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136 MARY ELIZABETH SQUIRRELL.

The Rev. R. Watson expressed his full belief in this singular
narrative,—* Spicer’s Sights and Sounds”’.

“Two gentlemen, intimate friends, had gone out to Cali-
fornia, met with considerable success, and were returning’
home in the same vessel; one day (both being in per
health) one addressed the other in a puzzled tone, saying :—

¢ really can scarcely account for it, but I have a per-
suasion I cannot overcome, that I ought to transfer to your
care this gold I have with me. If not, I shall lose it.’” ,

“The other agreed. Three days afterwards, the former
fell ill and died; and upon his friend devolved the
unwelcome office of reporting the catastrophe to his relations,
and more especially to the widow, whom he thought to find
in eager expectation of her husband’s return. To his
astonishment, the lady appeared melancholy and care-worn;
and on his attempting to break the tidings, by telling her
that her husband was ill in California, she only shook her
head, and wept.

“<He is dead, she said. ‘I will tell you the very day
and hour on which he died.” And she named them.

¢ Tt seemed that on that day and hour, she had, whilst
sitting at a window, seen her husband come slowly across the
street, and approach the door. Supposing he had really
arrived, she flew to receive and welcome him; but no trace
of him could be found. Impressed with an indefinable dread,
she noted down the time of the strange appearance, and it
was found to coincide exactly with the moment of his decease.”
—¢ Spicer’s Sights and Sounds”.

A. ‘I think your reasoning on this point may be
fairly accepted, and that the statement the child has:
made by no means implies deceit on her part. But the:
ringing of the glass is another matter; for here we have:
a circumstance which is of a palpable nature—which.
appeals to the senses of others, and which, it would!
seem, must be either a supernatural occurrence or an:
imposition ; and to receive it as supernatural, the most:
direct and unmistakeable evidence is required. I
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of the kind, there is something like a defence for the
belief of the child, and an apology for the credulity of
those who receive her statements. That the fathers of
the church, and early Christians generally, believed in
angelic visitations and supernatural events, there can
be no doubt; that this belief prevailed in after times,
and that it was firmly held and much dwelt upon by |
the most eminent Protestant divines even of the
seventeenth century, may be discovered by a very slight
acquaintance with their writings: not to quote from
the earlier writers in more credulous times, I will
begin with

Luruer.—He says : “ The Holy Scriptures refer to them (the
angels) in few words: ¢ He hath given his angels charge over
thee, ete. Also: ‘The angel of the Lord encampeth round
about those that fear, him,” ete. Now, whosoever thou art, that
fearest the Lord, be of good courage; take thou no care, neither
be faint-hearted, nor make any doubt of the angels’ watching
and protection ; for most certainly they are about thee, and
carry thee upon their hands. How, or in what manner it is
done, take thou no heed ; God says it, therefore it 1s most sure
and certain,—* Table Talk . (pp. 246, 7.)

Bismor Harr.—*It is, I confess, my great sin, that I have
filled mine eyes with other objects, and have been slack in
returning praises to my God, for the continual assistance of those
blessed and beneficent spirits. Oh! that the dust and clay were
so washed out of mine eyes that I might behold, together with
the presence, the numbers, the beauties, and excellencies of
those my ever present guardians.” —¢ Timpson’s Angels of God ",
(p. 15.)

Dr. Owex.—* Great is the privilege, manifold are the
blessings and benefits that we are made partakers of, by this
ministry of angels.”’—Ibid, (p: 21.)

Ricuarp Baxrer.—“Oh ! if the eyes of Christians were
but opened to see their glorious attendants, they would be more
sensible of this privilege, and more thankful for it than now
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angel, or messenger. As we cannot suppose that this term
was used otherwise than seriously by the disciples that were
gathered together in Mark’s house—for they were in trouble
about Peter, and when he arrived were engaged in prayer—we
are entitled to believe that they alluded to some recognised
phenomenon, They knew either that the likeness of a man—
his spiritual self—sometimes appeared where bodily he was nuts
and that this imago or idolon was capable of exerting a me-
chanical force; or else that other spirits sometimes assumed a
mortal form, or they would not have supposed it to be Peter’s
angel that had Znocked at the gate

