane so peculiarly require,
and a highly educated professional man only can give.

In closing this short notice of a deeply interesting Institution, on which,
we regret, our space will not permit us to expatiate, we feel constrained to
express a hope, that these establishments may be made, to some extent, to con-
tribute to the improvement of Medical Science. There are many dark and
mysterious points in connexion with cerebral physiology and psychology,
which we can only expect to be elucidated by the labours of some attentive
student in the wards of the insane. The subject is of deep interest, not
merely to the physician, but to the philoscpher and the teacher of youth ;
and its study, it is not too much to anticipate, may be instrumental in yet
unfolding that hidden hond which connects mind with matter—the body
with the soul.

Amongst the elections of Medical Attendants, at this time, we particu-
larly notice the appointment of Dr. Macarg, on the 11th of May, 1328,
He had been two years previously a member of the Medical Society, and
had now but just entered upon his Hospital duties, when the hand of
death arrested him in the midst of his usefulness. A number of new names
we might here record, as having entered on the duties of the Districts and
the Hospital, but we deem it more convenient to refer the reader to the
Appendix for their enumeration, and all subsequent appointments,

In addition to the subjects mentioned, which engaged the attention of the

Committee, we may here merely mention, that they entered into a careful in-
U
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vestigation on the dietary of the Hospital, and on the laws relating to the
election of the Medical Attendants. They also effected an arrangement for
the attendance of a Dispensary Physician and Surgeon at the Hospital, at
certain times, to prescribe for such Dispensary patients as might attend.
Dr. M*Mecuax and Surgeon WALES were the first to undertake this duty,
which they discharged most efficiently for several years.

The meetings of Committee, which had been hitherto held on the Sab-
bath, were, in 1330, changed to Saturday, for the future,

On the 1st of October, 1827, an Auxiliary Medieal Charity was instituted,
for the treatment of diseases of children, and diseases of the eye, and for
giving advice to such patients as were able to purchase medicine only.
This Dispensary was located in Chapel-lane, and was supported, in the first
instance, by voluntary contributions. It appears to havebeen originated prin-
cipally by Dr. Wm. Dunean, with whom Mr., Jas, Campbell acted as Surgeon.
A county grant, and a portion of the judicial fines of the petty court, were
afterwards secured to it. It continued in flourishing existence till 1839,
when, although the number of patients was never previously so large—
amounting to 9,649—the failore of funds necessitated its close. Dr. Duncan
and Dr. Henry Purdon, attended till 1835, when they were succeeded by
Dr. Wm. Johnson, whom Dr, Maffet joined in 1836, Dr, M*Calden attended
in 1837, and Dr. R. Boyce the following years, till its dissolution. In the
space of rather more than eleven years, we find that this Charity supplied
medicine and advice to 74,228 patients ; and lest our readers might think this
fizure an exaggeration, we shall state that no patient's name was entered
oftener than once, although frequently treated for several diseases in that
time. The practice was attended, for several years, by medical students;
and, there is no doubt, it contributed, in no small degree, to relieve the regular
Dispensary Attendants of much of their (at that time) unremunerated

labours.

CSERICE T~

|

m———
—_—




h._—_-—-—-—-_q—"_% —_—

L

_ 1831-34] THE ASIATIC CHOLERA. 95

- P A T e e
P - et e

1B31-34.

MEMORABILIA ANNORUM.

IR LR B

—  New Harbour Corparation formed. —  Third Presbyterian Mecting-house rabuilt,
s Selieel for the instruction of the Deaf and at an outley of £10,000, L
Dumb opened, Donegall-strect. May 10 ALying-in Dispensary opened in William-
— Bt Anne's Chureh Sehools openad.
—  Population, 53,737 ; houses, 5,71

sirest.
June 16 Died, John Sloan, Esq.

13 8%,
—  May's Dridge completad over tha [.lg[un Feb. 14 Town meeting for the same parpose.
— The bounty on the exportation of L Fob. 3 Choléra II-HI- mppedrs 0 Quay-lans,
digcontinied. April 22 Died, Charles Lappor, Esq., Laursl Ladge,
—_ Trad, at Cookstown, of cholevn, Thomas || July 20 DHed, William Tonmnent, !ﬂj., banker, of
Akenhend, Esq., a citizen of Belfast. aholera.

Feb. Committes and subseribers of the Hospi- || July 20 Died, E. Haughton, Esq,, of cholera,
tal meet to concert moasures for chock-
ing the Asiatic cholers, should it reack
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1288,

—  I.C.DioceosanBeminary opened, Donegall- || June 2 Died, at Clarence-place, Arthur Crawford,
4., in his 85th year.

ALTEAT.
Jan. 13 Died, 8. M. Stephenson, M.I. July Christ Church complated.
Murch 3 Died, Jolin 8. Ferguson, Esq., aged 72, Aug, 0 Rev. William Mulligan, Professor of Maihe-
March 17 Dicd, at Isle of Man, Jolio Burden, Esdq., matics in Belfast College, was drowned
Into of the Falls, at Loughbrickland.
iada4,
—  Chapel of BEaze Daily Sehool opened. June 27 Sorviees of plate pemted to Dra M'-
— Tha Government Grant to the Academical Cormae and Eidley, for their zeal and
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Feh, 9 Dhed, at Loenst Lodge, in the prime of || July 80 Died, Robert Dalap, Eaq., in his Tﬂthgnr.
l'll‘h Johm Montgomery, Eaq, Do, 13 Died, in London, Rebert Stevenson, Esg.,
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cotien-spinners in Ireland. snuff-box, by thirty-five Physislans and
May 21 Died, Dr. B. Murray, Surgeon, aged 35, Burgeons, in testimony of their admira.
tion and esteem.

the month of June ; and upwards of 1,200 pahenta were admitted into the
Hospital during its continuance—about a period of 18 months, The malady,
however, in no wise differed from that of ordinary years, and therefore calls
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for little remark ; and it was met in the same manner as that adopted in
previous epidemies.

Just when the disease was at its height, there arose another epidemic
with peculiar characters—we mean the influenza, or epidemic catarrh
—an affection principally of the respiratory passages, which had repeatedly
traversed different parts of Europe, and presented features rveadily distin-
guishable. It may be considered the most perfeet example we know, of a
pure epidemie ; that is, a disense which fastens simultaneously on large masses
of people, over an extensive tract of country; attacking its victims with-
out warning, and prostrating at once the aged and the young., Its phenomena
and history lead the mind to the conclusion, that the agency in its propa-
cation must be atmospherie, of the nature of which it is not given us to know ;
and that this was really the case in the present instance, may be corroborated
by the event which followed.

These incidents in the history of this period were, it would appear, but the
prelude to an overwhelming calamity, which the following year was destined
to usher in, Though seldom a deeade of years ever elapsed without bring-
ing an epidemic of some description in its train, yet, for nearly two centu-
ries, none had been so apalling in its rapidity or fatality, as to inspire horror
or produce despair. The giant pestilences of former days were deemed but
the imagery of history, and never again likely to be realized ; and a feeling
of security—of immunity, from the fearful times of the black death and the
plague prevailed.

In the autumn of 1830, intellizence reached these shores, that the
Asiatic Cholera had erossed the Russian frontier, and was steadily marching
in o westward direction. Even then, and when this news was confirmed by
subsequent accounts of its appearance in Poland, Austria, and Prussia, the
public mind in these countries was searcely roused to any degree of exeite-
ment., The death-winged enemy came, however, marching on, still west-
ward; and in the month of May, 1831, it had reached the cities of Riga and
Dantzig, and soon afterwards the chief cities of Europe. As the accounts
of its stendy advance arrived, day by day, heightened also with reminis-
cences of its onslanght in India,in 1817, and subsequent years, an anxions
concern, at length, began to be felt for the safety of these realms. The
weneral ery was—* It comes !—it comes!”

The interest in the Cholera news-columns now fearfully incréased, and

i - o T —  —
[ me—e———— -




1831-34] THE ASIATIC CHOLERA. 97

S e L e P T P TR EEEE E RS S S S i e

when, at length, in the month of October, the enemy suddenly appeared at
Sunderland, a sense of impending danger sank into every heart. In a very
few months it spread rapidly over different parts, both north and south, of
Great Britain; and on the 29th of February, 1852, the first case in this
town appeared.

On the outbreak of the disease in England, the authorities in London imme-
diately set about bringing into operation, on the most extensive scale, the
different means of prevention then supposed to be most effectual.  The laws
of quarantine were rigidly enforced, Boards of Health were created wherever
there was a single case, asylums for the stricken started into life, and sanitary
measures for cleansing towns and purifying the very air resorted to, with im-
patient intrepidity. Printed instructions for the regulation of diet and living,

and the arrest of the first symptoms, were poured forth in hundreds of

thousands, and the medical journals, and the daily press, were filled, even to
satiety, with all manner of news touching the all-engrossing topic of the times.
The very magnitude of these Herculean efforts contributed not a little to
augment the general excitement, and every one seemed possessed of the
truth of, at least, two points, viz: its high infectious influence and its
unprecedented fatality.

Under circnmstances such as these, did the first case, in this town, arise.

A Board of Health, under the provisions of the 53th Geo. IIL, had been
previously appointed, on the 22nd November. This body endeavoured, and
with great sueccess, to arouse the different authorities in the town, with a
view to set everything in order, and to strengthen all the defences in
proper time. The cleansing of the streets and lanes was serupulously per-
formed; a general inspection of the localities of the poor was instituted ; and,
o convinced was the Board as to the highly infectious nature of the disease,
that steps were taken to isolate any case, wherever it might occur, on the
moment of its discovery. To do this effectually it was necessary to remove
the sick, at once, to an appropriate building; and, where one of a family
would be attacked, to remove the others to a lazaretto. There being no
accommodation to meet these objeets, the Committee deemed it necessary to
call & special meeting, for the purpose of providing the requisite buildings,
At first, the hiring of houses was thought of ; but, thiz not being deemed
practicable, a subsequent meeting strongly approved of a special erection, for
Cholera patients. This meeting was held on the 14th of February, Upwards
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of £700 were soon raised ; and the Cholera wards were immediately after-
wards raised, on n site, at the rear of the Fever Hospital. Accommodation
was thus speedily provided for upwards of 50 patients; and, about the same
time, a large building, in Lancaster-street, was rented, to be used for the
soclusion of persons who were exposed to the influence of the disease, or who
laboured under doubtful or premonitory symptoms, In addition, two houses
were taken in different parts of the town, to be used as night-stations, for the
supply of medicine on the moment of attack, and the keeping of palanquins
for the removal of patients to Hospital. The Hospital was placed under the

“charge of Dr, Duncan, in the first instance, and afterwards of Dr. M*Cormac:

and the inspection of the different districts was intrusted to the different
Medical Attendants.

Thus prepared—and we believe that no town of the same magnitude in
the three kingdoms was placed in more effective defence,—and after wait-
ing for fully four months, the first case at length made its appearance in
(Quay-Lane, on the day above-mentioned, in the person of Bernard Murtagh,
a cooper, He was first visited by Surgeon M‘Burney, and afterwards by a large
number of other practitioners, The case was one of complete collapse. He
died in about nineteen hours, withont the slightest reaction. No trace of
contagion could be ascertained in its origin,  Though the symptoms at this
time, from the novelty of the case, were deemed by the majority of the Me-
dical attendants only highly suspicions, the Doard of Health immediately acted
upon the presumption of its genuineness. The inmates of the house were
placed under quarantine—all ingress or egress being prevented by a guanrd
of sworn conztables ; the bedding of the sick person was burnt—all washing
articles scoured, and the house thoroughly cleansed, fumigated, and white-
washed. Notwithstanding these precautions, the Board believed that all
the cases that occurred up to the 18th of March—six in number, were
traceable to this source,

The second case oceurred in an old, frail man, named MNally, who was
seized on the Gth March, and died in 20 hours. A third, in Johnny's-entry,
Talbot-street, took ill, on the 13th of March; a fourth, on the 14th, and
two others on the 17th, also from the same guarter, Only one of these last,
out of the whole number, recovered, The utmost exertions were now used
by the Board to check the spread of the disease, and, it would seem, with
success, 0 no other case was discovered until the 15th of April following.




1831-34] THE ASIATIC CHOLERA. 99

= g o P e
R S R SO P L R R S e o
B

The next ease oceurred in Orr's-entry, off High-street, where three of one
family shortly died. Another, soon afterwards, in George's-place, in the

person of a sailor, who had arrived from Greenock four days previously.
The next, a woman, resident in Corr’s-lane, who had dressed the corpse of
the latter, was seized in seven days, and her hushand in ten days afterwards.
The latter died on the 26th of April, from which, till the 14th of May, no
| new case appeared. On this day a woman, in Quay-lane, was attacked,
| and died; and, on the 18th, a soldier of the 29th Regiment, stationed in the
town, was the last case at this time. The Board, in their report of these

cases, to the Lord Lientenant, strongly insisted upon the contagious nature
of the disease, and rested their opinion upon the presumed unbroken chain
which the series of cases presented, and upon the apparent efficiency of the
means employed to check its extension, It would be inappropriate, in a
work like this, to occupy its columns, devoted to historical detail, with a
controversy on the nature of cholera: but we may be justified in remarking,
that the case of the contagionists, though plausible on the oecasion of this first
out-break, it must be admitted, received but little weight from the character
- of the succeeding invasion, which, in the months of June, July, and August
. especially, swept simultaneously over different parts of the town, with a
rapidity which nothing but a general cause could explain.

A few general points, which distingunish this epidemie, it may be useful to
keep in remembrance. Its duration extended to a period of forty-six weeks,
during which there were two culminating points : one in the month of March,
and the second in July, which dates, it is worthy of notice, corresponded ex-
actly to the thermometrical maxima of the year—a circumstance which was
recently exactly parallel, on the return of the epidemic in 1849. The mor-
tality was, as nearly as possible, 16 per cent.—a proportion which contrasted
most favourably with the returns from all other towns of similar magnitude,
The form of the malady was, for the most part, spasmodic; the collapse cases

were few, and the opiate and a stringent practice generally proved successful;
—nearly always so in the early stage. Dr. Hawthorne, who was about this
time Physician to the Charity, was a strong advocate of this practice; and,
while acting in several of the country districts, acquired an extraordinary
reputation for itz bold and successful employment. The Indian mode of
treatment was also adopted, specially by Dr. M‘Cormae, with also a large
share of success. In many cases copious bleeding was resorted to, but with

_—

i




100 THE ASIATIC CHOLERA. [1831-34

e e e e o i et
e N A A P

doubiful benefit. Other remedial agencies were used by different practitioners;
and, indeed, when we take the rapid mortality of the disease into account, it
is not remarkable, that almost every remedy reported as efficacious, in the
hands of practitioners elsewhere, received a trial on this occasion.

Now that we can calmly examine these circumstances, after the lapse of
twenty years—a period sufliciently long to bury all envious feeling that
might have onee existed among the now living contemporaries of that day—
we can afford to smile (albeit a grave subject) upon the amount of animosity
and ill-feeling displayed by rival advocates of different modes of treatment ;—
to think what fearful denunciations, what effusions of spleen, what sallies of
sarcasm, what boastful pretensions were thought and spoken—nay, published
to the world—when it is now universally admitted, being based on incon-
trovertible data, that the most opposite lines of treatment have had ecach a
partial success, but not one complete. No, no!l—we must acknowledge the
truth, however humbling it may be to the boasted intellect of the present era—
there is no cure, no specifie, for the confirmed victim of Asiatic cholera:
yet he may recover, and with only a cup of cold water to quench his burning
thirat,

Are we, then, to be understood that medicine or medical appliances are
useless in this diseaze? Far from it, Ere the malady aequires its mature
condition, there & every hope that promptitode will avail—this stage past, the
the hope is past likewise. Death #hen claims his sixty, eighty—ay, at times,
his hundred per cent. Each praetitioner may have his own favourite plan,
by which he fondly imagines the arrow of death may be averted. We have
no need, therefore, to quarrel with our brethren for assuming their own
views, so long as there is no orthodox standard.

In looking over the list of localities in which Cholera occurred, and
comparing it with the favourite regions of Fever, we are struck with the
coincidence of the prevailing seats of both maladies; and farther, we
shall observe, that these localities were peculiarly the instances of sanitary
neglect, The connexion between filth, humidity, bad drainage, over-
crowding,—and the spread of both fever and cholera, is proved beyond all
doubt. Whenever and wherever the former conditions are aggravated,
exactly in a similar proportion will you have an increase of disease. In
fact, a3 Dr. Southwood Smith well remarks, even from the mere inspection of
amap of the drainage of any locality, we can, with surprising accuracy, state,
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a priori, where the disease is to be found. Facts like these arc pregnant
with important meaning, which Town Councils and Officers of Health
would do well to study. It has been too much the custom for Boards of
Health, on the oceasion of epidemics, to rely solely, or in a great measure,
upon means caleulated only to prevent infection. We da not deny that in-
fection is a material agent in the propagation of fever, for example; but
what is it that promotes or determines infection? Is it not the atmospheric
condition which surreunds hoth the diseased and the healthy, and which acts
as a favourable medium for the dissemination of the poison? There cannot
be a question as to the efficacy of isolation ; but it is almest equalled in its
present, and surpassed in its future, results by the combined effects of clean-
liness and ventilation.

Continuing our history of this epidemie, we find that the disease com-
pletely subsided in December, 1832 ; and, on the 16Gth of this month, the
Cholera Hospital was closed. Ior ten months there was no trace of the
dizease. It appeared to have completely gone; and all the measures which
were at first so energetically put in operation, gradually subsided. Cases,
however, were still oceurring in the country districts; and the more acute and
cautious were by no means satisfied that the disease had spent itself, Their
suspicions were indeed realised ; for, on the 29th of September, 1833, a fresh
case was reported to the Committee ; and early in 1834, the Cholera Hos-
pital was re-opened, under the charge of its former Attendant, Dr. M:Cormac.
The disease again abated and disappeared, bui returned on the 14th Qec-
tober; and though the cases now appear to have been few—apparently only
the straggling rear-guard of the enemy’s forces—yet it was deemed advis-
able to appoint Inspectors to secure the immediate discovery of the first
symptoms. Their labours were but of short duration, as the discase soon
entirvely disappeared, for the last time on that occasion.

When we reflect, in reference to this epidemic, that 2,870 persons, out
of a population of 54,000, were seized with the illness—tlhiat the mortality
was but one in gix, and that the march of the digease was, for a time, com-
pletely arrested, it will not be deemed the expression of flattery to record our
admiration of the prompt, bold, and decisive measures which were then adop-
ted. The menwho fought the battle of the town on that memorable occasion, of

whom the Rev. Dr, Cookk is the only living representative, should be remem-
Y
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bered, had they no other claims upon the public commendation. Their im-
portant services then, will serve as a lasting example for similar emergencies
here or elzewhere.

At this period, incongruous as the circumstances may now appear; the old
agitation touching the salary question, to which we briefly referred on a
previous epoch, was revived with augmented interest. It would be sup-
[msm] that, at a time when the dreadiul epidemic absorbed every one's at-
tention, there would be little room for excitement on any other subject.
Strange as it may appear, however, it did for a considerable time oceupy a
large portion of the public concern; and, accordingly, as being an essential
part of our history, we cannot omit stating, though in brief terms, the chief
circumstances respecting this question. It would appear that, in 1852, the
desire for occupying the situation of District Attendant, formerly prevalent
among the junior members of the profession, began greatly to subside,
and much diffieulty was experienced by the Committee in supplying the
districts. The matter was long and earnesily discussed, and a deliberate
resolution was come to, recommending to the subseribers, for adeption, the
proposition, *that, in future, no physician or surgeon be appointed to attend
the patients, within the Hospital, unless those who have already given their
services there, or those who have had charge of a distriet, at least two years.”
This rezolution was brought forward at the subsequent general meeting of
subseribers, on the 2nd of May, 1833 ; and, in the interim, meetings of the
District Attendants were held, at which the majority strongly approved of
a change from the gratuitous system of attendance. A letter based thereon
was forwarded to the Committee, who appointed a sub-committee to inguire
as to the prevailing practice in other towns in Great Britain and Ireland.
Nothing, however, sprung from this mevement, until the date of the general
meeting just alluded to, when the guestion was brought forward in the report
of the Committee, who adhered to their original views of Dispensary manage-
ment. No decision was entered into on this oeeasion, but the further
discussion of the matter was postponed, in order to give other subseribers
due notice thereof. The adjourned meeting was held on the 16th of May:
Dr. 8. S. Thomson here resumed his former position, as the advocate of
salaries, and read a letter signed by thirty practitioners, expressive of their
concurrence with the previously recorded opinion of the district attendance,
which was to the effect, that an efficient attendance on the poor of the town,
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at their own houses, cannot be obtained exeept by granting a pecuniary
remuneration to the Medical gentlemen employed,

In accordance with this view, it was proposed, at this meeting, that the
present system be discontinued, and that two salaried medical officers be ap-
pointed, to devote their whole time and attention to the visiting and care of
the siek poor. 'The meeting again adjourned, without eoming to a decision;
and, on the 30th of the same month, the subject was once more bromght
under discussion, with nearly a similar result; as, when the original mo-
tion, containing the views of the Committee azainst salaries, was put from
the chair, an amendment of adjournment, sine die, was earried, a previous
amendment, embodying Dr. Thomson’s views, having been lost.  Although the
matter was, in some measure, thus set at rest, unfortunately it beeame a souree
of great annoyance and division between the Committee and the Medical
Staff, for a considerable time afterwards, and letters and pamphlets appeared
on the subject so late as 1834, The whole affair made a great impression
upon the faculty, who, with very few exceptions, were so sensible of the
great exertions of Dr. 8. 8. Thomson, performed with so much gentlemanly
feeling, and with such heroic devotion to their cause, that they presented
him, in December of this year, with an appropriate and costly mark of their
admiration and esteem. Since this period, the recollection of this touching
event contributed not a little to place him in that exalted position among his
brethren, which he held, with honour and dignity, till the last days of his life,
We have only here to repeat what we mentioned in reference to a similar
unsueceessful movement, that though the spirit of the agitation was for a time
suppressed, it was not dead, but, phenix-like, sprung into renewed vigour,
upon & later and more auspicious oceasion,

Among the minor events of this epoch, we eannot omit referring to a very
pleasing act on the part of the pupils of the Royal Belfast Academical Insti-
tution, creditable alike to them and to the management of the Hospital. In
the course of the epidemie, then subsiding, a considerable number of students
of the College had been seized with the malady, and had been removed from
their lodgings to the Hospital for treatment. They were all restored to their
friends and fellow-collegiang, with a single exception. Under feelings of the
deepest gratitude, they penned the following epistle, which deserves this
special record :—

|
|
u
|
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T0 THE COMMITTEE OF THE BELFAST FEVER IIOSPITAL.

