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OF SELBORNE, fi

years, that the oak was distinguished by the title of The
Raven Tree. Many were the attempts of the neighbouring
youths to get at this eyry: the difficulty whetted their
inclinations, and each was ambitious of surmounting the
arduous task., But, when they arrived at the swelling, it
jutted out so in their way, and was so far beyond their
grasp, that the most daring lads were awed, and acknow-
ledged the undertaking to be too hazardous. So the ravens
built on, nest upon nest, in perfect security, till the fatal
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THE RAVYEN.

day arrived in which the wood was to be levelled. 1t was
m the month of February, when those birds usually sit.
The saw was applied to the butt, the wedges were inserted
into the opening, the woods echoed to the heavy blows of
the beetle or mallet, the tree nodded to its fall; but still
the dam sat on. At last, when it gave way, the bird was
flung from her nest; and, though her parental affection
deserved a better fate, was whipped down by the twigs,
which brought her dead to the ground.
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places they are reduced sixteen or eighteen feet beneath
the level of the fields ; and after floods, and in frosts, ex-
hibit very grotesque and wild appearances, from the tangled
roots that are twisted among the strata, and from the tor-
rents rushing down their broken sides; and especially
when those cascades are frozen into icicles, hanging in all
the fanciful shapes of frost-work. These rugged gloomy
scenes affright the ladies when they peep down into them

HOLLOW LANE AND BRIDGE, NEAR NORTON,

from the paths above, and make timid horsemen shudder
while they ride along them ; but delight the naturalist with
their various botany, and particularly with the curious
Filices with which they abound.

The manor of Selborne, was it strictly looked after, with
all its kindly aspects, and all its sloping coverts, would
swarm with game; even now, hares, partridges, and
pheasants abound; and in old days woodcocks were as
plentiful. There are few quails, because they more affect















13 NATURAL HISTORY

royalty consists entirely of sand covered with heath and
fern ; but is somewhat diversified with hills and dales, with-
out having one standing tree in the whole extent.! In the
bottoms, where the waters stagnate, are many bogs, which
formerly abounded with subterraneous trees; though Dr.
Plot says positively,® that there never were any fallen trees
hidden in the mosses of the southern counties. But he was
mistaken ; for I myself have seen cottages on the verge of
this wild district, whose timbers consisted of a black hard
wood, looking like oak, which the owners assured me they
procured from the bogs by probing the soil with spits, or
gome such ingtruments ; but the peat is so much eut out,
and the moors have been so well examined, that none
has been found of late.” Besides the oak, I have also been

1 At the present time nearly 1,500 acres are enclosed and planted,
chiefly with oak, larch, and Scotch fir ; and the large size to which many
of the firs have attained, proves how well adapted the soil is for that
kind of timber. Outside the enclosures seedling firs are springing up
rapidly ; and year by year as the wind scatters the seeds, the area of
the woodland increases, so that in time were the trees not felled or
burned, they would extend over the whole of the district comprised in
the “forest.”

During the hot summer of 1864, a terrible conflagration oceurred,
and was supposed to have been the work of incendiaries. 540 acres in
Longmoor, and 170 in Brimstone Wood were destroyed before the fire
burnt itself out. The amount of game destroyed, as may be supposed,
was commensurate with the destruction of its haunts,—Ep.

2 See his History of Staffordshire.—G. W.

3 Old people have assured me that, on a winter's morning, they
have discovered these trees, in the bogs, by the hoar frost, which lay
longer over the space where they were concealed than on the surround-
ing morass. Nor does this seem to be a fanciful notion, but consistent
with true philosophy. Dr. Hales saith, * That the warmth of the
earth, at some depth under ground, has an influence in promoting a
thaw, as well as the change of the weather from a freezing to a thawing
state, is manifest from this observation, viz. Nov. 29, 1731, a little
gnow having fallen in the night, it was, by eleven the next moring,
mostly melted away on the surface of the earth, except in several
places in Bushy Park, where there were drains dug and covered with
earth, on which the snow continued to lie, whether those drains were
full of water or dry ; as also where elm-pipes lay under ground; a plain
proof this, that those drains intercepted the warmth of the earth from
ascending from greater depths below them : for the snow lay where the
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shown pieces of fossil wood of a paler colour, and softer
nature, which the inhabitants called fir: but upon a Ill'i{:l_".l
examination, and trial by fire, I could discover nothing

PARTRIDGE.

resinous in them ; and therefore rather suppose that they
were parts of a willow or alder, or some such aquatic

tree.!

— e = ——— e ——m e

drain had more than four feet depth of earth over it. It continued
also to lig on thatch, tiles, and the tops of walls.” See Hule's Hema-
statics, p. 360.—Quere, Might not such observations be reduced to
domestic use, by promoting the discovery of old obliterated drains and
wells about houses; and, in Roman stations and campe, lead to the
finding of pavements, baths, and graves, and other hidden relics of
curious antiquity *—G. W,

See alzo the letter to Daines Barrington, numbered LXI. ; in which
the effects of the short but intense frost of 1768 are described.—Enp.

1 A more recent instance of the occurrence of bog-oak is recorded
in Letter LIX. to Daines Barrington : and probably the stock is by ne
means yet exhausted. In addition to the oak, fir and birch are dlso
found. They are in various stages of carbonization, dependent on their
position, or, in other words, on the length of time during which they
have been subjected to the action of moisture and pressure. Above
the peat is a layer of sand of eighteen inches or two feet in thickness.
On the top of this rests a thick layer of turf; consisting of the hlended
roots of many generations of heath and other plants, and approaching,
in its lower part, to the character of the genuine bop. It is from this
compact layer that the _umjl}ril-:f of the larger trunks are obtained.

—Eb,
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This lonely domain is a very agreeable haunt for many
sorts of wild fowls, which not only frequent it in the winter,
but breed there in the summer; such as lapwings, snipes,
wild-ducks, and, as I have discovered within these few
years, teals. Partridges in vast plenty are bred in good
seasons on the verge of this forest, into which they love to
make excursions: and in particular, in the dry summers of
1740 and 1741, and some years after, they swarmed to such

BLACK GROUSE.

a degree, that parties of unreasonable sportsmen killed
twenty and sometimes thirty brace in a day,

But there was a nobler species of game in this forest,
now extinet, which I have heard old people say abounded
much before shooting flying became so common, and that
was the heath-cock, or black game. When I was a little
boy I recollect one coming now and then to my father’s
table. The last pack remembered, was killed about thirty-five
years ago ; and within these ten years one solitary gray hen
was sprung by some beagles in beating for a hare. The
sportsman cried ouf, * A hen pheasant ;” but a gentleman
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suspecting that a calf new-fallen was deposited in a certain
spot of thick fern, went with a lurcher to surprise it, when
the parent-hind rushed out of the brake, and, taking a vast
spring with all her feet close together, pitched upon the
neck of the dog, and broke it short in two.

-Another temptation to idleness and sporting was a num-
ber of rabbits, which possessed all the hillocks and dry
places ; but these being inconvenient to the huntsmen, on
account of their burrows, when they came to take away the
deer, they permitted the country people to destroy them all.

Such forests and wastes, when the allurements to irregu-
larities are removed, are of considerable service to neigh-
bourhoods that verge upon them, by furnishing them with
peat and turf for their firing, with fuel for the burning their
lime, and with ashes for their grasses, and by maintaining
their geese and their stock of young cattle at little or no
expense.

The manor farm of the parish of Greatham has an ad-
mitted claim, T see (by an old record taken from the Tower
of London), of turning all live stock on the forest, at proper
seasons, bidentibus exceptis.' The reason, I presume, why

! For this privileze the owner of that estate used to pay to the king
annually seven bushels of oats.—G. W.
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red deer of Wolmer ever known to haunt the thickets or

glades of The Holt." .
At present the deer of The Holt are much thinned and

S

FALLOW DEER.

reduced by the night-hunters, who perpetually harass them
in spite of the efforts of numerous keepers, and the severe
penalties that have been put in force against them as often

1 Mr. Bennett has pointed out that there could scarcely be two situ-
ations more dissimilar than The Holt and Wolmer Forest. The Holt
is on the ganlt, and has all the richness of meadow and nobleness of oak
wood that distinguish that formation. It consequently offered to the
fallow deer, while they remained on it, plentiful grazing, abundance of
browzing, and open and sheltered glades; advantages suited to the
habits of that half domesticated race, introduced into this country by
man, and still requiring at his hands ecare and protection. Wolmer
Forest, on the lean and hungry sand, searcely affords any grass, and has
no high covert ; and the red deer attached to it would have been limited
for their provender almost exclusively to the lichens, the heath tops,
and the twigs of the very few stunted bushes that occur here and there
on its surface : retirement could only have been obtained for them by
plunging into the unfrequented hollows interposed between its ridges.
The more tender and exotic deer was placed, and it might have secemed
almost naturally, in the richer and more sheltered forest of The Holt ;
the hardier and native race subsisted on the coarse fare of the dreary
and cheerless waste of Wolimer.—Ep.















36 NATURAL HISTORY

mice which I mentioned to you in town. The person that
brought me the last says they are plenty in harvest, at
which time I will take care to get more; and will endeavour
to put the matter out of doubt, whether it be a nondescript
gpecies or not.

- I suspect much there may be two species of water-rats.
Ray says, and Linngeus after him, that the water-rat is web-
footed behind. Now I have discovered a rat on the banks
of our little stream that is not web-footed, and yet is an
excellent swimmer and diver: it answers exactly to the
Mus amphibius of Linneeus (see Syst. Nat.), which he says,
“natat in fossis et urinatur.” 1 should be glad to procure
one “ plantis palmatis.”” Linngeus seems to be in a puzzle
about his Mus amphibius, and to doubt whether it differs
from his Mus terrestris ; which, if it be, as he allows, the
“ Mus agrestis capite grandi, brachyuros,” of Ray, is widely
different from the water-rat, both in size, make, and
manner of life.!

As to the Falco, which I mentioned in town, I shall take
the liberty to send it down to you into Wales; presuming
on your candour, that you will excuse me if it shounld
appear as familiar to you as it is strange to me. Though
mutilated, qualem dices . . . anfehac fuisse, tales cum sint
reliquice |

! Willughby was the originator of the confusion alluded to, as
pointed out by Mr. Bennett in a note to this passage. He described
the water-rat as having its toes connected together by intervening
webs ; and his description was published by Ray in the * Synopsis
Quadrupedum.” Linngus, believing that such authorities were to be
relied on, admitted into several editions of his ¥ Fauna Suecica™ a rat-
like animal, having its hinder feet webbed. Subsequently, however,
he referred to it as of donbtful existence, as being perhaps inaccurately
described, and as probably to be referred to his Mus terrestris.  Wil-
lughby's error no doubt was occasioned by his having assumed from a
certain habit that a certain structure which he regarded as indicated by
it must necessarily be coexistent with it.

The Mus agrestis capile grandi, brachyuros, of Ray, is the short-
tailed field monse or vole, Arvicola agrestis, Lixx.; the water rat, or
rather water vole, being the Are. amphibia, Desm. The hybernaculum,
or winter nest of the water vole, is described later by White in hix
twenty-sixth letter to Pennant.—Enp.
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In my outlet; but were frighted and persecuted by idle
boys, who would never let them be at rest.!

Three gros-beaks (Lowia coccothraustes)® appeared some
years ago in my fields, in the winter; one of which I shot :

THE HOOFOE.

since that, now and then, one is occasionally seen in the
same dead season.

1 The hoopoe is an irregular spring and autumn visitant to this
country. It has occasionally nested here, and would do so, no doubt,
more frequently if unmolested. Colonel Montagu states, in his
“ Ornithological Dictionary,” that a pair of hoopoes began a nest in
Hampshire, but being disturbed forsook it, and went elsewhere ; and Dr.
Latham, in the Supplement to his * General Synopsis,” has referred to
a young Hoopoe in nestling plumage, which was shot in this country in
May. A pair nested for several years in the grounds of Pennsylvania
Castle, Portland (¢f. Garland, * Naturalist,” 1852, p. 82), and
according to Mr. Turner, of Sherborne, Dorsetshire, the nest has been
taken on three or four occasions by the school-boys from pollard
willows on the banks of the river at Lenthay. The birds were known
to the boys as “hoops.” Mr. Jesse, in a note to this passage in his
edition of the present work, states that a pair of hoopoes bred for many
years in an old ash tree in the grounds of a lady in Sussex, near
Chichester.—Ep.

2 Coccothraustes vulgaris of modern systematists.
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A cross-bill (Lozia curvirostra) was killed last year in
this neighbourhood.!

Qur streams, which are small, and rise only at the e.nd of
the village, yield nothing but the bull’s head or miller’s
thumb (Gobius fluviatilis capitatus), the trout (Lrutic

CROSSBILL:

fluviatilis), the eel (Anguilla), the lampern (Lampetra
parva et fluviatilis), and the stickle-back (Pisciculus
aculeatus)

We are twenty miles from the sea, and almost as many

1 In the fourth volame of the “ Zoological Journal,” and subsequently
in the second volume of his “ History of British Birds,” Mr. Yarrell
published an excellent account of the muscles by which the singular
beak and tongue of the cross-bill are made to serve the peculiar
purposes for which they are designed.—En.

* These names were derived from Ray's “ Synopsis Avium et Pizcium."”
The more modern nomenclature, as adopted by Yarrell in his * History
of British Fishes,” i8 as follows :—The river bull-head or miller's-thumb,
Clottus gobio ; the trout, Salmo fario; of eel three species are admitted
by Yarrell as indigenous to this country, the Sharp-nosed, Anguilla
acutirostris, the Broad-nosed, A. latirostris, and the Snig, A. mediorostris;
but the first and third are now regarded as identical, whilst the second
is a8 much a marine as a fresh-water species; the Lampern, Pefromyzon
Sluviatilis; and the Common Stickleback (there are several species),
Gasterostens aculeatus,—Ep.
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from a great river, and therefore see but little of seabirds.
As to wild fowls, we have a few teams of ducks bred in the
moors where the snipes breed ; and multitudes of widgeons
and teals in hard weather frequent our lakes in the forest.

Having some acquaintance with a tame brown owl, I find
that it casts up the fur of mice, and the feathers of birds, in
pellets, after the manner of hawks: when full, like a dog, it
hides what it cannot eat.

The young of the barn-owl are not easily raised, as they
want a constant supply of fresh mice: whereas the young of
the brown owl will eat indiscriminately all that is brought;
snails, rats, kittens, puppies, magpies and any kind of
carrion or offal.

The house-martins have eggs still, and squab-young.
The last swift I observed was about the twenty-first of
August ; it was a straggler.

Red-starts, fly-catchers, white-throats and Reguli non
eristati, still appear ;* but I have seen no blackeaps lately.

I forgot to mention that I once saw, in Christ Church
College quadrangle in Oxford, on a very sunny warm
morning, a house-martin flying about, and settling on the
parapets, so late as the twentieth of November.

At present I know only two species of bats, the common
Vespertilio murinus® and the Vespertilio auritus.”

T was much entertained last summer with a tame bat,
which would take flies out of a person’s hand. If you gave
it any thing to eat, it brought its wings round before the
mouth, hovering and hiding its head in the manner of birds

1 By Reguli non eristati are intended the three species of “ willow-
wrens,” as they are generally called, and to which allusion has been
already made.—EnD.

2 The common pipistrelle and the long-eared bat. In giving to the
former, however, the specific name murinus White fell into a, mistake
which many others have since made. V. murinus being the common
bat of the Continent, it was assumed that the common bat of this country
must be the same species, and Pennant having once stated such to be
the case, every subsequent writer on bats copied the mistake. It was
left to the Rev. Leonard Jenyns to correct this long established error,
anid he has done so most satisfactorily in a paper published in the 16th
vol. of the ¥ Linnean Society’s Transactions.”—LEDb.
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I have procured some of the mice mentioned in my for-
mer letter,” a young one and a female with young, both of
which I have preserved in brandy. From the colour, shape,
size and manner of nesting, I make no doubt but that the

THE HAEVERT MOUSE.

gpecies is nondescript. They are much smaller, and more
slender, than the Mus domesticus medius of Ray ; and have
more of the squirrel or dormouse colour: their belly is
white ; a straight line along their sides divides the shades
of their back and belly. They never enter into houses, are
carried into ricks and barns with the sheaves, abound in
harvest, and build their nests amidst the straws of the corn
above the ground, and sometimes in thistles. They breed
as many as eight at a litter, in a little round nest composed
of the blades of grass or wheat.