“T have mentioned some mstunces wherein danger waq
avoided, and there are many of the same kind recorded im
various works; and it is the number of instances of this de-
scription, {:ﬂl'ruburated by the universal agreement of all som-
nambulists of a higher order, which has induced a considerable
scetion of the German psychologists to adopt the doctrine of
guardian spirits—a doctrine which has prevailed, more or less,
in all ages ; and has been considered by many theologians to be
suppurtad by the Bible. There is in this country, and I believe
in France also, though with more exceptions, such an extreme
aversion to admit the possibility of anything like what is called
n-upernatuml agency, that the mere avowal of such a per-
suasion is enough to discredit one’s understanding with a con-
siderable part of the world, not excepting thns-e who profess
to believe in the Scriptures. Yet, even apart from this latter
authority, I cannot see anything repugnant to reason in such a
belief. As far as we see of nature, there is a continued series
from the lowest to the highest; and what right have we to
conclude that we are the last link of the chain? Why
may there not be a gamut of beings? That such should be
the case, is certainly in accordance with all that we see; and
that we do not see them, affords, as I have said above, not a .
shadow of argument against their existence ; man, immersed in
business and pleasure, living only his sensuous life, is too apt:
to forget how limited those senses are, how merely designed !
for a temporary purpose, and how much may exist of which.
they can take mno cognizance.”—* Night-side of Nature”.

(pp. 167, 8.)
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‘Tt is a doctrine which, though now unfashionable,
was for ages, and until comparatively lately, held
generally by the church; and I think it is extremely
difficult to prove it contrary to Secripture in either
letter or spirit. The author of the ¢ Natural History
of Enthusiasm”, alluding to beings of the invisible
world, says: “That they have no liberty ordinarily to
infringe upon the solid world is manifest; nevertheless
chances or mischances may, in long cycles of time,
throw some over his boundary, and give him an hour’s
leave to disport himself among things palpable.’

A. ¢On what occasions, and for what end apparently,
has this pretended manifestation been made ’

B. ¢ I must refer you to Elizabeth’s own account of if,
and to the testimony of those who have heard it. I have
frequently conversed with her and her parents on
the subject, and they have always given me the same
statement of the circumstances attending 1it; they
declare most solemnly that it was no way caused by
their agency, and state their belief of its having been in
answer to prayer—for their own comfort, and as con-
firmatory of the truth of the child’s statement relative
to her peculiar case. I have asked Elizabeth repeatedly
her views on the subject. She objects to the term
miraculous being applied to it, but still regards it as
the effect of supernatural power; and on one occasion
these were her words: ‘“What satisfies me that it is
supernatural is this, that it is circumstantial; it never
rings without a special reason.” She states that she
always has an indication of its taking place, that indi-
cation being always the same angelic presence. I have
never observed that either the parents or child were
forward to mention this matter, or in any way to parade
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rang when the instrument was not there, and at
times when it is certain it could not have been used
for that purpose. I know some have a difficulty in
understanding why she should use a musical instru-
ment at all; but in addition to the reasons I have
before given you, it may be accounted for on the
same principle on which she, and other blind persons,
gratify an imaginary sense of sight, by placing printed
books or a looking-glass before them.. But this is a
digression, and I return to our subject by. observing,
that I have sometimes thought whether the word
miracle, rather than the thing designated by it, is
not oftentimes the chief obstacle to belief; and whether,
if we could think and speak of it as an extraordi-
nary providential interference, the way would not be"
smoothed for its reception; for wherein is the essential
difference between the circumstance we are discussing,
and many we are accustomed to hear spoken of as
wonderful deliverances, special interferences, and ex-
traordinary providences? They all imply a direct agency
of the Almighty, in an unusual manner; and we are
accustomed to hear, with devout emotion, events spoken
of as miraculous escapes, miraculous deliverances,
miraculous interpositions, ete. This word miracle is
very difficult to define; and it has been observed,
the possibility of miracles depends on the definition
of the term. I have lately met with a theological
work which gives the following, with remarks which
I shall also quote; and I see not why this alleged
manifestation relative to Elizabeth Squirrell should
not come under this head : -

¢« A miracle may be a transgression of all law known or
knowable by man, but yet in conformity with some law out of
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miracle? Is the term ever applied to any but extraordinary
events? It may, or it may not, imply a contravention of the
laws of mature.

¢ An event may take place through the direct and immediate
agency of God, and yet not be a miracle.