GexTLEMEN,—We, the students of the Belfast College, beg leave to return you our
sincere thanks, for the many obligations which your repeated kindnesses have conferred
upon us, by receiving into your establishment our fellow-students, when labouring under
fever, assigning large and commodious rooms exclusively to themselves ; providing for
them every comfort and convenience which their situation required, and insuring the
advice and attendance of the best medical practitioners.

Impressed as we are, gentlemen, with a firm belief, that to your benevolent provision,
under God, the recovery of many of our fellow-students is owing, we consider it our
duty publicly to express our gratitude ; and, even more, when it has pleased God to afflict
us by the loss of one of the best beloved, as well as the most talented, of our companions,
we feel comfort in remembering, and pleasure in acknowledging, that, by your attention,
nothing was omitted that either humanity or skill could do in his behalf.

(Signed, in the name and by the order of the students),

James Grascow, Chairman.
Tuomas Lowry, Beeretary.
College, 18th February, 1832,
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Gyyidemics of 1836-37,

TE have now, again, to record one of those outbursts of disease for
Yy which these annals have already become remarkable. Ever since
tlm foundation of the Hospital, fever, which may be called, emphatically, the
Irish Plague, became regularly endemic. Not a week—nay, not a day
passed, without the discovery of fresh eases, originating, in a great measure,
in infection, but, we apprehend, in a much greater degree, connected with |
the sanitary eondition of the localities of the poor—a canse sufficiently exten-
sive and powerful, and one, also, which no simsmur]ic efforts, - however
temporarily effective, can destroy. If we reflect for a moment, that the at-

- mozpherie contamination of the localities referred to, is in constant formation ;
- and, if concentrated, is of itself sufficient to induce fever; and that this effect,
frequently, only needs a certain condition of temperature or density, to
develope itself in the shape of an epidemic, we shall have a proper idea of
the march of disease in large towns. Now, is this state of things neccssarily
permanent—is it a condition of society—a law in vital statistics, which no
human influence can alter or amend? Are cities like Belfast to become, in
proportion as they grow larger, more and more under the shadow of the wings
of pestilence? As sanitary reformers, we confidently reply, no! We are in-
~ duced to believe, that an immensity of power is vouchsafed to a _civilized
community, if it only act with unanimity and vigour. The experience, in-
| controvertible and plain, derived from the labours of private individuals,
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especially of the medical profession, of local associations, and of Royal Com-
missions, on this interesting subject, has long since established the prinei-
ple, that most of the inroads upon the public health originate within ourselves,
as communities, and are amenable to a persevering and strenuous application
of sanitary measures. Unfortunately, these truths have assumed, as yet, but
the form of sentiment, in the public mind—they have not leavened the
mass with a truly working spirit. The principle of fear may, and does,
occasionally induce a paroxysmal, practical acknowledgment of their impor-
tance, but their universal and daily application iz a desideratum, as yet, in all
large communities, Hence it is, that many, many years, must doubtless
clapse ere the press will cease to record the occurrence of epidemics, such as
the one to which we shall now allude.

About the month of August, 1536, the admissions into the Hospital of fever
cases began perceptibly to increase, and continued without intermission to ang-
ment, until the middle of June, 1837, from which date they gradually abated
in the summer of the following year. In thislong period there could not have
been less than 4,000 patients stricken with the disease. When at the highest
point, the number of recipients averaged eleven per day. To accommodate
this large number, which exceeded that of any epidemic hitherto recorded, it
was necessary to bring into requizsition the old Barracks, belonging to the
Royal Academical Institution, which was at once granted; and the additional
support needed was raised by an extraordinary appeal, which was nobly re-
sponded to by the inhabitants, in addition to the very large grant of £1,600
from the Grand Jury. These resources enabled the Committee to meet
the trying time with success.

It is not a little remarkable that Influenza prevailed very generally, co-
existent with the earlier period of the epidemic. In fact, it did not appear in
any way to influence its course, as might have been expeeted ; but, on the con-
trary, the number of fever eases rather increased than diminished. Though
generally, not a very severe or fatal disorder, yet when it attacked the
aged and infirm, and especially convalescents from fever, the mortality assumed
a serious aspect.  While this disorder was subsiding, its place was supplied
for a time by epidemic Erysipelais—a most alarming disease when it gets
into our wards, and attacks patients in the progress of recovery. Cases were
not unfrequent, which, after reaching a favourable convalescence, were
rapidly carried off' by its malignant touch.
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In the course of our History, we do not render an obituary record among |
our medical brethren deserving of more partienlar notice than that of the
late Dg, Hexry Forcapg, and Dr. Rosert TENSENT.

Dr. ForoApe was an Army Surgeon when he returned to this town.
He had accompanied “ the Duke” through all the Peninsular Campaigns, |
and go distinguished himself in his department, as to receive the old Gene- |
ral's partieular commendation. He thus arrived under most favourable
anspices, and in a very short time acquired the esteem of his Lrethren l‘

}

and townsmen, Tt was not long ere he became connected with the different
medical institutions—the Dispensary and Hospital in 1819 ; and he formed
one of that memorable meeting which revived the Medical Society, to which
he was Treasurer up till the date of his decease. For his long and most
assiduous services, in connexion with that Society, we must all hold his
memory in the most affectionate regard. No man combined more of the |
social and friendly offices of society with the business habits of public life. |
Few names have reached us, even at the present day, which will be longer |
or more honourably remembered. |.
Dr. Texxext was the son of the Rev. John Tennent, Presbyterian '
Minister of Roseyards, near Ballymoney. IHe was born 9th of August, ]I .
|

1763, He was educated for the medical profession ; and, after having gra-
duated, he went out to the West Indies, with the intention of practising his
profession, but having here become connected with several properties, as
agent, he was induced to remain there, more in the character of a civilian.
It appears that he afterwards, in June, 1793, embarked in the Navy, as Sur- |
geon, in which service he continued till 1800, when he returned to his native |
country. In 1802, he regularly settled in this town, from which period, up till .
his death, he devoted himself with uncommon zeal, and most disinterested
concern to the affairs of our public Charities, more especially to the Fever
Hospital and the House of Industry. To the former he was, for many years,
a most active Treasurer, He does not appear to have regularly practised
his profession, which is rendered most likely from his incessant assiduity to
promote the interests of his beloved Charities. His benevolent spirit, amiable i
disposition, and eminent piety, combined to make him deeply and generally
respected. His life has long since past, but his deeds remain in the memory
of many.

In the Medieal History of this period, we notice, that about the year 1833, !
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that Dr. Murray, the present efficient Medical Officer of the Ballymacarrett
Dispensary was elected. This Charity, which was established chiefly for
the purpose of supplying the poor of the locality with advice and medicine,
was originated by Mr. GREGG, a resident of that neighbourhood. The in- I
stitution was opened about the year 1810, under the management of a I
Committee of subseribers, with Mr. Heron as Attendant. My, M‘Clure
succeeded, and, in his turn, was followed by Dr. Seott, and Dr. Hawihorn.

S
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MEMORABILLIA ANNORUM.
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3 CARCELY a year elapsed, since the abatement of the last epidemie,

‘ till another, fully as lengthened and severe, began to make itz ap-
pearance. In July, 1839, the number of admissions was considerably
above 100. From November till the March following, it was occasionally
above 200 per month ; and it was not till the close of 1841, that the ordi-
nary standard was regained. Under this state of things, a Board of Health
was again asked for, and appointed by the Lord Lieutenant. The College
Hospital was opened in 1840, and all the usual preventive measures put in
operation. The experience of this epidemic brought into bold relief two
important points, which were agitated by the Committee and Subseribers
during the whole of this period, namely, the inadequacy of the Hospital for
the accommodation of fever, and the great want that was felt for a separate
Hospital for Medical and Surgical eases. Hitherto, the Grand Jury of the
County Antrim had presented large sums, from time to time, for the sup-
port of the Hospital, without having made any special inquiry as to the
description of cases reeeived. Early in 1840, however, they passed a reso-
lution, which they forwarded to the Committee, declining to present should
any other cases than fever be admitted into the Hospital,

Under these cirenmstances, it was necessary to separate the Fever from
the Medical and Surgical Hospital, And, in consequence of the total want
of funds for the snpport of the latter, all eases, medical or surgical, excepting
aceidents, were, for a time, refused; and steps were taken to appeal to the
inhabitants for special aid. A town meeting was held, on 26th March, 1840,
and a resolution passed, authorizing the Committee to appropriate so much
of the funds as might be collected at charity sermons for the benefit of the
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Medical and Surgical Hospital. On the 21st April following, a general
meeting of subseribers instituted a special subscription, for the first time, in
aid of the separated Hospital, which, however, was totally inadequate to
supply the necessary rvelief. It was, indeed, with exceeding difficulty that
the Committee were enabled to give admission, even to all the severe surgi-
enl cases which constantly applied, during this and several following years ;
and, as for medical cases, some 50 or 40 patients annually, labouring under
the most urgent forms of disease, could alone receive accommodation. The
public eould not be roused into the convietion of the necessity for a General
Hogpital. Nothing seemed to influence the general mind but the dread
of fever—the fear of infection—the apprehension that,if the Fever Hospital
were not kept wide open, the malady would soon spread into the ranks of
the middle and upper classes. It was most probably this reflection that in-
duced Dr. 8. 8. Thomson, in June, 1841, to suggest the building of a new
Fever Hospital, in the hope that the inhabitants might supply additional
funds,

It was fortunate that, some time after this, a correspondence was com-
menced on the part of the Poor Law Guardians, who requested permission
to send to the Hospital any fever cases which might occur in the Work-
house. This application was, in the first instance, refused by the Committee,
on the grounds that such fever patients were not legally admissible, inas-
much as the Fever Hospital was supported by Grand Jury assessment, and
could therefore only receive patients from the County of Antrim; and further,
on the impression that the Poor Law Act might provide for such patients in
proper wards of the Workhouse. The application was renewed in February,
1843, whereupon the Committee determined to take the advice of the
Grand Jury, who gave it as their opinion, that if the Guardians paid for
all fever patients received from the Workhouse, they should be admitted
into the Hospital ; but if this should not be agreed to, the Committee would
not be justifiable in receiving such patients. The Guardians, wishing
to act in conformity with this opinion, consulted the Poor Law Commis-
sioners, who positively declared that no payment could legally be made, or
allowed out of the poor-rate for the maintenance of any inmates of the
Fever Hospital.

No further proceedings were taken in this matter for several months, In
the mean time, the cases of fever began steadily to increase, so that, in
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October, a special meeting was called, to take into consideration the alarm-
ing state of disease, and of making immediate arrangements for providing
further accommodation. At this meeting, it was resolved to send a depu-
tation to the Board of Guardians, to confer on this point. The conference
was unsatisfactory, and the Committee were thrown upon their usual re-
sources. A fever shed was erected on the Hospital grounds, capable of con-
taining 60 beds. Even this additional accommodation was insufficient to
keep pace with the epidemie, as, on the 4th of November, the house contained
319 patients; a number which exceded, by 100, what could be safely and
advantageously accommodated. An amendment of the Poor Law Aet hav-
ing just then received the sanction of Parliament, it was considered a
fitting opportunity to ascertain from the Commissioners, what the Guardians
were authorized to do for the relief of pauper fever patients, in an emer-
gency like the present. This was supported by a resolution, stating, that
in consideration of the overcrowded and dangerous condition of the Hospital,
and the very low state of the funds, the Committee would not feel justified
in admitting any further patients, except under peculiar circumstances,
The result of this step was the appointment, by the guardians, of a depu-
tation, to confer as to the extent of accommodation required to meet the
exigency, and under the sanction of the Commissioners to direet the erection
of a temporary but sufficient building, on the workhouse grounds, or to hire
buildings convertible into an Hospital. The Committee, in a short time,
were then prepared to state the number which the Hospital could con-
veniently accommodate ; and an order was passed, prohibiting any further
cases until the number in the Hospital would be reduced below 250.

The above will sufficienly explain the circumstances connected with the
introduction of fever cases from the town into the Workhouse ; a proceeding
which sprung directly from the pressing importunity of the Hospital Com-
mittee, although it was not till some years afterwards that a regular Hospital
wasg built in connexion with the workhouse ; yet, the gnardians continued to
provide for the treatment of a considerable number, from the date of the con-
ference referred to.

During the greater part of this period, the Medical and Surgical Hospital,
now located in the old Cholera Buildings, was well nigh neglected. The
funds for its support, in fact, were quite exhausted : the supplies for the fever

epidemic absorbed, for a time, the charity of the town, and litle hope was
Bs
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felt, even by the most sanguine, as to the probability of the inhabitants ever

adequately supporting a General Hospital.

| Most happily for the fortunes of this department of the Charity, a
|
|

| movement was initiated, by Ricmarp Davisox, Esq., to revive the failing
interest, and, if possible, to set the institution for medical and surgical
| .cases, upon a thoroughly new basis, by the ercction of a separate and com-
| plete building, to be designated “ Tur Berrast Gexerar Hosprran.” To
' ordinary observers the time seemed peculiarly inauwspicious. Fever was
| raging ; funds were demanded with an imperious cry; and public attention
seemed completely engrossed by the prevailing calamity; but, amidst this
storm, the voice of distress from the wounded artizan sounded in the ears of
a few benevolent individuals, to whom Mr. Davison made his first applica-
tion. Enecouraged by this good omen, he proceeded vigorously to take the
necessary steps to rouse the town, from one end to the other, on the subjeet of
the “ New Hospital.” The mighty lever of the press was put in operation,
| and the impoverished condition of the means for affording relief to the nu- k
merous accidents and cases of urgent disease, amongst the labouring popu-
| lation of this wealthy manufacturing town, was descanted upon, in terms
|| that forced their way into every heart. Thus prepared, a public meeting
|| was called, by a most influential requisition, a mere glance at which was
enough to convince the most incredulous or desponding that the people were
up and in earnest. The meeting was held at the Assembly-Rooms, on the
30th November, 1843 ; the first Mayor most appropriately presided. The
greatest enthusiam prevailed. The overwhelming statements of Mr. Davison
made the most powerful impression, which resulted in some of the largest
private subscriptions ever previously given for any charitable purpose. We
here annnex a few of the more prominent, by way of instancing the degree
| of excitement which the ocecasion had indueed :—

Fobin Maskaheie Of - SEINUILITUGN SSUR RV it .
John Ml‘iq‘hr &' CD-I, A EE EEE ] ET LS e LS m »

Andrew Mulholland, ses e e wiv o v B L0 0 0
8. K. Mulholland, ... e 100 0@
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Coates & Young, i A s we 1 E80 0 0
Gas-Light Company, i H GO 0 O
J. F. Ferguson, o e Al b o 80 0 0
Willinm Gray, G0 0.0
John Canningham, L (LU
Fallz Mills Company, i i 4 B0 0 0
R. B. B. Houston, ... Vs . 50 0 0
John G. Hichardson, o o 50 0 0

In the long list of Subscribers, for which we must refer our readers to the
Appendix, almost every name of any note in the town will be found recorded;
and, so liberally did the contributions pour in, that, in the course of a very
few weeks, upwards of £3,000 were subscribed. The success, therefore, of
the projected Hospital was no longer ideal. The means were now afforded,
in all abundance, to raise an establishment worthy of the town. At the meet-
ing referred to, a Committee was appointed to make the necessary arrange-
ments for preparing plans, selecting site, and otherwise setting about the new
erection. 'While so occupied, the year 1844 passed over, and no farther step
was taken at this time to bring into requisition the large sum which had been
raised. The reason of this delay our readers will have already surmised from
the result of the correspondence with the Poor Law authorities. It will
have been seen, that powers had been recently invested in the hands of the
Guardians, to receive cases of fever from the town; and, though they could
not have accommodation ready for a considerable time, yet the arrangements
to that effect were completed; and the Committee referred to, foreseeing that
the town Hospital would be no longer required for fever eases, as soon as a
Fever Hospital could be built in connexion with the Workhouse, wisely
delayed the appropriation of the Funds entrusted to their charge. To their
ultimate destination, as well as the opening of the Union Hospital, we
shall prominently allude in the succeeding chapter.

A local cireumstance, connected with the memorable day on which our
Most Gracious Queen was married (10th February, 1840), cannot well be
omitted, as, indeed, it forms a sort of era in these annals. It is the custom,
in most towns, on the oceurrence of such an event, to illaminate, by way
of testifying a loyal feeling. This is, no doubt, very praiseworthy and pro-
per, but is attended with both inconvenience and expense. Now, it so
happened that, on the 8th—two days previously —a Town meeting had been
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summoned by John Agnew, Esq., then Sovereizn, for the purpose of memo-
rializing the Lord Lieutenant to form a Board of Health during the preva-
| lence of the epidemie, which had then reached an alarming extent. The
necessary resolutions to this end having been passed, the Rev. John Scoit
Porter requested to know from the Magistrates present, whether they had |
come to any resolution respecting the propriety of sanctioning an illumina-
tion, in celebration of the Queen’s marringe. This having been replied to
| in the negative, Mr, Porter then proposed the following resolution, which
was carried unanimously :(—

& Resolved—That, in the opivion of this’' meeting, it wounld be highly desirable that
the Magistrates should issue a Proclamation to the inhabitants, stating, in effect, that al-
though the community are most anxious te testify publicly the pleasure they feel at
the auspicious event of the marriage of her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, yet,
under the circumstances of the inclemency of the scason, and the contagions fever now
raging among us, it would be highly expedient for the inhabitants to abstain from a
public illumination ; and further recommend, that the money which would be expended
in this mode of testifying joy should be given to the Treasurer of the Fever Hospital for
the benefit of that Charity. This, in the opinion of the meeting, would be a more ra-
| tional,as well as a more humane, mode of testifying public joy, at a time of so much pri-
vate afiliction.

This novel, but eminently happy, proposition, was hailed with the utmost
enthusiasm, A list was immediately opened for receiving from all parties
willing to contribute to what was appropriately called the “ Vietoria Congra-
tulation fund,” and Mr, Porter was appointed its Treasurer. The Magis-
trates entered most heartily into the views of the Meeting, and a proclama-
tion was forthwith issued, under the signatures of nine of their number.
Thua heralded, the objeet received inereased favour, as the news spread
among the populace; and, in a few hours, a handsome sum, eventually
reaching £178, was received. We conceive that the mere mention of this |
. incident brings with it its highest praise; and that no mede of testifying a
city’s loyalty could, under the circumstances, be more tenderly appropriate
than one so consonant with the proverbial charity of our beloved Queen.

We had occasion, in the preceding chapter, to notice the death of two
| worthies of our own profession. It is not a little strange, that in the present
period, the departure of two eminent and highly esteemed Divines, both
intimately connected with the charity, should await our particular mention
in this, We allude to the late Rev. Dr. Bruce, and Rev. A.C. MACARTNEY.
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Dr. Bruee eclaimed an illustrious ancestry, the Irish branch of the
family being descended from John de Bruce, third son of Robert, Lord of
Annandale, who was competitor with John de Baliol for the erown of
Scotland, in 1290, and whose grandson, Robert, afterwards became King.
His grandfather was Presbyterian Minister of Holywood, and brother of
William Bruce, Esq., a Merchant, in Dublin, who originated the Widow’s
Fund, His father was the Rev, Samuel Bruee, of Strand-street Congrega-
tion, Dublin. ~ After graduating in Trinity College, and a sojourn at the
Warrington Academy, he was ordained, at Lisburn, in the year 1779, which
he left in three years, for Dublin; and, in the year 1790, accepted a unanimous
call from the First Presbyterian Congregation of thiz town. He had not
long arrived when he was unanimously appointed Principal of the Belfast
Academy, which situation he held for a number of years, and contributed,
by his distinguished reputation, and classical and literary attainments, to
stamp it the first Seminary in the North of Ireland. It might have been sup-
posed, from this devotion to the interests of the Academy, that he would have

injured his Ministerial charge; on the contrary, however, this never was

more flonrishing, The congregation vastly inereased ; the galleries had to
be enlarged, to suit the thronging multitude; and, for many years, until de-
clining age and infirmity had impared his activity and usefulness, he was a
leading spirit, not merely to his own persuasion, but to the community at
large. He was a most industrious scholar; history, literature, science, and
theology, point to his labours with admiration, in their respective depart-
ments. To him the Belfast Literary Society owes its origin; and, as evidence
of the power and discipline of his mind even in his 84th year, it is recorded
that Le furnished a eriticism upon a seviptural passage, which had pre-
viously elicited disputation, a week or two before his death. Ie wasa
member of the old Y olunteer Association, and sat, as delegate from the town of
Carrickfergus, in 1783. His principles were steady and sound, which enabled
him to preserve and enjoin with effect the cause of law, liberty, and good govern-
ment, in times of great dificulty and danger. The charities of Belfast re-

__mivﬁd his cordial interest and attention, more particularly the Dispensary
. and Fever Hospital, at the foundation of which he zealously laboured.—

He died, 27th February, 1841, surrounded with the profound respect of the
whole people, and the sorrowing lamentations of his relatives and friends.