One of these nests I procured this autumn, most artifi-
cially plaited, and composed of the blades of wheat, per-
fectly round, and about the size of a cricket-ball, with the

body of a dirty yellow colour, but with the usual black bars. See Pen-
nant, * Brit. Zool." 1768, p. 560. It was shot in the edjoining parish of
Faringdon.—Ep.

1 Letter X. pp- 345, 36.
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Some birds, haunting with the missel-thrushes, and feed-
ing on the berries of the yew-tree, which answered to the
description of the Merula forquata,' or ring-ouzel, were
lately seen in this neighbourhood. I employed some people
to procure me a specimen, but without success.?

Query —Might not canary birds be naturalized to this
climate, provided their eggs were put, in the spring, into
the nest of some of their congeners, as goldfinches, green-
finches, &c.? Before winter, perhaps, they might be hard-
ened, and able to shift for themselves.

About ten years ago, I used to spend some weeks yearly
at Sunbury, which is one of those pleasant villages lying on
the Thames, near Hampton Court. In the autumn, I could
not help being much amused with those myriads of the
swallow kind which assemble in those parts. But what
struck me most was, that from the time they began to con-
gregate, forsaking the chimneys and houses, they roosted
every night in the osier-beds of the aits of that river. Now
this resorting towards that element, at that season of the
year, seems to give some countenance to the northern opinion
(strange as it is) of their retiring under water. A Swedish
naturalist is so much persuaded of that fact, that he talks,
in his ““ Calendar of Flora,” as familiarly of the swallow’s
going under water in the beginning of September as he
would of his poultry going to roost a little before sunset.®

An observing gentleman in London writes me word, that
he saw a house-martin, on the twenty-third of last October,
flying in and out of its nest in the Borough. And I myself,
on the twenty-ninth of last October (as I was travelling
through Oxford) saw four or five swallows hovering round
and settling on the roof of the county hospital.

Now, is it likely that these poor little birds (which, per-
haps, had not been hatched but a few weeks) should, at that
late season of the year, and from so midland a county,

! Turdus torquatus, Linngeus. 2 See Letters XIIIL and XX,
3 Btillingfleet's “ Calendar of Flora,” Swedish and English, made in
1755, and published in 1761.—Eb.
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LETTER XIII.

TO THOMAS PENNANT, ESQUIRE.

SELBORKE, Jan. 22, 1768,

in one of your former letters you expressed
the more satisfaction from my eorre-
spondence on aceount of my living in the
most southerly county; so now I may

=A%) return the compliment, and expeet to have
my b}ﬁ:urmmtjr gratified by your living much more to the
nor

CHAFFINCH.

For many years past I have observed that towards
Christmas vast flocks of chaffinches have appeared in the
fields ; many more, I used to think, than could be hatched
in any one neighbourhood. But, when I came to observe
them more narrowly, I was amazed to find that they seemed
to me to be almost all hens. I communicated my suspicions
to some intelligent meighbours, who, after taking pains
about the matter, declared that they also thought them all
mostly females ; at least fifty to one. This extraordinary
occurrence brought to my mind the remark of Linnseus;







48 NATURAL HISTORY

winter. Quails crowd to our southern coast, and are often
killed in numbers by people that go on purpose.

Mr. Stillingfleet, in his Tracts, says that, ¢ if the wheat-
ear ((Enanthe)' does not quit England, it certainly shifts
places ; for about harvest they are not to be found, where

WHEATEAR.

there was before great plenty of them.” This well accounts
for the vast quantities that are caught about that time on
the South Downs near Lewes, where they are esteemed a
delicacy. There have been shepherds, I have been credibly

! Sazicola enanthe (Linn.) The popular name “ wheatear™ appears to
have been originally local and confined tothe South Downs. Elsewhere
it is called “ fallow-chat™ and * white-tail.” Willughby, referring to
this bird, calls it * the fallow-smick, in Sussex the wheatear, because
the time of wheat-harvest they wax very fat." Many other derivations
of the name, however, have been suggested, amongst others the follow-
ing is perhaps as plausible as any. Those who are acquainted with
the wheatear, knpw that the basal half of the tail is white, and that as
the bird moves, this white patch is very conspicuous. * Wheat” may
easily be a corruption of * whit" or * white,” and as regards the * ear,”
if we affix the * e" instead of prefixing it, and insert a penultimate
letter, we have the substantive by which our Saxon forefathers would
have described that portion of the anatomy which is white. This view
receives some support from the spelling adopted by the earlier English
writers (¢f. Chaucer's © Miller's Tale™), and Mr. Bennett has sug-
gested that * Hwiteers™ may possibly have been its Saxon name. In
France to this day the bird is called * cul-blanc."—Ep.
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Mr. Ray observed that, at Malta, the owners slit up the
nostrils of such asses as were hard worked ; for they, being
naturally straight or small, did not admit air sufficient to
serve them when they travelled, or laboured in that hot
climate. And we know that grooms, and gentlemen of the
turf, think large nostrils necessary, and a perfection, in
hunters and running horses. Oppian, the Greek poet, by
the following line, seems to have had some notion that stags
have four spiracula.

Terpadupor piveg, migupes Tvowfoe Slavior.
“ Quadrifida nares, quadruplices ad respirationem canales.”
Oep. Cyn. lib. ii. L 181

Writers, copying from one another, make Aristotle say
that goats breathe at their ears; whereas he asserts just the
contrary :—’Axxpaiuy yap ovx €inbn Afys, pduevos dvamveiv
Tas aiyzs xera Ta ora. *° Alemmon does not advance
what is true, when he avers that goats breathe through
their ears.”—History of Animals, Book I. chap. xi.!

Philosophical Journal” for October, 1835, says : “The passage of air
through these cavities cannot take place, as they are perfectly im-
pervious towards the nostril; but I have no doubt that the fact stated
[by White] is correct; the air which escapes passing not throngh the
infra-orbital sacs, but throngh the lachrymal passages, which are very
large, consisting of two openings capable of admitting the end of a
crow's quill, the entrance to a tortuous canal, which conducts the tears
to the extremity of the nose. Introducing a pipe into the outlet of the
nasal duet, at the extremity of the nose, I can without difficulty force a
current of air or water through the nasal duct [ Quere, lachrymal sinus.—
Ep.] and it therefore appears reasonable to admit that the effect observed
[by White], arose from the animal forcing the air into the nostrils while
the nose and mouth were immersed in water.”—FEn.

I Tt is possible that this idea may have originated in the possession hy
the chamois of post-auditory sinuses ; the openings of which behind the
base of the ears may have been regarded as orifices for breathing, in the
same manner as a similar function was erroneously ascribed to the
suborbital sinuses. There is more reason in the supposition that the
ears communicate with the nose, than that the suborbital sinus has any
such communication ; since in all animals that have a tympanic cavity
opening upon the surface by an external passage, there is another conduit
termed the Eunstachian tube, leading inwards from the tympanum to the
nose, the use of which is to regulate the pressure of the atmosphere
upon the membrana tympani, and to convey superfluons moisture to the
nose.—Ep,
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LETTER XYV.
TO THOMAS PENNANT, ESQUIRE.

SeLeorxg, March 30, 1768,

AS OME intelligent country people have a notion
=L ihat we have in these parts a species of the
genus mustelinum, besides the weasel, stoat,
peti WL ferret, and polecat; a little reddish beast,
@? *:-_J‘-' not much bigger than a field mouse, but
much longer, which they call a “ cane.” This pi:z.-::-.e !?f intel-
ligence can be little depended on; but farther inquiry may

be made.!

WEASEL.

A gentleman in this neighbourhood had two milk-white
rooks in one nest. A booby of a carter, finding them be-
fore they were able to fly, threw them down and destroyed
them, to the regret of the owner, who would have been
glad to have preserved such a curiosity in his rookery. 1
saw the birds myself nailed against the end of a barn, and

! Cane is a provincial name for the female of the common weasel,
which is usnally one-fourth smaller than the male.—Ep.
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was surprised to find that their bills, legs, feet, and claws
were milk-white.

A shepherd saw, as he thought, some white larks on a
down above my house this winter: were not these the snow-
flake, the Fmberiza nivalis of the British Zoology ? No doubt
they were.

A few years ago I saw a cock bullfinch in a cage, which
had been caught in the fields after it was come to its full
colours. In about a year it began to look dingy; and,
blackening every succeeding year, it became coal-black at
the end of four. Its chief food was hempseed. Such
influence has food on the colour of animals! The pied and
mottled colours of domesticated animals are supposed to be
owing to high, various, and unusual food.

I had remarked, for years, that the root of the cuckoo-
pint (Arum) was frequently scratched out of the dry banks
of hedges, and eaten in severe snowy weather. After obser-
ving with some exactness, myself, and getting others to do
the same, we found 1t was the thrush kind that searched it
out. The root of the Arum is remarkably warm and
pungent.

Our flocks of female chaffinches have not yet forsaken
us. The blackbirds and thrushes are very much thinned
down by that fierce weather in January.

In the mddle of February I discovered, in my tall
hedges, a little bird that raised my curiosity ; it was of that
yellow-green colour that belongs to the Salicaria kind,'
and, I think, was soft-billed. It was no Parus; and was
too long and too hig for the golden-crowned wren, appear-
ing most like the largest willow-wren.” It hung sometimes
with its back downwards, but never continuing one moment
in the same place. I shot at it, but it was so desultory that
I missed my aim.

! By Sulicaria, White evidently means the willow-wren gronp, and
not the reed warblers, to which the generic term Salicaria is often ap-
plied.—FEp.

2 Tt was probably the Chiff-chaff, although the date mentioned would
be an unusually early one at which to find this hardy little bird here. In
1872, the Chiff-chaff was seen at Torquay on the 2nd March, and at
Chudleigh and Taunton on the 9th of that month.—Ep.
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as you observe, that a bird so common with us should never
straggle to you.!

And here will be the properest place to mentioa, while
I think of it, an anecdote which the above mentioned gentle-
man told me when I was last at his house; which was that,
in a warren joining to his outlet, many daws (Corvi mone-
dule) bulld every year in the rabbit burrows under ground.
The way he and his brothers used to take their nests, while
they were boys, was by listening at the mouths of the holes ;
and, if they heard the young ones cry, they twisted the nest
out with a forked stick. Some watcrfowls (viz. the puffins)

JACKDAW,

breed, I know, in that manner; but I should never have
suspected the daws of building in holes on the flat gr[}und 3

! The Hon. and Rev. W. Herbert has observed that this bird is met
with only on the chalk. He nsed to find it and its two eggs on the bare
ground in September, at Highclere, in Hampshire, but only where there
was a chalk subsoil. It never strayed to the sand or gravel, and con-
quuentIJ-r was not upon the heaths; but in the chalky turnip fields.
This statement, though it may be true enough of the loeality to which
it refers, is not of unuem.ﬂ application, See Stevenson's “ Birds of
J'“Tm"ﬂﬂk vol. i, pp. 51-64.—Enb.

The stock-dove and the shell-drake may also be mentioned as

gpecies which make use of deserted rabbit-burrows to nest in~Ep.
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De Buffon, I know, has described the water shrew-mouse :
but still I am pleased to find you have discovered 1t in Lin-

colnshire, for the reason I have given in the article of the
white hare.

THE EAGLE OWL.

As a neighbour was lately ploughing in a dry chalky field,
far removed from any water, he turned out a water-rat, that
was curiously laid up in an hybernaculum artificially formed
of grass and leaves. At one end of the burrow lay above a
gallon of potatoes regularly stowed, on which it was to have
supported itself for the winter. But the difficulty with me
18 how this amphibius mus came to fix its wi nter station at
such a distance from the water. Was 1t determined in its
choice of that place by the mere accident of finding the
potatoes which were planted there; or is it the constant
practice of the aguatic rat to forsake the neighbourhood of
the water in the colder months ?
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LETTER XXVII.
TO THOMAS PENNANT, ESQUIRE.

SeLporNE, Feb. 22, 1770.
EDGEHOGS abound in my gardens and
ficlds. The manner in which they eat the
roots of the plantain in my grass walks is
very curious : with their upper mandible,
which i1s much longer than their lower, they
bore under the plant, and so eat the root off upwards,
leaving the tuft of leaves untouched. In this respect

e

o e

= ca T

H EDG EHO0G.

they are serviceable, as they destroy a very troublesome
weed ; but they deface the walks in some measure by
digging little round holes." It appears, by the dung that

R

I The author of the * Letters of Rusticus” discovered this to be a
mistake. He found that it was not the hedgehog but a night-eating
caterpillar. He says:—* In a grass walk I saw some flattened plants
of the common plantain withering and half dead; by the side of each
I found the hole bored, as White supposed, by the long upper mandible
of * Hoggy,' but it was scarcely big enough to admit a lead pencil, and
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water, and will not, when they can avoid it, deign o wet a
foot, much less to plunge into that element.

THE OTITER.

Quadrupeds that prey on fish are amphibious. Such is
the otter, which by nature is so well formed for diving that
it makes great havoc among the inhabitants of the waters.
Not supposing that we had any of those beasts in our
shallow brooks, I was much pleased to see a male otter
brought to me, weighing twenty-one pounds, that had
been shot on the bank of our stream below the Priory,
where the rivulet divides the parish of Selborne from
‘Harteley Wood.!

e i

1Tt is generally supposed that otters live exclusively on fish. but
gnch is not invariably the case. They are carnivorons as well as
piscivorous, and have been known to eat ducks and teal, and, while in
confinement, young pigeons. Frogs form part of their bill of fare, and
even mussels at times furnish food to these animals. Numbers of
mussel-shells have been found in an otter’s haunt, with the ends hitten
off, and evident marks of teeth upon the broken fracments, the position
of the shells indicating that the otter. after having crunched off one
end, had sucked or scooped out the molluse, in much the same way
as those who are partinl to shrimps dispose of that esculent crus-

tacean.—lLn.
1]
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not fond of going near the water, but feed on earth-worms,
that are common on sheep-walks and downs. They breed on
fallows and lay-fields abounding with gray mossy flints,
which much resemble their young in colour ; among which
they skulk and conceal themselves. They make no nest,
but lay their eggs on the bare ground, producing in com-
mon but two at a time. There is reason to think their
young run soon after they are hatched ; and that the old
ones do not feed them, but only lead them about at the

ETONE CURLEW.

time of feeding, which, for the most part, is in the night.”
Thus far my friend.

In the manners of this bird you see there is something
very analogous to the bustard, whom it also somewhat

resembles in aspect and make, and in the structure of its
feet.

tion is to presume that a portion of the migratory party, in their southern
flight in the antnmn, hold a northern limit just reaching the Land's End
and the Lizard lands (the most southern in the British isles), the corre-
gponding northern migration in the spring just taking the whole number
above the southern latitudes of the extreme western counties — Ep.
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mistaken when he advances that this (Hstrus is the parent
of that wonderful star-tailled maggot which he mentions
afterwards ; for more modern entomologists have discovered

sometimes by that of bots, are found beneath the skin of cattle: these
are the larve of the true (Estrus bovis, the perfect fly of which was
probably unknown to the great Swedish naturalist. The magoots of
the other, known, in common with those of some other species, by the
name of bots, are found with the larvee of those other bot-flies in the
stomachs of horses. The one whose habits are described by Whte.
may be called the spotted-winged bot-fly.

