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IV.

all the regular official methods of Sanitary care and timely succor,
while, by all available means of supplementary aid, a special work of
prevention and relief has been successfully pursued in all the divisions of
the army. The various questions that have most concerned the Sanitary
Commission and the public in this supplementary work are so clearly pre-
sented-in a few paragraphs of a recent article in the North American
feview, that we can best conclude this introductory by quoting them.

“The Government is, or ought to be, the soldier's best friend, being the
only friend in a situation to give him constant and efficient protection.
Whatever struggles with the Medical Department the Sanitary Com-
mission has at any time had, have always been, not in the way of obtaining
rights, privileges, or opportunities for itself, of making itself more
active, important and influential ; but, on the contrary, always in the way
of stirring up the Department to a larger sense of its own duty, a more
complete occupation of its own sphere, and such a successful administra-
tion of its affairs as would tend to render the Sanitary Commission, and
all other ovtside organizations of benificence to the army, unnecessary.

“The principle was seen from the first, and has been resolutely main-
tained under all circumstances, that the people’s care for the soldiers, if
permitted a free and spontaneous course, might become a main dependence
of the army, and thus weaken the sense of responsibility and the zeal and
efficiency of the official sources of supply and protection, This would be
so unmeasured an evil, that, rather than incur the risk of it, it was a serious
question, during the first year at least, nor has it ever since ceased to come
up as a doubt, whether the regular service of the Government, left wholly
to itself, would not more rapidly and thoroughly cure its own defects than
when placed under any system of bolstering and supplementing which hu-
manity and outside sympathy could invent or apply. How long and how
far, it was continually asked from the very first, is it safe and wise for the
nation, in its home character, to undertake to do what the Government can
do, and ought to do ?

* ® ¥ %* ® » #*

“The answer to this most urgent and pertinent question is, that in a
national life like our own, a democracy, where the¥people take a universal
part in political affairs, the Government has no option in the case, The
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ease than from actual encounter in the field, and that the faithful records
of all wars are records of preventible suffering, disease, and death.” In view
of these facts, and considering also that the sick and wounded must some-
times be sacrificed to unavoidable military necessity, the Commission
claimed that ‘all the more should they be supplied with whatever mitiga-
tion of suffering military necessities leave possible. '

“ Unity of plan, earnestness, patriotism, and a broad nationality of sen-
timent and influence, are inscribed upon all the methods, counsels, publi-
cations, and labors of the Sanitary Commission. The very conception and
birth of its plan were shaped and quickened by this spirit of Federal
loyalty. Every woman and child in our Northern homes has insensibly
caught the epirit of the Commission’s work while contributing their
handiwork for succor through the branches of the Relief department, and
the soldier himself is made happily conscious of this spirit of national
unity whenever he receives sanitary relief.

“The great range and magnitude of the Sanitary Commission’s work
have been inevitable results of the vast increase of our forces, and of
the original and fixed policy of the Commission, *to secure for the men
who have enlisted in this war that care which it is the will and the duty
of the nation to give them,’

“ This work has been, and must continue to be, rendered practicable by
the hearty support and sympathy of our free and loyal people. It is a ne- |
cessity which an advancing civilization has laid upon their hearts and their
hands. And while in our peaceful homes and in our popular armies it is
joyfully accepted as a work equally of patriotism and of love, the influence
of this great scheme of beneficent labor has gone out to all other civilized
nations as an impressive illustration of the progress of that humane Christian
spirit which is augmenting the popular appreciation of the sacredness of
human life and human sympathies, and which shall yet elevate the brother-
hood of states and nations above the very causes of war.”
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tary Interests of the United States Forces’ and acting in
co-operation with the Burean, in elaborating and applying such
facts as might be elicited from the experience ang more ex-
tended observation of those connected with armies, with refer.
ence to the diet and hygiene of troops, and the organization of
Military Hospitals, etc.

“ This Commission is not intended to interfere with, but to
strengthen the present organization, introducing and elaborating
such improvements as the advanced stage of Medical Science
might suggest.”

Thus early in the war, did the acting Chief of the Medical
Burean, Dr. R. C. Woon, officially and generously open the way
for the beginning of a great and humane work.

Acting in concert with the Medical Bureau, a jeint committee
of delegates from a number of the earlier voluntary aid asso-
ciations visited the National Capital soon after our forces had
begun to gather there, and, a few days previously to the letter
above cited from the Surgeon-General, [May 18th,] that
committee addressed the Secretary of War upon the subject
of special measures for the sanitary protection of the rapidly
gathering volunteer army, and also in reference to the utiliza-
tion of voluntary contributions from the people, for the soldiers’
welfare. In their preliminary address to the Secretary of War,
subsequently published, that committee said :

“ The present is essentially a Eeaple’ﬁ war. The hearts and
minds, the bodies and gouls, of the whole people, and of both
sexes, throughont the loyal States, are in it. i it
¢ Convinced by inquiries made here of the practical difficulty
of reconciling the aims of their own and numerous similar asso-
ciations in other cities with the regular workings of the Com-
missariat and the Medical Bureau, and yet fully persuaded of
the importance to the country, and the success ot the war, of
bringing such an arrangement about, the undersigned respect-
fully ask that a mixed Commission of civilians, dis 1 for
their philanthropic experience and acquaintance wi sanitxg
matters, of medical men, and of military officers, be appoin
by the Government, who shall be ed with the duty of in-
vestigating the best means of methodising and reducing to
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“ I hope I never shall forget the evidences everywhere mani-

fested of the unselfish and devoted heroism of our aurgeol_ﬁ_

regular and volunteer, in the care of both Federal and re
wounded. - B * * ol Mo
- ¢ Having studied the field, and the relations of the clusters of
wounded to a central point, I took, on Saturday, a store at
Sharpsburgh, hiring it of a Union eitizen of the name of Cronise.
On Saturday evening I brought np the mule teams of Peverley
to Sharpsburgh. On Sunday morning, Dunning, Mitchell, Par-
gons, and myself, unpacked the boxes, and filled the shelves and
bins. I took charge of the wagons on Saturday night, because
Dunnjng, Brink, and Mitchell were out with relief, to the right
and left, for about three thousand wounded; and Parsons had

gone back, under instructions from Medical Director Letterman,

and my approval, to Birkettsville, with relief to five hundreqi
and forty wounded. ' aoisin
“ To finish the store business, I may say that I have left Par-
gons and Peverley, and a clerk of Mr, Cronise, in chdrge of the
Sharpsburgh store, taking eare to provide, out of our trains, a
wagon Emc? a saddle-horse for Dr. Dunning, and the same for

Dr. Brink. I have given them written instructions to use the .

saddle-horses to explore the barn-yards and hamlets of the
country, and the wagons to acmmian}' with stores of food,
stimulants, bandages, clothing, &e., &e. R
“ Our })la.ns, so far, are working splendidly, thanks to the
vigor with which you at Washington have crowded forward
supplies, and the aid given by Dr. Letterman and his medieal
officers. We have been ahead of every one, and at least two
days ahead of the supplies of the Medical Bureou; the latter
fact due to its want of independent transportation.” Tiscl oant

% o * * *® * *

In the same document [No. 48] the following summary of

supplies forwarded to the battle-field, is given officially:

“ Our independent means of transportation often enable us to
reach the wounded with stores in advance of all Government or
other supplies. The first fwo days are more important than the
next ten to the saving of life and the relief of misery.
- % At the recent battle-ground we were able to be present in
advance two days, of all supplies (beyond the small amount in
the nearly empty storehouse of the army Medical Buﬂem;
with twenty-five wagon loads of stimulants, condensed food,
medicines, and conveniences. Within a week we diﬁpa.tﬁha&
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burden the soul like a horrible nightmare. But those scenes,
and the realities of insufficient means of succor that lay behind
what had been regarded as necessarily and:-eaaantiallyit]leﬁ-&té
of war, were from the first seriously studied by the Commission ;
the chief causes of such insufficieney and official neglect were
ascertained, and the practicable methods of improvement and of
aid were discuszed, and as far as possible, the available means
of relief were put into uperatibn. - : v ined
The vital importance of an improved ambulance system was
faithfully represented to the military authorities, and the duty
of organizing and keeping in constant readiness an adequate
reserve force to succor the wounded was urged upon the proper
authorities. The events that followed the collision of the forces
at Bull Run had served to determine the question of the Sanitary

[

duty it is to give assistance to those sufferers by providing the concurrent aid which
they need without occasioning any embarrassment to the cause of the armies,
Such is the problem to be solved of which we have just been speaking. i
“Do we indulge vain fancy in attempting a solution of this problem? Isthe end
which we wish to attain so high and beyond our powers that the concentration of
all our efforts will be inefficient ¥ If that be so, we must submit, but we shall ever
have the merit of having made the attempt, which will be a source of satisfaction
to those who feel a lively interest in the suffering of the human race. In either
case, we shall have sown in the field of our future sun which will hereafter bring
forth fruit, when morve favorable circumstances shall eause it to rerminate, when
civilization shall have made more progress, and when nations shall have entered
upon broader and more bumane paths than those which they have hitherto trodden.
1t belongs to the future, indeed, to decide this question, but we shall have done what we
could. 'Even if we arrive at no definite result during this conference,—which, on ac-
count of ita aims and the sympathies which, from its first inception, it has excited
throughont Europe, will elicit no inconsiderable degree of attention,—we shall at
least have established a starting point for those ameliorations which we may hope
to realize in after times. It does not become us, therefore, to be discouraged at the
prospect of a temporary want of success, Let us boldly meet the problem ; let us
do all in our power to solve it; and if sueeess be not within our reach, there will
remain to us the consciousness of having done what it became those to do who love
their neighbor,” vl sephrarh T xy
- ® % «Tt has been urgd that instead of seeking for mdiguﬁs whereby war
m:‘?v be rendered less terrible, it would be preferable to attack the evil at its root,
and labor to promeote the universal and permanent pacification of the world. Qur
opponents, by their arguments, would seem to insinuate that our efforts have no
higher aim than to legalize war, by making it appear as & necessary evil. 'Is this
criticism seriously made? I cannot believe it.  Most assuredly we desire as much
as any one can that men should cease to slay each other, and repudiate this
relic of barbarism which they have ioherited from their fathers, ith the aid
of Christianity, this result will sooner er later be be attained, and we appland the
efforts of thoze who are striving for the amelioration of the human race."—* Compte
Rendu de la Conference Internationale,” Geneva, Oct., 1863, ' '
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six of the principal ones in the West, 167,090 soldiers. The
Home at Cincinnati has farnished food, rest, and other needed
assistance to 42,673 ; that at Cleveland, to 11,704; that at
Cairo, to 51,170 ; that at Lonuisville, to 50,325 ; that at Nash-
ville, during five months, to 2,542 ; and the Lodge at Memphis,
during two months, to 3,067 soldiers, who were not otherwise
provided for. These figures do not include those passing in
companies, regiments, and brigades, whose names are not entered
on the books. The data are incomplete in most of the Homes
during the earlier months of their existence, so that we can only
give approximate numbers; but we can safely say that these llz
stitutions have furnished, since their organization, over 500,00
meals and over 250,000 iodgings, besides all the other services
rendered in the correction of pay and discharge papers; proeur-
ing half-fare tickets on railroads ; collecting pay, and, above all,
shielding them from swindlers of every name and degree.” *

The Hospital Directory.—Before leaving the subject of Re-
lief, the Hosrrrar DirEcrorY must be mentioned as another of

the much desired achievements that became practicable under
P

e

* The President of the Sanitary Commission has recently referred to this branch
of the work, as follows:

“The next large expense is the support of twenty-five Soldier's Homes, or
Lodges, scattered over the whole field of war, from New Orleans to Washington,
including Vicksburg, Memphis, Cairo, Chattanooga, Nashville, Louisville, Wash-
ington, &e., &de. In these Homes and Lodges {wenty-three hundred soldiers (differ-
ent ones) daily receive shelter, food, medical aid, protection, and care. These sol-
diers are such as are crowded, by the rigidity of the military system, out of the
regular channels; soldiers left behind, astray, who bave not their military status,
convalescents, discharged men not able to get their pay. Of these, the average
length of time they are on our hands is about three days. The priceless value
of this supplementary system, no tongue ean tell. The abandonment of it would
create an amount of suffering which a multiplication of 2300 by 365 days in the
year, will but serve to hint at.

“In conpection with these homes, at the great military cedtres, New Orleans,
Louisville, Washington, are bureaus, in aid of the discharged soldier's t neces-
pities, growing out of his loes of papers in battle, or during the bawﬁ::lmt of
sickness, or through the ignorance of his superiors, or his own: .

“1. A Claim Agency, to secure his bounty.

“9. A Pension Agency ,

e F .&Bnuk-pnfy gency. ] '

“ The mercy of these ministries, by which soldiers and their families, helpless
without this aid—the prey of sharpers, run and groi-;f —are put in ?ra .
possession of their rights, is 'maﬁruuihh, e have o ?;D,GIJG a day of ba .

y in our office at Washington alone, which might have been lost forever or de-
Eyaﬂ until it was no longer needed by the soldier's own family, without this
system,"”—San, Com, Bulletin, Feb, 16th, 1864, IR
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“ The benefit conferred by the Directory has not been merely
to friends of the soldier, but also to the soldier himself, becoming,
as it has, a medium of communication for wives and mothers
searching for husbands and sons—a channel through which has
flowed those messages of love, and cheer, and hope grateful to
the fevered brain, soothing to the agony of wounds. :
% % * * * * L

“In the nine thousand two hundred and three answers lies
hidden a history which no human eye shall ever read. And the
Fratitude with which they are acknowledged is shown by the

etters on file. Mothers write of their ‘undying gratitude’ for
the simple announcement that their boys are doing well in hos-
ital ; others ‘invoke the blessing of gﬂd upon the labors of the
mmission,” and sisters ‘will cherish the warmest gratitude
while memory lasts.” And then the eagerness with which in-
quiries are made: * Y the love you bear your own mother tell
me where my boy is!” ¢Only %Ive me some tidings!” ‘Is he
dead, and how did he die? ¢Is he alive, and how ean I get
to him# ¢I pray you tell me of these two nephews I am seek-
ing for. T have had fourteen nephews in the service, and these
two are the only ones left.’

from her son Samuel, a private in the 200th New York Volunteers, Company B, in
five months. She feels an intense anxiety. She hasheard of the Sanitary Com-
mission, and writes, despondently, for information. The soldier's name does not
appear on the books. The Chief Clerk writes to the Surgeon of the regiment. g
a book entitled “ Applications,” he makes the following entry : First, the date
application ; next, tEa name of the soldier inquired for, thu ones, Samuel, 200th
ew York Velunteers, Company B; next, the number of the application, say
2,400 ; next, the applicant, Mrs, Jane Jones, 274 —— street, New York; next,
thus—Wrote Surgeen of regiment, such a date; then, Mrs. Jones' letter of appli-
cation is endorsed “2,400," and carefully filed away. Then, the clerk takes a
blank form, the printed and written matter of whicl{ will read substantially as
follows: * Information is earnestly desired regarding Samuel Jones, of the 200th
New York Volunteers, Compan When last heard from, he was with his re-
giment at New Orleans, La., which was five months since. His mother has great
anxiety about him. Please reply upon thia sheet at your earliest convenience.”
The sheet is registered at the top *“2,400,” and addressed to the Surgeon of the
200th New York Volunteers. A stamped envelope, addressed to the Hospital
Directory, is enclosed. In the course of a few weeks there arrives one day, among
a number of letters, a sheet headed “2,400.” It is the same the clerk sent to the
Eurg]:m: of the 200th. The Surgeon has written, *Samuel Jones, of Company E,
200th New York Volunteers, of which regiment I am Sur incharge, was taken
eick about four months since and sent to Barracks’ Hospital, New Orleans, and only
last week returned to duty, and is now with his regiment. Not getting letters
from home, he has neglected to write, but agrees to do so right away.” The clerk
seeks out application No. 2,400, that was so carefully laid away, and puts with it
‘its duplicate number, the answer, and wriles the welcome news to Mrs. Jane Jones,
He then endorses the np’}ali-:aﬁun es answered at such a date, turns to No. 2,400 in
the “ Application Book,” and in a blank space, left for the purpose, writes the date
and abstract of his reply to Mrs. Jones. When we say, in addition to this, thab
the letter to Mrs, Jones is written in copying ink, and afterwards copied into &
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expenses and attendance of the ambulance cars, except the
Stewards’ ; but at the West, the Commission has until recently
had the whole responsibility of this important service.*

* Du. Barxow, the faithful Surgeon who has long been engaged in this railway
ambulance transportation service, thus mentions some of the facts connected with

the Hospital Train at the West:
* * » » » # * * - * -

“ At present, there are in use nine hospital eara—seven on the Ghathnmga road,
under the charge of Dr, Myers, Surgeon U, 8. V., and two, under my own immedi-
ate supervision, on the Louisville Road. .

“The train on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, consists of one passen-
ger, one mail; three box, and three hospital ears, The enger coach 1s h:pt
scrupulously neat, for the accommodation of patients alone, and by a special
arrangement of seats, can be changed in a few moments to a bed-car, if n
which, however, cannot often occur, as every loadof sick will contain some w
would prefer to sit.” i

“ The new hospital cars seem to meet the demand exactly, combining all possi-
ble freedom of motion, the least jar, dgﬂud ventilation, a comfortable degree of
warmth, and expedition in ]mdinf aud unloading.”

“These are built on the same plans as those used between Washington and New
York, with such modifications as the tunnel and the difference in the width of track
rendered necessary. The draw-bar which connects the cars together, is surrounded
by a stifl spiral spring, which prevents any sudden jerk. Double springs are
under the trucks, and, in addition, the elliptic spring bar on the side to guard against
lateral motion, Each car contains twenty-four stretchers, hung by stout rubber
bands between two uprights. The stretchers are supplied with hair pillowe, and
comforts, which can be easily renovated. They can be removed from the car, re-
ceive the patients, be re-placed, and again bear them to the hospitals when the
journey is completed. e rubber bands prevent all shock and jolting, and com-
municate a gentle motion, which usually lulls the patient to sleep.” \

“The stretchers can be removed from the car without disturbing the oecupant.
There are also seats for those who wish to sit up, and a sofa for the Surgeon or
attendant, beneath which is a wardrobe and drawers for books, newspapers, &e.
Opposite the sofa, is a kitchen only six feet by three, yet it contains water-tank,
wash-basin, sink for washing dishes, cupboarps for stores and dishes, and two
]alEe lam ps heating copper-boilers, by which soup, coffee, tea, &e., may be quickly
and nicely prepared.

“The *bumper’ is surrounded by a stiff spring, which prevents the communiea-
tion of the jar when the motion is suddenly stopped or applied. The whole in-
terior is fitted up in a style superior to any cars in usein the Northwest.

“ Articles of c?uthing are kept constantly on the train to be given to those need-
ing them, and sanitary stores of every character are liberally supplied.