We have left ourselves little space to speak of Lis contemporary, the Rev.
Cc ;
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A. C. MacARTSEY, many years Viear of the Parish, From his position, Mr.
Macawtsey was much called on to promote the different charitable insti-
tutions of the town ; but with him this was a labour of love. His unbounded
and unostentatious charity was proverbial; when ke was near, the needy never
cried in vain. He neyer wearied in well-doing, but felt a conscious pride in ad-
vaneing every good work, and promoting the happiness of his fellow-creatures.
By his consistent course of active benevolence, his kindly disposition and his
universal liberality, he gained the love and esteem of the great and good of his
day ; and, when he departed, the recollection of his many endearing qualities
was so general and so vivid, that a great public meeting was held to testify
the admiration and respect in which his life was universally held. This
meeting was attended by the best and most influential of all partiez and of
all sects. The handsome sum of £430 was subseribed on the spot, which,
instead of being appropriated to some vain ornament, to perpetuate his
memory, was happily transferred to his afilicted family.

We cannot close this period, without noticing a benevolent institution in
connexion with our profession, which was originated in 1842, The 20th
of May was the first day of its existence, for which we are indebted to the
vigorous and untiring exertions of Dr. Kingsley, of Roscrea, who named it the

Mepicar Bexevorent Fuxp Sociery or IRELAND.

One year had scarcely elapsed, when many members of the Belfast Medi-
cal Society became convineced of its importance ; and, accordingly, on the
sugzestion of the late Dr. Sanders, in February, 1843, a Branch was
formed in this town. The object of the Fund is the “relief of Medical
men, under severe and urgent distress, occasioned by sickness, accident, or
any other calamity.” Under ecircumstances of peculiar emergency, relief
may also be afforded to the Widows and Orphans of Medical Practitioners,

Based upon these simple views, the Society, from possessing on the close of
the first year only the small sum of £360, can now boast of having funded £2,645
hesides having an annual income of above £300; and in addition, the late Mr.
Carmichael has bequeathed, in reversion, the munificent sum of £4,500, Other
Branches have already been formed at Armagh, Cork, and Newry., Within
the last 12 months, 47 families, consisting of five medical men, with their wives
and children, 32 widows, and 119 orphans, have been relieved; and, when it is
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understood that, amongst the suppliants, are found therelations of men who once
held the highest rank in the profession, the necessity for this noble institution
must be apparent to the least reflecting mind. Indeed, there is no profession—
no calling in which life is so precarious as ours, and no where is this truth
more deeply confirmed than in this very country, where the fever-plague is
constantly creeping about, * seeking whom it may devour.” This Society,
therefore, deserves well, not merely of the entire profession, but of the public
at large; and, it may be desirable to state, that the aid of non-professional
friends is gratefully acknowledged. Eulogy, however, is not wanting here.
Its annual operations carry with them their own justification and their own
claims. Let it suffice to say, in the touching language of Seripture:—* It has
delivered the poor that cried; the fatherless and him that had none to help;”
and has caused “the widow’s heart to sing for joy.”

SRS CE =~
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of (s town.

YRUTH is strong and must prevail. Though ever so long shronded
_ ﬁ in the mists of prejudice, it eventually bursts forth, to illumine the
general mind.

The agitation on the subject of providing salaries for the Distriet Atten-
dants, though unsuceessful, on two suceessive oceasions, was destined to
receive a happy consummation in the year 1845. In the beginning of June
this year, a small number of the District Medical Attendants, having been
thoronghly convinced, from actual experienee, of the defects of the gratuitous
system of Medical relief in the dwellings of the poor, earnestly conceived
the idea of bringing about a reform. Some glaring instances of the in-
sufficiency of the system, having recently come under their notice, gave a
fresh impetus to the project; and, though the time was far from being
angpicions, they embarked upon their enterprize with a determination and
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a zeal, which almost commanded success ; they relied upon the goodness of
their cause for its due appreciation by the public, when properly expounded;
and they were not mistaken, as the event will show.

In order to give an opportunity to the Medieal Profession at large to ex-
press its opinion, a public meeting was requested by the Provisional Com-
mittee, which was held on the 22nd July. A very large and influential
attendance was the result ; the greatest unanimity prevailed, and even among
those who formerly were to be found ranged under the gratuitous standard,
several joined cordially in the present movement ; and we believe, that no
call for redress ever received stronger eonfirmation than on this oceasion.

Dr. 8. 8. Thomson was most appropriately ealled to the chair, and took
oceasion to remark, that, while on a former day, he had taken an active part
in a similar movement, he had no share in originating the present agitation ;
but, nevertheless, his former opinion, respecting District Medical Attendance,
remained entirely unchanged,

Four resolutions were successively introduced, and unanimously adopted,
stating, in effect, that the mode of proeuring Medical Attendance hitherto in
operation, had been found, by experience, totally inadequate to realize the
object of the Dispensary, and that the sole cause of this defect was the want of
znfficient inducement to encourage Medical men to labour energetically in
the Districts ; and strongly urging. upon the subscribers to reform the basis
of the institution, and remove its ohjections, by appointing salaried officers ;
and while doing this, the meeting distinctly disclaimed any reference to the
mode of appointment of the Medical Staff’ of the Hospital, believing that
such a situation earried with it its own reward. Encouraged by the coun-
tenanee of the Profession, thus warmly given, a proposition, embodying the
new views, was submitted to the Committee of the Dispensary, who objected
coming to any formal decision, until further particulars and statistics should
be laid before them, with respect to the practice adopted in other populous
towns. This was at onee acceded to, and documentary evidence was shortly
procured from other parts of Ireland, and from England and Scotland, as
to the practice of supplying Medical Attendance in public Dispensaries ; and
further, the opinion of the principal clergy of this town, both as to the work-
ing of the system hitherto pursued—so far as they could judge from their
personal experience in their visits amopg the poor—and as to the merits of

the abstract question, was most willingly afforded.
Do
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II In this way, the Provisional Committee accumulated a vast amount of most "
conclusive data, which having been digested into the form of a report, was
formally laid before the Managing Committee. This document was duly
considered by a Sub-committee, specially appointed, who reported, on the
22nd of November, to the effect, that they considered the plan suggested to
be then utterly impracticable, inasmuch as its realization would require an
| additional expenditure of at least £700 per annum ; while, far from having
|. any surplus to dispose ofy the Dispensary was then deeply in debt to the Trea-
surer, andnomeans whatever within their powerexisted to raise funds sufficient, "
even partially, to realize the views suggested. They were further of opinion,
:|: that the necessary funds could not be raised, save by the interference of the
'| legislature, Under these circumstances, they declined to discuss the guestion
| s regards the principle involved, or in its application to the Dispensary ;
i but they considered the report deserving the attention of the Committee, with
a view to discussion on a future day, under more favourable circumstances.
In order to testify their sincerity in holding the views they did, now that
their application for redress was ignored—most of the District Attendants
immediately sent in their resignation, expressing, at the same time, their
regret, that a matter which so deeply involved the interest of the Charity,
should have been allowed to drop. In taking this decisive step, they consider-
ately determined, however, to continue theirservices till some satisfactory mea-
il sure would be adopted. The Committee, seeing the determined position of the
| Medical Officers, immediately requested the Mayor to summon, at his con-
i venience, a meeting of the Inhabitants, to take into consideration the ex-
hausted =state of the funds of the Dispensary, and a new mode of attending
the district poor, suggested by the District Attendants. This meeting was
held on the 18th of December, Andrew Mulholland Esq., Mayor, in the chair.
The new system, contrary to the expectations of many, was unanimously
adopted : an influential Committee was appointed, to frame a constitution,
hased on the principles agreed to; also, to raise necessary funds to accom-
plish its formation, and liquidate the debt of the old Dispensary. This
Committee reported on the 26th of March, 1846, to a very large meeting of
Subseribers, Two Dispensary stations were agreed to be established, in
addition to the Hospital Dispensary. The town was divided into six Dis-
tricts; one Medical Attendant to be appointed to cach, and one Apothe-
cary to each station; the salary of each Attendant to be £30; of each |




23

1845-46] THE REFORMED DISPENSARY. 1

o o o s e s B

Apothecary not less than £60. In accordance w'th the constitution now
adopted, an election of six Medical Officers was held, on the 11th of
April following, from which time to the present, the Charity has been
carried on with regularity and efficiency, and has fully realized the best antiei-
pations of its early promoters. We may here mention, that a recent enact-
ment will most probably place this institution on a more satisfactory footing,
as regards its means of support.  Hitherto, having depended upon private
subscriptions, and a county grant combined, it was liable to considerable
flnetuation in the amount annually raised, which might occasionally inter-
fere with its usefulness. This danger, there is reason to hope, will soon he
entirely removed, as, under the new law, the establishment will be supported
by the Union rate. And we have great gratification in reflecting, that, on
the occasion of this change, the system which we had the happiness of con-
tributing, in some deg ee, to originate, has been the means of raising the
professional standing of its Attendants—a circumstance which cannot but be
advantageous in any new arrangements,

The delay, alluded to in the previous chapter, in appropriating the funds
raised for the NEw Gexerar Hoserrar, continued throughout the year
1845, during which the greater portion of the money was lodged in bank.
To carry on the Medical and Surgical Dep:u’!mm?t in the old building,
even on the most insignificant scale, so completely exhausted was the trea-
sury of the Committee, that they were constrained to solicit advances from
the Building Fund. On this aceount, £400 were withdrawn before steps
were taken to place that department on a more satisfactory footing., The
completion of the New Fever Hospital, on the Workhouse premises, seemed
to present a fitting opportunity for effecting the proposed views, Fever
cases were now provided with accommodation in the new Hospital. The
town Hospital was, therefore, available for being re-modelled, so as to suit
the design of the projectors of the Building Fund. The necessity for raising
a new erection had departed. A conference was, accordingly, held, to take
into consideration such measures as would render more effective Surgical
and Medical aid to the poor of the town than could then be afforded, on ac-
coant of the exhausted state of the funds ; and to make the old Fever Hoz-
pital available for the purpose of a General Hospital, which the Committee
of the Building Fund would have in their power to accomplish, Accord-
ingly, on the 10th September, a. joint meeting was held, of the contributors
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and subseribers to the old Charity and to the new Fund, when a regular trans-
fer was made by the representatives of the last surviving Trustee, of the pre-
sent Hospital buildings and grounds, to new Trustees, to be appointed for
carrying into effect the trust in the original lease. The new Hospital then for-
mally received the title of the “ Berrasr Gexeran Hosriran.,” A Presi-
dent, Vice-Presidents, Life-Governors, and a Managing Committee were
appointed, and instructions were given to prepare the deed of transfer, to
be handed over to Andrew Mulholland, Jolin Clarke, and Richard Davison,
Esqrs., the new Trustees,

The money collected at this time, which amounted to £2,807, was trans-
ferred to the Governors and Committee, for expenditure by them, in re-
modelling the present buildings, and adapting them to the purpose of the
new institution, the balance to be invested by them as an Endowment Fund.
Sub-committees were forther appointed to revise the regulations, and ex-
amine and report on the necessary alterations which the buildings required ;
and, to erown this prosperous termination of a long-delayed scheme, the
thanks of the entire meeting were most appropriately given to Mr. Davison,
for the successful issue to which he had Lrought his great undertaking, and
also for his general services to the interests of the town, wherever they
could be usefully applied.

While these interesting proceedings were going forward, the New Usion
Hosrirar had been relieving fever patients, for some time, under the able
direction of Dr. J. S, Reid, who was previously appointed Physician by the
Board of Guardians.

In the erection of this new building, the greatest possible amount of care was
bestowed to render it one, in every way, suited to its object, and equal to the
expectations which the advancement of ecientific means for insuring venti-
lation, so necessary in fever Hospitals, had raised. In short, the ingenuity of
the designers was taxed to the utmost, to make it a model of Hospital
architecture, Tt is estimated to accommodate between 300 and 400 patients.
The wards are lofty, spacious, of wniform temperature, and serupulously
clean. In addition to the natural ventilation by large open fires and fire-
places, there is a veryefficient mechanical contrivance to remove the ascending
air continnally from the wards; and, in order to prevent the possibility of
infection from the clothes of the patients, on leaving the Hospital they are
steamed, washed, and thoroughly dried immediately after admission. Not
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less complete are the clinieal arrangemnts.  And already has the Physician
put on record a large amount of the result of his vast experience—a result that
has contributed to place, in their proper differential positions, the numerous
typesof fever—a view of which may be gleaned from the tables of the Appen-
dix. We notice this matter particularly, becanse it is exceedingly rare to
find a Union Attendant devoting so much of his time and talent to the
canse of medical science,

The reader cannot fail to notice, that the most important events connected
with our history have been chronicled in this period—events which have, in
a great measure, transformed the original machinery of the Charity. The
Dispensary—the most ancient department, we have seen severed from the as-
sociations of half a century, and transferred to new. Another provision is
at this time about to supersede the long-established mode of relief for the fever-
stricken, and a new and more imposing institution is to occupy its place.

Important as are the events which distinguish the period we are now
closing, none, we feel assured, will strike the reader with more interest than
the demise of Doctor MDoNNELL.

It is not a little remarkable that, while those sweeping revolutions in the
affiirs of the Charity, to which we have referred, were on the eve of com-
pletion, that master-mind, which conceived the earliest idea of the Institution,
was summoned hence. He who had watched with almost paternal anxiety
its slow and difficult developement—iwhose every thought glowed with high
anticipations of its ultimate extended utility—who saw it rise from the
obseurity of an insignificant retreat, to take the most prominent position
among the many excellent institutions of the town, was now called away.
His work was done. The aspirations of his lifetime had been realized, and
a new era was dawning upon the charity.

The Doctor was the second son of Michael M<Donnell, Ezq., Cushendun,
whose family is one of the most ancient in the North of Irveland. He re-
ceived his early education in this town, where he attended the school of the
eminent David Manson, whose death we have recorded in the year of the
foundation of the Charity. In classics, he was instrueted by Mr. Garnett ;

and, after passing through the necessary studies, he graduated in Medicine, -

in the University of Edinburgh, at the age of twenty-two, and shortly

afterwards settled in Belfast, His varied literary attainments, combined
Er
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with his devotion to his profession, contributed to raise him rapidly in the
estimation of the public. Friends flocked around him, in admiration of his
talent ; and, long before the ordinary period of professional fame, he hecame
celebrated as one of the first physicians, not alone in Belfast, but, in the
whole country around. It has been happily observed, that Dr. M:Donnell
““was long the Nestor of science in Delfast.” e gathered around him the
great spirits of the age, and no contemporary of any note in Dritain was
ignorant of' his profound learning and distinguished name. It would seem,
indeed, that s0 great and varied was his intellectual capacity, that he was
enabled, almost single-handed, to stamp a literary fame upon the entire
locality—a reputation which, however appropriate to the individual, we
very much fear was far from being so to the mass. His memory was of the
highest order ; and no subject of any importance, past or present, in any
age or country, scemed beyond his grasp. But we desire rather to look
upon his character in a moral point of view. As a man of the loftiest
benevolence, he shone conspicuously amongst his contemporarvies, He
spared neither his time, his pocket, nor his labour, in his devotion to the
Charitable Institutions of the town; and, to the very latest period of his
protracted life, his heart was filled with that love that wearies not in well-
doing, The Dispensary and the Fever Hospital were peculiarly the objects
of his unceasing care. So long as health permitted was he to be seen,
night and day, working in the Districts like a very slave, or toiling in the
Wards for hours, He seemed, indeed, actuated by zome unusually power-
ful motive, which no cireumstance, however untoward, could damp. Tt is
recorded, that his devotion to the poor occasionally interfered with his attention
to the solicitations of the rich ; but, however this may be, while he gained
the gratitude of the one, he lost not the respeet nor admiration of the other.
The principle of active benevolence, which formed an inherent portion of
hiz original character, he was disposed to think was equally enjoyed by his
brethren ; and this led him to imagine that what formed with him the
happiest return for days and nights of anxious exertion, in bringing relief to
the sick couch of poverty, should equally sustain the spirits of all other
men in gimilar eireumstances; and, to the lasty this ruling idea continued its
deep impression. This trait was frequently unfortunate in its results ; and,
on several oceasions, he became estranged from his brethren. These sha-
dows, 8o to speak, on an otherwise brilliant picture, serve only to heighten
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the colouring, and to relieve, with greater effect, the richness of his
general character ; for, whether we view Dr. M‘Donnell as a philanthro-
pist, a scholar, or a physician, we cannot but award him the highest place
among the memorable of the land. His fellow-citizens bore striking testi-
mony of their respect. The largest procession followed his remains, com-
prising the highest dignitaries of the Corporation and the Clergy, the
entire body of his Medical brethren, and an immense concourse of the
wealthy and the poor.

In the following year, July 26, 1846, another kindred spirit, after a brief
but brilliant career, was called to his fathers, The name of Dr. J. AL
Saxpers will long stand high in that distinguished roll which Belfast citizens
will ever love to honour. None, probably, at his early age, ever before en-
joyed so high a place in the public mind. He was born 24th April 1314,
Ere he was four years old, he was deprived of both his parents, whose place,
however, was amply filled by his paternal uncle and aunt, who watched and
tended his early years with a fondness and a eare which the peculiar eircum-
stances under which he became their charge contributed greatly to enhance.
He received a portion of his education at Glasgow ; but, when 12 years old,
he was removed with the family to Belfast, and immediately became a
pupil of the Royal Academical Institution, where he continued till May,
1830, having made a character already, for industry and talent ; and, above
all, upright integrity of principle. Having selected the medical profession,
Le at once entered upon its stndy; and, having received a preliminary
portion of his professional education here, he visited successively Dublin,
Glasgow, and Edinburgh, and finally graduated in the latter place, in 1835 ;
soon after which he commenced practising in this town, where, with the
exception of a temporary absence, in the charge of the Avrdglass Dispensary,
in 1837, he remained till within a short time of his death, The delicacy
of his constitution early betrayed itself; but, regardless of all personal in-
convenience and even danger, his ardent temperament stimulated him to
labour without ceasing, and induaced him to listen to every call of distress.
The arduous duties of a yearly-increasing practice told upon his frame, in
1846; and that fatal malady, which has at all times carried off so many of
the bright and good of the earth, became developed in his system, and in a
few months, hurried him to the grave. His estimable character called
forth the touching eloguence of his pastor, who, most appropriately chose
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for his text on the occasion the title of the tender Luke, * the beloved phy-
sician,”

The life thus prematurely elosed, presents many points of great interest
both to the professional and ordinary reader. As an example, however, for
those who are just entering the portals of medicine, it must be peculiarly
interesting. It were a pleasing, though, at the same time, a mournful task,
to sift the motives and impulses of that mind whose constant concern was
to spread widely those blessings with which he was intrusted ; and in this
service he literally wore out. His extraordinary exertions, whieh engrossed
almost every moment of his time, were one element in his suceess; his kind-
ness of manner and gentleness of deportment, combined with an excellent
education and the strictest moral and religious principles, contributed to
establish and to enhance that success to an unusual degree, While viewing
him in his professional eapacity, no man in the short space of eleven years,
ever acquired so much of the confidence of the public or the respect and
admiration of his brethren. There iz o monument over his grave, which
will, better than any eulogy, inform the visitor how deeply and how widely
he was beloved.
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Aug. 13 Died, Geo. Suffern, Esq., ex-Mayor, in tha
S0l year of his age.

Aug. 13 Died, Adam M'Clean, Esq., in his 83nd

r,
Dea. 20 'ﬂﬂ inanguration of Quean's College.
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Sept. 15 Died, mped 68, Willinm Arthuor, Esq., one
of the oldesi Linen Merchants in the
North of Iraland.
Alexunder Turnley, Esq., aged 73,
19 Died, Willinm Gray, Esg. He was exton-
uiu connected with the Linen trade
of Ulster.
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ﬁ and dysentery among the poor,

HE beginning of 1847 was marked by the prevalence of small-pox

and several hundred cases of these

diseases were transferred from the Workhouse to the Geeneral Hospital. Both
maladies assumed a grave type ; and the subjects of dysentery, in particular,

were specimens of the worst form we ever witnessed. Whether there was
Fr
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any connexion between this event and the fearful times that were about to
follow, it is difficult to say; but we rather incline to the opinion, that the
same atmospheric condition was evinced thus early, more especially wihen
we remember the calamitous effect npon the vegetable ereation, in the instanee
of Ireland’s staple article of diet. However this may be, it is not a little
remarkable that the very first indications of the devastating plague, in com-
parison with which all previous epidemics were trivial and insignificant,
should make its appearance in the hold of an emigrant vessel, bound for
America.

# The Swatara™ had zailed from Liverpool, with several hundred passen-
gers, and was many days out on her passage before the dizease com-
menced to appear. At this very time, the winds were so contrary, that the
vessel could not make further way, and the captain was obliged to return
without delay. IIe put into this port in a very shattered condition, with
several sick, and the passengers generally in a sad plight, in consequence of
the scarcity of provisions, The sick passengers were landed, and after
having recruited, the captain again put to sea, but had not proceeded far
when she was obliged to run into Derry, in consequence this time, however,
of the spread of the fever amongst the passengers.  After some delay, she
was once more under way, but was obliged to retrace her course for the third
time. On this oceasion she returned to Beliast, with a large proportion
of her passengers attacked. They were removed to the General Hospital
at once. The fever in the town now began to increase, and in a very
short period, the Hospital was so full that the Board of Guardians were
urged to give more extended relief. The numbers increased, however,
so rapidly that even this could have bLeen of little avail. Mueh greater

accommodation was wanting to contend with an epidemic which was begin-

ning to exhibit unprecedented strength.