Mr. Bracy Clark, who has well described the habits of these insects
in his * Observations on the Genus (Estrus,” published in the third volume
of the * Linnean Society’s Transactions,” and subsequently in an ** Essay
on the Bots of Horses,” says: * The female bot-fly approaching a horse
on the wing, holds her body nearly upright in the air, and her tail,
which is lengthened for the purpose, curved inwards and upwards: in
this way she approaches the part where she designs to deposit the egg ;
and suspending herself for a few seconds before it, suddenly darts upon
it, and leaves the egg adhering to the hair: she hardly appears to settle,
but merely touches the hair with the egg held out on the projected point
of the abdomen. The egg is made to adhere by means of a glutinous
liguor secreted with it. She then leaves the horse at a small distance.
and prepares a second egg, and, poising herself before the part, deposits
it in the same way. The liquor dries, and the egg becomes firmly glued
to the hair: this is repeated by various flies, till four or five hundred
ecgs are sometimes placed on one horse.

“ The inside of the knee is the part on which these flies are most fond
of depositing their eggs, and next to this on the side and back part of
the shoulder, and less frequently on the extreme ends of the hairs of the
mane. But it is a fact worthy of attention, that the fly does not place
them promiscuously about the body, but constantly on those parts which
are most liable to be licked with the tongue; and the ova therefore are
always scrupulously placed within its reach. Whether this be an act of
reason or of instinct, it is eertainly a very remarkable one.” Mr. Bracy
Clark suspects, with Dr. Darwin, it cannot be the latter, as that ought
to direct the performance of any act in one way only.

The eggs thus deposited are not, in Mr. Bracy Clark’s opinion, re-
moved from the hairs by the moisture of the horse's tongue, aided by its
roughness, in the act of licking, and thus conveyed to the stomach: but
remain, he conceives, attached to the hairs for four or five days until
they have become “ripe, after which time the slightest application of
warmth and moisture is sufficient to bring forth in an instant the latent
larpa. At this time, if the tongue of the horse touches the egg, its
operculum is thrown open, and a small active worm is produced, which
readily adheres to the moist surface of the tongue, and is from thence
conveyed into the stomach.” For the manuer in which the larva affixes
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for I am well assured that many people would study insects,
could they set out with a more adequate notion of those
distinctions than can be conveyed at first by words alone.

FEACOCK.
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forsaken us sooner this year than usual; for on September the
22nd they rendezvoused in a neighbour’s walnut tree, where
1t seemed probable they had taken up their lodging for the
night. At the dawn of the day, which was foggy, they
rose all together in infinite numbers, occasioning such a
rushing from the strokes of their wings against the hazy
air, as might be heard to a considerable distance : since that
no flock has appeared, only a few stragglers.

THE FERN-OWL,

Some swifts stayed late, till the 22nd of August—a rare
instance! for they usually withdraw within the first week."

On September the 24th three or four ring-ousels appeared
in my fields for the first time this season: how punctual are
these visitors in their autumnal and spring migrations!

m— —

1 See Letter LIL, to Mr. Barrington—G. W.
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all clean picked, and some half devoured. The old birds
had been observed to make sad havock for some da.;,rala. among
the new-flown swallows and marting, which, being but

EPARROW-HAWR.

lately out of their nests, had not acquired those powers and
command of wing that enable them, when more mature, to
set such enemies at defiance.

LETTER XLIV.

TO THOMAS PENNANT, ESQUIRE.

Serporse, Nov. 30, 1780.
s VERY incident that occasions a renewal of
' our correspondence will ever be pleasing and
agreeable to me.
As to thewild wood-pigeon, the (Enas or
& Vinago of Ray,! I am much of your mind, and
see no reason for making it the origin of the common house-

1 Colunmba muas, Lixx.
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for it. When I came to recollect and inquire, I could not
find that any cuckoo had ever been seen in these parts,
except in the nest of the wagtail, the hedge-sparrow, the
titlark, the whitethroat, and the redbreast, all sufbbl}!ed
insectivorous birds. The excellent Mr. Willughby mentions

CUCKOO,

the nest of the ring-dove (Palumbus), and of the chaffinch
(Fringilla), birds that subsist on acorns and grains, and
such hard food; but then he does not mention them as of
his own knowledge, but says afterwards that he saw himself
a wagtail feeding a cuckoo.! It appears hardly possible

in October, one contained a large worm, and two or three seeds of
different kinds; the other two, insect larve (Ascaris-like in form).
Fragments of stone, of which some were the size of small peas, were
found in all, the last-noted one being filled with them.

In almost all moist soils, and in cow-dung, peculiar small thin wormes
of a uniform deep red colour (not at all the same species found in
uplands and gardens) occur, and during slight frosts they come up to
the surface in thousands, During such weather, both woodcocks and
snipe make these their chief food, and are then in first-rate condi-
tion.—Ep.

L In “The Ibis" for 1865, p. 178, Mr. Dawson Rowley, on the
authority of continental as well as British authors, has published a list
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paths, for gravels to grind and digest its food. Before
they depart, for some weeks, to a bird, they forsake
houses and chimneys, and roost in trees; and usually with-
draw about the heginning of October; though some few
stragglers may appear on at times till the first week in
November.

Some few pairs haunt the new and open streets of
London next the fields, but do not enter, like the house
martin, the close and crowded parts of the city.

Both male and female are distinguished from their con-
geners by the length and forkedness of their tails. They
are undoubtedly the most mimble of all the species; and
when the male pursues the female in amorous chase, they
then go beyond their usual speed, and exert a rapidity
almost too quick for the eye to follow.,

After this circumstantial detail of the life and discerning
cropyn of the swallow, I shall add, for your farther amuse-
ment, an anecdote or two mnot much in favour of her
sagacity :—

A certain swallow built for two years together on the
handles of a pair of garden shears, that were stuck up
against the boards in an outhouse, and therefore must have
her nest spoiled whenever that implement was wanted:
and, what is stranger still, another bird of the same species
built its nest on the wings and body of an owl that hap-
pened by accident to hang dead and dry from the rafter of
a barn. This owl, with the nest on its wings, and with
eggs in the nest, was brought as a curiosity worthy the
most elegant private museum in Great Britain. The
owner, struck with the oddity of the sight, furnished the
bringer with a large shell, or conch, desiring him to fix it
just where the owl hung : the person did as he was ordered,
and the following year a pair, probably the same pair, built
their nest in the conch, and laid their eggs.!

The owl and the conch make a strange grotesque appear-

1 This aneedote is related, almost in the same words, and evidently
originally from the same pen, in Barrington's Miscellanies,"

P- 24.01_' E.Bl
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abounding, but near vast pools or rivers; and in particular
it has been remarked that they swarm in the banks of the
Thames in some places below London bridge.

It is curious to observe with what different degrees of
architectonic skill Providence has endowed birds of the same
genus, and so mnearly correspondent in their general mode
of life! for while the swallow and the house martin discover
the greatest address in raising and securely fixing crusts or
shells of loam as cunabula for their young, the bank martin
terebrates a round and regular hole in the sand or earth,
which is serpentine, horizoutal, and about two feet deep,

SAND MARTINS COLOXY AT ODAKHANGER.

At the inner end of this burrow does this bird deposit, in a
good degree of safety, her rude mest, consisting of ﬁ'nﬂ
grasses and feathers, usually goose feathers, very inartifi-
cially laid together.

Perseverance will accomplish any thing : though at ﬁFst
one would be disinclined to believe that this weak bird, with
her soft and tender bill and claws, should ever be able to
bore the stubborn sand bank without entirely diaabling
herself; yet with these feeble instruments have I seen a pair
of them make great dispatch ; and could remark how much
they had scooped that day by the fresh sand which ran down
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a quarter before nine in the evening, being the latest of all
day birds. Just before they retire, whole groups of them
assemble high in the air, and squeak, and shoot about with
wonderful rapidity. But this bird is never so much alive
as in sultry thundry weather, when it expresses great alac-
rity, and calls forth all its powers. In hot mornings,
several, getting together in little parties, dash round the
steeples and churches, squeaking as they go in a wvery
clamorous manner: these, by nice observers, are supposed
to be males serenading their sitting hens; and not without
reason, since they seldom squeak till they come close to the
walls or eaves, and since those within utter at the same time
a little inward note of complacency.

When the hen has sat hard all day, she rushes forth just
as it 1s almost dark, and stretches and relieves her weary
limbs, and snatches a scanty meal for a few minutes, and
then returns to her duty of incubation. Swifts, when wan-
tonly and cruelly shot while they have young, discover a
little lump of insects in their mouths, which they pouch and
hold under their tongue. In general they feed in a much
higher district than the other species: a proof that gnats
and other insects do also abound to a considerable height in
the air: they also range to vast distances ; gince locomotion
is no labour to them, who are endowed with such wonderful
powers of wing. Their powers seem to be in proportion to
their levers; and their wings are longer in proportion than
those of almost any other bird. When they mute, or ease
themselves in flight, they raise their wings, and make them
meet over their backs.

At some certein times in the summer I had remarked
that swifts were hawking very low for hours together over
pools and streams; and could not help inquiring into the
object of their pursuit that induced them to descend so
much below their usual range. After some trouble, I found
that they were taking Phrygancce, Ephemerce, and Libellulee
(cadew-flies, may-flies, and dragon-flies), that were just
emerged out of their aurelia state. I then no longer won-
dered that they should be so willing to stoop for a prey that
afforded them such plentiful and succulent nourishment.
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and feeding over the river just below the bridge: others
haunt some of the churches of the Borough next the fields;
but do not venture, like the house martin, into the close
crowded part of the town,

The Swedes have bestowed a very pertinent name on
this swallow, calling it ring-swala, from the perpetual rings
or circles that it takes round the scene of its nidification.

Swifts feed on Coleoptera, or small beetles with hard
cases over their wings, as well as on the softer insects;
but it does not appear how they can procure gravel! to
grind their food, as swallows do, since they never settle on
the ground. Young ones, overrun with Hippoboscee, are
sometimes found, under their nests, fallen to the ground;
the number of vermin rendering their abode insupportable
any longer. They frequent in this village several abject
cottages; yet a succession still haunts the same unlikely
roofs: a good proof this that the same birds return to the
same spots. As they must stoop very low to get up under
these humble eaves, eats lie in wait, and sometimes ecatch
them on the wing.

On the o5th of July, 1775, I again untiled part of a roof
over the nest of a swift. The dam sat in the nest; but so
strongly was she affected by natural eropys for her brood,
which she supposed to be in danger, that, regardless of her
own safety, she would not stir, but lay sullenly by them,
permitting herself to be taken in hand. The sqgunab
young we brought down and placed on the grass-plof,
where they tumbled about, and were as helpless as a new-
born child. While we contemplated their naked bodies,
their unwieldy disproportioned abdomina, and their heads,
too heavy for their necks to support, we could not but
wonder when we reflected that these shiftless beings in a
little more than a fortnight would be able to dash through
the air almost with the inconceivable swiftness of a meteor ;

! Very few of the soft-billed birds eat gravel, and we are inclined to
think that the particles of grit found in the stomachs of swallows have
found their way there accidentally whilst the birds have been collecting
mud for their nests.—Iip.
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A farmer, near Weyhill, fallows his land with two teams
of asses; one of which works till noon, and the other in the
afternoon. When these animals have done their work,
they are penned all night, like sheep, on the fallow. In the
winter they are confined and foddered in a yard, and make
plenty of dung.

Linnmus says, that hawks “ paciscuntur inducias cum
avibus, quamdiu cuculus cuculat :” but it appears to me
that, during that period, many little birds are taken and
destroyed by birds of prey, as may be seen by their feathers
left in lanes and under hedges.

The missel-thrash® is, while breeding, fierce and pugna-

MISSEL-THRUSH,

cious, driving such birds as approach its nest, with great
fury, to a distance. The Welsh call it pen y llwyn, the
head or master of the coppice. He suffers no magpie, jay,
or blackbird, to enter the garden where he haunts; and 1s,
for the time, a good guard to the new sown legumens. In
eweneral he is very successful in the defence of his family:
but once I observed in my garden, that several magpies

' As to the proper mode of spelling the name of thiz hird, see Pro-
fessor Newton's edition of Yarrell's * History of British Birds,” vol. i.
p- 260, note.—Ep.
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for his tusks to be broken off. No sooner had the beast
suffered this injury than his powers forsook him, and he
neglected those females to whom before he was passionately
attached, and from whom no fences could restrain him.

LETTER XXXIIL.

TO THE HONOURABLE DAINES BARRINGTON.

"F“- HE natural term of a hog’s life is little known,

and the reason is plain ; because it is neither
profitable nor convenient to keep that turbu-
lent amimal to the full extent of its time ;
however, my neighbour, a man of substance,
who had no occasion to study every little advantage to a
nicety, kept a half-bred Bantam sow, who was as thick as

HOG.

she was long, and whose belly swept on the ground, till she
was advanced to her seventeenth year, at which period she

showed some tokens of age, by the decay of her teeth and
the decline of her fertility.
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Nature would be a pathless wilderness ; but system should
be subservient to, not the main object of, pursuit.

Vegetation is highly worthy of our attention; and in
itself is of the ntmost consequence to mankind, and produc-
tive of many of the greatest comforts and elegancies of life.
To plants we owe timber, bread, beer, honey, wine, oil,
linen, cotton, &c., what not only strengthens our hearts and
exhilarates our spirits, but what secures us from inclemencies
of weather, and adorns our persons. Man, in his true state
of nature, seems to be subsisted by spontaneous vegetation ;
in middle climes, where grasses prevail, he mixes some
animal food with the produce of the field and garden; and
it is towards the polar extremes only that, like his kindred
bears and wolves, he gorges himself with flesh alone, and is
driven, to what hunger has never been known to compel the
very beasts, to prey on his own species.'

The productions of vegetation have had a vast influence
on the commerce of nations, and have been the great pro-
moters of navigavion, as may be seen in the articles of
sugar, tea, tobacco, opium, ginseng, betel, paper, &c. As
every climate has its peenhar produce, our natural wants
bring on a mutual intercourde; so that by means of trade
each distant part is supplied with the growth of every lati-
tude. But without the knowledge of plants and their cul-
ture, we must have been content with our hips and haws,
without enjoying the delicate fruits of India, and the salu-
tiferous drugs of Peru.

Instead of examining the minute distinctions of every
various species of each obscure genus, the botanist should
endeavour to make himself acquainted with those that are
useful. You shall see a man readily ascertain every herb of
the field, yet hardly know wheat from barley, or at least one
sort of wheat or barley from another.

But of all sorts of vegetation the grasses seem to be most
neglected ; neither the farmer nor the grazier seem to dis-
tinguish the annual from the perennial, thehardy from the ten-
der, nor the succulent and nutritive from the dry and juiceless.

1 Sce the late voyages to the South Seas.—G. W.
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unencumbered, but would bave been buried in heaps of
rabbish, had the fragment parted and fallen forward.!
About a hundred yards from the foot of this hanging
coppice stood a cottage by the side of a lane; and two
hundred yards lower, on the other side of the lane, was a
farm-house, in which lived a labourer and his family; and
just by, a stout new barn. The cottage was inhabited by
an old woman and her son, and his wife. These people, in
the evening, which was very dark and tempestuous, observed
that the brick floors of their kitchens began to heave and
part, and that the walls seemed to open, and the roofs to
crack ; but they all agreed that no tremor of the ground,
indicating an earthquake, was ever felt, only that the wind
continued to make a most tremendous roaring in the woods
and hangers, The miserable inhabitants, not daring to go
to bed, remained in the utmost solicitude and confusion, ex-
pecting every moment to be buried under the ruins of their
shattered edifices. When daylight came they were at leisure
to contemplate the devastations of the night. They then

! Tn a note to this passage Mr. Bennett expresses the opinion that it
is not necessary to assume the existence of a gulf into which the mass
was absorbed. The geological relations of the strata, he says, point to
a much easier, as well as a more correct, explanation of the oceurrence.
Here, as elsewhere throughout the district, the malm rock or freestone
of the upper greensand formation rests upon the gault or blue clay : a
rock upon a yielding base. An adequate weight, placed upon go unfirin
a soil as the lower of these formutions, must of necessity sink into it.
So prodigious & mass as that which, on the oceasion deseribed in the
text, was separated from its adhesion to its native rock, and left to be
supported by the soft clay alone, was more than its pulpy nature could
support, and it gave way accordingly; receiving into its yielding sub-
stance, and burying almost entirely beneath its surface the detached
face of the cliff; which subsided into it so easily and so perpendicularly
as not to disturb the adjustment of a gate upon the sunken mass, once
on the top, and now at the foot of the escarpment.