* Patienta speak in the highest terms, and with the deepest feeling, of the kindness
and cfficiency of Dr. Myers.

“Trips are made tri-weekly from Bridgeport for hospital patients, Large num-
bers of dischurged and furloughed soldiers are carried, but many more of the
latter come by passenger and box cars, :

“ On the Lowisville Road, the accommodations are much the same as those just
mentioned.”

“The food prepared is of good quality ; and besides Government rations, many
delicacies—such as are comprised in the stores of the Commission—are issned in
any amount required.

**Since my connection with the Hospital Train, I have removed 20,472

tients, with the loss of only one man, who was removed contrary to the wish of

is Surgeon, and my own judgment, at his earnest desire to ‘die at home.”"
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campaign. In the trenches and mines, on picket and in con-
stant skirmishing and fighting, while beleaguring the enemf@
stronghold ; or upon the morasses of the Yazoo and the Big
Black, maintaining our hotly disputed lines, General Grant’s
powerful army was rendered all the stronger and the braver for
the constant presence and influence of sanitary labors and sani-
tary supplies. General Grant, with his accustomed sagaﬂity;f_ -
had promptly ordered that ample facilities for the transportation
of the Commission’s “ sanitary stores” should be provided, and

as soon as Inspector Warriner and his assistants were able to
gain a point of communication with the forces before Vicksburg,
large supplies of fresh vegetables and other needed supplies fm';
the health of the forces, and for the succor of the wounded and
sick, were poured in from the sanitary steamers,” and other
boats on the Mississippi and Yazoo.* '

* The Commission’s Western Secretary, foreseeing the inevitable demand that
must continue to be made for anti-scorbuties in the army on the Missizsippi, as well
as in the army of the Cuniberland, endorsed and gave wide publicity to the state-
ments that were sent to him by the Relief agents in the field. The following is
an illustration of the view taken by those practical men: i

™ * #* * * * * #* # O
“ Let every farmer in the loyal States put in an extra patch of potatoes, eabba-

ges, and onions, for the soldiers; let ever child have his soldier's garden-bed ; let
the * Onion Leagues” vie with the Union Leagues in number and zeal of member-
ship, and so will the lives of our brave soldiers be preserved, and the cuuntf;-
saved. To this same purport is the following appaal of the Rev. B. W. Chidlaw:*
“T0 ALL THE BOYS AND GIRLS IN THE NORTH.” 'l.
“ T, 8, Samitary StEamer ‘Duscerrs,’)

“0On the Mississippi River, April 27.

“ We have just finished the distribution of our precious cargo of Eund things for
our sick and well soldiers in the hospitals and camps, from Cairo, 111, to Young's
Point, La, These things were much needed, and gratefully received. ‘£ &

“ Will your kind hearts and willing hands work for the soldier? You may A
what can we do? You can work in your gardens and fields, plant and cuhlﬁﬁ
potatoes, tomatoes, cabbage, onions, &c. You can gather strawberries, raspber-
ries, currants, and blackberries, and your mothers will can them. Your apples,
peaches, pears, and plums can be cul and dried, and put up in small bags, then
these rich treasures of your gardens, fields, and orchards, the produects of your pa-
triotic industry, sent to the Soldiers’ Aid Society, and thus to the U. 8. ganihrx
Commission, will reach the soldier, help him to get well, and cheer his heart, 93

“ Begin fo plan and to work at oncs, Keep at it, and thousands of our brave
soldiers sharing your gifts will rise and call you blessed.” ; .
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installment of several hundred is expected in to-morrow. They
will be brought on boats to the lower end of the new road—the
road running from this point to the river, twelve miles or so
below Vicksburg—thence by wagons and ambulances here. The
boats taking them hence will have occasion to make hea
drafts upon us for stores. And I ghall make an effort to send
to the front by the return teams more or less stores for those who
will not be favored with immediate transportation. Persons
claiming and, for aught I know, possessing, military sagacity,
regard General Grant’s chances as in the 'gheata?:&gree pro-
mising. il
“The convalescents at Milliken’s Bend at my last writing
have all—excepting those at the Van Buren hospital—been re-
moved to this point. They number nearly 5,000. About ten
per cent. are under medical treatment.” 43

From Haines’ Bluff, May 27th, Dr, Warriner reports:

» s » = “T have at last reached a point of com-
munication with the main army. Haines’ Bluft was abandoned
by the enemy when it became certain that Vicksburg would be
speedily invested by our enterprising army. Roads have been
opened up, and properly guarded, from here to the lines, and
supplies of all kinds are pouring along the route with the utmost
activity. I had the sanitary wharf-boat moved to this place
from Young’s Point five days ago. Our ample supplies were
already reduced by the convalescents and hospitals, whereof T
have already given full reports ; but we have enough left to keep
all hands busy. I havebeen out to the front since arriving here,
making a hurried inspeetion of the general condition of the
army and of the wounded.”

Again, just previous to the capitulation of Vicksburg,
watchful Inspector reports to the Commission as follows :*

—

#* The following letters of thanks from officers eerve to illustrate o our mi _ i
the spirit of thankfulness in which the Sanitary Commission's aid was received ak
the period of which we are now writing : ;

“Hospital 14ta Div,, 13rs A. C,, }
“ Near Vicksburg, June 20, 1863 .

“Dr H, A. WaRRINER, ]
“ Agent U. 8. Sanitary Commission:

“ Sir,—In behalf of more than four hundred wounded men treated in this hos-
pital since the siege of Vicksburg, and as many sick men postrated by exposure
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tients. The Van Buren hospital has parted with a large num-
ber of its patients. I am not able to give at the present writing

the number remaining in either of these hospitals. The num-

ber of sick in the field in the rear of Vicksburg, including the

wounded not yet removed, is a trifle less than 8,000. Not over
one-third of these are grave cases.

“ The three corps ‘ hospitals ’ are now in operation and fairly
furnished with the equipments, conveniences, and supplies ap-

ropriate to ﬁeneral hospitals. There are besides eleven division
ospitals—all in good condition relatively. In fact, their con-

dition in all respects is unusually good for the field. Regimen-

“ McPuersow Hosprrar, 171 A, C.
“ Department Tennessee, June 18th, 1863.
* Dr. W ARRINER,

Agt, U, 8. San, Com.:

“ Dear Sir,—I have just received six loads of Sanitary supplies for the sick and -

wounded of this hospital. They were much needed and gratefully received. They
supplied a want that could not otherwise have been met. "1y

* In behalf of the sick and wounded soldiers, allow me to present to the Com-
mission their heart-felt thanks and high appreciation of their well directed efforts

in this noble enterprise. Yours is a noble and patriotic calling. Many a family

eircle will be made to rejoice and many a poor soldier will be indebted to the care
and great labor bestowed on the army, by the Commission, for his life! Many a
prayer will be offered in years to come for blessings to descend upon those now en-

gaged in this good wotlk,

** May God bless and prosper {lnu in your philanthropic enterpriee, and prosper

the right, is the wish of those whom you have bountifully supplied,
*I am, very respectfully, your ob'd’t servant,
“@Geo. R. WEEks,
“Surgeon U. V., in charge.”

“ Suraron's Orrice, Fierp Hoaritar, }
“3d Div. 15th A, C., near Vicksburg, June 18th, 1863.

* De. WarrineR,
Agt. U. 8. San. Com.:
] * -+ & * & * » * * -

““You have enabled us to fit up several hundred patients, out in thehuﬂel#

woods, with many of the comforts and even luxuries of howe, when with only the
allotments of Government procurable here, our hoapital regimen of diet and ward-
robe would indeed have been meagre. Permit me, for these, our gallant sufferers, to

acknowledge the receipt, at your hands, of large supplies of bedding, clothing
vegetables, fruits, and a variety of those relishable dainties so opportune to reflush
the cheeks made wan by the toils of this herculean campaign. :

“ I certainly believe that a number of lives have been saved in this bospital from

the use of delicacies furnished by your Commission. T

“Such tokens as these serve to fix yet firmer in the soldier's breast the jewels
he has preserved from the haleyon days of the past—the grateful memories of
loved ones far away.

“ (3od bless the Sanitary Commission ! * * * * -

“ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, -

“ Gro. L. Luoas, 47th 1la.,
“ Surg. 8d Div., 15th A, C.”*

-
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of the superiority of system. I spend no more time arguing the
question. I point to work and results. They are patent and
beginning to be known of all men. I must mention in this con-
nection the highest official compliment I have hitherto received
at the hands of the military authorities. It consists of 100 tons
of Government ice turned over to me for distribution. I asked
General Grant, a few days since, for a barge and towage for the
same, pledging him that the Sanitary Commission would load
the barge with ice. e ]Emmptl;.r acceded to my request. On
returning to the landing I found the above cargo just arrived.
Thinking perhaps that it would be unnecessary expense on the
part of the Commission to purchase more ice immediately, I did
nothing further about it. Day before yesterday an order eame
putting the cargo into my hands. This, bﬂt%ether with nearly or

uite as large a quantity in the hands of the Purveyor, makes
ghe present supply abundant. ,

“ Our issues have been very large for the last month in all
articles and items, We are now out of lemons, canned fiuit,
crackers, potatoes, pickles, crout, drawers and sheets. Nearly
out of canned milk (24 cans on hand), running low in shirts,
and, in fact, are growing deficient in all things save ice. But
the effect for good has been commensurate with the activity of
our issnes.

“ Complaints of the misuse of stores grow less frequent and
more mythical. I make it a point to follow up every instance
of it reported to me, and generally find acensation and accuser
vanishing out of reach before the investigation is concluded.
And where I find it otherwise, competent anthority is prompt
in arresting the evil. I am disposed to think that the amount
of waste oceurring in this manner is too unimportant to deserve
farther consideration.

“ I have been occupied for the last week with such inspections
as circumstances would permit of the troops engaged in the
trenches, Thev are all clustered in the ravines and on the
slopes of the hills descending lﬁ-am the city. A portion of the
line now rests on the very slopes crested by the rebel works,
The air in the ravines is most of the time still, hot and stifling.
They live half buried in the ground for protection against the
missiles of the enemy. The springs on the slopes and toward
the summits of the hills begin to flag, and the principal depend-
ence is now upon the water in the bottoms of the ravines.
This naturally grows more and more impure from the drainage
of extensive eamping grounds, besides growing gradually less in
quantity. In short, the surroundings of a large force thus sifu-
ated and occupied are decidedly unsanitarf. No one expects
this state of things to continue many days longer, however, and
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“Combining all these figures, we have a total of 20,726 pack-
ages sanitary stores, distributed by the U. S. Sanitary Com-
mittee in the Western Department, since January 1st. These
packages will average at least a barrel’s bulk each, and we shall
give hereafter a tabular statement of their contents.”

Dr. Newberry, the Western Secretary states that—

“Immediately on receipt of the first news the heroic achiev-
ements of General Grant and his noble compatriots, the various
branches of the Sanitary Commission sent forward large sup-
plies of stores for the relief of the sick and wounded.

“ Pittsburg, whose Commission has from the hour of its estab-
lishment, acted with great energy, forwarded five hundred
‘Errcls of potatoes, andg many other choice stores, stimulants,

c.

“ Cleveland, the presence of whose noble Aid Society has been
felt through its generous contributions, as a benediction, on
almost every field of suffering since the war began, sent four
hundred packages,—and Bu%alu showed her earnest and pa-
triotic spirit in a very timely donation.

“ The Cincinnati %ranch fitted out a fine steamer, the Alice
Dean, with seven hundred packages and a full corps of surgeons
and nurses,

“ The New Albany Branch sent a liberal supply by the steamer
Atlantie.

“ Davenport, Iowa, Quincy and Alton, Illinois, vied with each
other in loading the Sanitary steamer ﬂuﬂie-iﬂ:, which at that
time was on theDUpper Mississippi, having gone there to obtain
a cargo of stores.

“ At Louisville, a public meeting was held under the auspices
of the Kentucky Branch, and six thousand dollars were con-
tributed by the citizens. The Governor of the State, through
an admirable representative, J. T. Temple, Esq., paid a beautiful
tribute to the % S. Sanitary Commission, and expressed his
desire and purpose to make it the medium of conveying the
State’s contribution to the brave soldiers of the Union. The
Jacob Strader, the largest and finest boat on the river, was char-
tered by Dr. Newberry, and most generously loaded with ice,
vegetables, fruits, garments, and other things adapted to pro-
mote the welfare of the sick and wounded. Dr. Andrew is in
charge of her, assisted by fifteen surgeons.

“The Chiecago Branch acted with its usual promptness, and
had a large contribution ready for the Strader on her arrival at

Cairo,”
* 3% * * * % * %
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mission’s aild has exceeded it in practical importance. But we
must omit in this place the details of sanitary aid to particular
expeditions. We proceed to notice the progress of the Commis-
sion’s work in the several campaigns of 1863. These we must
consider separately, for the movements of the several armies |
were distinet, and, in this third year of the war, the plans and

service of the Sanitary Commission had become so methodized,
and comparatively independent, in each of the armies, and in

each campaign, that we can best continue our examination of
the work by following the course of the several campaigns.

Sanitary Work in the Army of the Potomac duwing the year
1863.—Though the forces in the East have enjoyed the peculiar
advantages of nearer observation from the Bureaux of the War
Department, and, especially, of convenient bases of supply, there

“have been during the year 1863, many demand: for such services
as the Commission has been accustomed to render in that army.
A watchful public bears testimony to the faithfulness with
which the sanitary wants in the camps and hospitals here have
been studied and supplied. The Army of the Potomac has
always appeared to receive a full share of the Commission’s
attention ; and until the “Sanitary Reporter,” and the “ Com-
mission Bulletin,”—the bi-weekly organs of its chief offices—
appeared, recently, there was a prevalent erroneous impression
that the Banitary Commission’s labors and dishursements were
being mainly expended upon the armies in the East. DBut, as
we have already endeavored to present the true features and
proportions of the sanitary work in the West and Sounth, the
reader will hold us innocent of any such invidious comparison.
The work is eatholic ; it is Federal ; :nd any person who will
attentively study its methods, its spirit, and the records of its
progress, will confess that its limitations or wants, in any field,
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# % % % % % A propeller was chartered, laden with
stores, and with a special relief party, consisting of Dr. H. G.
Clark, Dr. 8. C. Foster, Dr. Swalm, Dr. Homiston, Mr. Elliott,
Mr. Abbott, and Mr. Walter, all connected with the Commis-
sion, and, with Rev. Mr. Channing, Mr. Paige, Mr. Hall, and
Mr. Webster, volunteers, I started at evening for the front. The
regular force of the Commission stationed with the Army of the
Potomac at the time of the battle, consisted of Drs. Andrew and
Smith, Inspectors of the Commission, with Messrs. ITaywood,
Peverly, and Clampitt, relief agents; Dr. Srhith having accom-

anied it in its march from ?Iarper’s Ferry and Warrenton

unction, and Dr. Andrew, the senior Inspector on the Atlantie
Coast, being in general charge. Our floatin dépot, the pro-
peller Elizabeth, with an eflicient erew and wil provided with
stores, was at the Acquia landing when the battle commenced.

“The regular party had been reinforeced previous to our ar-
rival by our Inspector, Dr. Brink, Mr. H. H. Furness, Mr. W.
S. Wood, and Mr. Peck. Mr. W. H. Furness and Mr. Lamb-
din joined us two days after. '

“ As soon as the movement for the crossing of the river was
made, Dr. Andrew, Mr. Wood, and Mr. Clampitt proceeded to
the front from Aecquia, visited the field hospitals on the Ial-
mouth side of the river, which had been organized in anticipa-
tion of a battle, and distributed several wagon loads of stores.

¢« After our forces had gained possession of the ecity, by the
successtul crossing of the river on the 11th, these hospitals were
abandoned and others established in the churches and dwelling-
houses of the town, being nearer to the scene of the expected
contest. This came on the 13th, and to these hastily prepared
hospitals the wounded of that day’s fight were removed. On
the following Monday these buildings were, in turn, vacated,
and the wounded removed to the former ﬁﬁﬁdhﬂspitala on the

Falmouth side of the river.
o b o = » * *

“ The scene at our field station was a busy one. Could the
contributors to the stores and the treasury of the Commission
have heard the fervent expressions of grateful relief; could they
have seen the comfort which their bounty afforded our brave
wounded ; could they realize by actual intercourse with the
wounded, the suffering from, for instance, cold alleviated by the
abundant supply of blankets which their bounty had provided ;
could they have observed the change produced when the soile
and bloody garments were replaced by clean and warm clothi
which they ﬁad sent, they would be eager to replenish our store-
houses and keep our hands filled with the means to accomplich
these purposes.
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become, that disaster failed to demoralize its ranks, and during
the long winter which that army spent on the rolling uplands
between the Rappahannock and Aequia Creek, the men main-
tained a high state of health, while being near the great base of
supplies at Washington, and also favored with excellent med-
ical care, the demands upon the Commission’s relief dépits were
less than in other departments of the army. Still there were
great opportunities for the Commission’s aid. For example, not
long subsequently to the battle of Fredericksburg there was an
urgent demand for woolen socks, which the Quartermasters could
not at the time meet, whereupon the Commission furnished five
thousand (5,000) pairs from the principal Sanitary dépdt at
Acquia Landing ; these, in due time, were replaced by an
equal amount of the same class of goods from the Quarter-
master’s Department. The Lodge and central office of relief for
that army, at Acquia, were also of vast benefit to the thousands
of invalids who at that point were transhipped to the steam-
boats ; and during the four months of its continuance there it
furnished lodgings to nearly four thousand persons, while im-
mense numbers were fed and otherwise attended or aided while
en transitu from the field to Washington. steamboats.
~ The battle of Chancellorsville, and the military movements
that followed, soon compelled the transfer of all the sick and
wounded from the vicinity of the Rappahannoek to Washing-
ton. This imposed some arduouns duties npon the Commission’s
Relief Agents at Acquia Landing and at Washington; and
at one of the wharves in that city those agents fed and other-
wise aided, in the course of three days and nights, 8,000 of the
sick and wounded, as they were landed fiom the steamboats.
General Hooker having started in his pursuit of the Rebel
forces that were marching to invade Pennsylvania, his rapid
movement, and the prospect of a terrible collision of the two
armies upon the borders of Maryland and Pennsylvania, made
it necessary for the Sanitary Commission to anticipate the
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A woman’s brief narrative of such work as women did and
helped in doing, in “ Zhrec Weeks at Getlysburg,’* also a re-
port (Document No. 66), published by the Commission, give
some idea of the relief and aid rendered by the Sanitary Com-
mission upon that memorable field. We quote the following

passages: ‘

- “ When the enemy was known to have crossed the Potomae
in force, responsible and experienced officers of the Commission
were stationed at Harrisburg, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and

* The following paragraphs from a woman’s story of the Relief work at Gettys-
‘burg, show how a few chosen women in field-hospitals, and all women at home, are
constantly aiding the Sanitary Commission and the soldier:

* * * ] * # L *

* % % *  «The railroad bridge broken up by the enemy, Govern-
ment had not’rebuilt as yet, and we stopped two miles from the town, to find that,
as nsual, just where the Government had left off the Commission had come in.
There stood their temporary lodge and kitchen, and here hobbling out of their
tents came the wounded men who had made their way down from the Corps hos-
pital, expeeting to leave at once in the return cars, .