Accordingly, the inhabitants were called together, on April 27th, to petition
for a Board of Health, which was immediately granted. The Board was
in operation on the 6th of May, and procceded, with the greatest energy, to
provide suflicient accommodation, and to carry out, upon the most extensive
seale, those sanitary operations which produced such good results on former
oceasions. The Union infirmary was enlarged by nearly 90 beds, and a shed
was erected on the grounds of the General Hospital. The old Cholera build-
ings, and, in short, every available spot, were filled with patients. Still it was

H
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not enough, The plague wasstriking down its vietims, at the rate of 30 per
day, and, with the addition of the College Hospital, which was now opened,
the total number of cases on the 20th of May was 1,149—a number very
nearly twice the annual average of previous ordinary years.

It was not, however, till the middle of July, that the epidemic reached
its height—the weekly admissions having risen to 660, and the number in
Hospital, at one time, above 2000,

Fortunately, the weather was most favourable, which permitted the erection
of canvass tents, on the workhouse grounds, eapable of holding 700 patients.
'These were appropriated to convalescents, and very much relieved the IHos-
pitals. - Indeed, had it not been for this provision, it is questionable whether
the epidemic could have been mastered, without the occurrence of those
appalling scenes which disgraced, for a time, the Dublin relief authorities,
Even, as it was, with all this immense accommodation, many patients had
to remain for hours awaiting admission, at the gates of the Hospital.

From the date last mentioned, a gradual subsidence of the epidemic en-
sued. Each successive month showed diminishing numbers; and, on the
13th of November, the General Hospital ceased to receive patients. The
Barrack-Street Hospital was closed in December, the Workhouse accommo-
dation having been then sufficient. Taking the agoregate of the three
Hospitals, the total number of admissions from the beginning of the epidemic
till the end of December, 1847, was 13,676 ! to which, if we add a fair
proportion for private cases ; we shall have some idea of the enormous ex-
tent of this memorable pestilence. It may be safely affirmed, that one out
of every five persons in Belfast was attacked during this year.

It will be readily concluded, that such a vast amount of disease must have
had a corresponding influential cause. We have already alluded to the
probable atmospheric condition, which, no doubt, existed ; but we must not
forget the prevalent state of destitution which thiz and the previous year
witnessed, throughout the length and breadth of the land. We well remem-
ber the aspect of the hordes of poor who thronged into the town, from all
parts. Famine was depicted in the look, in the hue, in the voice, and the
gait. The food of a nation had been cut off'; the physical strength of a whole
people was reduced ; and this condition, highly favourable to the impression
of the plague-breath, resulted in the most terrible epidemic that this Izsland
ever experienced. -
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While referring to this period we cannot with propriety omit all reference
to the noble position which Belfast assumed on this memorable oecasion.
On the 6th of January, a requisition was presented to the Mayor, by a num-
ber of the most influential merchants and professional men, to call a public
meeting to take steps for alleviating the distress in Ireland, without restriction
to any locality, and to do so on a seale commensurate with the enormouns
demand. The requisitionists had previougly raised about £2,700, as a
commencement. The meeting was held (one of the greatest, and most
enthusiastic,) on the 15th of January, and a subscription list at onee opened,
which was very soon filled with someof the largest subseriptions ever received,
—Andrew Mulliolland & Son, and Richardson, Brothers, & Co., heading the
list with £200 each: and, before the sheet was closed, the amount raised
reached upwards of £7,000, With this, applications received from (with a
single exception) every County in Ireland, were, in a large proportion,
happily relieved.

This great movement well became the capital of the North., It was the
erowning aet in her History, and made her, for a time, an example for the
world, Well may she boast of her prosperity, when she can point to such
noble deeds, to ghow, that, in the midst of her increasing wealth, she has
preserved intact the purity of the christian virtues!

The great commotion and excitement of the year 1847 was followed by a
period of calm, which enabled the Committee to earry out the instructions
of the Subseribers, in reference to the remodelling of the Hospital. Accor-
dingly, the Medical Staff having reporied as io the additional accomodation
and improvements necessary to form a complete General Hospital, an appro-
priate design was made out by the Architect, Charles Lanyon, Esq., and an
estimate thereon duly accepted from Messrs. Smith and Ross.  These altera-
tions and improvements principally included the construetion of an Operating
Theatre, Accident wards, and Bath-rooms, all which were in due time com-
pleted ; and the General Hospital may now be considered in every respect
commensurate with the wants of the town and the requirements of the patients.

Those of our readers who are not conversant with the internal arrangements
of this Hospital, we beg to refer to the accompanying sketeh and plans, which

will supply every requisite information: but to those who may have the
opportunity, we strongly reccommend a personal inspection, which will
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supply a more definite and satisfactory conception of the internal economy,
and, more especially, of its never-ceasing utility, than the most elaborate
description.

The opening of 1849 strongly recalls to our memory the early period of
1832. On both oceasions the town had been reposing after an arduous
|| struggle with disease, when the vanguard of a new enemy made its appear-
ance. In neither case, however, could it be said to be unexpected; for, during
an early period in 1848, we confidently expressed our anticipation of a
visitation from the Asiatic Cholera (which, during the previous year, had
entered the European territories), from its original endemic locality, and was
then extending itself through the principal towns and districts on the
Continent.

On the 1st of Qetober, the first ease in England oceurred at Ilull, just
as in the former epidemic ; and, soon after, we find it reported from Leith,
Edinburgh, London, and Glasgow, besides many smaller places in both
countries. Judging from the steadiness of its onward progress, and from

the manner in which it visited this country, in 1832, we were not surprised
at hearing of a ease of this disease in this town on the 1st of November.
It oceurred in the Lunatic Asylum, and was for upwards of a month the only
case. The second oceurred in the person of a pauper, imported from Edin-
burgh, who had contracted the disease four days before his admission into
the Union Hospital, on the 4th of December. Soon, additional eases arose,
and were at first confined to the latter building, but afterwards appeared in
various localities in town and suburbs, On comparison with the epidemie,
of 1832, we observe several points of similarity. Thus, there were two
culminating points, one in March and the other, the maximum, in July.

The duration was also very similar, being about 46 weeks in the former and
' 50 weeks in the latter ; while the main differences were limited to the num-

ber of cases, proportionately to the existing population, and to the number
|| of deaths in proportion to the cases observed. In the former epidemic there

were 2,870 cases, in a population of 54,000—making a ratio of rather better
than 5 per cent.; whereas, now, with a population nearly double, the total
number of cases in the districts amounted only to 2,057 ; which gives a ratio
of scarcely 2 per eent.: and, even, if we take the entire Union, the propor-

tion would only be 3 per cent.; and, as to the amount of mortality, in 1832
Ga
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it was estimated at 16 per eent., whereas, on the latter visitation, it amounted
as nearly as possible to 33 per cent. This mortality is thus double what
obtained in 1832, both relatively and absolutely, a circumstance which was,
however, by no means peculiar to this loeality. For further information, as to
it march in the districts, we must refer to our Appendix.

The measures adopted during this epidemie, towards preventing the
spread of the disease, were, we believe, very effective.  The general arrange-
ments were placed in the hands of the Guardians, under the Contagious
Diseases Aet. The Dispensary Attendants, with others, were formed into
a Visiting Staff. One station, at the Old House of Correction, Howard-
Street, was kept open night and day, A Medical Attendant was constantly
on the spot ; horses were ready to convey him, with the greatest despateh,
to the sufferer, at any part of the town; and, for the neighbouringdistricts of the
Union, special officers were appointed, with similar duties, The General
Hospital was again engaged to receive cases, from a certain division of the
town, the other portion being supplied by the Union Hospital. In addition
to these admirable arrangements, for treating the disease at the earliest
moment, sanilary measures were largely and simultancously employed.

And here we cannot let pass this oppartunity of referring to the exertions
of a very useful Society, which was in full operation at the time; we mean the

“ Berrast Saxitary CoanrTes,”

which was formed at a Town meeting, on the 2nd March, 1848. On this
oceasion a report on the sanitary condition of Belfast was submitted, as a
basiz for the formation of the Committee. This report exhibited some
startling facts, with regard to the state of the poorer localities, and the
comparative sanitary position of the town itself; and especial comment is
made upon the relation which the presence of fever holds to the circumstances
under which we live.

The interesting points brought forward, and which we regret our limited
space obliges us to omit, made a deep impression on the meeting; and a
Committes of the inhabitants was forthwith appointed, for the purpose of
carrying out the recommendations in the report. This Committee, early
anticipating the advent of the Cholera, issued a general notice on the 24ih
July, on the importance and necessity of cleanliness and ventilation, and, in
September following, commenced holding a series of district meetings, to
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which all classes, but particularly the poor, were invited, for the purpose
of' disseminating information in connection with the health of the town,
suited to the apprehended visitation, and pointing out the most salutary
means for speedy adoption under the circumstances referred to. On the
9th Oectober, in imitation of a system pursued in 1832, and then found
to realize much good, both in facilitating the application of necessary pre-
ventive measures, and in familiarizing the public with the utility of sanitary
operations, from 8 to 13 persons were appointed to each district as IHealth
Visitors. About 33 acted; and, through their recommendations, most of
the house-cleansing operations were accomplished. A large number of
copies of directions, as to the best established preventive treatment, were
circulated amongst the poor. In this way the Committee were enabled
materially to improve the condition of the town, and, at the same time, to
thoroughly instruct the inhabitants on the nature of the coming epidemie,
a considerable period before the oceurrence of a single case. In addition to
the Cholera, the Committee devoted their attention to various other matters,
respecting the public health of the town, which, had they been persevered
in, might have resulted in very important improvements ; but with the sub-
sidence of the epidemic so did the public interest abate ; and the committee
were necessitated to close their labours early in the past year. We trust it
may be long, but unfortunately we cannot build npon the hope, ere a time
shall arrive, when it may be a subject of deep regret to the town, that they
did not hold out sufficient encouragement to the Committee to persevere in
their useful labours.

An application was at this time received by the Committee, from Samuel
Browne, Esq., Surgeon to the Ophthalmie Dispensary, requesting permission
to treat severe cases of Ophthalmia (such as require confinement and pecu-
liar care) in the wards of the Hospital. With the approval of the Medical
Staff, the solicitation was granted. As reference has thus been made to a
Medical Charity not hitherto noticed, we shall request the reader’s attention
to some of the particulars conneeted with it.

An attempt was made to originate an Eye DispeNsany, so far back as the
year 1816, but evidently without success, as we can find no record of it
ever having been established, The next notice we meet with of Ophthalmie
public practice is on the formation of the Chapel-lane (or as it was then
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called the General) Dispensary, in 1827, Amongst its benevolent objeets,
the diseases of the Eye claimed especial attention, and their management
formed one of its leading features. - After its dissolution in 1839, we observe
no further note of any special provizion till the year 1845, when Mr. Browne,
with the aid and encouragement of a few benevolent individuals, set
about the establishment of an Ophthalmie Institution, which, while chiefly
devoted to the treatment of the Eye, would likewise include that of the
ear. A house was taken at No. 35, Mill-street, simply fitted up with re-
quisites, and opened on 9th April, 1846 ; since which, it has been the
means of affording relief to 6,450 cases, or about 1,000 annually, of which
there is a proportion of about 2 per cent. of that interesting form, cataract,
which has admitted of permanent relief in about 60 per cent. The ear
cases numbered 405, in the space of three years. The expense of each
patient being only 8d. per annum, (which is less by 4d. than the average
cost of a recipient of Dispensary Relief), the reader can be at no loss to
understand the great value of this Charity, which restores, in many in-
stances, a most useful—nay, indispensable organ—for a comparative trifle.
The Committee, in granting Mr. Browne’s request, only expressed in so
many terms that they duly appreciated the services rendered by this unpre-
tending institution. We deem it but just to add, that already has its
reputation spread far and wide over the Province—a due compliment to its
deserving management.

Few words must serve in commemoration of the worthies who departed
at this period. We eannot particularize all, but the names of Dr. 5. 8.
Thomson, Surgeon David Moore, and Mr. W. Mulholland, stand out in such
bold relief that it were unpardonable to omit mention of their meritorious
lives and lamented death,

Mr. MorLioLLAND closed his years, in the midst of benevolent exertions, in
the eventful period of 1847. While ministering to the wants of hundreds
of the poor, daily gathered together in that Asylum which owned him for its
founder,—the touch of the malignant pestilence hurried him to the grave.

Mr. Moore departed, full of years, His long life was one scene of active
exertions, in the practice of his profession, In early life he was engaged in
the Royal Navy, as surgeon; and, during the remainder, some five-and-
thirty years, he was connected with the Hospital, first as Attending and
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latterly as Consulting Surgeon. He was devotedly attached to the Charity,
and took every possible oceasion to promote its interests.  His practice was
large and of the best class, and solely by his own exertions did he raise to
| himself a character and a name of which his family may well be proud..

| The year 1849 was not memorable for any event of more importance than
the death of Dr. S. S. Trnoxsox. No man more firmly held the combined
respect and love of the profession ; and a closer acquaintance only enhanced
the feeling. Though he did not attain what is generally called a successful
position in his profession, until a comparatively late period, yet, when once
he had reached it, he grew more and more ever afterwards in public esti-
mation. He possessed a most cultivated mind, enjoyed a rich store of clas-
sical learning, and was well read in the whole range of medical literature;
his manners were most pleasing, his diction harmenious, and his bearing
dignified. But it was in his relation to his junior brethren that we delight
to contemplate him. He held their interests dear to his heart ; he was their
companion—their adviser—their friend ; and, in the endearing appellation
of “ Father of the Profession,” his true character was beautifully delineated.
We mourn his loss—we look around—Dbut where ¥ ghall we look upon his
like again 7"

In closing this History of our principal public Charity, we feel it a grate-
ful pleasure to record a erowning memorable event in connexion therewith.
It will be remembered that, on the 11th of August, 1849, her Most Gracious
Majesty the Queen honoured this city with her first visit. On this occasion,
she was received with the greatest demonstrations of loyalty and respect,
such onlyas Irish hearts ean feel and express.. Iler Majesty did not forget the
enthusiastic reception, for, in a short time after, the Treasury of the General
Hospital was angmented by the handsome donation of £300, for which the
Charity is indebted to her gracious liberality.

Last year, as may be well remembered, her excellent Viceroy, Earl of
CLARENDON, also paid this town the distinguished compliment of visiting,
among other institutions, this Charity, and expressed himself in the highest
|| terms as to the completeness of the arrangements. Encouraged by these
repeated evidences of Royal favour, we would consider ourselves, one and all,
undeserving the high honour conferred upon the town, and the General
Hospital in particular, were we not right heartily to keep in perpetual re-
membrance the visit of our beloved %umn.

In
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Tue following Lixes, from the pen of a respected citizen, being the Prize
Poga in eelebration of the © Vicronia Fere” of last year, form a fitting
conclusion to the History of an Hospital which has received such distin-
zuished proofs of Royal regard :—

@he Victovin Fefe ow @ueen's Jslond.

COMMEMORATIVE OF THE QUEEN'S VISIT.
I

Tie big clouds hung dark on the old Hill of Caves,

There was mist on the mountaing, and storm on the waves,
And many an eye
Gazed that morn on the sky, _

When sudden the sun in his glory was seen

Coming forth in his chariot to welcome the Queen !

1.

No seeptre she held in her fair hand that day,
When her flag floated high o’er our beautiful bay ;
In the midst of acelaim
All dove-like she eame,
And peacefully weilded her olive-brauch wand
O'er the green ficlds of Ulster—our dear fatherland.

111.

There was joy on that high day in every breast,
The striving of love who eould love her the best ;
On all as she smiled,
So benignant and mild,
Eaeh eye beamed with gladness, as if it could trace
A smile to itself in the glanee of her face.

—————
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She eame in the grace of her womanly love,
The Irizhman’s ardent affections to move ;
His Cushla machree
Filled her heart with such glee,
That off, to her ALpERT, she said with delight— .
“ His head may be wrong, but his heart’s in the right,”

V.

She came in the might of her motherly charms,
Her husband her armour—her children her arms ;
With these by her side,
She may roam far and wide 3
Her armies may o to contend with her foes :
Her guards are her subjects, wherever she goes.

VI.

She eame in the warmth of her generous breast ;

She heard of the wounded—the sick—the distressed :
All freely she sent
To the funds nearly spent,

A boon to our Hospital, worthy the name

Of Vicroria—humanity—charity—fame.

VII.

Hurrah for the Queen | may posterity sce
Lach year on this island a grand jubilee :
May Minztrels arise
To contend for the prize ;
And bards, yet unborn, sing the joys of the past—
OF Victomis, and ALsert, and loyal Belfast,

e e o e g e e o L L e = L
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APPENMBLL

BELFAST GENERAL HOSPITAL

LIST OF OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1850-51

Presivent.
THE MOST NOBLE THE MARQUIS OF DOXEGALL.

Yice=Prestoents.
Muoyor of Belfnsi. Senbor of the Wesleyan Methodisis.| A, Mullolland, 'I".m],, J.P,
Lord Bishop of Down and Connor. | President of the Queen’s College. | T. H. Purdon, Ez=q., M.,
Roman Catholic Rishop. Lond Clichestor, RLP, Thomas Ferpguson, Kag.
Moderator of Belfast Preshytery. R. J. Tennent, Esq., M.F, 5, K. Mulbolland, Esq. J.P.
Moderator of Presbytery of Anirim. |

L ife={Gobevnovs,
Vizconnt Massareene. | 8. G. Fenton, Eaq., .1, Johin Hynd, Esaq.
Hir Hobert Bateson. | J. G, Richaordson, Eag. Johin Turnley, Esq.
Robert Monigomery, l"-xr!l. William Gray, 1-]-.-'~E Alexander M Donnell, Esg.
h. B. B. Houston, Esqg., J. 1% Alexander Shaw, Esq.

Richard Davison, Eaq.

John Clarke, I-‘.gr;i_,
Robert Langiry, Esq.

Consulting Phpsicians.

Tobert 8tephanson, M.T. | Thomna Thompson, M_Th, | . Seaton Reid, M.T0.

Henry M Cormac, M.I.

Thomas Aundrgws, M.I, | Willinm Mateer, M.ID.
Consulting Surgeon.
Andrew Marshall, M. T.
Treasuver.
GUSTAYUS HEYN, ESQ., Prrssiay Coxsurn, &

@ommitiee of Management.

Facale 1861, Vaeafe 1852, Facale 16053,
Rov. T. F. Miller, Ttight Rev. Dr. Denvir. Samnel Areler.
Lir. Andrewe. Johin Hind, Henry Mumey.
William Iv. Henderson, AL Mulholland, 4.8, Gordon Thompeon,
Robert Roddy. A. J. Munorory. Dr. Stovelly, LL.I.
Rev. W. Bruce. Gustavus Homn. Irr, Thomas Read.
Samuel Boyd. Robert Montgomery. Alexander Brenan, Esqrs,
Aanes Kennedy. Jdohin Clarke, J.F.
Attending Stafl.
Prvsioians, BUnaEoNsE.
Willinm Moffut, MDD, James Moope, M.I.
;.n?.lllil;.ilmhu, ALIY, Horatio Stewart, M.,
. M. &, M. 1}, Secrelory. K. Lamont, F.E.CA.I.
FPatrick Lyneh, M.1. Samuel Browne, RN,

Hovse-Sunoeon—Mr. W, Murphy. AroTHECAEY—Mr. Iing.
AgaISTANT HoUsE-SUneE0oR—Mr. J. Breakey.
[ ]
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FROM THE FOUNDATION TO THE PRESENT TIME.

|
i

M,‘['r:gmim_ Viee Presilents, Cone. Physielans, Cons. Surgeons.
1792 | Hon. Chichester Skeffington, M1, | Dr. Halliday.
Rev, William Bristow, Marmgn Dr. 8. MTier.
1809 | Rev. Edward May. +es | Dr. 8. Btephenson.
1810 e s | I Drennan.
1812 | Earl of Massercene. ... —
Fl'ﬂﬂc;ﬂ '].\l.li‘hlﬁ-:i', F-rﬁl'l-. aas BEE —
IH]G GL"JI'EG Briﬁtu"ﬂ' Eﬁll s sen —
lHII" L) 1L ] LT (1] Drl I{Enm'ir-
1821 | Thomas Verner, Esq. ... -
1622 e | De. H. Purdon.
1524 Jolin MCance, qu., MP. .. _
1825 | John Rowan, Dsq. 3 —
1528 | 8ir Stephen May. . | Dr. J. M:Donnell. | Mr. M‘Cluney.
wee | e, Foreade.
1524 wre | Mir, Moore,
=11 S . | Dr. 8. 8. Thomson.
15831 | William Tennent, Esq.... wvo | Dr. R. Stephenson.
1832 | W. W. Legge, Esq. : o —_—
183 | .. S e | I2n. W, Duncan. .. | My, Quin.
18356 | John M‘Cance, Esq. ... we | D, Little. «o | My, Moore.
Jolin M‘Neile, : _—
George 'I-I'Cnrtm}, L.:aq il =
1836 | Robert Thomson, E:sll .o | D, M*Cormae. ... | Mr. Coffey.
1841 i wee | P T Thompson.
1540 #Inyar n[‘ Bell‘.m o s | Dr. Androws, Mr. Moora,
143 | Lord Bishiop of Down & Connor | Dr. J. 8. Reid.
1850 Dir. W. Muaicer.

|

Homan Catholic Bishe
Midecator of Belfast Predbytery.
Modemtuml‘f'mhytnrynfﬂumm
Senior of the Wesleyan Metho-
disiz.

Prezident of the Queen's E‘-crlle,ge
Lord Chichester MP. ...

. J. Tennent, Esq., M.P, e
A Mulholland, E&q., J.F. e
r.I.1 I'{ l;ll.“'l.tﬂ“, EB-'] M ﬂ- BeE
Thomas Ferguson, Fs ot
5, K. Mulholland, an., B s
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BELFAST GENERAL HOSPITAL.
LIST OF VICE-PRESIDENTS AND CONSULTING STAFF,
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BELFAST GENERAL HOSPITAL.

LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT,

FROM THE FOUNDATION TO THE PRESENT TIME.