In other situations, and particularly on the sonthern coast of the Isle
of Wight, slips similar to that of Hawkley have taken place, and from
the same canse: either the separation of a portion of the freestune rock
of the upper greensand formation and its subsidence into the gault; or
the loosening of the gault, and the subsequent separation and subsidence
of a portion of the freestone, which could no longer be supported when
its natural foundation had thus given way.—Eb.
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four inches and a half. Hence we may safely assert that
these birds exhibit, weight for inches, incomparably the
greatest length of legs of any known bird. The flamingo,
for instance, is one of the most long-legged birds, and yet
it bears no manner of proportion to the Himanfopus; for a
cock flamingo weighs, at an average, about four pounds
avoirdupois ; and his legs and thighs measure usually about
‘wenty inches. But four pounds are fifteen times and a frac-
don more than four ounces and one quarter; and if four
ounces and a quarter have eight inches of legs, four pounds
must have one hundred and twenty inches and a fraction of
legs ; viz. somewhat more than ten feet; such a monstrous
proportion as the world never saw! If you should try the
experiment in still larger birds, the disparity wounld still
inerease. It must be matter of great curiosity to see the
stilt plover move ; to observe how it can wield such a length
of lever with such feeble muscles as the thighs seem to be
furnished with. At best one should expect it to be but a
bad walker: but what adds to the wonder is, that it has no
back toe. Now without that steady prop to support its
steps 1t must be liable, in speculation, to perpetual vacil-
lations, and seldom able to preserve the true centre of
gravity,

The old name of Himanfopus is taken from Pliny; and,
by an awkward metaphor, implies that the legs are as
slender and pliant as if cut out of a thong of leather,
Neither Willughby nor Ray, in all their curious researches,
either at home or abroad, ever saw this bird. Mr. Pennant
never met with it in all Great Britain, but observed it often
in the cabinets of the curious at Paris. Hasselquist says
that it migrates to Egypt in the autumn: and a most accu-
rate observer of nature has assured me that he has found it
on the banks of the streams in Andalusia.

Our writers record it to have been found only twice in
Great Britain.' From all these relations it plainly appears

I The two specimens here referred to are doubtless those recorded
by Sibbald and Pennant as having been procured near Dumfries
(¢f. Sibbald, © Hist. Scot.” lib. iil p. 18; and Peanant, * Caledcnian
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pected manner, and have a wonderful power of maintaining
their existence till they fall into a nidus proper for their
support and increase, I cannot but suspect still that these
Cocet came to me originally from Andalusia. Yet, all the
while, candour obliges me to confess that Mr. Lightfoot has
written me word, that he once, and but once, saw these
insects on a vine at Weymouth in Dorsetshire ; which, it is
here to be observed, is a seaport town to which the Coceus
might be conveyed by shipping.

As many of my readers may possibly never have heard
of this strange and unusual insect, I shall here transeribe a
passage from a natural history of Gibraltar, written by the
Reverend John White, late vicar of Blackburn in Lan-
cashire, but not yet published :—

“In the year 1770 a vine which grew on the east side of
my house, and which had produced the finest crops of
grapes for years past, was suddenly overspread on all the
woody branches with large lumps of a white fibrous sub-
stance resembling spiders’ webs, or rather raw cotton. It
was of a very clammy quality, sticking fast fo every thing
that touched it, and capable of being spun into long
threads. At first I suspected it to be the product of
spiders, but could find none. Nothing was to be seen
connected with it but many brown oval husky shells,
which by no means looked liko insects, but rather resembled
bits of the dry bark of the vine. The tree had a plentiful
crop of grapes set, when this pest appeared upon it; but
the fruit was manifestly injured by this foul incumbrance.
It remained all the summer, still increasing, and loaded the
woody and bearing branches to a vast degree. I often
pulled off great quantities by handfuls; but it was so slimy
and tenacious that it could by no means be cleared. The
grapes never filled to their natural perfection, but turned
watery and vapid. Upon perusing the works afterwards
of M. de Réaumur, I found this matter perfectly described
and accounted for. Those husky shells, which I had ob-
served, were no other than the female Coccus, from whose
gides this cotton-like substance exudes, and serves as a
covering and security for their eggs.”

St NeNts
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measured forty-two inches from wing to wing, and twenty-one
from beak to tail, and weighed two pounds and a half standine
weight. This species is very robust, and wonderfully fnnneg
for rapine: its breast was plump and muscular ; its thighs
long, thick, and brawny ; and its legs remarkably short and
well set: the feet were armed with most formidable, sharp,
long talons: the eyelids and cere of the bill were yellow,
but the irides of the eyes dusky; the beak was thick and
hooked, and of a dark colour, and had a jagged process near

PEREGRINE FALCON.

the end of the upper mandible on each side: its tail, or
train, was short in proportion to the bulk of its body: yet
the wings, when closed, did not extend to the end of the
train. From its large and fair proportions it might be sup-
posed to have been a female; but I was not permitted to
cut open the specimen. For one of the birds of prey, which
are usually lean, this was in high case: in its craw were
many barleycorns, which probably came from the crop of
the wood pigeon, on which it was feeding when shot: for
voracious birds do not eat grain ; but, when devouring their
quarry, with undistinguiahing vehemence swallow bones



















298 NATURAL HISTORY

hearers ; not only filling the Lythe with the roar, as if all the
beeches were tearing up by the roots ; but turning to the
left, they pervaded the vale above Comb Wood Ponds ; and
after a pause seemed to take up the crash again, and to
extend round Harteley Hangers, and to die away at last
among the coppices and coverts of Ward-le-ham. It has
been remarked before that this district is an Anathoth, a
place of responses or echoes, and therefore proper for such
experiments : we may farther add, that the pansesin echoes,
when they cease and yet are taken up again, like the panses
in music, surprise the hearers, and have a fine effect on the
imagination,

The gentleman above mentioned has just fixed a baro-
meter in his parlour at Newton Valence. The tube was
first filled here (at Selborme) twice with care, when the
mercury agreed and stood exactly with my own ; but being
filled again twice at Newton, the mercury stood, on account
of the great elevation of that house, three-tenths of an inch
lower than the barometers at this village, and so confinues
to do, be the weight of the atmosphere what it may. The
plate of the barometer at Newton is figured as low as 27°;
because in stormy weather the mercury there will some-
times descend below 28°. We have supposed Newton
House to stund 200 feet higher than this house: but if the
rule holds good, which says that mercury in a barometer
ginks one-tenth of an inch for every 100 feet elevation, then
the Newton barometer, by standing three-tenths lower than
that of Selborne, proves that Newton Hounse must be 300 feet
higher than that in which I am writing, instead of 200,

It may not be impertinent to add, that the barometers at
Selborne stand three-tenths of an inch lower than the’
barometers of South Lambeth: whence we may conclude
that the former place is about 300 feet higher than the latter;
and with good reason, because the streams that rise with us
run into the Thames at Weybridge, and so to London. Of
course, therefore, there must be lower ground all the way
from Selborne to South Lambeth; the distance between
which, all the windings and indentings of the streams con-
sidered, cannot be less than 100 miles,
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rather than the severity of the cold. Therefore it highly
behoves every planter, who wishes to escape the cruel morti-
fication of losing in a few days the labour and hopes of
years, to bestir himself on such emergencies; and, if his
plantations are small, to avail himself of mats, cloths, pease-
hanm, straw, reeds, or-any such covering for a short time;
or if his shrubberies are extensive, to see that his people
go about with prongs and forks, and carefully dislodge the
snow from the boughs: since the naked fn]iaga will shift
much better for itself, than where the snow is partly melted
and frozen again.

It may perhaps appear at fivst like a para.dﬂx; but doubt-
less the more tender trees and shrubs should never be
planted in hot aspects; not only for the reason assigned
above, but also, because thus circumstanced, they are dis-
posed to shoot earlier in the spring, and to grow on later in
the autumn than they would otherwise do, and so are
sufferers by lagging or early frosts. For this reason also
plants from Siberia will hardly endure our climate : because,
on the very first advances of spring, they shoot away, and
so are cut off by the severe nights of March or April.

Dr. Fothergill and others have experienced the same
inconvenience with respect to the more tender shrubs from
North America; which they therefore plant under north
walls. There should also perhaps be a wall to the east to
defend them from the piercing blasts from that quarter.

This observation might without any impropriety be car-
ried into amimal life; for discerning bee-masters now find
that their hives should not in the winter be exposed to the
hot sun, becanse such unseasonable warmth awakens the
inhabitants too early from their slumbers; and, by putting
their juices into motion too soon, subjects them afterwards
to inconveniences when rigorous weather returns.

The coincidents atbendmg this short but intense frost
were, that the horses fell sick with an epidemic distemper,
which injured the winds of many, and killed some; that
colds and cuughs were general among the human species ;
that it froze under people’s beds for several nights; that
meat was so hard frozen that it could not be spitted, and
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LETTER LXV],

TO THE HONOURABLE DAINES BARRINGTON.

storms ; and it is no less remarkable than
% true, that those which arise in the south have
hardly been known to reach this village ; for
before they get over us, they take a divection
to the east or to the west, or sometimes divide into two,
and go in part to one of those quarters, and in part to the
other, as was truly the case in the summer of 1783, when
though the country round was continunally harassed with
tempests, and often from the south, yet we escaped them all ;
as appears by my journal of that summer." The only way
that I can at all account for this fact—for such it is—is that,
on that quarter, between us and the sea, there are continual
mountains, hill behind hill, such as Nore Hill, the Barnet,
Butser Hill, and Portsdown, which somehow divert the
storms, and give them a different direction. High pro-
montories and elevated grounds have always been observed
to attract clouds, and disarm them of their mischievous
contents, which are discharged into the trees and summits
as soon as they come in contact with those turbulent
meteors; while the hiinble vales escape, because they are
so far beneath them.

But, when I say I do not remember a thunderstorm
from the south, I do not mean that we never have suffered
from thunderstorms at all; for on June 5th, 1784, the
thermometer in the morning being at 64°, and at noon at
70°, the barometer at 29°—six tenths one-half, and the
wind north, I observed a blue mist, smelling strongly of
sulphur, hanging along our sloping woods, and seeming to

1 To this awful summer of 1783, Cowper also alludes, in his Task,
book ii. p- 41.—Ip.
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CAT AND SQUIRRELS.

A poy has taken three little young squirrels in their nest,
or drey as 1t 18 called in these parts. These small creatures
he put under the care of a cat who had lately lost her
kittens, and finds that she nurses and suckles them with the
same assiduity and affection as if they were her own off-
spring. This circumstance corroborates my suspicion, that
the mention of exposed and deserted children being nur-
tured by female beasts of prey who had lost their young,
may not be so improbable an incident as many have sup-

CAT.

posed ; and therefore may be a justification of those authors
who have gravely mentioned what some have deemed to
be a wild and improbable story.

So many people went to see the little squirrels suckled
by a cat, that the foster mother became jealous of her
charge, and in pain for their safety ; and th erefore hid them
over the ceiling, where one died. This circumstance shows
her affection for these foundlings, and that she supposes
the squirrels to be her own young. Thus hens, when the;,r
have hatched ducklings, are equally attached to them as if
they were their own chickens.
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Birds are much influenced in their choice of food by
colour, for though white currants are a much sweeter fruit
than red, yet they seldom touch the former till they have
devoured every bunch of the latter,

Redstarts, flycatchers, and blackeaps arrive early in
April.  If these little delicate beings are birds of passage
(as we have reason to suppose they are, because they are
never seen in winter) how could they, feeble as they seem,
bear up against such storms of snow and rain, and make
their way through such meteorous turbulences, as one
should suppose would embarrass and retard the most
hardy and resolute of the winged nation? Yet they
keep their appointed times and seasons; and in spite of
frost and winds return to their stations periodically, as if
they had met with nothing to obstruct them. The with-
drawing and appearance of the short-winged summer birds
is a very puzzling cifcumstance in natural history !’

When the boys bring me wasps’ nests, my bantam fowls
fare deliciously, and when the combs are pulled to pieces,
devour the young wasps in their maggot state with the
highest glee and delight. Any insect-eating bird would do
the same; and therefore 1 have often wondered that the
accurate Mr. Ray should call one species of buzzard Buteo
apivorous sive vespivorous, the honey buzzard, because some
combs of wasps happened to be found in one of their nests.
The combs were conveyed thither doubtless for the sake of
the maggots or nymphs, and not for their honey: since
none is to be found in the combs of wasps. Birds of prey
occasionally feed on insects: thus have I seen a tame kite
picking up the female ants full of eggs with much satis-
faction.

1 That redstarts, flycatchers, blackeaps, and other slender-billed in-
sectivorous small birds, particularly the swallow tribe, make their first
appearance very early in the spring, iz a well-known fact; though the
flycatcher is the latest of them all in its visit (as this accurate naturalist
observes in another place), for it is never seen before the month of May.
If these delicate creatures come to us from a distant country, they will
probably be exposed in their passage, as White justly remarks, to much
greater difficulties from storms and tempests than their feeble powers
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THRUSHES.

Trrusues during’ long droughts are of great service in
hunting out shell snails, which they pull in pieces for their
young, and are thereby very serviceable in gardens. Missel
thrushes do not destroy the fruit in gardens like the other
species of Turdi, but feed on the berries of misletoe, and in
the spring on ivy berries, which then begin to ripen. In
the summer, when their young become fledged, they leave
neighbourhoods, and retire to sheep-walks and wild com-
mons.

MAGPIE,

The magpies, when they have young, destroy the broods
of missel thrushes; though the dams are fierce birds, and
ficht boldly in defence of their mests. It is probably to
avold such insults, that this species of thrush, thongh wild

of food, but return regularly every evening, in vast flights, to their nest
trees, where, after flying round several times with much noise and cla-
mour, {ill they are all assembled together, they take up their abode for
the night. —Markwick.

See Letter LIX. to Daines Barrington, p. 286.—Eb.

——
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st other times, delights to build near houses, and in fre-
quent2d walks and gardens.’

POULTRY.
Maxy creatures are endowed with a ready discernment to
see what will turn to their own advantage and emolument ;
and often discover more sagacity than conld be expected.
Thas my neighbour’s poultry watch for waggons loaded

MALLARI).

with wheat, and running after them pick up a number of
grains that are shaken from the sheaves by the agitation of
the carriages. Thus, when my brother used to take down

1 Of the truth of the first of these observations T have been an eye-
witness, having seen the common thrush feeding on the shell snail.

In the very early part of this spring (1797) a bird of this species nsed
to git every morning on the top of some high elms close by my windows,
and delight me with its charming song, attracted thither, probably, by
some ripe ivy berries that grew near the place

[ have remarked mﬂmt]iil'lg like the latter fact, for I remember, many
vears azo, sceing a pair of these birds fly up repeatedly and attack some
larger bird, which I suppose disturbed their nest in my orchard, uttering
at the same time violent shrieks. Since writing the above, I have seen
more than once a pair of these birds attack some magpies, that had dis-
turbed their nest, with great violence and loud shrieks,—Marg wick.
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They secm to be most inclined to breed in beech; hence
beech will not make lasting utensils, or furniture. If their
eggs are deposited on the surface, frequent rubbings will
preserve wooden furniture.'

BLATTA ORIENTALIS—COCKROACH.

A wr1GEBROUR complained to me that her house was overrun
with a kind of black beetle, or, as she expressed herself, with
a kind of black bob, which swarmed in her kitchen when
they get up in a morning before daybreak.