“The successive economies of organic life that have existed
on the earth, and passed from it, do most unequivocally demon-
strate the extraordinary or miraculous providence of God. ‘

“ Whoever believes that geology discloses stupendous miracles
of creation, at various epochs, will not doubt that all presump-
tion against miraculous agency at any other time is thus removed.
For we are thus shown, that the law of miracles forms a part
of the Divine plan in the government of the world.

¢ By the principles of physical science, then, the scriptural
doctrines of miraculous and special providence are proved to be
in accordance with philosophy.

«“(0! what a change would this world exhibit, were the
whole christian church’ to exercise full faith in God’s ability
to answer prayer without a miracle, only to the extent pointed
out by philosophy, to say nothing of the Bible; for, in fact, a
large proportion of that church, confounded by the specious
argument derived from nature’s constancy, have virtually
yielded this most important principle to the demands of
scepticism,

¢« Let modern christian theology, them, receive meekly the
rebuke administered on this important point by physical sciemce.
For how lame and halting a defence of the scripture doctrine
of special providence and prayer, has that theology been able to
make ! "—*¢ Religion of Geology™. (pp. 269—298.)

But, allowing 1 were obliged to accept the alternative
of imposition or miracle in this case, I. am not sure I
should not take that of miracle.  You arve evidently
impressed with the belief, that miracles can never be
repeated ; but I would ask, admitting as you do that
miracles have taken place, has the statement that they
cannot again occur, the authority either of Scripture
or of self-evident truth?’
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manner in which this family have been treated—the
way in which much of the inquiry was carried on—
and the prevailing impression that has been produced;
for, at the utmost, there has been room for nothing
beyond a suspicion; while the conduct pursued towards
the accused could be justified only by their preémi-
nence in guilt, indubitably proved.’ |

A. ¢ Allow me to ask, what has been the effect on
the mind of Elizabeth of the severe treatment of
which you complain ?’

B. ¢She is highly sensitive, and would be likely
to feel, and does feel it keenly; but, as far as I have
been able to observe, she has borne it with much for-
titude and with a becoming spirit. She has said to
me: “I cannot help expressing myself as feeling
greatly injured by the manner in which I have been
attacked ; even a worm when trodden upon will turn
upon you, as if to ask wherefore the injury is
inflicted. But I have forgiven all who have been
opposed to me; I seldom think of them, and have
almost forgotten their proceedings. I often think my
experience resembles that of David in his joys,
sorrows, and reproaches; those words of his are
applicable to me, ‘They cast iniquity upon me, and
in wrath they hate me.” On another occasion when
she was very thoughtful and depressed, I inquired the
cause. She replied: “TI was thinking how people hate
me, and what for; still I have some sympathy, and it
is my greatest earthly comfort. But Omnipotence is
m.y I‘E‘-ﬁ]gﬁ." ] l 3

A. ‘I thank you for the trouble you have taken to
place before me the nature and claims of this case. I
must acknowledge that I regard it with different
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against it, that impression is not likely to be removed;
and those who have taken a prominent part, and
committed themselves to an adverse course, will be
likely to persevere in it. I was struck lately in
reading some observations of Mr. Braid's, relative
to the position of persons with regard to a subject
we have already touched upon. He says:—

“T am well aware that there were individuals in this
country, as well as elsewhere, who hastily published observas
tions from limited data, pronouncing the whole of these
feats of the fakirs as mere Hindoo tricks; and, consequently,
who will now feel themselves bound, in self-defence, to stand
by their former verdicts. I know human nature too well to
expect to extort a confession of convietion to the contrary’
from such individuals, by any amount of evidence which could®
possibly be adduced, even if they were permitted to be eye-
witnesses of the facts themselves.”

I cannot close this conversation without bringing:
before you a fact, which shows with what difficulties;
and disadvantages this case has had to contend. A.
nobleman in the neighborhood who felt an interest:
in it, and who wished to arrive at a knowledge of’
its facts, offered to defray the expenses of a medicall
investigation. This challenge was communicated to)
the physicians of Ipswich by a gentleman of high:
respectability, in a letter to the Editor of the “ Ipswich:
Journal ?’ signed ¢‘Charitas”. The proposal wass
that any physician in Ipswich, or all in consultation,,
should attend the case and make their report; and!
that their professional fees, and every other expense,,
should be paid. To this no public reply was made,,
but a letter from one of the physicians was addressed!
to “Charitas”, in which he expressed his willingnesss
to attend Elizabeth Squirrell professionally; he wass

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