——— e

[1.'i|.|’.' names marked thus (™) are thoge of decoased Membiers. ]

e

AR KAMES AKD AVOCATIONS, L, AT KAMES AXD AVOUATIONE
1792 *Rev. Dr. Bruce, Pastor of the First | 1794 *J. Ferguson, Linen Merchant.
Presbyterian Congregation. *Geo. Joy, of Wine-cellar Com-
*Rev. 8. Kelburn, Pastor of the any

P
third Presbyterian Congregation Rev. William Batt.
*Rev, R, Meade, Minister of the | 1797 *Var. Joxes, second Treasvrer.

Established Chureh. 1790 *Rev. William Bristow, Vicar.
®Rov., P. Vance, Minister of the *Nev, B Dobhs, Cuarate.
Second Presbyterian Congre- *Valentine Jones, Merchant.
ation. *J. . Turnley, Merchant.
*James M Donunell, M. 1D, . SWoar, Crarig, Midrd Treasurer,
*William Halliday, M. D. 1800 *Dr. Halliday.
*Dr. Apsley. 1801 *Burccon M Cluney.
* [, White, 1802 *Ronr. Dores, second Secrelary.
*Ir. 8. Matcer. =Joln Grege.
*Burgeon J. Bankhead, { *Thomas MDonnell, Grocer.
*Bargeon B, Faller. [ 1806 *Hev. W. A. Holmes, Curate.
s Jowx CaMPRELL, first Troasurer. 1809 *Tames Orr, Northern Bank,
*Waddell Conningham, Merchant. Dy, . Texxesr, jourth Treasurer,

*Thomas, YVance, Merchant.

*.J. Holmes, Banker.
«John Whitdle, Woollendraper.

*Gilbert M‘Ilvecn, of Discount

. Offiee. 1810 *John MCracken, Cotton-spinner.
*William Sinclair, Linen Mercht. = Archer Bayley.

* Robert Holmes, Merchant. *Tiev. . Groves, Estalh. Church.

|
*John Ewing, Banker. ‘ #1 MG Skinner, Police Magistrate
‘. Bradshaw, of Discount Office. | Jas. Standfield, Grocer.

*Henry Joy, Paper Manufacturer. W, Aughinleck, Notary.
*Hill Wallnee. «D. Armstrong, Woollendraper.
*S. M‘Tier, Merchant. | *Lawson Annesley, Bleacher.

1704 *VaL. JoxEs, first Secretary | *Jas. Lmke, Merchant.
*Rev. J. Clark, Curate of Esta- | *John Ward, Paper manufacturer.

blished Church, [ 1811 *Rev. 5. Hanna, D.I.

*W. Seed, Merchant. *Rev. P. Cassidy, Roman Catholic
# ~urgeon M‘Clelland. Curate,
* Alex. Orr, Merchant. *Rev, Ross Jeblb, Curate of the
*Major B. Wallace, Army. Established Church,

. Madden, 1512 *Thos. J. Andrews, Linen Mercht.

— —_— —— e —
e —

—— —— =
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Dage of KAMES AXD AVODATIONS.

1512 +J. T. Kennedy, Merchant.
*Roeert Canwerr, Banker, Trea-
surer to the Building Fund,
*William Tennent, Banker,
# . Robert M“Gee.
Rev, William Bruce, First I'res-
bvterian Congregation. |
*Rov. Dr. Crolly, It C. Primate.
* Adam MAClean, Merchant.
*ev. W. 1. Drommond, Second
Preshyterian Congregation,
Michael Andrews, Damask Manu-
facturer, |
*Rev, J. W. Fea, First Incumbent
of 8t, George’s Church.
A. B. White.
*Heov. J. Brown, Carmie.
*Rev. W. H. M:‘Ewen, Second Pres-
byterian Congregntion.
*Bamuel Brure, Notary.
#John Suffern, Tobaceonist.

1818

1415

1810

1817

1818
1819
News-Leiter.
*Jonx Banserr, Tanner, fi/th Troa-
SUFLT,
Ao o, Barnett.
¥ Drrgmnmond Anderson, Proprictor
of the Commer cial Clronsele,
J. B. Shapnon, Yiidol Mann-
facturer.
George Ash, Merchant.
e, Samnel Arrott.
*George Suffern, Mayor in 1845,
*Eamuel Hunter,
*Matthew Black, Woollendraper.
*Hev. W. St. John Smyth, Curate.
# Arthur Gamble, Merchant.
Jobhm Hunter, Merchant.
William M‘Connell, Merchant.
Charles Thomeon, Merchant.
Robert Getty, Merchant.
Surgeon (now Dr.) M Kibbin.
1822 *Dr. Robert Coffey, Professor of

1520

1521

* Alex. Mackay, Iroprictor of the |

Appendix,
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Thate of
Agipringment, HAMES AND AVOCATIONH

1826 *Rev. A. C. Macartney, Vicar.
*William Napier, Merchant.
*Thomas Mulholland, first Flax-
gpinner in Belfast,
Robt. Workman, Muoslin Manu-
facturer,
James Orr.
James M‘Cleery, Lagan Naviga-
tion Company.
Edward J, Smyveh, Linen Merchant
Rev, 1. D, Hincks, Professor of
Helirew,
Henry Black, Merchant,
William Pirrie, Merchant.
John Hind, Flax-spinner.

1528 *James Thomson, Professor of
Mathematics in  DBelfast, and
afterwards in Glasgow.

J. A O'Reilly,
William Turner.

*Thomas Wallace, Woollendraper.
Robert M*Clare.

*John Milford, Cotton-spinner.

1829 *William Cuirns, J.P.

Jous Cranke, J.P., sicth Troas,
John Lamb, Linendraper and
Traveller.
Rev. Jolhn Chaing, Dean.
James Campbell, Cotton, then
Flax-zpinner.
#Tamez Young, Wnuﬂundm¥r.

1830 *Thomas Akenhead, Rope Manu-

facturer.
Rev. H. Cooke, 1IN
Rev. John Porter,
1831 *Robernt Gamble, Merchant.
*John Marshall, Woollendraper.
Robert M'Gee.
James Andrews, jun., Solicitor,
Andrew Mulholland, J. P., Flax-
Spinmer.
Edmund Getty, Seeretary to the
Harbour Commissioners,

1827

1832

Surgery. I, Robert Gamble, junior.
*Professor J. Young, L. L. Ty, Moral Rabert Gordon, iﬂ.ﬂl‘ﬂ!ﬂllt-
Philosophy Chair. Rev. J. 8. Porter, First Presby-
1824 Rev. W. Bland, Incumbent of St. terian Congregation,
George's. A. I. Maerory, Solicitor.
Henderson Black. 1823 *John Gray, Hosier,
15825 *Dir. G. J. Berwick. J. Btevelly, L, L. 1., Professor of

1826 *Rev. Gorman Gregg, Established
Church.
*Henry Joy Holmes, Merchant,
*John Dunville, Merchant.
John Riddell, Merchant.

*William Ritchie, Bhiiﬁhui]der.

Natural T'hilosophy.

William Thomson.
1884 8. G. Fenton, J.P.,, Linen Mer-
chant.
James Mateer.
Adam Hill, Treasurer to the Town
Couneil.

*Henry Iowan, Distiller.




Data of NAMES AKD AVOOATIONS,

A ppiniamoni. |
1884 *Thomas Bell, junior, Provision

Merchant.
1835 *IMugh Halliday, Woollendraper.
*Dr. Forcade, Army Surgeon,
1836 Jumes Lemon,
James Stirling, the present Mayor.

R. Montgomery, Sandy-Mount. |

William Carson, Grocer,
William Thompson, Grocer.

1887 James T. Tennent, present High |

Sheriff.
John Sinclair, Provision Mercht.
*Joseph Gillis, P'rovision Merchant,
1838 *A. K. Miller, Vitriol Manufacturer.
*Dr. Byrit, Army Burgeon.
James Crawford, Wine Merchant.
1839 *Joln Stotk.
1840 *Itev. T. Walker, Viear.
*James Dlair,
1842 Murray Suffern.
1848 *Thomas Major.
1844  Trs, M*Cracken, Cotton-gpinner,
William Lepper, Do.

Gusravus Hevxs, Prussian Consul, I;

present Treasurer,
1845 Charles Duffin, Flax-spinner, &e.
*William Mulholland, Flax-spinner
Willinm Dunville, Merchant.
1846 Alex. Brennan, Do.

Ao immEent.

1840 *Rev. Thomas Walker, Viear.

NAMES AND AVOCATIONE

James Mateer,

*David Moore, Surgeon.

Bamuel Archer, Paper-manufactn-
FETs

James MTutyre, Publisher,

Dr. Andrews, V.FE. of Queen’s
College.

D, Thomas Teid.

E. Walkington, Druggist,

Charles Lanyom, Architect.

Thos. M*Cammon, Tanner.

Rev. Dr, Morgan.

R. Patterson, Hardware Mercht.

H. Murney, Merchant.

Rev, T. F. Miller, Vicar.

John C. Anderson, Proprietor of
the Commerciol Chroniels,

William Valentine, Merchant.

Jehn Getty, Merchant.

John Dunn, Shipowner.

Robt. 8. Lepper, Cotton-spinners,
and Town Councellor.

W. II. Henderson, Merchant.

Robert Roddy, Linen Merchant.

Thos. Sinclair, Provision Mereht,

James Kennedy, Muslin Manu.

Gordon Thompson.

Samuel Browne, RN,
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IV.

LIST OF THE MEDICAL ATTENDANTS,

HOSPITA
Appobmnk PO DISTRIOTS, Physiciane. p Burgeons,
1702 | Dr. M‘Donnell. i

. White. < e

Mr. Fuller. e o i
Mr. MClelland. 5 a5 =
Mr. M‘Cluney. i i
Mr. J. Bankhead. e : =
Dir. Apsley. wes o
Dr. Samuel Stephenson. | ...
e | Dir. M Donmell.

Dr. 8. 8. Thomson
Dr. Ferguson ...
Dr, Stotr, ...
Mr. Bell b
Dr. Drammond ..,
Dr. B. Stephenson, ..
. Fore

Mr. Arrott ...
Mr. Moore.

Mr. M Cleery.

Mr. Coffey,

Dir. Millar.

Mr. Aickin,

%Ir M'Cabe.
r. B. Thom i

IDre Wilson ]mm

Dr. Kidley ...

Iir T. H. Purdon.

Irr. Berwick ... o

Dir. Lattle.

Dr M*Cormac.

Dr. M Dowell

Dir. W. M‘Gen

Dr. J. Bryson.

Iir, Murray.

Mr. M‘Burncy.

Mr. Officer ...

Dir. M‘Mechan

Mr. Wales. ;

Dr. W. Mateer

Mr Kendall.

Dr. Lynch.

Mr, Murray.

Dir. Johnzon ...

Dir. Ruttledge... bie

Iir J. 8. Mulholland...

Dy T, Thompson,

£

Dr. 8, M. Stephenson.

BEE EEE

Dr. 8. 8. Thomson.

Dr. Drummond.
Dr. B. Stephenson.

. B, ‘Fhompeon
B. Wilsen ...
Dr. M‘Cabe ...
Dr ]'}l.;:::‘cnn ‘
Dy, Little.

S M‘Cormac.
Dr. M‘Mechan,
Hr. Eﬂ;-thﬂrﬂ;'

s

Dr. W. Mateer
Dy, Johnson ...
Dr, T. Thompson.

ws | Mo M'Cluney.

My, Marshall.
Dy, Foreade.
Mr. Maore.
- | M. Coffey.
Mr. M‘Kibben.

oo | Mr. MCleery.

Mr. W. Quin.

EEL] DT- Jl qua

Dr. T. H. Purilon.
Mr, Wales,
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Ap;ﬁmfm. T0 DISTRICTS. Physielon. bl Physicians, |
I 183G | Dr. Sanders.
| Dr. Adams. &
| Dr. 8. Bryson,
i 1837 Dr. Andrews.
I 1838 | Dr J. D. Marshall Dr. Andrews ... Dr. Sanders.
Dr. R. Bryce.
| 1839 | Mr, W. Johnston.
| Mr. Rowan.
t Dir. James Reid.
Dr. Hunter.
15840 Dir. Moffat.
i_}r. S[’I:lni]s.
r. .
Mr. F. T(EFN eill.
Mr. Aickin Dr. James 5. Reid
1841 Dir. Beck Dr. Sheil ik Dr. Hunter.
Mr. Clarke ... «or | Dr. Moffat.
1842 Dr. Charles Purdon ...
| Dr, Gordon.
| Mr. Mawhinuney.
{ Dr. Dill.
| Dr. H. Stewart.
| Mr. Harkin.
1843 | Dr. Maleolm.
Dr. J. Moore.
| Dr. Donmelly.
1844 | Mr. Anderson.
1846 | ConmexionbetweenDis- | Dr. Maleolm ... Dz, J. Moore.
' pensary and Hospital
censed.
1847 b i Dir. Gordon.
1& 13438 D, Pirrie Dir. H. Stewart,
1549 | Dr. Lynch Mr. Lamont.
15851 e o Mr. Browne.
vi
LIST OF APOTHECARIES AND HOUSE SURGEQNS.
|E ApI?;il:fl-l:}uEut. Apathecary. House Sargeon.
1722 Mr. Hull. —
17956 Mr. Devlin. .
1807 Mr. Murray. -
1808 Mr. Harrison, 4 —
1510 Mr. J. Blakely. ... : —
1812 Mr. W. Dalzell. ... 2 —
1519 Mr. A. Martin. g -
1822 Mr. Walker. = T -
1824 Mr. John Aickin 3 —
1833 Mr. W. J. Thompson. ... . —
1836 Mr. 3. C.Bell. ... o - -
1837 Mr. Lamont. — i
15838 i e | Mr. 'W. Johnston.
1539 Mr. E. Ring. Er weo | Mr. Lamont.,
1847 v | Mz, A. Anderzon.
1848 o | Mr. J. W. Murphy.

e — e




¥iil

GOVERNMENT, PRIVILEGES, DUTIES, &e.

THE GOVERNMENT.

Tur Charity is under the direction of & |
Presipexy, clected for life. |

Viee-Presipext—Number not defined, |
elected for life, being original Subscribers
of £100 and upwards, or appointed as Hono-
FATY.
Tare-Coversons, or Donors of £50.—
Number, at present, 15,

Toe CoMMITTEE oF MAX AGEMERT, con-
sisting of 21 Members and & Treasurer,
elected by the Subszeribers of One Guinea
and upwards, Seven retire annually, but are
re-cligikle.

A Coxsurrivg Stary of Physicians and

Surgeons, appointed after eight or more | > w
| the hearing of petitions for admission, &e.,

years' service as Attendants.
The Arresvixg Stave of four Physi-
cians and fonr Surgeons, elected by the

Bubseribers of One Guinea and upwards.
One PhExinhm anil one Surgeon retire an-
nually, but are re-eligible. -

PRIVILEGES.

Tug President, Vice-Presidents, Life
Governors, and Congulting Staff, the Senior

Attending Physician, and Surgeon, are er

afficio Members of Committee, and may vote
at their meetings.

Suberibers of One Guinea and upwards,
only, have votes at the eleetion of Mem-
bers of Committee and the Medical Officers,

The Auending Stalf of Physicians and
Burgeons, superintend such atfaivs of the
Hospital, as relate to the treatment of the
patients; for whose eare they are responsible.
The Committee of Management clect all
the suborainate officers, amd divect the ge-
neral management of the Hospital. ©

DUTIES
OF THE COMMITTEE OF MAXAGEMENT.
To meet once » week, on a stated day, for

and the Reports of the ITonse Burgeon—to
raise annual supplics for the support of the
Hospital—io attend to the wantg of the
resident officials—to keep the Hospital in
every requisite—to pass the aceonnts—to
appoint one of their unmber as weekly
Orderly, and generally consider any matters
touching the management or interests of
the Hospital, which may be submitted to
them.

VII.
REGULATIONS OF THE ATTENDING STAFF,

DUTIES.

To give em?' necessary attention to the
care of the Yatients entrusted to their

charge ; to exercise complete control over | j

all the officials whoare engaged in carrying
ont their instructions, as regards dictary,
medicines, and all’ Medieal and Surgical
appliances,

To visit the Wanls at stated days. and
hours, and deliver Clinical Lectures each
Bession to the Pupils, and generally attend
to their instruction and bebayviour on all
oeeasions,

RULES FOR ELECTION.

Tng Stavr of Acting Medical Attendants,
to consist of four FPhysicians and four Sur-
geons, to be clected according to the follow-
100E 3 — -
nlg] . The Candidates for the Office of P]IE;
giciam, to be eligible for election, must |
Giraduates of lhul .'l:l-'nig;ﬁity of Dublin,
London, Edinburgh, or Glasgow. :
s The cnudidate; for the office of Sur-

, to be eligible for election, must be
ﬁae;bars, or Licentiates, or Fellows of the
Royal Ct-lleght;uf Surgeons, Dublin, Lon-
don, or. Edinburgh. :




he, or his Assistant, is to report, in writing,

. he, or his Assistant, shall visit such patients

— =
=_—

e o e g . s o e

2. They must have been qualified as
practitioners, from one or other of these
Colleges, in Belfast, for at least five years;
or, elsewhere, for at least ten {'EJIIE; or have
gmriuu.nly held office on the Attending

taff. Two years' practice in the DBel-
fast General Hospital, as Honse-Surgeon,
to be considered equivalent to one year's
practice in Town ; and such House-Surgeon
must have a Degree or Diploma, as the
ease may require, two years prior to date of
election,

3. There shall be an election every year,
for one Physician and one Surgeon, in the
room of those who have had priority on
the poll at the jfirst election, and who retire
annually in this order, but arve re-eligible.

4. Of the four Physicians and four Sur-
geons elected, at the fivst General Election,
not more than one of each to be a junior, ...,
one who has not acted as Physician or Sur-
geon to this Hospital for one year.

Appendix,
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b, The Candidates for the office of
[ Physician or Surgeon shall not keep a shop,
|nor vend drugs, directly or indirectly, ex-
| cept those who, on the fuith of a former
{law, gave their gratuitous services to the
| Hospital or Dispensary, for two or more
| years.

6. In the event of a vacancy, arising by
| death or resignation, the person temporarily
| eleeted, shall vacate at the time when the

period of office of the person vacating
| would otherwise have expired; and such
{ vacancies shall be filled by those who were
[ highest on the list, among the nnsuccessful
| candidates.

7. After an attendance of eight years,
any Physician or Surgeon shall be entitled

| Lo be placed on the consultation list; and

alzo no Physician or Surgeon shall hold
office for longer than twenty-four years.

VIII.

REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE MEDICAL DUTIES OF
THE HOUSE-SURGEON.

1. The House-Surgeon, or, in his absence, | is required to accompany the attending Phy-
his Assistant, to be in constant attendance | gician or Surgeon, and to act in the above

at the Hospital, to receive and attend to all
accidents and cases, admitted night or dnf s

but it is understood that it is his imperative |

duty to be as much as gible in close at-

tendance at the Hospital.
2. On the admission of every urgent case,

immediately to the attending FPhysician or
Surgeon,

3. At the daily visits of the attending
Physician or Surgeon, he, or his Assistant,
is required to report to them the state of
their respective patients, and such change
ns may have taken place during the interim
of their visits,

4. For the better fulfilment of this duty,

each night and each morning. In the event
of there being no Clinical Clerk or Diyesser

capacities when it is required.

5. On the admission of every case, he is
required to note down in the Case Book
the history, symptoms, and previous treat-
ment, for the information of the attendi
Physician or Surgeon ; also to place a car
over the bed-head of each patient, with the
number of the bed, on which he shall in-
seribe the name, age, time of admission, how
long ill, name of Medical Attendant, and
gcale of diet. This card to be signed by
the Medical Attendant on the day of admis-
gion, and the day of discharge or death,
noting the disense, and returned to the
Hounse Surgeon for entry in the Register.

6. He is required to keep an accurate
daily register of the patients dictary, ad-
mission, deaths, and dismissals, according
to the printed forms now in use.

7. He shall give notice to each Member

appointed, or present, he, or his Assistant,
¢

of the attending Staff of all operations, and
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shall be in attendance and give such pssis-
tance as mt&he required.

#. He shall, under the direction of one
of the Medieal Attendants, perform all
post mortem  eXaminations that may be
required.

9. He shall have charge of all the sur-
gical instruments and apparatus, and kee
same in good order for immediate nse, an
submit same to the inspection of the Staff,
at their monthly meeting, together with
the Registry of all Cases, for examinaton
and confirmation.

10, He is to observe that no patient leave
the Hospital without the permission of the
Medical Attendant, or the express order of
the Committee.

11. He ghall have charge over all the
Murses and other subordinates, and shall
have the power of fining or dismissing them

for neglect or impropriety of conduoct, with |

the concurrence of the Orderly or one of
the Medical Staff; and, in every such case,
he shall report the whole circumstance to
the next meeting of the Committee.

12. He shall exercise supervision of the
condnect of the Pupils while visiting the
Hospital, and report every instance of im-

ropriety to the Medical Staff and to the
mithee.

13, It shall be his duty to sce that the
interjor of the Iospitel and premises are
Lkept in a8 clean and wholesome a condition
aé possible, and make such suggestions for
improvement to the Medical Staif and Com-
mittee as may ocenr to him.

14. The Assistant shall be under the im-
mediate directions of the House Surgeon ;
and ghall discharge all such duties az he
may require, with the exception of those
which the House Sorgeon is enjoined per-
sonally to perform.

.
REGULATIONS FOR THE ADMISSION OF PATIENTS.

Two kinds of Relief are afforded by this
Charity :(—

I—IstERY; or TOE TREATMENT oF

Farexts 1% THE Hospitar, Wanps :

1. Patients of this class ordinarily receive
admission, on written recommendations of
a Guinea Subseriber, approved of by the
Medical Staff and the Committee, who ex-
amine such certificates® at the weekly Board

2, Urgent cases of Accident receive in-
slant admission, at all times, day or night,
without any recommendation.