“This is the way the thing was managed at first: The surgeons left in care of
the wounded three or four miles out from the town, went up and down among the
men in the morning, and said, * Any of you boys who can make your way to the
cars, can go to Baltimore.? So off start all who think they feel well enough, any-
thing being better than the * hospitals,’ so called, for the first few days after a bat
tle. Once the men have the surgeons’ permission to Fn, they are off; and there
may be an interval of a day, or two days, shonld any of them be too weak to reach
the train in time, during which these poor fellows halm%:tu no one, the hospital
at one end, the railroad at the other, with far more than chance of falling through
between the two, The Sanitary Commission knew this would be so of necessity,
and coming in; made a connecting link between these two ends, s

* For the first few days, the worst cases only came down in ambulances from
the hospitals ; hundreds of fellows hobbled along as best they eould, in heat and
dust, for hours, slowly toiling, and many hired I%mrrv;nl:r:%&' wagons, as hard as the
farmers’ fists themselves, and were jolted down to the railroad, at three or four
dollars the man, Think of the disappointment of a soldier, sick, body and heart,
to find, at the end of this miserable journey, that his effort Lo get away, into which
he had put all his remainine stock of strength, was useless; that ‘the cars had
ﬁnnn.' or * the cars were full ;’ that while he was coming, others bad stepped down

efore him, and that he must return all the weary way back again, or sleep on the
roadside-till the next train ‘to-morrow!” Think what this would have been, and you
are ready to appreciate the relief and comfort that waes No men were turned
back. You fed and you sheltered them just when no one else could have done so;
and out of the boxes and barrels of good and nourishing things, which you people
at homs have supplied, we took all that was needed. Some of you sent a stove
(that is, the money to get it), some of you the beef stock, some of you the milk and
fresh bread ; and all of you would have been thankful that you had done so, could
you have secn the refreshment and comfort received through these things”
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for removal to fixed hospitals elsewhere. As they arrived much
faster than they could be taken away, they were laid on the
ground exposed to the rain, or to the direct rays of the July
sun, without food. This having been anticipated and provided
for by the Commission’s agents, in Baltimore, on the second day
the Commission had a complete relief station, on a large scale,
in operation, at the temporary terminus of the railroad. It con-
gisted of several tents and awnings, with a kitchen and other
conveniences,

“In the meantime, the movements of the army and the pros-
pects of another great battle on the Potomae, demanded the
attention of the Commission. Six new wagons, with horses,
were procured in Baltimore and Washington, and sent to I'red-
erick, to which point also supplies were forwarded by rail, and
thence transferred by wagons to Boonsboro, where a house was
taken and a dépot established on the same day that it was oe-
cupied by General Meade. A house for a dépdt was also se-
cured at Iagerstown as soon as the enemy retired from it.
Supplies were at the same time sent by rail down the Cumber-
land Valley, with wagons and horses for their further carriage,
procured in Philadelphia.”

The Relief agents who accompanied the moving columns to
the field at Gettsyburg, reported their first labors as follows:

“ Wednesday morning, July 1, and first day of the battle, we
were informed, while at General Meade’s headquarters, by an
orderly just arrived from this place (Gettysburg), than an at-
tack and a battle were expected here that day, as the caval
with the 1st and 11th corps had already reached this place.
left Mr. Hoag and our wagons in the train of headquarters
(to which they had been transferred from that of the 12th army
corps), and rode to Littlestown, Pa., thence to this place, arriv-
ing at ¢ Cemetery Ilill, where a portion of our batteries were

situated.”
k3 &*: #* b +* ki &+ *®

“ All was quiet until four o’clock P. M., Thursday, when a
heavy firing commenced on our left, where the ‘ rebs’ were try-
ing a flank movement. As soon as the wounded began to come
in, I started ont with the wagons to distribute the stores. We
reached five different hospitals, which were all we were able to
find that night, and early in the morning three others, which
exhausted our stores. We were just in time to do the most
good possible, as the government wagons had been sent back
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change in the terminus of the road, and on Saturday the lodge
out of town was diseontinued, and the tents nsed there added to
those near the dép6t. This second lodge was in successful ﬂ}ﬁ
eration on Friday, though it was not generally made use of ti
Saturday.

“ Between Tuesday and Saturday noon, we provided at our
first lodge, good beef soup, coffee and fresh bread, for over 3,000
slightly wounded soldiers, whose injuries did not prevent them
from walking to this point, while we sheltered, each night, about
fifty more serions cases, which had been brought down by am-
bulance, and whose wounds required the attention of a surgeon.
We were fortunate in having, during these days, the volunteer
aid of Dr. Hooper, from DBoston, who devoted himself to this
latter work. Mr. Clark, from New Hampshire, Mr. Hawkins,
from Media, Pa., and Mr. Shippen, from Pittsburg, also lent
their assistance, and all these gentlemen materially aided us at
this and at the second lodge, until it was fully organized.

“ With the transfer of our material to town, the irregular or-

anization was changed to a permanent working basis. Dr. W,
%‘. Cheney, who arrived on the 10th, was placed in charge of the
camp. IHe brought with him seven assistants, Messrs. Latz,
Cooley, McGuinness, Chesebro, Blakeley, Sherwin, Freshoner,
from Canandaigua, N. Y. To these were added Messrs. Reisin-

er and Hall, from Baltimore, and four detailed soldiers. Cooks
iad arrived, a large shed for a kitchen had been erected, and
full preparations were made for feeding any number. Ev
facility was granted us by the medical offlcers of the post, and
by the commissary. Additional tents were erected, drains made,
straw procured, and shelter prepared for 150 men. A store tent
was placed near the hospital tents, and given into the charge of
two }\Tew York ladies, whose long experience on the Commis-
sion’s transports, during the Peninsular campaign of last sum-
mer, had made them familiar with all of the requirements of this
camp. The cars stopped immediately in front of our camp, and
distant but a few feet from it. -

“ During the ten days subsequent to the establishment of this
lodge, over 5,000 goldiers (Union and Rebel) received food either
in our tents or on the cars, and an average of over 100 remained
in our tents each night, and had their wounds dressed, and more
or less clothing distributed to them.

“ This lodge was continued until all the wounded ecapable of
being removed, were transferred from the corps hospitals to the
general hospitals of New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Har-
risburg, and York. -

“When the general ficld hospital was decided upon for the
reception of al% those whose serious wounds prevented them
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preparations. The promptitude with which the means of sani-
tary relief were placed within easy reach of the army as it
moved, and the improved methods that were adopted before
our forces re-crossed the Potomac, have been mentioned in
previous pages.

The history of sanitary work in the four or five other
Grand Divisions of the Army, during and subsequent to the
period that has just passed in review, in reference to the Poto-
mac Army in its ecampaign that culminated at Gettysburg, is
full of instructive interest ; therefore, to each of the campaigns
South and West we must devote a separate section of this nar-
rative of the Commission’s work., But before taking up the line
of our narrative of sanitary work in these important eampaigns,
we must record an event that occurred soon after the Gettys-
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regarded as being most emphatically national, loyal, humane,
and ennobling.* |
In thus alluding to the invaluable services and extraordinary
genius of the first General Secretary of the Sanitary Commission,
the labors and qualifications of other members of the Commission

* The following paragraph, from a morning paper, upon the departure of Mr.
Olmsted to a new field of labor, renders an appreciative tribute to his character
and public labors ;

“Mr. F. L. Olmsted sails to day for California, where he is abont to assume
the posivion of Manager for the Mining Company which has recently purchased the
Mariposa estate from General Fremont. His loss will be felt keeuly in the East,
not only by troops of warm and adwiring personal friends, but by the publie, which,
for more than seven years, he has served with a fidelity for which, in our day. it
bas almost ceased to look. It is less than ten years since he wrote the remarkable
geries of letters, which he afterwards republished in the volume known as the
Seaboard Slave States, and which, followed by the Journey Through the Back Coun-
iry, and the Texas Journey, have, perbaps, done more to influence public opinion
touching the social and economical results of slavery than all the rest of the innu-
merable publications put together, which' thia absorbing controversy has called
forth. In fact, they may be said to have settled at least the economical side of
the question in the eyes of all reflecting men here, as well as in England, where
the bitterest enemies of the North still Eunta Mr, Olmsted’s statements as
conclusive proof,” *® * * *

“He left the Park to become General Secretary of the Sanitary Commission at
the outbreak or the war. How well he discharged this mission of mercy, thousands
on thousands of the victims of this great sl:rugF!e ean t-aul,if{'.” L SRR

*» % % %  “The war has furnished many noble chapters to history,
but in the noblest one of all—that which records the volunteer efforts of the nation
to lessen the sum of its misery—Mr. Olmsted's name, and those of his coadjutors of
the Commission, will appear in shining letters.”"—New York Daily Times.

The following resolutions, respecting the resignation and the labors of the
Firat General Secretary, were adopted by the Sanitary Commission, atits sessionin
Washington, October, 1863 ;—we copy from the published Minutes of the Board :

“The President communicated the previously announced resignation of Mr. Olm-
sted, as General Seeretary, and as a member of the Commission, and offered resolu-
tions expressive of the feeling of the Commission, viz. :

“ Resolved, That this Board accepts the resignation of Fred. Law Olmsted, aa
General Secretary, with profound regret. _

* Resolved, That from the beginning of our enterprise, the organizing genius of
Mr. Olinsted, trained by rich experience in other large and suceessful undertakin
has been a chief source of whatever merit has characterized the operations of th
Sanitary Commission ; and that we find our consolation in the loss of his personal
pervices, in the fact that his plans and ideas are so ineffacably stamped on our
work, that we shall continue to enjoy the benefit of his talents and the inspiration
of his character, as long as the Commission lasts,

“ Resolved, That these resolution’s be transmitted to Mr. Olmsted, with a letter
expressive of our warm personal attachment, and an earnest expression of our wish
that he will withdraw his resignation as a member of the Boar :

“ The resolutions were adopted, and the President was requested to prepare the
letter referred to.” \
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Sanitary Work at Chickamauga and Chattanooga.—With the
forces that moved upon Tullahoma and towards Northern
Georgia, at the end of summer, the Sanitary Commission sent
forward its agents and supplies. On the first of September, Dr.
Newberry reported to the Commission as follows :

%* * * *

“All of the regiments comprising this

army, I believe, without exception, have received careful special
inspections, the inspection returns having been forwarded from

time to time to the Central Office.
say, that their sanitary condition is now, and

I am happy to be able to
E;aa lIong been, re-

markably good. The percentage of sick is as low, if not lower,
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Ale and Cider, galls........... 11,584
Apples, bush, .....co00e0iinss 1,480
Apple Butter, galls........... 2160
Arrowroot, lba....... 3,651
Barloy, 1ba. oot et vve 10,204
Beef, Dried, 1b3. o0viasseneesss 18710
Beef, Con'd, 1bs..:..cavieee... 58,878
Benm.huihi-‘i'lﬁﬁl!.-F"-'l'l‘. ﬂli
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tary stores,” and whatever could be pushed forward for the re-
lief and benefit of the so diers:

«TyrLamoma, * * # %

* * % %  “THaving procured transportation on
the 11th inst., I came to this place with a car load of assorted
stores. Arrived here at two o’clock P. M. ; had some difficulty
in obtaining storage, and was so much delayed in waiting for
detail and transportation from dépit, that it took me till in the

night to get my stores secured under cover. I was worn out.
* * 3 3% * 3 i

* % %  «Having supplied the hospitals (both gen-
eral and regimental) about 'lu]laﬁnmu as well as my limited sup-
ply would permit, I sent this m-::-rningl, on the telegraphic regueata
nfy the Medical Directors, a wagon load each to Thomas’ and
MeCook’s corps, and, on the requisition of Dr. Bache, Assistant-
Medical Director of the Army, a small load to Hospital No. 1,
&l 'Winchester:”?- - . #+01 MU OEESEE®
* * #* % % * *

* * * “In my walk around the camps, I could not
overlook the filthy and unhealthy condition of the town recently
evacuated by the rebels. It is the dirtiest, nastiest (no other
word will express it) place I have ever been in. T can scarcely
imagine any kind of filth, or any combination of vile stench,
which is not found here. A small stream, filled with carcasses
of mules and horses, washes the town, '

“The river Rhine, to all 'tis known,
Washes the city of Cologne.
But who can tell what pow'r Divine
Can ever wash the river Rhine i”

“T have presented the importanee of this subject Etl'q;ng]y to
the A. A. General, to the Provost Marshal, and to the sur-

geons.”

Thus the Commission kept up its methodical sanitary care in
the camps and along the line of march, supplying, until the
army of the Cumberland confronted the concentrated rebel
forces upon the bloody field of the Chickamauga, on the 19th,
20th, 21st and 22d of September. During all the preceeding
weeks of the army’s toilsome march over the mountains, the
Commission’s agents had been massing its battle-field supplies
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The rugged steeps of the Cumberland Mountains, and the ob-
structed transportation of their over-crowded and rocky roads,
did not keep back those sanitary trains. The first train,
however, after the battle, comprising seventeen wagon-loads
of “sanitary stores” for the wounded, was mercilessly destroy-
ed by rebel raiders in a mountain pass.* Ten loads had
previously reached the sufferers at Chattanooga; and thus writes
Dr. Andrews, another Sanitary Inspector :

* . % #* % % #* *

“ These stores constituted almost the entire dependence of

* The Relief Agent at the temporary dépot of “sanitary stores,” at Stevenson,
Ala,, soon after the battle, thns mentiona the wants and the means of succor ak
that station:

* * * * ® * # * * * .

“ Large supplies of vegetables were obtained from the garden at Murfrresboro’,
including potatoes, sweet-potatoes, tomatoes, etc., in abundance, and such other
articles as were required from the Sanitary Rooms.

“ Receiving woril from Dr, Andrew at Chattanooga, who was in temporary
charge of the general work in the department, to report at that place, F‘m&u
throngh from Bridgeport on the 3d by the courier route expecting to find our rooms
full of stores. DBut they were entirely empty, our men were living on hard tack,
bacon, and coffea which could be purchased only a few rations at a time of the
commissary ; horses and men all on short rations, and hard tack fast becoming a
luxury.. A train of about 400 wagons had been destroyed on the eecond, and
with it, our seventeen wagons and all other trains temporarily stopped. About
this time, the last of our wounded were sent in from the rebel hands and were in
want of all things. Some of them were without shirts, a few without any eloth-
ing whatever, the most fortunate with torn clothing, begrimmed with dirt and
clotted with blood. I purchased at the only army clothing store in town a few
shirta (all I could obtain) and gave them to the most needy. Upon the 6th, I re-
ceived notice that eight wagon loads of stores were on the way, and on the Tth,
procured an order for twenty wagons more to report at our rooms in Stevenson
to bring forward stores.

“The work of procuring transportation, I found beset with many and unlooked-
for difficulties. The loss of a large train and the interruption of communication
had produced some confusion; the army was short of all supplies, and the res-
ponsible officers of every department were clamorous for transportation. At the
eame time, it was evident, that the wounded men left here, numbering about 1,400,
must be saved, if at all, bv feeding them, and they must have something better than
army rations. The sick also, of whom there are many, not an unusual number,
stand in almost B?uul need of better articles of diet. By enzaging to ship for the
present only articles of diet for the sick and wounded, I have secured a train of
forty wagons to be run constantly under our supervision in bringing stores from
Stevenson, as long as the necessity shall exist, or until river or railroad communi-
cation is opened.”

- * * L * * * * L #* *
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or falling back, thronghout Saturday, Sunday, Monday and
Tuesday. During this time, there was no opportunity of mak-
ing even the briefest memoranda, and the events, of which I am
giving you this hurriedly written narrative, may not all be de-
tailer:fin the order of their occurrence.”
* ] ¥ *® * % * *
“Not a great many wounded were sent back on Saturday,
but on Sungay they came in in numbers, far beyond the ability
of all of the medical officers to provide even t.o:i’erany for their
comfort. At the request of the medical director, Dr. Barnum
took possession of two large blocks, cleared out the rooms, fitted
them up temporarily for the wounded, supplying them with
clothing, bandages, and edibles from our rooms, procured and put
up stoves, dressed the wounds of those most requiring immediate
assistance, and superintended the providing and cooking of ra-
tions for the men. All of the rooms were soon filled, and by
his untiring efforts from 1,500 to 2,000 were rendered tolerably
comfortable. On Sunday, I visited all of the hospitals and tem-
porary resting places for the wounded, notifying the officers in
charge of the location of our rooms and the nature of our sup-
plies, asking them to send for everything we had, so far as it was
needed. Returning late in the evening, I found a large church
on Main street where services had been held during the day,
and saw that the steps were crowded with wounded men. En-
tering the church, it was found filled with a congregation from
the battle-field, crippled with every variety of wounds, with no
medical or other ofticer in charge, without foed of any kind,
without water, and without even a candle to shed a glimmering
light over their destitution, silent worshippers in the darkness,
patieat unmurmuring martyrs in a noble cause, apparently de-
serted by all except Him in whose sanctuar they had taken re-
fuge. 1 immediately carried concentrated beef to the residence
of Dr. Simms, near the church, a resident physician of rebel
sympathies, but a generous, warm hearted man, in whose office
we had some days before found quarters, and where my brother
superintended the preparation of soup, while I bought candles
and a box of hard bread, had them ecarried to the church, and
ﬁmcm'ing water, distributed it for the thirsty. Never before
ad I so high an appreciation of “nature’s sweet restorer,
balmy sleep.’ }
“ Two-thirds of the ocenpants of the church, some with shat-
tered arms, and some with other ghastly wounds, were sleeping
quietly upon the seats and the floor, unconscious of their many
wounds, The soup was brought and distributed to the
wakeful, and my brother and Dr. Simms commenced dress-
ing the wounds, and continued their labors till sheer ex-.
haustion compelled them to desist. The waking men pro-
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the place should be evacuated, and if allowed to do so, make out
a register of the wounded who were left behind.”
* *® ¥* * * * * b

“If, when this reaches you, the telegrams from the front ad-
vise you that we still hold Chattanooga, my advise would be to
send of all supplies as large quantities as possible, for I believe
that already this battle is one of the bloodiest of the
war. Our loss must already be greater than it was at
Stone River, and I do not believe the rebels will fall back before
our re enforced army without another desperate struggle.