Soon after this account, I observed an unusual insect in
one of my dark chimney closets, and find since, that in the
night they swarm also in my kitchen. On examination, I
soon ascertained the species to be the Blatta orientalis of
Linnseus, and the Blatie molendinaria of Mouffet. The
male 1s winged ; the female is not, but shows somewhat like
the rudiments of wings, as if in the pupa state.

These insects belonged originally to the warmer parts of
America, and were conveyed from thence by shipping to the
East Indies; and by means of commerce begin to prevail in
the more northern parts of Europe, as Russia, Sweden, &c.
How long they have abounded in England I cannot say ; but
have never observed them in my house till lately.

They love warmth, and haunt chimney closets, and the
backs of ovens. Poda says that these and house crickets
will not associate together; but he is mistaken in that
assertion, as Linngeus suspected he was. They are altogether
night insects (lucifugee), never coming forth till the rooms
are dark and still, and escaping away nimbly at the approach
of a candle. Their anfenne are remarkably long, slender,
and flexile.

October, 1790. After the servants are gone to bed, the
Iitchen hearth swarms, with young crickets, and young

I The Ptinus pectinicornis is not the only insect that is destructive
to furniture. Various species of Anobium also perforate it in all
directions, Linnmus's chairs were bored through and destroyed by
A. pertinar; and the Rev. Mr. Kirby had his chairs, his pictore-
frames, and the floor of his chamber eaten in every direction by 4.
striatum, —Ep.
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suckle ; it scarcely settles upon the plants, but feeds on the
wing in the manner of humming birds.*

5 5o g T ¥ Ty
o FHLAT M e >
SR R e e LT £317 - ...f.;":l:-fn:u:
B e - W AT R T 1 g P b
Sl x
d .

T
= -

SPHINX STELLATARUM.

WILD BEE.

THERE is a sort of wild bee frequenting the garden-campion
for the sake of its fomentwm, which probably it turns to
some purpose in the business of nidification. It is very
pleasant to see with what address it strips off the pubes,
runming from the top to the bottom ofa branch, and shav-
ing it bare with all the dexterity of a hoop shaver. When
it has got avast bundle almost as large as itself, it flies away,
holding it secure between its chin and its fore legs.

There i1s a remarkable hill on the downs near Lewes in
Sussex, known by the name of Mount Carburn, which
overlooks that town, and affords a most engaging prospect
of all the country round, besides several views of the sea.
On the very summit of this exalted promontory, and amidst
the trenches of its Danish camp, there haunts a species of
wild bee, making its nest in the chalky soil.® When people

1 T have frequently seen the large bee moth (Sphinz stellatarum)
inserting its long tongue or proboscis into the centre of flowers, and
feeding on their nectar, withont settling on them, but keeping constantly
on the wing.—Margwick.

2 T'his was probably Bombus lapidarins.—Eb.
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Upon the strength of this information we made some tea
of lime blossoms, and found it a very soft, well flavoured,

pleasant, saccharine julep, in taste much resembling the
Juice of liquorice.

BLACKTHORN.

Tri1s tree usually blossoms while cold north-east winds blow;
so that the harsh rugged weather obtaining at this season is
called by the country people, blackthorn winter.

IVY BERRIES.

Ivy berries afford a noble and providential supply for birds
in winter and spring; for the first severe frost freezes and
spoils all the haws, sometimes by the middle of November;
ivy berries do not seem to freeze.

HOPS.

Tae culture of Virgil’s vines corresponded very exactly
with the modern management of hops. 1 might instance
in the perpetual diggings and hoeings, in the tying to the
stakes and poles, in pruning the superfluous shoots, &e.;
but lately I have observed a new circumstance, which was,
2 neighbouring farmer’s harrowing between the rows of hops
with a small triangular harrow, drawn by one horse, and
guided by two handles. This eccurrence brought to my
mind the following passage :—

£ ipsa
Flectere luctantes iEter vineta juvencos.”
Georare. II.
Hops are dicecious plants; hence perhaps it might be
proper, though not practised, to leave purposely some male
plants in every garden, that their farina might impregnate
the blogsoms. The female plants without their male atten-
dants are not in their natural state : hence we may suppose
the frequent failure of crop so incident to hop-grounds; no
other growth, cultivated by man, has such frequent and
general failures as hops.
Two hop-gardens much injured by a hailstorm, June 5,
show now (September 2) a prodigious crop, and larger and
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The farther use of yew trees might be as a screen to
churches, by their thick foliage, from the violence of winds;
perhaps also for the purpose of archery, the best long bows
being made of that material ; and we do not hear that they
are planted in the churchyards of other parts of Europe,
where long bows were not so much in use. They might
also be placed as a shelter to the congregation assembling
before the church doors were opened, and as an emblem of
mortality by their funereal appearance.'" In the south of
England every churchyard almost has its tree, and some
two ; but in the north, we understand, fow are to be found.®

The idea of R. C. that the yew tfree afforded its branches
instead of palms for the processions on Palm Sunday, 1s a
good one, and deserves attention.—See Gent. Mag. vol. i.
p. 128.

LETTER VL

3@ HE living of Selborne was a very small vicar-
age; but, being in the patronage of Magdalen
College, in the umiversity of Oxford, that
society endowed it with the great tithes of

§24. Selborne, more than a century ago, and
since t]:le }’BH-I‘ 1758 again with the great tithes of Oak-
hanger, called Bene’s Parsonage: so that, together, it is
become a respectable piece of preferment, to which one of
the fellows is always presented. The vicar holds the great
tithes, by lease, under the college. The great disadvan-
tage of this living is, that it has not one foot of glebe near
home.”

1 Or perhaps of immortality by their evergreen foliage: whence,
probably, the derivation of the name yew, q. d. ewig, everlasting.—Ep,

? In the northern churchyards the place of the yew is supplied by
the ash, lime, and horse-chestnut. Yew trees, however, and some of
them of large size, are frequently to be met with in the courtyards and
gardens of ancient mansions in the north of England.—Ep.

¥ At Bene's, or Bin's parsonage there is a house and stout barn, and
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ployed in teaching the poor children of Selbourne parish to
read and write, and say their prayers and catechism, and to
sew and knit:—and be under the direction of his executrix
as long as she lives ; and, after her, under the direction of
such of his children and their issue, as shall live in or
within five miles of the said parish: and on failure of any
such, then under the direction of the vicar of Selbourn for
the time being; but still to the uses above-named.”
With this sum were purchased, of Thomas Turville, of
Hawkely, in the county of Southampton, yeoman, and
Hannah his wife, two closes of freehold land, commonly
called Collier's, containing, by estimation, eleven acres,
lying in Hawkeley aforesaid. These closes are let at this
time, 1785, on lease, at the rate of three pounds by the
year.'

This vicar also gave by will two hundred pounds towards
the repairs of the highways® in the parish of Selborne.
That sum was carefully and judiciously laid out in the
summer of the year 1730, by his son John White, who
made a solid and firm causey from Rood Green, all down
Homney Lane, to a farm called Oak Woods, where the sandy
soil begins. This miry and gulfy lane was chosen as
worthy of repair, because it leads to the forest, and thence
through the Holt to the town of Farnham in Surrey, the
only market in those days for men who had wheat to sell in
this neighbourhood. This cansey was so deeply bedded
with stone, so properly raised above the level of the soil,
and so well drained, that it has, in some degree, withstood
fifty-four years of meglect and abuse; and might, with
moderate attention, be rendered a solid and comfortable
road. The space from Rood Green to Oak Woods measures
about three quarters of a mile.

In 1727, William Henry Cane, B.D., became vicar; and,

1 The fac-simile of the author's autograph, subjoined to the original
advertisement prefixed to the present volume, is taken from his signature
to the lease here referred to.—Enb.

2 “Quch legacies were very common in former times, before any
effectual laws were made for the repairs of highways."—Sir John
Cullum's “ Hawsted,” p. 15—G. W.
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before the lord chief justiciary, who was the found:r him
gelf, '

The charter of foundation of the Priory, dated 12383,
comes next in order to be considered; but being of some
length, I shall not interrupt my narrative by placing it
here.! My copy, taken from the original, I have compared

! Carta Petri et conventus ecclesie Winfon. pro fundatione prioratus de
Seleburne, §e. dat. 1233.

Omnibus Christi fidelibus ad quos presens scriptum pervenerit. P.
divina miseracione Wintdn ecclesie minister humilis salutem in Pomino:
Ex officio pastorali tenemur viros religiosos, qui panperes spiritu esse
pro Christo neglectis Ineris temporalibus elegerunt; spirituali affectu
diligere, fovere pariter et creare, eorumq; quieti sollicite providere; ut
tanto uberiores fructus de continua in lege Dei meditatione percipiant,
quanto a conturbationibus malignorum amplius foerint ex patroni
provisione et ecclesiastica defensione securi. Hine est quod universitati
vestre notificamns, nos divine caritatis instinctu, de assensu conventus
ecclesie nostre Winton, fundasse domum religiosam, ordinis magni patris
Augustini, in honore Dei et gloriose semper virginis ejusdem Dei gene-
tricis Marie, apnd Seleburne ; ibidemque canonicos regulares instituisse :
ad quorum sustentationem et hospitum et panperum susceptionem, dedi-
mus, concessimus, et presenti carta nostra confirmavimus eisdem
canonicis, totam terram quam habuimns de dono Jacobi de Acangre: et
totam terram, cursum aque, boscum et pratum que habuimus de dono
Jacobi de Nortone ; et totam terram boscum et redditum que habuimus
de dono domini Henrici regis Anglie; cum omnibus predictarum pos-
gessionum pertinentiis. Dedimus etiam et concessimus in proprios usus
eisdem canonicis ecclesiam predicte ville de Selelurne, et ecclesias de
Rasing, et de Basingestok, cum omnibus earundem ecclesiarum capellis,
libertatibus, et aliis pertinenciis; salva honesta et sufficienti sustenta-
tione vicariorum in predictis ecclesiis ministrantium; gquorum presen-
tatio ad priorem predicte domus religiose de Seleburne et canonicos
ejusdem loci in perpetunm pertinebit. Preterea possessiones et redditus,
ecclesins sive decimas, quas in episcopatu nostro adempti sunt, vel in
posterum, Deo dante, justis modis poterunt adipisci, sub nostra et
Wintan ecclesie protectione suscepimus, et episcopalis auctoritate officii
confirmavimus ; eadem auctoritate firmiter inhibentes, ne quis locum, in
quo divino sunt officio mancipati, seu alias eorum possessiones, invadere
vi vel fraude vel ingenio malo occupare audeat, vel etiam retinere, aut
fratres conversos, servientes, vel homines eorum aliqua violentia pertur-
bare, sive fugientes ad eos causa salutis sue capservande a septis domus
sue violenter presumat extraere. Precipimus autem ut in eadem domo
religiosa de Seleburne ordo canonicus, et regularis conversatio, secundum
regulam magni patris Augustind, quam primi inhabitatores professi
punt, in perpetunm observetur; et ipsa domus religiosa a cnjuslibet
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the right ot Pillory, Thurcet, and Furcas, and every mano-
rial privilege.

I find next a grant from Jo. de Venur, or Venur to the
prior of Selborne—*de tota mora [a moor or bog] ub: Bene
oritur, usque ad campum vivarii, et de prato voc. Syden-
meade cum abutt: et de cursu aque molendini.” And also
a grant in reversion ‘ unius virgate terre’’ [a yard land] in
Achangre at the death of Richard Actedene his sister’s
husband, who had no child. He was to present a pair of
gloves of one penny value to the prior and canons, to be
given annually by the said Richard ; and to quit all claim
to the said lands in reversion, provided the prior and canons
would engage annually to pay to the king, through the
hands of his bailiffs of Aulton, ten shillings at four quar-
terly payments, ““pro omnibus serviciis, consuetudinibus,
exactionibus, et demandis.”

This Jo. de Venur was a man of property at Oakhanger,
and lived probably at the spot now called Chapel Farm.
The grant bears date the seventeenth year of the reign of
Henry III. [viz. 1233].

It would be tedious to enumerate every little grant for
lands or tenements that might be produced from my
vouchers. I shall, therefore, pass over all such for the
present, and conclude this letter with a remark that must
strike every thinking person with some degree of wonder.
No sooner had a monastic institution got a footing, but the
neighbourhood began to be touched with a secret and reli-
gious awe. Bvery person round was desirous to promote
so good a work; and either by sale, by grant, or by gift in
reversion, was ambitious of appearing a benefactor. They
who had not lands to spare gave roads to accommodate the
infant foundation. The religious were not backward in
keeping up this pious propensity, which they observed so
readily influenced the breasts of men. Thus did the more
opulent monasteries add house to house, and field to field ;
and, by degrees, manor to manor, till at last “ there was no
place left ;”’ but every district around became appr-l:-pria.t.ed
to the purposes of their founders, and every preciuct was
drawn iato the vortex.
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fear of a surprise; but cautiously fortified himself amidst
the forests and woodlands with which he was so well
acquainted. Prince Edward, desirous of putting an end
to the troubles which had so long harassed the kingdom,
pursued the arch-rebel into his fastnesses; attacked his
camp ; leaped over the intrenchments; and, singling out
Gurdon, ran him down, wounded him, and took him
prisoner.’

There is mot perhaps in all history a more remarkable
instance of command of temper, and magnanimity, than
this before us: that a young prince, in the moment of
victory, when he had the fell adversary of the crown and
royal family at his mercy, should be able to withhold his
hand - from that vengeance which the vanquished so well
deserved. A cowardly disposition would have been blinded
by resentment: but this gallant heir-apparent saw at once
a method of converting a most desperate foe into a lasting
friend. He raised the fallen veteran from the ground, he
pardoned him, he admitted him into his confidence, and
introduced him to the queen, then lying at Guildford, that
very evening. This unmerited and unexpected lenity melted
the heart of the rugged Gurdon at once; he became in an
instant a loyal and useful subject, trusted and employed in
matters of moment by Edward when king, and confided in
till the day of his death.

LETTER IX.

£ T has been hinted in a former letter that Sir
Adam Gurdon had availed himself by mar-
rying women of property. By my evidences
it appears that he had three wives, and pro-

. Zdop bably in the following order: Constantia,
Amfma and Agnes. The first of these ladies, who was the
companion of his middle life, seems to have been a person

1 M. Paris, p, 675, and Triveti Annales—G. W.
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The manor house called Temple is at present a single
building, running in length from sonth to north, and has
been occupied as a common farm house from time imme-
morial, The south end is modern, and consists of a brew-
house, and then a kitchen. The middle part is a hall
twenty-seven feet in length and nineteen feet in breadth ;
and has been formerly open to the top; but there is now a
floor above it, and also a chimney in the western wall. The
roofing consists of strong massive rafter-work ornamented
with carved roses. 1 have often locked for the lamb and

TEMPLE, 1N THE PAHISH OF SELBORNE.

flag, the arms of the Knights Templars, without success;
but in one corner found a fox with a goose on his back, so
coarsely executed that it required some attention to make
out the device.

Beyond the hall to the north is a small parlonr with a
vast heavy stone chimney-piece ; and, at the end of all, the
chapel or oratory, whose massive thick walls and narrow
windows at once bespeak great antiquity. This room is
only sixteen feet by sixteen feet eight inches ; and full seven-
teen feet nine inches inheight. The ceiling is formed of vast
joists, placed only five or six inches apart. Modern delicacy
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It continues 'still, as it was in old times, to be the scene
of recreation for the youths and children of the neighbour-
hood ; and impresses an idea on the mind that this village,
even in Saxon times, could not be the most abject of places,
when the inhabitants thought proper to assign so spacious a
spot for the sports and amusements of its young people.’

TILE FPLESTOR.

As soon as the prior became possessed of this piece of
ground, he procured a charter for a market® from King
Henry III., and began to erect houses and stalls,  seldas,”
around it. From this period Selborne became a market
town, but how long it enjoyed that privilege does not

I For more cirenmstances respecting the Plestor, see Letter IT. to
Mr Pennant.—G. W.