8 Urgent cases of illness properly cer-
tifiedt g‘ny of the ﬂttendingpstuﬂ: rs::mhc
acdnission al all times, in Jite manner.

4, Pay-Patients, in Fever, attended on
certificate of any Medical Practitioner, for
the weekly sum of Ts.; One Guinea paid
in advance. Pay-Patients, ill of other dis-
eases, admitted by certificate of Medical
Staff, approved of by Committee, for sums
varying acconding to cireumstances.

EXTERN :

1. Cases of minor Accidents are attended

to every morning at 10 o'clock.

* BELFAST GEXERAL HOSPITAL.
W know the Boarer risiding mt and rogommsnd Al
a fit object to Lo admitied to the Grserar Hoserran; and bollova to bo o
pay Lo, sapport while thene
{Signed), Two Subseribers of One Guinea
anld upwands,
T have examined the above Paiient, who is affacied with e .
(Signed)
) COMMITTEE ROON oo 155
¥
Admid e aliore weke, l_ﬂ&imﬁr
+ Balfan 158
Tlease adrait into the * day of Ward of the Hospital
affected with norw residing ot

ify thnt Ui case i firing immedinte attontion, and will not ndmit of del
T cartify that this case is urgent, req L::ut wﬂuusdnngcrrm D DAAt Signed,

bafora the Committes on Tuesday next,

ﬁ_—_ﬁﬂ—_‘_‘_f_ﬁ—““_

i arder 10 como
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2, Cases of disease are examined and |
receive advice, on Monday, Wednesday, and |

Friday momings, at 11 o'clock. No re-

commendation required,

Appenbix,
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3. Patients requiring medicinal Baths
receive such at the Hospital, on producing
the Certificate of a Medical Practitioner ;

| on payment (if able) of a small sum.

X.
REGULATIONS FOR THE PATIENTS.

1. Every Patient, npon beigﬁl received
into the }gtspiml, shall be immediately un-
dressed, have the head, face, hands and feet
thoronghly cleansed, and, after being sup-
plied with the house clothing, shall be put
into the Ward and BDed allotted by the
House SvrcEoN.

2, There shall not Lie any lond I'H,H‘I'ﬂ‘g,
whistling, or other unseemly woise made in
any of the Wards ; and the ﬁuﬁm arestrictly
enjoined forthwith to report every such dis-
turbance to the House Svrarox or the
Assistaxt Hovse SurcEos, that such steps
may be adopted as the case may require,

8. &wﬁ;:i,- in the Hospital is strictly pro-
hibited ; and every Patient found smoking,
dirtying the Wards, or in any way injuring
the property of the ﬂmpitnf shall be re-
ported to the Hovse Surcrox or the As-
S15TART Hovsg Sunceox, to he dealt with
as the Medical Attendant may direct.

4. No Patient is on any account to go
about the Wards, or along the Lobbies,
either undressed or with any of the bed-
clothes as o covering, but shall wear the

dressing-gown provided ; and this dress is
only to be worn when visiting the water-
closet.

5. Convalezeents, while they may, by the
permission of the Medical Attendant, have
their own clothing to wear, shall not, on any
account be permitied to stroll into the other
Wards or along the Lobbies, save for the
purpose of visiting the water-closet.

6. Male Patients shall not, on any pre-
tence whatever, visit the female Wards, nor
enter the Nurse's rooms, kitchen or wash-
houses; and any such Patient so transgres-
sing'shall, for the first offence, be admonished,
and for the second, be forthwith dismissed
the Hospital.

7. All patients in the Hospital are re-
quired to pay strict attention to the orders
of the Hovse Sunceron and the AssisTast
Hovse SrraEON ; amd every Patient guilty
of disobeying such orders shall, if persisting
in tlim.l: disobedinece, be dismissed the Hos-

ital.
2 Nore—The above Rales shall be read
to every Patient, on being admitted.

XI.
ADMISSION OF VISITERS.

Visitors shall be admitted to the Pa-
tients in this Institution only on Sundays,
at Two o'clock, except in cases of emer-

ney. They will be allowed to remain one

our.

Any Visitor detected bringing in any
article, such as Whiskey, Tobacco, Fruit,
&c., shall be liable to Krpulsion, and will
not gain admission on any future occagion.

1. The Porter shall not on any account
E{ﬁrmi_i- any person not connected with the

ospital to pass through the gates withont
first acquainting either the House Surgeon
or the tant House Surgeon. For this

purpose eithor he or a trustworthy substitute
shall be constantly in the Porter’s Lodge,
from T A. M. till 9 P. M, daily.

1. On the days when Patients attend the
extern Department, strict care shall be
taken that none of them enter the Wards,
unless by the divect sanction of the House
Surgeon or the Assistant House Surgeon.

3. On no account shall any gratuity be
received by the Porter or any other Servant
within the establishment, on pain of Dis-
missal ; and Visitors are specially requested
not to offer such.
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REGULATIONS AND DUTIES FOR NURSES.
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It is requisite that each Wurse, as well as
ench Assistant, must be able to read and
write.

No person can fill the office of Nurse,
witheut having served as Assistant.

Every Nurse is entitled o leave of absenee
two evenings in each week—Sunday and
also on Tuesday or Thursday Evening, and
munst return at a quarter past Nine o'clock
in Winter, from 1st October till 31at March,
and a Quarter till Ten in Summer,from 1st
April till 80th September.

Any Nurse or other Servant trespaseing
the ahove I tions, will, for the first
offence be fined—for the scecond, dismiszed.

No Nurse will be allowed out of the
Hospital any day till after the visit of the
Physician or Surgeon in attendance,

Every Nurse is expected to rise at Seven
e'clock in the morning.

The duty of each will be :—

To reeeive from the Night Nurse a cor-
rect history of the Patient during the night,
marking well any change or other important
circumstance which may have occured to
any Patient during the night.

"P'o gee a8 accurately as possible that Wine,
Nourishment, and .Medicine, have been
delivered to cach Patient as was ordered.

To have the face and hands of each Pa-
tient washed thoroughly every morning,
and to give notice to the Porter when any
may require to be shaved.

{ Tosuperintend and assist in the regnlation
of the Wards, and also in the distribution
of food.

To have the Prescription and Case Books
as well nspens and ink in their proper place,
and be dressed, ready to attend the Physi-
cian or SBurgeon in his visit to the Wards.
As soon as the visit is over,sheshall at onec
proceed to carry out the instructions of the
| Medical Attendant, and give every assis-
tance to the Clinieal Clerks, and Dresser of
the Wards,

he as much as possible in the Warids, admi-
nistering the Medicines, Nourishment, &e.
which may have been ordered.

When the Ni%lt Nurse comes om duty,
at Ten o'clock, she will take her round the
Wards, and point out to her each par-

| ticular ease, and give those directions and

instructions which may tend to the comfort

| and welfare of the Patients during the night.

Each Nurse shall be held accountable

for the negligence or want of attention in

any of her Assistants ; also, for the state
of the Wardz over which she has eharge.

Each Assistant Nurse is expected to rise
every morning at Six o'clock.

Her duties are—To obey the directions
of the Nurse under whom she is placed,

To wash and thoroughly cleanse each
Ward and Lobhy daily, as well as the stairs
leading from those Lobbies,

To empty all slops or other nuisances,
and to properly the vessels containing
such. 1

Bhe will carry up the food and give it
to the Patients, always under the guidance
of the Nurse: after meals she shall im-
mediately have all such vessels washed and
put in their proper place, as were required
for snch food.

The Night Nurse is expected to come on
duty at Ten o'clock, at which time she will
at once proceed to receive from the Da ‘

-—
==

{ Murse the directions and instructions whi
each Patient may require. To see that she
has received proper supplies of Nurishment,
Dirinks, and Medicines, during the night—
and to give immediate notice to the ?Resi-
dent Medical Officer, of any bad symptom
or change which may occur to any Patient.
In the morning she will relate to the Day
Nurge anything of importance which may
have oceurred in the Wards doring the
| night. She will make up the beds and
place them in a settled state,

N. B—The infringement of any of the

| above Rules, will, for the fivst two offences,

be visited with a fine—for the third, dis-
mizsal.

No Nurse or Assistant is allowed, on any

acconnt, to punish any Patient of this Hos-

During the remainder of the day she will | pital, for disobedience or misheharviour in

| the Wards, by stopping their supplies of
| food or otherwise. is expected to treat
|them all with kindness ond tenderness:
and if any Patient should happen to become
ungovernable, she will at once report the
circumstance,
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XIII.

DUTIES OF HEAD NURSE.

1. To receive all Patients admitted into
the Hospital ; to see that they are thoronghly
washed and clean, and supplied with n
linen and bedding, and their clothes imme-
diately ticketed and storved.

2. To see that the beds arc made, and
the Wards well cleancd out and aired, every
morning.

3. To see that the Patients ave kept clean
at all times.

4. To sce that they are supplied with their

and that they are properly and com-
ortably supplied with their rations.

5. To have the sole charge of all the
clothing and furniture in the Hospital, bed
and bedding, and to make up amd mend
when required.

6. Tohave charge of the Wash-house, the
washing of the eclothes, and the forwarding
to and receiving from the Wash-house of
all elothes; and to see that they are returned
in proper order,

7. To have charge of all the nurses, night
and day medicine nurses and assistants, and
look after all articles of clothing &c., en-
trusted to them,

8. To know when the nurses go out and
return, and to look strictly after their eon-
duet, and report to the House-Surgeon any
Imumpriut}r or migcondnct.

9. To wvisit all the Wards, on all oppor-
tunitics ; to look particularly afler the stats
of the beds, bedding, and the wards generally,
and to see that both day and night-nurses
are always at their posts,

XIV.
DIETARY.

FULL DIET.

BrearrasT.—S oz bread amd 1 pint tea.
DisxeEr—=8 oz heef and SBoe. bread, or 4.

potatoes aml 4oz, bread,
SurrER.—Goz. meal and 1 pint buttermilk.

HALF DIET.

BreEARFAsT.—80%. bread and 1 pint tea,

Divwer.—doz. bread, 4oz beef, and 1 pint
brath,

Surrer.—4oz. meal and 1 pint buttermilk,

LOW DIET.
BrEAEPAST.—40z, bread and 1 pint sweet
milk.

Diswer.—doz bread and 1 pint broth.
SurrER.~—doz. meal and 1 pint sweet milk.

Sr00ON DIET.

Breaxpast.—doz. bread and 1 pint ten,

Dissen.—1 pint sweet and 1 pint butter-
milk.

Sureeir.—4oz. bread and 1 pint tea.

N.B.—When extras, such as eggs, arrow-
root, &, are ovdered by the Medical Atten-
dants, such patients shall not be on any
geale of diet above low diet.




xiv

s - —————————————

Appenbix,

R R

oo S T i

BELFAST GENERAL HOSPITAL.
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ORIGINAL SUBSCRIBERS OF £10 AND UI'WARDS TOWARDS THE
BUILDING OF THE FEVER HOSPITAL, 1813-17-10.

Belfust Banking Co. ...
Commercial Do, G Sed

Naorthern Do,
Franeis Turnley, e o
Farl Mfmxemclm i o
Robert Bateson, N ‘

John Turnley,...
Willinm Clarke,

Mrs. Clarke, ..

James MF Dmmell M T,l

John Alexander, & Co.,

George Langlry,

Thomas Lyle, ... “es

John M*fKenzie & Co.,

Hugh Rennedy,
James T. Kennedy; ... s
Cunningham Grege, ...

W. & Jos. Stevenson,
Mon cry, Staples & Co., ...
Hill Hamilton, ... ...
John Bell & Co,,

John M*Cracken,

A Friend,
Holmes, and Barklie, i
Cortland M43, Skinner,

John M‘Canee, g

Hugh M*Calmont, 4
Crawlord, and Wallace,

James Boomer,

Alexander Mackay,

Thomas Batt, ... F

J. % T, Conningham, .

James Cunningham, ...

John M*Crum,
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11
11
11
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Samuel Campbell, ... AT
Buerwick & Ash,
Blow, Ward, & Co., ... i
Robert Tennent BMLIY,
W. Thomson, . ek
M Cammon, Mtlfurﬂ. & Baﬂ-&y.
W. Bimms, ...

J. 8, Ferguson,
Tennent & M'C-cmnc]}
John Getty, ...
Ramsay & Gnrmlt,

8. 8. Thomson M.D.,
W. Halliday M.I., ...
Toml & Holmes, .
Jolin Vanee, ...

T J J'!Lmln-ws, & f,-u #

saw

EEE

| K. & A, Gordon,

Bamuel Gibizon,
Jumes Luke, ...
. J'n:,
W. l’drk T
Andrew T'-hrqh.:.ll E"Hll‘*ﬂ-ﬂn,
Rolert M- Cll.llll:L, bll]"hl:ﬂ!l
John Barnett, 51 T
W. Wallt,
Samuel B:mitll,
Adam MClean,
Joln Martin, ...
John Cunningham,
J. & W. Buffern,
T. Verner, ...
W. Cairns ...
L. Annesley, ...

B
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SUBSCRIBERS OF £10 AND UT'WARDS TOWARDS TIE BUILINNG OF

A NEW MEDICAL AND SURGICAL HOSPITAL, 1843-44.

Tue greater portion of the sum subgeribed, afterwards appropriated to the Enlargement
and Improvement of the original building, to form the present General Iospital, 1848,

£ 5 d
Andrew Mulholland, ... R 11, LI
8. K. Mulholland, e e A0 O 0
Thomas Ferguson, ... v 100 0 O
Henry Purdon, M.ID. ... - 100 G 0
. 8. Thomson, M.IML ... GO 0 0
J. F. Ferpuson, BO 0 0O

Richard Davison,
William Gray, ... s1s
Robert Montgomery, ... wi
J. Conmingham,
Joln M Kenzie & Gu-

Smuuel G, Fenton, .. as

£
60
hi
S
b
50
i)
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John Hﬂ L
Coates & Yﬂung,

. B. B. Houston wee

John Grubb Rll:lmrﬂmn,

(ias Company, ... Wl
8ir R. Bateson, Bart.,

John G. Dunbar,
George Dunbar, o
TllD]l'Iﬂﬂ Cﬂl‘hftég e

Hugh Montgomery, ..

John Botiomley, Al

James Crawford, S
William Boyd & B‘-Dns, oA

John Owden, SE
John Dunville & Co.
John Clarke, ... Wi
John Boyd, ... oo
John Charley,
Raolert Gr:mshmr,
George Langt wis
Langtrys & crn]mnn. aen
John Rowan, ...

John M‘h‘eﬂa }.’urkmﬂuut,
Hill Humulmn

The l'.:iccntﬂrs uf".[h ]-Iu-flms, ]uu 20
20

John Alexander, Carlow,
Robert & John Getty,

Representatives of the late IT, J-u_[.,?[i

Provincial Bank of Ireland, ...
R. Thomson, Jennymount,
F. M‘Cracken, ...
Miss Getty,
Jane Green, ... o
James Grimshaw,
Charles Duifin, ...
Henry Sneyd, ...
R. M. Sneyd, ... i
Thomas Batt, ...
Mathew Black, s o
Thomas M*Cammon, .. s
Rev. H. W. Bland,
Miss Bland, o
John M: Nenlc, jun, ..
ﬁv A, Orry, yiy

am J. Mac
William P|1-r_*||:.::,:ﬂh:r.jl

John Herdman, 5
A. W. Craig, ...
Alexander 'Luim:,

Mrs. Cunningham, ...

A. MTlonnell, Dublin,

Eev. W. Bruce,

Samuel Bruce,

John Kane, ...

Col. Thompson, R. E. f_& £3 3s.
per 3::.&:*}3& ;
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£ nod
50 0 0| Andrew Marshall, AL,
50 0 0| Jolm Bates, .. i
B0 0 o | W. Cairns, :
B0 0 0| William ﬂnttr.rmlm
50 0 0| Mrs. Ashmore, ...
G0 0 0 A. H. Halliday, .
50 0 0| Mrs. Hallida g
25 0 0| Capt. W. R, ‘hall]:ln},
25 0 0| James Bristow, e
25 0 0| Hull, Wilson & Co. ...
25 0 0| Miss E. Montgomery,
25, 0. 0| Misg Smith, ...
21 0 0| Edward Walkington,
21 0 0| Edward Coey, -
21 0 0| Stewart & M‘LlLllaml
20 0 0| John Bottomley, jun,,
20 0 0| William Browne, -
20 .0 l] Joseph Bristow, e
20 .0 Edward O° Rr}rhe,
20 0 | Forsythe & Ourr,
20 0 l]' James Goddard,
20 0 l]' | I, Anderson & bu-u., A
a0 0 | Robert Simms,
o0 0 | R. & I». Pattersomn,
20 0 U John Godwin,
o0 0 0 ! Thomas Andrews, M. [l,

0 O | J. E. Tennent, ME,

. 0 "A. T ,e"mtler-uﬂ,
20 0 0|.J MDonnell, M.D.,

0 0] Sir A. Clm,]mhh,r, .
20 0 0| Mrs, Clealand,
20 0 0| Dr. Forsythe, b
10 0 0T G. Batt, :
10 0 0| George T. Mitchell,
100 0 0O | Messrs, Stevenson,
10 0 0| Rev. W. Batt,
10 0 0] R F. Gordon, =
10 0 0| Dr. M*Kibbin, i
100 0 € Charles Lanyon,
10 0 ©|J.&T. Sinclaire, ...
10 0 0| Ceawford & Russell, ...
10 0 0| W. Cowant & Co., .
10 0 O | Mys. Thompson, B
10 0 0O | Richard Thompson, ...
10 0 O | Robert Thompson, ...
10 0 0 | Franciz Turnley, 2k
10 0 0| Robert Callwell,
10 0 0| Thomas 'Lm]l'urd Stew ‘111:-,
10 0 0| Lord & Lady Chichester,
10 0 0| Valentine Whittla, ..
10 0 0| Mrs' & Miss M Calmont,
10 0 0| Marguis of Huwu&him,
10 0 0| George Calwell,
10 0 0| Robert Workman,
10 0 0 | Thomas Hughes,
10 0 0 | John Harrison, ,

| E. Grimshaw, s
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TABLE OF SUBSCRIPTIONS AND PROCEEDS OF CHARITY SERMONS IN
AID OF THE DISPENSARY AND FEVER HOSPITAL,

FOOM THE OPERING OF THE HOSPITAL TILL 183,

Dispensary and Fever Hoapital.
T Bubeeripiions. Charity Sermons.
£ 5 A £ n d
1799 By Rev. Mr. Bristow 00 0
1800 e, Dir, Drummond,. anmmwicnann 0 Y
150G Rev, Dr. Drummond, .. eeeee e sore e 187 0 0
1808 Rav. Dr. Broct,ccieesesssesieanspsaionses 178 0 0
15049 Rev. My, HoIMES, woavsvanserssnsrressinns 165 0 0
1310 - Y Dr- Dmm‘-“mdj1lir++l-++l'++l'l- """"""""" -l'ir u ﬂ
1818 oS Rav, Dr. Hanna,........ punmasa s ol B SIS
1814 e FER Rev, Dr. Bruce,.....coone RERR o 1™ 0 o
1813 Rev. B O Beimmtu g s sescinsnamnsponens. 107 0 10
1313 5‘;]“ I} ﬂ mﬂ‘r‘ l]-.' Fﬂﬂ‘ -------------------- REEFEEEREF RS 177 “ n
1819 438 0 © Rey. Dy, Neilzon, ........... esnassspunner | SRR LN
1820 Bevr. W. M'EWeD, .cvcemimaiiniini s ST DA
1521 E2¢ 0 O Rev. Dt BIO06, oove-eeeesansssnsns PP, . i | IR
1822 53¢ 0 0 Rev. A, Macartiey, .......co-sessssens i
1323 471 0 © Bt. GeOTEA'E, wuresssssrsssnsresinassansnsis 106 0 0
1824 48 0 0 Reav. Dr. Broed, ...iceeeesais seenennannais 102 0 0
1325 517 0 0 Rev, Dr. Hanng, .ooeecensse PR |- 1 (I | |
1826 522 0 0 Bey. R. Bland, .iviciiauans cietassiinusay | UDECANT
IBET BE‘J ﬂ l:' R'E?'. W. M‘E“’in ----------- EaRErEREEEERE 1‘*": U ﬂ
]E’EE lrlm a ﬂ R‘ET. 1}ri ]iru LI TR L R R NN R SRR lliﬁ u 0
1529 G620 0 0 Rav. Mr. Carlisle, coeecseasreenness wapene, 136 0 1)
1830 562 0 O Rev. Mr. Chaine, ... ; wie L0800
1881 540 0 O Rev. Dr, Cookey.ensess 149 0 @
1883 563 0 0 Berarnl, ... el R s o 423 0
1833 535 n r_' DDI, R R R T P NE R R R L L LR L L L L LR 310 u n
1854 ] 418 0 0 I]ﬂ., P A T i m L B AW N e a st e LS 250 0 0
TABLE OF SUBSCRIPTIONS AND PROCEEDS OF CHARITY BERMONS,
I¥ AID OF THE CHARITY, FROM 1831 TILL 1850,
Dispensary. FEVER HOSPITAL. GENERAL HOSPITAL.
Year.
Subseriptions. | Subseriplions, :Chari:;.- Sermond] Subsoriptions. | Charliy Ser.