“ Among the stories distributed at %hattanmga, especial
mention aught to be made of a box of excellent ‘arm-slings’
from the Aid Society in Pittsburg. Though not as many as the
arms needing such a support, they were va%ued beyond price by
every man who secured one, and were in every respect a valu-

able article.”
k3 & - * W * * *

Hastening back to Stevenson to push forward the “sanitary
stores,” of which our men stood in perishing need, about the 1st
of October, this energetic Relief Agent reported as follows :

i * * * % ¥* * ¥*

“ Every department of the army at Chattanooga is suffering
for the want of supplies, and the problem for those in charge of
transportation, is ]lmw to dispose of it, and apportion it so as to
do justice to all. At such a time constant watching, and an im-
portunity which does not offend, is indispensable, in order to
secure any transportation for us.

“ Under the circumstances, I think we are having good sue-
cess in getting our stores through. I think a large accumula-
tion here is desirable, as soon as we can secure transgortatiﬂn
by rail, that they may be pushed on to Chattanooga by every
means possible.

 As soon as our army is sufficiently re-inforced, a battle may
be expected, exceeding the recent strurgle in the mumber of
wounded. If the rebels fall back and the battle is postponed,
Chattanooga will become the base of operations, and of supplies,

. 1 h ‘!‘.f
and the larger supply we can get t o better ¢

o L3 * *

The loss of seventeen large wagon loads of most valuable
“sahitary stores,” at the hands of Wheeler’s rebel raiders, im-
mediately after the last of such supplies at Chattanooga had been

e It
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over the mountains, in ambulances, and on foot, to Bridgeport
and Stevenson, and so onward to Nashville. Weary, exhausted,
and famishing with hunger, the ceaseless trains of those disabled
men, as they wended their way down the ravines of the Sequat-
chie towards the town of Jasper, halted at a row of tents which
the Sanitary Commission erected there and christened as the
“Soldiers’” Home.” That Mountain Lodge was like an odsis
in the desert,* and it will live in the life-long remembrance
of hundreds whose sufferings were assuaged there.

L
* We append the following from the Cincinnati Glazetls :

“ CrxorswaTti, October 81.

“ Eds. Gazette,—It is not unfrequently stated that the contributions made by
our benevolent citizens to the United States Commission seldom reach those for
whom the donations were really intended. Such statements have a tendency to
diminish public coufidence, and retard the u?aratinns of the Commission. [ desire,
in a public manner, to testify to one act of the Sanitary Commission, done at a
time and place to fully testify to the indispensable benefits that institution has
done to our suffering men.

“On the 24th inst., I came down the cheerless and horribly muddy road leading
down the valley of Sequatchie, from Chattancoga te Stevenson. Major Welsh,
of the 18th, was with me, and in an ambulance we had Lieut. D, B, €arlin, a brave
and valuable officer of the 18th, who was slowly recovering from a severe wound
received at Chickamauga. This officer was yet totally helpless, and had been sent
out from the ficld hospital with less than a day’s rations to accomplish a march of
Jour days. The country on this route affords nothing for the subsistance of either
man or beast. In this emergeney I knew not what to do. The officer, as well as
the l'll"i]'i'E[" of the ambulance, and the officer's attendant, were likely to suffer
severely.

it ﬁti point just eight miles above Jasper we espied, on the river bank, three or
four hospital tents, and near by a few smaller tents; and riding up to one of these,
we discoved a small placard, with the words, ‘ Soldiers' Home ' on it, and we re-
joiced to discover the jolly countenance of the kind-learted chaplain of the 101st
Ohio Volunteers, now doing detached duty as agent of the Sanitary Commission in
this isolated spot, for the benefit of the sick and wounded soldiers being sent to the
rear.

“ We stated our case, and were liberally supplied with fruit, erackers, tea, &e.,

die., with a good bottle of the best of ale (Walker’s best), and were kindly urged
to remain and partake of a warm supper. Thisinvitation we were reluetantly com-
pelled to decline, on account of the lateness of the hour, and the necessity existing
to reach Jasper. This is ounly one of a thousand similar instances occurring daily
everywhere along this line. The fact that this sid, so much needed, reached us
when so unexpected, made an impression on my mind.

“ Let me urge the people to continue their generous donations. Through this
gource more aid is rendered us than through all others combined. This conduct
of the agents has been such as to improve rather than dimiaish confidence.

“Yours, : :
“ C, H, GrosveNog,
“ Lieut.-Col, 18th 0, V. 1"

e it

o
L4

o







178

* * * * W * * »

* % % % Tt was for some time impossible fo
t forward the whole, or even a considerable portion of the
Battle Reserve Stock,” which had been accumulated at Steven-
son and Nashville, especially the latter. Transportation w
under the circumstances, simply impossible, and was a{:quiesqﬁ
in as one of those distressing necessities incident to a state of
war, particularly where the theatre of operations was at so great
a distance from the base of supplies. ith provident care the
Commission had aceumulated a large stock of the articles which
long experience has shown to be necessary after a battle, as near
the theatre of operations as was consistent with safety. They
were pushed forward as rapidly as the other exigencies of the
military service would permit. That they have been.useful no
one can doubt after reading the testimonials of the Surgeons in
charge of the various hospitals, which may be found in another
part of this number.,

“ The following table will show what the Commission has at-
tempted since those battles. The ‘ Reserve Stock,” and much of
that which has been shipped since, has gone to Stevenson, and
as large a proportion as possible has been forwarded to Chatta-
nooga:

“ Disbursements from the Nashville Dépbt, U. S. Sanitary

Comamnission, to the Wounded of the Battles of Chickamauga,
to Oct. 1st, 1863 :
EBattle Reserve. Additional.

“ Blankets...... i e B bt PP 89 12
Bedbiolas oot v v .o 800 301
Bad BOTERaR. . ' ik nans e b o e S 10
Comtorts and Quilts :i..civnasssesmanins o S 230
Coats, l“antsl, and Vesls c.ue . vasid s s 175
Drawers, PAltE sivs it casamsbons manih 1,369 5,554
Dressing-gowns......... s 8 458 107
Mittens, pairs.sue..ss sesisssampsnsinie 200

WRIEDE (URDE . & e vints ninh pusii BInbR BMEENE Siaiie 57 4
i1 O el s W L0l RO 1,827 683
Pillow Uase8. e asssescensne - A v o B0 1,181
13kl b Tu - RSRRERER RS o o 102
Bheets. s e csisrvavaanatanencsissannn  SH0 661
117 SRR G & M 10,163 8,448
Slippers, PairB. . ssssansssscos s avisnnnn 408 107
Boths, PAITE G o in vassneasvnsannannn: SRHTE 413
Towels and Hankerchiefs......... e AREDD 5,039
Arm Rests; . coassnasiavianvnsovain ensa. 109 59

Bags o)k B hniis s s s A 107

e -—












182

co-operate in the general work. All stores at his command, and
they are many, are turned over to the Commission for general
distribution. ~ Mr. Eno also left his office and endured great per-
sonal exposure and hardships in organizing our dépits at Briggra-

ort an Ke‘l%y’ﬁ Ford—and the removal of the stores from

tevenson. e are under very great obligations to him, for
his timely and valuable assistance. His acts all show that he
regards the struggle in which we are now engaged as National ;
and that our sympathy and help should be given alike to all
the sufferers. The only question to be asked in the distribution
of our steres being : Is he a soldier of the Nation? Is he in
want : '

“ At Murfreesboro’ the hospitals are again enlatged; and a
larger number of the sick and wounded will be accumulated
there, than have been for many months.

* There is one general hospital at Tallahoma in charge of Dr.
- Woodward, our excellent friend, because he is the true friend of
hiz patients. As usual his hospital is in the best possible con-
dition. At Cowan there is also at this time a large number of
gick. The hospital at Stevenson is being removed. At Bridge-
port there is a hospital, where those brought from Chattanooga
are to remain unti} taken on by rail. Iere we have been feed-
ing them on their arrival. Mr. Pocock tetegraphed me that he
fed 100 in one day, which he did with very little material to
work with; had a tolerable supply of tin-cups, but had no
spoons for his soup. He obtained volunteer I?glp from one of
the regiments stationed near.

4 Mﬁ' Kennedy is also doing the same work at Kelly’s Ferry
with better accommodations. Mr. Eno informs me that he saw
him feed about 100 as they lay in ambulances, too badly wounded
to get out, but compelled to wait for the boat. The passage from
that point by boat to Bridgeport is made with little comfort and
great exposure ; but it is Juxurious when compared with the
ormer dreadful ride in ambulances over the mountains, a dis-
tance of some sixty miles ; climbing the most rugged mountain
gsides with great difficulty, and then going down the other side
as rocky, steep, and rugged ; the rocks so large in the path that
the patient who had beeome too exhausted to hold on to the
sides of the ambulance, is from the motion dashed from side to
gide ; or if there are two, they are thrown alternately one upon
the other.

“Col. Paine of the 124th O. V. I. shot through the thigh,
was one of the thousands that took such a ride—and he assured
me that he suffered ten thousand deaths—that he would much
prefer death to such a ride again; and he had no bones broken.

“ The ride now by river occupies about twelve hours, while

< o St s o
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gossi'hle, and shall make it as full as the great pressure of other
uties will permit.

“ As a pre-requisite to a clear understanding of the military
operations, the work of the Commission in and about Chatta-
nooga, and a proper appreciation of the difficulties overcome, it
is quite necessary that anyone should have gone over the ground

himself.”
* * * * * * * *

“Until I had been myself to Chattanooga, I had no just ap-
preciation, even with description after description, of the dari
and energy which had led General Rosecrans to follow to the
very heart of its mountain fastnesses, the retreating army of
General Bragg; and after overcoming obstacles at first sight in-
surmonntable, to seize and hold the key to all the lines of com-
munication through this great mountain-labyrinth.

“ From near Tallahoma to Chattanooga, the whole interval is
occupied with mountains of formidable height, terminating
laterally in precipitous escapments, separated by deep and narrow
valleys, over which even a footman finds his way painful and
perilous. In justice to those who planned and executed the
military movements prior and preparatory to the late vietories,
I must say that our people of the Northern States have no just
conception of what our army has done and suffered in reaching
and holding Chattanooga ; and I am sure if all could see 'what
I have seen, of difficulties overcome, hardships endured, and
privations so cheerfully suffered, there would be much less than
there has been of flippant criticism of the soldiers and the Gene-
rals of the Army of the Cumberland.”

# # # * # # # #

“ Chattanooga itself must have been, before cursed and blasted
by rebellion, one of the most charming places on the continent.
It stands in the valley of the Tennessee, shut in on all sides by
Eicturesque mountains, from a thousand to two thousand feet in

eight, while the town itself is in part perched on eminences of
two or three hundred feet, from which the lﬁwland%&'eaching to
the base of the mountains, are all clearly visible. hen, there-
fore, I tell you that the last battles were fonught in a semi-circle
around the points of view in the plain or on the mountain side,
never more than three miles distant, you will concede that those
of us who were present enjoyed an opportunity of witnessing
military evolutions—all the varied phases of attack and defence
by artillery and infantry, of assault and repulse, of vietory and
defeat—such as has fallen to the lot of few since Priam watched
the struggle between the Greeks and Trojans from the walls of

Troy.
¢ Of the battles themselves, I do not now propose to say much,
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point in the course of my narrative, I will for the present defer
reference to the great good which he has been doing here. On
Sunday morning we started for Chattanooga on foot. Kelly’s
Ferry was at this time the head of navigation—the river being
blockaded above by the rebels—and all supplies were trans-
ported from this point in wagons. As a consequence, we found the
road blocked up for miles by trains going and returning, all
hurrying to wecomplish their almost impossible duty of prevent-
ing the army above from perishing by actual starvation. Cross-
ing Raccoon Mountain, we came into Will’s Valley, where we
found Hooker’s forces occupying the vantage ground gained by
their night deseent of the river, and came into full view of the
rebel encampments on the side, and rebel batteries on the sum-
mit of Lookout Mountain. From the latter, from time to time,
came a puff of white smoke, and the sullen boom of the forty-
pound Parrots, which had continued day after day to throw shells,
fortunately without practical result, sometimes into Chattanoo-
ga above, sometimes into Will’s Valley below their mmmanding
sosition. Descending the valley, we erossed the river at Brown’s
“erry, and traversing an isthmus some two miles in width, re-
crossed the river to the town. At this time large detachments
of Sherman’s forces were leaving their encampment in Will’s
Valley and moving up the river, nobody knew whither. :
“In Chattanooga I found our Agency in charge of Mr. C.
Read, oceupying fine rooms which, with characteristic partiality.
the aunthorities Eﬂd assigned to our use by displacing the Chief
of Police who had previously occupied them. Soon after m
arrival I ealled on the Medical Director, Dr. Perin, by whom
was most cordially received, and was gratified to hear him ex-
press not only a high respect and a]ivpreciatiun for the Commis-
gion, but bear strong testimony to the value of our Agency at
this point, to him and to the army, as well as to the energy and
discretion of our chief representative, Mr. Read. The corps of
cents on dnty here were as follows: M. C. Read, n charge;
ﬁv. W. F. Loomis, hospital visitor; F. R. Crarey, store-keep
with two detailed men as assistants ; M. D. Bartzlett, %e
hospital directory ; A. II. Sill, transportation clerk. With Mr.
Read, I called at several of the headquarters, and from all the
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officials heard only kind words for the Commission, and assur-

ances of their readinees to co-operate with it by all means in
their power.” : :
* % % 3 * % % %
“(n Sunday evening a large part of the 11th Army Corps
came up from below, passed through the town, with three days’
rations in their haversacks, and took their osition, without tents
or baggage, in front of the fortifications. On Monday our forces
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moved ouf, formed in double line of battle, with a front several
miles in length, posted reserves in the rear, threw out skirmish-
ers, and made a general advance, taking possession of the first
line of the enemy’s entrenchments, and occupied Orchard Knob
in the centre of the valley, on which batteries were planted.
This advance was made in excellent order, and the ambulances
following close in the rear and through the skirmishing, ex-
tended along the whole line. The number of wounded was
comparatively small, and they were immediately picked up and
earried to the hospitals in time. On Tuesday, General Sher

man having crossed the river three miles above, advanced, and
without serious opposition took possession of the north end of
Mission Ridge

On the morning of the same day General Hooker moved up
from Will’s Valley and attacked the rebel forces occupying
Lookout Mountain, and by a most daring assault gained posses-
sion of all the northern portion, with the capture of many pris-
oners and the loss of 250 killed and wounded. The latter were
immediately carried to the hospital established near his head-
quarters, where they were well cared for by their own officers,
supplies being sent to them from our dépot at Kelly’s Ferry near
by. Earl tﬁe next morning Mr. Read and Mr. Sill went down
and saw that all the aid which the Commission could render
was furnished them,

% On Tuesday night the north ends of Lookout Mountain and
Mission Ridge were aglow with the camp-fires of our forces, and
we had the satisfaction of knowing that by the brilliant achieve-
ments of the morning the blockade of the river was raised, and
advantages had been gained which promised important results
in the impending struggle of the morrow.

“ Wednesday morning our flag floated from the summit of
Lookout, and our forces advanced on the rebel stronghold of
Mission Ridge, from our right, left, and front. After much se-
vere fichting on our left, in which Sherman’s forces suffered ve
heavy loss, the rebel entrenchments along the base of Mission
Ridge were stormed by our advancing ﬁnes, and then began
that perilous but glorious ascent of its slope of 1,000 feet at six
different Eﬂiuts,. which so surprised and appalled the rebel garri-
gon, and has covered with glory the brave men who dared at-
tempt it. After an hour of suspense, inexpressibly painful to
the thousands who were merely powerless spectators, the summit
was gained and held, the roar of the forty pieces of artillery
which crowned it was suddenly silenced, and we knew that a
‘great victory had been won.

-~ “Two wagons had been secured before hand, with which to
‘transport stores to any point where they might be required ; but

#
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no part of the battle-field being more than three miles distant
from headquarters, and ample provision having been made by
the Medical Director for the immediate removal of the wound
to h-:}(szf)_ital, they were held in readiness to use, if needed, while
Mr. C. Read and myself, with a small supply of stores, went
over to the battle-field along the middle line ﬂ% Mission ihdga,
and Mr. Loomis went toward the northern end, to see if any
hel(f were required by the wounded of Sherman’s Corps. .
midnight all the Union wounded men on that part of the field
which we visited had been transferred to hospital, and such of the
rebels as remained in the houses to whieh they had been carried
had received all the aid we could give them ; and so, at 1 o’clock,
we returned to the town. Just as we arrived, Mr. Loomis came
in and reported that the wonnded of the 15th Army Corps had
all been gathered into the Division Hospitals, but that their
pected supplies had not arrived, and they were greatly in n
of our assistance. A wagon load of milk, beef, craciers, tea,
sugar, stimulants, dressings, &e., was immediately dispatched to
them, and was, as may be imagined, of Pricele-ss value. _
 Early the next morning, Thanksgiving Day, Mr. Read an

myself visited the hospitals of the 2d, 3d, and 4th Divisions
the 15th Army Corps, situated three miles up the river. The
4th, containing the {)argest number of wounded (399), we fom
pretty well supiylied, for the time being, with the stores we had
sent up the night before ; but these were rapidly disa pea.-n'n&
and, at our suggestion, another load was sent for and received
during the day. The 2d and 3d Division hospitals, sitnated on
the bank of the river, containing respectiveﬁ' 75 and 230 pa-
tients, had received, up to this time, no other supplies than such
as had been carried in their medicine wagons, su}ﬁ?wient to meet
the first wants of the wounded, but by this time almpst entirely
exhausted. Just as I was offering to Dr. Rogers, the Surgeon
in charge of the 3d Division hospital, the resources of the Sani-
tary Commission, one of the assistant surgeons approached and
said to him, ¢ Doctor, what shall we do? Our supplies have not
arrived ; our men are lying on the ground, with not blankets
‘enough to make them comfortable. We've no stimulants, or
dressings, or proper food. Now, if the Sanitary Commission
only had an agent here, we should be all right.” I was hap

to infuorm him that the spirit he invoked had come at his call,
and when [ promised that in an honr’s time he should have con-
centrated beef, milk, stimulants, dressings, fruit, vegetables,

clothing, bedding, and some ticks stuffed with cotton, his satis-

faction shone from every feature, and both he and the surgeon
in charge spontaneously ejaculated, ‘ Bless the Sanitary Commis-
sidn *—an institutiou of which they had abundant experience on
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spirits, ale, butter, tea, sugar, farina, codfish, and other precious
articles, which we were able to distribute in abundance—may
rest assured that here, at least, they have accomplished all the
§reat gngd whic};_ they hid ]1||:1+1:-e',f:}+ of the;_n.“

% *® 0 %
*

While these means of relief were being thus widely and pru-

dently administered to the wounded at Chattanooga aud along
the line of dépits and hospitals between that place and Nash-
ville, agents from the Commission’s Central Dépét at Louisville

were pressing forward with wagon trains of “ sanitary stores” to
Knexville, aud at the same time a reserved stock of choice hos-
pital supplies was in readiness to be moved up the Tennessee
River by the first boat or train that should go towards General
Burnside’s beleagured forces. December 6th, a Relief Agent,

Mr, Strong, who had reached Knoxville by way of the river, re--

ported as follows to Dr. Newberry :

% * ¥ ® * #* * #*

“You have little idea how badly the sick here need sanitary
supplies. While there are about 1,800 patients, a third of whom
are wounded, the present supply is scarcely sufficient for one-
half. The sick have nothing to eat but such as the common sol-
dier in health receives. Stimulants, dried fruit, delicacies, &e.,
are above all very much needed. I will not specify in detail
further, as the requisitions of surgeons enclosed are explicit.