¢ Bishop Tammer, in his Notitia Monastica, has made a mistake re-
specting the market and fair at Selborne ; for, in his references to Dods-
worth, cart. 54 Hen, ILL. m. 3. he says, * De mercatu, et feria de Sele-
burn.”  But this reference is wrong ; for, instead of Seleburn, it proves
that the place there meant was Lekeborne or Legeborn, in the connty
of Lincoln. This error was copied from the index of the Cat. MSS,
Angl. Tt does not appear that there ever was a chartered fair at Sel-
borne. For several particulars respecting the present fair at Selborne
see Letter XXV, of these Antiquities.—G. W. '
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The year after Gurdon had bestowed the Plestor on the
Priory, viz. in 1272, Henry III. King of England died, and
was succeeded by his son Edward, This magnanimous
prince continued his regard for Sir Adam, whom he esteemed
as a brave man, and made him warden, ° cusfos,” of the
forest of Wolmer,! Though little emolument might hang to
this appointment, yet are there reasons why it might be

1 Since the letters respecting Wolmer Forest and Ayles Holt, from
pp- 17 to 33, were printed, the author has been favoured with the follow-
ing extracts :

In the * Act of Resumption, 1 Hen. VII.” it was provided, that it be
not prejudicial to *Harry at Lode, ranger of our forest of Wolmere, to
him by oure letters patents before tyme gevyn."—Rolls of Parl. vol. vi.

. 370,
: In the 11 Hen. VII. 1495.—* Warlham [Ward-le-ham] and the
office of forest [forester] of Wolmere " were held by Edmund, Duke of
Suffolk.—Rolls, ib. 474.

Act of general pardon, 14 Hen. VIII. 1523, not to extend to * Rich.
Bp. of Wynton [Bishop Fox] for any seizure or forféiture of liberties,
&e. within the forest of Wolmer, Alysholt, and Newe Forest; nor to
any person for waste, &c. within the manor of Wardlam, or pavish of
Wardlam [Ward-le-ham ;] nor to abusing, &e. of any office or fee, with-
in the said forests of Wolmer or Alysholt, or the said park of Ward-
lam."—County Suth’t. Rolls prefixed to first Vol. of Journals of
the Lords, p. xeiii. b,

To these may be added some other particulars, taken from a book
lately published, entitled * An Aceount of all the Manors, Messuages,
Lands, &e. in the different Counties of England and Wales, held by
Lease from the Crown; as contained in the Report of the Commis-
sioners appointed to inguire into the State and Condition of the Royal
Forests,” &c.—London, 1787.

“ Southampton.”

P. 64. “ A foe-farm rent of £31 2s. 11d. out of the manors of Last
and West Wardleham; and also the office of lieutenant or keeper of the
forest or chase of Aliceholt and Wolmer, with all offices, fees, commodi-
ties, and privileges thereto belonging.

“ Names of lessees, William, Earl of Dartmouth and others (in trust).

“Date of the last lease, March 23, 1780 ; granted fur such term as
would fill up the subsisting term to thirty-one years.

“ Expiration March 23, 1811."

“ Appendix, No. TIL"
“ Bonthampton.”
¢ Hundreds—Selborne and Finchdeane.”
“ Honours and manors,” &e.
¢ Aliceholt Forest, three parks there.
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Einglish and a Norman ship, about some trifle, brought on
by degrees such serious consequences, that in 1295 B WAL
broke out between the two nations. The French king,
Philip the Hardy, gained some advantages in Gascony ; and,
not content with those, threatened England with an invasion,
and, by a sudden attempt, took and burnt Dover.

Upon this emergency Edward sent a writ to Gurdon,
ordering him and four others to enlist three thousand sol-
diers in the counties of Surrey, Dorset, and Wiltshire, able-
bodied men, ““ tam saggitare quam balistare potentes:” and
to see that they were marched, by the feast of All Saints, to
Winchelsea, there to be embarked aboard the king’s trans-
ports.

The occasion of this armament appears also from a sum-
mons to the Bishop of Winchester to parliament, part of
which I shall transcribe on account of the insolent menace
which is said therein to have been denounced against the
English language :—“ qualiter rex Francis de terra nostra
Gascon nos fraudulenter et cautelose decepit, eam nobis
nequiter detinendo . . . vero predictis fraude et nequitia non
contentus, ad expugnationem regni nostrl classe maxima et
bellatorum copiosa multitudine congregatis, cum quibus
regnum nostrum et regni ejusdem incolas hostiliter jam
invasurus, linguam Anglicam, si concepte iniquitatis pro-
posito detestabili potestas correspondeat, quod Deus avertat,
omnino de terra delere proponit.” Dated 80th September,
in the year of King Edward’s reign xxiii."

The above are the last traces that I can discover of
Gurdon’s appearing and acting in public. The first notice
that my evidences give of him is, that, in 1232, being the
sixteenth of Henry III., he was the king’s bailiff, with
others, for the town of Alton. Now, from 1232 to 1295 is
a space of sixty-three years; a long period for one man fo
be employed in active life! Should any ene doubt whether
all these particulars can relate to one and the same person,
I should wish him to attend to the following reasons why

1 Reg. Wynton, Stratford, but query Stratford ; for Stratford was not
Bishop uf Winton till 1323, near thirty years uft.Erwm'l.‘lE —G. W.
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viz. 1307. It has been observed before that Gurdon had a
natural son: this person was called by the name of John
Dastard, alias Wastard, but more probably Bastard ; since
bastardy in those days was not deemed any disgrace, though
- dastardy was esteemed the greatest. He was married to
Gunnorie Duncun; and had a tenement and some land
granted him in Selborne by his sister Johanna.

LETTER XI.

tioned in a former letter, had considerable
property in Selborne ; and also a preceptory
at Sudington, now called Southington, a
S 4 hamlet lying one mile to the east of the vil-
lage. Bishop Tanner mentions only two such houses of

1 The Military Orders of the Religious.

The Knichts Hospitalars of St. John of Jerusalem, afterwards called
Knights of Rhodes, now of Malta, came into England about the year
1100, 1 Hen. 1.

The Knights Templars came into England pretty early in Stephen's
reign, which commenced 1135, The order was dissolved in 1312, and
their estates given by act of Parliament to the Hospitalars in 1323, (all
in Edw. IL) though many of their estates were never actually enjoyed
by the said Hospitalars.—Vid. Tanuver, p. xxiv. x.

The commandries of the Hospitalars, and preceptories of Templars,
were each subordinate to the principal house of their respective religion
in London, Although these are the different demominations, which
Tanner at p. xxviil, assigns to the cells of these different orders, yet
throughout the work very frequent instances oceur of preceptaries attri-
buted to the Hospitalars; and if in some passages of Nufitia Monast.
commandries are attributed to the Templars, it is only where the place
afterwards became the property of the Hospitalars, and so is there
indifferently styled preceptory or commandry; see pp. 243, 263, 276,
577, 678. But, to account for the first observed inaccuraey, it is pro-
bable the preceptories of the Templars, when given to the Hospitalars,
were still vulzarly, however, called by their old name of preceptories;
whereas in propriety the societies of the Hospitalars were indeed (as
Lias been said) commandries. And such deviation from the strictness of
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Temple on that order in support of the holy land; and,
moreover, she seems to have been moving from Selborne
when she sold her goods and chattels to the priory, as men-
sioned above.

Temple no doubt did belong to the knights, as may be
agserted, not only from its name, but also from another
corroborating circumstance of its being still a manor tithe-
free; ¢ for, by virtue of their order,” says Dr. Blackstone,
““ the lands of the Knights Templars were privileged Ly the
pope with a discharge from tithes.”

Antiguaries have been much puzzled about the terms
preceptores and preceptorium, not being able to determine
what officer or edifice was meant. But perhaps all the
while the passage quoted above from one of my papers
"¢ per manum preceptoris vel ballivi nostri, qui pro tempore
fuerit ibidem,” may help to explain the difficulty. For
if it be allowed here that preceptor and ballivus are synony-
mous words, then the brother who took on him that office
resided in the house of the Templars at Sudington, a pre-
ceptory ; where he was their preceptor, superintended their
affairs, received their money; and, asin the instance there
mentioned, paid from their chamber, ¢ camera,” as directed:
so that, according to this explanation, a preceptor was no
other than a steward, and a preceptorium was his residence.
I am well aware that, according to strict Latin, the wel
should have been seu or sive, and the order of the words
“ preceptoris nostri, vel ballivi, qui”—et ““ibidem ™ should
hiave been ibi; ibidem necessarily having reference to fwe
or more pergons: but it will hardly be thought fair to apply
the niceties of classic rules to the Latinity of the thirteenth
century, the writers of which seem to have aimed at nothing
farther than to render themsclves intelligible.

There is another remark that we have made, which,
I think, corroborates what has been advanced; and that
is, that Richard Carpenter, preceptor of Sudington, at the
time of the transactions between the Templars and Selborne
Priory, did always sign last as a witness in the three deeds:
he calls himself fraler, it is true, among many other brothers,
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which these masses were performed; and there is the more
reason to suppose as much, because, fill within these thirty
years, this space was fenced off with Gothic wooden railing,
and was known by the name of the south chancel,!

The solicitude expressed by the donor plainly shows her
piety and firm persuasion of the efficacy of prayers for the
dead ; for she seems to have made every provision for the
payment of the sum stipulated within the appointed time ;
and to have felt much anxiety lest her death, or the neglect
of her executors or assigns, might frustrate her intentions.—
“Et si contingat me in solucione predicte pecunie annis
predictis in parte aut in toto deficere, quod absit; concedo
et obligo pro me et assignatis meis, quod Vice-Comes . . .
Oxon. et . . . qui pro tempore fuerint, per omnes terras et
tenementa, et omnia bona mea mobilia et immobilia ubi-
cunque in balliva sua fuerint inventa ad selucionem pre-
dictam faciendam possent nos compellere.” And again—
“Et s1 contingat dictos religiosos labores seu expensas
facere circa predictam pecuniam, seu circa partem dicte
pecunie; volo quod dictorum religiosornm impense et
labores levantur ita quod predicto priori vel uni canoni-
corum suorum super hiis simplici verbo credatur sine al-
terius honere probacionis ; et quod ntrique predictorum viro-
rum in unam marcam argenti pro cujuslibet distrincione
super me facienda tenear.—Dat. apud Wareborn die sabati
proxima ante festum St. Marci evangeliste, anno regni regis
Hdwardi tertio decimo.”*

But the reader perhaps would wish to be better informed
respecting this benefactress, of whom as yet he has heard
no particulars,

The Ela Longspee therefore above-mentioned was a lady

1 For what iz said more respecting this chantry see Letter III. of
these “ Antiguities."—Mention is made of a Nicholas Langrish, capel-
lanus de Selborne, in the time of Henry VIII. Was he chantry-chaplain
to Ela Longspee, whose masses were probably continued to the time of
the Reformation ? More will be said of this person hereafter.—G. W.

2 Ancient deeds are often dated on a Sunday, having been executed
in churches and churchyards for the sake of notoriety, and for the con-
veniency of procuring several witnesses to attest.—G. W.
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cesse :’—* Forma decreti post electionem conficiendi:?”—
 Modus procedendi ad electionem per formam scrutinii : > —
et “ Forma ricte presentandi electum.” Such evidences
are rare and curious, and throw great light upon the general

dioceseos salutem cum subjectione humili, reverentiam, et honorem.
Monasterio nostro de 8. in quo sub protectione vestra vivimug, sub habitu
regulari, Prioris solacio destituto per mortem bone memorie, &e. quondam
Prioris nostri, qui tali hora in aurora diem clausit extremum, vestre
paternitati reverende et dominationi precipue istum nostrum et nostri
monasterii casum flebilem cum merore nunciamus ; ad vestre paternitatis
refugium fratres nostros A. et C. canonicos destinantes, rogando et
petendo devote quatenus nobis dignemini licenciam tribuere, ut monas-
terio predicto, Prioris regimine destituto, providere possimus, invocata
Spiritus sancti gratia, per electionem canonicam de Priore. Actum in
monasterio predieto 5 kalend. &e, anno Domini, &e. Valeat reverenda
paternitas vestra semper in Domino."”

Forma licencie concesse.

“ P, Dei gratia Wintoniensis episcopus dilectis in Christo filiis suppriori
et conventui talis loci salutem, gratiam, et benedictionem. Viduitatem
monasterii vestri vacantis per mortem quondam R. Prioris vestri, cujus
anime propicietur altissimus, paterno compacientes affectu, petitam a
nobis eligendi licenciam vobis concedimus, ut patronus, Datum apud,
&e. 8 kalend. Jul. anno consecrationis nostre tertio.”

Farma decreti post electionem conficiendi,

“In nomine Domin nostri Jhesa Christi, Amen. Monasterio beate
Marie talis loei Winton. dioe. solacio destituto per mortem R. quondam
Prioris ipsius; ac corpore ejus, prout moris est, ecclesiastice sepulture
commendato ; petita cum devocione licentia per fratres K. et . canonicos
a ven: in Christo patre et domino domino P, Dei gratia Wintoniensi
episcopo ejusdem monasterii patrono, eligendi priorem, et optenta; die
dato, a toto capitulo ad eligendum voeati fuere evoeandi, qui debuerunt
voluerunt, et potuerunt comode electioni prioris in monasterio predicto
interesse; omnes canonici in capitulo ejusdem ecclesie convenerunt tali
die, anno Dom. &e. ad tractandum de electione sui prioris facienda; qui,
invocata Spiritus Sancti gratia, ad procedendum per formam secrutinii
concencientes.”

(N. 108.) Modus procedendi ad electionem per formam serufinii.

% Omnibus in eapitulo congregatis qui debent volunt et possunt comode
interesse electioni elizendi sunt tres de capitulo® non nostro obediencias
ores,t qui erunt scrutatores, et sedebunt in angulo capituli; et primo
requirent vota sua propria, videlicet, duo requirent terfium et duo

* Tratres canonicos. See Forma decreti, §o.—G. W,
+ Obedientiores, sc. more regular. In virtute obedientia occurs ‘in

Not, Visit—G. W,
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dead, as often as may be. If any impediment occur to
prevent the celebration, they are to report it within three
days to the prior; who is also required to search diligently
every month into breaches of this rule, and to punish the
delinquents.]

Item 4th. “Not to permit such frequent passing of
secular people of both sexes through their convent, as if a
thoroughfare, from whence many disorders may and have
arisen.”

Item 5th. “ To take care that the doors of their church
and Priory be so attended to that no suspected and dis-
orderly females, ¢ suspecte et alise inhoneste,” pass through
their. choir and cloister in the dark;”’ and to see that the
doors of their church between the nave and the choir, and
the gates of their cloister opening into the fields, be
constantly kept shut until their first choir-service is over in
the morning, at dinner time, and when they meet at their
evening collation.’

Item 6th mentions that several of the canons are found
to be very ignorant and illiterate, and enjoins the prior to
see that they be better instructed by a proper master.

[Item 7th. The decretals concerning their order are not
read, on which account they, in consequence of their ignor-
ance of them, to the peril of their souls act in a manner
therein expressly forbidden. Wherefore they are required
to have these decretals written in a volume, and read twice
a year in the chapter for the information of the seniors ; and
to have them explained, in the vulgar, to the novices, so
that they may know them as it were by heart. This charge
is laid upon the prior, under pain of suspension.]

Item 8th. The canons are here accused of refusing to
accept of their statutable clothing year by year, and of
demanding a certain specificd sum of money, as if it were
their annual rent and due. This the bishop forbids, and
orders that the canons shall be clothed out of the revenue
of the Priory, and the old garments be laid by in a chamber

1 A collation was & meal or repast on a fast day, in lieu of a supper
—G. W.
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In Ttem 12th he forbids the ecanons in office to make their
business a plea for not attending the service of the choir;
since by these means either divine worship is neglected, or
their brother canons are overburdened.