1836 £06 0 0 |E£41B 0 O | L51 0O 0 £ o d £ 8 d
1536 0 0 0 gil 0 0 | 216 0 0
1837 29 0 0 1083. 0 O [ 470 0 0O
1838 Bd 0 O 684 O 0220 0 0
1839 88 0 0 | 496 0 |28 0 O
1840 60 0 0 |1272 0 0258 0 0
1841 7 0 0 62 0 0] . we (158 0 O 271 O 0
1842 115 0 0O 436 0 0 1 133 0 0 152 0 @
1848 114 0 0O 11 R 1 TR [ s 132 0 0 BT 0 0
1844 107 0 0 850 0 0| 7T O O M 0 0 4 0 0
15845 86 1 0 776 9 B 46 7 6 o6 4+ 0 144 12 2
1846 1153 0 0 401 0 O wee 2 0 0
1847 Dispensary
1008 | | e Gt vaam gl mon ) | caRded ABES A1)
1849 tha H-un||illi. O] aa aas 41 0 0 108 0 0
1850 Hoo General == | G020 0 B9 0 0

Disponsary |

Rolurns.
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| - - : : o, |']J|.I'J:r|.-lp]i||!,rj'piu|.
- 1ilH, fuisd *riv ns Troae
Year. Bequests. unnmi;:ﬁw l;:ubI.I:Ll'!m!iuu. Dullmt?a:s. I'.:ll-.rnﬁl||.|14|||:rn|-.
ae,
1801... z --{J. Cunningham, (Coneert by Mr.
11z 7 6d, Bunting.
it -\, Tuarnley, Mr. Parker, of
L1f, Ts Gd. Circus,
470125 94
. £ - i .+=|F. Turnley,
| 1M 72 6d.
1805].., snalibs - +«« F. Turnley, 50L
1206|... S [ e - A well-wisher,
231, 55 Gl
1807}, - Grand Jury, 1954 Ts 6d. Mr. Davison’s
13018 Mr. Cairns, 1004
1810... oo Grand Jury, no record of Mr. M‘Cann,
amount, 1004
Nucleus of the
Building Fund.|
1811'... - Grand Jury, no record. ... 1 & Oificers of Derry
| _ o Militia, 417
1813.... ..|Grand Jury, no record.... & [Mr. Finaigle's
| E Lecture, 111, 4s.
1815/... ..|Grand Jury, no record.... = Officers at Thea-
8l W X EL tre, 1021, 1s 4d.
7 W. Stevenson, e Corporation of the = Proprictor.  of
561 17s 6d. §  **| Borough, 400L.... ... o § Wax Works,
Thos. M‘Connell, 1007 Provision Fu =E 134 158 .
Miss Cairns, 60L .. ...| 284k6s2d.... .. ..| E g Two Amateur
{Bam. Woolsey, 500, ... Proprietors of Linen- v Plays,
Hall, 1004, ... ... ... g 2150 195 10d.
Lord Lieutenant, 100/, ... =
Harbour Commission- i ?..
ere DR L
1818 Mrs. Lyons, 30L... ... Lord Lieutenant, 100L...|R. Ker, Red-
1819 N. Magee, 100/, ... .../ Grand Jury, 2004 ... .| Hall, 10,
1820/ Jas. Boomer, 50  .../Grand Jury, 5817 3s 8d. Licut.-Gen. Mj-
Miss Brown, 504 ... Grand Jury, 4350 8s (d. | chel, 500

131?2 J‘! Ml Stﬂ‘uppe, IML LLE

1823 Hagh Wilson, 504
1824 Mrs. Houston, 500

Mrs, Lamont, 5/,
1825 Miss Caimns, 50/,

1826/... i

-« /Grand Jury, two years,

| Grand Jury, 5201, 16s 3d.
<« |Grand Jury, 508/ 12s d.

S e e

S o7l 155 11d. ... ...

Grand Jury, two years,
063L 175 0d. H:l: e Ko, 2187: 6d.

Lord Lieutenant, 100, jF. Turnley,

| 300 15s.

D. Gordon, 201,
T, Sinclair and
Miss Bland, 204,
John  James,
182 1ds 24,
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TABLE OF BEQUESTS, &c.
c i, p n_ - Pri e

Yaar, pequests Mnﬂi‘:?ﬁmﬂ“ ks, Dﬂnhl';m,m“_ E||t.-a11-mr§nq:imtl

&, .

ISE’lq;}:hn Grqlzg,dli?n'f -« Grand Jury, 4581, 12 11d. Bllﬂhflﬁr'!- Ball,

. Morelan ] afl

1828 Mrs, Hyde, 461, 85 14,

18201.., e o« Girandd Jury, 868L U5 114d.|Col. Pakenham,
= {Committee ﬂl‘SuEl}I?. :

1830 ﬁ!ﬂ ihlj:l'lw' .'iliifw .- Grand Jury, 6194 13s 5d./C. R.Dobbs 10/

135 ALKINSon, aew

1831 W. Magee, 46/, 35 8. |Grand Jury, 5731 16s 8d.

1832 Mr. Yates, 461 115 3. Grand Jury, 1,088% 45 6. Mr, Gallagher's
Misa Brown, 211 Imlﬁst Butchery Society, JElf'hé?E:?_“'

| 104 45 Gd. !
{Patrick Davis, 104 o

1833 Miss %loémrumni 501 .-.-Gmn-r.l Jury, 5034 13s 4. R. 'I"hnmol:}?f
[ALiss Gy plbiate . | anatig | Woods, 56
. Trail l\tﬂﬂtﬁj‘. 501,

J. GLI;I:. Feei  asdl

1884.T. Getiy, 50L ... ' i
W. Tennent, 1004, ...|
T. Akenhead, 100f. ...

Blisacs Kennedy, |
| 46L 88 14, 4
1885 John Cordukes, 201, F. Grand Jltlguﬁﬁz' 48, Dis.
1887}... | o 0 zagg Elu. ﬂ;‘?ﬁﬁ“ﬁfﬂ;
w09l Be ig.
1,002L, 0s 8d, Hos, i
1838 Dr. M‘Cluney, 100£, F. “ 194, 17s 2d, Dis. Fﬁﬂ&ﬁ:g‘ ?ﬂTm
t
Mra. Simms, 407, F. 'f  1,G00L Os 0d, Hos,
15839 Miss Havern, Arthur-| “ 8Ol 12g Gd, 1is.
atreet, 604, F.... ...
Miss Smith, .:I]'." F. i) “ 4300 Ge 9d, Hos.
Captain Griffith, all-' F.,
R. Mathews, .
424, 125 8d, F. e
Miss 8, Urmg.,. 104, F.
1540 W, J!ulmsmn. F-mﬁul % G0O0L 02 0d, Hos. F. Turnley, 251
4658 1d, P .o wen
“  GLL 10 6d, Dis.

1841 7. Mnn!fﬂmwy ani,g.- “ 77i 1a 6d, Dis. %rcus%&!. i:, Gd
Miss J. Lvons, 100L, F. ax Wor
Mrs. D.Shaw, } |  “1,508L17:0d, F.S 5L, 3s.

281 s 10d, F} |
H. J. Tomb, 10L, F. ... : [5i, F.
18427, Turnley, 200, F.... % 1141 8s 0d, Dis. |Hon. Mr. Ward,
M ARE - ﬁﬂulm%ﬂm.ﬂnﬁthﬂm& Ward,
» Lnnning
WL e [53% 2 04, 8. |J. Turnley,
Walter Roberts, 100, F. Late House of Industry,| 104, 8.
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TARLE OF BEQUESTS, &c.

Appendix.

o d v | I'.':r.tmnr-!!lmar_}' aid,
- CUILY grants, an riviie, i A8 from
b i e Donations per publie bodies, Donations, | Entertuinments,
oz,
i —— ——
1848 J. Cunningham,)  Weavers'Relief C., 201, 8. m e List of Sub

Mrs. A, D.msmq:-rc&
| 101, F.
Miss Hnrnsun, ‘H}If F.

Mrs. M. Lynd, 5-’.,1' S

1844 W, Simms, 504, ¥.
|F. Jordam, 50L, F.
IMISﬁ Lyons, }
| 38l 15s ld,, D.

1845, H. Hounston, 507, F

Miss Lyons, }_

I8l 15z 1d, F.

F. Glenfield, 500, F. ...

Mrs, = .:al}.!', I,
Mrs. Small, 1
1091, 8s ll{'l F.§
Miss Pnttcrmn
4G4 2z 14, F.

J. Jmmesun, L A -
1847

1546

1848 Miss Getty, 970... ...
{R. Simms, 500, ... .
R. Simms, 40, ...

1849 Mrs, M‘Cormac, 801. ...

1850 Dr, 8. 8. Thomson,
oL }

J. H. Houston, 508, 5| Lo
C. Balmon, 481 3514, F.
{Grand Jury, 7521 336d, F,

ek

- Ulstm‘ Railway, 10L

II%[}[':m:l Jury, 402L, F,

“ 116l 18s, D.

A 1071 4s, I,

£ G0, F.

H 86f. 10z, 1D,
an Fund, 50 5

..|Board of Guardians,

GLBL Bs.

..|Board of Health,

4,2541 178 5d.
Tm-.. QueEx, 500/, ..
Quees's VisiT, 163 5s2d

JEniI ena Railway, 54
R. Montgomery, &

Relief Committee, S04
Lord Licutenant, 527 10s,

soribors o second)
]El-mlu.lmg Funil.)

Miss Halliday, 5/

T. Ferguson, 5L

Bep. of late Mrs,

Montgomery, |

101, 8.

b |

oo B B. B. Hous-

ton, &l, G.

R. Thomson,
Wali-hill,
104, 10s.

Roval Hibernian
Ball, 5L

|
Officers of 3d

| Regt. Bufi,
| 89L 123 6.

Vicroria FETE,

| £277 3s 8d.

Nore—I), after a sum, ﬂjmteu ¢ for Disponsary.”

il

do,

8. do,

" for Fover Hospital.”
“ for Gencral Hospital."
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Appendix,

TABLE SHEWING PROPORTION OF SUBSCRIPTION PAID ANNUALLY

BY EACH SUBSCRIBER, AND THE GENERAL AVERAGES.

Yenr. HNumber of Subseribers. Amoaut. Avernge per Bubscribor.

£ d -|£ 8 di

1818 — 19 562 438 0 07 i35 T
1520 — 21 549 426 0 0 0'1s 7
1651 — 22 577 S 0 0 018 6
1822 — 23 733 471 0 0 012 10
1823 — 24 720 454 0 O 018 &
1824 — 25 77 517 0 0 013 0
1885 — 26 790 522 0 0 013 2
1826 — 27 T4 850 0 0 1 20
1827 — 28 831 508 0 0 012 1
1828 — 29 981 629 0 0 012 7
1829 — 30 914 569 0 0 012 5
1880 — 81 730 B4) 0 0 014 9
1881 - 32 847 63 0 0)5 013 8
1842 - ‘38 846 535 0 0|3 D12 8
1888 — 84 884 413 0 0|3 0 9 4
1884 — 85 836 520 0 0} 012 &
1835 — 86 G949 621 0 ofE 013 1
1886 — 37 *202387 3 132 0 0% 011 2
1887 — 38 *1467 | 2 673 0 0fF 0 9 2
1888 — 89 959 | £ 580 0 0 0,18 1
1889 — 40 *1786 35 1832 0 © 014 4
1840 — 41 *1054 | 3 5 579 0 0 0 10 11
1841 — 42 *1068 | £ 3 551 0 0 010 4
1863 — 48 760 | £2 5OG 0 0 013 2
1848 — 44 584 | % 515 0 0 015 6
~ 1844 — 15 *1097 | = 812 0 0 014 9
1845 — 46 *1054 | 517 0 0 0 910
].Mﬂ — '*T CEEY FEE] anE eE CEE]
15847 — 48 532 288 0 0O 14 7
1848 — 49 694 441 0 0 0112 ¥
1849 — 50 582 536 0 0 015 4
| 26058 17,706 0 0 013 1

Annual averages......... 808 ooo o 0

REV. DR. HINCK'S CALCULATION.—1835.
Tanre shewing the Awvxvan Averaee ReceErers and Exvexoitore, for Ten Years.

RECEITTS. EXIEXDITURE. CABES ADMITTED.
Bubscriptions,......... £564 15 23 Food, .occimninncnnenns £650 0 7 | Fever, 5844
County Treasurer,... 564 17 0} Wine and Spirits, ... 85 16 4
Charity Bermons, ... 175 14 4 | Drugs and Medieal
Admissionofpatients 60 6 5 | Instruments, ...... 185 2 0 Medicall47.7-10
Other sourees as Be- Coals, soap & candles 90 2 T

questz, Fines, &e, 111 19 7 | Buoilding and repairs = 76 18 11
Furniture, bedding, Burgical 225.5-5
and clothing, ...... 92 10
Salaries, wages, &c., 150 I6 3
Rent, Advertising, —_—
Stationery,  and
mizcellaneons, 8.8 6
Totaki.oziidesa oo 1477 123 T | ‘Totaly...ssen oeve. £1407 16 8 Total, ...908

F.I'éliu' e ahu;-r-i'l appenrs dhat the avernge sost of ancl en=e (taking the average of cases ot 908 m‘ -
el CEn

num | is rother less than 1z, 4d. ench For diet, and about £1 1, inoluding all expenses.  No eal

b maide respecting the medioing, a8 the pecount hns not beon kepl soparate.
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Appenvix.,

MONTHLY ADMISSIONS, IN THE FEVER EPIDEMICS, SINCE 1817.

Months YEARS.

t 18181819 1824/1825(1826 _ﬁqm;mmum%m_mﬁ 1832 1835(1856/1837]1838(1839(1840/1841 | 1842/1843] 1844 1845| 1847
Jannary .. .. 40|72 61 |44 | |%62 | 78 *48 (195150 | 77 |145 (138 | 89 1958 [104
February ... 54 | 61 70 7 mmm _”_u 76 ¢2 | 197(108 | 98 | 196 (192 | 58 | 35 |280 | 82
March 89|73 |45 |45 | m| |[o7 |64 66 | 256/134 | 85 |226 143 | 74 (125 [208 | 85 |
April = | 58| 75| 45 108 a mﬂ. 100 98 | 338102 | 80 | 128100 | 67 | 62 |140 134 _
Mayle k| o m.w 66 | 41 | 55 | 72 | 58 m__z 68 116 | 322| 75 | 94 | 148|110 | 70 | 88 |250 790 _
June m.m 64 43 | 85 | 88 105 | 58 25 | asgl 86 | 75 |197| 92 | 54 | 66 [150 1106
July mm 5% 18 | 45 | 50 | 88 117 | 47 81 | 330 87 (124 | 128 {152 62 (183 1242
Angnst w | 55 105 | 82 | 42 | 55 | 72 88 | 328/ 75 (185 _ﬁ_;u 160 (143 g1 [
September ... Wm@ | 52 a4 | 40 | 48 , 43 | T4 18 | 208 [152 | 120 103 290 (157 574
October - | m. 57 108 | 84| [62|81 149 | 242 [102 | 106|102 rmp 197 853
November ... ... | 46 90 | 50 6 105 8¢ 119 | 194  [146 [173] 64 348 [132 69
December ... .. | 48 70 | 80 52 | 88 71 (160 | 187]  |215 | 135 (119 254 | 93

h 70 182 | 173
RS T T S P ) TR ) VN o BT
151759 | 18245 | 182678 | 1830..2t 1835.6.7.8 1830.40.41.2 184845 |18478%

# Aslaiie Cholera immediately followed the decline of the epidemie.

¢ Asintic Cholers immediately followed the decling of the epidemic.

* These columns refer to lunar months.
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CALCULATION BASED ON THE RETURNS OF 1849 AND 1850,

:‘ EXFPENDITURE. CASES ADMITTED.
184D, For Diiet,- ... < £4BT 10 0
3 .;;r ];r“ P N 1. | W e e SR T
i or Dhet, - 100 B 10 =
, i.ulli!_- i e 512 lﬂ 2 lam’ “aw Ll LR LR} B'E

Shewing the average cost of patients, during these vears, to have been 17s, for di
and £1 lﬁgﬂ. 8d. including all mfpnme:’ = f =

LIST OF PATIENTS ADMITTED FROM 1845 TO PRESENT TIME.

Year ending. | 4 g e Omes  |arotioul Guses|Sungieal Cases| Accidonts. | Sarsioal
|12 F A 224 —
|- e R 197 10
EBAR. 1530 HH
1319"”“*.- ]255 “E
 |-h R e Ga2 41
1881 .:. .00 727 41
TERY... 3056 19 i 82 7
1823......... 477 87 44 126 i
TE2......:.. 410 21 04 123 41 2
| T GIT 21 1349 148 it 13
1888.....000x 288 19 144 154 Gl 14
ROy BGE 52 137 1538 | 12
I1888...... i G590 29 131 215 04 30
1888 L0 454 20 195 294 &1 15
1 B 207 1 195 422 &4 16
1 437] e bl 40 188 429 HE S 19
TRB2, . iiny 1014 73 a7 268 i 19
J888..cinens g i b3 128 271 107 28
1\ 477 13 170 413 119 23
ARG L 6ol G5 201 a68 120 24
' LT 528 45 166 38T 161 a0
{ BTl 1878 151 (i 25 100 26
il | AR S18T 402 28 232 = Hit
T }munu.n IM? IIH ]'I'n 353 lH"‘ ‘ﬂ'
{ L. 1738 214 118 207 116 20
{ R 170 178 — 281 143 a6
1L 1162 126 17 285 131 o4
T840, o G55 133 83 25T 02 16
1844.. .0 R 126 25 26 104 1i
3 1 S 16066 1 297 128 19
l G, G4 [ 7] 14 AT 156 G
P el i
T84B.. b blgd . | - 6DB ag 478 155 a7
18400, gk I 104 329 124 23
[ tes0...... ! 257 413 175 -
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DESCRIPTION OF THE GENERAL HOSPITAL.

-

Tue Building, the pround plan of which
is of the usnal shape, iz about 160 feet
long for the first two illnnm,aml 104 for the
upper storeys. From front to rear it is G4
feet in the wings and 45 feet in the centre |
building. It contains, in all, 51 rooms, divi-

plants, and is flanked on one gide by the
Dispensary-rooms, and the other, by the
Committee-room and purter-lcu]gc; the
rear is ocenpicd mainly by the remains of
the old Cholera Iospital, which occupies
the centre, and is now used a8 wash-house

ded as follows ;—

and drying-room, store-rooms for linen, and

Ground floor,... oo 20 apartments. | bedding, Coroner's Jury-room, and wands
Firat lobby, ... 15 do | for maniacal patients. At the eastern wall,
Second ... 8 do | runs & long shed, originally used for Fever
sUhiedy B .. Vot D do. cases, and kept now as a reserve ward,

The building is surrounded by a consider- | The accompanying plans will explain

able area, both in front and rear: the front
is tastefolly laid out in shrubs and garden

better than any deseription the in ar-

rangements.

DR. WILLIAM M*'GEE'S RETURN,

Shewing the Ages (Male and Female) of persons attacked by Cholera, in Belfast, in the
Epidemic of 1832, with the Deaths.

Malp, Female,
7 REMARKS.
Agi. | Cuses, !Dﬁﬂl Cages, |Denth
§ 56 1 i ;
10! 48 g Eg lg The total registered number Was c...o.eeveevven. 2,838
11 70 125 . OF for non-reports,........... 5
20 | 109 £ | 254 g | Double returns and errors, ... 181 186
25| m 16 | 210 9 .
a0 | 112 17 | 252 | o3 Total cnges, .i-cericinimssens T B A T 2647
a4 a7 13 !
40 | 1 il] a9 é;‘ll ;; Many of these were so very mild that they should scarcely
5| 4 (18| 95 | 21 be returned as Cholera.
50| 55 16| 108 |13 It will be evident, also, that no great dependence ean
55| 20 |12 | 33 7 | be placed on the ages given by the patients, as they ap-
60 | 87 |14 | gg | o2 |Pear to have made rests at, or just under, the decimal
65| 14 | 4| 19 | g |periods : 5o ;
0 37 8| 16 - In the above are included cases remaining in Hospital
=5 0 7 7 » | and in Lazaretto, at the date of the Report.
80 i 2 8 1.' Hospital caszes...... 23, Died...... 2
85 0 0 1 1 Lazaretto cases, ... 18, Died...... i
00 3 o 9 2 In the streets in which the Hospital and the Lazaretto
Age |} were situated, and in the adjoining lanes, 75 cases oc-
not i 20 11 43 16 | corred. OF the 2,647 cases, 1,158 wore treated in Haospi-
piTen| , tal, of whom died 282, Bleeding was freely tried in
i Hospital, there having been bled— i
et H e Males, . .ocmvees seese B0, of whom died 8§
914 i 2“", 1733 | 219 . Femples, ........0 199, of whom died 2
I | 1t is rather remarkable that from the 30th September
till 28th October, 92 cases were admitted into Hospital,
Total coBes.viviiisrniein 2649 nu%:i-l of whom were bled ; of these 41 died,
e register does not give any available information
Dieaths, 424 | as to the trades of the 1m:ﬁ.m!.s.
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Apypenvix,

MARCH OF ASIATIC CHOLERA,

I¥ 13450, I¥N THE DIEPENSARY DISTRICTS.

' Wooks ending.  |Total eases| Dock. | Hospital. | Shonkhin. | Smithsield| College.
Deal 23’. 18{3} 1 LLES nan 1 rewm anE LEL S
P [ 1 1 3 2
Jﬂ“- ﬂ 1.349, E EET e 1 1 L]
B T 11 1 & a 3 i1 o
B vy 17 8 3 3 8
O 15 1 8 2 9
Fab. & ,, a5 1 5 7 19 3
_ | T 62 1 8 al 28 7 2
| R e et 5 1 B 14 a7 13 T
R | 70 a 8 15 23 24 2
Machd |, 63 2 8 ag 18 16 3
TR 124 B il 4 83 4
i WG 58 1 15 14 26 2
a oEE 36 11 4 15 G
April 2 48 5 3 9 11 12 8
Pl ¢ A 85 1 2 8 9 9 G
R [ R 67 b 17 13 15 13 4
P R 41 T 3 9 12 G 4
A 42 I; B 17 14 b
Moy T 18 2 34 2 4 7 wan
»n 14 84 b 10 T 11 2 1
Caegnl ' by 42 T a9 10 10 ] 2
e A a8 B 10 12 7 &
June 4 i 1] 14 21 13 b 2
o D 59 6 15 15 6 9 8
B bt 5 14 10 9 14 (1
| 63 B 11 B 9 18 12
July 2 G 1a 12 6 14 7 G
o - Bl 11 14 B 15 7
oo HE s BiG 16 T i} 20 8
i 202 18 16 29 b
R B 105 10 9 20 17
Ang. 6 128 5 B 10 23
.. 41 3 3 9 10
wr 55 10 6 5 5
n 27T 4 23 i 4 4 8
Sept. 5 27 2 4 18
a 14 : ) 4 b
w Iy 24 i b 7 9
¥ EI' »n G Y nan 5 1]
Gﬂtr 1 LT ﬂ FEE 1- 1 byl
” B ] 1 1 2 1
R || S 1 1
| » 22 4, 3 1 1 2
1 hﬁ]l’ o " . em . wE
I ] 13 1 1 J T .
: 1] 19 1 2 Y 1 y
)] EG 17 Crr X e
Do B -y 1 i Vim -
1 10 " 2 L 1 i3
Bokal, o nsind | 1,700 168 214 438 284




Appendix,

LIST OF BURGICAL CASES, CLASSIFIED FOR TWENTY YEARS.