“Sanitary stores should come with all possible despatch.
What will be done until your supplies arrive, I cannot say. I
hope to get the ladies here interested in the matter of furnish-
ing what bedding and clothes they can spare, while I may in-

duace some from the eoantry to send in chickens, fruits, &e. But
every thing is very scarce. The two armies have exhausted
this country. Your agents can appreciate the condition of

affairs and send such articles and such amount as they see fit.
But by all means let them come soon.”

% w® * * * * L ]

Another Agent, Mr. Butler, who had gone forward from
Louisville with supplies early in November, and from Camp
Nelson, Ky., Dec. 3d, succeeded in entering Knoxville, Dee.

e i o S
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hi i‘p,fand employed their limited knowledge of Medicine for his
relicf.

“The poor fellow also suffered with colie, which finally set
in as an adjunct to his complicated disorders and tortured him
until he threw his armor down for his long rest in a mountain
grave. I desired the sergeant of the guard to ascertain his
effects, and finding only ninety cents, I threw the sum over to
the poor family as a very amal{ remuneration for their attention
to the soldier. ;

“ Turning one day, a mile from the road, I found a grave,
which, I was informed, contained six soldiers who had died in
the neighborhood ; but no human seribe was found to register
their names ere death made them oblivious to all but God. And
so it has been with many others, how many God only knows.
But in the case of him whose rude coffin was being made before
my eyes, I especially realized my duty to the soldier, although
dead, and also to his parents. _

“1 gleaned from the family all the particulars necessary to
advise his parents of his disease and death, and also the locality
of his grave. I wrote at Barboursville to his father, &e.”
* 3 3% * W* % % *

“ Before leaving Camp Pitman we obtained a new supply of
mules, harness and wagon tongues, also a large amount of for-
age. No event, except such as have become of common occur-
rence, transpired until we passed through Cumberland Gap, on
the 20th inst., when a rumor was afloat that no train woul?:l be
allowed to pass on the direct road to Knoxville, as the rebels
were infesting that portion of the country. BI the advice of
the Post Commandant we took the Jacksboro’ road, though
twenty miles further, as it was considered safe.

“ Leaving Cumberland Gap on the evening of 21st, we made
better progress, while the forty guards, who had heretofore been

“employed in assisting the teams, were ordered by the oflicer in #
command, to march in advance of the train r arms.” |
¥ * ] * W * o* *

¢ Several encounters had taken place in our vicinity, between
General Wilcox and Longstreet, only a few days previously, and
others were pending, while the cannonading was gjaﬁnﬁﬂy audi-
ble in our train. !

“ There was marked anxiety among the gnard fo protect the
train to Knoxville, as they knew the great need which existed
in the ho?it-al theie.” -
=

" * % * , *
« On Monday, the 28th instant, Mr, Crary arrived from Chat-

tanooga with three hundred packages of select stores. Other f; -
ﬂhi}.;lﬂ&]l‘tﬂ have been arrangecf from and by way of Chattanoo- ; |

ga.
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soon the more pressing wants of the sick will be relieved. Then
will come the question of furnishing a supply of fresh vegetables,
which must be done, or scurvy in all its Protean forms will
come ; @t 48 already upon us. The hardships and privations en-
dured by the Army of the Camberland, since the battle of Chick-
amauga, have produced such changes in the constitution, that

the wounds of the battle of Chattanooga have been far more

fatal than those of Chickamauga.

“ Secarcely one case of amputation of the thigh has recovered,
and all wounds, while they have had more care, have been more
serious ; comparatively slight wounds have been fatal, To obvi-

ate this in part, the Medical Director is desirous that hospital

ardens be made at Chattanooga, Tullahoma, and /M

oro’. Ile has given me a list of the garden implements and :
staple garden seeds which he desires-the Commission to pur-

chase, and forward to Chattanooga as soon as possible. Omnions
and peas can be advantageously planted as soon as the middle of

February. [
“ T have promised him that the Commission will aid him in

procuring all that may be wanted in either place. And while
writing this, I have received asimilar ri?uest rom Dr. J. Moses,

Medical Director in Murfreesboroe’. He says: * We are now
commencing our arrangements for a garden at this post. May
I ask if we can obtain seed, &e., &e., from your Commission.”

* * * & #* #* *

Immediately the Inspector set about the duty of extensive
official inquiry concerning the demand for anti-scorbutic sup-
plies, and also to what extent the scorbutic taint was receiving
the attention of Surgeons and Commissaries. Good results
could not fail to flow from such inquiries, for they not only

helped to keep alive the vigilant attention of military officers in

reference to the importance of the subjeet, but the aid of the Sani-
tary Commission was invoked on every hand. General Hooker

sent to the Sanitary dépot at Bridgeport for eighty barrels of the

Murfreesboro’ potatoes, and Medical Officers urged the enlarge-
ment and continuance of the Commision’s supplies of anti-scor-

|
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butics. The following extract from a letter which was ad-

dressed to Inspector Read, by a distinguished Medical Inspector
of the army, Dr. R. H. Coolidge, proves the justice of the esti-
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shape and energy to its well-formed purposes of Sanitary care.
It was not alone the twenty thousand men in hospitals after the

* We have now fifteen cases of seurvy in camp, and ahout fifty cases showi

elgns of it. But this is nothing compared with the fact that hundreds are predis-
toit, and liable at any moment to be covered with sores, and be unfit for
uty. It is a sad state of things, produced by dire military necessity.

“ Next spring will be telling on our numbers, if the troops are without v
tables till then. A good many men, whose limbs were amputated after the last
battle, died from exhaustion, they being too weak to withstand the shock. We
hope tht our communication will be bettered, and that before long we will be gen-
erously supplied with vegetables. But before that time comes, your supply of
vegetables }:"__ this command will be gratefully appreciated.

“ Yery respecifully, I remain yours, &e,
* F. B. Tuncan,
* Brig.-Gen, Commanding.

“To Dr. A. N. Reap,

“ Sanitary Commission, Chattancoga.”

“ Caatravooea, Texy., Jan. 4, 1864,

* General,—In compliance with your request to be furnished with a statement
of the sanitary condition of the 1st Brigade, I beg leave to submit the following :

“ From the reports furnished by the regiments composing this Brigade, I find
that the general Liealth of the men is as guod as at any time since the organization,
but owing to the total exclusion of vegetables, from the short supply of rations
furpished the men for the past three months, and insufficient supply of wood
to make them comfortable, I find that twelve ov fifteen marked cases of scurvy
have already been reported, and a large number who are beginning to show
symptoms of that diseare, and. in fact, nearly all the camp diarrhcea we are now
having throughout the different regiments, partakes more or less of the scorbutic
character. This is plainly shown by marked improvement in their condtion, by
having a few day’a auppl{. of vegetables furnisted by the U. 8. Sanitary Com-
mission, and could there be a liberal supply of vegetables furnished for all the
men, scurvy would svon disappear, and all other diseases which originate in an
impoverished condition of the blood I would, therefore, urgently request that
means be taken to procore the kind of diet so much needed to make our men
efficient, and able to render good service by the opening of the spring cam-

BIZM.

REE “J. H. Warrrorp,

“Senior Surgeon 1st Brigade,
“To J. B. Turcaty, Brig.-Gen.” e

" Gryrrar Frerp Hosprraz,
“ Coatravooca, Januvary Tth, 1864,

“ Doctor,—I have to state, in answer to your inquiry, that the chief necessity
for sick and wonnded men at thia point is a supply of vezetable food, milk, butter,
and eimilararticles, and that the principal cause of the mortality from gangrene,
Pymxmia, and allied diseases, is due to impoverished blood, the consequence of de-
fective nutrition.

“I am, Doctor, very truly,
“ Your obedient servant,
K a Rnnzbﬁa 'g.mmﬂm& y
7 urgeon U. 8. A, in
“ Dz, Reap, Sanitary Commission.” b
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which, in its prevalence, its obstinacy under treatment, and its
frequent fatal termination, becomes our most dangerous adver-
gary, is chronie diarrhea. Within the last three months, the
141st N. Y. V., has lost from 'this cause six per cent. of its
§~ggregate strength present, while the mortality in the 143d N.
. V.1s even greater than this, amounting to twenty-five deaths
since the 1st of November, 1863, to an average strength of 450
men. Of those remaining, 174 are reported sick by Assistant-
Surgeon Craft. Some of these have died in corps hospital, some
in camps ; and it has been observed as a strange and enigmati-
cal feature of the disease, that its victims have been the sturdi-
est and ruggedest men in the regiment. No effect whatever has
resulted from the various plans of treatment tried. Some of the
men did duty up to the hour of death, and several surgeons
have expressed their astonishment, that so near their end, men
could display the muscular force they do. Such is not the char-
acter nor course of ordinary camp diarrhea, and it leads one
to seek some comlzlicatiun which may explain it.”
%% % * 3 * * *
“ Though few cases of positively marked scurvy were reported,
the symptoms of the scorbutic blood-poison, the peculiar gums,
the hemorrhagic cachexia, the want of union in new, and the
re-opening of old wounds, listlessness and hebetude, the purpural
discoloration of the skin, etc., were noted in very many of the
regiments present, .
s ® % * 3 * * ®
“The type of disease is low, the fevers of malarial and sporadie
character rapidly assuming a typhoid aspeet, and the general
appearance of the men, especially in the regiments compara-
tively lately enlisted, is depressed. They are in need of clothing
and blankets. Many have no change of elothing, nor have had
for many weeks ; consequently they are filthy in the extreme.
This is especially the case with the 33d New Jersey. ;
¢ All the hospital stores of this regiment—and it came out ex-
cellently provided by State authorities—were lost in the Ten-
nessee river by the capsizing of the boat in which they were.
Shoes, blankets and pants have not yet been furnished in suffi-
cient quantity by the Quartermaster’s department, and ehanﬁan-_-
of stockings, shirts and drawers are generally wanted. e
Commissary Department is tasked to its ntmost to furnish the
absolute necessaries of life, and there have been no issues of
otatoes or onions since our return from the fall campaign. A
imited supply of beans and rice has as, far as I am aware, been
the only issue of dr veﬁ::atables, and one three-fourths ration of
wkiskey partially distributed, the only issue of spirits in the
game time. The amount of fresh meat furnished has also been
limited. |
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“ Until this change is effected, the surgeen must continue to
witness his most approved remedies fail, and all his cases one b
one approach an inevitably fatal termination. It is the unani-

mous opinion of all the medical officers, that no symptoms of

improvement are manifesting themselves, and that on the con-
trary, the hygienic condition of the corps is deteriorating day by
day. We need help and we need it soon, and I eannot refrain

from repeating my earnest solicitations to the Sanitary Commis-

sion through you, that early efforts be made to provide, at least

to some extent, for these our urgent necessities. Iam aware how
many appeals for aid the Commission receives, but 1 am also

aware how nobly it responds to them, and this it is that embold-
ens me to state our wants plainly, and perhaps with some im-
portunity.

“I have the honor to remain, with great respeet, your obedi-

ent servant,
“«D. G. Brixtox, Surgeon U. 8. V.,
“ Medieal Director 11th .t'trmy Corps.
“A. N. Reap, Sanitary Commission,
o Nashﬂlle, Tennessee.”

Scattered and wasted by the continued presence or transit of

vast armies the entire region of the Tennessee and the Cumber-

land Rivers, as well as the regions southward from them,

no longer supplies the means of healthful subsistence to the

armed forces, nor even to the fixed population of these districts.
All the able-bodied male population, even to the boys, appear

to have gone into the ranks of the army. And now, with
numbers vastly angmented, our forees are pressing onward to
finish up the business for which they left their homes. But an-
other year of toil is before them, and while some must inevita-
bly fall in stern conflict with the enemy in battle. the Medical

Officers and the Sanitary Commission see and prepare agmnst?
perils more certain and more dreaded than rebel sabres and

cannon. The latest intelligence from the great field in Tennes-

see, Northern Georgia, and Alabama, received Jnat as i'.]:ulr
volume is going to press, reads as follows:

Pt e i S il
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go on to Memphis and complete a load there first. We shall
not have much in quantity and but a small varicty of stores to
spare from here. This brings me to mention the stores that are
~exhausted here, and which form a great part of what we are ac-
customed to issue. They are in constant demand—many of
them of first-rate importance, as follows: '
“ Farina, corn starch, canned milk, arrow root, canned frui
liquors, spices, pickles, soda, butter, raspberry vinegar, pillow
cases, socks, comforts, slippers and bed sacks, v
“The quinine bitters, as I anticipated, was a great hit. I
should deem it a eapital investment to purchase as much more
at once, and prepare in the same manner. Not a surgeon here
was using the article as a prophylactic, and not one but highly
appreciates its importance as such. The Government supply
remains, and will continue, ‘nadequate.” 4 :

* * *® * * * *

Sept. 12th :

“The expedition to Arkansas, including the Sanitary steamer
Clara Bell, has just moved from here. 51‘. Fithian arrived just
in time to take charge of the stores and relieve me for more im-
Eﬂrtant work here. I put on the boat 24 barrels crackers, 22
arrels dried fruit, 10 barrels quinine bitters, 20 boxes concen-
trated beef, 5 boxes codfish, 1 box fans, 1 box coffee, 6 boxes
lemon syrup, 5 caddies tea, 144 sheets, 375 pairs drawers, 500
ghirts, 200 towels, 500 handkerchiefs, 3 kegs erushed sugar, 1 box
pepper, 1,100 pillows, 36 quilts, 130 pads, and 235 pillow cases.
s = # 3 # # *
“ Dr. Fithian has full instructions to carry
out the programme mentioned in my last respecting the move-
ment of the boat. ‘U, 8. Sanitary Commission’ is already
nailed to the vessel.
“I shall proceed to set the Hospital Directory going here. Re-
orts of disbursements for July and August are nearly finished

one is sick again, and the other boys nearly so. So we go.
* 9% ¥ + * * *

“Dr. Fithian brings a_good report of affairs from Natchez
He also brings Hospital Directory report and report of disburse-
ments there for August. The agency commenced operations
there on the 6th.” *  *# " Euedis Adfiede Sl

* w *®

Before the end of September, the Inspector who went with
these stores for General Steele’s expedition, wrote to the Com-
- mission :












208

been seriously threatening to diminish the utility of the popular
sympathies and spontaneous contributions of the people. State
Agents, for relief of State troops, have found the National Sani-
tary Commission already disbursing equal and impartial aid and
means of succor to the soldiers from every State, as Federal
troops, and into the common dépots and channels of this Com-

mission, the several States and their special Agents now most
gladly pour their gifts; and the special Commission that was

organized at St. Louis, under General Fremont, while it has
brought into the work of humane succor and sanitary aid

vast resources and the long continued and energetic personal
lIabors of such noble philanthropists as Mr. Yeatman and Rev.

Mr. Eliot, has earnestly and often co-operated most opportunely
with the Agents of the Central Commission. The loyal forces,
and refugees in Kansas and Arkansas have not been overlooked

a permanent agency of the Commission, under the care of Mr.

Brown and Dr. Slocum being long established at Lea.venwurth,
and, through Medical Officers and otherwise, the troops at Little
Rock and along the sArkansas and White Rivers, ‘“sanitary

stores” from the Sanitary Commission are being continually re-

ceived and disbursed.
The great central channel of our national commeree is again

open to the use of the long line of States which before the

rebellion proudly claimed it as the grand avenue of mutual
wealth and a trusted material bond of Federal unity. Reseued
from disloyal rule by military valor in battles that live in his-

tory, that great channel of the Mississippi will be guarded by

forces that will never yield any portion of its course to insurg-
ent obstruction, though for more than a thousand miles our
most trusty troops must, for this purpose, continue to brave the

perils of its malarious flanks of bayous and bottom lands. The

Commission has thoughtfully foreseen this, and is now pre-
paring for such sanitary service and aid as may be required. The

P
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deck and some canvass awnings ;- most had either a blanket or

‘an overcoat, many had both—many had neither. As the night

was_quite cool, there was probably more suffering from a want

of clothing than from any other cause which it might have been
ossible for us to remedy.

“ I saw that all were furnished with a supper of beef broth,
made from beef which we had shot and dressed the same after-
noon, and with which we were abundantly supplied. The boat
started down the river about sunrise, when we all recommeneced

our labors adjusting, dressing and serving to all beef broth, tea

and bread. Late in the morning we had a quantity of most ex-
cellent milk punch, made from the milk which I had brought
on board, which was administered to those who needed it.
About one o’clock, P. M., we reached Brashier City, and with-
in two hours fifteen cars were ready to receive the wounded, all
‘of which, with the exception of about thirty of the severest
cases, it was proposed to move to New Orleans. The work of

transferring from boat to the cars was now commenced, and

continued until about nine o’clock in evening. In the mean-
-time I brought on board another supply of milk, by means of
which we were able to prepare a large quantity of v
nice coffee, several canteens of which were given to ea
nurse to be issued on the way down. I also purchased all

e soft bread which I could find in the town—seven or eight
dollars’ worth—had it cut into slices and buttered, and distri-
;}Htﬁd it myself through the train before it started for New Or-
eans.

“Two facts are noteworthy in the whole of this expedition.
First, the wounded had plenty to eat and drink. Second, there

were no tedious .and wearisome delays in our transportation,

Indeed, T think I may say, with truth, that nowhere within the
range of my experience have wounded men been transported so

great a distance with less discomfort; and it affords me the
greater pleasure to make this statement as I am representing
what has occurred in the far Southwest, in a department so re-

mote as to be almost beyond the reach of eriticism, as well as in-

accessible to that kindly suceor which has so often come to the

relief of the armies of Virginia and the West.”*

* We find the following statement respecting the Commission’s work in the De-

partment of the Gulf, in a communication from a well known Surgeon, published

ib the Stamford (Ct.) Advocate
. # # * » # * * * # L

“My first acquaintanee with the Sanitary Cummission came through a semall |

pamphlet, sent ne by its agent, soon after our arrival at Camp Parapet. Follow-

ing up the invitation contained in it, I made the acquaintance of its agent, and
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and are well ordered in all respects. Dr. DeCormick directed
the use of china table furniture where tin was used, because of
its wholesome moral influence upon the troops. Tt is more
home like, and promotes the reflection that the Government is
careful for the comfort and well-being of its defenders.

