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394 Merrie England

making the Defender of the Faith merry. He used his in-
fluence in a way that few court favourites—not being fools |—
have done, before or since. He tamed the tyrant’s ferocity,
and urged him to good deeds ; himself giving the example,
by his kindness to those who came within the humble sphere

of his bounty. Armin, in his Nest of Ninnies, 4to, 1608,
thus describes this laughing philosopher. ‘A comely 100le
indeed passing more stately ; who was this forsooth? Will
Sommers, and not meanly esteemed by the king for his
merriment ; his melody was of a higher straine, and he lookt
as the noone broad waking. His description was writ on his
forehead, and yee might read it thus:

“ Will Sommers borne in Shropshire, as some say,
Was brought to Greenwich on a holy day,









































































































































































