Annwal average
NAME. CASES, DEATHS. of
Cases,
- . - -J — .
Fu L | i TR SR TECRN SRR (el S 15 ' 2
Barnis ... i e P e R T T e o e P | 275 108 152
CatBract, .ode... R e LR - i1 1 2;
Delirium Tresens, ....ceccooeresistmnsnsnnnens ' i 1
Ergsipelas,..... R e o e W O e R 26 . 15 4
Fractures (compound)e .. wuveeeosmssscsenssrs 118 19 b
)T T AR 58 | 2 2
GaBrene, .im....ioocuiibenssns s 40 13 b
B, [k L R sl 5L 11 2%
Joints, Disenses of .....i......... i ARt R 245 1 12
%;Jjurims ol;‘gend, e e ] REERLTRES 156 a8 'k
upture of VESCETa, vouivesrrcusessesonnnssrsnnses [ 4
Etnﬁtﬁ in Blnﬂd:ﬁ....w,. .............. iy 2
Byphilis,:.coediiiciinanns R R Gy | 1044 20 52 1-5
BEANUS, .. ..ouve P T T awssis iR 5 1 |'
STATISTICS OF FEVER.
TAEBLE SHEWING THE MORTALITY AT THE DIFFEREXT AGES.
Ago. No. of Cases. Age. Ier Cent.
1— & 160 10 62 per cent.
b — 10 S00 ] 10 o
1 — 15 730 15 29 &l
15 — 20 B11 25 30 i
20 — 25 562 21 37 -
25 —. 30 432 32 74 o
50 — 85 €74 23 T
45 — 40 435 o3 a8 .}
L) — 43 198 18 B v
45 — 50 166 928 169 .,
5 — b3 106 21 19:8 7
56— GO 75 12 160
G0 — G5 50 i 10 200 i
G — 70 23 ' b 22-7 &
70— 76 20 5 250 "
Th — B0 (1] , 4 666,
4437 267 Av, G0 percent.
e s See—— y T —
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e

Dx. 8. REID'S STATISTICS OF THE UNION FEVER HOSPITAL.

1847,
oniha -|'y.]'::.::;. Typhus, | Vasoln (Rubooln| P | Symoehus. | Fobrienda, | Gontagion
o R o2 2 11 i [ 30 i
Fab,, .iinic 41 4 20 52 10 23 2
March, ... &1 2 | 1 105 23 52 170
April, 101 16 4 146 G5 155 239
May, ccieus 56 G Hj 4 80 oo il 148
June,...... | 101 12 b | 1 840 145 S0l
Juoly, oiee | 118 10 | e 137 03 100 320
August,,.. G7 16 A T 71 57 B 218
1] T i | 4 s £ it 44 39 144
Oat i | 4B 0 1 i 34 37 43 130
Mow., . oueie 181 10 1 1 i 47 Ta 248
1] L i 3 e oz ! 57 o4 iTa
Oificers,... 14 1 i 3 b 4 S
Total,...... BEO 95 BT 6 905 G 804 20993
Mortality, | 176 5 20 1 G4 G2 18
1548,
1
Months, Tﬂﬂm T;:’;f;_ Varioln iJ:mw-. ]ﬁ::;’:__;] Synochus, | Febrieuln. | V0™ e
Tatoviss | B4 34 R o [ 48 .| 88 119
Feb., .... | B84 12 a | 8 87 | 38 89
March, .. 75 17 1 27 34 26 B4
April, .. 53 11 i 1 & a1 a0 b}
May ,.... | 80 1 1 6 82 43 85
June, .. 28 1 1 e & ST &3 23
Jaly, ... 30 2 4 ik 2 16 22 30
Aungust,.. 23 4 -] s a 12 15 28
Beptay ... 15 . 1 1 3 1T 18 11
'D-l;:tl;lbel‘,, . 13 ) } T | aas B : 21 lﬂ'
Ho¥. wian B . 2 2 | & 14 | W 12
Dete, - s a 1 4 b 1 H | 13 13
Officers, .. 8 0 1 E 1 1|
Total, .. | 477 86 | 27 ) 109 310 Shd 508
Mortality, 82 4 | 4 | 1] 10 20 & Total, 2731*

= Out of & total of 4,001 Patienls cbserved.

FACTS ASCERTAINED OX THE NATURE OF RELAFSING SYNOCHA.

1st.—146 out of 385 cases had the first crisis, after the first rigor, on the bth day.
9nd.—08 out of 385 cases had the second rigor on the 14th day.
8rd.—122, sccond erisis, after the second rigor, on the Znd day.
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BELFAST MEDICAL SOCIETY.

LIST OF OFFICERS FOR 1851.

Presiment.
R. Srernexsox, M.I,
T ice=Presivents
W. M'Gee, ML.I)., A. G. Muircorns, M.D.

ouncil.

XXVIl

8 Browre, RN, J. M. Pirnig, M.D,, J. C. Fegeusox, M.D., W, MorraT, M.ID,

H. Muorxey, M.I), A. Gorpox, M.T0.

Treasurer.
J. Parreesox, M.D.

Secretavics.

JE. Lawoxr, F.ROSL, axp J. L. Derexxax, M.
. Rixe, LipnariAN.

OBITUARY LIST.

Dr. MCabe, ...
Dr. Stewart, ... N e
Mr. Barnett, ... i v
Dr. & Btephenson, IIouunry, e
Dir. Foreade, ...
Dr. Halliday, Honorary,
Mr. Shaw, Newtownaris, G
Dr. '.Ilutle-tl_qn, T R

Mr. William Aickin, ... 4

Mr. M*Cluney,

Dir. M Cullough, chtnwmml:s,
Mr. Wales, e L
Mr. Mawhinney, oy
Mr. Tagpart, H::nm:rrnr'.,

Mr. Rowan, i i
Mr. Donglas, Lurgan, ... - o

Drr. Wethered, Lishuorn,
Mr. W. M‘Cullough, Bangor,
Dr. MDannell, ) i
Mz, Birnie, I.N,, ias

Dr. Coffiey, e
Mr. Maclurean,
Dir. Sanders, Secretary since 1833,

Mr. Moore, RN,
Mr. M*Cleery,
M. D. Murray, ol i
Mr. A. Anderson, i i

Dr, It Cooke, ...
Dir. Irving, ind
Ir. B:mglm'm, ]]u“ n ]mtnrk,
Dr. 8. 8. Thomson, ...
Mr. W. Quin, ... i . .
Dir. M*Burney,

EEE

B

elected 18325,

L)
€8
£

1827,
1832,
1825,

original member,
t.-.lecf.ed 1522,

&
it
o
L2
£
[
1
o
£
ik
i

1827,
133-11.
1824,
1854,
1536,
18349,
1550,
1839,
1825,
1825,
1842,

. ofiginal member,
clected 1824,

L1
£4

1822,
1825,
1836,

original member,
L'iem:d 1828,

it
id
[
if
L
Lid
a4

1836,
1843,
1843,
1846,
1847,
1824,
1889,
1826,

Dhed

1828.
(19

1832,

1534.

1835,

18386,
[

1836.
1837.

£13

1839,
15410,
il

iE

18432,

1343,
1545.

15406.
(13

1847,

1844
15849,

1850,

—rm——
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BELFAST GENERAL DISPENSARY, REFORMED 1846.
LIST OF OFFICERS,

Medical Attendants. Tronsuness. Secrelaries, Apothecaries,
isiﬂ:: I'I'IT'- TJI'I.I'I‘.I-I.'FII'L Tl LTS MI- wri ht TR ‘]}r-. hiﬂﬂ-ﬂt. B .
Mr. J. Clarke wr | My, Mulholland. [*Mr. MIntyre,
Dr. J. 8. Reid ... SR (P ws - wes "M Ring.
Dir. J. Moore. - ’
Mr. Harkin ... | = ol 'ﬁr, Rea.
D]', L‘[ﬂlﬂﬂ]m aEd CEL] L waa LT T BE CEL r. .ﬁ.l"ﬂlfitlﬂ\ng.
*Dr. Black.
Mr. Browne.
T, INIL,
1547, Dr. M‘Burney ... ees |*MIr. Coleman. "
*Dir. Halliday. -
Mr. Wheeler.
15848, *Mr. Cor
*Wr. Broath. |
1850, *MMr. Ross
1851, *Mr. Armstrong I
i — * Thoss now in ofibe, -
| BELFAST GENERAL DISPENSARY. -
Yanr, ‘ CaseR, Viaits, Preseripiions. Remeoved to Hosplial, 2
X 1
| B =1t s
f Mos. 1546 | 0,226 5827 21,151 ; 45l
1847 | 24,214 17,350 53,835 8932 5
1848 16,518 7406 35,169 1195 !
1848 | 17,690 5806 38,168 1007
1550 .| 23,00 10,226 44,910 1144
| 89,730 T 49,7006 193,233 x 7810 ‘
| Annual average, 20,127 | 10,969 43,020 fh 1842
9-1 per cent, are removed to Hospital. | .
CALCULATED COST OF MEDICAL RELIEF. |
Yoear. = ']‘-):;.E:c;u:lih;;;.— LT Avernge per lignd,
1846 £698 8 7 9226 0, 3 8
1847 1,061 19 7T 21,214 : a4 b1
1845 - 9% 4 3 16,518 R
1249 884 10 b 17,690 0 1.0
1850 040 10 O 19,787 0 0114 !
£4,510 12 10 84,885 0 1 1} :
i l:]'l-nitting the year 1846, the average for the four years is exactly One Shilling per %

patient ; but it is even less, as medicines supplied to the Hospital, are included in the
expenditure.
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STATISTICS OF THE DISTRICT HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,
OPENED IN JUXE, 1820,
{ Extrnoted and ealeulated from. the Hesident Physicing's Annnal Reports.)

e =

Average | Bulaidal
Year. | NUEBEr | ypugjo | Monowsnis | Dementin| Others. e L B
Agylum. Cenk | Coses,

1830 49 ' I
1831 | 108 I l {
1532 132 | |
1533 131 | |
1834 139
1835 156
1836 163
1887 166 :
1838 178 :
1839 | 194 = 824 12 12
1340 217 12-88 7. T
1841 244 Gl 17 3 31 980 22 —_
15842 246 (i 5 | ] 31 1004 14 10
1843 249 79 G b 35 i | —_ =
1844 253 20 82 2 T 8:29 12 1
1845 258 83 23 T - 1550 30 —
1546 202 Gl G 12 29 956l | 17 -
1547 254 G 9 i kil 10-58 27 2
1548 263 &2 4 7 47 17:90 42 3
1549 271 i 3 8 43 1105 27 -
1550 267 67 8 8 a7 16:07 a0 4
1851 271 7l 59 10 10-GY9 28 —_

av1143 | - !

DIETARY.
BREAKFAST.

One quart stirnbout, and three-fourths of a pint mixed milk, Males. Every
One-and-a-half pint stirabout, and one-half pint mixed milk, Females. ) Morning.
DINNER.

One-half pound loaf bread (or 3 1bs potnines}, six ounces)  Males & ) One day
solid meat, and one pint soup, i o s Females. 5 a-week,

One-half pound loaf bread (or 3 ibs. potatoes}, and one quart
&0 (mnia with ox heads, vegetables, oatmeal, barley, Males. FIT(! days
and pease

G halimad Rl aal T B T aAtomt), Aol sl AP £ i
half-pint soup, . . it . . .

Three-fourths of a pound lonflim& {or 54 1bs. potamﬁ), nml e

one pint mixed milk, ..

Ome-half pound loaf bread (or 5 Tbs. pntﬁ.tﬂesj,. and one pmt Failsa

One d ay
“a-week.

mixed milk, .. =i i 2 4 Ay e
' EUFPFER.
One-half pound loaf bread, and l]am~f::.un]-s uf a pmt. mu:cd
mll.k-. L as LN e -8 S“]“I“Er
i months

=Tl S Wl

One-half-pound loaf bread, and ona-ha]faplm mi:uﬂ. mIlk.. L
R
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Winter

One quart stirabout, and three-fourths of a pint new milk, Males. \!
Gmonths.

One-and-half-pint stiabout, and one half-pint new milk, ., Females. ]

*s* Convalescent Paticais who ars actively smployed, are allowed a fom of meat, in addition to the
soup, five days in the week.  'When the state of the potients’ health m-‘iumil, the diet is changed aceord-
ingly, nnd any other substituled that may be consilerad requisiie by the Medical O/fionrs.

OCCUPATION IN ASYLUM.
Mares.—Cultivating the ground, weaving, winding, and warping. Making and re-
pairing ehoes, pumping water, tailoring, smith-work, painting, basket-making.
Fesaves.—Spinning, knitting, making and repairing clothing, bedding, &c. Em-
broidering, quilting, washing in laundry, assisting servants.

CAUSES OF INSANITY.

_ Morar Cavses —Domestie misfortune, grief, apprehensions relating to a future state ;
Jcnliq:-_usy, loss of property, pride, poverty, and remorse. Fright, fear of want, reverses,
religious excitement and enthusiasm. Disappointed affections, domestic quarrels, over
ap lication to Lusiness, over stndy, irregular habits, remorse of conscience, sednction.
aysicat Cavses.—Abuse of mercury and other medicines, bodily debility, puerpe-
" ral affections, intemperance, effects of fever, epilepsy, disease of the uterns, injury on

the head, effect of cold, indigestion, paralysis, sedentary employment, severe beatings,
want of employment, unknown or hereditary complaints.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

General debility, dysentery, disense of the chest, eﬂgepss, dizenze of brain, maniacal
exhaustion, disease of liver, deliinm tremens, apoplexy, inanition, paralysis, atrophy,
uterine disease, typhus, disease of heart, old age, cancer, suicide, limps}r, rhenmatizm,

’ lumber abscess, enteritis.
AGES OF ADMISSIONS FOR ELEVEN YEARS.
Uﬂﬂﬂr 20’,-!' L L) LR LR Q'E Frm M tﬁ m‘ L1 L TEE LA L] ]5“
From 20 to 30, ... 205 From 60 to 70, ... - o a6
From 36 to 40, ... i e 286 From 70 to 80; ... e ]
ﬁnm ""}WE{’, LEE ] Ll L] 2?3 saw LS LLL] L LY e
'I EDUCATION OF ADMISSIONS FOR TEN YEARS.
Well educated, ... .49 Can read only, ... e 200
‘ Con read and write, * ... ... 566 | Totally uncducated, ... ... 160

S8TATISTICS OF LYING-IN HOSPITALS,
SHEWING THE MORTALITY OF THE MOTHER

IL—RETURNS or e Griscow Martenyiry Hoserrar (Frern Axxvar Reronr.)
{ Intern Cases in 1848—312, and 4 deaths ; or 1'2 per cent.
Extern cases—293, and 2 deaths ; or, 0°T per cent.
Taotal—605 cases, and 6 deaths ; or, nearly 1 per cent.
IL—RETURNS or toe Lyisgixy Hosrrrar, Dupuis (vspErR THE LATE Dr.
) . Josern CLARKE.) ; 1
Interns, ﬁl-o;n 1st January, 1787, till 1st October, 1791—No, 10,357, deaths, 125,
or, 1'2 per cent.
III.—RETURNS nrpell[mwmr Practice, sy A. M. Apams, M.D., Glasgow :
Published 1844, ; '
Number of cases, 628 ; deaths, 5 ; or, 08 per cent. nearly.
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LIST OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS IN BELFAST,

Gamernl Hospital
Surgeons,
now oF Tormer]y.

Grensnl Hospital
Physicians,
now or formerly.

Physlolans and Surgeons
in provits praoioe.

R. Stephenson, M. D. A, Marshall, M.ID.
$1H. M*Cormac, M. D.|H. Purdon, M.D.
Thos. Thomson, M.I). R, M*Kibbin, M.D.
tThos, Andrews, M.D. Joseph Bryson, M.D.
J. 8. Reid, M. I. [Samnel Hunter, M.D,
W. Moffat, M. D. tA. Gordon, M.TD.

A. G. Malcolm, M.I. James Moore, M.D.
J. M. Pirrie, M.D. - [$+H. Stewart, M.D.

. Lynch, M.ID. . Lamont, F.R.C.51
Samuel Browne, RN,

Apothecaries & Chenists.

J. Grattan & Co.
J. . Marshall.

Denilists,
J. Barnett.

W. Marshall. T. Grattan.
Thos. Aickin. o, Davis.
E. Walkington. . Baruett.
J. M*Adam.

J. Curran.

W. Dobbin.

Elackburn & Co.

»W. M‘Gee, M.D.IR.N.
*Thos. Renad, M.D.
*+W. Burden, M. ID.
[*T.C.Ferguson, M.D.
[*R. Stewart, M. D,
*John Aickin.

*John Quin.

H. Fergnzon, M.ID.
*R. F. Dill, M.D.

‘J. Patterson, M.I.
J. Collinz, M.ID,

*(3, . Purdon, M.,
J. Kennedy M.ID.

J. Drennan M. I,

«(. Black, M.T.

*J. Halliday, M.D.
J. Blizard M.D.

H. Murney, M.D.

|1, Armstrong.

*J. W. Smith.

*H. Rosz.

J. Patrick,

(Snodden.

|General pragtitioneérs who
ke sluop or suppEly medis
| CIRGs,

!'S. Bryson, M.I).
A, Officer.

*J.8 Mulholland M.D
vJ. Murray, M.D.
*R. Bryce, MLD.

* H Moore.

{IE. Dorrian.

{=A. Harkin,

1. W. Beck, M.I.
|*W. Johnston.

IG. Quin.

(*J. Clarke,

*J. Mawhinney.

* (1. Mulholland.

*T. Wheeler,

*T.'C. 5. Corry.

J. Alexander.

'W. Heburn.

|8, Rea.

J. Fryer, M.I),
*Moreland, M.I.

J. Gelston,

D. Murray.

W. J. M:Niece.

G, Wales,

Wl Smith.

E. Gribben.

. Hood.

*J. M*Cleery.
*J. Dickson.
T. Mawhinney.

* These are, or bave been, cng‘nﬁ:lu in public practics in other Hospitals, or ns Disponsary Attendants, or

Modical Ofiesrs of
+ Professors of Queen’s Collegs,

af-ociviies and Medical Tnstitutions, here or olsewhere.

+ Professor formerly of Eoval College.

PUBLIC MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS IN BEELFAST.

Queex's CoLrece—Eight Professors, ...

Gexerar Hoserrar—Four Physicians, four Surgeons, House-Surgeon and Apothe-

cary, in all, i i

Ty

aaw

aas ey

8

. 1D

Districr Hosritan ror tae Ivsaxe—Visiting Physician, Resident Do., Burgeon-

Apothecary, ot

Ustox Hoserrar—Two Physicians, and House- Surgeon, ...
Lyrse-1s-Hoseirar—Physician, .

Covrt-BripeEwELL—Physician,
OrnroarLyuic IxsmiruTion—Surgeon and Assistant, ...

auw
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QUEEN'S COLLEGE, BELFAST.

LIST OF THE FACULTY OF MEDICINE, 185l

Hupcu Cancisie, M.D, ... ..

Avrex, Gorpor, M.D. ... ..
Joux . FErcuzox, AM. M.D,

Horario StEwArT, M.D.,
WitLiam Burpes, M.I,

Tuomas AsprEws, M.D., V.P.,

Georor Dicks, M.ID., ... ..

J. F. Hopges, M.D.,

s

———

Professor of Anatomy, Physiology, and Fractical
Anatomy.

Professor of Burgery.

FProfessor of Medicine,

Professor of Materia Mediea.
Professor of Midwifery.

Professor of Chemistry.

Professor of Natural History.
Professor of Medical Jurlsprodence.

THE EXD.

e

W. AKD G. ADNEW, FRINTERS, ARTHUR-SQUARE,

:========-

A

Gexerar DisreENsany—Six District Attendants, and two Apothecaries, ... ]
Cuanrtance Bocrery—Two Physicians, g QN . A : bz v B
Dear axp Duup Ixsrirore—FPhysician, g . - 1
Urster FEnmare PERITESTIARY— u . wia : s 1
MacoaLes AsyLom—Physician, i ARl
Br. Patricn’s Oremax Socrerr—Thysician, ... 1
Lire Insvraxwce OrFices—Medical Referees, ... e T 40
Eangrarion Oreiee asp Quanastine—DMedical Inspector, ¥ s 1
Seavexs’ Fowp—Medical Inspector, ... (L e
Manixe Boarp—Medical Inspector, ... 1
Facronres—Inspectors, - R
Porwce Fonce—Medical ﬂ[ﬁc&r, i e el e
Locan Consraprsa—Medical Officer, ... ... wo e o 2 TR
OvvreLLows—Three Lodges—Medical Officers, b 3
Fovsonies—Medical Officers, 1 4
Friesvry Socieries—Medical Officers, G
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