*During the seige at Washington, N. C., the agents of the
Commission were on hand with their varied stores, and their
wsefulness is a matter of record. All the hospital transports
were well supplied with the means for ‘aid and comfort’ from
the dépot at Newbern. About forty regiments have been under
inspection, and I judge, from an examimation of many of their
camps, that they are well policed in most regards. I was par-
ticularly impressed with the substantial and comfortable appear-
ance of many of the camps. Log houses, with ¢lazed windows
and open fire.places, are common. The regimental hospitals
are generally comfortable and well supplied.

“%u the marshy district between Newbern and Morehead City,
and on the line of the railroad between these two places, there
are several encampments, in which there has been much sick-
ness, At Newport barracks, especially, the men have suffered
from intermittent fevers. It is unsafe to allow the same troops
to remain long at a time at this point. Zhe quinine ration has
been used ﬁe%, and in some localities with marked advantage.
If company officers were held to striet account as to the care of
their men, and were required to inspect each one daily, with re-
ference to under-clothing especially, cleanliness, the use of pre-
scribed prophylactic means, the temperature and ventilation of

uarters, &e., I am satisfied much sickness would be prevented.

t is not unfrequently remarked that some companies in the same
camp are more eickly than others, and the difference is doubtless
owing to the difference in the attention and care given to the
men by their officers. -

“The prisoners of war, confined by rebel anthorities, have also
been the recipients of aid from our agents in this department;
and the cases of individual relief afforded refugees and to sol-
diers needing transportation, &e., are not a few. Mr. Geo. B.
Page acts as the relief agent, and is an earnfest worker in the
cause. _ |

From these statements it is manifest that althongh attracting
but little public notice, the Sanitary Commission’s work in
North Carolina is too important to be overlooked.

The Sanitary Commission in the Department of the South.—
The statistics of the sickness and mortality in General Gilmore’s
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of locality, &e., which produced in contiguous regiments a dis-
orderly spirit, but which were efficient, contented, and happy;
and that these were the regiments most remarkable for l
neatness, and for the cleanliness of their camps and quarters.
Your Inspector believes that not the least of the benefits in this
war rendered to officers by the Sanitary Commission, has been
its indirect influence in promoting discipline by increased at-
tention to sanitary precautions, among the men of their respee-
tive commands, “H
“ Among the first efforts to mitigate suffering in this depart-
ment, was the attempt to alleviate the condition of the 8T
going North, discharged from the service in consequence of sick-
ress. Up to this time, the man who had served his country
faultlessly, and sickened in her service, was disch ; and
without any provision for his enfeebled condition, in ¢ uthin%
care, was shipped upon any Government transport, as a thing
no longer useful. The consequences can be re;j;ly seen—much
suﬁ'erinf; and many deaths in transit. The Inspector immediate-
ly supplied all that could eontribute to the personal comfort of
these unfortunate men ; and, in some instances, sent attendants
to minister to their wants upon the voyage. This, however,
could not meet the exigency entirely. Upon these transports
was no accommodations, nor proper medical care. After con-
sultation by your Inspector with members of the Commission,
and subsequently with Gen. Hunter, the Cosmopolitan, a spa-
cious steamer, with capaecity for three hundred and twenty-five
beds, was set apart by the General as a hospital ship, for the
purpose of conveying the sick or wounded to their destination,
and consigned to the Medieal Director of the Department, :
“ The émnmissiﬂn immediately issued to this steamer two hun-
dred and fifty beds, and other requisites ; and has since continued
to contribute supplies. This provision has been erowned with sue-.
cess; and under the able management of the surgeons assigned it
by the Medical Director, many lives have been saved that must
by ordinary modes of transportation have been sacrificed.
“The last two weeks in Mareh, and first two in April,
were devoted to preparation for the first Charleston expedition.
Abundant preparations were made by us for any Bx;_'ﬁeuﬁy ; but
happily no casualty occurred, nor was there any call upon our
stores, e
“ A schooner of ample dimensions had been assigned us by
General Hunter, giving, as was his wont, timely notice for pre-
paration. And here it is but simple justice to this officer to re-
mark, that there has been no reticenee in his communications to
the Commission of whatever would contribute to an early pre para-
tion for any emergency. Immediately after this unsuccessful
movement, preliminary steps were taken towards a repetition of
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the hospitals. At 11 A. M. the boat was anchored there At
12 M., of the same day, (July 11), an unsuccesstul assaunlt, in
which we lost one hundred and thirty-one men, was made upon
Fort W?_Fmer, to which the enemy had retired the morning pr
vious. These wounded were first cared for at the hospitals, ﬁ
thence transferred to the boat. And here I ought to pay a
tribute to the untiring energy and tact of Messrs* Hoadley and
Day, of the Commission, who, with their assistants, met t'Eé ne-
cessities of every wounded man on the preceding, on this, a
on subsequent E‘Z.]FE; administering to t]Eeir wants in the tem-
ﬂ::'&:}r hospitals, supplying clothing, accompanying the ambu-
ces to the boat, furnishing extra c:lothing and stores upon it,
if needed, on its passage to the general hospitals at the Head and
Beaufort ; cheerful under exhausting labors, and inspiring
sufferer with hope. From the 11th to the 18th the willi
strength of the whole eommand was taxed continuously in pre-
paration for the coming assault. Every particle of transpo f
tion was necessarily devoted to the munitions of war, which ae-
counts, in part, for any deficiencies that may have been experi-
enced in the medical and commissariat departments, In this
interim the Commission added in large quantities to the stores
it already had on Morris Island ; conveyed thither by a
tous route, not less than seven miles, in rowboats, furnished, and
in part manned, by the obliging quartermaster, Captain Dunton.
The men detailed for this unusugl and somewhat hazardous em-
ployment (the enemy holding one bank of the stream), worked
night and day with a will; and many a poor fellow who s b-
sequently received the benefit of the supplies of the Commission,
may thank these soldiers for the sole and laborious method by
which these abundant supplies were placed within available ‘f
tance. On the evening of the 15th our tents were arranged and
flag floating. After consulting Brig. General Seymour, com-
manding the advanced force, it was resolved to supply every
man in the front, and ultimately all who should participate in
the assault, with tea, Boston ecrackers, and concentrated beef
for soup. This provision was absolutely essential; from eircu t§
stances already given ; and many a poor fellow, on the night of
the 18th, fought with great bravery, aided by the encourage
ment and strength afforded by this food, continuously bestowed
by the Commission for nearly seventy-two hours previous. =
“The manner of the attack, (on Saturday night, the 18th Ju
incidents connected with it, disposition of the respective forces,
numbers, &e., being purely military matters, I shall pass over.
The participation of your employees in the scenes which trans-
pired I will briefly describe. . o
“ On the afternoon of the 18th each individual attached to the ‘
Commission had his work assigned, and the means with which
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Ferri Nitratis,” proved the most certain remedies. At thisp
was introduced a new feature by the agents of the Commis
in this department, and ultimately sanctioned by their suj
ors. This was to supply with vegetables not only the sick
wounded, but all on duty ; which seemed the only way to ch
the prevailing malady. The malady was thus not only chec
but eradicated ; for at the present time not one well-marked
of scurvy—the scourge of erowded, ill-nourished troops—is
ported in the entire command. The appreciation of this a
the Commission in furnishing these absolutely essential supp
cannot be better illustrated than bf' the congratulatory order o
Major General Commanding, which was read at the head
every regiment thronghout the department; unless, indeed, tl
voluntary honor paid the flag of the Commission by the pas
salute of various regiments be so considered. : _ o
“ Another feature peculiar to this department has been a
liberal supply of ice, furnished by the Commission to all privates
in the command. The frozen sfreams of Maine have been m de
to cool, not only the burning lips of fever, but to assuage the
thirst of exhausting toil in South Carclina. It is believed a far
%'reater amount ot labor and a higher standard of health have
een secured by these daily issues of ice to every soldier. =
“ There are two points in connection with this campaign that
deserve special notice. One the constant and still continued
rendered eru' employees by the military authorities. Not
wish could be suggested but it was complied with, and not nn-
frequently requests were anticipated. Fines and goods confiss
cated for infraction of laws of trade have been turned over to the
Commission for distribution to the soldier. And especially has
the nurturing care of the head of the department ﬂaj.-
A. Gilmore, been extended to the Comnission., o
“ The other point to which I would eall attention is, the fra-
ternal welcome and assistance in the discharge of duty extended
by the entire medical corps in the department. Their systema-
tic aid has rendered unnecessary the employment of numerous
agents, lightened the personal labors of your inspector, and con-
ferred upon him obligations that he will ever remember.
here it is proper to state that the devotion of many of
medical men to their regiments has awakened everlasting grat
tude in the hearts of the recipients, and ealled forth the admira-
tion of every beholder. Though not so directly d to the
bullets of the enemy, yet to a danger even greater, by cons
contact with disease, no class of men in the army deserves
well of their country as the regimental surgeons.
“ The enthusiasm that fired the soldier in the earlier period of
the sicge may have somewhat abated, but his determination to
do remains unchanged. Many instances of chivalrous daring
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the soldiers in the camps and trenches, as well as in the hospitals,
express their gratitude by voluntary offerings to the Sanitary
Treasury. They keep in grateful remembrance the watchful
care that brought ice and wholesome beverages to them when
sweltering and fainting on Morris Island, in the approaches to
Fort Wagner, and in the planting of their morter batteries
against Sumpter and Charleston, and they never forget the
thoughtfulness and heroismm that were displayed by the
Sanitary Relief Corps in the trenches and moat before Fort
‘Wagner, on the 18th of July ;* nor can the sick be unmindful
of the aid which the hospitals have been continually receiving

Banitary Commission, and to express his thanks to the gentlemen whose humane
effurts in procuring and distributing much needed articles of comfort have so ma-
terially alleviated the sufferinga of the soldiers,

 Especial gratitude is aue to Dr, M, M, Marsh, Medical Inspector of the Com-
mission, through whose efficiency, energy, and zeal, the wants of the troops have
been promptly ascertained, and the resources of the Commission made available

for every portion of the army. .
“ By order of,

“ Brig.-Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE.
“Ep. W. Surrm, A. A. G

%

* A writer in the North American Review, in illustrating the Sanitary Commis_
sion's methods of Preventive and Relief work, makes the following allusion teo
the hattle-relief at Fort Wagner:

o " > " “The reader eannot fail to notice that, in a great
variety of labors upon which the Commission has entered, these two grand divisions
of its work and purpnses are necessarily and happily conjoined and co-ordinate, It
would be difficuit to say whether the one or the other element, in this theoretical
division of the work, predominates in such labors as we have been describing.
And when, for nearly seventy-two hours previous to the terrific assault upon Fort
Wagner, upon the night of July 18th, the Commission’a Inspector, Dr. Marsh, with
the cordial approval of the leader of the assault, held his brave detul of aids un-
flinching!y to ihe duty of supplying the storming party in front with nourishing
fuod and beverages until they reached the fatal moat, and -then himself led his
heroic helpers in the humane and perilons work of rescuing the wounded, and at
the same time supplying almost all the means of succor and comfort which those
mangled soldiers received until they were brought to the general hozpitals, sixty
miles away, that succor and relief was the best, the only, sanative care those brave
men could receive. By such beautiful illustrations, which have continuaily marked
the war-work of our army, often ulli“m a grand scale, yet ever regarding the indi-
vidual wants of the sufferera as well as the general results to be reached, has the
Sanitary Commission’s first postulate been proved both true and practicable,—
pamely that * this war ought to be waged in the spirit of highest intelligence, hu
manity, and tenderness for the health, comfort, and safety of our brave troops.’™
— North American Review, April, 1864,
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wounded after the oceupation of that place, received all needed -
aid. Then came the sudden order from General Seymour to
move forward some fifty miles, where, in the swamps of Olustee,
a large number of his brave men suddenly encountered a
tragical fate, The Commission’s Relief Agent, Mr. Day, with
a seleet corps of assistants, had pressed forward from Jackson-
ville, taking with him all the battle-field stores he could trans-
port. What duties occupied the hands of those fearless and
thoughtful Relief Agents, and what necessities there were for
the means of succor which they had so hurriedly brought with
them, let the following statements from eye-witnesses of that
murderous battle explain. A correspondent of the New York
Daily Times says: |

¥ % % «QOn the anticipation of an immediate action, the
Chief Medical Officer, who, hﬁ' grevious experience, knows upon
what source to rely, telegraphed to the Post Surgeon at Jack-
sonville, who informed the Commission of the emergency, and
also the fact of his utter inability to furnish any supplies of an
nature. The Commission immediately forwarded its stores, wi
a corps of efficient workers, under the direction of one to whom
such seenes were not unfamiliar. The first ten miles of this roll-
ing road was a foot-race, and quickly performed. The services
of the Commission on this field are represented by all as inestim-
able. Indeed, no other supplies were on the field. This fact is
universally acknowledged. Thus your readers, whose hands are
toiling to furnish means to alleviate suffering, can know that the
efficiency of their agents accomplished all that human effort
could to lighten suffering and strengthen the ebbing eurrent of
life. The Commisgion first met the wounded and saw the last
placed on the cars to leave for the hospital in Jacksonville. . This
brief notice is but a faint expression of remarks spontaneously
given, from the private to the highest in command.”

All this occurred as a matter of course in the regular way of
the Commission’s method of operation in that department of
the army. The Chief Inspector had promptly sent forward an
ample supply of “sanitary stores” and competent Relief Agents
to Jacksonville. He was ready to render aid to the Medical
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of our forces, the Sanitary Commission has practically esta-
blished the prineiple and usages of neufrality in respect to the
treatment of such persons.

The Commission’s concern for our disabled soldiers, wherever
they may be found in need of sanitary care or friendly aid, cannot
be essentially diminished at any point during the war ; and several
questions are now assnming great importance respecting the
more permanent wants of the disabled classes. To these ques-
tions the Commission must give increasing attention.

At an early period of the war the Commission’s methods of
Special Relief brought to light important facts relating to the
present system of invaliding and pensions. Indeed, the whole
subject of the sanitary and social welfare of the permanently én-
valid class pressed itself upon the attention of the Commission,
and in the month of August, 1862, the special inquiries upon
this subject took shape, and have been pursuned with increasing
~ interest until the present time. An associate member of dis-
tinguished ability, then undertook, without cost to the Board,
the work of personal inspection and inquiry respecting the mali-
dary invalid systems of Europe, and he has since reported very
fully npon the subject. Other associate members have been
giving continued attention to the study of the subject in its
various aspects at home, until conclusions well based and highly
important to the welfare of the ¢nvalid class, as well as to the
economical and gocial interests of the nation, have been reached.

That these inquiries were originally undertaken in the full
belief that the absorbing capacity and tendencies of our social
state and the patriotic spirit of each community, would render
great national Asylums or “FHotels des Invalides” unnecessary
and unsuited to our wants, is evident from the following passage
‘which we quote from a Document of the Commission, published
in the antumn of 1862 :* ;

* Document No. 49, Sanitary Commission.
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Meanwhile the great struggle for subduing the rebellion |
goes on with inereasing vigor, and the number of soldiers who
must receive Sanitary care and Special Relief in various ways
at the hands of the Commission, is continnally increasing. |

A brief statement must be made in this place respecting the
present plan of Sanitary aid in the Convalescent Camp near
Alexandria, Va.; and likewise respecting Fresh Supplies to the
great ITospitals in the Department of Washington. !

“ Camp Convalescent,” near Alexandria, will long live in the
memory of the thousands of soldiers who have tarried there asg
convalescents, preparing for their return to their regiments after
leaving the hospitals. It is now known as the “ Rendezvous of
Distribution,” and about the period that the Sanitary Commis-
sion commenced its labors there, it was popularly known among
goldiers as * Cainp Misery.” The frequent inspections and re-
ports for the benefit of Camp Misery had failed to reform its
sanitary and social condition. Several thousand feeble and
needy men from the hospitals were every week added to its
population, and as many thousands departed thence for the
field, or again to hospital. Under the direction of the military
authorities and Surgeon-General Hammond, a radical improve.
ment of the administration and medical care of the Camp and
its vast population was commenced, and for the Sanitary Com-
mission’s share in the work of reform there a lady was selected
as the Agent. A recent number of the “ Bulletin” refers to the
history of her labors as follows:

“ At the late quarterly meeting of the Commission, a very full
and interesting report was presented by Miss A. M. Bradley, the

their character and prospects; and what Federal provisions are under consider-
ation. Also, to tabulate and systematize the results of the inquiries pursued by
Mr. Olmsted, Mr. Perkins, and Dr. Ordronaux, in relation to this subject. 4t
“ Resolved, That under the advice of the Standing Committee, this Committee
have piwer to establish such experimental Sanitaria as they may think necessary,
to settle questions that cannot be reasonably determined on theoretical grounds.
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of such beneficiaries was over two thounsand. When it is re-
membered that the vast majority of these men were sufferin
from incurable disease, prostrated in strength, and rendere
excessively sensitive to all the trials and exposures of transporta-
tion, the valne of Miss Bradley’s services may be in some sense
appreciated. They were conveyed to Waghington in ambul-
ances, and transferred to the comfortable Lodges of the Com-
mission to await, in comparative ease and comfort, the comple-
tion, throngh Commission agents, of their discharge papers.
Many lives were thus saved and incalculable suffering pre-
vented.”

Similar labors are being carried on, upon a smaller scale, in
connection with other places of rendezvous and at the various
great centres where convalescents are gathered, but it is seldom
that a woman has found such a field of labor as that which is
occupied by Miss Bradley. Iler peculiar fitness for the duties
of “lady superintendent ” of hospital nursing and administra-
tion were proved in the Hospital Transports during the Penin-
sular campaign, and in her place at the Rendezvous of Distribu-
tion her labors have been above all praise. Recently, she has
started a weekly paper entitled © Zhe Soldiers’ Jowrnal,” of
which she is the Editress, and which is published for the moral
benefit of the convalescents and for the peeuniary benefit of the
children of deceased and disabled soldiers,

Lresh supplies for the General Hospitals.—The exhaunsted
and barren market of Washington being really incapable of
farnishing sunitable supplies daily for the extra diet of the great
hospitals in that district, the proper method of meeting so great
a want was regarded as a sanitary question, and it was settled
by establishing, in Philadelphia, a purchasing and forwarding
agency for the needed fresh supplies for those hospitals. The
business was commenced in June, 1863, by an official order
from the Medical Director to the officers of all the hospitals,
directing them to accept this voluntary channel of the Sanitary
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of the Commission, required fortunately far less by it than by
the land forces.

“In July the Commission communicated to Commodore
Wilkes its willingness to send semi-weekly a steamboat from
Ham}}mn Roads to the uppermost station of the James River
Flotilla, which should visit each gunboat and naval vessel, re-
ceive its sick, and care for them while in transit to the hospital
at Portsmouth, or elsewhere, at the pleasure of the Commodore.

