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Copyright, Beng. A, Gifford, The Dalles, Ore.
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Say, shall not I at last attain
some heights from whence the past 1s clear,
[11 which immortal atmosphere
[ shall behold my dead again?
Bavarp Tayror.

























- Indian Masonry

To answer the question, Is there Masonry among
the Indians, let us first try to make sure what we
mean by Masonry ; then find out whether the Redman
had or has whatever that may be.

In doing so, it is well for us to take a square look
in the mirror, and behold the face of our own Masonry
and its shortcomings. Let us fear not plain speech
and searching gaze, for ’tis thus only shall we see
that Masonry is indeed a progressive science.

There is no written language of the Indian, and
the task of getting his true thoughts and philosophy
is very difficult. We must cast aside anything which
betrays the hand of the white man, and as well known
authorities have erred, the difficulties are only made
greater.

In this work we shall deal almost wholly with the
Indian who lived not in houses, the wanderer. We
are used to look upon the Indian as a savage, but in
its older meaning the word came from silva, a wood,
and points to man as he was,—silvestres homines,—
men of the forest or children of nature, Human
nature is in nowise changed by culture. The European
is but a whitewashed savage. Civilized venom is no
less poisonous than that of the savage. The first may
use a sweatshop, a tenement or adulterated food, the
other a poisoned arrow. Let us then, when seeking
a deeper insight into the ancient mysteries, not despise
those things crude or seemingly of small account, but
weigh them well inwardly. We can only reach Fhe
true meaning of Indian ceremonies by remembering
that they see a mystery in all about us and to get as
near as we can to the point from which they view the

world. :
Besides his language, there are two things about
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50 Indian Masonry

four cardinal points as explained further along. This
is said because of the fact that it was found with our
Indians, and the writer believes they never obtained
it from the white man, but always had it. The com-
mon form of cross, the Maltese cross, and the swastika
are all to be seen in the illustrations herein, comprising
a war shield, sand painting of the Navajoes, mantle
and medicine shirt of the Apache Indians, as also a
ghost shirt of the Arapahoes. In all of these we may
find much detail of<great interest. It will be particu-
larly noted in the Navajo sand painting, that four gods
are represented at the four points of the compass, and
these figures form a cross as well as having the swas-
tika near each. Between them are different plants.
The Indians of the southwest, who lived in fixed
abodes, have elaborated their religious system far
more in pictographic detail than the nomadic tribes
of the north. These latter, however, as will be seen
from the designs, used and had the same signs, what-
ever they stood for, thus again proving the unity of
man, in conceiving the same idea of a pictographic
or constructed form reduced to permanency.

The Blackfeet arranged glacial stones on the
prairies in the form of a cross, in honor, they said, of
Natose, “the old man who sends the winds.” As an
emblem of the winds which send the fertilizing
showers, it is above all—the tree of our life, our
nourishment, our health. It never had any other
meaning in America. In Mexican the cross was
properly called Tonacaguahuitl, or tree of our life,—
of our flesh. Most nations have revered some shrub
or growing thing. The Egyptians revered the lotus
and the Mason the acacia. The Indian revered his
chost tree. It is the sign of life and the visible symbol
of that which our ancestors adored.









MEDICINE SHIRT—APACHE INDIANS.—REPORT BUREAY AMERICAN EI1H-
NOLOGY, VOIL. IX, PAGE 500.



GCHOST SHIR ARAPAFOD  ITNDIANS -—REPORT BUREALE AMERICAN ETH-

NOLOGY, PART 2, PAGE 805.






































































































































































































114 Indian Masonry

lodge or tribe to turn him aside from what he deemed
the right path. He was sincere in the light he had.

He never mentioned the name of Kitshi Manido,
the Great Spirit, except with reverence and an offer-
ing of tobacco. His preparation room was his sweat
lodge and there he must invariably be purified in the
most thorough manner of which the human system 1is
capable. This time for purification might be shortened
under special circumstances, but this did not happen
by any means so often as a candidate now gets his
“hurry up dispensation,” and goes through in sweat-
ing time, just as though there were no lodges in the
place he journeys to, which could and would give him
his degrees in an orderly and painstaking way. The
Indian masters were not so easy to work in this respect.

In the Midé charge given by their priests they told
the candidate to do what is right, to enjoy life and do
away with bad actions. They also taught charity. We
surely have no greater principles in our own charges.
In spite of some of his sleight-of-hand tricks, and what
we would call foolish mummeries, the Indian did have
a most profound veneration and respect for the Great
One, wherever he is and whoever he may be, as also
for the future happiness of his own soul and the souls
of all his tribe.

Our Bro. Roosevelt says in his masterly message
of Dec. 5, 1905, teeming with brotherhood: “We can
get justice and right dealing, only if we put as of par-
amount importance the principle of treating a man on
his worth as a man, rather than with reference to his
social position, his occupation or the class to whir{h he
belongs. We judge a man by his conduct, that is by
his character, and not by his wealth or intellect. It is
the man’s moral quality, his attitude toward the great
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