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THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.

By G. BrowN GOODE.

HE name of the Smithsonian Institution is a household
word in America, while in every center of intellectual
activity abroad, it is regarded as the chief exponent of

the scientific thought of the people of the United States, thus
representing that which is deemed in other lands to be the
chief glory of our nation; for, whatever may be thought of
American art and literature, or of American institutions in
general, the science of America is everywhere accepted as
sound, vigorous and progressive.*

[ts activities are, however, not limited to science, but
embrace every branch of human knowledge.

The Smithsonian Institution, although it bears the name of
a foreigner, has for half a century been one of the most impor-
tant agencies in the intellectual life of our people. It has been
a rallying point for the workers in every department of scien-
tific and educational work, and the chief agency for the free
exchange of books, apparatus of research and of scientific in-
telligence between this and other countries. Its publications,

*THiz PUBLICATION s intended to serve as a “descriptive label' to accompany
the collective exhibit of the Smithsonian Institution and its dependencies. It is based
upon my essay on THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, printed in 188z, in "“The Chautau-
quan' (Vol. ¥, pp. 275-79), and upon later writings, especially ““The Origin of the
National Scientific and Educational Institutions of the United States’" (Report Ameri-
can Historical Association, 188, pp: 53-100); ““I'he Genesiz of the National Museum'
(Smithsonian Report, 18g1, IT, pp. 273-380) and the article ** Smithsonian Institution™
in Johnson's Cyclopedia, new edition (Vol, VII, 1895).
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CHIEF JUSTICE FULLER

CHANCELLOR OF THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

FROM A PHOTOORARH By G, M. BELL






















































SAMUEL PIERPONT LANGLEY
THIRD SECRETARY OF THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
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