“ The Blockading Squadron before Charleston, and the com-

mands of Admirals Farragut and Porter on the Mississippi, have,
on many an occasion, had reason to bless the kind 1?

home who projected and sustain the U. S. Sanitary Commission,
whose open hand is never withheld from the sufferers of either
service, when once their wants are known.

“ You recollect the oecasion when, during the bombardment
of Forts Jackson and St. Philip, below New Orleans, the Medi-
cal Officers of the navy were enabled, by the assistance of Dr.
Blake, the Commission’s Inspector, to establish at Pilot Town,
in the Southwest Passage, a hospital for the fleet, and to fur-
nish it liberally with sponges, chloroform, oiled silk, adhesive
plasters, bandages, lint, sheets, &e., &c., at a time when the desti-
tution of the fleet as regards these articles, were most complete.

“I pick up the ¢ Sanitary Reporter’ of Januar ls%ami read
that on a recent trip of the Sanitary steamer Clara Bell down
the Mississippi, the Commission’s agent made provision of fresh
vegetables to supply the wants of the U. 8. gunboats about
Vicksburg ; and between Natchez and New Orleans furnished
similar supplies to five others, the Osage, Chilicothe, Choctaw,
Lafayette, and Champion.

“While I am writing this letter a report comes in from a
Relief Agent of the Commission, who has recently visited the
naval stations at and about Key West, Florida.

“ I make a brief extract : ¢ We also found at Tortugas the gun-
boat , Capt. ——, commander, no surgeon on board, number
of men sixty-five. Capt. —— stated that there has been no vege-
tables on board during the past six weeks. Consequently, I
thought it proper to issue to the men a limited supply, which
was very gratetully received.’

“I have frequent reason to know that the officers of the navy
themselves do not share the opinions of those who think that the
Commission neglects the navy. That some of them at least feel
differently, is shown by the fact that on the first day of National
Thanksgiving the ofticers of the sloop-of-war Sarafoge made a gen-
erous offering in aid of the Treasury of the Commission, of whose
impartial beneficence they had been witnesses ; and by the other
fact that at the late Fair in aid of the Cincinnati Branch of the
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The promptitude, heartiness, and the encouraging words, with
which the leading Life Insurance Companies responded helped
the Commission at once to inaugurate its plans of practical
labors in camps and hospitals. The leading merchants of New
York had, immediately upon the organization of the Commis-
sion, started its Treasury, and their preliminary aid was followed
by contributions from the New England Life Insurance Com-
pany amounting to $1,000 ; from the New York Life Insurance
Company, $5,000; the Mutual Benefit Company $2,000; and
the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York, $3,000,
which has since been swelled to $9,000.* Other classes of busi-
ness men offered their counsel and aid at the beginning of the
Commission’s work, and having, in July, 1861, organized a
Central Finance Committee, they bade the Comissioners go on
vigorously with their plans.t k ;

# Various corporations have at times made very liberal contributions to the
Sanitary Treasury. The Banks in the city of New York made a contribution of
$16,900 in the summer of 1863 ; the Pacific Mail Steamship Company has given
4,500, the Erie R. R. Company has given $5,000, and the Hudson River R. R,
Company has contributed £5,000, to the Metropolitan Fair. These are worthy
examples. .

4 The following extract from that Financial Committee's first appeal, illustrates
the epirit of its spontaneous offer of aid and co-operation:

# # * #* «Nayer before, in the history of human benevolence, did a gra-
¢ioua Providence vouchsafe an opportunity for doing good on such a scale; to so
great a number; in so short a time; and with comparatively so little money, OF
the immense array of three hundréd thousand men now in arms in our defence—to
be swelled, if nccessary, to five hundred thousand—the experienced military and
medical members of the SBanitary Commission declare that omefifth, if not one-
fourth, who must otherwize perish, may be saved by proper care.

#* - * » * # * »

« Men and Women of New York! We beg you to awake to instant acti
Death is already in the breeze. Disease, insidious and inevitable, is now nten[i%
through the camps, on scorching plain, in midnight damp, menacing our dearest
treasure—the very flower of our nation’s youth. You surely will not permit them
thus ingloriously to perish. In the name of humanity and patriotism—in the name
alike of justice and manly generosity, bidding us save them who stake their lives
in saving us—in the name of the honored ancestors, who fought for the land we
live in—in the name of the Blessed Being, the friend on earth of the sick and the

sufferinz, we now commit this holy cause to your willing hearts, your helping
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the legal care of financial concerns. Proper vouchers and speei-
fications show precisely how all funds have been expended, and
these, after having been critically examined, are audited at each
stated session of the Board, while the requisitions, estimates, and
daily record of the various agents and employ¢s of the Commis-
sion are under constant revision by the Standing Committee and
other responsible officers. The rate of remuneration in the several
branches of active service under the Commission is considerably
below the average cost of similar work in ordinary avocations;
and, as has been recently stated by the President of the Board,*
“ these two hnndred men receive, on an average, $2 per day for
labor, which is, say half of it, highly skilled, sometimes of pro-
fessional eminence, and worth from five to ten times that
amount. Few of these men could be had for the money, but
they work for love and patriotism, and are content with a bare
support. The Board (all included, twenty-one in number)—
President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Medical Committee, Stand-
ing Committee—ygive their services and their time gratuitously.
They veceive nothing. Their traveling expenses alone are partly
wefunded them, and these arve trifling, excepting the case of one
or two who go frequently on tours of observation.”

The Sanitary Commission’s Relations with the © Christian
Commission” in the Army.—During the Peninsula campaign
and subsequently in the field hospitals at Antietam, the officers
and agents of the Sanitary Commission found “ Christian dele-
gates” laboring with much zeal and self-sacrifice for moral
welfare of the wounded and the sick. Consequently, after
proper counsel upon the subject of fraternal relations, and op-
portunities for co-operation with such ¢ Delegates,” the General

* See Dr. Bellows' Letter to Rev. H. W. Beecher, in Sanilary Commission
Bulletin, Feb. 15th, 1864.
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“ Also in my recent trip to Vieksburg, in the service of the
Christian Commission, I was at all points kindly received and
materially aided by the Sanitary Commission. My own feel-
ings—that the work of both Commissions, though wrought in
differeny departments, should be entirely co-operative—were
fully reciprocated by your agents at Cairo, Memphis, and on the
Bar% on Yazoo River.

“ My observations of your work on that Barge were very

leasant. I saw stores dispensed to needy applicants most
freely, and in surprising quantity and variety ; and when I got
back to the Bluffs, where the sick and wounded were coming
into the division hospitals, I found bedding with your mark
dried and canned fruit, and lemons and chickens, which could
have been furnished from no other source. I knew that, with-
out the timely help of the Sanitary Commission, there would
have been destitution, and consequent suffering, in many of
those hospitals.

“Iwant to bear testimony to the noble Christian philanthropy
of the men in charge of your Commission in that department.
I am persuaded they could not do that work from unworthy
motives. Money could not procure such services as you are
receiving, for instance, from ]gr Warriner at Vicksburg.

“Every week’s experience in my army work, bringing me
among the camps and through the hospitals, and giving an
opportunity, which I always improve, to look in at the different
quarters of your Commission, leads me to a continnally higher
estimate of the work you have on hand. I am satisfied that
gmlr system of distributing hospital supplies is the eorreet one.
Such large contributions as the people are making cannot be
handed over to the army on any volunteer system, unless it be
for a few days amid the emergencies of a severe battle. A
business involving such expenditure would be intrusted by a
business man only to permanent and responsible agents.

“ That among all your employés there shonld be no unworthy
man, is more than a reasonable mind can ask. The Christian
Commission and the Christian Church would go down under
that test. ; ‘

“ Let me close this letter of thanks, my dear brother, with my
daily prayer—a prayer which I learned in your Seldiers’ Home
in Louisville, and have often repeated since in the Soldiers’
Rest at Memphis, on the Barge in Yazoo River, in the Division
Hospitals under the guns of Vicksburg, in the Nashville Home
and Storeroom, and in the camps and hospitals at Murfrees-
borough ; a prayer fresh on my lips, as I have just come from
seeing w-:mnged and tyﬁhoid ]];atlents at Tullahoma and Win-
chester lifted from rough blankets and undressed from the soiled
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Commission, and already the work of the European Branch has
become well organized, and its agent has shipped most valuable
supplies to the Commission from the vineyards and storehouses
of Europe.® It has opened correspondence with the prominent
American residents in the various cities of the continent, and
also with the leading philanthropists of Europe, who, in becom-
ing interested in the progress of such an enterprise for humanity,
also become interested in the great results of our national
struggle.

American residents in Great Britain have likewise given
similar expression to their sympathy and aid for their fellow-
countrymen, and noble minded Englishmen have already sent
some munficient contributions to the Sanitary Treasury for our
sick and wounded soldiers. A British Branch of Supply in aid
of the United States Sanitary Commission, has been organized
upon a most promising basis ; and, like the Continental or Euro-
pean Branch, this movement has been at once spontaneous and
business-like.+ And while these foreign Branches correspond
in many respects with those that have sprung into existence in
our loyal States at home, they cannot fail, while directly aiding
to suceor the sick and wounded of the Federal army, at the same
time also to awaken increased regard for the welfare of our
country, and likewise engage the fraternal interests of the phil-
anthropic minds in all nations. Indeed there is good reason to
believe that the spirit and purposes of the United States Sanitary
Commission as well as its intelligence and example in the prac-
tical applications of sanitary science and humane succor in
armies, are already widely felt in Europe.

The.proceedings and spirit of the /nfernational Sanitary Con-
ference which was recently convened at Geneva, prove how
readily the progressive civilization and Christianity of our day

# See Appendix B, t See Appendix B,
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Articles of Hospilal Clothing, de.

Lint bbb, cas csnsnssas 563 |Jelly, jam..covenceceaas 17,987
Bandages, bbls.......... 1,053 Wine, bottles.........0. 13,247
Old cotton, “ bevseess «s 476 Condensed milk, Ibs....... 11,491
Dried fruit, ® V. ....ee. 1,245 Beef-stock, lbs..... % w1 L0
Vegetables, * Mroeoc ..., 4468 | Groceries. . vsvsviesn.ons 17,676
Fresh fruit, box i 238 | Pickles, gals, v veuansasnn 7,781
Faps. cown s . 10,088 | Lemonade, Ibs........... 8,072
|
The total estir .due [at wholesale and cost prices] is $655,837 00.

The amount o p Sap Oney received has been $36,805 71, all of which has
been expended in purchasing hospital supplies, and in “ speeial relief.”

These articles were received from more than twelve hundred towns and
villages with whose Aid Societies the Central Association had established
correspondence. At page 59 in this volume, the origin and purpose of
this Association have been mentioned, and no Bighe:- praise could be
awarded to its management than to state the fact that the original purpose
of aiding in the organization, methodizing, and most effectual applieation
of woman’s help in this war, has been steadily pursued and suceessfully car-
ried out in every particular. The abstract of receipts and shipments and the
catalogue of auxiliary Aid Societies, on the preceding page, present but an
imperfect idea of the arduous labor that has been performed in this Asso-
ciation. The correspondence, and the hard work of re-packing, assorting
and forwarding, which constitute the daily duties of its lady managers, at
their central office, have for nearly three years past presented scenes of
cheerful industry, intelligent care, and rigidly business-like system that
have won universal admiration and respect.

The Association has made but little effort to contribute pecuniary aid,
as the Sanitary Commission treasury is kept in New York. It has chosen
rather to become a direct and reliable channel and main artery to the
Commission’s department of Relief. Its services have been of untold value
to that department. The spirit in which its labors are pursued may be
judged by the following extract froin the last published repurt of its Ex-
ecutive Committee :

“When the time comes that we may rightfully lay aside the needle and
the pen, we shall be told it, and not until then bring this work to a close,
which it is our privilege as well as our duty to be engaged in.

“There is one result of the work of the Commission, not to be found in
any of the reports, not to be counted, nor weighed, nor measured, nor
seen. For two and a half years, while we have been filling the boxes and
forwarding them, enrolling ourselves as workers of the order of the * brown-
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Hingham, Mrs. R. T. P. Fiske. Ipswich, Mrs. Robert Southgate. Lan-
caster, Miss E. P. Russell. Lawrence, Mrs. G. A. Walton, Lezinglon,
Mrs, L. J. Livermore. Zowell, Mrs. G Herrick. ZLynn, Miss M, L,
Newhall. Mualden, Mrs. G, Wilson. Medford, Mrs. Eliza H. Carret,
Miiton, Mrs. F. Cunningham. Nentucket, Miss A. W. Gardner. New
Bedfurd, Mrs. Matt. Howland. Newburyport, Mrs. J. C. Marsh, Mrs A,
W. Miltimore, Mrs. Eben F, Stone. Newton, Mrs. Dr. Bigelow. North-
ampton, Miss M. Cochran, Mis. E. M. Daniels, Miss Lyman, N,
Bridgewater, Mrs. G Wilbour. North field, Mrs. John Mattoon. Pepperell
Mrs. Hannah F. Wallace, Mrs. John Buckingham, * Plymouth, Mrs. d
G. Davis.  Quiney, Mrs. Wm, Whitney. Rozbury, Mrs. A. D. Hod
Miss A. C. Lowell. Salem, Mrs. A. Huntington, Miss H. R.
Sheffield, Miss J. O. Ensign.  Somerville, Mrs, Charles Lowe. Tuunton,
Mirs. S. Southgate,  Wareham, Mys, A. C, Fish, Watertown, Mrs. L. W,
Titcomb., W  Brookfield, Mrs, H, Barnes. Westfield, Mrs., James
Fowler. West Tisbury, Miss Julia A. Coffin. Winchester, Mrs. C. P.
Curtis, jun.  Woburn, Mrs, 8. E. Davis. Worcester, Mrs. T. K. Earle,
Mrs. G. W. Richardson.

Ruope Istaxp.— Newport, Miss K. P. Wormley,
Coxnecricur.—Hart ford, Mrs, 8. J. Cowen.

This great Association was founded upon the basis which had been laid
“by the Boston Branch,” early in the history of the war, and like that
“ Branch” this larger body has proved to be a most munificent and faith-
ful auxiliary to the Commission’s department of Relief. The following
statement exhibits the amount and nature of supplies contributed during
the year 1863 :

Total of

Distributions.
Cotton shirts....... B o et v
Cotton drawers. ... ... R e e e 4 a4 K e RS T O SIERE
F|B.'IH‘J-G|EI]iI’tB.... ----------- B s e mE om s R R E s E R E R E BE R E PEERa 1?,1[’9
Flﬂ.nne‘. dl':-lW«El‘Bu.- ------------ B s s B b e BE AR R R e E R ]("ﬁ‘z*
Cotton-flannel ahirta, . o v snsnsnononennns o ain s e E e e seleibh RO
Cotton fannel Arawers, . o o's €64 ie Fhiesmdak ie s DS LN EEH0
Stockings........ s o aitpalrin it N PPRRPPRIE 5 R
BHP‘ETEH -------- P R R SRR = R R Poe s e e w s E s e m B oEE 14,946
Handkerchiefs. . ... v e AR Sie il « o o e Pt B T
Hittﬂﬂﬂ ------ BE S G E S & e s s s BEEY B A RS EEE TR PP 1155*
AVTApPemEaBaRiE I L e L i R T 3,650
Gﬂpﬁ- ------ o6 BB e s s e s e s B AN e Es s B s e amw AT R 2,19?
BIOTs. . voa0v e vl o ) 5 208 b GRS s ewanin ) 2008
Body-bandages, . ot b sisiene 2iivinassinantin snd s ol o4 =569
Ration and work-bags....... K e v s SN il oS 649
Fawels sl divide v BE e i b v o il R & b a0 TR S T
Cushionm Ak . s e b onBelh « &, « « s it S mRame o P udia b
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and during the two years, the total amount of expenditures for materials,
ete., was upwards of $98,000. The spirit of this excellent auxiliary is well
illustrated by their very complete system of effort throughout the towns
and villages of New England, and the sacred spirit of patriotism and hu-
manity that animates these mothers and daughters is beautifully expressed
in the concluding paragraph of the Society’s last Annual Report:

" - : 4 % Has not God given it to us, as a solemn
and a daily duty, to take care of His ‘sick and in prison,’ ‘bhungry,’
“thirsty,’ and ‘poor? There is but one answer. The responsibility is
plain. A large portion of our daily lives belongs o our country, in this
time of war. Let us freely offer such amount of physical power, working
for the common weal, as we deeply owe. Let us add to this our wisest
thought, our moral strength, and our tenderest sympathies, all consecrated
and harmonized by a deep religious purpose. . Let us remember that eve
one can do a share, larger or smaller, towards bringing the war lo an end,
as well as in the immediate work of carrying it on.”

The Sanitary Fair that was held by this New England Auxiliary brought
into its treasury $156,000, and nearly a third part of that sum was gener-
ously made over to the Central Treasury., Its office at Boston has become
the centre of a very complete and extended scheme of Special Relief for
the benefit of invalid and destitute soldiers in that city, or tn transitu. It
also maintains the daily service for attendance upon the railway ambulances
between New York and Boston.

“ Women's Relief Association of the City of Brooklyn?—This ex-
cellent association was organized during the autumn of 1862, and was
regarded as auxiliary to the Sanitary Committee of the Brooklyn War
Fund Committee, and practically it has proved to be one of the most valu-
able branches of supply to the Sanitary Commission. Its contributions
have been made through the depots of the Woman's Central Association
in New York ; consequently, ils abundant gifts have been included in the
aggregate statements of receipts by the latter. During the first five months
of its operations, viz., to May 1st, 1863, the Brooklyn Association expended
$10,6387 53 for materials for hospital clothing alone.

In no other city has greater harmony and success marked the history of
an association of this kind. At the date of its organization thirty churches
were represented by lady delegates, and soon nearly every religious eon-
gregation in that city was thus represented. The fruits of such hearty and
intelligent co-operation have been beautiful and surpassingly rich. The
Brooklyn Sanitary Fair was a marvel of success, and after sending to the
Sanitary Commission’s Treasury three hundred thousand dollars, the As-
gociation had a reserved fund of a hundred thousand dollars for the pur-
chase of materials to be werked into hospital supplies.
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labors and spirit in which he so nobly worked. A system of special re-
lief adapted to the wants of soldiers in transitu, or in the great military
hospitals at Philadelphia, was put in operation; a Hospital Directory es-
tablished, a Pension Agency and War Claim Office established, and a
very complete system of auxiliary organizations carried into effect through-
out a vast district of which that city is the centre.

With all its methods and purposes perfectly harmonious with those of
the Sanitary Commission, it aids all departments of sanitary work with
peculiar effectiveness and economy. The DBranch is composed of the As-
sociate Members of the Commission, and comprises many of the leading
physicians and philanthropic citizens, not a few of whom have rendered
signal aid as infirmiers volontaires at the battle fields. The names of
Platt, Furness, Stillé, Johnson, and Clement Barclay, will forever be re-
membered in connection with such labors.