[Item 13th directs that two of the canons shall twice
in every year personally visit the manors, and report in
writing their condition and the live and dead stock at each ;
that in case of the death of any officer, the convent may
not be left in ignorance as to the state of his charge;
neglect to be severely punished, according to the bishop’s
discretion. ]

By Item 14th we are informed that the original number
of canons at the Priory of Selborne was fourteen ; but: that
at this visitation they were found to be let down to cleven.
The visitor therefore strongly and earnestly enjoins them
that, with all due speed and diligence, they should proceed
to the election of proper persons to fill up the vacancies,
under pain of the greater excommunication.

[Item 15th is especially addressed to the prior, who has
neglected to make inquisition as to proprietary canons,
““ whence 1t has resulted that the old enemy, taking advan-
tage of the continued sloth of the shepherd, has seduced the
wretched and erring sheep by means of the snare of pro-
perty into the thirst of avarice,” to the serious peril of their
souls. He 1s required, twice a year at least, to make
inquisition and to punish offenders. In neglect of this duty
he is ipso facto suspended.

[Item 16th refers to the constitutions as requiring that
abbots and priors, and other officers, should twice at least
in ecach year, in the presence of the whole convent, or of a
certain number deputed by the chapter, render a full account
of their administration; and avers that this has not been
attended to in the Priory of Selborne. Requires that it be
nbserved in future, under pain of suspension.]

In Item 17th, the prior and canons are accused of suffer-

in hearing, and sometimes in sight from their windows. If the bi?]mp
was 50 offended at these sporting canons, what would he have saud to
our modern fox-hunting divines?—G. W.
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and silver. It is remarkable that no punishment is annexed
to this injunction.

[Item 30th. The bishop appears to have believed in the
vulgar adage that what is every body’s business is nobody’s
business ; and probably attributed to this cause much of
the disorder that prevailed. He here remarks that as each
office ought to be committed to a special officer, he requires
that to be done for the future : such officers to be elected
according to the custom of the Priory. The penalty for
disobedience in this case is no less than excommunication,]

Item 31st. He here singly and severally forbids each
canon not admitted to a cure of souls to administer ex-
treme unction, or the sacrament, to clergy or laity, or to
perform the service of matrimony, till he has taken out the
licence of the parish priest.

Item 32nd. The bishop says in this item that he had
observed and found, in his several visitations, that the
sacramental plate and cloths of the altar, surplices, &c. were
sometimes left in such an uncleanly and disgusting condi-
tion as to make the beholders shudder with horror ;—* quod
aliquibus sunt horrori ;'” he therefore enjoins them for the
{future to see that the plate, cloths, and vestments be kept
bright, clean, and in decent order ; and, what must surprise
the reader, adds—that he expects for the future that the
sacrist should provide for the sacrament good wine, pure
and unadulterated ; and not, as had often been the practice,
that which was sour, and tending to decay :—he says farther,
that it seems quite preposterous to omit in sacred matters
that attention to decent cleanliness, the neglect of which
would disgrace a common convivial meeting.

“, + u » « a neturpe toral, ne sordida mappa
Corruget nares ; ne non et cantharus, et lanx
Ostendat tibi te . . . . i

Item 33d says that, though the relics of saints, the plate,

I % Men abhorred the offering of the Lord."—1 Sam. chap. ii. v. 17.
Strange as this account may appear to modern delicacy, the autlor,
when first in orders. twice met with similar circumstances attending the
saerament at two churches belonging to two obscure villages. In the
first he found the inside of the chalice covered with birds' dung: and in
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constitutions are in Lyndewood’s Provinciale, and were
drawn up in the 52nd of Henry IIT,

In the Visitatio Notabilis the usual punishment is fasting
on bread and beer; and in cases of repeated delinquency
on bread and water. On these occasions quarta feria, et
sexta feria, are mentioned often, and are to be understood
of the days of the week numerically on which such punish-
ment is to be inflicted,

LETTER XYV.
- ’“‘-"‘" ‘F HOUGH Bishop Wykeham appears somewhat
stern and rigid in his visitatorial character
towards the Priory of Selborne, yet he was
on the whole a liberal friend and benefactor
TreeAs  to that convent, which, like every society or
mdlmdual that fell in his way, partook of the generosity
and benevolence of that munificent prelate.

In the year 1377, William of Wykeham, out of his
mere good will and hiberality, discharged the whole debts
of the prior and convent of Selborne, to the amount of one
hundred and ten marks eleven shillings and sixpence ;' and,
a few years before he died, he made a free gift of one hun-
dred marks to the same priory: on which account the prior
and convent voluntarily engaged for the celebration of two
masses a day by two canons of the convent for ten years,
for the bishop’s welfare, if he should live so long; and for
‘his soul if he should die before the expiration of this term.”

At this distance of time it seems matter of great wonder
to us how these societies, so nobly endowed, and whose
members were exempt by their very institution from every
means of personal and family expense, could possibly run
in debt without squandering their revenues in a manner
incompatible with their function.

—

1 Yet in ten vears' time we find, by the Notabilis Visitatio, that all
their relics, plate, vesrments, title deeds, &c., were in pawn—G. W,
* Lowth's * Life of Wykeham,"—G. W.
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eonsent, appointed the 12th of November, ad horam ejusdem
diei capitularem, for the business:—when they met in the
chapter-house, post missam de sancto Spiritu, solemnly
celebrated in the church ;—to wit, Richard Elstede ; Thomas
Halyborne ; John Lemyngton, sacrista; John Stepe, cantor;
Walter Ffarnham; Richard Putworth, celerarius Hugh
London; Henry Brampton, alias Brompton; John Wyn-
chestre, senior; John Wynchestre, junior ;—then “ pro-
posito primitus verbo Dei,” and then *° ympno Veni Creator
Spiritus” being solemnly sung, cum “ versiculo et oratione,”
as usual, and his letter of license, with the appointment of
the hour and place of election, being read, alta voce, in valvis
of the chapter-house ;—John Wynchestre, senior, the sub-
prior, in his own behalf and that of all the canons, and by
their mandate, *“ quasdam monicionem et protestacionem in
scriptis redactas fecit, legit, et interposuit”—that all persons
disqualified, or not having right to be present, should im-
mediately withdraw ; and protesting against their voting,
&c.—that then having read the constitution of the general
council “ Quia propter,” and explained the modes of pro-
ceeding to election, they agreed unanimously to proceed
“ per viam seu formam simplicis compromissi;” when John
Wynchestre, sub-prior, and all the others (the commissaries
under-named excepted) named and chose brothers Richard
Elstede, Thomas Halyborne, John Lemyngton the sacrist,
John Stepe, chantor, and Richard Putworth, canons, te be
commissaries, who were sworn each to nominate and elect
a fit person to be prior; and empowered by letters patent
under the common seal, to be in force only until the dark-
ness of the night of the same day ;—that they, or the greater
part of them, should elect for the whole convent, within the
limited time, from their own number, or from the rest of
the convent;—that one of them should publish their con-
sent in common before the clergy and people :—they then
all promised to receive as prior the person these five canons
should fix on. The commissaries seceded from the chapter-
house to the refectory of the Priory, and were shut in with
master John Penkester, bachelor of laws; and John Couke
and John Lynne, perpetual vicars of the parish churches





































482 ANTIQUITIES

rev. patre ibidem tunc sedente,” Peter Berne, prior of Sel-
horne, “ ipsum prioratum in sacras et venerabiles manus,”
of the bishop, “ viva voce libere resignavit:” and his resig-
nation was admitted before two witnesses and a notary
public. In consequence, March 29th, before the bishop,
m “‘ capella manerii sui ante dieti pro tribunali sedente,
comparuerunt fratres’ Peter Berne, Thomas London, Wil-
liam Wyndesor, and William Paynell, alias Stretford, canons
regular of the Priory, “ capitulum, et conventum ejusdem
ecclesie facientes ; ac jus et voces in electione futura prioris
dicti prioratus solum et in solidum, ut asseruerunt, habentes;”
and after the bishop had notified to them the vacancy of a
prior, with his free license to elect, deliberated awhile, and
then, by way of compromise, as they affirmed, unanimously
transferred their right of election to the bishop before wit-
nesses, In consequence of this the bishop, after full de-
liberation, proceeded, April 7th, *“ in capella manerii sui de
Waltham,” to the election of a prior; * et fratrem Johannem
Morton, priorem ecclesie conventualis de Reygate dicti
ordinis S" Angustini Wynton. dicc. in priorem vice et
nomine omnium et singulorum canonicornm predietorum
elegit, in ordine sacerdotali, et etate licita constitutum, &e.”
And on the same day, in the same place, before the same
witnesses, John Morton resigned to the bishop the priorship
of Reygate viva voce. The bishop then required his consent
to his own election ; “ qui licet in parte renitens tanti reve-
rendi patris se confirmans,” obeyed, and signified his con-
sent oraculo vive vocis. Then was there a mandate citing
any one who would gainsay the said election to appear be-
fore the bishop or his commissary in his chapel at Farnham
on the 2nd day of May next. The dean of the deanery of
Aulton then appeared before the chancellor, his commissary,
and veturned the citation or mandate dated April 22nd, 1468,
with signification, in writing, of his having published it as
required, dated Newton Valence, May 1st, 1468. This cer-
tificate being read, the four canons of Selborne appeared
and required the election to be confirmed ; ef ex super abun-
dantiappointed William Long their proctor to solieitin their
name that he might be canonically confirmed. John Morton
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and William Stratfeld, canons, who alone had voices, being
the only canons, about ten o’ the clock, first sung “ Veni
Creator,” the letters and license being read in the presence
of many persons there. Then William Wyndesor, in his
own name, and that of all the canons, made solemn procla-
mation, enjoining all who had no right to vote to depart
out of the chapter-house. When all were withdrawn ex-
cept Guyllery de Lacuna, in decretis Baccalarius, and Robert
Peverell, notary-public, and also the two chaplains, the first
was requested to stay, that he might direct and inform us
in the mode of election; the other, that he might record
and attest the transactions; and the two last that they
might be witnesses to them.

Then, having read the constitution of the general council,
¢ Quia propter,” and the forms of elections contained in it
being sufficiently explained to them by De Lacuna, as well
in Latin as the vulgar tongue, and having deliberated in
what mode to proceed in this election, they resolved on that
of scrutiny. Three of the canons, Wyndesor, Berne, and
London, were made scrutators : Berne, Liondon, and Strat-
feld, choosing Wyndesor ; Wyndesor, London, and Stratfeld,
choosing Berne; Wyndesar, Berne, and Stratfeld, choosing
London.

They were empowered to take each other’s vote, and then
that of Stratfeld: “ et ad inferiorem partem angularem *
of the chapter-house, ““juxta ostium ejusdem declinentes,”
with the other persons (except Stratfeld, who stayed behind),
proceeded to voting, two swearing, and taking the voice of
the. third, in succession, privately., Wyndesor voted first:
“ Hgo credo Petrum Berne meliorem et utiliorem ad regimen
istius ecclesie, et 'in ipsum- consentio, ac enm momino,” &e.
Berne was next sworn, and in like manner nominated
Wyndesor ; London nominated Berne: Stratfeld was then
called and sworn, and nominated Berne.

“ Quibus in scriptis redactis,” by the notary-public, they
returned to the upper part of the chapter-house, where by
Wyndesor “sic peracta fecerunt in communi,” and then
solemnly, in form written, declared the election of Berne:
when all, ¢ antedicto nostro electo exeepto, approbantes et
ratificantes, cepimus decantare solemniter ©T'e Deuwm Lau-
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The reason for this difference seems to have been, that, in
the first case, thongh in years, he might have been hale and
capable of taking his share in the duty of the convent; in
the second, he was broken with age, and no longer equal to
the functions of a canon.

Impressed with this idea the bishop very benevolently
interceded in his favour, and laid his injunctions on the new
elected prior in the following manner.

Fol, 56, “In Dei nomine Amen. Nos Willmus, &e.
considerantes Petrum Berne,” late prior ‘in administratione
spiritualium et temporalium prioratus landabiliter vixisse et
rexisse; ipsumque senio et corporis debilitate confractur ;
ne in opprobrium religionis mendicari ecogatur;— eidem
annuam pensionem a Domino Johanne Sharp, alias Glaston-
bury, priore moderno,” and his successors, and, from the
Priory or church, to be paid every year during his life, “ de
voluntate et ex consensu expressis” of the said John Sharp,
“sub ea que sequitur forma verborum—assignamus : ”’

1st. That the said prior and his successors, for the time
being, honeste ewhibebunt of the fruits and profits of the
priorship, “eidem esculenta et potulenta,” while he re-
mained in the Priory, *sub consimili portione eorundem
prout convenienter priori,” for the time being, ministrari
contigerit; and in like manner uni famulo, whom he should
choose to wait on him, as to the servienfibus of the prior.

Item. *“ Invenient sen exhibebunt eidem unam honestam
cameram” in the Priory, “cum focalibus necessariis seu
opportunis ad enndem.”

Item. We will, ordain, &ec. to the said P. Berne an
annual pension of ten marks, from the revenue of the Priory,
to be paid by the hands of the prior quarterly.

The bishop decrees farther, that John Sharp, and hi
successors, shall take an oath toobserve thisinjunction, and
that before their installation.

““ Lecta et facta sunt hee in quodam alto oratorio,” be-
longing to the bishop at Suthwaltham, May 25, 1478, in the
presence of John Sharp, who gave his assent, and then
took the oath before witnesses, with the other oaths before
the chancellor, who decreed he should be inducted and in-
stalled ; as was done that same day.
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sequitur.—In Dei nomine, Amen. Coram nolis venerabili
in Christo patre Richardo, priore, &c. de Novo Loco, &c.
commisgario, &e.” On the part of the college of Magd.
dicit, allegat, and in his “ seriptis proponit, &e.”

““ Imprimis—that said college consists of a president and
eighty scholars, besides sixteen choristers,thirteen servientes
inibi altissimo famulantibus, et in scientiis plerisque libera-
libus, presertim in sacra theologia studentibus, nedum ad
1ipsorum presidentis et scholarium pro presenti et imposte-
rum, annuente deo, incorporandorum in eodem relevamen ;
verum etiam ad omnium et singulorum tam scholarinm quam
religiosorum cujuscunque ordinis undequaque illue confluere
pro salubri doctrina volentium utilitatem multiplicem, ad
inerementa virtutis fideique catholice stabilimentum. Ita
videlicet quod ommes et singuli absque personarum sen
nationum delectu. illuc accedere volentes, lecturas publicas
et doctrinas tam in grammatica, loco ad collegium contiguo,
ac philosophiis morali et naturali, quam in sacra theologia
in eodem collegio perpetuis temporibus continuandas libere
atque gratis audire valeant et possint, ad laudem gloriam et
honorem Dei, &e. extitit fandatum et stabilitum.”

For the first item in this process see the beginning of
this letter. Then follows item the second — that the
revenues of the college non sufficiunt his diebus.” * Item
—that the premisses are true, &c. nt super eisdem labora-
runt, et laborant publica vox et fama. Unde facta fide
petit pars eorundem that the Priory be annexed to the
college: ita gquod dicto prioratu vacante liceat 1is ex tunec
to take possession, &e.” This libel, with the express con-
sent of the other proctors, we, the commissary, admitted,
and appointed the 6th of August for Preston to prove the
premisses.

Preston produced witnesses, W. Gyfford, S. T. I, J ohn
Nele, A. M., John Chapman, chaplain, and Robert Baron,
literatus, who were admitted and sworn, when the court was
prorogued to the 6th of August; and the witnesses, on the
game 6th of August, were examined by the commissary,
“in capella infra manerinm de Essher situata, secrete et
singillatim.,” Then follow the * literse procuratorim 1 firad
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some of them I shall take notice, where anything singular
oceurs.