The women of Philadelphia have organized very effectively, under the
general system proposed by the Branch, and have adopted the title of
“ The Women’s Pennsylvania Branch of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission.”
This branch reports that it now has auxiliaries as follows :

Constantly contributing Societies. ......... sesrasaness 200
Occasionally  do. 00| wxn s dioiais Wisiae i ot i SRR
Organized Aid [ PR s T e
Corresponding Associations...eesceeennssrsrecenanss 93

InﬂIl IIIII BEE RS e E s @ E W ".l'll"ll 89{
The “sanitary stores ” supplied through the agency of these co-opera=
tive associations, have been immense—exceeding $200,000 in value.

Officers of the Women's Branch: Mr, Caleb Cope, President and
Treasurer ; Mr. R, M. Lewis, Secretary.

Middletown at eleven o'clock at night, on the 17th of September, and proceeded
with his train of wagons to Boonsborough, and thence to Keedysville, and arrived
at ihe headguarters of thearmy at mine o'clock the next morning. His own modest
official report of his services omits mention of the fact that, as he came within
sound of the eannon, he quickened his nﬁead, driving the leading wagon bhimself,
and when darkness threatened to delay the train, be left it and walked n advance,
carrying a lantern, and compelling the reluctant drivers to follow.
* * *® * #* * # * " #* *

“But Mr. Platt's earnestness was not satisfied with mere direction and supersi-
sion. On the 20th of September, as the ambulances appeared bringing the suiferers
from the bloody field of Antietam, but unaccompanied by competent assistance for
their removal, Mr. Platt gave himself up for a long time to tﬂin arduous serviee,
carrving the wounded in his arms to places of shelter, and there rendering them
the tenderest offices of a nurse. Thus engrossed, he overtasked himself, and
through fatigue and exposure contracted the disease which, on the 22d November,
brought to a close, 1n his 37th year, his short but well-spent life,”
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the 27th of October, and that, if possible, $25,000 should be realized from
its sales. It was a novel experiment, but the hearts of the people were
quickly aroused with sympathy for its humane objects, so that when the
Fair had closed it was found that not $25,000, but nearly §90,000, had
been received in cash, besides much valuable property remaining unsold !

The history of that marvellous and significant union of the hearts of the
Northwest in the pioneer of the Sanitary Fairs, cannot be given in these
pages, but the following simple incidents will well illustrate how deeply the
spirit of the Fair and of home-love for the soldier and the flag, permeated
the popular mind :

“ The contributions to the Fair, to be sold for the benefit of our sick and
wounded soldiers, were large, were munificent, but it was this tore of
deep-seated earnestness which was largest. It was not merely what men
and women said and did, but the way the the thing was done, which car-
ried with it this impression of wholesale generosity of spirit. Delicately
wrought articles, such as usually adorn the tables of Fairs, the work of
ladies’ hands, were not wanting ; but then the farmers from miles and miles
around, kept coming in with their wagons by twenties, and fifties, and hun-
dreds, loaded down with their bulky farm produce ; others came leading
horses, or driving before them cows, or oxen, or mules, which they con-
tributed instead of money, of which, perhaps, they had none; others
brought live poultry which had been fed for months by the poor man’s
door; they brought this because they must bring something, and this was
all they had, Some wagons were loaded from rich dairies, with butter
and cheese by the ton. Then came great loads of hay from some distant
farm, followed by others just as large from farms farther off. The mechanics
brought their machines, and gave them in, one after another ;—mowing
machines, reapers, threshing machines, planters, pumps, fanning -mills—
until a new building, a great storehouse, had to be erected to receive them ;
and here were ploughs, and stoves, and furnaces, and mill-stones, and nails
by the hundred kegs, and wagons, and carriage springs,—ard axes, and
plate glass, and huge plates of wrought iron, (one the largest that was ever
rolled from any rolling-mill in the world,) block tin and enameled leather,
hides, boxes of stationery, and cases of boots, cologne by the barrel, native
wine in casks, purified eoal-oil by the thousand gallons—a mountain how-
itzer, a steel breech-loading cannon, a steam-engine made by the working
men in one of manufactories of engines in Chicago.

“Then loaded wagons came in long processions, toiling into the city from
far-off country places, benﬁng marks of frontier service, and the horses or
mules, Lngetgar with the drivers themselves, most of them told of wear.
Many of them were sun-burnt men, with hard hands and rigid features ;
and a careless observer would have said that there was surely nothing in
those wagons, as they passed, to awaken any sentiment. Yet something
there was about it all, which- brought tears to the eyes of hundreds, as the
old farmers with their heavy loads toiled by. Among the crowd of spee-
tators there was noticed a broad-shouldered Dutchman, with a face expres-
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for the ambulances and the hospitals, and let it be equally admitted, in
the most complete manner, for the personnel of the sanitary staff ( personnel
sanitaire officiel), for the infirmiers volontaires, for the country people who -
may go to assist the wounded, and for the wounded themselves, '

“ (. Let a uniform distinctive badge (signe) be recognized for the sani-
tary corps of all armies, or at least for the persons of the same army who

are attached to that service. Let a uniform flag (un drapeau idenligue)
be also adopted for ambulances and hospitals in aﬁ countries,” oLl

These conclusions, and the debates that preceded them in the Confer-
ence, have awakened profound interest throughout Europe. :

It appears that it was no part of the design of the Geneva Conference to
take up any of the great questions relating to the sanitary care of armies
excepting those leading points that relate to the succor of the men who
fall in battle—the humane and sanitary provision for the ambulanee and
field-hospital service ; and upon the questions that were raised respecting
the necessity or duty of great improvements in that service, the delegates
expressed most decided and harmonious sentiments. The presence of such
veteran campaigners and military surgeons as MM. Boudier, Unger, Bas-
ting, and Leceffler, enabled the most experienced class of delegates to pre-
sent in a strong, but true, light all the essential difficulties that stand in
the way of successfully utilizing the offering—personal and material—of
voluntary aid for the relief and care of the wounded in active armies. The
positions taken by the ablest and most experienced members of the Geneva
Conference, strongly corroborate and sustain the established policy and
works of the Uxrrep States Sasyrary Commissiox,

Henri Dunant, a citizen of Geneva, who was travelling as a tourist in
the regions occupied by the vast armies that met at Solferino and Ma-
genta, had his soul so stirred by the scenes of carnage and woe that he
witnessed there immediately upon the cessation of the conflict, that he

» deemed it a duty to humanity to offer such volunteered aid as he was
able to organize and putinto operation upon the spur of the occasion. The
record of that timely and merciful work is in the hearts of the multi-
tude of mutilated sufferers who, but for the succor which that noble man
and his obedient helpers rendered, would not now be able to recount
the scenes of the terrible battle field of Solferino.

Thus, naturally, this noble-hearted and earnest man, M. Dunant, was
led, by his brief and thrilling experience, to reflect upon the practica-
bility of calling into existence an organized national and infernational
scheme for applying the services of trained corps of voluntary nurses, so as
to se we a uniform system, rendered by study and experience superior, if
possible, to the hastily extemporized band of voluntary attendants, organ-
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upon this point. This treaty is not an isolated case, since examples may
be found in the history of more remote times, In the ‘order of St Jokn
of Jerusalem, there exist analﬂﬁuua souvenirs of the Sultan Saladin, and
may we not reasonably expect that in this civilized age, the sovereigns of
Europe would not willingly appear less humane and generous, than many
centuries ago was a Saracen Sultan of the desert.”

An experienced surgeon of the Austrian army, said he would call at-
tention to the fact that—

“Those persons who comprise the sanitary corps in the field, are mili-
tary persons and bear arms, which they only lay aside during the execu-
tion of their mission to the sick and wounded. They may be taken
prisoners wherever they are found, since this is the right of war, and as
njury is inflicted upon a hostile army by depriving it of its stores of sup-
plies and provisions, so also it may be made to suffer if deprived of the
whole or a part of its sanitary corps. Upon the field of battle, however,
those places where they deposit their arms to take care of the wounded,
should be considered by the enemy as sacred ; and to effect this, an inter-
national flag of a particular color should be raised ; and since this Confer-
ence has proposed a white badge with a red cross to designate the voluntary
nurses, let all places where the wounded and their attendant surgeons are
found be also indicated by a flag of this color. All nations have now
adopted a flag for their ambulances, but each has a flag of a different color.
It is white in Austria, red in Franee, yellow in Spain, in other eountries it
is black, and the soldiers composing the armies are only familiar with the
color of their own ambulances. This difficulty would be remedied if a
white flag with a red cross should float over the ambulances of all the
armies of Europe. In his [Dr. Unger's] opinion, the enemy must retain
the right fo make prisoners of military surgeons; but he must respect their
persons, and the places of asylum and succor upon the field of battle, the
ambulance, aud the hospital in the rear, indicated by tbe national flag,
shall be considered neutral.

Dr. Mannoir said he could not appreciate the motive which induces
Dr. Unger to suppose that the uneutrality of sanitary corps cannot be ae-
cepted. The history of war has never demonstrated that an army has
been destroyed, or a sovereign compelled to make peace, because such
army or sovereign had lost its sanitary corps. The only result of the loss
of the sanitary staff and supplies is, that the wounded ecannot receive
proper care, It is the soldier who suffers, and this is of no advantage to
the hostile army, as no general has ever hesitated to engage in battle from
such a motive. Moreover, Dr. Mannoir objected to what can only be con-
sidered a mere hypothesis on the part of Dr. Unger, for unfortunately
neither this Conference nor military surgeons possess the authority to de-
cide this question, and M. Mannoir affirms, as bis personal opinion, the
entire innocence of the neutrality of the sanitary service. He would, there-
fore, propose the following amendment ;

“ Conference, before adjourning, unanimously recommends :

% That the several States of Kurope co-operate in urging the neutrality
of persons who compose the sanitary staff of armies in the field, including
in this neutrality not only the staff actually in service, but the corps of
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have humanely undertaken to mitigate the woes they fear. And while it

has fallen to the lot of the UxiTep StaTEs Savirany Coussiown to pre-
sent the first complete example of voluntary means applied *“ to provide for
the insufficiency of the Sanitary service in armies,” the development and

progress of similar work in Europe is a subject in which all philanthrophie

minds feel mutually interested. The present state of this good work in

other nations will be beststated in this place by quoting the following brief
extracts from recent European journals

In * La Nation Suisse,” a daily journal in Geneva, of February 7th,
(1864,) it is stated that “the recommendations of the International Con-
ference have already been officially adopted by many European govern-
ments, the Federal Council of the Swiss Confederacy being first on the list.”

“ Prussia treats the question of neutrality diplomatically, and Denmark
is disposed to favor an international convention for the consideration of this
subject. In Germany the suggestions of M. Dunant bave everywhere en-
listed the warmest sympathies of the people, and the same is true in Swe-
den, where committees of ladies have been formed to prepare, collect and
forward woolen socks and other warm garments for the Danish soldiers,

* In anticipation of the war which threatens so many portions of Europe,
it becomes the duty of everyone to disseminate as widely as Pomb]a the
humane suggestions contained in the work entitled, mutrenw ¢ So ferino.

“ Let us still, however, indulge the hapa that the time will come when
the blood of the soldier shall no longer moisten the earth which the sweat
from the brow of the laborer should alone moisten.”

In “ Le Moniteur de ' Armée,” a leading military journal in France, of
February 11th, 1864, we find the following statement, including the copy
of a letter from the French Emperor to M. Dunant :

“ Sir,—The EMperor has acquainted himself with the resolutions adopted
by the International Conference recently convened at Geneva, under the
presidency of GExEraL Durour, for the Purpn-sa of considering the ques-
tiFn DFIinternational efforts for the relief of soldiers wounded upon the field
0 batt- Lo

“ His Majesty heartily approves of the object of the Conference and
the resolutions odopled for its accomplishment. He desires to co-o
rate with you in your work by authorizing the formation of the relief com-
mittee which you propose to appoint at Paris, and wishes you to be assured
of all the sympathy with which he regards this effort.

“The Emperor has, moreover, commissioned me to communicate to the
Marshal Minister of War his desire that he should authorize the appoint-
ment of some officers of high rank to a place upon the committee that you
propose to organize.

“] pray you to accept my assurances of devotion,

“The Colonel Aid- da—ﬂamp,
Favre.”
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F. Report on Amputations,

G. Report on Amputations through the Foot and at the Anklejoint.

H. Report on Venereal Diseases, with special reference to Practice in
the Army and Navy.

J. Report on Pneumonia.

K. Report on Continued Fevers.

L. Excision of Joints for Traumatic Causes.

M. Report on Dysentery.

N. Report on Seurvy.

0. Report on Nature and Treatment of Fractures in Military Surgery.

P. Report on Nature and Treatment of Miasmatic Fevers,

Q. Report on Nature and Treatment of Yellow Fever.

R. Hemorrbage from Wounds,

. Control and Prevention of Infectious Diseases in Camps, Transports,
and Hospitals.

To the great number of medical officers who have entered upon service
in the field, this well-considered gift of a portable professional Zibrary
has been of inestimable benefit; and there can be no doubt that it has
been the means of greatly improving the medical and hygienic service in
our armies, The fact should here be mentioned, that the Medical Bureau has
adopted a liberal plan for supplying to every military surgeon a larger and
better assortment of standard medieal books than was formerly allowed.
But the Sanitary Commission’s Monographs are indispensable to the in-
experienced and to the overtasked medical officer, and their intrinsic merits
have already won very high encomiums from the medieal press at home,
and in foreign countries,

We have not space in this place for the catalogue of the current publi-
cations which the Commission has continued to issue, upon the ordinary
business, results, and plans of the various branches of the work, as it pro-
gresses, These publications are numbered, usually, according to the
dates of issue, and may be regarded as constituting a kind of record in out-
line of the progress of the Commission’s work. The publications of the 24
Class are numbered as permanent documents, and several of them bave
passed through large editions. These now number between 70 and 80.

The 3d Class of publications comprises all the ordinary and transient
printing that is found necessary in management of the affairs of the Com-
mission. Uuvder this head may also be included the publication of the
¢ Sanitary Reporter” and the Sanitary Commission Bulletin,
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the statistical evidence that even during the first three years experience of
that reform, viz., 1859, 1860 and 1861, the mortality among the “in-
fantry of the line serving at home ” was diminished from 17.90 deaths to
1,000 living, to 8.56 to the 1,000, which is less than half the standard
death-rate previous to the reform.* Truly does Miss NicumiNcaLE re-
mark that the “faithful records of all wars are records of preventable suf-
fering, disease and death. It is needless to illustrate this truth, for we all
know it. DBut it is only from our latest sorrow, the Crimean catastrophe,
that dates the rise of any sanitary administration in this country,” (Great
Britain.)

The latest returns of sickness and mortality in the British forces at those
permanent stations abroad where the losses have always been quite uni-
form, present to us the most remarkable results, confirming all that Lord
Herbert, Miss Nightingale, and the advocales of Sanitary reform ever
claimed, and proving that the work and purpose of the Sanitary Commis-
sion of our own army are based upon soundest reasoning and the most
philanthropic designs. We quote the following illustration of the latest
results of life-saving in the British army by means of simple sanitary im-
provements in camps, barracks, hospitals, and the care of troops.

“The last official returns of sickness and mortality among the British
forces present the best argument upon this subject. In Jamaica, the death
rate from disease has fallen, since the recent reform was carried into effect,
from 260 per 1,000 to 20 ; in Trinidad, from 106 to 0 (in 1860); in Bar-
badoes, from 58 to 6; in St. Lucia, from 122 to 1; in British Guiana,
from 74 to 6 in Canada, from 16 to 10; in Nova Scotia, from 15 to 7;
in Newfoundland, from 11 to 4 ; in Bermuda, from 28 to 8; in Gibraltar,
from 11 to 7; in Malta, from 15 to 10 ; in Ionia, from 15 to 7.”%*

Here we see the mortality reduced at ten military stations from 70.5 to
the 1,000 living, to 6.9. Let us now look at a summary of the results of
the British Sanitary Commission’s work in the Crimea during the years
1855-6.

For the following brief synopsis of the resulis of the operations of the
British Sanitary Commission in the Crimea, we are indebted to a member
of the U. 8. Banitary Commission.

The following tables exhibit the total and comparative statistics of sick-
ness and mortality in the British Army in the Crimean campaign, and the
rate per cent. of the diseases and deaths of all the forces, for, I1st. A period
of six months just previous to and at the commencement of the works of

* See North American Review, April, 1864,
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That this wonderful improvement in health, which was the salvation o
the DBritish forces in the Crimea, was directly and pesitively dependent upon
Sanitary works and preventive hygienic measures, is a fact confessed alike
by the military and medical officers of those forces.

And in further corroboration of that fact, it should be stated that while
the British troops were thus being rescued from the fatal diseases that had
threatened to make their encampment a Golgotha, the French camps,
though located more favorably, and within a rifle’s range of the British,
continued to grow more and more sickly during all the time of the grand
imprevement in the camps of their allies. In the latter, the best Sanitary
regulations were introduced and rigidly enforced by a Sanitary Board,
while in the former (the French camps) such regulations were utterly
neglected, *““until,” as a distinguished historian of the war has said, * with
the French army, peace become a military necessity.”

The Crimean Saxmrary Commisston consisted of three gentlemen, viz.,
Dr. Surnernanp, Dr. Mivroy, and Mr. RawLessox, a civil enginneer.
Each of these Commissioners had, for several years, made Sanitary Science
and ils applications, a special study., They proceeded to the Crimea in
April, 1855, taking with them upwards of thirty skilled assistants and
laborers, together with such implements and apparatus as they knew would
be required in the ventilation and sewerage of hospitals and barracks, the
cleansing and draimage of encampments, and the purification or disinfec-
tion of transports and ships. Among these means were pipe tubing, drain-
age-pipes, filters, ten thousand square feet of perforated zine plates for
ventilation, hinges, pulleys, window fixtures, a ship load of peat charcoal,
ete., efe.  Immediately upon arrival on the Bosphorus and in the Crimea,
the Sanitary works were commenced ; first by thorough cleansing, both
within and without, the hospitals, barracks, and tents, and in these works
nearly one hundred men were employed for many months; old sewers
were cleaned and flushed ; new drains were made ; surface filth, refuse, and
decaying materials, by thousands of cartloads, were removed, and such
sources of offence as could not be removed were deeply covered with dry
earth and peat charcoal. Water courses, springs, and the water supply
were cleansed and controlled ; the tents and camping grounds were rigidly
inspected and purified, and an abundant supply of fresh air and pure water
was everywhere sec ured in hospital and in camp, and, so far as practicable
the diet and general comfort of the soldiers were improved.

The results of this simple and inexpensive labor astonished the world,
though Sanitary science has always promised, and its advocates prophesied,
just such results,












































