And here first we meet with Paradyss [Paradise] Mede.
Every convent had its Paradise; which probably was an
enclosed orchard, pleasantly laid out, and planted with fruit
trees. Tylehouse Grove, so distingnished from having a
tiled house near it.," Butt-wood Close; here the servants
of the Priory and the village swains exercised themselves
with their long bows, and shot at a mark against a butt, or
bank.” Cundyth [conduit] Wood: the engrosser of the
leage not understanding this name has made a strange bar-
barous word of it. Conduit Wood was and is a steep rough
cow-pasture, lying above the Priory, at about a quarter of
a mile to the south-west. In the side of this field there is
a spring of water that never fails; at the head of which a
cistern was built which communicated with leaden pipes
that conveyed water to the monastery. When this reservoir
was first constructed does not appear ; we only know that it
underwent a repair in the episcopate of Bishop Wainfleet,
about the year 1462. Whether these pipes only conveyed

titles, as Le Buri and Truestede in this village; and La Liega, or
La Lyge, which was the name of the original site of the Priory, &e.—
G. W.

! Men at first heaped sods, or fern, ir heath, on their roofs to keep off
the inclemencies of weather ; and then by degrees laid straw or hanm.
The first refinements in roofing were shingles, which are very ancient,
Tiles are a very late and imperfect covering, and were not much in use
till the beginning of the sixteenth century. The first tiled house at
Nottingham was in 1503.—G. W.

Mr. Bennett has suggested that perhaps the tile house was the
establishment at which the tiles used in the convent flooring were made.
The number of plain tiles which were used there appears to have been
considerable: in the preparation of the ornamented ones much time
must have been oceupied. The mannfacture of them on the spot would
have been quite in accordance with the arrangements made by such
establishments generally, and certainly by the Priory of Selborne, for
carrying on trades within themselves, and thus rendering themselves
self-dependent only.—Ep.

8 There is also a Butt-close just at the back of the village,.—G. W.

? N. 881. “Clausure terre abbatie ecclesie parochiali de Seleburne,
ixs iilid. Reparacionibus domorum predicti prioratus iiii {ib, xi 4.
Ague eonducl ibidem, xxiiid.—G. W.
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Et liceat eidem priori et ballis suis ponere se in seisinam in

hujusmodi catall. in casibus pdeis sine disturbacone ballivor.
dni reg. quornmecungue.

“Item clam. quod licet aliqua libtatum p dnm regem con-
cessar. pcessu temporis quocunq ; casu contingente usi non

fuerint, nlominus postea eadm libtate uti possit. Et pdcus
prior quesitus p justic. quo warranto clamat omn. terr. et
ten. sua in Seleburne, Norton, Basynges, Basyngestoke, &

Nattele, que prior domus i:anltu huit & tenuit X™ die April

anno regni dni Hen. reg. pavi dni reg. nue XVIII. lmmppm
esse quieta de vasto et regardo, et visu forestarior. et viri-
darior. regardator. et omnium ministrorum foreste.”” &c. &e.
-—-Chapter House, Westminster,

LETTER XXVI.

Priory and parish of Selborne are now at an
end, yet, as the author has still several things
to say respecting the present state of that
A convent and its Grange, and other matters,
he does not see how he can acquit himself of the subject
without trespassing again on the patience of the reader by
adding one supplementary letter.

No sooner did the Priory (perhaps much out of repair at
the time) become an appendage to the college, but it must
at once have tended to swift decay. Magdalen College
wanted now only two chambers for the chantry priest and
his assistant ; and therefore had no oceasion for the hall,
dormitory, and other spacious apartments belonging to' so
large a foundation. The roofs, neglected, would soon
become the possession of daws and owls; and, being rotted
and decayed by the weather, would fall in upon the floors ;
so that all parts must have hastened to speedy dilapidation
and a scene of broken ruins. Three full centuries have
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the very foundations have been torn up for the repair of
the highways; so that the site of this convent is now be-
come a rough, rugged pasture-field, full of hillocks and pits,
choked with nettles and dwarf-elder, and trampled by the
feet of the ox and the heifer.!

As the tenant at the Priory was lately digging among
the foundations, for materials to mend the highways, his
labourers discovered two large stones, with which the far-
mer was so pleased that he ordered them to be taken out
whole. One of these proved to be a large Doric capital,
worked in good taste; and the other a base of a pillar;
both formed out of the soft freestone of this district.
These ornaments, from their dimensions, seem to have be-
longed to massive columns; and show that the church of
this convent was a large and costly edifice. They were
found in the space which has always been supposed to have
contained the south transept of the Priory church. Some
fragments of large pilasters were also found at the same
time., The diameter of the capital was two feet threeinches
and a half; and of the column, where it had stood on the
base, eighteen inches and three quarters,

1 Mr. Bennett found in 1837 that the ground had been so effectually
cleared as almost to have become a smooth homestead. A few heaps of
stone derived, it was supposed, from the last remnants of the founda-
tions, and piled ready for use as materials, were all that remained in
the Priory field to evidence the former site of that important building,
Among the heaps were some fashioned stones which would not be broken
to pieces. Some fragments of columns and of a pediment, perhaps of
a monument of superior pretensions, were preserved. These were
placed, together with a stone coffin that had been dug up on the spot,
in the garden of the adjoining farm, A considerable number of orna-
mented tiles were also found; some of which exhibited merely fancy
devices, some bore eacles displayed and other apparently armorial em-
blems, and one bore a shield of three flears de luces, supported by two
hawks. These tiles were used to form the pavement of a summer-house
in the garden of the Priory Farm. Some fragments of stained glass
were also found, together with portions of the ornamented leaden case-
ment including them; affording additional proofs of an important
building.

The complete clearance, however, which has since taken place, renders
16 improbable that any future discovery of interest will be made on the
spot.—ED.
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not easily solved, since the usage has long survived the
knowledge of the intention thereof. We can only SuUppose
that as the prior, besides thurset and pillor , had also Sfurcas
a power of life and death, that he might have rcsarveé
this little eminence as the place of execution for delinquents.
And there is the more reason to suppose so, since a spot
Just by 1s called Gally (Gallows) Hill,

; The lower part of the village next the Grange, in which
1s a pond and a stream, is well known by the name of

WAY LEADING TO GRACIOUS STREET.

Gracious Street, an appellation not at all understood.
There is a lake in Surrey, near Chobham, called also
GGracious Pond ; and another, if we mistake not, near Hed-
leigh, in the county of Hants. This strange denomination
we do not at all comprehend, and conclude that it may be a
corruption from some Saxon word, itself perhaps forgotten.

It has been observed already, that Bishop Tanner was
mistaken when he refers to an evidence of Dodsworth, “ De
mereatu ef TERIA de Seleburnme.” Selborne never had a
chartered fair ; the present fair was set up since the year
1681, by a set of jovial fellows, who had found in an old
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Or where the Hermit hangs the straw-clad cell,"
Emerging gently from the leafy dell ;

By Fancy plann’d ; ae once th’ inventive maid
Met the hoar sage amid the secret shade ;
Romantic spot! from whence in prospect lies
Whate’er of landscape charms our feasting eyes;
The pointed spire, the hall, the pasture-plain,
The russet fallow, or the golden grain,

The breezy lake that sheds a gleaming light,
Till all the fading picture fail the sight.

Each to his task ; all different ways retire ;
Cull the dry stick; call forth the seeds of fire ;
Deep fix the kettle’s props, a forky row,

Or give with fanning hat the breeze to blow. -

Whence is this taste, the furnish’d hall forgot,
Tao feast in gardens, or the unhandy grot ?

Or novelty with some new charms surprises,
Or from our very shifts some joy arises.

Hark, while below the village-bells ring round,
Echo, sweet nymph, returns the soften’d sound ;
But if gusts rise, the rushing forests roar,

Like the tide tumbling on the pebbly shore.

Adown the vale, in lone, sequester’d nook,
Where skirting woods imbrown the dimpling brook,
The ruin’d Convent lies ; here wont to dwell
The lazy canon midst his cloister’d cell ;*

While papal darkness brooded o’er the land,

Bre Reformation made her glorious stand :

Still oft at eve belated shepherd-swains

See the cowl’d spectre skim the folded plains.
To the high Temple would my stranger go,’

1 A grotesque building, contrived by a young gentleman, who used

on oceasion to.appear in the character of a hermit.—G. W.

2 The ruins of a priory, founded by Peter de Rupibus, Bishop of

Winchester.—G. W.

3 The remains of a preceptory of the Knights Templars ; at least it

was a farm dependant upon some preceptory of that order.

was a preceptory, called the Preceptory of Sudington; now called

Southington.—G. W.
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valuable friend, and in former days near neighbour during
the summer months. For though his ‘usnal abode was at
Teddington, yet did he for many years reside for about
two months at his rectory of Faringdon, which is only two
miles from hence; and was well known to my grandfather
and father, as well as to myself, If I might presume to
say that what you see respecting the copulation of toads is,
I think, a mistake, you will pardon my boldness ; because
the amours carried on in pools and wet ditches in the
spring time are performed by frogs, which are more black
and bloated at that season than afterwards. As to toads,
they seem to be more reserved in their intrigues.’

With regard to the annual increase of swallows, and that
those that return bear no manner of proportion to those
that depart ;* it is a subject so strange, that it will be best
for me to say little. I suppose that nature, ever provident,
intends the vast increase as a balance to some great devas-
tations to which they may be liable either in their emigra-
tions or winter retreats. Our swifts have been gone about
a week I° but the other hirundines have sent forth their firat
broods in vast abundance; and are now busied in the
rearing of a second family. Myself and visitors have often
paid due attention to the oak in the Holt, which ought

e —— — e —— — i e e e .

1717. In the sixth letter of the present series it will be seen that
allusion is made in some detail to the philosophical pursuits in which he
was wont to engace. He died 4th Jan. 1761.

The family of Hales was originally seated at Hales Place, in Halden,
lKent, whence they were usually called * at-Hale,” Nicholas at-Hale,
or Hales, lived there at the latter end of the reign of Edward III. See
Hasted's “ History of Kent,” vol. ii. p. 576 (1782), and vol. iii. p. 716,
(1790).—Ep.

! &pe Letter XVIL to Pennant, and the notes thereto, p. 61.—Eb.

2 This observation occars, nearly in the same words, in Letter
XXXIX. to Daines Barrington, p. 247.—Eb.

3 The early retreat of the swift, * so many weeks before its con-
ceners,” is a circumstance to which White has frequently alluded. See
Letter XXVI. to Pennant, p. 90. Elsewhere he remarks, *they
usually withdraw within the first week of August.” See Letter
XXXVIL to Pennant, p. 114.—EDb.

























638 NATURAL HISTORY

As T perceive you loved the good old man, T do not know
how I can amuse you better, than by sending you the fol-
lowing anecdotes respecting him, some of which may not
have fallen within your observation.' His attention to the
inside of ladies’ tea-kettles, to observe how far they were
incrusted with stone (fophus lebetinus Linneei) that from
thence he might judge of the salubrity of the water of their
wells :—his advising water to be showered down suspicious
wells from the nozle of a garden watering-pot in order to
discharge damps, before men ventured to descend ;—his
directing air-holes to be left in the out-walls of ground
rooms, to prevent the rotting of floors and joists ;—his
earnest dissuasive to young people, not to drink their tea
scalding hot; his advice to watermen at a ferry, how they
might best preserve and keep sound the bottoms or floors
of their boats;—his teaching the housewife to place an
inverted tea-cup at the bottom of her pies and tarts to pre-
vent the syrop from boiling over, and to preserve the juice ;
—his many thoungh unsuccessful attempts to find an ade-
quate succedaneum for yeast or barm, so difficult to be
procured in severe winters, and in many lonely situations ;—
his endeavour to destroy insects on wall-fruit-trees by
quick-silver poured into holes bored in their stems ; and his
experiments to dissolve the stone in human bodies, by, as
I think, the juice of onions ;—are a few, among many, of
those benevolent and useful pursuits on which his mind was
constantly bent. Though a man of a Baronet’s family, and
of one of the best houses in Kent,” yet was his humility so
prevalent, that he did not disdain the lowest offices, pro-
vided they tended to the good of his fellow creatures. The
last act of benevolence in which I saw him employed was,
at his rectory of Faringdon, the next parish to this, where
I found him in the street with his paint-pot before him, and

—

! An extract from Hales's “ Hemastatics” (p. 360) will be found
embodied by White in  note to his Sixth Letter to Pennant (p. 18).
—Eb,

? Bee note 1 to the first letter in the present series.—FEn.
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of corresponding with me, I have written to him, and de-
sired some partficulars respecting this amazing tree,

You seem to wonder that Mr. Willughby should not be
aware that the Fern-owl is a summer bird of passage. But
you must remember that those excellent men, Willughby
and Ray, wrote when the ornithology of England, and in-
deed the Natural History, was quite in its infancy. But
their efforts were prodigious, and indeed they were the
Fathers of that delightful study in this kingdom. I have
thoughts of sending a paper to the R. S. respecting the
fern-owl, and seem to think that I can advance some par-
ticulars concerning that peculiar, migratory, noeturnal bird,
that have never been noticed before. The rain of October
last was great, but of November still more. The former
month produced 6 in. 49 hund., but the latter upwards of
8in., 54 of which fell in one week, viz., from Nov. 18th to
the 19th, both inclusive! You will, T hope, pardon my
neglect and write soon. O, that I had known you forty
years ago |

I remain, with great esteem,
Your most humble servant,
Grn. WaiTE.

My tortoise was very backward this year in preparing
his hybernaculum, and did not retire till towards the be-
ginning of December." The late great snow hardly reached
us, and was gone at once,

I In previous years this “ old Sussex tortoise began first to dig the
ground, in order to the forming its hybernaculum, on Nov. 1st" (Letter
XIII. to Daines Barrington, p. 172), and * retired under ground about
the 20th of November.” (Letter XVII. to Daines Barrington, p. 190.)
[t was not until April, 1780, that White was able to announce to his
friend that the animal had become his property. (Letter L. to Daines
Burington, p. 276.)

This tortoise survived its master about a year, dying, it is believed,
in the spring of 1794, after an existence in England of about fifty-four
years, the last fourteen of which were spent at Selborne, Its ghell, which
is still preserved at Selborne, in the residence of the former owner, is
considered by Mr. Bell to be that of Festude marginaty, See antea,
pp. 277-278.-—Ep.
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was printed February, 1790 ; though never published, but
distributed among the members of the House of Commons,
from some of whom you may borrow it, as I have done.
This curious survey will inform you, from the best authority,
of all the circumstances respecting the advantages, usages,
abuses, &c, of our Forest of Alice Holt and Wolmer. Hera
you will see, that the Forest now consists of 8,694 acres,
107 of which are in ponds ; that the present timber is esti-
mated at £60,000," that it is almost all of a size, and about
100 years old ; thatitis shamefully abused by the neighbour-
ing poor, who lop it and top it as they please ; that there is
no succession because all the bushes are destroyed by the
commoners around ;* that your old favourite oak, the Grind-
stone Oak, 1s estimated at twenty-seven loads of timber;?
that the peat cut in Wolmer is prodigious; in the year
1788 1in one walk 942 loads, and in another walk the same
year 423 loads, besides heath and fern ; and in the same
year 935,000 turves; &ec. &c. &c. Lord Stawell is the
Lieutenant or Grantee; whose lease expiresin 1811, as I have
said in my book.* That nobleman did me the honour to call
on me a morning or two ago, and sat with me two hours:
he brought me a white woodcock, milk white all over except
a few spots.

My friend at Bramshot Place, where I measured the great

' This survey and valuation was made in 1787. Wolmer, with but
two enclosures within its precincts, then extended over 5,949 acres; the
royal forest of the Holt, with its enclosures, was found tocomprehend 2,744
acres. The timber of the Holt was valued at £61,000. See Letter VIIL
to Pennant, p. 27.—Enb.

? The wrong-doers in this case were the poor of the parishes of Bin-
stead and Frinsham, Bentley and Kingsley, who laid claim to “the
lop and top " in opposition to Lord Stawell, the grantee. * Forty-five
of these people hizs lordship served with actions.” See Letter IX. to
Pennant, p. 32.—Ep,

* See antea, p. 357.—LEb.

4 Letter IX. to Pennant, p. 30. On the expiration of the grant to
Lord Stawell, the Commissioners of Woods and Forests resumed posses-
sion of the Holt. All the lands held by him, and two-thirds of the former
open forest were subsequently enclosed and planted.—Ep.
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